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crasa CCCP, nonHOCTBIO HTHOPHPYA NO3HLMIO HaceneHus KOO n Abxa-
3ud. B cBA3M ¢ 3TMM M3BECTHBIH COBETCKHI auccuaeHtT Araper Caxa-
POB MHCA: «A HaYMHATh HAJO, NOBTOPAIO, C NOJHOIO JEMOHTAXKa HUM-
nepckoii cTpykTypbl. TOJNbKO Tak MOXHO PEIUMTh HAlHOHATbHYIO IIPO-
6nemMy B MajIbiX HMIIEPHAX, KOTOPLIMH MO CYLIECTBY ABIAIOTCS COIO3HbBIE
pecny6nukn — nanpumep, ['py3us, Biiroyalomas B CBoi coctaB Abxa-
3110, OCETHIO U APYTHE HALMOHANbHbIE 06pa3oBanus»’. BonpekH nosu-
LMK KPYMHEHILEr0 NpaBO3alMTHHKA, HOBBIC TPDY3HHCKHE BJIACTH Bbl-
JBUHYJIM HaUUCTCKHH no3yrr «Ipys3us mis rpyaml»'o. Ilpononxas mpe-
TeaoBath Ha KOO, OHW JTHKBHAMPOBAIM €€ aBTOHOMHIO. Mexay Tem,
OTMEHHMB BCE 3aKOHOJAATENBHbIE aKThl COBETCKOH BIIACTH, HE3aBHCUMas
I'py3us TeM caMbIM OTMEHWIa H IOPUAMYECKHE OCHOBAHHS BIJIIOYEHMS
OO B cBoii coctaB. B cnoxuBiminxcs ycnosusix Hapoa HOxHoit Ocerun
NPHHSAJ €IWHCTBEHHO BO3MOXKHOE pelleHne, cnocobHoe obecneunTs ero
BbDKHBaHHe, — 00bABMWI 00 00pa3oBaHHH HE3aBHCHMOIO I'OCYJapCTBa.
Jto peweHne 6bUIO BBICTPaZaHO Bcell HCTOPUEH OCETHHCKOrO Hapoja,
He MBICJIAILETO CBOE CYyLUECTBOBaHHE B oTpbIBe OT Poccuu, u Gbto npu-
HATO Ha TOM JK€ MOPaJbHO-MPAaBOBOM OCHOBAaHHMH, Ha KOTOpDOM cama
I'py3us Beimna u3 cocrasa CCCP.

B oTBeT Ha €AMHONYIIHO BBIPAXEHHYIO BOIIO OCETHH IPY3HHCKHE
BJIACTH OCYLLUECTBHJIM BTOPOH TE€HOLMJ 3TOr0 Hapoxa B XOIE BOHHbI
1991-1992 rt. Ha 6a3ze kpuMHHANbLHBIX U 3KCTPEMHUCTCKHX TPyNIIHPO-
BOK OBLIH CO31aHbl OTpAAbl 60EBUKOB, NPHCTYNHBLIHX K TEPPOPY U Bbl-
TECHEHHUIO OCETHH CHIION C X HCKOHHBIX 3€MelTb, a TAKXKE U3 Cell, Haxo-
IMBIIMXCA 3a npenenamu Oxuoit Ocernn''. B pesynsrate morn6mu u
cranu 6exeHuaM¥ MHOTHE ThICSYH YENOBEK, AECATKH OCETHHCKHX Cell
onycrean. «OcBoOOXKAEHHbIE» TaKHUM CIMOCOOOM 3eMiM NOABEPIIMCH
KOJIOHHM3aLWH IPy3MHCKMMH BiacTsmu. [1poTHBOCTOSIHHE OCETHH U Ipy-
3MHCKHX 00€BHKOB OblIO BpEMEHHO OCIab/IEHO MEXaHHU3MOM MOLAEp-
’KaHHs MHUpa, CO3JaHHBIM B COOTBETCTBHH ¢ JlarOMbICCKMMM corjalle-
Husmu 1992 .

INpeacraBnsiowme coboit cropop pexumMoB Enbuuna u lllesapHan-
3€, 9TH COMAaIlEeHUs ObLIM JOCTUTHYTHI 1OJ HEITIACHBIM JABJICHHUEM CO
croponsl Coeaunentbix LTaros'2, [1010XKHTENBHOM CTOPOHOM JOCTHT-
HYTOro Kommpomucca siasiock npuaaHue HOxHoil OceTHH mexmyHa-
POLHO-NIPH3HAHHOIO CTATyca 30Hbl KOHQIMKTA. TO MO3BONHIIO BBECTH
B PErHOH MHPOTBOpLEB YeThipex cTopon: Poccuu, I'py3un, CeBepHoit u
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FOxHoti OceTrH, 4To BpEMEHHO 00ecIedIo HEYCTOHUHBYIO U XPYTIKYIO,
HO BCE xe cTabunbHoCTb. OIHAKO JIMHUA Pa3fIENcHUA CTOPOH Gblna npo-
JI0XKEHa He M0 rpaHule, a no teppuropuk l0xHoM Ocetnn, oTcekas ot
Hee 3HAYHTEIbHYIO YacTb, «3aYHILEHHYIO» OT OCETHHCKONO HaceleHHs
(Jlenunropckwuii 1 yactb 3Haypckoro padona). [lopoGHbli nopsamok, 3a-
KPETUISBLUMA pe3yNbTaThl SKCMAHCHH TPY3HHCKHX Biacteid, 6bln upesar
HOBBIM B3pbIBOM. [1opo4HOCTH JlaroMbICCKOTO KOMIIPOMHCCa OKOHYATE b-
HO NPOAEMOHCTPHPOBAIH Tparudeckue coobirus asrycra 2008 r.

Kax noka3sbiBaeT uctopus 3THX comiamieHuit, B nepuoa 1990-x ro-
noB noagepkka KwHoit OcerHn co CTOPOHBI POCCHITCKHX BiacTei
HOCHJIa MOJIOBMHYATBI M HemocienosarelbHbIH Xapaktep. [fla, ne-
pUOAMYECKH OKa3blBajgach ryMaHuTapHas nomouisb; Cesepnas Ocerus
npuHUMaia GexxeHLieB ¢ ora U T. A. OHAKO 3TH CNOPaAHYECKHE aKThl
NOAAEPKKH NAJIEKO HE KOMIICHCHPOBAJIM PE3yNbTaThl arpeCcCHBHbIX ACH-
CTBUiH IPY3MHCKUX OOCBHKOB U CHIIOBBIX CTPYKTYp. Y 3Ha4YHTENbHOM
4acTH OCETHHCKOH HHTEIUTHI€HLIMH CIIOKHUIOCh CTOHKOE YOeKIEHHE, YTOo
€IIbIIMHCKOE PYKOBOIACTBO CTPEMHIIOCH 3aKIIIOUHTh KOMIIPOMHCC € PEXKH-
moM llleBapHanse, ornaB Ha yHudtoxkeHue Oxnywo Ocernio B obmen
Ha npekpaiueHue ['py3ueii noanepxku yeyeHckux noscranues. Cyas no
Bcemy, Coenunennnie llltarsi, Bce Gonee 6pasuue [py3uio nos KoH-
TPOJ1b, IOAOOHOIO pa3MeHa He AOMYCKaIH. DTO BbI3LIBAJIO pa3ipaKeHHE
Kpemns, B oTBeT BpeMeHHO yCHNTHBaBLLIEro noaacpxky Lixunpana. Takas
nonoByuHYaras no3uuus Hanocwia OO Gonbluoi yuep6. He Buns nep-
CIIEKTUBBI, JIFOJIM OCTENEHHO ye3kanH B Poccio.

Cnemyer OTMETHTb, YTO COBCEM OTKa3aTh B nmomuepkke FOO poc-
CHICKHE BJIACTH HE MOIIIH 10 r€ONONHTHYECKHM COOOpaXKEHHAM, KaKoe
6bl 1aBJICHHE HU OKa3bIBal Ha HUX 3anaji. S1BAssach €AMHCTBEHHOH XpH-
cTHaHcKo# pecnyOnukoii B perHone, CesepHas OceTHs TpaaHLIMOHHO
paccmarpuBaercs Poccueit kak cBost camas HajexxHas onopa Ha Cesep-
HoM Kaskaze. Hanpumep, UMEHHO 34€Cb pacrnofaraincs Thlul Ipynimu-
poBkHM ¢eaepaiibHbiX BOWCK, BeAwiux Goesbie aerictBus B Ueune. Jlo-
ansHocTh CeBepHoil OceTd CHIBHO 3aBHCHT oT noaaepxku KOO co
cropoHsl Poccuu. YTpara 310 ONOpEI B MOMEHT 3KCNAHCHH HCIAMCKO-
ro skcrpeMu3ma Ha KaBkasze Moria crarh NpemOAHEr K Kpaxy pOCCHii-
CKO#i BJIACTH BO BCEM PETHOHE.

[NonoxeHue CTano MEHATLCS C NPUXOAOM K BiacTH B. [lytuna, Ho
lanexo He cpa3y. B nmepBriii nepuoa cBoero Npe3nacHTCTBa OH CTal Ha-
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ABNAETCH eMHOAYLIHAA noafepXkKa (MycTb TOMbKO AMnoMaTMyeckas u
nponaraHgucTcKas), KOTopyt 3anaf okasan cTpaHe-arpeccopy — Ipy-
3un. Mup cTan CBUAETENEM W XXEPTBOW FPA3HOA KamnaHuy 3anafHblX
CMW, n3o6paxaloLlmx XepTBbl reHoumaa BUHOBHUKAMWU COBCTBEHHOWA
Tparegun, a Poccuio— Hanagarouleld cTopoHol. Macwtabbl HayaToi
3anafiom AuMnNaoMaTMyecKoin BOWHbI, HarfocTb B (hanbcupmkauum hak-
TOB, HAaCTOMYMBOCTb MPOBOAMMOI KaMnaHWW KNeBeTbl FOBOPSAT O TOM,
YTO Ha KOH MOCTaB/IEHbl XU3HEHHO BaXKHble MHTEPECHI, HanpasasoLwme
pasBuMTUE COBPEMEHHOro Mupa. [eicTBUTeNIbHO, FPY3NHO-0CETUHCKOE
MPOTUBOCTOSIHWE 06pa3yeT NNLLb CaMblii HUXKHUIA, NOKaNbHbIA CPe3 KOH-
(hinKTa, NpuBefLIero K BoiiHe B KOXHoi OceTun. EcTb 1 thakTopbl pe-
rMOHaIbHOT0 YPOBHS, BbI3BaHHbIe 60PbOOI 38 KOHTPO/b Had KaBkaszom
n CpegHeir Asumeid. Ewle 60nee 3Ha4MMbl A1t 3TOW BOWHbLI r106anbHble
MpOoLecChl, CBA3aHHbIE CO CTPYKTYPOW COBPEMEHHOTO MUPOBOMO XO3$i-
CTBa W CNOXMBLUEWACS CUCTEMOIM MeXAYHapoAHbIX OTHOLLUEHWIA. Takum
06pa3om, BOMHa NPou3oLLIa B pe3ynbTaTe CNOXHOro nepenneTeHms gak-
TOPOB Pa3HOro YPOBHS, OTPaXKatoLLMX 0COBEHHOCTN COBPEMEHHOrO 3Tana
MWPOBOr0 pa3BUTUSA. POb CTEPXKHS, 00bEAMHMBLIENO 3T Pa3HOYPOBHe-
Bble MPOLECChbl U HaNpaBMBLUEr0 MX K TparMyeckoi passsske, Cbirpasia
cTpaterua CLUA. OHa onpegensercs YHUKasibHbIM nonoxeHvem Co-
eAVNHeHHbIX LLITaTOB Kak eAMHCTBEHHON CBEPXAepXKaBbl Ha MnaHeTe, a
TakXXe NpefcTaBNeHMAMM MX MPaBsLLErO Kacca 0 Hanbonee ahheKTUB-
HbIX MYTAX U MeTOAaxX 06ecrneyeHnss aMepUKaHCKON rereMoHnm.
Mogenbto, Hanbonee afjeKBaTHO OTpaXaroLeidl peasibHOCTU COBpe-
MEHHOI0 Mupa, SBMISETCA KOHLEMUUA KanuTaansma Kak MMpocucTeMbl 4
OHa OCHOBaHa Ha BblAeNeHnUn fpa MUPOBOIO XO3ANCTBA, KOTOpPOoe 06-
pa3yloT pa3BuTble rocygapcTea 3anaja, W ero nepugepmmn, K KOTOpOii
OTHOCATCS TaK Ha3blBaemble pa3BmBaloLLuecs cTpaHbl. JOMUHMPOBaHME
TpaHCHaLWOHaNbHbIX KOpropauuil, fesTenbHOCTb MEXAYHapOoAHbIX Op-
raHnsauymin (MB®, BcemmpHoro 6aHka, BTO v ap,), CnoxuBsLLeecs pas-
JeneHve Tpyfa, BblBO3 Kanutana, CTPyKTypa LEH MWPOBOrO PbIHKA
M HEKOTOpble Apyrue (hakTopbl 06ecrneynBaloT rocnoAcTBO LiEHTpa Haf
nepudepueid 1 aKcnayataumio nocnegHein nepsbiM. CreunannucTsl Bbl-
LensT U rpynny KpynHbIX NoaynepuiepuitHbix rocygapcts — Kutai,
WHana, bpasunua u gp. — K KOTOpbIM OTHOCAT U Poccuiola MNoasepra-
ACb 3KCMyaTaummn co CTOPOHbI LIEHTPa, 3TV CTPaHbl B TO XKe BPeMs Cno-
COOHbI NpU OrpefeneHHbIX YCN0BUAX BPOCUTL eMy BbI30B. C Kpaxom
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+O0LIIeCTBEHHBII CTPOH ApPYrHX rocyqapcTB. OTOT MONXOHA IONY4YHN Ha-
| IMCHOBaHHE KOHILIEMLMH «CTPOMUTENLCTBA Hauuin (nation building)B.
§I'py6uiit BoeHHBIH HHCTpyMEHTapHit UMITEPCKOH MONUTHKM NOAOGHOrO
,poIa, CTOPOHHHKH 3TOH TEOPUH Ha3bIBAIOT «TBEPAOH cui0i» (hard power).
bosiee TOHKUM HHCTPYMEHTOM CTPOMTENILCTBA HALMH SBIACTCS «MATKas
cuna» (soft power) — ceTb HeNPaBHUTEIbCTBEHHbIX OPraHW3aLMi, UMU-
PYIOLIHX TPaXAaHCKOe OOIECTBO, HO (PUHAHCHPYEMBIX W HallpaBiisie-
bIX u3-33a pyOexa. B HyxHbI MOMEHT 3TH OpraHM3alliy WIpaloT pe-
AIOLIYI0 pONb B MPUBEACHHH K BIIACTH MPOAMEPUKAHCKUX MOIUTHKOB B
X07le LBETHBIX peBosiolnit. COBOKYIHOCTb [aHHbIX METOLOB, [IPaBO Ha
jortopble nmpucBounu cebe CLUIA B 06xon MexayHapomHOro npasa U
OOH, orpabarsiBaacs B 90-e 1ozibl B X0Z€ peak3alny «yMaHHTapHBIX

. [mrrepBenmii» B Comany, a noroM Ha bankanax.
OnHako HaCTOSIYIO «HEOKOHCEPBAaTUBHYIO PEBOMIOLMIO» BO BHELI-
Heli nonutuke CLUA cosepwun npesuaeHT xopaxk Byu-maammii®,
lOHa cocTosna B exuHonMyHoN nperensuu CLLA Ha mpaBo onpenenstsb
Pa3BHUTHE MEKAYHApPOJHBIX OTHOIUCHHMI, HTHOPHPYS YME HE TOJBKO
OOH, a ecu noHago6uTtcs, To ¥ coro3HukoB o HATO. C nepBbix aHefi
lpamunvicrpaunu k. bymia-Mnaauiero B Heil BbIIENUIOCH TPH Pa3Ing-
HBIX TEYEHMsl [0 BONPOCAM BHELIHEH IOJIMTHKH, KaKAOE CO CBOEH HC-
_TOpHeii, HAOOPOM OCHOBHBIX HICH H CTOpOHHHKaMHZS . Opay rpymy co-
§1aBASM T. H. 1IParMaTHKd WM PEATHCTBI, NIPOMCXOX/IEHHE B3NIIOB
}KOTOPBIX MOXKHO MPOCTEANTb K IIKOJIE «peanbHod nonuTHKH». K Hum
foTHOCHIHCH roccekpeTaps nepsoi aqmuaucTpauny byma Ko Iayam,
€ro 3aMecTurenb PHuapa ApMHTaIK M OTYACTH COBETHHUK IO HALMO-
HanbHOH Oe3onacHocTH (mo3xke roccekperapp) Kommomusa Paiic. HMx
B3IUISAbl NPOSIBASAJIMCH B OCTOPOXKHOM OTHOLUEHHH K IPUMEHEHHUIO BO-
€HHOM CWJIbl BO BHELUHEH MOJMTUKE, KOTOPOE AOMYCTHMO JIMIIb NPH Ha-
JUYMH SICHBIX MOJMTHYECKHX W CTPATErMYECKUX LieNieil BOMHBI, MIMPO-
koii mojepikke HaceneHueM npasutensctsa CLUA, Hanuuum rapanTu-
pytotero nodexy MpeBOCXOUCTBA H APYTHX OrpaHHUYEHHUSX (AOKTPHHa
[laysnna). Bropywo rpynnvpoBKy MOXHO Ha3BaTh HALMOHAIHCTaMH,
DpeAcTaBICHHBIMK BULE-pe3nJieHTOM Jlukom YeilHH ¥ MHHHCTPOM
o6opouni JloHansaoM Pamcdensaom. Onu Bepunn B HEOOXOAMMOCTb HE
TOABLKO HOAAEPKAHUSA, HO H [IPUMEHCHHS NOJABIAIONICH aMEPHUKAHCKOM
BOCHHOH, MOJIMTHYECKOH W IKOHOMHYECKOH MOLH [N JOCTHXKCHHSA
BHemuenomutuideckux ueneid CIIA, Ho nepBoHauaibHO OTAABANId Maslo
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cokpatuTh HedaHble goxonbi CCCP, uto cnoco6cTBoBaO MOPaXEHHIO
HAILCH CTpaHbl B XOJIOAHOM Boiine®. Ceronns, kak ormeuaet «Foreign
Affairs», pesepsHbie MomuoctH Caynosckodl Apasuu 6osblue, 4em
obmuii 3xcnopr Bcex APYTHX HEPTEIKCMOPTHPYIOIMX CTPaH 3a HMC-
xmogeHdem Poccun. Jlns pasopeHus poccHicKoro HeTAHOTO CEKTopa
npunuioch 6l onycTHTh LeHy HedptH o 10 nomnapos 3a Gappenb u
ZEpKarh €€ Ha 3TOM ypoBHE 2 Wil 6onee jeT. ITO pa3pyLUHIo 6bl 3K0-
sHomuku crpaH — wieHoB OINEK, sxitouas Caynosckyro Apasuio. Kpome
TOro, HEOOXOIMMO YYHMTBIBATh, YTO 9KOHOMHKa Poccum ropasmo 6onec
auBepcuduiuposana. Hama crpaHa MoXeT nojy4yars H 3HAYHTENbHbIE
JOXOMbl OT IKCTOPTA Ia3a, METAJUIOB, MHHEPAJILHBIX YNOOpEHHi U T. 1.
B cBoe Bpemsi CCCP nipou3BoAMI OJHY IATYIO YaCTh MHPOBOM JKOOBIUH
HeTH, YTO Ha TPETh MPEBOCXOAWIO MHK CAayHOBCKOIO MPOH3BONCTBA.
Ceropus nmeHHo CHI™ paccmarpuBaercs kak Hanbosnee nepcrneKkTHBHbIN
paiion Hedrrenobuiun’®. Hanpumep, Henpa kacnuiickoro peruoHa 1o He-
KOTOPBIM OIIEHKaM MOTyT cofepikarh 1o 200 mwumapnos Gappeneli Hed-
TH, B CPaBHEHHH C OLieHKO# B 260 MuwHapaos Gappeneit B CayioBckoi
ApaBun’. 3HaUMTENbHBI H 3aMachi ITOTO chipbs B CpenHeii A3, B YacT-
HoctH B Kazaxcrane.

CUIA eme mo !1-ro ceHTs0ps CTaBHIM BOIPOC O HEOOXOAHMOCTH
NIpEOIONETh 3aBUCUMOCTh 3amnaja ot nocrasok Hedt ¢ biamxuero Boc-
ToKa 4 U3 Poccu. AMepukaHckue onaceHHs copMyITMpPOBaJl BHIHbIHA
auruiomar 3tod cradbsl Puuapn Xonbpyk: «C yBenuueHHeM LeHbl Ha
HedTh B HeThIpe pa3a 3a MocieHUE YEThIPe rofa aMepHKaHIlbl Habmio-
HaloT U — 9TO €Ille BaXKHEE — JAENaloT CBOH BKJIAA B BeIHYaHIIYIO B
MCTOpUH Iepenady GorarcTBa OT OJHOHM rpynibl HaLMH K npyroﬁ»”.
HAedicrurenbro, CLIA exeqHeBHO yIu1auMBaroT crpaHam-HedTesKcnop-
tepam 1,3 MuMapaa posuiapoB. Mexay TeM ponb KpymHHeillero mo-
CTaBILMKa LIEHHOTO JHEPropecypca Ha aMEepUKaHCKHH PBHIHOK BechbMa
nporuBopeurBa. CaynoBckass ApaBHs, KOTOpas JaBHO COTPYyAHHHYaIA
¢ BamuHrroHoM, noanepxuBas LeHbl Ha HE)Tb B MPHEMIIEMBIX paMKax,
«OJJHOBPEMEHHO [103BOJIAJIAa HANPABIATh MILIHAPAb! ((OpMaTbHO He-
NpaBUTEIbCTBEHHDBIX) HO/UIAPOB Ha CO3JAHUE IKCTPEMHUCTCKHX MEApece
H (HHAHCHPOBaHHE TEPPOPHCTHUYECKHX OPraHM3aLMid, BKIIOYas AJib-
Kanay»®'. Curyauns BecbMa OCTOXKHSETCS TEM, UTO JEIOBBIE W TONH-
THUYECKHME UHTEpECH! KiaHa bymei u psajga Apyrux BIUATENbHEHIINX Ce-
Mel AMEpPHKH TECHbIM 00pa3oM MEPEIIETEHbl ¢ HHTEPECAMH KOPOJIEB-
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1 M Gappeneii LIEHHOrO CbIpbs B IcHb. XOTA Ha cerogHs Tpy6onpoBoa
crrocoben obecrieynTs Kb 1 % MupoBoii nmotpebHOCTH B HeTH, HO
ero 3HadeHue ropa3no Gomblie B CBS3M C BO3MOXKHOCTBIO TPaHCIIOPTH-
POBKH uepe3 HEro IMFaHTCKHX HOBBIX, €llle He pa3pabaTbIBaroIuXcs
mectopoxaennit Kacnius u Cpenneit Asuu. Kpome toro, uepes [pysuto
MPONOXKEHbI €Ille HECKONbKO HedTe- W ra3onpoBOJOB MEHBIIENO Mac-
wtaba. Ha BceM MpOTSHKeHHHM CBOETO y4yacTKa B 155 Muib, nmpoxoasiue-
ro yepe3 rpy3uHcKyto teppuTopuio, BT/l 3apeIT B 3eMiaio He MEHee YeM
Ha OIHH METP M OXPaHAETCS CIICLHATbHBIMH aHTHTEPPOPUCTHUECKHMH
nonpas/ieleHHAMU IPy3HHCKHX BOODPYXKEHHBIX CHII. TpaHcropTHas ap-
TepUs TIPOXOAUT BCEro JHWb B 35 Munsax oT rpaHuusl HOxnoi Oce-
Tiu*2. VIMEHHO MOITOMY YTBEpHKIEHHE POCCHHCKOIO BIIMSHHS B 3TOM
pernone paccmarpusaercs CoemunHeHHbiMU [llTaTamm kak yrpo3a cBo-
MM BaXHEHIINM CTPaTErH4eCKHM HHTEpecaM.

TakuM ofpazoM, HeobXxonumocTb AUBEPCH(HLIMPOBATh HCTOYHHUKH
MIOCTaBOK YITIEBOJOPOIOB, PE3KO YCHIHMBILA’ACA C HEObIBaJIbIM POCTOM
LeH Ha HMX M HapaCTaHHEM MHPOBOTO 3KOHOMHYECKOTO KpH3HCa, a
takke oObaBiaeHHas CLUA «BofiHa ¢ MEKTyHapOAHBIM TEPPOPHIMOMM
npeBpatuinn Cpennioro Asmo u Kacnuiickuil perdoH B cdepy kKH3HEH-
Ho BaxHbiXx HHTEpecoB CHIA. D10 BO MHOrOM MpenonpeAeuio Tpari-
qeckyro cyabOy IOxHo# Ocerun.

4. Hosas «bonblias urpa»
Y BoiiHa Ha KaBra3e

Pasropesiuytocs 60pb0y 3a KOHTPOJIb HaJ GOraTeiM HEQTHIO perHo-
HoMm Kacriug u Cpenneit A3um Bce uarile Ha3bIBalOT HOBOH «Oonbmioi
urpoii»*'. Iror Tepmun BBen B 060poT B XIX B. aHmmMiicKuii nost P. Kum-
JIMHT, ©UM€S B BUIy CTpareruuyeckoe nporuBobopcTso Bennxobpuranuu
1 Poccuu 3a rocnogctso B Cpenned Asum u Ha Kaskase. MMenHo Bo-
300HOB/ICHHUE T. H. «O0NbLION MIpbl» ONpeAeniIo U 3HadeHne Kaskasa B
rnobanbHoi crpareruu CLLIA. YTBepxaeHHE aMEPHKAHCKON rereMOHHH
B 3TOM per1oHe No3BoJuIo Obl, Kak yxe CKa3aHO, C OQHOH CTOPOHBI, 3a-
kpbiTh Poccun nmoctyn k HedraHbiM GorarctBaM Kacnus n Cpenneit
A3umy, a ¢ apyroii — obecneunno 6s1 koHTpois CIUA nag myTaMu Tpasc-
nopTHpoBKH 3Hepropecypcos. [lepsoii monsITkoi BeIOHTL Poccuio ¢ Kas-
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Ka3a ABJsIack (aKTuueckas COBMECTHAs arpeccus 3anmafia U UCIaMCKo-
ro dynnamentamsmMa B Ueune™, Toli ke LeMH CTYKHT MOAHTHKA BTS-
ruBanus Yipanusl u I'pysun B HATO u Bbitecnenus Poccuu ¢ UepHoro
Mopsl.

HHCTpyMEHTOM OCYIIECTBIECHHS! CBOEH M€réeMOHUCTCKOMN MONUTHKH
Ha KaBkasze CIIA wu3bpamm [py3uio. C mOMOUIBIO T. H. «PEBOJIIOLIHH
Po3» B2003 . OHM CMEHHIH B ITOH CTpaHe CBOEr0 NpPOBAIMBLLETOCS
crasnennuka lllesapHanse na HoByio kpearypy — Caakampumu®. Jra
OYepeaHas [BETHAs PEBONIONHMA HA MOCTCOBETCKOM MNPOCTPAHCTBE
NPOIEMOHCTPHPOBANIA KJIACCHYECKOE NPHMEHEHHE MATKO# cuibl. Chir-
paBllye pemalonyio poib B nepesopore «HanuonansHoe aBuxeHue
CaakauiBuiny», tenekanan «PycraBu-2» u «Kmapa» (JloBonsHo) Gbiu
packpyueHsl Ha cpenctsa dorna Copoca®. Lllnpoko dhuHaHCHpoBana
HENPaBUTENbCTBEHHBIE OpPraHU3aliMy, crosBiuue 3a CaakaluBHIH, H
aaMuuucrpanus Byma®’. Pazymeercs, Takas nommepikka ellie HEAaBHO
HHKOMY HEH3BECTHOTO aJ(BOKara He ciaydaiiHa. CaakaliBHJIM yYHUIICA B
Coenuuennsix Illtarax W paboran B CTpyKTypax, CBs3aHHBIX ¢ J[X.
Copocom. OH sBASETCA HACTOJBLKO «CTPACTHBIM TIPOAMEPHKAHCKHM
MOJIMITIOTOM», YTO, [0 NpHU3HAHHUIO aHrmuiickol «Financial Times», cTan
«MOBUMUYMKOM HEOKOHCEpBaTOpoB B Bammurrone»®. Tlo ceeneHmsM
TOro ke HMcTroyHuka, CaakamiBHIN OKPYXHI ceOs aMepHKaHCKHMH
KOHCYJIBTAaHTaMH W CIIEHaINCTaMH 110 nuapy. Tenepb aMepHKaHCKHi
npesujieHT k. By HasbiBan I'pysuio «Maskom cBobons», a bikesun-
CKHIl — «KpPOXOTHOM, He3aBUCHMOIT IeMOoKpartueit», kotopyio Poccus
murTaetcs «oesxanoctio (? — P. /l.) noAKyNnUTh, NOJABHTH H IIOAYH-
rutb»®. Hackombko [py3us He3aBHCHMa, MOXHO CyIHTh XOTs Gbl 10
TOMy (haKTy, 4TO BbICILIME AOKHOCTHBIE JIMLA 3TOrO rocyiapcTsa opu-
LMa/ILHO HAXOIATCA Ha oruiare amepukaHnes . (IT0cKonbKy OpULHATBHO
OHH IIOTYHalOT HUYTOXKHbIE N0 aMepUKaHCKuM Mepkam 1000-1500 momn.
B Mecsll, TO, BUIUMO, 3TO HE CUHUTAETCHA (OKCCTOKHM» MOAKYIIOM IO-
pYcCKH, a AeJaeTcs POCTO U3 NPUPOXHONW CKJIIOHHOCTH aMEPHKAHLEB
K xanoctd.) He3aBUCHMBIA KCOEPT MO MEKAYHAPOAHBIM OTHOIUEHH-
fM B KacmuiickoM pernoHe u Ha KaBkaze ®. Moliper numer: «Caaka-
WBKHJIHA OYTH OQHULHAIBHO ABIAETCSA YEJIOBEKOM AMEPHKH B PETHOHE,
HaxofsCh TaKXKe Moj “nporekuueii” Epponeiickoro Coio3a»’'. Jemo-
KpaTu3M COBpPEeMEHHOH I'py3uH He MeHee COMHUTENEH, YeM ee He3sa-
BHCHMOCTb.
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OwiM3auMu cui rpy3dHamMu U o6 ux Hamepenuax». [lo ciosam GbiBIIETO
nocna ['py3un B Poccun Kuumapuwsuiy, «1HuHO npesuaeHT bym nan
Z06po rpy3MHCKOMY PYKOBOACTBY Ha IIPOBEACHHE BOCHHBIX onepauuii B
Abxazum u lOxHo#i Ocetun». 31O CTano HM3BECTHO MOCIE BH3HTA B
Téunncu B uione 2008 r. roccexperaps CLUA K. Paiic, kotopas nana
«3eNeHbli CBET Ha MPOBECHHE BOCHHOH omnepaly 1o BOCCTAHOBIEHHIO
TEPPHTOPHATBLHO LienocTHOCTH I py3umn»™ . Boiee Toro, He TONBKO Iia-
Ba poccHiickoro npasutenscTBa B. [TyTuH, HO 1 M3BECTHBIN aHITIMACKUH
¢unocodp u nomuronor Dxon I'peit nonaraer, uro: «be3paccynHoe
Bropxxenne Muxanna Caakawsund B FOxnyto Ocetwio... BeposiTHee
BCEro BIOXHOBJISNIOCh HEKOTOPHIMHM WieHaMH aJMHHUCTpauuH byma B
Hajexae HanecTH ymep6 O6ame B npesumentckoit rorke»®’. 1o Gbina
THITMYHAs BOMHA 4y>KMMH pykaMmu (war by proxy), onuH u3 n3nobneH-
Hbix npueMoB B apceHane CIIIA. 130 amepHKaHCKHX BOCHHBIX COBET-
HHKOB Haxogunuch B [py3uu B MOMEHT Havana arpeccud. Poccuiickas
CTOpPOHa NPOAEMOHCTPHPOBATA M JOKA3aTE/ILCTBA HENEralbHOIO IpH-
CYTCTBHA aMEPHKAHCKHMX IpaIaH HEMOCPEICTBEHHO B 30HE 60EBbIX
AEHCTBHIT B MOMEHT UX BEICHHS' .

XapakTepHO H TO, YTO B MEPBbi€ Jachl BTOPKECHUS MPY3HHCKOH BO-
eHnmHb B FOxHYy0 OceTHio, korna cucrems! 3a1noBoro oras «Ipam n
«Ypara» CHOCWIH ¢ JIMLIa 3eMJIH *uible KBapTaisl lixuHBana, 3anan-
#eic CMH xpanunu noiHoe Mosyanue, kak 6yaro rubensb 1o MeHblued
Mepe COTeH MHPHBIX JIOel W CONAT-MHPOTBOPLEB HE 3aciyXHBaeT
BHHMaHHA. B 5TOT nepBblii, caMblif TSDKENBIH MOMEHT HayaBLICHCA BOM-
Hbl ToNbko poccuiickue CMH necnu Mupy npasjy O NpOHCXOAMBIIEH
TparennH. B 910 e BpeMs 3anajHble AUILIOMAThl GIOKHPOBANH MOMbBIT-
ky CoBera GesonacHoctn OOH ocyants Hadatyio I'py3sueil arpeccuro.
3ato kakoi HacTOAIIMH BOH JAENaHHOrO BO3MYILEHHs pa3janics Ha 3ana-
J€, KaK TOJILKO POCCHiiCKasi apMusl Mepelia B KOHTPHACTYTUIEHHE, Obl-
CTpo 0OpaTHB Ipy3HHCKHX «CYMEpMEHOB» B OecnopsaouHoe 6ercrso.
[Mogo6HOE mocThiAHOE MoBeAeHHE 3anafia eCTb HM YTO HHOE, KaK TOJH-
THYECKas M MpONaraHAMCTCKas NOJJEPXKKa arpeccopa.

I'nasHbIM cTOpoHHHKOM [py3un B aMepHKaHCKOH afMHHHCTpaLUH
CUMTAJICS H3BeCTHBIH «icTped», Bune-npe3uaeHT CIIA na momeHT co-
6brTuit Jux Yeiinn. OH ke sBISETCA OAHMM W3 ITIaBHBIX apXHTEKTOPOB
aMepHKaHCKOTro BTOp)keHHUs B Mpak. AKTMBHYIO THUILIOMATHYECKYIO NOA-
IEPXKY IPY3HHCKOH arpeccHH OKa3blBajl M BHIAHBbIH HEOKOHCEPBATOp,
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B 2002 r. goroBopa 06 orpaHMYeHNN CTpaTerMyeckmx HacTynaTebHbIX
MOTEHLNAOB, COLEPXABLUEro OLHOCTOPOHHE BbIFOAHbIE aMepuKaHLam
YCNOBKS, 0TKa3 OT BOEHHbIX 6a3 BO BbeTHame, 3aKpblTUe CTaHL MU 3feK-
TPOHHOI pa3Befku Ha Kybe, NOMOLLb B YTBEPXAEHUN BOeHHbIX 6a3 CLLIA
B CpefHeit A3uu, COTPYLHUYECTBO NO AdraHucTaHy u pag Apyrux
mep6. OcobeHHO cnefyeT OTMETUTbL OTKa3 B Moggepxke Amkapum B
2004 n, no3sonuBLUMIA pexumy CaakallBWAW YTBEPAWUTb CBOK BMACTb
Haf, 3Tol pecny6anKOl, NPOBO3r/IaCUBLLENR CBOKO He3aBUCUMOCTb. B oT-
BeT B. lNMyTuH oxugan, yuto 3anag, v npexge scero CLUA, npusHatoT
3aKOHHOCTb MHTepecoB Poccuy Kak permoHasbHOW AepyaBbl Ha Mpo-
cTpaHcTBe 6biBwero CCCP. 31oro, 04HaKo, He Cy4nnoch.

Kak oTMeyaloT aHanMTWUKK, B Moc/efHue rogbl Poccusi naccuBHO,
HO C pacTylleli TpeBOroi Habnogana 3a Tem, Kak 3anaf oCyLlecTBAseT
ee cTpaTernyeckoe okpy>keHve nytem pacwmpeHns HATO Ha BOCTOK,
peLleHns pasmecTuTb amepukaHckue MPO B EBpone, opraHusauuu
«LUBETHbIX PEBOJIIOLMA» Ha MOCTCOBETCKOM MPOCTPAaHCTBE U APYrux
Mep. Ho cTpemneHue BknounTb B HATO YKpavHy «ABASANOCH YXKe
thyHamMeHTabHOIA Yrpo30ii HauuoHanbHoW 6e3onacHocT Poccun. OHo
cienano 6bl Poccuto 6e33allMTHOM U FPo3nI0 AecTabunmanpoBaTtb ee
camy. Korga ke CLUA 3awim HacTOMbKO [afieko, YTO MPessioKuun
UNEeHCTBO B O/10Ke yxke 1 py3uun, TeM caMbIM YTBepXas NpucyTcTBue
HATO rny6oko Ha KaBkase, pycckue cenanu Mmy6/nyYHO 03BYUeHHbIl
BblBOZ, YTO CoeAmHeHHble LLITaTbl HamMepeHbl OKPY>XWUTb M PackonoThb
Poccunio» (k. dpuaman).

Elle ofHMM BaXKHbIM CUrHasioM Ans MOCKBbl Obl0 OTTOPXEHUE
Kocoso ot Cep6uun. MpaBuTenscTtBo Poccun U nNyo6andHO, U Hedop-
Ma/lbHbIM 06pa3om 06palanocb K 3amagy € nNpocbboil He Mpu3HaBaTb
He3aBUCUMOCTb 3TOW pecny6anMKyM XOTA Obl (hOpManbHO, YTO He Nome-
Wwano 6bl ee pakTUUecKoi camocToATenbHocTU. OTKas, cAenaHHbIli B
NOLYEPKHYTO YHU3UTENLHON (hopme, Mokasan MOCKBe, YTO C ee MHTe-
pecamy He CUMTalOTCA [aXe B CPABHUTENbHO Manblx Bonpocax. Korga
Poccus npurposuna B OTBET NPU3HATb He3aBUCUMOCTb Abxa3un n KOx-
Holi OceTuw, 3anaj LMHUYHO OTBETW/I, UTO Mapannens ¢ KocoBo Heyme-
CTHa. oBopwunocb, Hanpumep, 4yto HATO nowno BoeBaTb B KOCOBO
TOMIbKO UCTOLUUB AUMIOMATUYECKME YCUINA MO PaspeLLleHnto KOHQIINK-
Ta, UTO peXxxum MwunoLieBmya oCyLLeCcTBAAN B 3TOW NPOBUHLMN FeHOLWA
anbaHueB M T. 4. «HOxHasa OceTus >Xe, HanpoTWB, OGblna POCCUIACKMM
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HHSl CO CTOPOHBI BBICOKOMOCTABIEHHBIX AMEPHKAHCKUX JHMILIOMAaTOB O
TOM, 4TO MoOble neiicTBus I'py3un B KOxHoi OceTHH BBI3OBYT cylle-
CTBEHHbI# poccHHCKHH oter»’ . He BUHa MOCKBBI, 9TO PYKOBOJCTBO
CLIA, HanpaBnsiBuiee AeiicTsus CaaxalBUIH, 3TUMH NPEAyTPEXKAE-
HUAMHU npeHebpero.

Tem BpeMeHeM 00CTaHOBKA B 30HE KOH(QHKTA CTajla CTPEMHTENBHO
HaKaJIATECA, 1-ro M 2-ro aBrycra OCETHHBI 3aMETHJIH, YTO Ha4aJjcs Mac-
COBBIH BbIBO3 JieTeH U JKEHIMH W3 TPY3HHCKHUX CEJl, PACIIOIOKEHHBIX B
HenocpeacTBeHHOH Gnu3octu ot cromuusl KOO LxuuBana. B Hous ¢ 1-ro
Ha 2-e MPOH30LLE HHTEHCHBHBII 06CTpe roposa He TOJIbKO U3 CTPETIKO-
BOTO OPYHsl, HO U apTHiieprei. | py3HHCKHe cHalnepbl HadalIn OXOTy
32 MUPHBIM HacelleHHeM. B pernoHe MoBLICHNIaCh aKTMBHOCTb IPY3HH-
ckoit pa3Benku. I'py3vHCKHE BOHCKa CTalIM 3aHHUMaTh BBICOTHI, MOCIIOA-
CTBOBaBLiKe Haj ropofoM LixuxBanoM u goporoi, cesasbiBasiei KOO u
Poccuio B 06be3n rpy3HHCKHX cell. 6 uMcia LeCTEpPO OCETHHCKNX Kpe-
CTbfH, KOCHBIIIMX CEHO Ha CBOMUX YTOIHUSIX, ObLIH pacCTpessiHbl H3 aBTO-
MaTH4YECKOro opyxHsa. B ToT xe neHb nosBunach HHPOPMALIUS O TOM,
uyto B padionax [pysuu, npuneratomnx k OO nposomutca HernacHas
Mobunuzauusa. B 3ty yacel Poccust npennpunsiia nocneaHiol0 oT4asH-
HYIO TOMBITKY NPEAOTBPaTUTh HAJBHHYBLIYIOCH Tpareuio. B Toumucu
6bu1 HanpasieH nocon PO no ocobbiM nopyuenusam Ilonos, crpeMus-
HIMACA pa3paauTh 0O6CTaHOBKY Yepe3 MEXAaHH3M CMEMIaHHOM YeThIpex-
CTOPOHHEH KOMMCCHH 110 NOAJIEPKAHUIO MHPA, CO3JAHHON B COOTBETCT-
BuH ¢ JlarombicckuMu cornanieHusamy. ORHAKO IPy3HHCKas CTOPOHA OT-
Kasajach OEHCTBOBaTh B paMKkax 3Toi KoMHcchHu. C 3TOro MOMeHTa
CTaJIO ICHO, YTO O PELIAIOLIMX COOBITHI OCTAalOTCR Yachl.

MHaye Kak BepOJOMCTBOM B OTHOLIEHHH BCEro MHpPOBOro coo6-
HIECTBa HEJb3sl Ha3BaTh BbIOOP IPY3MHCKHM PYKOBOACTBOM HOYH Ha-
kaHyHe OTKpbiTHS Onumnuiickux urp B [lexkuHe, kak BpeMeHH Hama-
aenns. TOHIMCH ABHO pacCYMTbIBAJI HA TO, YTO CKOPOTEYHas onepauus
NPOTHB [UIOXO BOOPYKEHHbIX «CEMapaTUCTOB» 3aKOHUWUTCH MpPEexIe,
4eM MHp OTOpPBETCA OT TenedkpaHoB. Ho BeplmHHON JKH U JTHLEME-
pHsl SIBJIAIOTCS MHPHbIE 3aBEpEHUS B MPEKPAIICHUH OTHs, CACIaHHbIE
Npe3UAEeHTOM M APYTHMMH odHIManbHBIME JHLIaMH [ py3nu OykBanbHO
3a HECKOJIBKO 4acoB A0 Hauana HanajaeHus. M3noxennble daxThl He-
OIPCBEPKHMO CBHAETENBCTBYIOT, YTO IPY3HHCKOE PYKOBOICTBO TBED-
JI0 LIUI0 K OCYLIECTBICHHIO CBOHX JaBHO B3JIEJIEAHHBIX M TLIATEIbHO
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MOATOTOBJIEHHBIX arpeCCHMBHBIX HaMEpPEHUI, He HYX/JasAChb HH B YbHX
«IIPOBOKALIUAX».

O6 3TOM %€ NrOBOPHUT M CaM XapakTep MPEANpUHATHIX 60eBbIX ACH-
crBHil. OHM Hayanuch ¢ obcTpena XublX kBapTaioB LixuHBana U nosu-
i POCCHIICKMX MHPOTBOPLEB TPY3HHCKHMH CHCTEMaMH 3aJllOBOrO
oris «I'pag», mMuHOMeramu kanubpa 203 mMm M raybuuamu kanubpa
152 MM eme Gonee cTpammHoii nopaxaroueii cuitb’. He ciryuaeH u Bbi-
60p BpeMeHH UIA HaHECEHHs MaccoBoro yaapa — 23 waca 36 MUHYT
HOYH 7 aBrycTa, T. €. MOMEHTa, KOTJA FOPOXaHE YK€ CHAT, U AOJDKHBI
noHecTn HauOonmbWKHHA ypoH. D10 Obln HaMepeHHbIH MpHKa3 caMoro
mpesujienTa [py3un. [To cBenenusm rasetel «New York Times», Gonbiiias
rpynna cBuaeTeneii NoATBEPXKAAET, 4To «uepe3 30 MHHYT mocie npHka-
3a r-Ha CaakallBH/IH IPy3HHCKHE BOCHHbIE OOPYIUIHIH Ha rpakaaHCKHE
paionbl ropoaa LixuHBana v 6a3y pocCHICKHX MHPOTBOPLEB THKENbIH
IIKBAJI PAKETHOTO M APTHILIEPHICKOrO OTHS» . JTO HE OTBET MUHUE-
CKHM «IIPOBOKaTOpaM», a MOMbITKAa OCYLIECTBHTb YCTPailleHHe OCETHH-
CKOTO HaceJeHHs, HaHEeCsd eMy KaK MOXHO OGonbiiue septBbl. CyTh rpy-
3MHCKOH CTpaTeruM JIAaKOHMYHO BbIpaXkeHa B CaMOM Ha3BaHHMH, KOTOPOE
pykoBoxctBo ['py3un mano npoBomumoii onepauny — «LMuHaa Benu»
(«Hucroe mone»).

Hecmortps Ha To uTo Poccus npuHsia NPUELMITHAIIBHOE PELIEHUE O
Iamme cBoux rpaxaaH B OO, koHKpeTHbIH ACHb U Hac Hayajia O0eBBIX
AeiicTBuit ocTaBasics ee apMuM HeusBecTeH. [lo cBeneHUAM, HcxoasIILUM
OT PANOBBIX COJAAT OJHOTO M3 POCCHICKHX MOTOCTPEIKOBBIX OaTanbo-
HOB, y4aCTBOBaBLIKX B BOiiHe, 60€Basi TpeBOra M NPHKa3 O BHIABHIKCHHH
B paiioH 6oeBbIX AeHCTBHI OblI MOJNy4YeH B BOMCKax HEOXKHIAHHO B
3 yaca HouM 8 aBrycrTa, T. €. CIyCTs BCEro JIHIIb TPH Yaca ¢ HeGOJIbLLINM
nocne Hayana obcrpena Lixuusana®. [puminocs oTkasaTbest oT norpys-
KM TKETOH TEeXHHMKM Ha IuiaTopMbl CieLHasbHBIX TAradei, uro ob-
Jeryqno 6bl ee TPaHCMOPTUPOBKY, HO BbI3BAIO Obl 3a€PKKy OTHPABKH
KOJIOHHbl Ha HECKOJNBKO 4acoB. BMeCTO 3TOro ABHHYAMCH Ha I'yCEHHU-
Hom xomy®'. Ecqn 6bl poccuiickas CTOpOHA ONpENeaNa pasBHTHE KOH-

ukTa, To obecneunna Obl MOXOHYIO FOTOBHOCTb BOMCK K Ha3HaueH-
HOMY BPEMEHH.

O TOM K€ TOBOPHT M MEPBOHa4aJIbHBIN Xapakrep ACHCTBHH poc-
cuiickoii apMHH, nBHHYBILEcs B LIXMHBaN He HANPAMYIO Yepe3 rpy3uH-
ckue cesa 6nau3 ropona, a no obbe3aHo#i Aopore. B atoMm nposiBuiioch
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ralbHO JIEMOPAJIN30BaJI0 PacCYHTHIBaBUIHX Ha OwicTpylo mobemy rpy-
SMHCKHX BOAK»®. «Mbl GHITHCHL 32 CBOH rOpoJL, a Il HUX OH GbLT uy-
KHM», — nosicHun AHaronui BapankeBuy, cexperapb Cosera Ge3omnac-
HocTH PIOO B MOMEHT COGBITHII™. DTH OLCHKM MOATBEPKIAIOT H 3a-
nagHbie Habmogatenu: «HukTo He ocnapuBaer, 4To (rpy3HHCKas) apMus
0bl71a OXBaY€Ha Xa0COM M CTPAXOM, KOTOPbIH JOCTUI TAKHX MPOMOPLHIA,
yTO OHa Oexasia BCIo JOPOry A0 CTONHLLI, OpocuB ropoa I'opu 6e3 noa-
rOTOBKH K Kakoii-n1u6o cepbe3noil 060poHe H elle 0 TOro, KaK pyCCKHE
AOCTHITIM €0 CKONMbKO-HHOYAb 3HaUMTENbHbIMU cunaMu. [lyTs orcTyn-
NeHus Obln ycesiH OpolICHHBIM CHapshkeHHeM». HaroBckuii crapuiuii
oduuep Aaxke yTBepXK/ajl, YTO OJHH H3 BbICOKOMOCTABJIEHHBIX IPY3HH-
CKHX TeHepajioB Oexxan ¢ nons 60s B MalllMHE CKOPOH MOMOILY, «OCTa-
BB 1103a/(H CBO# LONI" H CBOHX COMaT®.

OnHako B Tex ciyyasix, KOrga rpy3HHCKHE BOCHHBIE BDEMEHHO OKa-
3WBAJIMCh XO35€BaMH NONOXCHUSA, OHH MPOSBISIH IOUCTHHE 3BEPHHYIO
KECTOKOCTb. OCETHHCKHE BIACTH, 0OLIECTBEHHbIC OPraHU3aIMH U IeHe-
pankHas npokyparypa P® ocylecTRIAIOT camblii TIHATEIbHbIH cOOp
IOPHANYECKHX A0Ka3aTeNbCTB 3JIOACAHHH, COBEPIICHHBIX TIPY3WHCKOH
BoeHI[HHOMK Ha 3emiue HOO. /lecaTky Thicau CBHAETENbCKHUX TNOKa3aHHM
 BEILECTBEHHBIX YJIMK HEOMPOBEPKUMO MOATBEPKAAIOT (aKT TPEThEro
10 cYeTy FeHOLMIAa OCETHH, OPraHW30BaHHOTO IPY3MHCKHMH BIIaCTAMH.
[panjio3Ho# ynuKoii ABNseTCs caM M3ypoAOBaHHBIN ropon L{xnHBa1, B
KOTOpoM OBblIO MOJNHOCTBIO PaspylieHO HIM YAaCTHYHO MOBPEXIECHO
70 % 3nannit. Elte crpamiHee KapTHHA B OJHOCTBIO COXOKEHHBIX OCe-
TUHCKHX C€/1ax, HEHAJoNTo NoOLIBABIIMUX B PyKaX 3aXBaT4yHKoB. CHCOK
NOrHOWHX B KOH(UIMKTE OCETHHCKHMX Tpa)KIaH COCTAaBISAET HA CEro-
MEswWHWA geHb 365 yen., okono 1700 yen. uMcnATcs nponasiuuMu 6e3
BectH, cBbiie 30 Thic. yen. okasanuce O6exeHuamu. ['eHepanbHas npo-
Kyparypa P®d 3aduxcnposana nokasanus 50 TeiC. cBUAETENEH KOH(IUK-
Ta. B BHX, B 4aCTHOCTH, OTpaKeHbl (aKTb! paccTpena rPy3HHCKUMH BO-
eHHbIMM MHPHBIX rpaxaad 0O, BkiroYas KEHIMH W AETEH; METaHUA
WaHar B MOABAJIBI € XUTeNAMH LIXMHBana, yKpeIBIIMMHCS OT 00CTpena;
JruuToReHNS AH0fEH NOA ryCeHMLUAMH TAaHKOB; COMGKEHHS 32XHBO M
Jpyrux 38epcTB. MaciuTabhl U TAKECTh COBEPILEHHBIX 3TOESHUH To-
BOpAT O TOM, YTO Ofepauus «YuCToe 10jle» HUMENa LENbI0 BOBCE HE
«BOCCTAHOBJIEHHE KOHCTHTYLIMOHHOTO MOPS/IKa», KaK JDKMBO YTBEp-
&naior rpy3sHHCKHE BIACTH, M JaXe HE HACHJIbCTBEHHOE MpPUCOEIHHe-



40 CospemeHHbie MexAyHapOoOHble OMHOWeHUs u 80UHa Ha Kaskase

nue 00 k I'py3un, a mpocTo YHHUTOXKCHHE M U3rHAHHE OCETHH C KO-
PEHHBIX 3€MEJIb X HCTOpPHYECKOro obutaHus. IToT (GaKT HACTOIBKO
OYEBHJCH BCEMY OCETHMHCKOMY HACENICHHIO, YTO OTKa3 BEAyMIUX 3amai-
HBIX TMOJIATHKOB NPH3HATh JCHCTBHS I'PY3HHCKHMX BIAaCTEH TCHOLIMAOM
BOCIPHHHMAETCS KaK MPOsIBIICHHE OTBPATUTENBHOTO JIHLIEMEPHS.

Cnenyer y4uTsIBaTh U TO, YTO B CIy4ac OTKa3a POCCHHCKOrO pykKo-
BOZACTBA JaTh AOCTOMHBIH OTIOp Ipy3WHCKOH arpecCHd OHO OKa3biBa-
JOCh IMepe JHIOM OCTPOTO BHYTPHIIOJIMTHYECKOTO KpH3HCA. YTpom
8 aBrycra Ha ueHTpaIbHOH IUOW@aMM BragukaBkasa nepen 34aHHEM
npasuTenbcTBa M napnamedta CeBepHoit OceTH crauu coGHparbes
POIACTBEHHHKH, 3HAKOMBIE U COYYBCTBYIOIHE TEX, KTO MPATAICH OT 00-
cTpena B moapanax ll{xuaBana. Bo3MymieHHbIe TeM, YTO, KaK HM Ka3sa-
JIOCb, POCCHICKOE PYKOBOACTBO Oe3fieficTByeT, coOpaBIlUHECs ThIKaJIH B
JIMLO JAeNyTaraM MapiaMeHTa pecnyOiMku MoGuiibHbIE TeIedOHBI € CO-
OOLEHHAMH OT I0JKaH, IOJHBEIMH OTYAsHHAA U MOJILOBI 0 MOMOILH. JIroau
TpeOOBaNIH HEMEICHHBIX NEHCTBUI POCCHICKOI apMHH MO CMAaceHHUIO
OxHoit Ocerun. Hamo y4uThIBaTh, YTO B MOIMTHYECKOH KYABType Ha-
ponos CesepHoro KaBka3za €cThb Takoe KpaiiHee CpEIACTBO BbIPaKCHHs
IpOTECTa, KaK CTHXHIHOE NPOBEAEHHE MacCOBOTO MUTHHIA, Tpebylore-
ro CMeHbI pecnyOIIHKaHCKOro pyKkoBoncTBa. Ilono6HbIe MUTHHTH HEpea-
KO IepepacTajld B MaccoBble OECIOPAIKH, CONMPOBOKIABIINECS 3aXBa-
TOM IIPaBHTENbCTBEHHBIX 3[aHUI U CBEpXEHHEM MECTHOMH BiacTH. Tak,
Haripumep, 6su10 B 1981 rogy, korma BbllLieIIKME H3-110J, KOHTPOJIS CO-
6brris npuHynmiy BeceMorymuid IIK KIICC cmeHuTs pykoBOACTBO pec-
ny6auku. B nanHOM ciyuae curyanus 6buia Kyna Oonee cioxHOR. B Te
K€ CaMbl€ 9achl THICSYH MOJIOABIX JIOACH 3aMHChIBATHCH B OTPALBI B06-
POBOJLLOB B HITabe, CTHXHITHO BO3HHKIIIEM HEMOAAIEKY OT 3AaHHUS mpa-
BUTENBCTBA. OJHOBPEMEHHO O CBOCHi FOTOBHOCTH NPHHATh Y4acTHE B
OTPaXEHUHU T'PY3HHCKOH arpeccHy 3asBHIM IPAKTHYECKH BCE KPYMHbIE
Ka3aybd OOBEUHEHHS CTpaHbl, IPYMIbl JOOPOBOJIBIEB U3 BCEX CEBEPO-
KaBKa3cKux pecny6iauk, Mocksbi, Bonorasl, PocTtoBa 1 MHOTHX ApyrHX
ropogoB Poccun, a Taxke u3 Ykpauusl, Apmenun v A6xasuu. B ciyuae,
ecii Obl BCE 9TH JTIOAU PEILWIH, YTO POCCHHCKOE PYKOBOICTBO IIPENAJIO
HOxuyto Oceruto, To nocneactBust 6su1n 661 Henpeackaszyembl. Obcra-
HoBKka B Cesepnoil OceTHH cpa3y pa3psauiach, KaK TOJBKO MPE3HAECHT
Poccum Jl. MezaBeneB BBICTYNIHII 8 aBI'yCTa I10 TEIEBUAECHUIO, OOBSIBHB O
BoeHHo# nopgepxke HOxHoi Ocetun.
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uMu», 4yeM, Harprumep, BmemarenbctBo HATO Ha Bankanax, koraa n
pe3y/ibTaTe MacCoBOH aBHALMOHHOHN KaMIIAHMM pa3pyulanach rpax-
naHckas uHdpactpykrypa Cepbun u 6bUI0 YHHUTOXKEHO OKOJIO ThICS-
YyHu ee MUpHBIX rpaxaad. U yxk 3aBemoMo otBeT Poccuu Ha arpecchio
y ee HXKHBIX pybexel O6b1 Kyna Oonee «IponoOpIHOHANEH», YEM OT-
set CIIA na Tpareauto 9/11.

PaccMoTpetiHble (pakThl ONPOBEPraloT pacxoxee Ha 3anage MHeHue
0 «JIOBYILLKe», KOBApHO paccraBneHHOH KpemieM nns HeBHHHO#H rpy-
3UHCKOH «HAEMOKpPAaTHH» C MOMOLIBI0 OCETHMHCKHX «IPOBOKaTOPOBY.
Cxopee, MUp CTaNn CBHIETENIEM IPy3HHCKOH arpeccHH, HarlloCTb, KECTO-
KOCTb M aBaHTIOPU3M KOTOPO# OOLACHAIOTCA pacyeToM Ha momoupb 3a-
naja, u npexae cero CIIIA.

7. MeskayHapoaHbie NOC/eACTBHUS BOWHbI

I'masHeiM utorom IsTuaHeBHO# BoHHBLI Ha KaBkase crano To, 4To
OHa sipko mokasana npeaenst BaugHus CoeauHenusix HlratoB B co-
BpeMeHHOM Mupe. OaypMaHeHHbie nonoxenneM CHIA kak emuHcrT-
BEHHO! CBEpXJEP)KaBhl, aMEPHKAHCKHE HEOKOHCEPBATOPBI HE 3aMETH-
JI1, KaK H3MeHHIICS OanaHC CHII B MUpe He B UX noins3y. Ha aTom done
Poccus Bnepsble ¢ Hawana 90-X IT. Hauana akTUBHO 3aLUHUILATH CBOM
HauuoHanbHble HHTEpechl. [lo cioBam Hemenkoro skcnepra no Poc-
cun Anekcanapa Papa, pycckue «aBuHynuces B I'py3uro, utobsl 6po-
cuTh Bbi3oB 3anany. M 3amax okasancs GeccuneH. Mbl HMeeM Jeio ¢
HoBo# Poccueii»®. IMEHHO 3TOro ¥ He 3aMETHJIM MpaBAIIMe KPYTH
CLLA, npHBbIKIIKE UMETb AETIO C «PBIXJIOH» €NbLHHCKO-KO3bIPEBCKOM
IunoMarueii «Ja».

JefcTBUTEIbHO, COKPYIUHTENbHOE MOPAKEHUE COIO3HHKA BCKPBI-
JI0 HEaleKBaTHOCTh MBILIJIEHHS aMEPUKAHCKHX NONUTHKOB. Kak roso-
puiocs Beime, pyxoBoacTBo CIIIA npourHopupoBaino npegynpexae-
HUA aMEpUKAHCKHUX IHMILIOMAaTOB O TOM, YTO arpeccHBHbIe AEHCTBHS
I'py3un B otHOweHNH IOxuo#H OceTHH BBI3OBYT OTBETHLIE HEHCTBHS
Poccuu. BuauMo, aMepHKaHCcKas CTOPOHAa B TakOM Jke nyxe HHpop-
MHUpOBana M CBOHMX MNOAONEYHbIX. Bo BCSAKOM cilydae, 3aMeCTHTENb
MHHHCTpa 060poHbI [ Py3HH NpH3Hai, YTO NPaBHTEILCTBO €ro CTPaHb!
HE BEPHJIO B BO3MOKHOCTb OTBETHBIX AchcTBUH Poccuu u 6buio co-
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fo KANMTaNa B perdoHe — pa3pabotku kpymnHeiwero Kamaranckoro
MECTOPOXC/IEHHS, pa3BelaHHble 3arnachl He(TH KOTOPOroO COCTaBIAIOT
10 muinuapaoB Oappeneii. KoHcopunyM KpynHeEHIUMX 3anaJHbIX KOM-
paHWH NJIAHUPOBAN TPAHCIIOPTHPOBKY 3TOTO ChIPbsl YEPE3 HMEIOLLUICA
rpybonposon baxy—T6umucun—/Ixkeiixan (BT/).

Ente ogHHM BaXKHbIM MOCIEACTBHEM 3TOH BOMHBI CTAJIO YCHICHHE
xopaukra unTepecoB CLIA u ux corosHukoB no HATO. Mmenno ¢
)THM CBsi3aHa 1ocpeaHuYeckas Muccus npesuaeHTa Opanuun Capkosy,
MOCTapaBIIErOCs NEPEXBATHTL MUPOTBOPUECKYIO HHHLIMATHBY Y aMepH-
KaHLEB. 3TO BBI3BAJIO PE3KYI0 KPUTHKY CO CTOPOHBI 3a0KEaHCKHX «SCT-
peboB» no nosoxy «Msrkorenoctid» Esponsl. [To Muenunio Cawun Mak-
HaMaphl - aHAJHWTHKAa NpPAaBOTO HCCJIENOBATENbCKOro LeHTpa «PoHA
nacaenusa», — EBponeiickuii Coro3 nocnan Poccun curHan o ToM, 9to
«ee neicTBua colmyT GesHakasannow'®'. Cpemu eBpOmEHCKHX WiIeHOB
HATO npousowten sBHbIA packon mo mMoBOIy Mep B oTHouleHuu Poc-
cMM. MHorue HOBbl€ wWieHbl anbgHca H3 BocrouHoii m LleHTpanbHoM
Esponsl — Ttakue kak [losbma u cTpadbl bantuu — pe3ko KpUTHKYIOT
MockBy i TpeOytOT HAJTOKEHHS Ha HEE KECTKUX IKOHOMHYECKHUX CAHK-
uni. B 1o e Bpems npencrasurenu T. H. Crapoii Esponsi — npexae
scero Mpannuu, [epmannn U Utanum — BBICTYNAIOT 32 MPOAOIDKEHUE
cTparernueckoro guanora ¢ Poccueit'®. Iepcnextussl npuema [pysun
B HATO ocnoxunmucs'®, Tax kak crano sicwo, 4o 3ta CTpaHa MOXeET
BISHY'I'> BOEHHbIH 670K B BoiiHy ¢ Poccnein™.

Pa3ouapoBaHie aMepHKaHIIEB Bhi3Bana 1 mosuuus Mspanna'®. Ha-
KaHylie BOHHBI 3Ta CTpaHa MocTasisiia B [ py3nio opyxue W HanpaBuia
TyAa CBOMX MHCTpyKTOpoB. OIHaKo 3a HEAENIO 0 Hayana 60eBbIX JCi-
ctBui M3panib 0ObgBHI O NpeKpallieHMH BOCHHBIX TIOCTaBOK. «SIcHO,
YTO M3PAMIIBTAHE 3HAJHM, YTO JODKHO OblNO NPOM30MTH, H HE XOTENH B
oM ydacTBoBarh». [locne BOHHbI IPaBUTENLCTBO CTPaHbl CAENANO BCE,
YTO OT HEro 3aBHceno, 4Tobsl H3bexarb koHppoHTauuu ¢ Poccueil. Ta-
Kasi MO3MLMA CBA3aHA CO CNELU(PHUIECKUM MEXTYHAPOAHBIM MOJIOKEHH-
eM Hzpauns. CeronHs oHO AOBONBHO O€30MacHO: 3aHATBIE MEXIOYCO-
Ouieii najnecTHHLBI ocaabneHsl; B JIuBaHe JOCTUIHYTO B3aUMOMNOHHUMA-
HHe C BIMATENbHBIMH ¢pakuusmu; Hopnanns, mo cymecrsy, craia
corosHukoM; Eruner naBHO oTkasancs oT npotHBobopcTBa; CHpHs Bpa-
KnebHa, HO U30JMpoBaHa; MpaH He HMeeT OOCTaTOUHBIX CUIl M CPEACTB
1 HEMEMJIEHHOro HanaaeHus; Kuralt He BMelnuBaercst B OJMIKHEBO-



















































84 Henb 8 LixurHeane nocne 60UHbI: CMPaHUYKU U3 OHEBHUKa

Haxomsich cpean o6GnoMKoB oceTHHCKoro Tearpa B Llxunsane, s
BCIIOMHHAJI 3TH JalieKHe UCTOPHYECKHe coObITHA He ciydaiiHo. M3secr-
HEIil poccHiickHii UCTOpHK-KaBKkasoBed M. biues noKasar , 9TO TNOJIMTH-
deckas KylIbTypa TPy3HHCKHX TaBaJoB COpMHpOBANACh MOJ BIMSHHEM
HMEHHO X BOCTOYHBIX nopaborureneil. JleiicTBUTENLHO, 3TO MOATBEp-
XKIAaeTcq IKCNaHcHeH rpy3uHckux nomemukos B l0xuo# Ocetnn, npo-
HCXOZIMBIIEH HECKONbKO CTOJNETHH, B CaMbIX BapBapCKHX M KECTOKHX
¢popmax. Ilocne Toro kak Ocerust — 6e3 pasnenenus Ha Cesep u 10T —
nobGpoBosbHO Berynmia B Poccuio B 1774 1, T. e. 3a AeBATH JIET 0 MO/~
nucaHus [eoprueBckoro Tpakrara, 3Ta KCHaHCHA MONYyYHIa XOTh U He-
MOCIEAOBATENbHYI0, HO CYIIECTBCHHYIO NOJUIEPKKY CaMOIEPIKaBusl,
TakuM myTeM, Napckasi aMHHHCTPaUsl CTPEMHNACH KYNUTH MONICPK-
Ky I'PY3HHCKHMX TaBaJiOB, NOCTOAHHO WHTPHUIOBaBiHX NpotuB Poccuu B
corose ¢ [lepcueit u Typuuei. 1llans gyyBcTBa unrareneii, M. banes
NPHBOJUT MO KOHKPETHBIX NPHUMEPOB H3JICBATENLCTB T'PY3UHCKHX
[IOMEIMKOB HaJl OCETHHCKHMH KpECTbAHAMH, OTOBapHBas, 4TO HCTO-
pHYECKHE JOKYMEHThI COJIEPXKAT MHOXKECTBO MOAOOHBIX CBHACTENbCTB.
Ho u tex ¢akToB, KOTOpBIE MPHBOAHT HCTOPUK, AOCTAaTOYHO, YTOObI
YBHJIETb — B TPY3HHCKHX MOMEHIMKAX MEPCHl HALLIH AOCTOHHBIX yue-
HUKOB. TONBKO OAHMM M3 HHX OB yMOMHHaBIUHMHCS BbIIIE reHepan
B. JIxyrenu. B 6onee ckpbiThix popmax 3aurpbiBanne MOCKBBI C Tpy-
3MHCKHMH BJIaCTAMH 3a CYET OCETHHCKUX MHTEPECOB NMPOIOIKANIOCH U
B coBeTckoe BpeMs'. Ho mo-HacTosleMy BOCTOUHbIE KOPHH KOIOHH-
aJIbHOH MOJIMTUKHU TPY3UHCKUX HALIMOHAIHCTOB [IPOSBUIHCH B HE3aBH-
cumoii I'pysuu.

WMeHHO KynbTypy NMEPCHICKHX BalMeB M Typeukux Oanmmby3ykos
NOKa3ajdd BCEMY MUpY Ipy3HHCKMe BOiicka, BopBaBuinecs B IOxHyto
Oceruio B 2008 r. JleficTBuTenbHO, 06CTpEN CHALIEr0 TOPOAa YCTaHOB-
KaMH{ 3aJnoBoro orus «l'pagy», «oxora» TaHKOB 3a MalIHHamH OexeH-
1IEB, B30pPBaHHBI# BOAOMPOBOA, pa3pylleHHe GONbHUIBI U MHOTHE ApY-
THe aKThl BaHAaJM3Ma He TpedyroTcs s JOCTHXKEHHS BOCHHOW nolGe-
1ael. Ho, mogo6Ho 3BepcrBam Ara MyxamMmen-xana, OHH HYXHbI, YTOOb!

! Mmeetca B ULy, HallpUMED, CTANKHCKHIL 1U1al 20-X TONOB BK/IIOYMTS BCIO OceTwio.
Huryweruo u CyHxeuckuii kazauuii okpyr B cocras ['pysun wim nepeaada lOro-
Bocrouwoii wactu ropnoit Cesephoii Ocernu B cocras Kasberckoro paiiona [pysuu
B 1944 r. (cM. Baues M. Yka3. cou, C, 321-329; 341-342).
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XOpOLUO BHAEN Bce moie 60s cpasy v kaxaoro Goiiua B OTAENLHOCTH.
MHe NpHLIUIOCh NPOAO/IKMTH 3aKaIHBAIOLHE POLEAYPBI Ii ropia.

IMocne «6GapkaT-GEPHKET» YACMHTHE B IIHPOKOM CMBICHE CJ0BA
GbLIO 3aBEPHICHO, H Mbl MOEXaNH B Kade, 4TOOBl MPHCOETHHHUTBCA K
6apuam. Tpoe Hammx x03s€B MOCACAOBAIN C HAMH. B3nsHYB Ha MeHS,
Cranucnas MaromeroBu4 nocnemui obHanexnrb: «Pycnan, Tapcka Ma
kaHa'. TBOM WHTepechl GymyT yuTeHn». Korna Mbr Bomumu B 3an kade,
0Ka3a/10Ch, YTO N'OCTH YK€ 3aBEPLIMIIM Tpane3y ¥ OTORUIM Ha IUIOLAb,
rae Yepes mapy 4acoB JOJDkeH ObL1 Hayarbes 6NMaroTBOPHTENbHbIH KOH-
uepT. Hm Gbiio HEOOXOOMMO MOATOTOBHTHCA: YCTAHOBHTH U MPOBEPHTH
annapatrypy, OCBOUTb CleHYy U T. A. JUis Hac ke ObUT HaKpLIT elle OAHH
«COCTaBHOM» CTON, TECHO 3acCTaBJCHHBIN Omonamu u Oytsuikamu. [lo-
CKOJIbKY JI0 KOHLIEPTA MBI FOCTAM Yike ObUIM HE HYXKHBI, TO CEJIH 3a CTON
yKe HEe «CUMBOJIHUECKH», a 6e3 Bcskoi cneuky, ocHoBaTenbHo. Hatun
X03s1€Ba MpPEATIONKHUIM BO3IIIABUTh 3acTosbe CraHucnaBy MaromeToBuyy,
HO TOT PELUMTEILHO OTKa3aJICs, NPEIIOKUB ITY NOYETHYIO Pojib CTaHH-
cnasy Kouueny. [Tocie HEKOTOPOro COMPOTHBIIEHHS TOT COITIACHIICA.

B 3tor menp Yeryp Xyuay HHKak He MOF OTHOXHYTb OT Halleil KoM-
MaHHK «JOCTOMHBIX JIOAEHY, TO M JIENO HAXOAMUBUIMX HOBYIO «TOYKY B
MHPOBOM IIPOCTPAHCTBEY, TO3BOJABILYIO NPOCIABHTH €TI0 BEIHKOE HM3L.
Hamm GbiBanbiif TaMana yBepeHHO PacKpyuYMBal IJIHHHBIA CBUTOK OCe-
THHCKHX TOCTOB. Sl ¢ HHTEpECOM CIIyLlal €10 I0ro-0CETHHCKYIO BEPCHIO,
NpeICTaB/IEHHYO OMbITHbIM opaTopoM. [locteneHHo koHbAK kak OyaTo
CraHoBuiics Msrde. [locie HECKOJIBKHX MEPBBIX «IPOTOKOJIbHBIX» TOC-
ToB C. KouneB obparniics k Teme HezaBHCHMOCTH. [lonuTHueckue Toc-
Thl 3By4ajii B €r0 yCTaxX €CTECTBEHHO H 6€3 HOTKM odHIManbHOIO na-
toca. OH HANOMHHUJI O TOM, KaKYI0 JOPOryIO LIEHY Halil MaJIOYMCIIEHHBIH
OCETHHCKHH HapoJ 3aIlIaTU 3a Hee, U MPELIoKHI MOYTHTh NaMsATh TeX,
koro «Bosnsilie HET C HAMM, HO KOMY MBI 00si3aHbl HOOBITOH cBOGOIOM».
On Tarske mogusn Goxan 3a Poccuio, «BenuKylo ctpany, 6e3 KoTopoit
CerogHsILUHMIA NMpa3fiHUK HALIEro Hapoaa HUKorAa 6b1 He HacTynHm». OT
UMenH ceBepsiH CraHuciaB MaroMeToBuY MO3APaBUII HAlMX XO3ACB H
3aBepusT X B TOM, YTO Mbl BCETAA CTOSUIH H BCera OyaeM cToiTb Ha MX
CTopoHe, 4TO He3aBUCHMOCTb HOxxHO# OceTHH 3TO NMpa3sAHUK HE TOIBKO

~u..
k¢

' Cm. npumeuanme Ne 3.
I «PycnaH, He becnokoicar.
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, TENIBHBIX, OPUTHHAIBHBIX HCMOMHHTENEH, HO BCE XKe s HE MOT YMyCTHT},
‘ NpEACTaBUBIIMICS Cilyual nobecenoBarh C TEMH, KTO CaM MEPEXHI He-
. JaBHIOIO BoiHy. CranucnaB Kounes J1006€3HO CorTacuics OTBETHThb Ha
- MOH BoOmpochl. IlpuceB Ha ckaMeiiky Tak, 4toObl XoTs Obl Kpaem yxa
CJIBIIIATH KOHLEPT, Mbl HayaH Oeceny.

Ha 3anage nonurtuka Poccun Ha KaBkase m3oOpaxaeTcs Kak yrop-
| Has paboTa Mo NOAPLIBY «KPOXOTHOM, HE3aBHCHMOH INEMOKpPaTHH»
j (3. bxe3uHCKHMH) NyTEM CHCTEMaTHYeCKOM M MOCIENOBaTeNIbHON Mof-

JEpPKKHA OCETHHCKHUX «cemnaparictoB». OQHAKO 5 3HaJ, YTO B OCTABHB-
e o cebe HenOOpYyto NMaMATh rop6ayeBCKO-ENbLUUHCKIE BpeMeHa 1o~
Aepkka OCETHH COIO3HBIM, a 3aTEM POCCUHCKMM pPYKOBOACTBOM Oblila
KaK pa3 COBEPLICHHO HEMOCIEA0BaTENbHOM U HMeNa LIeNbIo, CKopee, Ky-
i [IMTh NMOMIEPXKKY [py3uH, MOBLINOAHEE «NpoJaB» OCETHH. B cBA3W ¢
! 9THM MEHS WHTEPECOBAN BONpPOC O ToM, koraa lOxHas Ocerus mouys-
' CTBOBAJIA HACTOSALIYIO NOMIEPKKY co cropoHsl Poccun? Cranucnas Ko-
ypeB oTBeTUI: «mocie pasBana CCCP mb1 oxuganu, uto Poccus okaxer
A HaM MoAuepxky Kak rpaBonpeeMHHK Coserckoro Coroza. OnHako Hu-
| gero nogoOHoro He npousounio. Poccus crpemunace yaepxars [pysuie
B c(epe CBOEro BAMSHHA, HO Ta He nojiaBaitack. [losTomy kpome ciio-
BECHOH NMOIJICPXKH B TOT NEPHOA Mbl HIKAKOH NOMOIIA HE YyBCTBOBA-
au. Ente naske B Mapre 31010 rozia, Bo BpeMs NapJiaMeHTCKUX CITyHIaHHI
no 0O B poccuiickoii ['ocynapcrBenHoit Jlyme, Mbl OIIYTHIH OTCTYII-
JIEHWE OT MO3ULHH NOAAEPKKH B OTHOMEHHH Hac. KomMyHucTBI npea-
Jarajid TOTAA HEMELJICHHO npu3Harh HezaBucuMocTh 100, BBecTH B pe-
THOH YK€ HE MHUPOTBOPLEB, a2 BOHCKa U JICHOHCHPOBATh COINIAIICHHE.
3aKumoueHHoe Mexay Poccueit u I'pysueit, o B3anMHOM npH3HAHUM rpa-
HHL. Bce ocTanbHble Qpakuup poCCHHCKONO napiaMeHTa nporoiocoBa-
JI¥ NIPOTHB 3TOro NpetoxkeHus. Buaumo Poccust crpemMunach 1o KOHIa
paszobnauuTs I'py3uio (nepen MHPOBBIM COOOIIIECTBOM)».

Bnipouem, kak MHE paccKa3biBal ObIBIIMH COTPYAHHK aAMHUHUCTPA-
uun CesepHoii Ocerun, B 2000-¢ roasl cUTyalus crana KapaHHaJIbHO
MEHATHCS: Ha4Yalach akTHBHAs COLMalbHas nojaepxka Poccueil Hace-
nenus [OxkHo#t OceTuH, HanpuMep BblILIaTa pOCCHHCKHX neHcui. Ha-
4ajo OCYIUECTBIATLCS W MHOrojeTHee TpeOOBaHHE IOKHBIX OCETHH O
BBIIAYE HM POCCHHCKHX nacnoptoB. C NOTHBIMH IOPHANYECKMMH OCHO-
BaHuAMH HaceneHue KOxHoi Ocernn, oTKa3zaBlleecs BbIMTH U3 COCTaB
CCCP Bmecre ¢ I'py3ueii, 1 HEOQHOKPATHO BbIpaXaBllIEE CBOIO BOIO, B
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N TyT e fo6unun. Mo ropofKy MHTEHCUBHO 6una apTuanepns npoTme-
HUka. A. bapaHKeBMY NPeaioXnn 3aHATb KPYroByto 060pOHY, YKpenus
TeM CcambIM ropogok. OfHaKo KOMaHJoBaBLUMIA 34eck reHepan Kynaxwe-
TOB TBEPAO MOMHWI, UTO ero 3ajaya — 3TO pasfefieHne NpoTnBo6opCT-
BYIOLLIMX CWJI, @ HE y4acTue B H0eBbIX AeACTBUAX Ha Ybeld TO OAHOMN CTO-
poHe. oaTomy OH oTBeTWUN: «KOHCTaHTUHOBMY, i Tebe 3aBMAYH0, HO
Kak MUpPOTBOPEL, NONTN Ha 3TO He mory. Balle npucyTcTBMe 34ecb He-
XenatesibHO». YBaxasd nosuunio KynaxmeTtosa, OCETUHbI BbILWIN U3 TO-
pOJKa Y 3aHsAM MOCTPOMKN HEMOZa/IEKY.

OceTvHbl B ropofile Ha TOT MOMEHT, MO CBWAETENLCTBY reHepaa,
pacrnonarasv TONbKO Tpemsl cTapeHbKummn T-55. 310 cnegytollee 3a BO-
eHHbIM T-34 nokoneHune TaHKOB 50-X rofoB: «Takue ceilvac, MOXET,
eLLe TO/IbKO rae-To B CoMany MOXHO HaiTu». Ho Ux cymenn coxpaHutb
M MCNONb30Ba/IN Ha BCE CTO. MozepHU3MpoBaHHbIe T-72 NPOTUBHMKA He
TO/ILKO OT/IMYHO ropenin Ha ynuuax LixuHeana, Ho 1 nopaboTtanu Ha ero
060poHy. Korpga 6bin10 3aXBa4eHO HECKOMbKO TaKMX MaluuH LefbiMu 1
HeBpeaMMbIMK, 338 OfHY W3 HUX MOCaguan MJEeHHOro rPysMHCKOro Ha-
BOAUMKA M «CKa3asn emy: BOT Tebe uenu, ctpensii! OH yMonsni coxpa-
HUTb eMY XXW3Hb, U 3asBWJ1, YTO OyAeT CTpensTb Kyfa yrogHo. W ctpe-
NN OYeHb [aXe HEeMnao0Xxo Mo CBOMM». BOT Tak NpMX0AMN0oCk KOMMEHCK-
poBaTb HEXBATKY BOOPY>KEHWS.

Ha nnowaan B Xo4e KOHLEepTa MHe [LOBENOCb YC/bIWaTh U 0 TOM,
KaK rpy3uHbl 3((eKTUBHO MNPUMEHSIN CPeAcTBa Pagu031eKTPOHHOW
60pbObl, K YeMy Halla CTOPOHa — AaXKe POCCUIACKas apMus, HE roBops
ke 06 OCeTMHCKUX OMONYeHLax, — oOKasanacb He rotosa. >KuTesb
therHBana KoHcTaHTMH Ko6/10B, MPOCUMAEBLLNIA B KOTE/IbHON CBOEro Ao-
Ma, a 3aTeM B MofBase COCeAHero, ropopun: «fa He 3aMeTUTb 3TOro Obl-
N0 Henb3d. [puMeHeHWe rpy3vHamu CpeicTB MOAaB/eHNs pafvocBA3n
OblfI0 NPOCTO OYEBMAHO. HaxoamBlumecs ¢ HaMW KOMaHAWpPbl ONOJiYeH-
LeB MOYTM He MOF/M MO/Mb30BaTbCA CBOEW pagmnocTaHumein. Kak Tonbko
BbIXOAM/IN B 3hUp, HAYMHANIUCL CUSIbHLIE MOMEXW W 3BYK mponagan.
B’pesynbTaTe y KOMaHAMPOB He ObiN0 MHGOpMaL MM 0 TOM, YTO Mpouc-
X0AuT B ropoge. OHU 6bIN BbIHYXXAEHbI NOCbIIaTh GOWL0B B pa3BeaKy.
W Bce paBHO Y HUX OblNa NULLL OTPLIBOYHASA KapTUHA MPOUCXOAALLErO».
Mpn 3TOM B 3P CMOKOWHO BLIXOAWAM HOAW, PacnpoCcTpaHsBLIME Ma-
HUYECKYIO U NOXHYIO MH(opmMauuio. Hanpumep, Bo Bpemsa yparaHHoOro

Tpena OHW COBETOBA/IN XXWUTENAM BbIXOAWTb Ha ynuuy, 4To6bl Bbl-
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Jlonna xuser B 150 M ot 3panus I'VYBJ/1. OTtor 4-3TaxHbIi A0OM He
HOBBIH, HO 3HAMEHUTLIN B NOpPOAEC — B HEM KHUBYT ceMbH ABYyX ['epoes
Coserckoro Coro3a. Ogua 13 Hux 6611 B ux cembe — Cepreii Kobnos.
8 aBrycta mHeMm, BbiOpaB MoMmeHT, Jlonma nobexana MOCMOTPETh CBOM
aoM. Ha ymuue Gbo CTpamHoO — BOKpYI CBHCTENH ITYJIH U OCKOJIKH
cHapsA0B. B noMe, Kak no3xe OKa3ajdoch — K CYACTHIO, HET MOABAJIOB,
TONILKO capai BO JBOpe, HO COOKy ecTh cTapas kotenbHas. OHa cimyxuia
6oMO0OyOexHIIEM, H BCE XMIIbIbI OBUIH TaM, B TOM 4HCIE U oTel JIoH-
mbl. OHa noumra nocMorpeTh MX KBaptHpy. K ToMy BpeMeHH B oM no-
naso yxe asa cHapsaa. OauH U3 HUX YrOAWI NpsiMo B KOMHaTry JIoHABL.
B Heit Bce 66110 pasrpomiieHo.

Yepes HekoTopoe Bpems, mnociie Toro, kak JloHna BepHynach B
F'YB/I. kTo-10 MO3BOHKA MO MOOWIILHOMY TenedoHy W CKa3al, 4YTO €€
ZoM roput. Ho oHa He Mornia BHOBb OTJIYYHUThCS JOMOM, YTOObI y3HATh,
4YTO CIY4HIOChk ¢ ee oTUOM. B 310 Bpems B 'YB/I 3abexanu corpynHu-
KH M CKa3aid, 4YTO K 3/IaHHIO MOABEIKACT TaHK. Bckope nocnbimancs
A3 TyCeHUI. 3areM MNOYyBCTBOBAJICA yaap MO 3HaHHIO, U C MOTOJIKA
OIATh NIOCHINAJIACh LITYKaTypKa. Bckope, oqHako, TaHk oTbexan. MunyT
yepes 15 pasmaiics 3BOHOK mo Tenedony. Kak noTom crano noHATHO,
370 6bl1 OMH M3 NPOBOKALMOHHBIX 3BOHKOB, KOTOpPBIE AENAIUCH MOCHE
kaxioro obcrpena. CnpamuBann 4ro-To HeBUHHOe. Ho MUHYT udepes
ngTb obcTpen 3naHMA BO30OHOBIsUICA. Buaumo, rpy3uHsl MpoBeps/M
pesyibTarel obctpena. OHM He 3HaNH, YTO MOJ 3AAHHEM €CTh OYHKep.
Corpyntiikn ['YB/I Bce BpeMs xJaiy NOsBICHHS [PY3UHCKOH [EXOTHI,
HO, K CHaCTbIO, OHa 110 3[JaHHA Tak U He fobpanack.

B Kkakoil-To MOMEHT MHUIHLUHMOHEPbI YBHUAEIH, YTO MO YIHLE DPIMO
noa obcTpenoM UAYT 4 XEHIMHB 1 ¢ HUMH pebeHok et 5. Kak Bbisic-
HHJIOCh, OHH XOTEMW BbIMTH H3 roposa. HaxomuThes Ha yiuue B 3TOT
MOMEHT ObLIO OYeHb omacHO. Mx 3aBenu B 34aHME M paclONOXHIH B
ykpuiTd. Manbunk Obl1 rpy3uH, ero 6abyiika Toxe, OCTAIBHBIC JIBE
XeBIIHHbl — OCeTHHKH. OHH ObLIH B COCTOSHHMH [TyOOKOIO LIOKA U HE
BIOJIHE OTAABAIH ceOE OTYET B TOM, YTO ACNANIN.

Cuzets Bce BpeMs B YKPbITHM MHJIHIHOHEPHI HE MODIH, HM ObLIO
Heo6x0AMMO BecTH HabJIOAeHHE 3a MOACTYNaMH K 3[aHMIO, YTOObI HE
CTar, KEPTBOH HEOXKHAAHHONM aTaku NEXOThl NPOTUBHUKA. Bhixon H3
Oynkepa Obin conpsxeH ¢ GonmbumM puckom. JloHJa Haxoaunach Ha
BTOpOM 3TXE 3JaHHs, KOIZAa HEOXMIAHHO Nousa, 9to «l'pam» cefvac
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Hakpoer ero. [lejio B TOM, 4TO 3Ta CUCTEMa BEAET OrOHb 3AJITOM, MOp;.
KAIOIHMM Cpa3y onpeieneHHyo ouans. [lonars, uro crpemnor «Ipa.
JOM» MOXHO IOTOMY, YTO B3pbIBbI PaKeT pasfaloTCA OMHH 32 JAPYTHM,
Kak Oynro rurasTckoe NOHCTOPHYECKOE KHBOTHOE COTPSCACT.3EMilig
CBOMM cTpalHbIM TorioToM. Ilo TOMY, 4TO CTEHBl € KaKAbIM B3pblBoy
TPACIHCh cuibHee, JIOHAa nousta, 4To MOHCTP ObicTpo mpubmHKalcy,
OHa peuinna Kak MOXXHO ObICTpee BHICKOYMTb H3 3JaHHA H noOexana
BbIXOMY [0 JiecTHHLE. B 310 ke BpeMs BO ABope, rae ObUIM NpHIAPKO-
BaHbl 18 aBromoOmieii ynpasinenus, Haxoauica cotpyaHuk MBJI. Oy
TOXKE yCIhIILIal, KaK MPUONIKAOTCA B3pPbIBbI, H PELINJ CMAcaThes, Ha-
obopor, 3a6exas B 31anne. Co Bcero pasbera OHH CTOJKHY/IMCH CHapy-
KM y camoro Bxoza. B Tot ke Mur pazom paspaics B3pbiB. Mx onamuio
I1ams, a B3pbIBHAA BOJIHA IoAOpocuia B Bo3ayX. llponereB Heckobko
METPOB, OHH YIApPWJIMCh O CTEHY ¥ YNajli BHH3.

— Yepr Bo3bMH, JloHAa! — BOCKIHMKHYN OH, KaK TOJMbko 00a He-
MHOTO ITPUIILIH B ceOs.

— Yro ¢ To60H? — OHa noxyMana, 4To OH PaHEH HIH KOHTYXEH.

— Jla s xe Bcernma Meutan oOHsATH TeOs!

Tonbko yynoM ABOE MHAHLHOHEPOB HE NocTpasaii. OrHYBIINCH,
OHH YBHIEIH, YTO BCE ABTOMOOM/IH IOpPAT KaK TMTaHTCKHE (paKebi.
B3pbiBbl yoansnucs.

[Tosxe nromu, npsTaBIIMECS B COCEAHHX JOMax, pacckasblBajy,
4YTO BHAEIU KaK TaHKH noabedxanu k 'YBJ] u Benn obcrpen. Korna
CTaJIo ICHO, YTO 3[AaHHE CKOPO OOPYLIHTCS, €ro COTPYAHHKH BMECTC €
XKEHIMHAMU 1 peOCHKOM MepeLuTH B cocenHuii oM B 50 metpax. Ho
MHUHYT 4epe3 15 ero Toxe crand 6om6uts. B Houp Ha 10 aBrycra Kk
HUM 3abexana cocelka M CKasaja, 4TO C BOK3ajla NPOMCXOAHT 3Ba-
Kyalus M3 roposa XeHIIMH U aeTeid. JIoHa U elle ofiHa COTPYTHULA
I'VYB]/I B3snu peGeHKka K >KEHIUMH W BbIBEJIH HX Ha ynuny. Mecrami
OHH JBHUTajHCh I10/13KOM, MecTaMH nepebexkamu. UM ynanocs 6na-
ronojlyyHo no6parbcsi A0 BOK3aja M OTIPAaBHUTh KEHIUMH M pebeHk:
U3 ropoja.

[Tocne aroro Jlonaa BepHynack k cBoeMy noMy. OH ropen. ([Tozxc
€l C OTIIOM MPHIIOCH XKUTh B NIOBAJIC COCENHETO 31aHus.) «Paboranu»
cxainepsl. Jlonna pacckasbiBana, 4TO y Hee He ObLIO cTpaxa A0 TOro
MOMEHTA, [10Ka OHA HE YC/bIILAa, YTO IPY3HHbI PACCTPENHUBAIOT JIFOAEI.
KOTOpbIE MpAYyTCs B oABanax. Ee orew BMecTe ¢ cocesiMH TOXE MIpsi-
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KpHyalla H BCKaKHBaJIa C TIOCTENH.

Eme 06 ogHo# U3 COTEH pas3bIrpaBIUMXCS B T€ IHM Tpareaui 3Mec,
CTOMT paccka3arb nogpobuee. Kazanock 6bl, AByx HecdacTuil Teaeebix
1920-ro u 1991-ro roga Gosjee ueM AOCTATOYHO 1A ORHOH cembH. Ho
cyapba BHOBb M BHOBb ITOChLIAJIa MM TSDKEJNBIE HCIIbITaHMS. B aBrycros-
ckue a4 2008-ro Bo JBOpe COOCTBEHHOro AoMa norub orer GoibLIONY
ceMciicTBa, OMM3KUE POACTBEHHHK ApPHHBI, KOTOPOTO HOYbIO 4epe3 Tpu
JIHSL BBIHYXJIeHbl ObUIN 3aXOPOHHTb B oropoge. CHec/lo CHapsiioM Kpbi-
) wy HX JOMa, pa3ieTe/Iuch BapeOesrt Bce CTeKNIa Ha OKHaX, Ha 31o Obli
JAicKO HE caMble CTpAlUHble pa3pyllEHHs, KOTOPbIE BHIET B TE JHH

Hxuusan. CoBceM pAAOM ropes IoM apyroro 6para, KOTOpPbIH, YBbI.
HE MOJIEXHUT BOCCTAHOBJIEHHIO. JleCAaTh YenoBek U3 qoma norubuero,
‘ B OCHOBHOM >XEHIIMHBl M IETH, NPOCHIETH B MNojBane Bce AHH Ooes
|
|

|
|
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OHa Bce elle npebbiBajia B COCTOSHHY ITybokoro woka. [lo HouaM ong

B ropoge. Tak, uepe3 UCTOPUIO OIHOH CEMBH MOXHO OTC/IEAHTb TPH I¢-
HOIM/IA OCETHHCKOTO Hapo/a, yCTPOCHHbIE IPY3UHCKHMH BIIACTAMH.

CobpaHHble POCCHICKOM MPOKYpaTypoil H OCETHHCKMMH 06uiecT-
BEHHBIMH OPraHU3aLMAMH JaHHBIE CBUETENLCTBYIOT, YTO IPY3HHCKas
BOEHLIMHA MPEANPUHHMAJIa CHELHATIbHBIE NEHCTBHSA JUIS YHHUTOXKEHHS
OceTHHCKOTo Hacenenud. Llesmm, koTopbie npecsienosana [pysus B 3roi
| BOifHe, OTpPa3Wiio caMo Ha3BaHue onepauHd «LimMunza Bemu» («Hucroe
| niosie»). OHHM COCTOSIM HE B HABEACHHH MPECIOBYTOIO «KOHCTHTYIIMOH-

HOTO MOPALKa» M AAXKe He B HACWIbCTBEHHOM MpHCoenHHeHUH Pecmy6-
} mukd FOxnHas Ocerus k I'py3un, a B yHHUTOKEHHH 3HAYHTEILHOM 4acTi
HaceJIeHHs peclyOIHKH, 4TO AOMKHO ObLIO OOJErvHTh M3rHaHHE OC-
TaBIICHCA €ro 4acTH. YHHYTOXKEHHE JIIOACH MO HaUHOHAJIBHOMY MNpH-
3HaKy Ha3bIBAETCH reHouuzoM. UTo 6l HH FOBOPMIIH 3aNafiHbIE MOKPO-
BUTENH IPy3UHCKUX BJIACTEH, TO HMEHHO TO, UTO Y4HHHIA Ha tore Oce-
THH «KPOXOTHAs, He3aBHCHMas AEMOKPATHS».

JleicTBHA rPy3HHCKHX BOEHHBIX BbI3BIBAIM Y OCETHH 4yBCTBO HE-
HaBHCTH M CTPEMJICHHE MOKapaTh Bpara 3a €ro *ecTokocTb. CTano us3-
BECTHO, YTO IPY3HMHCKMH CMELHA3 M TAHKHCTHl OTIMYAIOTCA OCOOBIM
3BepcTBOM. B crity 3T0ro ocerrHckue 60MIBI B ONONYEHIBI PEAKO Opa-
J¥ B IUIEH I'PY3MHCKMX BOEHHBIX U3 3THX NofpasacneHui. B kako-To
MOMEHT 60€B B ropojie OCEeTHHbI NOAOWIN TaHK, B KOTOPOM OCTaBajCH
skunax. OnuH 6oenl 3aj1e3 Ha MALIMHY H NBITAICA OTKPBITH JTIOK. Y HETV |
HUYEro He moiydanoch. Torga ero xomaHaup — npodeccHoHaNbHbII |
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1991-92. Based on criminal and extremist groups, gangs of militants
were created, which started terrorizing and forcing out Osetians from
their native lands, and from the villages situated in Georgia propero.
As a result many thousands perished and many others fled, leaving
more than a hundred Osetian villages abandoned and desolated. The
lands “freed” in such a way were further colonized by the Georgian
authorities. The opposition of Osetians and the Georgian militants
was temporarily alleviated by the mechanism ofthe Dagomys accords
of 1992.

Being nothing less than the collusion of the Yeltsin and Shevar-
nadzcr regimes, these agreements were signed under the tacit pressure of
the United States10. The positive contribution of this compromise was
that it ensured for South Osetia the internationally recognised status of
the zone of conflict. This allowed the introduction into the region of the
peacekeepers ofthe four sides: Russia, Georgia, North and South Osetia,
which had temporarily assured stability, however unstable and fragile.
But the line of separation of the opposed sides was drawn not along the
borders, but through the territory of South Osetia, cutting off a signifi-
cant portion of its territory and “cleared’ of the Osetian population. Such
an arrangement, affirming the results of the expansion of the Georgian
authorities, was fraught with the danger of a new outburst of hostilities.
The viciousness of the Dagomyss compromise was finally demonstrated
by the tragic events of 2008.

As the history of this agreement shows, in the 1990s support for
South Osetia on the part of Russian authorities was of a half-hearted and
inconsistent nature. Yes, humanitarian aid was provided periodically,
North Osetia (part of Russia) accepted thousands of refugees from the
South and so on. But these sporadic acts of support were far from com-
pensation for the results of the aggressive deeds of the Georgian mili-
tants and their law (actually lawless) enforcing agencies. A significant
part of the Osetian intellectuals arrived at the firm conclusion that Yel-
tsin’s leadership of the country sought to strike a deal with the Shevar-
nadzer regime, trading-off the elimination of South Osetia by Georgians
for their withdrawing support for the Chechen rebels. As far as one can
see, the United States prevented this trade off by increasingly taking
Georgia under control. This irritated the Kremlin, which replied by tem-
porarily increasing its support of Tskhinval (The South Osetian capital).
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In August 2004 the regime of the current Georgian President Sa-
akashvili sent his troops into South Osetia with heavy weapons, trying
to solve the conflict by force. Fighting continued for 10 days, leading
to the complete failure of the assault, when 50 Georgian special forces
men were captured and driven through the streets of Tskhinval and on
their knees asked forgiveness for their deeds from the Osetian people.
Russia abstained from any interference in this fighting. However, in
the 2-3 years before the Five-day War Osetians started feeling that, in
the event of a new military conflict with Georgia, Russia would give
them a significant amount of political support. The Russian army con-
ducted some military exercises in the central Caucasus. The Russian
Foreign Ministry persistently, although futilely, tried to persuade Geor-
gia to sign an accord, making it mandatory not to use force in Osetia
and Abkhazia. However, even at this time it was not obvious to Os-
etians how reliable Russia was as a military ally in the event of a new
impending war. According to one member of North Osetian admini-
stration: “There was no confidence that Russia would not be afraid of
Western reaction. There was no confidence in real actions instead of
new, loud declarations”.

Thus, Osetian orientation on an alliance with Russia is by no means
a product of “Putin’s machinations”, as some in the West want to depict
it, but a result of a historical choice made more than two hundred years
ago. It can not be explained by “Kremlin’s intrigues”, but rather by the
concept of the British historian Arnold Toynbee, arguing that society
makes its fateful choices in response to a threat to its very survival''. It
was just such a response to a historical catastrophe which prompted Os-
etians to take their decision to join voluntarily the Russian state. Speak-
ing about recent history one should emphasise that, as shown above,
support of Osetians by Russia, although increasing over recent years,
(did not assume the character of a persistent, long-term strategy aimed at
Fesurrection of the lost “empire”. As we have demonstrated, in the 1990s
the Russian authorities tried more than once to arrive at a compromise
with Georgia at the expense of Osetians. It is not the Kremlin’s fault that
its hand, held out to Georgia behind the back of Osetians, was rejected
so many times. For Osetians, preserving an alliance with Russia, as
many times before, became not an indulgence in external expansion or
geopolitical ambitions, but a matter of physical survival.

¥
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Meanwhile, it was the fate of South Osetia to find itself again the
focus of an acute international contest between the most powerful of
modern world forces. For a clearer understanding of why this happened,
one needs to consider some features of the modern system of interna-
tional relations, formed as the aftermath of the end of the Cold War.

2. The New World Order, Neoconservatives
and American interests in the Caucasus

From our standpoint, the complicated interrelations that led to the
war in the Caucasus can best be unravelled using the perspective of Im-
manuel Wallerstein’s concept of capitalism as a world system'. It as-
sumes singling out the core of the world economy, which is constituted
by the developed capitalist countries, from its periphery, formed by the
so-called developing nations. The domination of transnational corpora-
tions, the activities of international organizations such as the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, The World Bank, World Trade Organization, the
current division of labour, the export of capital and the price structure of
the world market, all function to secure the supremacy of the core ove:
the periphery, and the exploitation of the latter by the former. Specialists
also single out a group of large semi-periphery nations — China, India.
Brazil and some others — to which Russia also belongs". Whilst being
dominated by the core, these countries are at the same time able to chal-
lenge it under certain conditions. With the collapse of the Soviet Union
the United States became the only superpower, and the control of the
core over the periphery greatly increased.

An unstable characteristic of the emergent system was demonstrated
in the course of the current world economic crisis, showing that global
capitalism is a rather shaky, vulnerable system. In such conditions, access
to developing markets becomes an important condition for the further ac-
cumulation of capital by the core. The dramatic increase in oil prices in rc-
cent years severely undermined mortgage payments and started the
mechanism of crisis. This again demonstrated the vital necessity for the
West to secure its access to strategic energy resources. Since the richest oil
reserves are situated in the periphery or semi-periphery, strengthening
domination over it long ago became an imperative of survival for the West.

- 4
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gSS [ZRd Qttic[im %oXiQ[Ss [Zi cfodcRfYdoidd Qom id\icRQSSs [Zi tfX
iR%00 \fSRcs [ZR0O—R0%o ft [Zi XYSR0% cSQddid ft [Zi lid[ tRXd[ ft QSS ft|
ToR[im V[Q[id ,Rc[fXs Ro [Zi bfSm IQX % XiQ[Ss ioZQocim [Zi \fdR[Rfo ft
qPiXRcQo oifcfodiXpQ[Rpid hzZi tfYomQ[Rfod ft [ZIRX pRikd QXi tfXPim
€s [ZIRX d[Xfo%. €iSRit Ro [Zi dY\XiPQcs Qom YoRpiXdQS cZQXQc[iX ft [X
[RfoQS gPiXRcQo pQSYid " \XRpQIi io[Xi\XioiYXdZR\ Qom Xi\Xidio[Q[Rpi
miPfcXQcs# go fY[d[QomRo% i“\XiddRfo ft [ZRd cXiim Rd [Zi cSQddR«
kfX— ft rXQocRd rY—YsQPQ ChzZi Oom ft>Rd[fXs Qom [Zi «Qd[ ‘Qog "
Rd PQRo[QRoim Ro [ZRd kfX— [ZQ[ kR[Z [Zi cfSSQ\di ft cfPPYoRdP [Zi
diQXczZ tfX Q YoRpiXdQS dfcRQS RmiQS Ro ZYPQo ZRd[fXs cfPid [f Qo
Qom [Zi kfXSm io[iXd Q CE€fXRo%.g i\fcZ ft [Zi tROQS [XRYP\Z ftqPiXRcQo
pQSYid

+RC[fXs Ro [Zi bfSm 1QX % Qpi Q \fkiXtYS RP\i[Yd [f [Zi oifcfodiX3
pPQ[Rpi RmMiQ [ZQ[ [Zi kid[iX0 \fkiXd i0*fsR0%. YozYid[RfoQ€Si PfXQS dY3

\XiPQcs ZQpi [Zi XR%Z[ Qom dfPi[RPid ipio [Zi fESR% Q[Rfo [f cZQ0%oi
[Zi dfcRQS Xi%RPi ft f[ZiX 0Q[Rfod hZRd Q\\XfQcZ XiciRpim [Zi QW\iSSQ3
[Rfo CoQ[Rfo €YRSMR0%g# hZi XfY%Z PRSR[QXs [ffSd ft dYcZ Qo RP\i
\fSRcs QXi cQSSim CZQXm \fkiXg €s [Zi \Xf\foio[d ft [Zidi pRikd hZi
PfXi dY€[Si Rod[XYPio[d ft oQ[Rfo €YRSMRo0% QXi XitiXXim [f Qd Cdf
\fkiXg " Q o0i[kfX— ft ofo%efpiXoPio[QS fX%QoRjQ[Rfod RPR[Q[R0%. [Zi

acRpRS dfcRi[s €Y[ tRoQocim Qom mRXic[im tXfP Q€XfQm hzi [f[QSR[s ft [Zi

# Pi[Zfmd kQd [id[im Ro [Zi #!! d Ro [Zi cfYXdi ft[Zi df;cQSSim CZYPQoR3
[QXRQo Ro[iXpio[Rfodg Ro VIPQSRQ Qom SQJiX Ro [Zi *QS—Qod

>fkipiX [Zi XiQS CoifcfodiXpQ[Rpi XipfSY[Rfog Ro qPiXRcQo tfX3
iR%0 \fSRcs kQd cfomYc[im €s uXidRmio[ eifX%.i | «YdZ#1 ~[d iddioci
SQs Ro [Zi TVg QddYPR0% Q YORSQI[iXQS XR%Z[ [f mi[iXPRoi [Zi mipiSf\P|
ft Ro[iX0Q[RfoQS XiSQ[Rfod R%0fXR0%. of[ foSs [Zi ToR[im jQ[Rfod €Y][
oiciddQXs ipio R[d jghn QSSRid rXfP [Zi tRXd][ mQsd ft[Zi *YdZ gmPRoOR;

S d[XQ[Rfo R[ miPfod[XQ[im [ZXii mRttiXio[ cYXXio[d ft tfXiR%0 \fSRcs iQcZ
kR[Z R[d fko ZRd[fXs XQ0%.i ft cio[XQS RmiQd Qom \Xf\foio[d#E noi %o XfY\
kQd cfP\XRdim ftdf cQSSim C\XQ% P Q[Rd[dg kZfdi pRikd cQo €i [XQcim [f
[Zi CXiQS\fSR[Rcdg dcZffS ft>ioXs YRAdR0%iX hZi PiP£€iXd ft [ZRd %o XfY\
kiXi bfSRo ufkiSS V[Q[i VicXi[QXs Ro [Zi tRXd[ *YdZ gmPRoRd[XQ[Rfo ZR«
_iI\Y[s URcZzQXm gXPR[Q%i Qom [f dfPi i“[io[ VicYXR[s gmpRdfX 6SQ[iX
V[Q[i VicXi[QXs8 bfomfSiijQ URci hZiRX pRikd QddYPim Q cQY[RfYd Q[[R:
S[Ymi [f [Zi Ydi ft PRSR[QXs \fkiX Ro tfXiR%.0 \fSRcsT R[ kQd cfociRpim Qd
EQcci\[Q€Si foSs kZio [Zi \fSR[RcQS Qom d[XQ[i%Rc QRPd ft Q kQX QXi cS
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“tral element in the wider geo-strategic picture, and a source of incendi-

’
tary tension that has helped to inflame the area™'. The “wider geo-strategic
) picture” is determined by the fact that the USA posed a question about
_ the necessity to overcome Western dependency on oil deliveries from
the Middle East and Russia even before 9/11. American concerns are ar-
ticulated by a famous diplomat of that country, Richard Holbrooke:
“With the price of oil quadruple what it was four years ago, Americans
are witnessing -- or, more to the point, contributing to — the greatest
transfer of wealth from one set of nations to another in history”?. In-
deed, currently daily American payments to the oil-exporting countries
amount to $ 1.3 billion. Meanwhile, the role of the biggest oil-supplier
to the American market is very contradictory to say the least. Saudi Ara-
bia, which for a long time cooperated with Washington keeping oil
prices in an acceptable corridor, “has simultaneously allowed billions of
. . (ostensibly nongovernmental) dollars to go toward building extremist
!xmadrasahs and funding terrorist organizations, including al Qaeda™>.
The situation was further complicated by the fact that the business and
political interests of the Bush clan and other influential American fami-
| lies are closely intermingled with the vital interests of the Royal House
' of Saud in the oil sphere and the weapons trade’®. However, after 9/11 a
decrease in the country’s oil dependency on the Middle East became one
| ‘ of the main priorities of American policy. This largely shaped the Ameri-
can approach to Russia.

American energy policy towards post-Soviet Russia was also
contradictory. On the one hand, Americans sought to gain control over
the energy-producing sector of the Russian economy and on the other
to prevent its access to extraction and transportation of the Caspian
0il”. Their failure to reach the first goal probably increased their urge
to isolate Russia from the Caspian and Central Asian resources. The
key to the success of this strategy is the creation of an infrastructure
for the transportation of energy resources, which would bypass Rus-
sia. Its key element would become the oil pipeline from Azerbaijan to
Turkey, which could only be drawn through Iran, Armenia or Georgia.
Unpredictable Iran was ruled by a militantly anti-American regime
and was excluded from the beginning. Armenia, with its smouldering
conflict with Azerbaijan over Nagorni Karabakh and with Turkey over
its demands for recognition of the genocide of Armenians in the years

—
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; equipment, rifle weaponry and military vehicles, amongst other aid,
while their allied regimes in Eastern Europe and Israel provided differ-
ent defensive and offensive weapons. As a result a group of elite units

* amounting to 15-20 thousand men was created in the Georgian army.
They were prescribed with the shameful mission to become the major

?instrument of aggression in South Osetia.

Special attention should be paid to American methods in training
the Georgian Special Forces. According to an investigation by the Fi-
nancial Times, Americans trained about 80 Georgian commandos, alleg-
edly for active service in the NATO contingent in Afghanistan®’. The
Pentagon signed a corresponding contract with two organizations, pro-

pany sponsored by the US Government, “Military Professional Re-

H viding 15 instructors to Georgia. One of them is a private military com-

sources Incorporated” (MPRI). In 1995 it provided combat training to
the Croatian militaries and planned their offensive against Serbs in
Kraina (part of the former Yugoslavia). This led to large scale ethnic

}f cleansing of Serbs and their exodus from the region, with refugees

amounting to 175,000 people*'. Another organization providing training
to Georgian Special Forces was “American Systems”, operating under

. the control of the US Army’s Security Assistance Training Management

Organisation (SATMO) at Fort Bragg, part of the US Army’s Special
Warfare Center. SATMO sends instructors to countries with pro-Ame-
rican regimes, to provide combat training to their Special Forces, alleg-
edly to participate in counterinsurgent and anti-terrorist struggle*. Nu-
merous foreign instructors provided training to other units of the Geor-
gian Army. Thus, the United States applied in Georgia their rich
experience of inflaming ethnic and civil conflicts in different countries
all over the world.

The United States themselves pushed Russia into a strident re-
sponse to activities of their client state in the Caucasus. In the first term
of his tenure as Russian President Vladimir Putin made a number of
very significant unilateral concessions to the West: the dismantling of
military bases in Vietnam, the closing of the electronic intelligence sta-
tion in Cuba, cooperation in establishing American military bases in the
former Soviet republics in Central Asia, support of American actions in
Afghanistan and several other measures”. In the context of our topic
one should specially note Putin’s abstaining from providing support to
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gm+eQXRQo QY[fofPs Ro $ kZRcZ QSSfkim VQQ—QdZpRSR [f Xi;id]
ZRd cfo[XfS fpiX [ZRd €XiQ—QkQs Xi\YESRc "o [YXo uY[Ro i“\ic[im [ZC
lid[ Qom tRXd[ ft QSS [Zi ToR[im V[Q[id kfYSm Xicf%o0Rji [Zi Si% R[RF
ft UYddRQo RoliXid[d Q[ SiQd[ Qd Q Xi%RfoQS \fkiX Ro [Zi QXiQ ft [Z
PiX VfpRi[ ToRfo »>fkipiX [ZRd mRm of[ ZQW\io qd QoQSsd[d of[i$$
UYddRQ \QddRpiSs €Y[ kR[Z %.XfkR0% Qo0“Ri[s f€diXpim Ro Xicio[
Zfk [Zi lid[ YomiX[ff— ZiX d[XQ[i%Rc iocRXcSiPio[ €s PiQod ft i“3
\QomRo%. jghn [f [Zi OQd[ [Zi YORSQ[iIXQS kR[ZmXQKQS ft[Zi TVQ tX
[Zi go[R ‘RdAdRSi _itioci q%oXiiPio[ [Zi micRdRfo [f mi\Sfs iSiPio[d ft
[Zi qo[R ‘RAdRSi Vsd[iP Ro OYXf\i d[Q%cR0% bfSfYXim XipfSY[Rfod R
\fd[;VfpRI[ QXiQ Qom f[ZiX PiQdYXid lid[iXo dY\fX[ tfX [Zi diI\QXQ[Rfo
ft Yfdfpf tXfP VIX€RQ kQd Qof[ZiX RP\fX[Qo[ PiddQ%.i tfX ‘fdcfk

hzi UYddRQo efpiXoPio[ €f[Z \Y€SRcSs Qom Ro YofttRcRQS kQsc
\SRim [f [Zi lid[ Qd—Ro0%. [f Q€d[QRo Q[ SiQd[ tXfP tfXPQS Xicf% 0R[F
Yfdfpf Romiliomioci kZRcZ kfYSm of[ ZRomiX R[d mi;tQc[f Romiliom:
ioci UitYdQS PQmi Ro Q miPfod[XQ[RpiSs ZYPRSRQ[R0%. tQdZRfo
d[XQI[im [f ‘“fdcfk [ZQ[ ZiX Rol[iXid[d kiXi R%o0fXim ipio kKR[Z Xi% QXm |
XiSQ[RpiSs PRofX zZYid[Rfod I1Zio Ro Xid\fodi UYddRQ [ZXiQ[ioim [f Xi
f% O0Rji [Zi Romiliomioci ftg€—ZQjRQ Qom VfY[Z ndi[RQ [Zi lid[ csoR?
cQSSs Xi\SRim [ZQ[ [Zi \QXQSSiS kR[Z Yfdfpf kQd RXXiSipQo[ [ kQ
tfX Rod[Qoci [ZQ[ jghn kio[ [f kQX Ro Yfdfpf foSs Qt[iX i“ZQYd[R0%o
mR\SfP Q[Rc f\[Rfod [f dfSpi [Zi \XfESIP [ZQ[ [Zi ‘RSfdipRc Xi%RPi kQd
Xid\fodRE€Si tfX [Zi %ciofcRmi ftqS€QoRQod Ro [Zi Xi%Rfo Qom df tfX[Z
[Zi dQPi [RPi R[ kQd of[im [ZQ[ CVfY[Z ndi[RQ ;; ipio [ZfY%Z R[ Rd f
eifX%RQo [iIXXR[fXs " ZQd Sfo%. €iio Q UYddRQo \Xf[ic[fXQ[i €isfom |
XiQcZz ft VQQ—QdZpRSRS3d %ofpiXoPio[g$ hZRd \fdR[Rfo cfP\Si[iSs
ofXim [Zi tQc[ [ZQ[ kZRSi Yfdfpf kQd ZRd[fXRcQSSs Q oQ[Rpi SQo
ViX€d VIY[Z ndi[RQ Qom q€—ZQjRQ Qd kQd i“\SQRoim Q<€fpi oipiX
Sfo%im [f Qo Romiliomio[ eifX%RQo d[Q[i €iRo% RocSYmim Ro R
kZio [Zi SQ[[iX kQd Q \QX][ ft [Zi UYddRQo OP\RXi Qom [Zi VfpRi[ ToRf
if Q[lio[Rfo kQd \QRm [f [Zi tQc[ [ZQ[ Y\ [f [Zi PfPio[ kZio mRdcYd3
dRfod €i%Qo0 eifX%RQo QY[ZfXR[Rid \XQc[Rcim %ciofcRmi ft ndi[RQo0
[kRci Qom zZQm €£iio \Xi\QXR0%. [ZiRX [ZRXm Q[[iP\[ ~[ kio[ YoZiim
QSdf [ZQ[ Xicf%oR[Rfo ft YfdfpQo Romiliomioci cfo[XQmRc[im [Zi cfX:
d\fomRo%. Tj XidfSY[Rfod \XfpRmRo0% ViXERQ kR[Z %Y QXQoJiid ft R
[fXRQS Ro[i%XR[s hzYd [Zi \XRfXR[s ft Ro[iX0Q[RfoQS SQk Ro [Zi \
%o XiQ[ \fkiXd kQd Q€Qomfoim
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In such conditions, — observes Dr. George Friedman, the head of

Il StratFor, the analytical foundation close to American secret services, —
mJan intention to include Ukraine in NATO “represented a fundamental
I'threat to Russia’s national security. It would have rendered Russia inde-

fensible and threatened to destabilize the Russian Federation itself.
When the United States went so far as to suggest that Georgia be in-
eluded as well, bringing NATO deeper into the Caucasus, the Russian
conclusion — publicly stated — was that the United States in particular
intended to encircle and break Russia”46. This insight is further rein-
forced by the American “Foreign Policy”, which as early as 2006 main-

Oobtained, concerning the Russo-Georgian relations, that, “Its fingerprints
m aren’t obvious, but Washington has helped to fuel this crisis—by show-
& ering Georgia with cash and praise, by extending the promise of NATO

membership, and by standing silent as Saakashvili and his government
made ever rasher attacks on Russia”47. After the war an eminent British
philosopher and political analyst John Gray maintained: “Mikheil Sa-
akashvili's reckless incursion into South Osetia, where Russian forces
had been stationed under international agreements for 16 years, was
most likely encouraged by elements in the Bush administration in the
hope of damaging Obama in the run-up to the presidential election”48.
Thus, the New Great Game of the West in the Caucasus aimed to com-
plete the strategic isolation of Russia, preventing her from resurrecting
herself, even as a regional power. This finally prompted the Russians to
take a definitive position in the impending war.

4. The Five-Day War and the Third Genocide
of Osetian People

As depicted by the American periodical Time, “the Georgians fell
into the yawning trap set for them by the Russians. For years both sides
had fired on the other”, but this summer the Georgian President at last
decided that it “...was time to root out the separatists— many with
freshly issued Russian passports— in South Osetia”. As soon as the
Georgian troops marched into the rebellious province on 7th August
2008 “the Russian bear pounced”49. Being reluctantly compelled to rec-
ognize that it was Georgia who started the war, the Western mass media
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[XRim [f eYd[Rts ZiX Qc[Rfod QX% YR0%. [ZQ[ dZi kQd C\Xfpf—img €
rXfP [Zi d[Qom\fRo[ ft ndi[RQod kR[oiddR0% [Zi RP\iomR0%. cfot
[ZiPdiSpid of[ZR0%o cfYSm ZQpi €iio tYX[ZiX tXfP [Zi [XY[Z

rRXd[ ft QSS R[ Rd RP\fX[Qo[ [f of[i [ZQ[ eifX%RQ ZQm €£€iio P
\XINQXQ[Rfod tfX R[d SQ[id[ Q%% XiddRfo tfX Q cfodRmiXQ<£Si [RPi
€s Qo Romiliomio[ PRSR[QXs i“\iX[ CrfSSfkR0%o [Zi cZXfofSf%os ftipi
Ro [Zi jfoi ft [Zi eifX%RQo;ndi[RQ0 cfotSRc[ foi cSiQXSs diid [ZQ] [
eifX%RQo gXPim rfXcid QccfP\SRdZim Qo f\iXQ[RfoQS mi\SfsPio]
tfXizQom \XRfX [f d[QX[R0o%. cfPE€Q[ Qc[Rfod™ hZi eifX%RQo PRSR][
\QXim Ro QmpQoci QXiQd ftcfocio[XQ[Rfo ft[ZiRX [Xff\d hZRd mi\Sfs
RocSYmim [Zi cfod[XYc[Rfo ft tfX[RtRcQ[Rfod Qom Q €YRSm;Y\ ft [Xf
€iXd Ro d[XQ[i%Rc \fdR[Rfod ”“ocYXdRfod Ro[f [Zi QRX d\Qci ft VfY[z
fo [Zi \QX] ft [Zi eifX%RQo0 gRX rfXci d[QX[im ZQWioRo%. PfXi ft[io
hzfydQomd ft eifX%RQo dfSmRiXd Qom [ZIRX ZiQps PRSR[QXs i
kiXi mi\Sfsim Ro [Zi jfoi kZiXi [Zis dZfYSm of[ ZQpi €iio QccfXmR0%o
[f [Zi _Q%fPsdd Q%o XiiPio[d VZfX[Ss €itfXi [Zi kQX PRSR[QXs i“iXcF
cQSSim CAPPIimRQJi Xid\fodi; Lg [ff— \SQci kR[Z [Zi \QX[RCcR\Q[Rf¢
gPiXRcQo (ijiX€QR*QoRQo0 Qom T—XQRoRQo PRSR[QXRid hZzZi f€e
i“iXcRdid kQd C[Zi [Q—R0% YomiX cfo[XfS ft [Zi \XfESIP [IXXR[fXs
mYc[Ro% f\iXQ[Rfod fo d[QERSRAQ[Rfo Qom QcZRipRo%. dicYXR[s
kQd mipiSflim YomiX [Zi %YRmMQoci ftgPiXRcQo d\icRQSRd[d Qom Q
[ZQ[ Qt[iX [@Q—R0o%o fpiX VIY[Z ndi[RQ [Zi eifX%RQ0 PRSR[QXs kfY:
[fg€—ZQiRQ# q[ [Zi dQPi [RPi [Zi eifX%RQ0 PRSR[QXs kiXi i0%.Q%
dYczZ Qc[RpR[Rid Qd cfomYc[Ro%. XicfooQRddQoci ft XfY[id Ro[f [Zi
[Zi ndi[RQo [iXXR[fXs Qom ft [Zi \fdR[Rfod ft [Zi \iQci—ii\iXd Qom \Xi
\QXR0% Qom tYiSSR0%o [ZIRX PRSR[QXs piZRcSid hZi dcQSi Qom n
\XI\QXQ[Rfod mfid of[ QSSfk Qo f€e+ic[Rpi fE€diXpiX [f Qddidd [ZRd kQX
eifX%RQo RP\XfP\[Y Ro Xid\fodi [f ndi[RQo C\XfpfcQ[Rfodg

hZi UYddRQo dRmi mRm of[ [Xs [f \YdZ eifX%RQ [f Q%o%.XiddRpi
no [Zi cfo[XQXs [Zi UYddRQo rfXiR%0 ‘RoRd[Xs \iXdRd[io[Ss dY %o
[ZQ[ eifX%RQ dR%.0 Q PY[YQS Q%o XiiPio[ fo 0fo;Q%.%.XiddRpi PiQod
Ro%o [ZRd cXRdRd 1Zio [Zidi ittfX[d tQRSIim [Zi UYddRQo dRmi Yo
fYdSs Si[ [Zi eifX%RQod —ofk [ZQ[ R[ kfYSm of[ d[i\ QdRmi Ro [Zi ipic
Qo0s Q%% XiddRpi Qc[Rfod "o \QX[RcYSQX [Zi UYddRQo gRX rfXci
tSR%oZ[d fpiX [Zi [iIXXR[fXs ft[Zi YoXicf%o0Rjim Xi\YESRc kZRSi [Zi UY
rfXiR%0 ‘RoRd[Xs PQmi cfXXid\fomR0%. d[Q[iPio[d kQX0oR0%. h€RSF
R[d Xid\fodR€RSR[s tfX YdRo%. tfXci ‘iQokZRSi kR[Z QWXA\XRQIi [F
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plots of land were machine-gunned in cold blood. The same day, infor-
mation appeared that the Georgian authorities had started an unan-
nounced mobilization in the regions adjacent to South Osetia. In these
last hours before the eruption of the conflict, Russia made a final effort
to prevent the approaching tragedy. An Ambassador at Large ofthe Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Yuri Popov, was sent
to Thilisi. Being a Co-Chairman of the Joint Control Commission on the
Russian side he tried to settle the conflict through this institution, cre-
ated by the Dagomyss agreements. But the Georgian side rejected this
mechanism altogether and without any discussion. From this moment it
became obvious that there were only hours left before decisive actions
would follow.

It is impossible to regard the choice of the night before the open-
ing of Olympics to start the attack as anything other than mere perfidy
in relation to the whole world community. Thilisi obviously hoped that
a quickly accomplished operation against the poorly armed “separa-
tists” would be over before the world would turn off the TV screens.
But the pinnacle of lies was the assurances regarding a cease-fire made
by the president and other Georgian high officials hours before starting
their offensive. The above facts testify that the Georgian leadership
was firmly determined all along to fulfil its long-cherished and rigor-
ously prepared aggressive plans, needing no external “provocations”
from any side.

The same intention is demonstrated by the very character of the
waged warfare. This started with the pounding of the residential districts
of Tskhinval and the positions of the Russian peacekeepers by the Geor-
gian rocket systems — “Grad” (“Hail”), 203 mm mortars, and 152 mm
howitzers of even more formidable striking force55. The choice of the
particular time of delivering this strike was also not made by chance. It
was 24 minutes to midnight on 7th August when the majority of citizens
were already asleep and so were destined to suffer the heaviest casual-
ties. This was a deliberate order from the Georgian president. According
to information from the New York Times, a large group ofwitnesses tes-
tified that “within 30 minutes of Mr. Saakashvili’s order, Georgia’s mili-
tary began pounding civilian sections of the city of Tskhinvali, as well
as a Russian peacekeeping base there, with heavy barrages of rocket and
artillery fire”56. This was not a response to some mythical “provocateurs”,
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€Y[ Q miSREIXQIi Q[[iP\[ [f tXR%Z[io [Zi ndi[RQo0 \f\YSQ[Rfo cQYdRo0%o R][ [
dYttiX [Zi PQ“RPYP \fddR€Si cQdYQS[Rid hZi %Rd[ ft [Zi eifX%RQo d[XQ]
i%s kQd PQoRtid[Ss i“\Xiddim €s [Zi cfmi 0QPi %Rpio R[ €s [Zi cfYO[Xs
SiQmiXd ChdPRomQ ,iSsg 6Cq bSiQXim rRiSmg8

_Id\R[i [Zi tQc[ [ZQ[ UYddRQ micRmim [f mitiom R[d cR[Rjiod Ro VfY[Z
ndi[RQ [Zi \QX[RcYSQX mQs Qom ZfYX ft [Zi d[XR—i kQd of[ —ofko [f Zi:
QXPs gccfXmRo%o [f RotfXPQ[Rfo tXfP [Zi \XRpQ[id ft foi ft [Zi UYddRQo
RotQo[Xs €Q[[QSRfod [ZQ[ [ff— \QX[ Ro [Zi Zfd[RSR[Rid [Zi cfP€Q[ QSiX[ Qo
fXmiX [f Pfpi [f [Zi €Q[[Si %XfYom XiQcZim [Zi [Xff\d Yoi“\ic[imSs Q[ F
QP fo LIZgY%Yd[ Q SR[[Si PfXi [ZQo [ZXii ZfYXd Qt[iX [Zi dZiISSR0%o ft
hd—ZRopQS d[QX[imE hZis kiXi cfP\iSSim [f Q€EQomfo STQMR0%. [ZiIRX ZiQj
PQcZRoiXs fo[f [Zi \SQ[tfXPd ft d\icRQS [XQc[fXd kZRcZ kfYSm ZQpi PQmi
[XQod\fX[R0%o [ZiIP PYcZ iQdRiX €Y[ kfYSm ZQpi miSQsim [Zi mI\QX[YXi ft
[Zi cfSYPo tfX Q tik \XicRfYd ZfYXd ”"od[iQm [Zis d[QX[im PfpR0%. fo cQ[3
iX\RSSQX [XQc—d'L Mt [Zi ipio[d ZQm €iio cfo[XfSSim €s [Zi UYddRQo dRmi [
PQXcZRo% XiQmRoidd ft R[d [Xff\d kfYSm ZQpi €iio iodY Xim

hZRd Rd tYX[ZiX RSSYd[XQ[im €s [Zi ROR[RQS czZQXQc[iX ft [Zi UY
QXPsced Qc[Rfod A PQXczZim [f hd—ZRopQS of[ mRXic[Ss [ZXfY%Z [Zi ei
%RQO0 pRSSQ%id 0iQX [Zi cR[s €Y[ €s\QddRo%. [ZiP [ZXfY%Z [Zi QE£f
Pio[Rfoim XfYomQ€fY[ XfY[i hZRd kQd mfoi [f QpfRm Qo0s i0%Q%iPio[
kR[Z [Zi ioiPs Ro tYSS;dcQSi Zfd[RSR[Rid Ro Q tY[RSi Zf\i [ZQ[ [ZRd cfYS
d[RSS €i \Xipio[im VYcZ [Qc[Rcd mf of[ XidiP€Si Qo Qd\RXQ[Rfo [f [iQcZ
Qosfoi Q Siddfo ‘iIQokZRSi [Zi eifX%RQ0 QXPs Q[[Qc—im [ZRd XfQm kR[Z
ZiQps QX[RSSiXs PQcZRoi% Yo Qom doR\iX tRXi YdRo0%. \fdR[Rfod \Xi\QX
QmpQoci qd Q XidYS[ [Zi tRiSm cfSYPo ft UYddRQo [Xffl\d foSs QXXRpim
hd—ZRopQS fo [Zi ipioR0%e ft [Z qY%Yd] ZQpRo% i“ZQYd[im fo [Zi kQs
I[ZIRX d[fc— ft QPPYoR[Rfo Qom dYttiXRo%. dipiXi cQdYQS[Rid noSs Qft]
[ZQ[ fo #[ZqY% Yd[ kQd Q micRdRfo PQmi [f €XiQ— [ZXfY%Z [f hd—ZRopC(
MRXic[Ss [ZXfY%Z [Zi eifX% RQo iocSQpi fccY\Rim €s [Zi i0iPs npiXQSS
R[ [ff— [kf mQsd tfX [Zi UYddRQo QXPs [f [XQod\fX[ cfocio[XQ[i Qom mi3
\Sfs Qo QXPs %o XfY\ cQ\Q€Si ft SQYocZRo% Qo QSS;fY[ cfYo[iX;fttiodRpi R
[Zi [ZiQ[Xi ft Zfd[RSR[Rid T\ Yo[RS [Zio [Zi iofXPfYd [Qd— ft cfo[QROR0%o
[Zi fpiXkZiSPR0%o i0iPs tfXcid QccXYim [f Q ZQomtYS ft [Zi UYddRQo
\iQci—ii\iXd YoR[d ft [Zi ‘RoRd[Xs ft _itioci ft VfY[Z ndi[RQ Qom [Zi
ndi[RQo pfSYo[iiXd hzidi mipiSf\Pio[d XipiQSim [ZQ[ hd—ZRopQS ZQm
\ffX mitiocid kR[Z Xi%QXm [f PRSR[QXs i0%R0iiXR0% Qd kiSS Qd dZfX[Q



128 Five-Day War in the Caucasus: an Osetian Perspective

in arms and the supply of ammunition to Osetians in the crucial first two
days of hostilities. If one compares these facts with the desperate Ameri-
can efforts to arm and train the army of its client state, one can better
understand who “laid a trap” for whom in the Caucasus.

On 8th August in the early morning Georgian tanks and infantry en-
tered the largely destroyed Tskhinval, with ruins still smoking. Obvi-
ously they expected no serious resistance. Indeed they immediately oc-
cupied nearly 30 % of the city territory®”. But this time Georgian fight-
ers were not destined to gain glory in war. In contrast to Osetian and
Russian soldiers they were not at all ready to entrench themselves in the
ground they had gained and staunchly defend them. In the first, most
critical hours of the defence of Tskhinval, when tens of tanks and other
armoured vehicles and thousands of enemy soldiers rushed in its streets,
they were met by only three hundred (!) defenders — Osetians, armed
only with sub-machine guns and RPGs'. But as soon as the first enemy
combat vehicles were set on fire and the first casualties inflicted on its
personnel, this “instantly shattered the morale of the Georgian soldiers,
who had been counting on a quick victory™®. “We fought for our city,
while for them it was alien territory”, — explained Anatoly Baranke-
vich, South Osetian Security Council Secretary at the time.* These re-
ports are confirmed by Western observers: “No one disputes that the
army succumbed to chaos and fear, which reached such proportions that
the army fled all the way to the capital, abandoning the city of Gori
without preparing a serious defence, and before the Russians had
reached it in strength. It littered its retreat with discarded ammunition”.
A senior NATO officer even maintained that one of the high ranking
Georgian generals, “had fled the battle in an ambulance, leaving soldiers
and his duties behind”®%.

However, in cases where the Georgian military happened to become
temporarily masters of the situation, they demonstrated a truly beastly
brutality. Osetian authorities, public organizations and the Office of the
Public Prosecutor-General of RF conducted the most rigorous gathering
of judicial evidence of the atrocities committed by the Georgian military
in Osetia. Testimonies of tens of thousands of witnesses and other, mate-
rial evidence irrefutably proved the fact of the third genocide of Os-

' Hand antitank grenade launcher.
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ership. In the past, such events, uncontrolled by the authorities, had de-
veloped into mass riots, followed by the occupation of Government
buildings and the toppling of local leaderships. This happened in North
Osetia, for instance, in 1981, when an outraged crowd literally stormed
the same building, housing at the time the Republican committee of the
CPSU". Although the rioters were eventually dispersed by troops, the
omnipotent Central Committee of the CPSU was compelled to change
the Republican leadership.

On the 8" August the situation was even more menacing. While a
threatening mob was gathering at the square in Vladikavkaz, an im-
promptu organising body had been established in a nearby building
and thousands of young men hurried from all over North Osetia to join
them as volunteers. Simultaneously, in these first hours of the conflict,
virtually all the main Cossack Unions of Russia, volunteer groups from
all North Caucasian republics (including Chechnya), Moscow, Vo-
logda, Rostov and many other Russian cities and towns, and from
Ukraine, Armenia and Abkhazia all declared their readiness to take
part in repulsing the Georgian invasion. Many of them were already on
the way to Vladikavkaz, not waiting for any formal invitations. If all
these people, taking the Georgian invasion as overt aggression and a
gross national and personal offence, had decided that South Osetia had
been betrayed by the Russian leadership, a violent outburst of their
rage was becoming inevitable. This meant that if the Russian army did
not soon march into South Osetia, it could well have been engaged in
hostilities on Russian soil. It is very easy to brush aside this possibility
if you are sitting in your comfortable office in the West but it is impos-
sible to do so if you are in the Kremlin. The situation in Vladikavkaz
and in Russia as a whole immediately improved, when Russian Presi-
dent Medvedev declared his military support of the South Osetia at
3.30 p. m. on 8" August.

The widespread accusation in the West that Russia’s response to the
Georgian actions was “disproportionate” can not be regarded by Os-
etians as anything other than straightforward support for brazen aggres-
sion. Indeed, a member of the Federation Council of Russia", speaking

! The Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
" The upper chamber of the Russian Parliament.
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tXfP [Zi [XREYO0i ftbeUqOT# dY % %oid[im [f ZRd lid[iXo cfSSiQ%Yid [ZQ[
[Zis %of [ZiPdiSpid [f hd—ZRopQS Qom Qddidd fo [Zi d\f[ CZfk \Xf\fX3
[RfoQ[i Rd Q dSii\R0o%o cR[s Qom [Zi QXPfYXim QXPQmQ ft sfYX ©€iQd[c
gd QSXiQms of[im UYddRQ Ydim ipiXs f\X[YoR[s [f \Xipio[ [ZRd kQX

_id\R[i ziX ittfX[d kQX kQd RoOR[RQ[im €s eifX%RQ Qom \iQci—ii\iXd
Qom cRpRSRQod ZQm QSXiQms dYttiXim dR%0RtRcQo[ cQdYQSI[Rid €s [.
tRXd[ UYddRQo YoR[d XiQcZim hd—ZRopQS IR[Z tfXcid izYQS [f R[d ioil
UYddRQ fpiXkZiSPim [Zi Q%% XiddfX VZi Q€d[QRoim tXfP fccY\sR0%o [Z
eifX% RQo [IXXR[fXs €isfom [Zi oiciddQXs dicYXR[s jfoi QXfYom VfY[Z nd;
i[RQ RocSYmRo0%. foSs [Zi QXiQd tXfP kZRcZ hd—ZRopQS kQd dzZiSSim
dRQo QRX tfXcid ZYRc—Ss % QR0OR0%. Qo fpiXkZiSPR0% mfPRoQ[Rfo Ro
SRPR[im [ZiRX Qc[Rfod [f [Zi €fP€R0%. ft QX[RSSiXs \fdR[Rfod Qom PRS
RotXQd[XYc[YXi rRoQSSs Q [XQodRio[ PRSR[QXs \iXQ[Rfo kQd cfP\Sii
[Zi tRt[Z mQs ft Zfd[RSR[Rid kZRcZ PiQo[ [ZQ[ UYddRQo Ro[iXpio[Rfo kC
of[ \XfSfo%im €Y][ fo [Zi cfo[XQXs Sim [f [Zi ZYRc—id[ \fddR€Si [iXPR0oQ3
[Rfo ft Zfd[RSR[Rid bfodizYio[Ss PQos SRpid kiXi dQpim €f[Z ft nd3
i[RQod Qom eifX%RQod

no cfP\Si[Rfo ft[ZRd kQX [Zi UYddRQo SiQmiXdZR\ XitXQRoim tXfP YoFR
SQ[iIXQSSs mRc[Q[Ro% R[d kRSS [f [Zi pQoZYRdZim dRmi QS[ZfY%.Z [Zi ¢
tfXcid kfYSm ZQpi €iio YoQ£€Si [f XiomiX Qos XidRd[Qoci ”"od[iQm [Zi kR0o3
0R0% dRmi QW\SRim [f [Zi QY[ZfXR[Q[Rpi Ro[iX0Q[RfoQS QXER[XQ[Rfo ft [Zi
\iQo ToRfo kR[Z [zZi ziS\ ft kZRcZ [Zi ‘impimip;VQX—fjs \SQo ft di[3
[SR0%o [Zi cfotSRc[ kQd mipiSf\im hZQ[ Rd Zfk Q [XYSs %o XiQ[ \fkiX dZfYSr
€iZQpi €iRo% QkQXi ft R[d Xid\fodRERSR[s £€itfXi [Zi Ro[iX0Q[RfoQS cfPPY:
oR[s Qom of[ dii—R0%o [f %QRo0 tXfP R[d YORSQ[IXQS PRSR[QXs \Xi\fomiXQc
[Zi kzfSi [zi dZfX[ A\iIXQ[Rfo ft [Zi UYddRQo QXPs CtfXcR0%o eifX%RQ [f
\iQcig Pii[d [Zi cXR[IXRQ ft Q CZYPQOR[QXRQo Ro[iXpio[Rfog PYczZ PfXi
[ZQo tfX Rod[Qoci [Zi jghn RopQdRfo Ro [Zi «QS—Qod kZiXi Q \XfSfo%.im
SQX%0i;dcQSi cQP\QR%00 ft QRX d[XR—id mipQd[Q[im [Zi ViIX€ERQo0 cRpRS R
[YXi —RSSR0%0 Q€fY[ Q [ZfYdQom cRpRSRQod "o Qos cQdi XiQmRo%o lid[
SRcQ[Rfod fo [ZRd kQX Qo ndi[RQo XiQmiXeYd[ kfomiXd kZi[ZiX [Zi Xid\fodi
ft UYddRQ [f Q%% XiddRfo QRPim Q[ ZiX cR[Rjiod 0iQX R[d VfY[ZiX0o €fXn
kQd Qos Sidd C\Xf\fX[RfoQJig [ZQo [Zi gPiXRcQo Xid\fodi [f | J##e

hZRd mRdcYddRfo [Zio XitY[id [Zi f\RoORfo kRmid\XiQm Ro [Zi lid[
Q€fY[ Q C[XQ\g SQRm €s [Zi cXQt[s YXiPSRo tfX Qo Roofcio[ eifX%oR(
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“democracy” with the help of the Osetian “stool-pigeons”. Rather, the
world witnessed Georgian aggression, founded on impudence, brutality
and an adventurism which counted on Western, primarily American,
help as a first and last resort.

5. The Aftermath of the War

The major feature of the Five-Day War in the Caucasus is that it
was a vivid demonstration of the limits of influence of the United
States. Intoxicated with the unique position of their country as a single
superpower, American neoconservatives failed to notice how the bal-
ance of power in the world had changed, not, however, completely in
their favour.

Russia started actively defending her national interests against this
backdrop, for the first time since the early 1990s. According to Alexan-
der Rahr, a Russia expert at Germany's Council on Foreign Relations,
Russians “marched into Georgia to challenge the West. And the West
was powerless. We're dealing with a new Russia”64 He is echoed by
Kishore Mahbubani, an eminent political analyst and Professor at the
National University of Singapore. In a paper with the eloquent title,
“The West is Strategically Wrong on Georgia”65, he writes that, “Russia
has loudly declared that it will no longer capitulate to the West. After
two decades of humiliation Russia has decided to snap back”. Assessing
the war in South Osetia, American analysts observed that Russia acted
“competently if not brilliantly”66. The American weekly Time Magazine
draws a parallel between these events and the USA wars in Iraq in 1991
and 2003, noting that this time Putin applied the Powell doctrine: just as
with Saddam Hussein’s armies, the Georgian troops simply “crumpled
under the Russian assault”67. It is noticeable also that Russia skilfully
complemented her actions on the battleground with an efficient cyber-
attack on Georgian servers and Web-sites. One more indisputably useful
lesson to be drawn appeared, again in Time Magazine: “...Don't tease
the bear, because it may just be smarter than you”68. Recognition oI’
South Osetian and Abkhazian independence, and providing military se-
curity guarantees to these countries became the logical completion of
the Russian military campaign.
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As a result ofthe rout of its client state in the Caucasus, the USA suf-
fered their first major political defeat since the end ofthe Cold War, while
the geo-political position of Russia was significantly strengthened.

The Five-Day War in the Caucasus has shown the immaturity of
the political class of modem Georgia, added to its failure to create a
truly independent state in all the years since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Saakashvili and his coterie have essentially sacrificed the long-
term national interests of their country to meet the imperial ambitions
of the United States. The gross incompetence of the Georgian leader-
ship became apparent not only with the complete inefficiency of its
military on the battlefield, but also in its inability to forecast the prob-
able consequences of its own actions. The Deputy Defence Minister of
Georgia recognized that the Government of his country did not believe
in the possibility of reciprocal Russian actions, and was completely
unprepared for the counteroffensive of her troops69. This is further re-
inforced by the Georgian staff papers, captured by Russian troops70.
Orders issued just a few hours before the start of hostilities define as
the enemy the “Osetian separatists”, local population and the peace-
keepersl Note that no Russian forces are mentioned. Georgian reliance
on Western help was also deeply flawed. Despite the fact that a street
appeared in Thilisi named after the American President, as the Finan-
cial Times has put it, “when fighting broke out — George W. Bush Ave-
nue was aroad to nowhere”7L

The price of the war for the aggressor proved to be unacceptably
high, and it can not be reduced to the military losses alone. As a conse-
quence of its own reckless adventurism, Georgia lost forever any hopes
of annexing the territories of South Osetia and Abkhazia. Moreover,
Turkey and Azerbaijan demanded that the Turks-Meskhetins return to
Georgiall together with the restoration ofthe autonomy of Adzharia, and
the establishment of a new autonomy for the Muslim population of Bor-
chaly (Kvemo-Kartly)72. This process well may lead to the disintegra-
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[Rfo ft [Zi YoR[im cfYo[Xs hZi RoittRcRiocs ft [Zi eifX%RQo gXPim
rfXcid ZQd XQRdim diXRfYd ZYid[Rfod cfociXoRo%. kZi[ZiX R[ PQ—id
diodi [f PQ—i tYX[ZiX Ropid[Pio[d Ro [ZiIP Qom R[ YomiXPRoim \XipRfY
ittfX[d ft[Zi cfYo[Xs QRPim CQ[ \Xidio[Ro%. R[diSt Qd Q \f[io[RQSSs diXR
PRSR[QXs \QX[oiX fX \fkiXgEF hZi Qmpio[YXRdP ft[Zi eifX%RQo0 SiQmiXc
Z2Qd dR%0RtRcQo[Ss kfXdioim [Zi \Xfd\ic[d ft eifX%RQaced io[iXR0%. jghn
_itiQ[ Ro [ZRd kQX cQYdim [Zi eifX%RQo f\\fdR[Rfo [f ZYid[Rfo R[d i“\i3
mRiocs kZRcZ Ro [YX0 % Qpi XRdi [f [Zi \fSR[RcQS cXRdRd ft [Zi VQQ—
Xi% RPIiE gSS [ZRd miPfod[XQJid [ZQ[ iddio[RQSSs [Zi eifX%RQo0 XYSRo
XiPQRod \XftfYomSs \XfpRocRQS Qom Rd YoQ<€Si [f tRom kQsd ft dic)
[Zi [XYi Ro[iXid[d ft R[d cfYo[Xs Ro [Zi cfP\SRcQ[im cfomR[Rfod ft [Zi
QcYJ[i Ro[iXoQ[RfoQS cfo[id[ Ro [Zi bQYcQdYd

00iX%os i“\iX[d f€diXpi [ZQ[ [Zi kQX cQo cfP\SRcQJi cYXXio[ TV
\SQod [f i"\Qom [ZiRX Qccidd [f [Zi fRS XidiXpid ft bio[XQS qdRQ id\i3
cRQSSs kZio \XRcid ft [ZRd XQk PQ[iXRQS QXi i“[XiPiSs pfSQ[RSi qgcc
Ro%o [f bSRtt YY\cZQo [Zi \fSR[RcQS XRd—d QoQSsd[ Q[ OYXQdR!
CPYS[RoQ[RfoQSd Qom bio[XQS qdRQo Qom bQd\RQo %.fpiXoPio[
[ZRo— [kRci Q€fY[ €YRSMR0% oik SRoid [ZXfY%Z [ZRd cfXXRmfX
ipio cQSS Ro[f 2Yid[Rfo [Zi XiISRQ€RSR[s ft PfpR0%. i“RA[R0%. pfSY
[ZXTY%Z [ZQ[ cfXXRmfXgEH

gof[ZiX RP\fX[Qo[ XidYS[ ft [ZRd kQX Rd Qo RocXiQdRo0%. cfotSR
Ro[iXid[d €i[kiio [Zi TVq Qom [ZiRX jghn QSSRidt cfooic[im [f [ZRd Rd
[Zi PIMRQ[fXs XfSi ft [Zi rXiocZ uXidRmio[ VQX—fijs "[ Rd piXs cZQXQ
[i(XRd[Rc [ZQ[ gPiXRcQo uXidRmio[ eifX%i | *YdZ cQSSim ZRd rXioc
cfSSiQ%Yi €itfXi [Zi SQ[[iX Sit[ tfX ‘fdcfk Qd—Ro0% ZRP of[ [f Ro[iX3
tiXi Qom «Yd[ cfomiPo UYddRQEE OT PIimRQ[Rfo QXXQ0%R0%o [Zi ciQ
Sim [f Q dZQX\ cXR[RZYi ft QSSi%im OYXf\iQo Cdft[oiddg fo [Zi \QX[
[Zi gPiXRcQo oifcfodiXpQ[RpidEL hZi OYXf\iQo jghn PiP€iXd [ZiP3
diSpid QXi fEpRfYdSs d\SR[ Xi%QXmR0% Qos PiQdYXid Q% QRod[ |
AdXQiSced \fdR[Rfo QSdf cQYdim gqPiXRcQod mRAQ\\fRo[Pio[L q kii— A
tfXi [Zi d[QX][ ft[Zi kQX "dXQiS micSQXim [Zi ciddQ[Rfo ft PRSR[QXs mi
iXRid [f eifX%RQ kZRSi Qt[iX [Zi Zfd[RSR[Rid iomim [Zi "dXQiSR efpi.
Pio[ ZQd mfoi ipiXs[ZR0o% Ro R[d \fkiX [f QpfRm cfotXfo[Q[Rfo kR[Z
UYddRQ hZzi XiQdfo tfX [ZRd Rd [ZQ[ QS[ZfY%Z [fmQs [Zi Ro[iXoQ[!
\fdR[Rfo ft ~dXQiS Rd tQRXSs dicYXi €s dY\\SsRo%. R[d ioiPRid kR[Z ft
dRpi kiQ\fod Qom cQXXsRo%. fY[ dY€piXdRpi kfX— Q% QRod[ R[d tXRi
0iY[XQS Xi%RPid UYddRQ Rd Q€Si [f YomiXPRoi ~dXQiSced dicYXI



Five-Day War in the Caucasus: an Osetian Perspective 135

though their position irritates Americans, Israelis reckon this to be a
lesser evil®'. In the course of this war Turkey, the major military
power on the Southern flank of NATO, took a particular position more
favourable to Moscow than to Tbilisi or Washington. The war in
South Osetia caused great uneasiness in Turkey because Russia is
their major energy supplier, and is also an important market for Turk-
ish products and investments®.

With regard to the ideological results of this war, one should note
that despite the large-scale brainwashing campaign on the part of the
Western media, very few in the non-Western world condemn the legiti-
mate defence by Russia of its interests in the Caucasus. Indeed, as Pro-
fessor Mahbubani argues, “most of the world is bemused by western
moralising on Georgia”. The Western view of the war remains isolated:
“In reality, most support Russia against the bullying west. The gap be-
tween the western narrative and the rest of the world could not be
greater”®. From this, thinks Professor Mahbubani from Singapore, a
strategic lesson should be drawn.

Despite the fact that all these consequences of the Georgian ag-
gression undermine American hegemony, it seems that American neo-
conservatives are not in a rush to draw any lessons themselves. Thus,
Robert Kagan, probably expressing the vulnerability of the American
position, maintains that, “the details of who did what to precipitate
Russia's war against Georgia are not very important”. What is impor-
tant, in his opinion, is only that Putin “is trying to restore the country
to its once-dominant role in Eurasia and the world”®. In this connec-
tion the American expert community on international relations dis-
cusses such “options” as: threatening Russia by freezing the accounts
of the Russian oligarchs in Western banks®, excluding Russia from
G-8%, deploying the American troops urgently withdrawn from Iraq
and Afghanistan into Georgia, Ukraine and other CIS' countries?, and
boycotting the Sochi Olympics 2014, However, getting bogged

' down in the Middle East, needing the cooperation of Russia on a
number of strategic issues, and lacking the support of some of its key
NATO allies, the United States has few effective means of punishing
Russia.

! Commonwealth of the Independent States.
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If the discussion in Brussels between an Osetian and a Georgian
delegate mentioned at the beginning of this paper continued today, its
Osetian participant could ask his Georgian interlocutor: “Who proved
to be the better ally: the overseas power, rich and powerful, but at the
same time arrogant and egocentric, or the country, fallen from its for-
mer height, but still connected with both our peoples by the unity of its
historical fate?” How the Georgian democrat would answer this ques-
tion today — we do not know. For Osetians the answer is obvious.
Their historical experience proved that it is the ascendancy of Russia
as a great power that has opened for them the way to survival and de-
velopment and on the other hand, as soon as the Russian state reels the
very existence of Osetians is questioned. Indeed, as shown above, the
first genocide of the Osetian people occurred in 1920 during the civil
war following the Russian Revolution, while the second took place in
the turmoil caused by the collapse of the Soviet Union. The third at-
tempt to eliminate Osetians is particularly revealing, because it is a re-
sult of an attack on the strategic positions of Russia initiated by the
West, primarily by USA. If in the first two cases the Georgian nation-
alists acted on their own, in the third case they enjoyed a powerful ex-
ternal support, and hence the threat to the existence of the Osetian
people grew dramatically.

In this respect, the major lesson that the Osetian people draw from
the recent war is that the single guarantee of its survival is the revival of
Russia as one of the leading powers, at least in the region of the former
USSR. When some in the West discuss the “imperial ambitions” of
Moscow, objective observers should take into account that a number of
peoples, and not only Osetians, connect their future with such a revival
of Russia as a great power.
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