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I

4l nesxan Ha nonatsax, BepHee, Ha Hapax, yCTPOEHHBIX B Hamlel Terutyiike. CiieBa Obula CTeHa,
CIIpaBa Jie)XaJl MOU TOBapHIL, AciamassiH, TPUKOMaHJUPOBAHHBIN K BOEHHOMY TOCIIMTAITIO, KaK U 1.
3a HUM JIeKau JIBe TOKTOPIIH, 32 TeMu — JleBuT, antekapb. HampoTus ObliM Takue ke Hapbl, Ha
KOTOPBIX TOXeE JIeXKaJIH TeJa.

BHu3y, nox Hapamu, XU JPYKUHHULBL.

310 OBLIM IrPyOBIE AEBYIIIKU, OOJBIIEH YaCThIO JIET BOCEMHAAATH-ABaAaTi. OHU IPOMKO CCO-
PUIIHCH MEX Ly COOOH 1 3aJipaii BEPXHUX KIIBLOB. [I0TOM XBaTam rutapy 1 XOpoM Teju BCeBO3-
MOKHBIE TTecHr. Ha CTaHIUAX OHU 3aBA3bIBAJIM MOJHUEHOCHBIC POMAaHbI C BOCHHBIMU U3 BCTPEYHBIX
3IEJIOHOB.

CBepxy MHe XOpOIIO ObIJIO BUAHO CEpEeArHY BaroHa, Ijie IIaBHBIM 00pa3oM IIia Ku3Hb. Tam
CTOs1/1a JKeJie3Hasl 11eUb, M BCe TOJIWINCH BOKPYT Hee ¢ KoTeJaKaMu. Tam e Jiexasu ApoBa, CIIyKHB-
1€ BMECTE U CTYJIbAMMU. CCOpLI Ha4yMHaJIMChb UMEHHO TaM; yH.ICI[H.IHfI Ha Hapbl CYHUTAJICA BBIOBIBILIIM
C TOJIs1 CpaKEeHUsI; OOJIbIIIE HEeKyJa ObLIIO YUTH; iy YIIeJIINA MOIYal U TUXO JIeXKall, €ro Mpu3Ha-
BaJIM Kak Obl OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM. Ero MoxHO ObLJIO Jaxke pyrars, Kak 3TO JeJaloT 3a r1asa. Ha sto He
OOVKAJINCE. MI/IpI/ITI)CH BBIXOJUJIN TOXE K IICYKE: TYT ObLIa COMHCTBCHHAA JXKUBad ropsias TO4Yka B
OrPOMHOM UM MEPTBOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE MOPO3a U CHera.
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IT

MBbI exany Tak JOJITO, YTO Majio-IIOMaly TepsuTi cueT BpeMeHu. Hac mepeBo3uin Ha HOBBI
(ponT. HUKTO He 3HaN, Kyaa HAC HANpaBJsAIoT. EXany OoT CTaHIIMM K CTaHIMM, Kak OyATo 3a0myau-
jmck. O Hac, TOKHO OBITh, 3a0BUIN.

[Moesn miesn, nHOrIA MooATY CTOsT. Kpyrom cTosiiv 1osisi ¥ jieca B CHEry, pa3pyllieHHbIe CTaH-
1. YacTto s ciplimman Pa3pbIBbl, UHOTAA BAJAJICKE, MHOIrJA ITIOYTHU pAIOM.

Bpems nonuio Kak-1o BKOCh: HE CBSI3BIBAJIO MPOIILIOTO ¢ OYAYIIMM, a KYJa-TO MEHsI YBOAMJIO.

Bokpyr MeHst ObLTH JIOH, YyKHe )KU3HHU, HUTE HEe COMPUKACABIINECS C MOEH.
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I

Kanmranma — xeHa kanutaHa ®PoMuHa, OYeHb KPyITHASI KSHIIIMHA C JIUIIOM YOUKIIBI, — BHIHU-
MaJia U3 OfiesiT CBOIO 30JIOTYIIHYIO IEBOUKY U 3BYYHO OMJIa ee OOJBIIMMU PyKaMHU TIOJT OTTYIIUTE -
HBIT BU3T, a TIOCJIe MyCKasla XOOUTh 10 BaroHy, M TOTa HYXXHO ObLJIO Oepevbcs: TeBOYKa CIIOTHIKA-
Jlach U C PEBOM BaJIWJIaCh, a MaTh, KaK pa3bsipeHHasl CJIOHMXA, KUJAJIach Ha MOMOIIb U COKpYIIaia
Y TONTaJIa BCE Ha MYTH.

JleBUT caguiicsl y ieuyku 00s3aTeNIbHO TaK, YTOObI, KpOME HEero, HUKTO He MOT Ty/la CeCTh; TaK
K€ ero KOTeJIKM He TepIie/id COCe/ICTBa Ha rmevke. OH XOAWII 10 BaroHy OCOOSHHO: CHavYasia TOBOPHIT
«U3BHUHSIIOCH», 4 TIOTOM HACTYTIAJI caroraMy KoMy-HUOyIb B cym. Ha Hapax oH Jiexan He BIOJb, Kak
BCE, a KaK-TO BOOK, pacKJIa/ibiBasi HOTY Ha COCETHIO TEPPUTOPHIO TOKTOPIL. OH 3aCHINa ¢ TyCThIM
XparoM, Kak TOJIKO MPUJISKET HA Hapbl, U BO CHE MEpeKaThIBAJICS BIIPABO U BJIEBO, CIIUXUBAsI BCE,
HO JJOCTaTOYHO OBUIO KOMY-HUOY/Ib CKa3aTh MOTUXOHBKY «JIeBUT», Kak OH HEMEJICHHO MPEeK paia
XpaIr ¥ BecbMa KCTaTu U Bonaja otBevall. [Tokyiienue camoe HEeBUHHOE — HAalpUMEp, MePeCTaBUTh
ero 4eMoJiaH — OH IMpeceKasl YKaCHOW pyraHbio, OpbI3rasi CIIOHOM Ha BECh BaroH, Tak 4TO IIHIIENA
MeYKa, ¥ He HAYMHAJ IPAKK TOJIBKO IMOTOMY, UTO OBLT yke HeMoJoa U psaono cioxén. Ho, orpanus
HaJIJIeKaM 00pa3oM CBOI0 COOCTBEHHOCTh M CeOs1 CaMOro, OH JeJIaJicsi MIJI U C YIOBOJIbCTBHEM
TeJT B XOpe C CecTpaMu; OTHAKIbI 1axke CIuisicall.

JIOKTOPILM YTO-TO HIWJIH.

lamomoBa, Hemoogas cecTpa, 3apaHee OblIa HAa Bcex oOmkeHa. Eil ka3zamock, YTO JIEBOYKA
doMUHBIX CBEpXY IUTIOET Ha Hee. DTO, MOKET ObITh, ¥ OBIBAJIO.

— Yro BB cMeeTech? S He cMeriHee Bac, — ToBopuia ['aonoBa, eciim KTo-HUOYIb yIbIOasics.

— MbI coBceM He Hajl BaMH, — TOBOPHJIU €M.

— A 4 3Hal0, 4TO HaJO MHOI. BO MHE HUYEro CMENIHOro HeT, — oTBeuasia I aonosa.

B npyroe Bpems oHa Opajia rutapy U pa3yuuBasia eTUHCTBEHHYIO CBOIO TIECHIO:

Yto crouilb, Ka4yasch,
Beerxas psiouna.

I[NecHs eit HUKaK He JaBajack. Ecim ee mpocuim repecrarh, OHa C OCOOEHHBIM CTApaHUEM JoTie-
BaJia 0 KOHLA U Cpa3y e OIATh HAYMHAJIA C HavaJa.

— 51 HuUem He Xyxe pyrux, — oobsicHsiIa ['anonoBa.

Moii cocen AcimamassiH ObUI, HAITPOTHB, philiapeM. OH OYeHb KAPTUHHO CIIAJ, PACKHHYBIIUChH
Ha CIIMHE ¥ 3QJI0KUB ceOe pyKy 1oz rojioBy. OH BceM MOMOrajl OTKPbIBaTh M 3aKPhIBATh HAITY [Ibsi-
BOJIbCKHM TSDKEJTYI0 BarOHHYIO JBepb. JIHEM OH OOBIYHO Jiekasl Ha Hapax OOCOH, MOJHSB K MOTOJKY
pacTornblpeHHble Naibibl Hor. OH ObUT ycaThlid, YepHBIA, KOPEHACTHIA U CUJIbHBIA. MHOTHE CecTphl
XOTEJH 3aKPYTUTh C HUIM POMaH, HO OH Ha 3TO He MoAgaBajcs U ObUT OIMHAKOBO MIJI cO Bcemu. OH
ObLT TOKE OXOTHHK CIIETh B XOpe, HO, MpaB/a, HUKOTa He IJIscall.
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IV

JleBymiku ObLTM MEHee Pa3sHOOOPa3HBI.

Tak, o kpaiiHeil Mepe, 5 AymaJl, KOrjia CMOTpeJl Ha HUX C Hap.

VY HuxX ObUta CBOSI JKW3Hb, TOJMHAS NMITHYbETrO JierkoMbicaus. [lox HapaMy OHM KOTOIIWIIUCH,
nepeOrpanCh, YKJIAAbIBAIUCH U IIEBEJIIINCh, KAK MITHIIBI.

Pa3roBop ux criomib cocTosiyi U3 KaKUX-TO CTPEMUTEIbHBIX HAMEKOB M YMOTUaHui. TyT xke,
BIIPOYEM, CJIBIILIANACH U caMasl CONJaTCKasl pyraHb.

1 He cpazy cran paznuyarh, KTo U3 HUX AHs, KTo Hans, kro Tans. Bee O6bitu po3oBbie, cMertl-
JIMBBIE, CKOpBIE Ha cloBO. biienHoM Oblia Tonbko Bepa MyiiHuKoBa, camasi ObIcTpasi, TOHEHbKast 1
nopeiBucTast. Kaxayio MUHYTYy OHa HaYMHAIA YTO-HUOYIb HOBOE: TO CXBAaTUT MaJIeHbKYIO JlapucKy,
neBouky POMUHBIX, TO KUHETCS K TMTape, TO HaJlyMaeT [IepeCMOTPETh CBOM HApPsbl, BBITAIUT UX,
pacKuaaeT u OpOCHT, TO MEPECCOPUTCS C MOAPYTaMH, TO CHOBA MX oOHMMaeT. Ha craniusix oHa nep-
Basl BHIIIPbITMBAJIa U3 BarOHa M KyJa-TO Iponaiaja; Cliy4ajloch, YTO COBCEM OTCTAaHET U IOTOHUT Hac
Ha KaKOM-HHOY/Ib TapOBO3E.

Mperl npuexaiu B JI*** 1 Hafo/Iro 3acTpsiv Ha 3alacHbIX MyTAX. TaM yxke CTOSAIM BOECHHBIE
smesionsl. Cosarel O ABOE, 110 TPOE TYJISUIA OKOJIO TIOE3/I0B.

JleByIIky ctaym ucuesatsb U3 BaroHa. [laxe ["anonosa Haituia cebe NOKJIOHHUKOB U YTBEPIAUIIACH
B yO©X/I€HHH, UTO OHA HE XyXke Apyrux. MUMO HaIlei TeTuTy Ky YacTo XOAMIN KaBaiepucTsl. OnuH
U3 HUX OCOOEHHO ObLT XOPOIII: AeBATHAAIATUICTHAN MaJIblidi B TIONYITyOKe, C MIAIIKOW U IIIOPaMH,
C PYMSIHBIM ¥ HAaMBHBIM JIMIIOM, KaKue ObIBAIOT HA KAPTUHKAX, U300PaKaIOIUX PYCCKUX KPACABIIEB.

— Ilocmotpurte, — ckazan s JeByIIKaM, — BOT, IO-MOEMY, IPEBOCXOJHbI MOJIOON YEJIOBEK.

Bce nHa Hero nocmotpenu. OH ckoH(Y3WICSA U OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY CO CBOEH IIAIIKOW U IIIIO-
pamu.

Beuepom on siBuiics B Hanl BaroH. Briepenu nuia Bepa MyimHuKoBa 1 Besa €ro kKak nooeau-
tenabHUIA. OH pacTepsHHO MIarayl ¥ BIOOMEHHO cMoTpen Ha Bepy. HdeBymiku axuaymu. Ceituac xe
Havyaich necHu. AHs CepoBa, JTydlliast Halla MeBUIla, pacKkpbuia poT u Oresiia, Kak oBia. OH Toxe
niesi. Bepa cuziena ¢ HuUM psiioM, B3BOJTHOBaHHAs U ropasi.

Bripouem, B Haillem BaroHe Bce KOHYaJI0Ch ECHAMMU. BbIXoaniam K neyke, caauiinuch Ha JIpoBa,
Y TEIUTyIIKa HauMHaja 1poxaTh. He resu Tonbko JOKTOPIIM — U3 JIO)KHO MOHSATOrO apUCTOKpaTU3Ma.
A 1, nexa Ha Hapax B yIJIy, 3aIbIXaJiCsl OT MPHCTYIIOB CBOEH CepleuHOi OONe3HH.
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OHM TpUXOIWJIM BHE3AITHO, MHOTJA JHEM, HO Yallle HOYbIo, TIOCe Beuepa, MPOBEICHHOIO
CaMBIM CKYYHBIM 00pa3oM, B KaKUX-HHOYIb BsUIBIX pa3zroBopax. Cpeau HOUM s MPOCHINANCS: S YK
He 51, He oUIIep, HE TAKOW-TO — WIIH, JIyUllle CKa3aTh, TOJIBKO TYT 51 JEUCTBUTENILHO YUCTOE $, Oe3
uMeHu, Oe3 Jmia, 6e3 BOCHOMUHAHUI: OJJHO OOHaKEHHOE YyBCTBO MTPOTUBOIIOCTaBIeHUs. Bcé He s,
KpOMe TOYKH, KOTOpas 1. Ta TOUKa cxkaTa JI0 TOUKU. B TOUuKy BTUCHYT Bech yKac yMUPAHHUS: CTPaxX
YIIYCTUTh 3Ty TOUKY. [IpixaHue caapieHo. Bokpyr mens cnst. Jlerue Oputo Obl yMHpaTh B OIUHOUE-
CTBE, HE YyBCTBYs CTPAIIIHOTO PAaBHOAYIIHS JIIofiel BOKpyT ceds1. Ho yxac He B paBHOAyIINH. 3/1€Ch
ocoObiii cTpax. OHM PaBHOMYIIHBI, TOTOMY YTO Kak Obl OTCYTCTBYIOT Iepe[l JIMIIOM CMEpTH, He TIpH-
HUMaloTcs B cueT. CMepTh oOpaliieHa Ko MHe OJHOMY. Sl GeccuiieH, 1 cMepTh MEHsI YHUUTOXKHT.

W emie onuH cTpax, 171 MEHsI CaMbli TJIaBHBIN.

Bor 51 ymep, u ayx ocrapinsier Moto 10Tk, Kyna on noiiner? Bot oH yXxonut u3 Tena, KoTopoe
pOKIaeT ero Ha CBeT, Kak peOeHka. Kak peOeHOk, OH cmad, u Oe33amuTeH, 1 OOHAXEH: TeJlo ero
HE TIPUKPBbIBAET. A UYTO, €CJIM OH pacTevyercsl U norepsiet (popMy, MpUBJIEKaeMblid, KaK MarHUTAMH,
MACCUBHBIMHU JIyIIAMHU CISIIUX BOKPYT MeHs Jiofieit? DTU AyIIH MOTYyOTKPBITHL U TOTOBBI TPUHSThH
ero.

JlyX pacTBOpPHUTCSI U BOMJET MO YacTsIM B JIyIIy KaXJOro CIsero. B kaxaom u3z HUX Oyaer
MaJlasi 9YaCTUIIA MEHs, a CaM s UCUE3HY.

Her, Hano ymupars HaeuHe ¢ caMUM COOOM U TIOCTIEIHUM YCHIJIMEM BOJIM COXPaHUTH (hopMy
Jyxa, TIOKa OH caM He OKpeIHeT B HOBOW CBOEH cyaboe.
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VI

[Nocne mpucTyIoB s MOIONTY HE MOT 3aCHYTh U, OTJIEKABIIKCH, BBIXOAWI IOCUIETh HAa JPOBAX
y nieuku. Houblo Tam ObuIo mmycTo. JIeKypHbIi, 00sI3aHHBIN TOMUTH IO HOYaM, OOBIYHO 3aKJIaJbIBAIT
JOBEpXy APOBa U YXOIMJI MOIpeMaTh, IOKa BCE OHU He CropsT. S ¢ 0X0TOi 0CBOOOX AT ero OT HeoO-
XOAMMOCTHY BCTaBaTh W MOAKIaAbIBaTh. PoHAPH yke He ropen. CBeT e TOJMbKO OT MeYKH. Xpar
Y JIbIXaHUE CJIBIIIAJIMCH U3 TEMHOTHL. $1 Cel K OTHIO M TUXOHBKO CHJeN, 0e3 MBICJIeH, YyYBCTBYs, KaKk
OCTaHOBWJIOCh BPeMsl, — HUUTO He JJBUIaJIOCh, HE MEHSIOCh, U BCE TIOTHO OBUIO TOJIBKO COOOMH, Kak B
JKUBOMVCHU: TaM TOXXE BUIUIIIb HETIOABUKHYIO ITOJTHOTY OBITHSI BCSKOU BEIll, CBOOOJHOM OT BpeMeH!
1 OT u3MeHeHWd. TObKO ObIM OT MOEW ManvpOChl UyTh-UyTh KPYKUJICS, KaKk OYATO QyJ OTKYAa-TO
TETUIbIA BETEPOK.

Bepa MymHuKoBa, KOTOPOM TOXke He CIaoch MOC/e BUepalrHero Tpuymda Haj Mojipyram,
BIPYT NOSIBIJIACH HA CEpe/IMHE BaroHa.

— INocuaute co mHoit, Bepouka, — ckazain s.

— INopoxaute, s pacTpenaHHasi, — ckazayia Bepa u ObICTPHIMU, TOYHBIMH JIBUKESHUSAMH CTaJIa
yKJIa[pBath cede Bosockl. [losBrmch 1Be OyKOIbKY — clipaBa U crieBa. He nonenas npuuecku, Bepa
npycena psaoM CO MHOU U TIOEKHIIACh.

— XonogHo, — ckazaya Bepa.

Sl HaKWHYJ eid Ha TJIeYM CBOIO KYPTKY U TIOCTOPOHUJICS, YTOOBI IaTh € CeCTh y OrHSI.

Ham He 0 yem ObUIO pa3roBapuBaTh.

$1 nepBbIN HApPYILLIWII MOJTYAHUE.

— BbI cuinTe Kak Ha ClieHe, — CKa3al si, — CBEeT Ha Bac MajaeTr, a Kpyrom teMHoTa. Kak 6ynro
TaMm 3pUTEJIbHBIN 3aJ1. A 51 — €IMHCTBEHHbIN 3pUTEb.

— IlpaBaa, — ckazana Bepa, — HEMHOXKO MTOXOXKeE.

— Bul korga-HuOyAb Urpaiy Ha clieHe?

— 41 Oblna B TeaTpasbHOM CTYIUH, — cKa3asia Bepa.

— Honro 6sum? — CpOCUI 1, He 3Hast, 9TO OB ellle CIPOCHTb.

— Henonro, — ckazana Bepa, — s MHOTO errie rjie Oblia.

— Y0 BBI Ies1a11 10 BOMHbI, Bepouka? — cripocui 1.

— B nocnennee Bpems Obuta B OyTaOpCcKOil MacTepckoid. Mbl IIPUTOTOBJISIA Pa3Hble BEIln
IUIS CHEKTAKJIEN.

— A panbiie?

— Panbinie Bcero s Obu1a moBapeHkoM. U st TaM caenasa ajisl BBICTaBKU OaieprHy.

— BockoByio?

— Her, u3 macna. U menkoBoe miatbe OT KyKjibl. Most 6ajieprHa nomnaja Ha BhICTABKY, M MEHS
B3sUTH B OyTaopcKyo Mactepckylo. Toinbko MHE TaM He HpaBUJIOCh. TaM Kak Ha 3aJBOPKax.

— IToBapenkoM ObL10 JTyuIe?

— Her, 1 Tam 6b110 cKyuHO. 3HaeTe, oBapa BEYHO CUJST Ie-HUOYAb B KOMHATKE BO3JIe KyXHH,
C KpacHBIMHU HOCAMH, U MBIOT Yaid. §I Tam XoTena mpuaymMarh HeMbICIMMOe OMT0f10, YTOOBI OHO MEHS
MIPOCIIaBUIIO.

— Bawm xouercs cnaBbl?

— Xouercs. Uto-HUOYAb TaKOe CHOENaTh JIydllle BCeX, YTOObl BCe HA MEHSI CMOTPEIU U YTOOBI
MHE TOJIpaXKau.

— Bce paBHO 4TO, TOJBKO OBl POCTABUTHCS?

— 3Haere, — ckazana Bepa, — 51, Korja ere mMajeHbKasi OblBajia B IIMPKe, IIOTOM cama MOIJia
aenath pasHeie (pokychl. Hanmpumep — 3T0 0YeHb TPYyAHO: B3SITh CTAKAaH C BOJOH U Jieub HA TION U
MOTOM BCTaTh ¥ HE TIPOJIUTh HYU KarlIy.
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Ona W3MeHWIach B JIMLE, OKMBWIACh M 3aMHTEPECOBAIACh Pa3srOBOPOM, KaK MaJeHbKAas
JEeBOYKA.

— A B cTyauM BaM HpaBUJIOCh?

— Jla, HO s ObLTa Tam HeJoNITO, — cKazana Bepa. — Xorute, s1 KOro-HUOYIb MPEICTaBIIO? —
ITpu 3TOM OHa BcTasia, BRITSHYJIACh U JIEPHYJIA TOJIOBOM, B TOUHOCTH Kak 3TO Aenaio s. [lotom onHa
cocTporia OeCCMBICIICHHBIE T71a3a M YCTaBUJIACh Ky/1a-TO B TIPOCTPAHCTBO.

S pacxoxoracs.

— Bam nogonio Ob ObITH akTpricOM. Y Bac IpesiecTHasi MaHepa FOBOPUTh U OYEHb TOUYHBIE
JBWKEHUS, — CKazal f1.

— Kak BbI 910 3aMeTmiin? — cpocuia Bepa. — { nqymasna, 4to Bel HUKOTJa HUKOTO U3 HAC HE
BUAAJIM.

— [ouemy?

— [Totomy, 4TO BBl BEUHO JISKHTE y ceOs1 HABEpXY U Pa3roBapUBaeTe TONBKO C AcliamMa3siHOM U
¢ pokropieil Hunoit AnekceeBHoil. OHa BaM, HaBEPHOE, HPABUTCS.

— 41 nexy, moromy 4to s OOJIeH, — cKa3al .

— Yro xe ¢ Bamu?

— ¥V meHs 60Ut cepaiie, — cKas3aj s U BCTIOMHMII O CBOMX CTpaxax.

—9T0 1 y MeHsI ObIBaeT, — JISTKOMBICJIEHHO CKa3ajia Bepa, — moOoMuT 1 mpoxoauT. A Bce-Taky,
HpaButcs BaM Huna AnekceeBHa?

— Bbl MHe HpaBuTeCh, — cKazan s 1 oOHsT Bepy.

«3auem £ 370 Jiena?» — MoAyMall s U TIOBEPHYJI ee K ceOe, yToOH ToliesioBath. Bepa mosep-
HyJIach. S OBICTPO OTCTpPaHMIICS, IOTOM B3sUJT €€ PyKYy U OCTOPOKHO TOIEIOBaJ KOHYMKH aJIbIIEB.
OHa Tak U3MEHUJIACh B JIMIIE, YTO Y MEHsI Cep/ILle OCTAHOBMJIOCh Ha CEKYH/LY.

— A1, He Hajl0, — cKa3zasia Bepa u otnepHysa pyky.

S cmoTpest B OroHb.

— 41 ceituac mokaxy BamM KaKOH-HUOYIb ITIOMN, KaK MBI JIeJIaJId B CTYAUU, — CKOPOTOBOPKOM CKa-
3aya Bepa u, CHSIB ¢ pyKH HEBUMMYIO MIEpUaTKY, OThICKAJ1a HA HE HEBUAUMYIO IbIPOUKY U HEBUIU-
MOU HUTKOU MPUHSIACH €€ 3alTUBaTh.

Sl B caMoM Jiesie TOJIBKO TYT B TEpBbIA pa3 yBujuen Bepy. Y Hee ObUIO cMyrjioBaToe JIUIIO,
HeOOJbIIIe TEMHBIE TJIa3a, BpeMEHAMH 3eJIeHble, HETIOHSTHOE CXOACTBO ¢ Mapueii- AHTyaHeTTOM,
W3BUJIMCTHIE TYOBI; IPEJIECTHBIN OBaJl, O4EPUSHHBIN KAaKOK-TO YMCTOU M TIOYTH OTBJICYEHHOM JIMHUEH.
Bo B3ms1/1€ OBUTM CTPEMHUTENBHOCTD M JTYKABCTBO: JIMIIO U3 KapTUHBI BatTo.
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VII

YTpom y MeHs1 CHOBa ObLJIO YAYIIbe, HO 51 TAK JOJITO HOCHJICSI CO CBOUM CTPAaXOM CMEpPTH, UTO
OH y MeHsI Tpolies1. DIIesIOH CTOSUT Ha 3aracHbIX MyTsx 0e3 mapoBo3a. S BeHYN «Beprepa» u3 cBoei
TIOJIEBOM CYMKH U TIOIIeN OOpOANTh. BepHyBIINCH, 51 IOMAJ B cCaMylo CepeluHy ccopsl. JIeBUT Tom-
TaJicsl Ha OpeBHaX y MEUYKU U peBell: « He jomymty, YToObl Kakasi-HUOYIb TPOCTUTYTKA. ..» Bce 310
oTHOCcWJIOCh K Bepe. [leBuoHkM Kpyrom momvaiiv. Jlokropim Bapwiu cyi. Manenskas Jlapucka nos-
3ajla y Bcex B Horax. Bepa BcxJmimHysa, OTBEpHY/IACh U TOPbKO pacIllakalach.

— Kak BbI cMeeTe Tak roBopuTh! 3aMOTUUTE CHIO K€ MUHYTY! — 3aKpUava .

JleBUT yxacHO yAMBUIICS, TOTOMY YTO MEHBILE BCETO /a1 OTIIOpa C MOEH CTOPOHBI.

— Jla Beqb OHA... — HA4aJl OH OOBSCHSITS.

— ¢1 He xenao CyIIaTh HUKAKUX OOBSICHEHWI, — CKa3aJl s, — 9TO HEJIOCTOMHO — TOBOPUTH TaKKe
BeIlIN.

Sl pemmTeNbHO eyl y MeYKH, MoKa3biBasg STUM, YTO TOTOB K JajbHeleln 6oproe. Bee mpu-
THXJIO B BarOHE B OXKUJAHUU HECIIBIXaHHOW CCOPHIL. $1 dyBCTBOBAJI, UTO criocobeH youts JleButa. Bepa
TUXOHBKO BCXJIMITBIBAJIA, TIOBEPHYBIIUCH KO BCEM CITUHOM.

JleBut 3aBopYas U TOJIe3 Ha Haphl. Bepa morakaia u codpanachk yxouuTb. 1 BcTal, Bee erne
B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN, ¥ OYEHb CEPhE3HO, MOUTUTENILHO MO €i MaIbTO.

— Uro BHI genaete ¢ Bepoit? OHa oOmepna. $1 gymaio, HUKTO B MUpe HUKOT/IA He TIofIaBal e
nayibTo, — cKazana MHe Huna AsnekceeBHa. — BooOme Bepa 10BONIBHO MpOTHUBHAS IEBUOHKA, HO $
BCE-TaKM paja, 4To BbI 32 Hee 3aCTyNInCh. Hemb3s ke Tak oOnkarh, Kak 3ToT JleBur.

Bepa BepHyachk TONbKO K Beuepy. Bee yxke Ob110 3a0biT0. OHA MpHIUIa Becenast, ’K1Basi, opo-
30BeBIIas OT XOJIOA.

— 51 cchororpacpupoBaniace, — cooOmmmIa OHa.

JleByIiKy coOMpaich B 3TO BpeMsl Ha KaKylo-TO TAHITYJIbKY TYT e Ha cTaHIuH. Bepa cuio xe
MUHYTY 3aTOPOIUJIACh UITH BMECTE C HUMHU.

— Jla THI XOTb TOEIIIb, BE/Ib TOIOHAS, BECh IeHb XOAMJIa HEBEIOMO I/ie, — TOBOPHIIH €Hl.

— Hexorna, Hekoraa, — Topormiack Bepa 1 HeuassHHO BHITIJIECHYJIA CBOM 00€]] MOJ1 TIEUKY.

Mpi ¢ HuHo#l AJiekceeBHOM 3aCMesLTUCD.

— Bepouka, BbI IPOCTO MpEJIECThb, — CKa3al f.
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VIII

C Beuepa 51 He CTaJI JOKUAATHCS MPUIIAJKA U BBIIIEN K TIeUKe, KaK TOJIBKO YTHXJIO B BaroHe.
Bepa nosiBusiace u cena psgoM co MHOIL.

Eil 6bU10 HEMHOKKO HEJIOBKO 3a JaBelHIo clieHy c¢ JleutoMm. OHa cuiena cepbesHas, C
HaXMypeHHbIMU OpOBSIMU U CMOTpeJia B OroHb. Ho s BUIes, 4To el HU4yTh HE TPYCTHO, a MPOCTO
MHTEPECHO MOCMOTPETH, UTO Oy/IeT AaJIbllie.

— Bol TONBKO HE Mymaiite 000 MHE TUIOX0, — cKa3asia Bepa.

— Bce 310 B3110p, Bepouka, 1 Heuero BCIOMUHATH, — CKa3aJl 1 M1 TUXOHBKO B3UT €€ 32 PYKY. —
[Tovemy BBl BEYHO Kyza-To mpomnaaaere? B BaroHe Tak mycTo, KOrjaa Bac HeT.

«OX, He HaJI0 3TOr0 FTOBOPUTh», — MIOAYMAJT S U OTHSIT PYKY.

Bepa no-npexnemMy cujena HaXMypeHHasl.

— Iouemy e Bbl HUKOT/Ia CO MHOU He pa3roBapuBaeTe? — cipocuiia Bepa.

— ITo-moemy, Tereps yK Mbl TIOAPYKUIUCH, — OTBETHII 51

— Yro y Bac 3a kHura? — cripocuia Bepa.

S npotanyn e «Beprepar.

— Yro-TO He no-pyccku, — ckazana Bepa, — Bbl, HABEpHOE, TAKON YUYEHBIN, YMHBII, BCE BpeMs
yuTaere. S Xody Bac MONPOCUTh: IOMOTMTE MHE HAIUCATh TTHCHMO.

— Komy?

— Moemy Myxy.

— PasBe BbI 3amyxem, Bepouka? — cripocui 1.

— Ha, yxe Bropoi pa3. Mo My Ha (ppoHTe, — ckazasa Bepa, — Mbl HOKEHIIHCH, KOT/a s Oblia
B 3aracHoy Opurage. Mue tam Obuto xoporo. S Toxe xotena noity ¢ HuMu Ha ¢poHt. Ho, koraa
UM TIPUIIUIOCH U/ITH, MEHS TIEPeBEJIM B STOT FOCTIUTAID.

— BbI ObUTH OropYeHsl, HaBEPHOE.

— Her, s cama npocunia. Y MeHs1 TaM Toxe BCsikoe ObLIo, — cKazana Bepa.

— Hy, paBaiite nucath MUchbMo, — CKa3a .

«Jloporoi1 Anenienbka, — nucana Bepa, — s1 eny B Barone. Kpyrom chera».

— Yto OB 1aJIBITIEe HAMMKCATH? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA.

— Tak o4eHb TPYyAHO, — CKa3aJl si, — YTO K€ Mbl HAIIMIIIEM YeJIOBEKY, IIPO KOTOPOTO sI HUYETO
He 3Hat0? PacckaxuTte MHE PO HEro cCHavaJsa.

— OH e1ue mutajiiie MeHs, — ckazajiia Bepa, — emy aeBarHaauars jieT. OH O4eHb XOPOILLO TaHLYeT,
noet. Ero Bce Tak mo0unn B atou Opurane. M neBymikam oH HpaBuiics. CripocuTe y HallluX JEeBYIIEK.
Onu ero 3Ha10T. OHU BCE B HETO BIIOOJICHBI.

— W BBl TOXE, KOHEYHO? — CIPOCHII 5 C JOCAJION.

— 51 Bam MOKaxy ero Kaprouky, — ckazaia Bepa v BbIHYy/1a OOpBIBKM MEJIKO M30pBaHHOM (hOTO-
rpacuu. — JlaiiTe KHUKKY, 51 HA HEU CIIOKY.

Sl mpUroTOBMIICS YBUJIETh KaKylO-HUOYIb (POKCTPOTHYIO (PU3MOHOMHIO KAaKOTO-HUOYIbh (hu3-
KyJIbTYpHHKA. §l YBUJIENT Y€pPHOBOJIOCOTO IOHOITY C OY€Hb KPACUBBIM, KAKMM-TO Te4aIbHbIM U 00pe-
yeHHbIM JuloM. «Kaganep ne I'pue», — nomymarn 1.

— Ilouemy 3Ta KapTOouKa pa3opBaHa’? — CIIPOCHII 51 C HEKOTOPBIM YUBJIICHUEM.

— DT0 g U30pBaAJIa MPU HEM Ha TMPOIAHbE U CKa3aja, YTo ero He mooimo, — otBeTuia Bepa, — s
ero oomxkana. 51 Bce Morya mpu HeMm JesaTh, Bce, uTo xotena. OH Bce MHE MpOoITal.

— W Bam ero He ObUIO KaJKO?

— Her. On MHe HuYero He Mor 3anpeTuThb. S1 HHOrIa XoTesna, 9ToObl OH MEHsI He MYCTHJI, ylep-
’KaJl HACWJIbHO, a OH 3TOro He ymes. OH TOJIBKO MPOCKI, a 51 BCE €My HaszJo jAejaia. A pa3 BbIILIO
TaK, YTO OH XOTEeJ B MEHSI CTPEJIATD.

— Ho He BoICTpenui Bce-Taku?
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— Her, ne BoicTpemt. Korga mbt Berpeyasin HoBbIi 10/, OH TaM ObLI, U €Ilie ero JpyT, TaKou
Koka; Mbl ¢ aTum Kokoii cuzienu B TeMHOM KOMHate. AJIIOHbKA HAC Hallesl; OH ObUI ¢ KOMaHAMPOM
Oopuraapl. OH cxBaTii Harad v HaBesl. Komanmup kpuuut emy: 6ei ux ooonx! A Koka Bcran, u
MOJTYUT, U YJIBIOAETCS, U Y HerO SIMOYKH Ha IeKax. AJIIOHbKa OPOCHJT peBOJIbBEP U yOeKall.

Bepa Bcst mpocBeTiena mpy 3TOM BOCTIOMUHAHHH.

— OH Bce-Taky IOTOM NOMHPHJICS ¢ BaMu ?

— Ja. 1 naxe mnakan. OH MHE TIOTOM TaK pacCKasbiBal: «S BXOKY, a Bbl 00a TaKue B3BOJIHO-
BaHHble, 1 Koka, HErOOHUK, TAKOH CUACTIMBBI».

— A Po3as BbI moOUTE? — CIIPOCHIT 5.

Bepa cHOBa noremHena.

— 4l ero HUUYTH He MOOMIO, — CKa3aJia OHa.

Po3zaii ciryxu B Halllell yacTy M exaJl BMecTe C HaMH, B coce/iHeM BaroHe. Bce 3Haim, 4To oH
ObL1 T0O00BHUKOM Bepbl u pa3oriiesncs ¢ Hell yxe B myTd. Ho B mocneHye qHA OH CHOBA CTaJl MOsIB-
JISITBCSL B HaIlleW TETUTyIIKe U MOIsIIBaTh Ha Bepy, XOThb BOBCE C Hell He pa3roBapvBall U AEMOH-
CTPAaTMBHO yXa)XMBaJI 32 APYTUMHM JeByIIKaMu. MHe Ka3ajock, 4To Bepa He coBceM Oe3pa3innyHa K
ero nocemieHusiM. [1pu HemM oHa caaniach B YToJIOK M He TojiaBajia rojoca.

— $1 HU4IYTOUKM ero He MOOM0, — MOBTOpHIIa Bepa 1 BCTpsIXHYJa FOJIOBOM.

$1 He Mor OTOpBaThCS OT U3MEHUMBOTrO BeprHOTO JuIla, Tenephb yXe CHOBa MeYabHOTO.

— MBI, JOJKHO OBITh, YK€ HE AOMUIIIEM MUChMa, — cKasaia Bepa.

— Bbl MoXkeTe craTh akTpucoi, Bepouka, — ckazai s, — IJIaBHOE, YTO HYKHO JUIsl UCKYCCTBA, Y
BaC €CTh: Bbl HE MO PaKaTeJIbHUIIA.

— Kak 310? — cnipocuia Bepa.

— Bce xuByT oxosxe Apyr Ha Apyra, OApaKaloT OMH APYTOMY MJIM BCE BMECTe KOMY-TO elIle,
caMu TOro He 3Hasi. HUKTO He ymeeT KuTb 1o-cBoeMy. [103ToMy Bce Ha OJHO JIMIIO. A BbI KUBETE,
KaK BaM CaMOH X0YeTcs, KaK BaM 3TO CBOWCTBEHHO, — CKa3aJl f.

— Hla, — ckazayia Bepa ¢ HEKOTOPbIM HEIOYMEHHUEM.

— A Tenepb s CKaXy BaM ellle OfIHY Belllb, U TOCJIe Hee BbI ceifuac ke yiere criath, — cKa3asl
s 1 B3su1 Bepuny ronoBy obenmu pykamu. — Bepa, s1 6e3 mamsaTu BioOJeH B Bac, — CKas3all s ed Ha
yXO ¥ TOTYAC € BCTAJI ¥ OTOIIEN Ha APYTYI0 CTOPOHY TETLTYIIKH.

Bepa He nogHMMaacs.

— Nnure, Bepouka, — ckazau .

— JlaiiTe MHe Ballly KHUT'Y U OTBEPHUTECH, — OTBETUIa Bepa.

A nporsinyn et «Beprepa». YUepe3 MUHYTY OHa BepHY/Ia MHE KHUTY M YIILJIa HA CBOU HapHl.

— ITocmoTpuTe Ha MOCTEIHeH CTpaHUIIEe, — CKa3aja OHA.

Tam nexxana HoBast Beprna ¢otorpacdus ¢ Hagmuceio Ha odopote: «Cynpba permut. Bepax.

1 cHOBa cen y OrHs1, BCTPEBOKEHHBIN TEM, YTO CIIyYMIJIOCh. B CyIITHOCTH, HUYEro He CITy4ryIoCh.
Sl momymas o ToM, Kak IycTo Moe CYIIECTBOBaHHE, ¥ O TOM, YTO cama 1o ceOe KU3Hb — HUITO, POBHASI
npsiMasi JIMHUS1, yOeraiolnas B MpOCTPAHCTBO, KOJIesl Ha CHEKHOM TI0JIe, hcue3aolee Hh4To. «Heuto»
HAYMHAETCS TaM, IJie JIMHUS MepecekaeTcsl APYTMMHU JIMHUSMU, T )KU3Hb BXOAUT B UYKYIO )KU3Hb.
Bcsikoe cymiecTBoBaHME HUYTOXHO, €CJIM OHO HM B KOM M HU B YeM He OTpakaercs. YesloBeKk He
CYILIECTBYET, TIOKa HE TIOCMOTPUTCS B 3€PKaJIO.
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IX

Har s1mresioH cTosiy1 Ha 3amacHeIX MyTSIX CPey APYTUX SIIeOHOB; OHU ObLIM CIIpaBa U CJeBa.
BeckoHeuHble KpacHble KOPUAOPH! IUIM MapajuiesbHO; Koe-r[e OOphIBAIMCH, 00pasysl Nepexofpl.
WHorpa onHa creHa HAYMHAIA MEJIEHHO ABUraThCs; 32 HEM OTKPBIBAJIOCh YaxJIoe M0JI€ CO CTAHIMOH-
HBbIMU JOMUKaMU. IToTom npuxoauJjia apyras CT€Ha, B TOUHOCTU CXOXKas C HpG)KHGfI, M CHOBA 3aKPhbI-
BaJIa Meu3ax.

Mesx1y BaroHaMmu ObUTIO MECTO MTPOTyYJIOK. MOKHO OBUTO TaM 3a0ynuThCst. MOKXHO OBbLTIO YUTH
Kak Oy/TO IaJIeKO OT CBOEH TEIUTYIIKM U HEYassHHO OKa3aThCsl PSAOM C Hell.

Sl crosin y camoro OIMKHEro mepexoja M BUjeN, Kak AcllamMassiH OTKPbIBAJ HAIy TSIKENTYIO
BaroHHyIO J1Bepb. Bepa BhINpHIrHYIa ¥ MpoIuia MUMO MeHs. § ee okJIMKHYJ. OHa yIbIOHYIACh.

— 4] nonwna Bac uckath, — ckazajna Bepa u npotsiHyna MHE pyKy.

— Bepa, 1 nonoH Bamu, — cKazai s, — Bbl U3 MEHS BBITECHWIM Bee. 51 pasydnsics Aymarh O YeM-
b0, KpoMe Bac.

Bepa He oTBevasia 1 OTBEpPHYJIACh B CTOPOHY.

— Bepa, korzma s cMOTpIO Ha Bac, MHE KaXeTcs, YTO s Jake BaC HE BUXKY. Sl CMOTpIO Kak-TO
HACKBO3b, KaK OyATO BCE CTAJIO MPO3PAYHBIM, U BIIKY BaC Be3[Ie, — CKa3aJl 5 33/IbIXasiCh.

— Yro xe 310 Oyner? — ckazana Bepa.

S Moyas, moToMy 4TO BeCh ObLIT OIYCTOIIEH.

— 3aueM BBl MHe 3T0 cka3aimu? Ternepsb y MeHs OyaeT 0oJeTh cepille, — ckasana Bepa. — 51 Bam
XOTeJia CKasaThb, YTO s BaC y’ke HEMHOXKKO JII0OJI0, HO 3TO COBCEM HE TO, — CKasaia Bepa u ObicTpo
yIIIA OT MEHS.

Sl cTosia Ha cHery, 3a/IbIXasiCh, KaK phloa.

— BbI kak OyATO M3MEHUIIHCH B JIMIIE, — CKa3ana MHe HuHa AsnekceeBHa, Koraa s BEpHYJICS B
BaroH 1 B30OMpPAJICS] HA HAPBI.

— Onsthb yayiibe, — cKaszail s.

— JomkHO OBITh, HA BaC OYEHb CHJIBHO JIGWCTBYIOT CTpajlaHus Mosogoro Beprepa, — ckazana
Huna AnekceeBHa.

— CeroHs ieHb CIOPIIPU30B, — CKa3ajla OHa. — Bl IpuXxoauTe OTKyJa-TO C UCKaKEHHBIM JIMLIOM,
a Bepa momuta ObUIO T'yJISITh, KaK BCEIZa, HO, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI UCUE3HYTh Ha LEJbI JeHb, OUYeHb
CKOPO BEPHYJIACh U JISKHUT y ceOs1 M HU C KEM He pa3roBapuBaeT. Bl ¢ Hell He BCTPETHIIUCH Ha TPO-
ryiake?

S xoren MOIIYTUTb, HO Y MEHA HC BBIILIO, 4 KPUBO yJI]:I6HyJICH " JICT HAa HapbI.

— BbI, 10/KHO OBITH, YBUIIETN YTO-HUOYAb CTPAITHOE Ha iopore, — cka3aia Huna AnexceeBHa.

Bepa Bech ieHb oUTH He NosBIsIachk. K Beuepy AeBYIIKY CTau coOMpaThest B KUHEMaTorpad.

— Npnem, Bepa, — ckazanu oHH.

— 4 cerogns He mouay, — ckazana Bepa.

— Kak! — XopoM KpHKHY/IM BCE B BaroHe.

— $1 cebs TuI0XO YyBCTBYIO, — CKa3ana Bepa.

— Yro xe Takoe?

— YV MeHs 60uT cepte.

— [Ipsimo Kak y Bac, yaylbe CO CTpaxoM cMepTH, — ckazaiia Huna AnekceeBHa, oOparasich KO
MHe. — A g 6]:»1 BOT C yIOBOJILCTBUEM IIOILJIa B KUHO, YEM CUIETh B 9TOM OTBPATUTCIILHOM BaroHe.

— Henpemenno novigure, Huna AnekceeBHa, — cka3asa Bepa.

— Jla Bellb, HABEPHO, JAJIEKO U TEMHO WU/ITH.

— HuuyTh He naneko, TyT e psaoM, U IIOTOM Bbl MHE PacCKaKeTe KapTUHY, Belb JIydllle Bac
HUKTO HE YMEET paccKasblBaTh, — pocuiia Bepa.
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— Hy, pa3 BB Tak npocute, npujercs moutu. Bel Beip Toxe moiiaere? — oOpaTUiIach KO MHE
Huna AnekceeBHa.

— Bl 3Haete, 51 He OXOTHHK 10 KMHeMarorpada, — cKazad si.

AcnamassiH raJJaHTHO COTJIACHJICS] COTTPOBOXJATh JOKTOPIIL

Komnanus otnipaBuiack. B Terutyike octanuch Toiabpko Mbl ¢ Bepoid, 1a emie B TeMHOTe criaia
KanuraHina co cBoeit Jlapuckon.

— INopoitnute kKo MHe, — ckazasa Bepa.

OHa siexana y camoro Kpasi Hap. §l cell psiiom ¢ Hel.

— Heyxenu BBl BipaBy MeHs1 moduTe? — ckazana Bepa.

51 0OHs1 ee; OHA TOOHSIACK U TPHKAJIach KO MHE. $1 ee moriesioBat, 1 OHa MHE OTBETHIIA HEOXKHU-
JAaHHO CUJIBHO U HEXHO.

— A BBl MeH#1 y)Xe HEeMHOXKO Jiiooute, Bepouka? — cipocui 1.

— 41 eme He 3Hat0. Ho s uyBCTBYI0, UTO Oydy Bac MOOUTH, — CKa3asia MHe Bepa.
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X

Jlesxa Ha Hapax, Hajiyman cede JToO0Bb K 3TON coBeTckoi MaHoH Jlecko.

MHe crpariHo ObIIO CKa3aTh ce0e, UTO 3TO He Tak, YTO sl HUYero He HalyMaJl, a B cCaMOM Jiejie
Bce 3a0bLT U TIOTepsiT ceOsl U )KUBY TOJILKO TeM, UTO JiioOio Bepy.

Sl yknagpiBasicst Ha Hapax Tak, 4YToObl BUIETh Cpasy Bech BaroH. I ne bl HU nosiBuiiach Bepa, s
MOT ee BUJIeTh. S moBopaumBasics, Kak COMHaMOYJa, B Ty CTOPOHY, re Obuia oHa. S ObLT He B crilax
Ha Hee He CMOTPETh.

Bepa nosiisiiack u3-1oj Hap ¢ 0COOEHHOM MPUUYECKOM, KOTOPYIO CTaJia JIejlaTh TOJBKO TeTephb:
BOJIOCHI 6LIJII/I BBICOKO B36I/ITI>I CIIpaBa 1 CJIEBa; JIMIO OT 3TOI0 CTAHOBUJIOCH TOHBLIC U CTPOKE. HpI/I-
YyecKa MpujaBaja el HEMOHSTHOE CXOJACTBO C (DAHTACTUUECKMMHU JIaMaMU BOCEMHA/IIATOrO BeKa.
['yObI ¢ yTpa ObLTH SIPKO HApHCOBaHBI. Bepa qBuraiach 1o BaroHy, a s Jiexxas Ha HapaxX U MOBOpavH-
BaJICS BCJIE] 3a HEW.

— 4l kak Ha cueHe, — ropopuia MHe Bepa.

Tenepb oHa ouTH He yoerana. B kunemarorpade v Ha TaHITYJIbKaX JEBYIIKY ObIBAJIM O€3 Hee.

S BBIXOOWM M3 BaroHa OJVH U KAaj ee y Omkaiiiero nepexonaa. Mbl yxoquiu OpoauTh 1O
Ja0MpUHTaM cpefn S1ieToHoB. OHM TSHYIHMCHh TIOBCIOY U MeJIbKAIM Y MeHs B Ila3ax. Bepa Bcerma
6e3ommmOoYHO HaxoauiIa gopory. OHa MeHs Bena. Koria Mbl ocTaBaMch OfIHH, sl HE MOT OTOPBATh OT
Hee ry0. OHa MOTUXOHBKY MTOBOpavYMBajIa KO MHe JIUIO. $1 J/1aj, Korja BCs OHA KO MHE TIOBEPHETCS
1 OBICTPO, CTPEMUTENTLHO MEHSI TOLIeITyeT.

Mpl BO3BpaIiajuch MOpo3Hb. Y MOCIEAHEro nepexoa s ¢ Heil nmpoinasics. Bepa 1uia B BaroH,
a s MPUXOAWJI Ty/a TIO3IHEee, O/IUH, ¥ B30MPAJICS Ha Haphl, YTOObI CHOBA HA Hee CMOTPETb.

— Bce cmemanock B jome OOIOHCKUX, — cKa3ana MHe HuHa AsnekceeBHa, KOraa s B3rpOMO3-
AWJICA Ha Hapbl, ITOJIOXKUJI T'OJIOBY IOBBINIC U CABUHYJI IlOpO)KHbeI MEIIOK, MEIIIABIINI MHE BUIETH
Bepy.

— Yto BBI XOTUTE 3TUM CKa3aTh? — O(PUIIMATBHO CITPOCHIT S1.

— To camoe, uto Bl camu 3Haete. Korga Mbl XOnuiam B KMHO, ['asionoBa ocraBajiaCh B BaroHe
Y BUJIENA, KaK BbI 11eJI0OBAM Bepy.

— Heyxenu Bbl eii moBepmin? — cKa3ai sl C HEroJJOBaHUEM.

— 4 et ckazana, yto He Bepo. Ho eciiu Obl BB TOJBKO 3HAM, KaKUe MEP30CTU PACCKa3bIBAIOT
0 Bac B BaroHe! ['ajiorioBa roBOpUT, YTO Bbl CTOJKHY/IM MajeHbKylo Jlapucky u Ta kpuuana: «He
Tporaiite Bepouky», — a Bbl HUYEro He CJIyIIaId U BCIOAY JIE3JU CO CBOUMU TOLIETYSIMHU.

— U BBl Bcemy 3TOMY BepuTe!

— A JleBut CKa3aJl, YTO BLI 3aBCJIM pa3BpaT B HAILIEM BAI'OHE W YTO 110 HOYaM y IIEYKH BbI YEPT
3HaeT uTo jenaere ¢ Bepoii. M naxe AcnamassiH — Bbl BeJlb 3HaeTe, Kak OH K BaM PaclojIOKeH, — U
TOT TOBOPHT, YTO HE OKUJAT OT BaC TOTO.

— 41 Haneloch Bce-Taku, — CKasall 5, — YTO Bl He OyleTe BepUTh BCEM 3THUM MOMLIOCTAM.
BCErJIa CYUTAI, YTO B MOJOOHBIX CITy4Yasix OTKPOBEHHOCTh COBCeM He y MecTa. Ho ecitu yxk Mbl KuBeM
HACTOJIBKO BIPUTUPKY JPYT K JIPYTY, UTO CKPBITh HUYETO HEJIb351, TO sl PEAIIOUUTAI0, YTOOBI BBl 3HAJIH
000 BceM He OT [alonoBoii, a OT MeHsI CaMoro.

— 4 Toxe Tak mpeanoymrair, — ckaszaia Huna AnekceeBHa.

— Heyxenu BBl 1ymaerte, 4to s BMoOaeH? Pa3Be s MOX0Xk Ha BIIOOJIEHHOTO? — CIPOCHI S U
MOBEPHYJICS, MOTOMY 4YTO Bepa nepernuia Ha Jpyryio CTOpOHY BaroHa.

— [To-moemy, oueHb oX0xH, — ckazana HuHa AJiekceeBHa.

— A Mexay TeM 3To BoBce He Tak. Ho B Bellb camu BuuTe, 4yTo Bepa kakas-1o ocoOeHHas.
Ona HUUYTb He [T0X0’Ka Ha JPYTUX APYKMHHMIL. Te — MemaHouku. OHM HUYero He MOT'yT IPUIyMarTh.
Bce y HUX cTpaiiHo 00BIIEHHO — BCE MX POMaHbI, CCOPBI, HAJICK/IbI, BCE, YEM OHU KUBYT.

— A Bepa — HeoObruaiiHas?
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— Bort BbI cMeeTech Hag 3TUM. A y Hee B CaMOil BHEIITHOCTH €CTh UTO-TO ocoOeHHoe. B Helt
KaKue-TO 4epThl BoceMHaaaToro Beka. OHa noxoxa cpasy Ha Mapuio-AHTyaHeTTy U Ha MaHoH
Jlecko, — ckazait s ¥ CHOBa MOBEPHYJICS Beliea 3a Bepoid.

— BblI ¢ Heli 00 3TOM ¥ rOBOpUTE Ha BallIMX MporyJikax? — crpocwia HuHa AnekceeBHa.

— Her, orvero xe? Y Hee ecTh (paHTa3uM, *KeJaHUE CJaBbl; OHA MEYTAET CTaTh AKTPUCOM.
Boo011ie Kakoi-T0 JeBUYECKU pOMaHTU3M. BOT MBI 00 9TOM U pa3roBapuBaeM, — CKa3a sl.

— BbI 1ymaete, 4TO Bac HUKTO HE BUJUT, a BaC BCE, PEIIMTEbHO BCE BCTPEUAlOT, — CKazalia
Huna AnekceeBHa.

— He mosxeT ObITh, YTOO YK PEIIUTENILHO BCE, — CKA3aJl 51 C YIIBIOKOH.

— A Bepa HapouHo adummpyercsi ¢ BamH, — ckasasia Huna AnekceeBHa, — uytoObl Po3aii ripu-
PEBHOBAJI €e.

— Ho 6oxe Mo, 4Tto x TyT Takoro! f ke roBopio BaM: OHa MEHsI MHTEPECYeT COBEPIICHHO
JIMTEPATypHO, — CKa3al .

— Kakas yx Tyt siureparypa! — ckazana Huna AsnekceeBHa.

— Bepa 13 nopo/p! Mj1aMeHHbIX JIIOAEH, KUBYIIMX BHE (DOPMBI, — OTBETHII £1.

— Yro erie 3a riaMeHHbIE JIIOAU ?

— [To-moemy, 3TO MOHATHO, €CJIM TOBOPUTH O TE€HUSIX, — cKaszal s. — Bor I'ére, Mouapr, ITymi-
KVH — JIioii Oe3yrpeyvHbie, COBepIlieHHbIe. B HUX Bce ompenensercs (popmoi. Yaen 6e3yrpeuyHoCcTu
— 3aBEepiaTbh 1 NNOABOJAUTDL UTOT'U. He HaJd0 AyMaTb, KOHCYHO, YTO OHHU HE MOT'YyT 6I)ITb 6ypH]:»IMI/I; HO
y HUX cama Oypsi Kak-To cpacraercs ¢ ¢hopmoit u Tpaguieit. A Bot llekcnp u Mukenanxesno —
TUIAMEHHbIE, CO CPhIBAMHU U MaICHUSIMH, HO OHM KaK-TO pa3pbiBaioT (hOpMy U IPOPHIBAIOTCS B OyIy-
miee. t0 HECOBCPIICHHLIC TCHUH, KOTOPLIC BBIIIC COBEPHICHHBIX: OHH CO3Jal0T COBEPHICHCTBO MHOI'O
poaa. Ounun HaWBHBI, @ TC YMHLI. bl CyuTalo, 4TO M BCEX HEC IrCHHUCB MOXKHO ACJIMTH HAa IBC KaTCTrOPUU:
0e3yIpevyHbIX U MJIaMEeHHbIX, B (hopMe 1 BHE (POPMBI, TO €CTh C TEHAEHIIMEH B Ty WM IPYTrylo CTO-
pony. Bor u ManoHn Jlecko Bce BpeMsi pa3pbiBaeT (hopmy.

— U Bepa toxe?

— U1 Bepa BHe popmbl. OHa 1MoXoxka Ha TuiaMsi OT CBEUKH: MEUETCsI BO BCE CTOPOHBI, U, HABep-
HOE, JIOCTATOYHO MPOCTOTO JBIXaHUS, YTOOHI €€ ITOTaCUTh.

— Teneps yxe sICHO, YTO BHI BIIIOOJICHB B Hee. Bbl Bech Mup Tenieph BUIUTE Yepe3 Bepy, naxe
I'éte u Mouapra, — ckazana Huna AsiekceeBHa.

— Bu1 ommmbaerecs, — OTBETUI 4.

— MHe Bac oueHb KaJIKo, — ckazajla Huna AnekceeBHa, — s yBepeHa, 4to Bepa Haj Bamu cMe-
ercsl.

— OyeHb MOXeT OBITh, — OTBETHUI 1.
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XI

ConHile cBETWIO TaK HACTOMYMBO, YTO CHET Ha KpbIllie BarOHa pacTasil ¥ MO YIJIaM MOBUCIIU
JJIMHHBIE COCYJIbKU. YIIIeJ SUIEJIOH, 3aKPhIBABIIMI OT HAC nei3ax. OTKpbUIOCH M0JIe C HEKPACUBBIMU
CTQHLIMOHHBIMU JIOMUKaMU. CHer cBepKaJl TaM N0-3UMHEMY, @ BOKPYT 3LIeJIOHa HaTasu JIyku. Bee
LTYMHO BBUIE3JIM IPEThCS HA COJTHIIE Y IIMPOKO PaCKPbLIM BarOHHYIO 1BEPb.

B temutynike crano pe3ko, HENPUBBIYHO CBETNIO. Bce MeHs pa3apakalo U Ka3ajaoch MHE Ipy-
obiM. [y MOKpbIii Betep. Jlionu Toxke Bce morpyoenu. JIeBUT pacTosikas BceX M ¢ HacaaXJeHUeM
TOJICTABUJI CBOIO IpsA0ITyI0 (PM3MOHOMMIO TIOJ] COMHEYHBIN Jy4. $1 Jiekasl Ha Hapax W MPUTBOPSLICS,
yto crumio. Hast camoii rosioBoii y MeHsl, 10 KpBbIIe BarOHA, MPOTONOTAN OBICTPhIE MEJIKUE IIary.

— D10 Pozaii ¢ yma cxogut, — cka3ajy AEBYIIKH, — BbUIE3 Ha KPBIITY 1 Oeraer, Kak Ko3eJ.

— Bot 3710 HacTosiuii My)unHa, — cKkazaja ["ajornosa.

Uepes munyTy Po3ail, MasieHbKUI, PacKOCHI, KPENKUH, BECh KPACHBI OT Oera, BOPBAJICS B
Hall BaroH. B pykax oH Jepskai OONbIIyIo JIEASHYIO COCYIbKY M ¢ pasMaxy Opocui ee B Bepy. 1
MIPUBCTAJI HA Hapax, YToOBI BCE 3TO JIydllle BUIETh. Bepa cTpaiiHo mokpacHena, CTpsXHyJIa COCYIIbKY
Ha I10J1 U OTJISIHYJIaCh Ha MEHS.

— Kt0 co MHo#1 Ha kpbinty? — KpukHY1 Pozait u cxBatui Bepy 3a pyky.

Bepa BeIpBasiach, OH CHOBa CXBaTUJI €€.

— Ilycrure, — ckazasa Bepa, Ho Po3zaii gepxan ee nenko.

41 ¢ KamMeHHBIM JTUIIOM TTocMOTpe Ha Bepy. OHa Moriia pacrijiakaTbCsl Wd, MOXKET ObITh, MOTJIA
TYT %€ BOUTH BO BKYC UTPhl. Bce 310 51 BUen B ee nuile. Bepa meTHynack B cropony, Po3aii ee nepHy.
O6a ynamu. OH TspKeso apimai. MHe MOKa3anock, YTO OH €€ CTall IUIAaTh.

— He Hago, — ckazana Bepa ciaGpsim roiocom.

—Moxert ObITh, BBl IIEpEHeCeTe Ballly Urpy KyIa-HUOYIb B JPYroe MecTo? — HeAOBOJIBHO CKa3aa
Huna AnekceeBHa.

Po3zaii He oOpatni Ha Hee BHMMaHUs. OH cHOBa Hackoura Ha Bepy. Kpyrom xoxoranmu. Hako-
Hel| Po3zaii cen, u Bepa cena psaom ¢ HuMm. § cnyctusicst ¢ Hap, BbIIIET BOH U3 BaroHa W Kyaa-To
To1esT 10 BeCEHHUM JIy’kaM. Bepa caemnana Beioop. MHe ObuUIO Bce paBHO, Kyna uartu. [1o gopore s
CTOJIKHYJICA C AcCIaMa3siHOM.

— INoiinemTe co MHOI1, — cka3an AciamassiH, — IIPEJCTaBbTe, B 3TUX JOMHUKAX MOKHO AOCTaTh
BOJIKY.

— C Besuyaiium BOCTOPrOM, — CKa3all f.

Koraa mbr BepHysmch, HU Po3ast, Hu Bepsl He ObUIO B Terutymike. MHe Ka3ajioch, YTO sl BUIE
UX BO3JIe JOMHMKOB ¢ BoIKOi. Ho 51 He cTanm cMOTpeThb, U, MOKET ObITh, 51 OIIHOAIICS.

— Henypnsle cuiensl ycrpauBaet Baiia MaHoH Jlecko, — ckazaia Huna AsekceeBHa.

— Jla Benb 9TO BIIOJIHE B MECTHBIX HpaBax, — HEOPEKHO cKasal .

Bepa He npuxoauia. f yyBcTBOBaN Ha cede B3I Bcero Barona. HuHa AnekceeBHa CMOT-
pesia Ha MEeHsI ¢ HACMEIITUBBIM cocTpaianueM. OcTaBaThest ObLJIO HEBBHIHOCUMO.

— Hy, noiiny n3yyars BoceMHaLIaThIil BEK, — cKa3al 1, B3sul «Beprepa» u ymes.

Sl Gpoau o JTAOMPHUHTY Cpey SMIETOHOB, TaM COBCEM HETPYIHO ObUTO HaiiTh mopory. Eciu
Obl Bepa MHe BCTpeTuiiach, s mpoiies Ol MUMO, YIes Obl B CTOpoHY. «KoHeuHo, s1 mpocTo cMeloHn
eit», — myman si. Ho Bepsl Hurne He Obu10.

Sl BepHyJICSl B BaroH, Kornua Bce yxke yJerce. Bepa He nmpuxoquia. AcnamassiH MEHsl T0KU-
nasncst. Mbl HyTHO ¥ OECKOHEYHO MEJICHHO MUK ¢ HUM BOAKY. [I0TOM s 1071r0 Jie’kas ¢ OTKPBITBIMU
I71a3aMH B TEMHOTE M urTai cede ctuxu OJeHUKOBA:

Opnnaxap! kpacasuua Bepa,
Opex bl OTKMHYBIIU ITPOYb,
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Basoewm co cBouM KaBajiepom
o cie3 xoxoTana BCIO HOUb.

JIefiCTBUTEJIBHO Becesio ObLIO,

JIefiCTBUTEIBHO OBLIO CMEIITHO.

A Oyps 3a opTOUKOIi BbLIA,
N noxauk crydancs B OKHO.
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XII

Bepa npuiuia ToJgbKO yTPOM M XOTella He3aMETHO CKPBIThCS MO Hapbl, HO ObUIO CIIMIIKOM
TIO3/IHO: BCE YK€ BCTAJIM, B Bar'OHE I11J1a )U3Hb.

Omna, HaBepHOe, XOTesla IPUITH TopaHblle, HO Oe3anabepHO MPOBO3WIACH M 3amo3fana. Sl
BUJIEJT B OKOIIIKO, KaK OHA OOSI37TMBO BBIXO/IMJIA U3 HU3KOTO CTAHIIMOHHOTO IOMUKA U KPYKHOW OPO-
roii mpoOupasiach B BaroH.

Bepy BcTperwin neasHbIM MomyaHueM. Ho IIMMIbKM MOIJIM HavaTbCsl B JIIOOYI0 MHUHYTY.
TuimmHa OblTa OMacHO|. JIeBUT 3aKallIsIcs Ha CBOMX Hapax.

— Jaiite MHe 3epkasblie, Bepouka, — ckazana Huna AsnekceeBHa u criacia 3tuMm Bepy.

Hanpsixenue pasonuiock. Bepa 3acyetuinachk, pa3pbuia cBO KOp3uHKY. [ToOuBaHue kame-
HBSIMU HE COCTOSUIOCh. Bce BHE3aHO YCIIOKOMIIMCh: B CAMOM JieJie, HUYEero He mpousouuio. Bepa ot
MeHS1 CTOPOHWJIach, HU pa3y He rmocMotpena. 1 Beiaepkall xapakTep: IPUBETIMBO MO3A0POBAJICS C
HEMl, CTajl Me/IJIEHHO YMBIBAThCS U IOUIYTUJI ¢ AclaMa3ssHOM HacyeT Halllero BYEpALIHEro KyTexka.

S BeImIeNn rynsaTe co cBouM «Beprepom», He 3a00TsAch O HampapieHuu. Jlydine ckasath, 5
HApOYHO TIOIIeN He TyAa, rae Mbl 0ObHO Xomuian ¢ Bepoil. Ho 51 He ycrien ere CKpbITbCsl cpeu
S1IEJIOHOB, U Bepa MeHs oruHana.

Omna nozionuia KO MHE U YJIBIOHY/Iach HEYBEPEHHO M BMecTe Aep3Ko. f ocraHoBwmics. Bepa
KJajna 1 MoiJaia; s He HauMHa OObSICHEHUSI.

— BbI 060 MHe gymaete rajoctu, — ckasana Bepa.

— Huckonbko, Bepouka, — ckazain s.

— A g nepeJ BaMM HUUYTh HE BUHOBATa, — CKa3ajia Bepa u TonHyna HOrou.

— Koneuno, HuayTh. Bel MHe HIUEro He oOelany; Bbl BIIpaBe MOCTYIATh, KAK CYMTAETE HYXK-
HBIM, — CKa3aJl .

— A s HMYero IUI0XOro He cAenana, — ckazaja Bepa u cHoBa TonHyIa.

— Bui cnenanmu BRIOOp, — CKazal s ¥ XOTeN yUTH.

— Her, — orBeTmna Bepa ¢ ynpsamcTBoM.

S momyait.

— IIpocto s Bam Tereph He MOTY OOBSICHUTh, €CTh MPUUYMHBL. A TIOTOM 51, MOKET ObITh, BaM
00BbsICHIO, — CcKa3asa Bepa.

S mousin, uro Bepa cuutaer MeHst uanotom. [TotoMy Tak yBepeHHO CTapaeTcsi MEeHsI OOMaHyTh.
[Touemy Obl MHE U HEe TIOBEPUTD eii? A s M3 caMOro TMOIILJIOro CaMOoJTIoOU st 3aX0TeJ MOKa3aTh, UTo 5 He
TaKoM yk uanot. Her, 51 He XxoTen eil OBepUTh, TOTOMY UTO ISl MEHSI 9TO OBbUIO CJIMIIIKOM CEPhE3HO.
S momymai, 4To B caMoM jielie ee JIIOJIo.

— 4l Benp Bac HU O YEM HE CIIpalIMBal0, — CKa3aJ f.

Bepa cmotpena BHUS.

— Bepouka, — ckasai s, — BCe OCTaeTcs NO-IPeKHEMY. S IPOIOIIKAI0 CUMTATh BAC yAUBUTENb-
HOH JieBymKou. $1 Oymy 4uygecHO K BaM OTHOCHThLCS. Mbl OyJeM ApyKHThb, eclid Bbl 3axotute. Ho
TOJIBKO MBI OOJIBIIIE He Oy/IeM TOBOPUTH O JIIOOBH, TIOTOMY YTO CONIEPHUYECTBA MEXIy MHOI 1 Pozaem
HE MOXET OBbITb.

— DT0 Baille nocneanee cyioBo? — crpocuia Bepa.

— Hy koHeuHo ke, Bepouka, — ckaszai g1 1 Iowesn npoys.

MBbI cHOBa, KakK cO CBUAAaHUS, TOPO3Hb BEPHYJIUCH B TEIUTYHIKY. Bepe TpyaHO ObLI0 epKaThCs:
B BaroHe YCTaHOBWJICSI TOH, TI0 KOTOPOMY BBIXOMJIO, YTO HHUYETro Ba)KHOTO HE CIYUMJIOCH; 51 OBLT
C Hell IPUBETIMB U XOJIOJEH, U OHA MOJUMHSIACh STOMY TOHY; HO BMECTE C TEM OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa
YTO-TO HEKOHYEHHOE B HaieM oObsicHeHnu. Korna s B3rsasiBan Ha Bepy, oHa aenana crpajaoinee
JIMIIO; HO, IOJKHO OBITh, OHA U BIIPAaBAY My4nyIack. 51 yien Ha Hapsl; Bepa Toxe cripsitayach Ha CBOIO
nocteltb. YT0-TO CHUBY YKOJIONO MHE HOT'Y, Kak OyITO COIOMMHKA UJTH IIMUJIbKA TPOCYHYJIACh MEK/TY
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nockamu. f mpuBcTat, 4ToOsl COPOCUTH COIOMUHKY, M B 3TO BpeMsi Bepa JIOBKO BCyHy/a MHE B PyKy
MUCHMO.

Henpb3s ObUTO uMTaTh €r0O TYT K€, HA IJ1a3aX y BCEro BaroHa. §l CXBaTWII MIMHENb W BBHIIIET,
MOXET OBITh, 51 CAENAJ 3TO CIUIIKOM OBICTPO. $1 CTOST Y UyKOH TEIUTYIIKH, IO/ TAPOBO30M, M UNTA:

«[Ipocture!!! IIpoctute mens. § miuoxas, raakas, HeT, XyKe — OTBpPAaTUTEJIbHAS ITycTasl JIeB-
YyoHKa. $I He ompaBIbIBalOCH TMeped BaMu. §I He MOTy CIIOKOWHO MHcaTh, MHE HE CBSI3aTh B IIEJI0€
MBICTH. A XO4ueTcsl Bce pacckasarh BaM o cede. Bee, Bce. Bbl Obl OHSIIM, B Y€M 51 IPOILITY MPOCTUTD
MeHs1. Bac u Bame cepatie. Beap s 3Ha0, 4To eMy OOJIBHO.

S mocTynuia crpamrHo HeripaBuiibHO. Ho moBepbTe, coBecTb Bee BpeMst Myuniia MeHs. Ceparie
6oneno. A ceituac uto ¢ HuM! Jla ¥ co MHOIA He JTydIrie.

MsHe Tak Xo4eTcs MOIeIoBaTh MOEro YMHOIO, XOpomiero apyra. M co cie3aMu MpocuTh 3TO
MIPOCTHTb.

Kak s ceftuac ceOs1 HeHaBUKY !

Brl MoXkeTe He 3MeHATh cBoero pereHus. Ho Moe cepaiie MpocuT Bac MM COBCEM 3a0bITh
MeHsl, WU MPOCTUTh. [IpocTUTh 3a TO, YTO BB MOMOOMIN MeHsl. Bce Moriio Obl ObITh MHAYE. $1 BUHO-
Bata. U erie 3a 1o, 4TO s cenana Bam Tak 00sbHO. Bellb ¥ B TOM, UTO y MHOTHX HET KO MHE YBaXXEHUS,
TOXE s caMa BUHOBATA.

[Noiimute menst u npoctute. Ho nydine He gymaiite 000 Mae. MoxeT ObIThb, BCE IPOUAET CaMo
coOoi. A s Oyay momuThes. Bamma B.».

4l Tak BOMJICS B 3TO IMUCHMO, UTO HE BUEN Bepbl, KOTOpast Bce BpeMsl CTOsIa PsiioM cO MHOM. S1
MOCTapAJICS ClieNlaTh PaBHOMYIIIHOE JIMIIO, HO Y MEHsI BhIIIUIA Kakasi-To rpuMaca. S B3risiHyn Ha Bepy.

— Ecm 6 BB 3HaJH, Kakoe y Bac ObLJIO JIMIIO, KOTJa BBl YMTANIH, — CKa3asia Bepa.

— 51 nymaio, camoe OOBIKHOBEHHOE, — CKa3aJl fl.

— Her, xoportiee, xoporiee. 51 Teneps 3Haio, YTO BBl HE TO, UEM XOTUTE Ka3aThes, — cKasauia Bepa.

— 51 HMUeM He X0uy Ka3aTbCsl, — CKa3al 51, — Bbl HATIMCAJIM MTPEJIECTHOE MUChMO. Takoe ke mpe-
JIECTHOE, KaK Bbl caMu. Ho sl HU4ero He MOry OTBETUTh BaM, KPOME TOTO, UTO CETOJHSI YK€ TOBOPUJL.

— Bul MeHs He miporaete, — ckasana Bepa.

— Bor moii, MHE He B yeM npomarh. Bel He BUHOBATHI IEpe10 MHOM, — CKa3aJl 51 ¥ TOIIeN B BaroH.

Bepa He Tporanack ¢ Mecta. { oToIIe HECKOJIBKO I1aroB M BEpHYJICS Ha3a]l.

— Bel TosbKO HE mymaiite, Bepouka, 4To 5 Bac Mpe3upaio Win 4To-HUOY/Ib MO00HOE, — CKa3all
s1, — BBl XOpoIlasi, oueHb xopomas. [lofinemMrte Terneps B TEIUTYIIKY.

C 3TOrO0 CBUIaHUSI MBI BEPHYJIUCh BMECTE.
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XIII

41 Bech Beuep He Buzen Bepy — oHa yiiu1a 1o Haphl U He MOKa3blBajiack. B BaroHe o Hew yxke
He roBopwid. Tam BO3HHKJIO HOBOE COOBITHE: BOCIIOb30BABIIUCH OTIYUKOW KanuTaHIIM, [anomnosa
BBICEKJIa MaJIeHbKYI0 JlapricKy, KoTopast CBepXy IuieBajia el B cyrl. Bee ¢ sxapoM o0cykJaii — JOJKHA
71 oHa ObLIa TO clieNaTh WK HEe UMesa Ha TO HUKAKOro MpaBa.

JleBut peBen u cam IJIeBaJICA IO 3TOMY TOBOY, HO, B 00IIEM, 0T0OPSLT IIOPKY M OYEHb XOTe
pacnpoCTpaHUTh ee Jasbliie, Ha camy [‘asonoBy 1 HEKOTOpBIX Apyrux. KanuTaHima peigana Ha CBOUX
Hapax TaK JIOJIr0 ¥ HeeCTeCTBEHHO, UTO Jlake cama BbiceueHHast Jlapricka oOpaTuiiach K Hel ¢ BOIpo-
coM: «YTO ThI BOEIIIb, PEBYIIIKA-KOPOBYIIIKa?» — 1 OblJTa Haka3aHa BTopiuuHo. Cama ["asiornosa, 3apa-
MUPOBaHHAs B IJIATOK, C OIMHAKOBBIM ITPE3PEHMEM BHICITYIIIMBAIA JTIOOBIE B3I bI HA TO JIEJI0, IaKe
T€, KOTOpbIe KJIOHWJIKCH B €€ TOJb3y. BIIHO OBbLIIO, UTO HAKOHEI! OHA MPUJIOKIIIA K KU3HU JIIOOUMYIO
CBOIO MBICIIb U IOKa3aJ1a, YTO OHA HE XyXkKe JIPYTHX.

[NoTom 3anenu necHH, XOTsI KalMTaHIIa MPOJ0Kaa CTPaIaIbueCcK CTOHATh U BpeMs OT Bpe-
MEHH BBICOBBIBAJIA TOJIOBY CO CBOMX Hap, rpo3st youts ['anonoBy. Terutyika qposxkasa. Beiio, 10KHO
OBITh, TIO3/IHO, KOT/Ia BCE YTOMOHMJIUCH U TIOCIIE TIEPEKUTHIX BOTHEHHUI KPETIKO 3aCHYJIH.

Sl cen'y orHsi ¥ BCIO HOYb MPOCHES OOWH. MHe ObLJIO IPYCTHO, UTO sl BO3BPAIIAIOCH B MYCTYIO,
0e3MepHO IMYCTYIO KU3Hb. §1 XOTes JymaTh O JPYroM U BCIOMHMJI TIPEXHME CBOM MBICIIH, KOTOpbIE
ObLIIM MHE JIOPOTH, — O TOM, UTO 51 BEPHYCh KOT1a-HUOY/Ib C BOMHBI U Oy/1y )KUTh OCOOEHHOM KU3HBIO —
MEpPHOM, 3aMKHYTOU U CICp)KaHHOM, B KOTOPOU He Oy/ieT HI4Uero, Kpome mMbiciei. S mpencrasu cede
KHUTH, CKYJIBIITYPY, 3aHSTHE MY3bIKOI. Bee 910 He nMeno 0osbliie HUKAKOM IIEHbI 17151 MeHs], TIOTOMY
4yTo yBOoawJIo OT Bephl. S mogymait, uro Bepa BbicOKOMEpHA CO MHOUM M BHIXOTUT IMOOEANTEIHHUTICH
B HalMX OOBSICHEHUsIX. MHe MOKa3ajaoch, YTO €e MUCbMO HAIMCAaHO CBBICOKA. $1 moctan m cHOBa
MIPOYUTAN IMCHMO U YBHUJIEI, UTO B HEM HET €IMHCTBEHHO HYKHOTO MHE: TaM He OBbUIO CKa3aHO, YTO
Bepa menst moout. Ml ¢ Heii ObUTH COBceM uy:XUMU. MbI HU B 4eM He coBraiani. OHa Oblia BO MHe,
Kak IMyJis B paHe. fl He Mor mepectaTh ee YyBCTBOBaTh. S1 peBHOBAJ ee KaK-TO He TaK, KaK pEeBHOBA
Obl pyryo. Uto Obl OHA HU cfenana, MHE BCe B HEll Ka3ajoch MPeJIeCTHhIM. f BCIOMHIJI, Kak Ha
JHSIX BCE CepAMIMCh Ha Bepy 3a Kakyio-To rpyOyio BBIXOIKY IO OTHOIIEHHIO K TOZIPYTe, a s CKazal
¢ abCOMOTHON MCKPEHHOCTHIO: «Benp 310 ke Muio». B camoil ee pe3kocTu s1 BUIET OTHY TOJIBKO
JEBUYECKYIO MIPEJIECTh, a B MAaJACHUAX — Ty TPENETHOCTb, O KOTOPOW AymaJl, Korjua cpaBHuBal Bepy
C IUIAMEHEM CBEUKH.

«Bce paBHO s He Mory He JIOOWTH ee, — JyMall s, — TOJBKO Tereph 3TO HUKOrO He Oyner
Kacatbcsl, Jaxke camoil Bepbl; 3T0 OyaeT MOMM JIe/IoM, TaKUM ke OCOOEHHBIM, KaK BCE MOU MBICIIH,
KOTOpbIE HE KACAIOTCSI HUKOTO».

S motymmn oHaph, momaraja Mo TErIyIlke B3ad M BIEpe] C Manupocoi, a TOTOM cpasy
BCIIPHITHYJI HA CBOM Haphl. I HE MOTr pelmuTh WHaYe, J1a, B CYIIHOCTH, 3TO HEe OBUIO pelIeHHeM —
9TO OBbLJIO HEOTBPATUMOM Cy/IbO00H. MHe Mmo-npekHeMy ObLIO TIeYaJIbHO M JaKe CTPAIIHO, HO B TOU
MeYaJTi ¥ B CTpaxe KUJIO yKe OIIyIIeHue Oe3MEPHOIO CUaCThsI.
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XIV

He 3nato, kak 3T0 cIy4nsioch, HO YTpOM, KOrja sl POCHYJICSI, BO MHE Y’ HE OCTaBaJlOCh HU
IPyCTH, HU OECIIOKOMCTBA. BhIJIO TOJIBKO CYacThe, CYaCTINBasI YBEPEHHOCTb, UTO BCE MOMIET IMEHHO
TaK, KaK JIOJDKHO UATHU. B TO ke yTpo MBI TpOHYIHMCH HakoHell u3 JI***, roe MHe ObUIO Tak TSKENo.
Ilepen cambiM oTBE310M Bepa co cMyIIIEHHBIM JIMIIOM CyHYJIa MHE 3aIHCKY:

«boxe moit! Yto MHe nienath! CeromHst yTpoM, KOT/ia Bbl BBHIIILUIU, CTYYHIIOCH TO, YETO sl HUKaK
He kJasia. 5l oueHb HecuacTHa, BCe, UTo s IENIAl0, KaK MHE KaXETCsl, XOPOIIIO, — 00s13aTeJIbHO KOHYUTCS
110xo0. Manenskas Jlapucka ysupena ¢gpotorpaduio, KOTOpyIo Bbl MHE JaJli, U, KOHEUHO, 3aKpryaa
Ha Bech BaroH. Bece noHsuin, 4to Bel U s BMecTe Ha oTtorpacduu. S 3ammuinana Bac Kak Morja, crio-
KOWHO ¥ XJIAAHOKPOBHO. A 4T0 ObUTO Y MeHs1 Ha nayie! boxe! Kaxapiil neHs kakue-HUOYIb HOBOCTH
— nevauibHble. C KakabIM JHEM s ceOst HeHaBrxKy Bce Oosblie. Ceiuac Tak HECTTIOKOWHO, TSKEJIO Ha
ayie. MHe KakeTcs, 4To Bbl Oyaere cepauthes. S Gomblie He Mory nucarb. Bepax.

S He Mor OTBETUTH €l Ccpasy, IOTOMY YTO OE€3/] MOIIeN U IENTaThCsl C Hel Ha I1a3ax y Bcex
OBLIO HEJIOBKO.

— Yo Takoe ciyursioch 6e3 MeHs B BaroHe? — TUXOHBKO cripocii s1 Huny AsnekceeBHy.

Ona cMoTpesa Ha MEHsI OYeHb CEPIUTO.

— Hogwle Bbixonku Baieit ManoH Jlecko, — ckazajia oHa, — 51 pajii Bac MPUXOKY €l Ha IOMOIIIb,
HO, B 00IlleM, HU BbI, HU OHA COBEpPIIEHHO He cTouTe 3Toro. [Tyckail Obl HaJ BAMU XOXOTaJM, KaKoe
MHE 0 3TOro aeJjio!

— Jla 4rto xe ciayymioch?

— B eit nonapuiu ¢gororpadguio? 1o Tak Ha Bac Moxoxe. Bel yxakuBaere 3a Hell IO BceM
MpaBUJIaM JIAYHBIX POMaHOB, — cka3ajia Huna AnekceeBHa.

S mokpacHern.

— Hy He TO 4TOOHI 51 €if gapui... — cKazal sl.

—Korga b ynium, Bepa momo3Basia k cede Jlapucky v cTasia oKa3biBaTh el KAPTUHKY U Ha Kaxk-
J0i KapTHHKE Y4ria y3HaBaTh 3HAKOMBIX. TaM M MeHsI I7ie-TO HAIlUTH, B BUJE KaKOW-TO JaMbl C 30H-
TUKOM. A MIOTOM JIeJI0 JoUIO /10 Batel (pororpaguu. Koneuno, Jlaprcka Bac MOMEHTAJILHO Y3HAJA U
3aKpuyaiia c Boctoprom. Bee 3axorenu nocMotpers, a Bepa crana npsarars, IpsMo U3 pyK BeIpbIBaJIa.
TyT y cOBCEM CTaJIo ICHO, YTO 9TO UMEHHO Baiia potorpacdusi. Bepa 3to HapouHo fienaet; e, mocie
NpUKJTIoUueHHst ¢ Po3aem, Hy)KHO Kakoe-TO CpelICTBO yTBEpIUTh ceds, — ckazana HuHa AnekceeBHa.

— Ilo-moemy, 3TO Kak-TO HaMBHO, — CKa3all fl.

— Hy na, Benp 310 e Muio. Bl u3yvaere BoceMHaALATHIA BEeK. A BBl HE 3HaeTe, Kakoi ooe-
3bSIHUI TOTOT MOAHSICS B BArOHE M Kak TPYIHO MHE ObLJIO PEKPaTUTh 3TO, — cKaszana Huna Anek-
CEEeBHA UyThb HE CO CJIE3aMHU.

— 51 Bam oueHb OarojapeH, — CKaza si.

— Bl MHE HUCKOJTBbKO He Or1aroiapHsl. M BbI He TOHMMAaeTe, Kak POHSIET BaC 3TO CONIEPHUYECTBO
¢ Pozaem, — otBetista Huna AJjiekceeBHa.

— Hy, Moi1 apyr, Bbl BUAUTE KaKue-TO ApaMbl TaM, IJie MX BOBCe HEeT. Ml pUTOM s Jake He X0uy
MIOHUMATh, O KAKOM COIIEPHUYECTBE Bbl TOBOPUTE, — HEMCKPEHHE CKa3aJl s M OTOILIE K [IeUKe, TOTOMY
yto Bepa Obuta Tam. [Toe3 B 3T0 BpeMs 3aryaes, NprOIKasCh K CTaHIINH.

— Bepouka, Bce 3T0 B30p, HEYKEJIM Bbl B CAMOM JIeJie BOJIHOBAJIMCh U3-3a B3/10pa, — 3aKpHUval
51 Ha yxo Bepe.

Korna noesn ocraHoBuics, 51 BbILIET U3 BaroHa, 1 Bepa MOMEHTaJIbHO MpBITHY/A BCEA 3a
MHOM. fl cKa3as e, YTO CEeroAHSIIHUI IeHb Y MEHS CUACTJIMBBIN U ITO3TOMY — HO TOJIbKO Ha OAMH
CETOAHSIIHUIA JIeHb — el TpolaeTcs Bce. B 10Kka3aTesibCTBO s cAepKaHHO TOLIETOBAN €€ B IIEKY.

— 41 3Hat0, MoYeMy BBI CYACT/IMBBIA. BBl MpocTo MeHs pa3moduin, — ckazana Bepa.

— MBbI HE TOBOPHM Ha 3Ty TeMY, — CKa3all 4.
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— Bbl He xoTHTE MEHS LIeI0BaTh, — CKa3aia Bepa.

— Her, oTuero xe? — cka3aj s U CHOBA CJIerKa IOLIeJI0BaJl €€ B LIEKY.

— ¥ Bac Kakue-To CMEIlIHBbIE MOLIENTYH, OT KOTOPbIX MOKHO YMEpETh, — cKa3asa Bepa.

A 51 O6bUI TaK CYACTIIMB U TAK JIIOOWJI 3Ty HEBEPHYI0, MIITYIO Bepy, UTO HUKaK He MOT JJOIyCTUTh
ee cMepTu. Bripouem, oHa cama B3sjla B CBOM PYKH BCIO MHUILIMATHUBY U MPOCTO MOBUCIIA Y MEHS Ha
rybax.

Ms1 ene ycnienu BepHyThcs B Terutyniky. [loe3n cHoBa TpoHYJCS. Mbl KOJECHIIM 1O BCSIKUM
CTaHLIMSIM, BO3BpAILAIMCh Ha3a]], OCTAaHABIMBAJIMCH HA 3alacHbIX MyTIX, IOTOM CHOBA TPOHYJIUChH U
exaJi 6e3 OCTAaHOBKH BCIO HOUb. MHe He XOTeI0Ch YXOUTDb Ha Haphl; 51 ceJly Meuku, U Bepa octanach
co MHO#. Ha xony Terutyiika 3BeHena v B3aparuBaia. Mbl TOBOPUJIM MOJHBIM T'OJIOCOM, [IOTOMY UTO
HUKTO HAC HE CJIbIIIAJ.

— 3HauuT, BBl He pa3moOWIi MeHs, — cKa3asia Bepa u B3s1a MEeHsI 3a PyKYy.

— MbI ¢ BaMM COBCEM HE TOBOPUM Ha 3Ty TeEMY, — OTBETUJI 51, — CETOHSIIHUI JIeHb YK€ KOH-
YUJICS.

— U BbI Gonbllie HE cyacTIMBBI? — cripocuiia Bepa, HO s1 HE OTBETHII, OCTOPOKHO OTOBUHYJT
PYKY M CTaJl TOBOPUTH Bepe, Kakoi oHa OyJeT yIUBUTEIbHON aKTPUCOM.

— V¥ Bac yxe ecTb riiaBHOe, Bepouka, y Bac ecTbh KakOi-TO €CTECTBEHHBI apTUCTU3M, — TOBOPUJI
s1.

Bepa nepecrana MHe 0OTBE4YaTh U CMOTpENA B OTOHb.

— Wny cnatk, — cka3ai 5 ¥ yllIesa Ha Haphl.

Bepa ocranace onHa. 1 gonro He MOr 3acHYTb M CMOTpEJ, Kak Bepa ¢ pacCTpOEHHBIM JIMLIOM
cuaut y oras. Eii Toxke HyXKHO ObUIO TIPUHSITH PellieHue.
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XV

Haytpo mbl npuexamu B O*** y cHOBa BCTasli Ha 3allacHbIA MyTh, B TYNUKE, CPEIU OAUHAKO-
BBIX, POBHBIX BEPEHHUI] IIMEJIOHOB. Kpyrom He ObUIO HM JiepeBlia, HM KYyCTHUKA, Kak OyaTO Bce OBLIO
COXOKEHO; HU OJTHOM JIEPEBHU HE BUTHEJIOCh BOKPYT.

«Bce cTaHOBHTCS OTBJICYEHHBIM, €CJIU JISCTBUE coBepinaetcs: 6e3 hoHa», — MOayMall .

— Ha penkocts yHbLTOE, 6€30TpaiHOE MecTo, — cka3aia HuHa AJiekceeBHa, — Jake He XOUeTCsl
W/ITH TYJISTh.

— 41 mo¥iry mocMOTpeThb, HET Jiu 37ech Tenerpada, — ckazai .

— Tommre mist MeHs Telerpammy, — nonpocuia Bepa u mogana MHe nuctodek. Tam ObUIO
HancaHo: «[logoxxante MeHs y Bok3aia. f mpuay uepes 1ecsTh MUHYT».

AcnamasaH 1 Huna AnekceeBHa ycMexHy/MCh. JIEBUT 1 KanuTaHIna KpAKHY/IU. [ anonoBa Kak-
TO MUCKHYJIA.

— C ynoBoJILCTBHEM TIOIILTIO, — CEPbE3HO cKazan 51 Bepe.

Cpazy 3a pa3pylIeHHO! CTaHIMEH 11710 IycToe OeckpaiiHee cHexHoe rojie. Kakue-1o yepHbie
TOYKHM, HE TO JIIO/IU, HE TO MTHIIbI, KOe-Tjie TepsTCh B HeM. Koria Mbl OTOIUIM, CTAaHIUS TOXKE CKPbI-
J1ach 3a CHeXHBIMU Oyrpamu. CKBO3b T0JIe BeJsia BUTasl 3aTeiIMBas TPOIUHKA.

— BuI kak-T0 W3MeHMMCh, Bepouka, — cka3an s, — BBl Tellepb HE TaKas kKuUBasl, Kak ObUIA
paHblIIe.

— DT0 MoToMy, 4TO 51 C BaMH, — oTBeTU/1a Bepa.

— MHe coBepIlleHHO He HYXKHO, YTOOBI BbI CKy4aJld TOJ] HapaMu, — CKa3aJl s, — [IOMHUTE, KaK
Bbl paHblIlle TiepBas BHICKAKUBAJIM U3 BaroHa M KyJa-To nponajaiu? A Tenepb Bbl HE XOOUTE Aaxke
Ha TaHIIBL.

— BbI camu cTaHeTe T10x0 000 MHe Aymarth, eciiv 51 Oyly yXOouTh, — cka3asa Bepa.

— Her, e crany, — cka3an . — MHe MWIo Bce, UTO BH Jefaete. — «5 Bce paBHO Bac Oymy
TOOUTH», — XOTEeJ CKa3aTh 5, HO BCIIOMHMJI, UYTO HEJIb3s TOBOPUTH O JIIOOBU. — BBl OJKHBI JienaTh
BCE, YTO BaM CBOWCTBEHHO, — CKa3aJl 4.

— Bbl, HaBepHO, lymMaeTe, YTO MHE CBOMCTBEHHBI BCSIKUE raJIocTH, — OTBeTU/Ia Bepa, — a 3Haere,
Kyna s yoerana? [lomuuTe, Kak s pa3 mpuexasa Ha nmapoBo3e? 51 Torma yBujena B rojie U30YIIKY,
TaKylo OCJICHbKYI0, M1 MHE 3aX0TeJoch 1o Hee jaouTh. OOopaunBaioch, a moe3a yimenl. S Bce-taku
TyJa AoIIa. Y MeHs BCerJa Tak ObIBaeT: BBIAIY U MOy, cCaMa He 3HAK Kyda, WK BAPYT MOUTY U
pacruiauaych, ¥ ToXe cama He 3HaI0 YeMy, a OOoJIbIlie HU4ero y MeHs HeT, — cka3asia Bepa Tak uckpeHse,
YTO, JOJKHO OBITh, CaMa ceOe Bepriia, U Ha I71a3ax y Hee TIOKa3aJIiCh CJIe3bl.

— 3Ha4WT, BbI CAMU HE IIOHUMAETEe CBOMX JKEJIAaHWM, BBl O YeM-TO MeUTaeTe, CAMH, MOXET OBbITh,
HE 3Hasl 0 YeM, — cKazaJ .

— 51 xouy Bceraa ObITh C BaMu, — OTBeTHIa Bepa.

51 kperye B3sUI ee 3a PyKy U MOJTYaII, IOTOMY YTO HEJIb3s1 OBLIO TOBOPUTH O JTIOOBH.

— 4 cama He 3HaW0, YTO CO MHOW, — cKa3ayia Bepa. — MHe cHavana cMemHoO ObUIO, KaK BbI
MHE TOBOPHWJIM | 3a/IBIXaJIUCh Kak-T0. Ho TONBKO s Beera xotesna ObITh C BaMu. 1 4yBCTBYIO, YTO-TO
JOJDKHO OBITh, 2 YTO — HE MOTY TOHATh. §I X0uy, YTOOBI Bl OMATH CMOTPEJIM Ha MEeHs, KaK paHbIIIe,
Y TOBOPUJIM OBl, YTO JIIOOUTE MEHSI.

— 41 Gyny roBopuTh, a BH CTaHEeTe OTMATUMBAThCSA, Bepouka? — cka3an . — A MOTOM OISITh
yoesxute ¢ Po3aeM? — THXOHBKO CKa3aJl sl U Ha CEKYH/Iy OOHSUI ee TIJIeUH.

— 4] HuKOrIa, HUKOT/IA He cienao Bam OOJIbHO, — cKa3asia Bepa u cama oOHsiIa MeHs..

51 BICBOOOAMIICS.

— 3Haere, Bepouka, BH HEe CTaHETe JIJIsI MEHS XYKe, UYTO Obl BBl HU CHEJIIU, — CKa3al sl.

— Her, s xouy, 4T0OBI BB MeHs JIIOOWIN, — CKa3aia Bepa v cTpeMuTesNIbHO MoreioBaia MeHs
B TyOBL.
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«Bepouka, pa3zBe MOKXHO JTIOOUTH OOJIbITIe», — IyTh HE CKa3as 5, HO 3aMeTHJI, YTO K HaM H[IyT,
Y BBITTPSIMUJICSL.

— V3BuHUTE, MBI, KOXETCs, BaM IMOMeIlaiu, — ckazaia Huna AjniekceeBHa, MOaxo/s K HaM BMe-
cTe ¢ AcllaMa3stHOM, — HO TaM OOBSIBIJIM, UTO SIIEJIOH ceiuac YHIeT, M HaM MPHIILUIOCh Bac pa3bic-
KUBaTh.

— Kak BbI MOkeTe nomeniath? — ckasai 5. — Ml ripocro ryinsem. [lo-moemy, 310 nose cocem
He Tak 0e30TpajiHO, KaK BaM MOKa3aJ0Ch cHavasa.

— Tonoe, mycroe mnoste, coBepiieHHO HenHTepecHoe. CHer U 0oJibIlie HU4Yero, — otBeTrIa Huna
AJekceeBHa.

— Hacrosmmii mekcrupoBCcKuil neii3zax, kak Oyaro u3 «Kopoms Jlupar», — ¢ yiedeHrnem ckaza

— A 4rto Takoe Manon Jlecko? — HeoxkuaaHHO cripocuia Bepa.

— Kenmuua, co3nanHas 1A JI0OBH, — oTBeTwiIa HrHa AJlekceeBHa.

— JleByIIKY MHE CKa3aJiv, 4TO 3TO caMoe OOMIHOe Ha3BaHUe IS JKEHITUHBI, «MaHOH Jlecko», —
ckazana Bepa, — 1 4To Oy/ITO BBl MEHSI TaK Ha3bIBaeTe, — CKa3asia OHA MHE TUXOHBKO.

— A BbI KaK cuutaere HacueT MaHoH Jlecko? — cnipocunia Huna AsnekceeBHa y AciiamassiHa.

— 4 He 3HaI0, — cKa3aa AciaMas3sH.

— A s nymaro, yto ManoH Jlecko — camasi rpesectHas, camasi TporaTejibHasi U3 BCEX repoOMHb
Y HeJIb3s1 He JIIOOUTH ee, — CKa3aJ s C yBJICUCHUEM.

B 3Tux pasroBopax mbl AOIUIM A0 TEIUTYIIKU. AclamMa3siH TajJlaHTHO noAcaqul cHadana Huny
AutiekceeBHy, moToM Bepy. Mbl ¢ HUM OCTOsUIM Y IBEPHU, YCTyIas APYT APYry NOAHOXKKY, Kak Ynuu-
KOB 1 MaHWUJIOB, U 3I1IEJIOH CHOBA TOIIIEN.
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XVI

[Toe3n octaHOBWICS TaK HEOKUIAHHO, KaK OyATO CIiepeAnd ero XJIOMHYJIW MO MapOBO3HOMY
HOCY; OH JIaJke OTIPsIHYJI Ha3a/1; Hallla TETUTyIIKa 3a/1eprajaach, KOTEJIKU MOCHIIAIMCH HA TM0J1, TIeUKa
3ammrena, oonmTas cynom. Bece Opocriiuch OTKphIBaTh BAaroHHYIO 1Bepb. [lepen Hamu ObLTH BBICO-
KHE CHEKHBIE XOJIMBI, IJIe-TO BUJHEJACh POIlla, B CTOPOHE CTOsIa iepeBHs1. Bce cronmuinch y Bepu.
Bepa nopoiiia kKo MHE ¥ TUXOHBKO CKazaa:

— Bo1 Mot Musteiid. Terieps BB 3HaeTe, UTO 51 Bac JOOIIO.

— Hakonen-to, — ckazai s e Ha yxo.

— 4 Toxe mogymaina «HaKOHEL-TO», KOrJja MHE 3aX0TeJIOCh BaM 3TO CKa3aThb; KaK XOpPOUIO, YTO
MBI MIOIyMaJIi OJJMHAKOBO, — CKa3asia Bepa.

Bce cmotpenu B myctoe nosie. bbuio HENOHSTHO, MoYeMy Mbl CTOMM. AcjlaMa3siH MOoIes y3Ha-
BaTh.

— Ml Ha pa3besie; MOKeT ObITh, cefivac MouaeM, a MOXKET ObITh, TPOCTOUM JIOJITO, — COOOIIUIT
OH.

— 4 gymato, MOXHO BCe-TaKH MOTYJISATh HA 9TOM XOJIME, — CKa3al si, HAIIPaBJISISACh K JIBEPH.

B s10 Bpems B Haiil BaroH Bortien Pozait. Co nus noxuiiienust Bepsl o y Hac He nosiBiisuicst. OH
u Bepy, n0mkHO OBITh, ¢ TEX TIOp He BUeI. MHe TOKa3ajioch, YTO OH OCYHYJICS | moskenren. [a3a
y Hero ObLIM KUBBIE, OBICTpHIC, TTOXOkHe Ha BepuHbsl. OH MHE HpaBWICS, HECMOTPsS HU Ha uTo. OH
ceJl Ha JIpOBa, U JIEBYIIIKM cpa3y ero okpyxwid. f nocmorpein Ha Bepy. OHa crosiia CIMHON KO MHE
¥ cnvHOM K Po3ato, ToHeHbKas, BRITIHYTasl, Kak OyJITO TOTOBasi COPBATLCS ¢ MecTa. MHe CIIUIIKOM
TSKEJIO OBUIO BUZIETh HOBYIO CLIEHY Mek1y Hell 1 Po3aem. A clieHa Oblia Hem30OexHa. 51 oTBepHyIics
1 BBIIIIEL.

4 ¢ ocraHOBUBIIMMCS CEepALIEM NOABIMAJICA HA XOJIMUK U yBSI3aJ B CHEry. S He Buzel, kak Bepa
METHYJIach 32 MHOM 13 Barona. OHa noj0eskaia KO MHe 3aIbIXaBIIFCh U CKa3ajia MHE:

— MWUJIbIi, MUJIBIA.

— Bepouka, MHe He HYKHO HMKAKUX KEPTB, — CKa3al s M Cpasy IMOHSUI, YTO OBUIO KECTOKO
TOBOPUTH € TaK.

MBp1 nepedexanu yepe3 XoJIMHK. BaroH ot Hac ckpsbuics. Bepa nprkaiachk KO MHE M 3aTUlakaa.

— Bepa, — ckazan s, 4yBCTBYsl, 4TO CJIe3bl U Y MEHsI MOJCTYNAIOT K ropiy, — Bepouka, MOXHO
JIA JIIOOUTH OOJIBIIIE, YeM 4 Bac JI0OJIIO.

Korma mbl BepHy:HCch, Po3ast 1aBHO yike He ObUIO B HAIlleM BaroHe, ¥ Mbl He XOTEJIM O HeM BCIIO-
MuHaTh. Ha Hapax yxke yKjiaabBaauch Ha HOUb. Ham TpymHO ObUTO paccrathes. S moracumn oHapsb;
MBI CEJTU PSZIOM Y TIEUKU 1 JIOJITO CUJIEIU BIBOEM. SI o-cTapoMy He MOT OTOpBarth a3 oT Bepbl. OHa
TMOJIOKWJIA TOJIOBY MHE Ha IJIEUO TaK JOBEPUYMBO U TaK HEXKHO, YTO CEep/ille Y MEHsI CXKaJoCh.

— Kak no-gpaniy3cku «Teruiblii Betep»? — cnpocuiia MeHs Bepa.

A ckazai.

— Korna MHe 3axo4ercsi cka3aTh BaM «MOW MUJIBIN», 51 TIPU BCEX, HAa BECh BAroH Oyy TOBOPUTH
BaM «vent chaud».
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XVII

V paszwbe3na Obuio (bpaHIly3cKoe, Kakoe-To OpeToHCKoe Ha3BaHue: Typrel, a Ha coceHeM
XOJIME CTOsiIa pa3oOpeHHasi BPaXeCKHMM HallecTBUeM pycckas aepeBHss Kamenka. [lepeBeHckue
co0akM, Ha HU3KHKX Jiarax, MOX0XHUe Ha JIUC, Mogderain K BaroHam rnoaoupaTh 00beK!, BHIKUHYThHIC
B CHer. Mbl BCTaJIM Ha 9TOM pa3be3/ie TaKk MPOYHO, YTO KOJieca BArOHOB MOKPBUTUCH TOJICTOM CHEXKHOM
Kopoukoi. COJHIIEe CTaJIO CBETHTh KaX/IBIH JIeHb, KaK Oy/ITO yke HauMHaJIach BECHA; CHET Ha TOJISX
ocenan. V3-moj cHera Topyaiy cyxue TpaBUHKH, [IBETOYKHU, KaKUe-TO BETOUKU. Bepa ux codupana.
C stMu OyKeTamMul MbI BO3BPAIITAIUCH C HAIIIKX MTPOTYJIOK.

Mertamopdo3a nmpon3oiiia He3aMeTHO. Y MeHsI HAYaJIUCh YIMBUTENbHbIE THU. CIIOBHO s yexas
KyAa-TO OT ceOst caMOro M CTaJl KHUTh KAaKOK-TO Oe3bIMSIHHOM XU3HBIO, 0e3 Ha/le)K ] ¥ Oe3 BOCIIOMHU-
HaHUI, OHOU JTIOOOBBIO; CIIOBHO BCE, YTO CITyYaJIOCh CO MHOM, OBLJIO COBCEM He CO MHOM Ml HACTYITAJI
0COOEHHBI, OT BCErO OTAENBHBINA, HY, YTO JI, OTPHIBOK CYABbOBI; U CaM S He 3HAJI, IJe S HACTOSIINN
— Ha BECEHHUX JIY TIOJISIX, BIIOOJICHHBIN B JICBOYKY, WX 51, TIOUYTH HE CYIIECTBYs (DU3MUECKU, KHBY B
OCTAHOBHUBITIEMCsI BpEMEHH, pa3yurBasiCh BUIETh MUP BOKPYT ceOsl.

Bepa Bcerya Obuta Tpe3Bee MeHs. OHa CTAaHOBWIIACH HEXKHEH M JOBEPUUBEH; y Hee BO3HHMKAJIA
MPUBBIYKA, TTPUBSI3aHHOCTh KO MHe. Ho *ku3Hb y Hee He 000pBaiach, Kak MOsI; BCe TIPOIOIKAIOCH,
HE yTpauuBasi CBSI3U C IMPOIUIBIM; OHA MOIJIa TOBOPHTH U IyMaTh O TOM, 4TO OyJeT ¢ HaMH JaJiblIie,
a 51 pa3yuymnics MeuTarh.

Ms1 Oponuuii BABOEM T1eJIblid IeHh ¥ BO3BPAIIAJIMCh YCTaJlble, CYACTIIMBbIE U BCE-TAKU CHOBA
Xx0Tesu ObITh BMecTe. Bepa BbiOeraia u3 BaroHa, s mesi 3a Heil, 1 OHa MEHs CITpalivBaa;

— BbI HUKOTIa, HUKOT/IA MEHsI He pa3moouTe?

JoOpbiii AcaMa3siH OTKPBIBAJT U 3aKPBIBAJT 32 HAMH TSKEJTYI0 BATOHHYIO IBEPb.

— ¥V Bac korna-HuOyIs ObIBAJIM POMaHbI? — SITOBUTO CIpamvBasia MeHss HuHa AjekceeBHa. —
Bbl XOTh ObI MUHYTKY TIOJIOXKIAJIH, & TO BCE BUAAT, UTO BH OekuTe ciiefoM 3a Bepoit. OHa, mo-mMoemy,
OINBITHEE BAC U rOPA3/I0 JIydllle PUTBOPSIETCS.

S1 B camMoM jieie HUUEero He yMes CKPhIBaTh, XOTs TPEBOXKWICSA 00 0OIIeM MHEHUM BCe-TaKu
Oobilie, BepHee — uHaue, yeM Bepa. Eif yacto XoTenoch MoxBacTarh nepeji MojipyramMu, JIMIITHAN pa3
«yTBEepOUTh ceOsi», Kak ropopwia HuHa AniekceeBHa. A MHe ObUIO BaXXHO OJTHO: YTOOBI HUKTO HE
CMeJl TOBOPUTh MHE B TJIa3a, MOTOMY YTO TO MEHS OTBJIEKJIO Obl. A 3a CIIMHOW MOTJIM TOBOPHUTH U
JefaTh BCe, YTO YIOIHO: s HUYETro He BUJIEN, HUKTO He CYIIECTBOBAJ JJIsI MeHs — He (DUTypajibHO, a
B CaMOM OYKBJILHOM U TOYHOM CMBICTIC.

Bce 3nopeune, He ymest MeHsI 3a€Th, 0OpyIMBaiioch Ha HuHy AjekceeBHy.

— OHM MoveMy-TO JAyMaioT, YTO s 3aMHTEpEcCOBaHa B BalllMX Jiejlax, — ropopwia MHe HuHa
AJlekceeBHa, — OHU CTapalOTCsl PACKPHITh MHE TJIa3a Ha Baille roBeeHue. [ToCToOsSHHO ¢ yIpiooukaMu
roBOPAT, yTO Bepa cMOTpUT Ha MEeHS HarJIbIMU I1a3aMu. Bripodewm, 51 1 cama MHOT/1a 3TO BUKY. A Beflb
s Bcerjia ee BbIpy4vaio. A Koraa B ToT pa3 Obut Po3aii 1 Bl ¢ Bepoil yiuim, BeI IpsIMO He TOBEpHUTE,
KaKoe 3/1eCh Hauaioch oOcyskjieHue. Bee HamepeOoii eMy paccka3biBaiv Ipo Bac.

— U cam Po3aii yuactBoBas B 00CyxaeHUN ?

— Her, on momuait. ¥V Hero cTpajaioliee Jauiio 0buto B 310 Bpems. OH 4yeM-To Mmoxox Ha Bepy.
[ToToM Tak HEOKMAAHHO yIIEN. S JOBOJIBHO PE3KO CKa3alla, YTO HE XOUy CIyIIaTh CIUIeTHU. I MoxeTe
ce0e MpeJICTaBUTh, KOra 5 YIIJIa Ha Haphl, ['aJiornoBa rpOMKO Tak CKasajia: «JIypa» — Ha BeChb BaroH.
M Bce xoxoTasu.

— A Pogzaii crpajiaert, Bbl roBopure?

— Ha. [To-moemy, oH Teneps elie OoJbIIe BIOOICH, N3-3a Bac.

— 4 Toxe Tak gymaro, — ckazalg s.

— BbI HaxoauTe, 4TO BCE JOJDKHBI BIIOOATHCS B Bally Bepy. Brnpouewm, 310, TOMKHO OBITH,
npaBJja, — ckasaia Huna AsiekceeBHa.
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— A Kakas cTpeMHUTeIbHOCTh B ee ku3Hu! Eil Benp Bcero ABajauiaTh JIET, a Y Hee yKe Lienast
ouorpadus, — ckazai s.

— Crutonb cocrosiiasi i3 pOMaHoB, — oTBeTwIa HuHa AnekceeBHa.

— Ila, Besb 3TO BCE B3/IOp HACUET TeaTPaIbHBIX CIOCOOHOCTEH, cliaBbl U mpoyero. OHa cama He
OYeHb HacTamBaeT. Bce 310 TONbKO cpenicTBa odonbienus. Hacrosiee npusBanue Bepbl — J1I00OBS.
Tyt MeTamricuxo3a. 1o xkuBast MaHoH Jlecko, — ckazar 1.

— Tonpko cama OoHa 3TOro He MOHUMAaeT. A Bbl MHE TOBOPUTE TaKKe BEIU, KOTOPbIE JOKHBI
ObLTM OBI CKa3aTh e, 1a O0UTEeCh, YTO OHA He TIOMMET. BBl 1 TYT mpojoikaere oOpalaTbes K Hell, —
ckazana Huna AnekceeBHa.

— YTO BBI, 3TO COBCEM HE TaK, — OTBETHUI 4.

— Koneuno, — ckazana Huna AsekceeBHa, — BOT s BaM XOTeJla paccKka3arh 0 ceOe, a BBl Jaxke
CJIyLIaTh He CTaJiu, BCe CrpalmBaiv, 4to Po3zait aa uto Bepa. 3Haete, AciiamassiH cka3ail MHe, UTO
eci OBl 3aX0TeJI, TAK MOMEHTAJIHO PACIIBHIPSIT OBl B CTOPOHBI 3TY Mapy, TO ecTh Bepy u Bac.

— Hy 4ro0 %e, MOXeT ObITh, U TaK, — OTBETHIT 1.
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XVIII

JleBrueckuii poMaHTH3M Bepbl, mprcTpacTiieé K HEOXUIAHHOMY M CTPAaHHOMY, K OOJIBIINM
TeMaM — He MEHbIIIe JIIOOBH U CMEPTHU, — O KOTOPHIX OHA, 110 CYACThI0, HUYETO He yMeJla CKa3aTh, — BCE
9TO HaXOJWJIO BBIXOJ] B OCOOEHHOI KaKOW-TO MPUBSI3aHHOCTH K TJIOXOMY MUCKYCCTBY, B KOTOPOM OHA,
MOXeT OBbITh, yMeJIa pa3inyaTh ¥ MOAJIMHHOCTh, U OOJbIINE YyBCTBA. B ee cyHayuke, cpeny Bopoxa
HaOPOCAHHBIX TJIAThEB M 000K, OBLIO MHOKECTBO CYBEHHPOB, MEJIKUX HEHYKHBIX BEIIUI], OUEBUIHO
CBSI3aHHBIX C €€ JKM3HbIO, C €6 POMaHAMH — HE TAKUMH, KAaKOBbI OHU ObLIIM B JEMCTBUTEIBHOCTH, a
PacIBEYEHHBIMU MAMSTBHIO U XKeJIAaHUEM MPUMEHUTH K ceOe TPOYMTaHHbIe, CIIBIIAHHBIE, C APYTUMHU
CITy4HMBIIIECS — KPACHBBIE, KaK OHA lyMaJia, — IepekrBaHus. BripoyeM, oHa He MeuTasa HaJl CBOMMU
CYBEHMPaMH; TaK, TOJIBKO UCKOPKa Mpoderaia, HaBepHOe, B €€ MaMsTH, KOrJja OHa UX repedupana —
He OoJIbIlle CeKYH/Ibl Ha Kak/10e BocoMHHaHbe. OHa MoKa3ajia MHE OTKPBHITKY C YKacHbIM OEKJIMH-
CKAM «ABTOIIOPTPETOM CO CMEPTHIO».

— PasBe BBl HaxoauTe 3TO KpacuBbIM, Bepouka? — cripocui 1.

— Her, BBI mocmoTpuTe Ha 060poTe, — cKazana Bepa.

Tam crosima mara w Obuio HamucaHo: «[IpequyBcTBUE ONM3KON CMEpPTU TPEBOKUT MEHSI».
MoskeT ObIThb, BECh POMAHTH3M M 3aKJTI0YAETCS B TOM, YTOOBI He OOSIThCS MOLUIOCTH U Iy PHOTO BKYCa,
naxe He 3HaTh, YTO OHM CYIIECTBYIOT, M cpa3y OpaThCs 32 TaKME TEMbI, KOTOPbIE — C TOUKU 3pEHUs
mopeit popmbl — 1o 1wiedy Tonbko [lexkcniupy u JaHTy.

JIHEBHUKOB y Hee He ObUIO — JUIsl 3TOTO CJMIIKOM CTPEMUTESIHHO IIUIa €€ KU3Hb, J1a el U He
CyMmeTh Obl X HalcaTh, — HO YacTO el XOTEJIOCh OCTAaHOBHTB, 3aJJepPKaTh KAKYI0-TO MUHYTKY, OIIIY-
IIeHKe, KOTOPBIM OHa JiIoooBaack. OHa Opasa MOIO 3aITUCHYI0 KHUKKY, CTaBIJIa JaTy U nucana: «Bor
Baia Bepa. Baron. Ilyremectsue. Baia Bepa». B apyroii pa3 oHa Harnucana MHe: «$l cerogHs Bac
y’KacCHO, HEBEPOATHO JII00I0. MBIl Mo 1 moOnMBIi. JTio6mo, iio6mmo. Kak s 61 X0Tena BCIo )KU3Hb
ObITh ¢ BaMu. HO 4yBCTBYIO, UTO-TO IOJKHO CITyYHUTHCS, & YTO — HE MOTY CeYac MOHSTh».

B ToT nens, koraa Bepa Hanucama MHe 3TOT JIMCTOK, Mbl ObUTH B TIOJISIX, JAJIEKO OT BarOHOB, TaK
YTO KPYroM HHYEro He ObUIO BUIHO, KPOME ITyCTOTO TOJISI M CHETa, MTOKPBITOrO KOPOUKOM, 3aTBEpIIeB-
11el 1oJ] BeTpoM U coHIieM. Ml i 6e3 10pory, 1o meuHe. S oOHsuT Bepy; oHa MOCKOJIb3HYIACh;
s He yCIIeJT OAIIePrKaTh ee U yIrayl BMeCTe ¢ Hell. Y MeHsI Cpa3y CTajlo CyXo B ropJie; s CTaJl 11eJI0BaTh
Bepy He nomus ce6s1. He MHe, a eil Obl ciieioBasio ucmyrarbesi; Ho Bepa MHe oTBevasa, Kak Bcerja.
BopwOa Obl1a MeXy MHOM M MHOM ke caMuM. $1 cKajl B pyKe JIeIsTHO KOMOYEK M 3aCTaBUII ceOs
BCTaTh. Bepa cuzena B CHery pacTpenaHHasi, paCKpacHEeBIIAsCS U YJIBIOAOIIAsCS.

Houblo 51 mpocHyJICsl OT MpUCTyna HeucToBor peBHOCTU. ['onoc Pozast chblmasncs psaoM c
HAIlIUM BaroHoMm. 51 6pocuiicsi B IBeph, TOTOBBIN Ha Bee. 51 naxke Bepy He MOMHII U pBaHYJICS K Yep-
HOW (purype, KoTopas IjIla MHE HaBCTpeuy. ITo ObLT 4acoBO. OH OCTAaHOBWIICS Y BBHITSHYJICS.

— Y10 Takoe TyT MPOUCXOAUT? — Pe3KO CIPOCHIT 1.

— Kanuran Po3zaii ye3xaeT, koMaH/a Moluia ero mpoBOKaTh, — JOJOKUI YaCOBOM.

— Kyna yesxkaer?

— CoBceMm OT Hac NepeBOIUTCS, — CKa3all YaCOBOM, — pa3Be Bbl HE CIIbIXan?

— Ha, 1a, — ckasaJl sl ¥ BEpHYJICSl B BaroH, 3aJbpIXasch OT BOJIHEHUs. BepuHa mmHen s Bucena
Ha rBo3aMKe. Bepa crmana y ceds mox Hapamu. Ecnu 6b1 Bepa cOexana ¢ Pozaem, st Obi1 Obl O€3-
MEPHO HECYACTIIMB, HO, MOKET OBbITh, CUesT Obl 3TO YAUBUTEIHFHBIM XOIOM U JTIOOWIT OBI e etrie OobIIIe.
Kaxercsi, MHE OUTH OBUIO KaJlb, YTO TAK HE CITyYUIIOCh.

Sl cen onyH y OrHSI U 10 yTpa MPOCUAEN C KAaKOH-TO TOCKJIMBOM IPYCTBIO TI0 CBOEMY OIMHOYE-
CTBY, 0 ceOe camoMmy. $1 BCIIOMHIJI O CBOMX YIYIIbsIX; OHM HE MOBTOPSUINCH Y MeHs Oonbiie. Yro-
TO M B HHMX [OKA3aJI0Chb MHE MIJIBIM, YIOTHBIM M HABCEI/Ia YTPaueHHBIM.
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XIX

S cunen B n30yIIKe, TOCTPOEHHON BMECTO BOK3aJla, B ITYCTOM M TETIJION KOMHATE, Ky/Ia TOJIBKO
MHMOXOZIOM 3aXOJWIN KEJIE3HONOPOKHUKU C pazbesfa. S xknman Bepy, nmounteiBan ['€re, kypui,
CMOTpeJ B OKHO, KaK TalOT COCYJIbKH MO/ KPBIILIEH, U MTPUCTYIIIMBAICS KO BCEM IlIaram.

VT1powm, elie Ha Hapax, y MeHst ObUT pa3roBop ¢ HuHo# AsniekceeBHOM.

— He 3Hai0, 32 4TO Tak HEHABUAAT Bac B 3TOM TEIUTyIIKe, — cKa3aia HuHa AJiekceeBHa.

— Heyxenu HeHaBuaaT? S Toxe He 3HAIO 3a YTO, — CKa3al s 030 BCAKOro MHTEpeca.

— Bbl, HaBepHOE, 1 He 3ameyvaere, — ckazayia HuHa AsnekceeBHa.

— B camom pejte He 3aMeualo, — cKasad .

— Bbl ux He BuMTeE, Bac 1IeJIbIMU JIHSIMHU HET B BaroHe. A Korja Bbl ucue3aere BMecte ¢ Bepoii,
JleBut m300paxaeT Bce TO, YTO BHI, 110 €0 MHEHHIO, C Hell Tam Jienaere. Bbl He 3HaeTe, Kak OHU
rorouyT. OHM Bac Ha3bIBAIOT I0poAUBHIM. A ["asionoBa BeicTynaet ¢ pacckazamu. OHa MojicMaTpuBaeT
3a BaMU, — cka3zajla HuHa AJjekceeBHa.

— Boxe MoM, /1a ¥ TyCTh UX TOBOPSAT, — OTBETUJI f1.

— A s He MOory 3TOro BHIHOCUTh. OHU B KAKOM-TO CJIQJIOCTPACTHOM BO3OYKACHUM CIIEST 32
BaMU. S B KM3HU MOEU He CJIbIXajla TaKOro KoJMvecTBa rHycHocteil. M riaBHOe, BCsl UX HEHABUCTD
OOpyIIMBAETCSA HA MEHsI, IOTOMY YTO sl BMEIIMBAIOCh U MPEKPaIIai0 3TU MpeICTaBIeHus, — cKa3aia
Hwuna AnekceeBHa.

— Moti apyr, 51 B OTYasTHUM, YTO BbI [IOJIBEPracTeCh TAKMM HEMPUSTHOCTSIM U3-3a MEHSsI, — CKa3asl
1.

— U Bama Bepa Toxe xopoia, korjaa 3a Bac 3acrynaercs. C Hell Besib He crecHstotcs. Eil cka-
3aJT1, YTO BbI IOPOJIMBBINA, a OHA OTBevaeT: «HeT, 3T0 Takol XOpOIIHiA, MUJIBIA YeJIOBEK», Kak Oy/ITO
Bbl 3€MCKHUI Bpay WX yuuTenb, — ckaszana Huna AnekceeBHa ¢ gocaion.

— OHa roBOpHT Kak yMeeT, 51 AyMalo, — CKa3a si.

— He cepnutech Ha MeHsI, HO sI OOJbIIIe HE MOTY OCTaBaThCs B 9TOM BaroHe. MHe oOeranm
MECTO B APYTOM, U 51 CETOAHs Tyaa nepeiay, — ckazajia Huna AjekceeBHa.

— MHe GeCKOHEYHO I'PYCTHO JIMIIIUTHCS BaIllero o0IIeCTBa, HO sl HE CMEI0 BO3paKaTh, €CITU BaM
TaK HEMPUSITHO 37eCh, — OTBETHUJ £I.

— Jla 51 cOBepIIIEHHO yBepeHa, YTO Bbl HU pa3y He 3aiijieTe HaBeCTUTh MeHsl, — cKazaja Huna
AnexceeBHa.

MoxeT ObITh, BATOHHBIE CIUICTHU JEUCTBUTENILHO JOILIN A0 HEMPWIAYKS, HO YTO MHE OBbLIO
nenathb? §l HUUEro He yMmell MPUIYMaTh M TOJNBKO cKa3au Bepe, uto Oymy BBIXOOWTH 3a yac JI0 Hee,
YTOOBI HAIIIM COBMECTHBIE MCUE3HOBEHUsS He ObUIM TaK JeMOHCTpaTHBHBL [10TOMY-TO 51 U cujen Ha
Bok3asie. Ho Bepa npuiiuia, He 10:KJaBIIMCh YCJIOBJIEHHOTO BPEMEHH.

— Bul 3Haete, Bepouka, uro Huna AnekceeBHa OT HaC yXOIUT? — CIIPOCHII S.

— AX, 1 O4eHb paja, — ckazaia Bepa.

— Ilouemy BbI Tak paabl? Huna AnekceeBHa — Mol apyr. M kK Bam oHa IpeKpacHO OTHOCUTCS, —
cKazail 1.

— Mosxet ObITh, BAM OHa APYT, a MHE COBCEM He JIpyT, — oTBeTIIa Bepa. — MHe Bceraa oOMIHO
CMOTpPETb, KaK BHI C HeW pasroBapuBaete. MHe BbI TOJIBKO TBEPIUTE TIPO JIIOOOBb, a BCE MHTEPECHbIS
pasroBOpHI y Bac ¢ Hel. f cimmikoM riyma Jijis Bac.

— Bepouka, — ckazain s1, — 4To Obl 1 TAM C Hel HU TOBOPHJI, JIIOOJTIO-TO 51 BCE-TaKH Bac, a He ee.

B nonsix 61710 BETPEHO U COTHEYHO. B cTOpoHe cTosiia poruiia.

— MpI HE pa3y Tam He ObuTH, — CKa3asa Bepa.

B poruiie u B y3koM oBpare, KyJa oHa MpoIoiKaiach, ObLJIO coBceM TuX0. CHEr OorpOMHBIMU
TOJICTHIMU XJIOTIbSIMU JIEKAJI HA BeTKaX, M HU3KHE MOJIOJIBIC €JIOUKU CTOSJIM KakK Oejble MAPaMUIbL.
A COJIHIIe HACKBO3b ITPOCBEUMBAIIO KaX/1yl0 BETOUKY.
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— VI3 310¥ ponm Heb3s1 yUTH, — CKasall sl.

— Henwb34, — ckazana Bepa, kak 3xo0.

51 k Hewt moBepHyJics. OHa YJIBIOHYIACh U 3aIUIakajia U cKa3alia MHe:

— Muteii, Kak s 100510 Bac.

51 cxaut ee Tak CUJTBHO, UTO caM 3aJI0XHYJICs. S ObUT Tak MOTPsICeH, Kak OyATO BeCh MUP BOKPYT
MeHs1 pymwics. A Bepa Oblla MUJIa 1 COTJIaCHA — BOT U BCE.

— 4 3Hana, 9to cerogHs 0COOCHHBIN eHb. 1 3Haa, YTo cerogHs Tak Oyner, — ckazana Bepa. —
A Tl 3HAN?

— Bepa, s ToNbKO ¥ 3HaI0 B MUpe 4TO TeOs1. ThI, THI, ThI, — CKa3all 1.

Bepa cobpana cyxoit OyKeTHK Ha TaJoM CHery, YTOOBI IPHOOIINUTD €ro K CBOMM CYBEHUPaM —
Ha MaMsTh O CaMOU CUACTIIMBOW M CKBO3HOU poiile. Mbl CHOBa XOWUJIM MO COJIHEYHBIM U CHEXKHBIM
TOJISIM, TTPOBAJIMBASICh HA BECEHHEM HacTte. § mogymasl, 4To B 9TOM BO3BpAIIEHUU K MPHUPOJE, BO
BCEX 3TUX POIIAX, MOJSAX U B BECHE €CTh KAKHUE-TO YePThI TOTO e BOCEMHA/IIIATOrO BeKa, KaKOro-To
pyccor3Ma, HAaMBHOTO U OIPAB/IBIBAIOIIETO JIIOOYIO )KU3Hb.

Bepa nonuia Briepes; st CHoBa OCTaJICsl Ha Yyac Ha BOK3aJie. § mpocuies Tam, MouTH He JABUTasiCh.
B temHO#, TecHO KOMHaTKe He ObLIo HU qynid. CTajio COBCeM TeMHO, KOr/ia S MOOIIe K BaroHy. 5
BCTaJI OBUIO HA TIOMHOKKY U ocTaHOBW/ICS. BHYTpu niesu. C yJHIIbl He CIBIITHO OBUTO HU COTJIACHOTO
BCKpUKUBaHUs1, HA pasibiid. ['onoca nokazaanch MHE CTPOMHBIMU, IEBUYECKUE — 3BEHSAIIIMMU, MYX-
CKUe — He:KHbIMU. [len, MpoTHB 0ObIYast, He KYIUJIeTh U3 KMHOKAPTHH, & PYCCKYIO TIeCHI0, KoTopast
MOTOM HaBCera CBsi3ajach AJisi MeHs ¢ Bepoii:

Cpenp nosnei MUPOKUX
41, xak mak, 11BeJa,
JKu3Hbp MOs OoTpajgHasd,
Kak peka, Teka.

B xopoBogax u KpyxkKax,
Bcrony mustblii Mot

He cBomui ¢ meHs o4el,
JIrobGoBasicss MHOW.

Bce noapyru ¢ 3aBUCTBIO
Ha mens rsapr.

«YT10 32 yyno-napoyka», —
Crapuku TBEpAAT.

A Tenepb JTOOMMBINA MO
Cran coBceMm Jpyrou,
Bce Te nacku npexHue
Otnaer npyroit.

Yem oHa KpacaBula,
Yem nyuriie MeHs?
OTtbupaer MIIOrO
Hpyra ot MeHsl.

[Tomoru, poaHas mMarb,
CornepHuity cryonTh
Wnu cepnity 6eqaomy
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3arnpeTu JIIOOUTb.

«AX, pogHas MOs J104b,
Uem 1ebe momMousb?
Kak cymena nmomoouTs,
Tak cymeii 3a0bITb».
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XX

B a10T Beuep Bce movemy-To JIerSiM cHaTh O4YeHb paHo. Bepa mepBasi ckpbUlach MO Hapbl.
®onaps ropen. I1o yriam eme 6opmoTanu. S BEIHYJI KHUXKKY M IPUCTPOUICS K (DOHAPIO.

Mens Bcero noakuny/jo. PoHaph 3aKavyayicss pOBHO U OBICTPO, KaK METPOHOM, U JITMHHOE
T1aMsl BBICYHYJIOCh, 0OJIM3aJI0 CTEKJIO U OCTABUJIO HA HEM YEpHBIE KUPHBIE TOJIOCH KOTTOTH. Y Iapuil
pas3pbiB, KAKOM-TO HEIPOMKHUI, IJIyXOBAThI, CMEIIaHHbIN C TPECKOM pa3iambiBaeMoro jaepesa. Haua-
nack 6GomMOapaAUpoBKa pazbe3zia. JIeTunk jieTaq HeBBICOKO U MeTall 3a)KuraTesibHble O0MOBI IPSIMO B
HAIII SIIEJIOH.

Mbl He cpa3y OMOMHWINCH U TIOHSUIM, YTO MTPOUCXOAUT. AcllaMa3siH MepBbli KPUKHYII: «bom-
O6apoupoBka!» Kanurania ¢ Boriem 6pocuiiachk B iBepb. Bee Toxke puHyuch. [IBepu He mongaBa-
nmck. JIeBUT Oeskal Mo JIIO/ISIM C BRIpaKEHUEM TAKOTO OTUYasHUS, YTO Y MeHs 3ajpokaiu KojieHn. Ha
XOJy OH IIAIKOW cruxHy (poHaph. Bepa MeTHynach B TeMHOTE, Kak OyATO BETPOM ee CIIyJI0, CXBa-
THJIa MEHsI 32 PYKY M KUHYJIaCh K BBIXOAY. AciamassiH BO3WICS ¢ iBepblo. OHa HAKOHEI] OTKPbLIACh.
JIeBUT BBIMPHITHYJI TIEPBBIM U OEXKaJI [0 CHETY uepe3 XOJIMHUK B JIONMHY. BoKpyr Hero Oesxalu Jiioau
CO BCex BaroHoB. bbulo THX0, Bce MoTuaiy, MpoBaIMBasiCh B CHer. BaroH omycreit. AciamassiH B35
MaJieHbKy10 JIapucKy, KoTopast Kperko crajia, v Moles UCKaTh KanuTaHIy. S ocraincs oguH.

S1 6bUT B OTBpPATUTESIHHOM, CAMOM KMBOTHOM CTpaxe M C TPYIOM 3acTaBWJI ceOsl He Oexarb
3a Ipyrumu. $1 Hajen IMMHENTs U cell K MeYKe, KoTopas elie Topesnia. Pa3pbiBoOB He ObLIO OOJbIIEe, HO
I'yJI MOTOpa €llie pa3JaBajics ¢ BOIOLIMM TpeckoM. [Torom nocneimancs mynemer. 51 cxancs, CTUCHYI
KOJICHU, BIABUJI B ce0s1 JIOKTH, KaK Oy/ITO 9TO MOIJIO MEHSI CIIacTU. DTO ObLT HACTOSIINH, KECTOKHIA
crpax cMeptu. Tam, B MOUX YIylIbsiX, ObUIa Kakas-TO MbICTb. 3/1eCh ee He OblIo. 1 Oosiics cTeH,
KOTOPBIE MOTJIM OOPYIIMTLCS M pa3aBUTh MEHSI.

Crajo Tux0, HO CTpax OT 3TOrO TOJbKO HATATUBAJICS, KaK CTpyHa. 1 B3IPOrHYJ, KOrja JBepb
BaroHa packpbuiack. Bepa Opocuiack KO MHe.

— T Goumbest, Bepouka? — cipocuin 5.

Bepa cHauasia He MoOrJIa OTBEYaTh, [IOTOM JIMXOPAIOUHO OBICTPO 3arOBOPHIIA, YITPAIIMBAs MEHS
ceiyac e YIUTH OTCIo[la U Ha HOUb CIIPSTaThCs C HEW B JIEPEBHE.

3BYK MOTOpa CHOBA MOCJIBIIANICA U 3aTUX. «3ax0d», — NoAyMal .

— Yro Tb1, Bepouka, KTO %e Ham pa3peruT yutu? — ckazain .

ITotom paznasicst HEUCTOBBIN TpPeck, a Bepa ncyesna Tak BHE3AIHO, YTO 1 C YAUBJIEHUEM OIJIs-
nesncsi. Bomba romnasia HaKOHeI[ B OIMH U3 BaroHOB, IIIArOB 32 COPOK OT HAC; HO 3TO ObLIA YK MOCIe -
Hs1s1. Bckope Bce moHeMHOry Hayaiu coouparhcs B BaroHe. 51 Bbien uckats Bepy. OHa cTosiia Takas
M3MYYeHHasi, YTO HOTH el He MOBUHOBaIMCh. OHA CHOBA CTajia IPOCUTh MEHS YUTU C Hell B IEPEBHIO.

— Bepouka, Bce yke KOHUYWJIOCh, U TIPUTOM 3TO CMEIIIHO TaK CHacaThCs, — CKa3all sl.

Bepa ropsko pacruiakanace.

— ThI MPOCTO HE XOUEIllb CO MHOUM UJTH, Thl MEHS CTBIIMIIIBLCS, — CKazasia Bepa.

— Banop, — oTBeTHIT S ¥ TIOBEJI ee B TEIUTYIIKY. TaMm cTosiio cTpaiHoe Bo3OyxaeHue. B cocen-
HUX BaroHax ObuTH youTsle. HUKTO He pemasics jgedyb. [IoMUHYTHO BhIOETaIM CITyIIaTh, HE TYIUT JId
CHOBA MOTOD.

— Huna AnekceeBHa 1iena? — cripocu 1 AcjiamassiHa, MOSIBUBILIETOCS MOC/IEHUM.

— ’KuBa-310poBa, — cka3al OH 1 OOBSIBUII MPUKA3 HAYAIbCTBA: BCEM JIOISIM HEMe/IJIeHHO MTOKH-
HYTb BaroHbl U I0 0COOOT0 pacriopsikeHHs paccenThCs B iepeBHe KameHke.

Bepa Bcs BckuHysach. Ycranocth ee cpady ucyesna. OHa MPHUHSIIACH JIMXOPAJOYHO COOU-
partbcsl.

— TuI uaels co MHOM, — cKa3aja OHa.

— Koneuno, ¢ To6o¥, Bepouka, — OTBETHT 4.
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Mpl ynum nociie Bcex. bouia yxe teMHass Houb. MeHs IMXOpaJnJIo, IO, XOIOIHBIM BETPOM £
YyBCTBOBaJ cebs1 coBceM OobHBIM. Bepa MeHs Bena. Mbl ocTyJasuch B U30YIIKY C TIPOJABJICHHON
COJIOMEHHOM KpbILIEH.
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MarneHnbKasi, C pyMsIHBIM JIMIIOM, BEUHO B IUIATKE, BEYHO MEPETANTHIBAIONIASICS C MeCTa Ha
MECTO, TIOX03Kasi Ha KOPsIBOE JIEPEBO, Hallla Xo3siika AHHa. KpolieuHast KOMHaTKa B iBa OKHa, HEKpa-
IIEHBIN CTOJ, IBE JIABKH, PYH/IYK, TIe4b U XOPBl U 3eMJISTHOM, B yXabax U KOJIIOOMHAX, TMOJ, B YIIIy
MKOHA — BOT Hama n36a. Mbl ¢ Bepoukoil k1M Ha Hapax, Ha3bIBAEMBIX 3/IeCh TOYEMY-TO XOPaMH,
BO3JIE MEYKH, Ha MOCTEM, YCTPOSHHON U3 HAlllMX IIMHEJeH, TUie[a U MOoJeBOM CYMKH C KHUTaMH,
KOTOpasi CITy’K1JjIa MoAyniKoi. Bepa yctponsa Hare Joke U Tak JTo00Bajiach UM, Kak OyITo BHesa
B HEM CBOM MopTpeT. B Toi jke KOMHaTKe BMeCTe C HaMU XK1Jjla X03s1Ka C MaJIeHbKUM IIECTHIIETHUM
ceiHOM Carrieid, KOTOpPbIi TeJT 1EeJIbIMUA AHSIMHU, TOHEHbKO, KaK KOMapuK, IepeBupasi Bce CI0Ba, HO
HUKOT/1a He (patbllvBsl B Mestoauu. Bepa yumina ero neceHkam. 113 OKOH Mbl BUJIEIM CKAThl XOJIMOB U B
COJIHEYHBIE JTHU CMOTPEJIH, KaK OEryT 10 HUM TOHKHE CTPYHKH MIOTOKOB. DIIEJIOH CTOSLT 32 XOJIMaMH.

Ha crone nosiBiioch MOXOMHOE 3epKaliblie U3 MOETo Hececcepa U BeprHbl KOpoOOUKH, Myape-
HUILIBL 1 (priakoHbL. Most poTorpacusi Toxke Bblexasia Ha CBET M ObLIa ITPUCTIOHEHa K 3epkaiy. A cuaen
3a CTOJIOM KakK XO3siMH. Bepa KpyXuiach o KOMHATKe, BCIO €€ 3aroHsst COOOH, paccTaBiisijia, pac-
KJIapIBaJIa ¥ BCSIKYI0O MUHYTY nofg0erasia ko MHe. [ToToM ofeBanach Kak MOKHO HapsiiHee, Jefiaja
ce0e BBICOKYIO IPUYECKY U CauiIach psoM co MHOM. $1 Opai ee 3a Tuieun; OHa KJjajia ToJIoBy MHE
Ha Ipyab.

— TebGe HpaBuTCH, Kak 51 Bce ycTpowia? — crpammbaia Bepa.

— Tb1 MHE HpaBUIIILCS, THI OOJIBIIIE BCETO HA CBETE, — OTBEYAII 5.

Bepa stum ynosneTBopsiach.

— A Tebe He CKYYHO TaK KHUTh? — CIIPOCHII 5.

— Tel MeHs TONBKO JTOOU, TOraa He OyIeT CKy4YHO, — cKkazajia Bepa, HO HEOXHIaHHO Mpuda-
Buiia: — [IycTu MeHsI IOKaTaThCsl BEPXOM.

— Kak 310 — nokararbcst BepxoM? — CIIPOCHJT s CO CTPAIITHBIM YAUBJICHHEM.

— MeHns npurnamaer oquH Ka3ak.

— Jla oTKyga e Thl ero B3sij1a? — CIIPOCUIT 1.

— MBI MO3HAKOMUJIUCH HA CTAHIIMH.

— Korga xe?

— Bo Bpems 6oMOapaupoBKU. MBI BMECTE CIIaCaIUCh.

— Hy, Torga, pasymeercs, noes:xaii, — ckazal f.

— MHe o4eHb Xo4eTcs, — cKa3ayia Bepa v ObICTpO morieioBaia MeHsI B I'yOBI.

— IToe3xaii, — OTBETHI 4.

— TonbKo THI HE TyMail HUYEro 1ypHOro, — cka3aja Bepa u cHoBa MeHs nonesioBasa.

— Mozxelnp exaTh, — OTBETHIT 1.

— Ecnm TeGe HenmpusTHO, s He Moey, — cka3aia Bepa.

— 51 He MpUHMMAaIO0 HUKAKKX KEPTB, — OTBETHII 51

— A s Bce npuayMa’a, MIJIbIA, HIKAKOTO Ka3aka HeT, 51 XO4Y, YTOObI TOJIbKO Thl ObLJI CO MHOM, —
ckazasia Bepa u Kperko npuskaiach KO MHE.

Beuepamu mbl 3axuramu cerenl. [Ipuxonun AcnamaszsiH. Mbl ycaxuBainch K croiny. Bepa
OJTHOM PYKOU Wrpajia B KapThl C Ac/IaMa3siHOM, a JIPYroi pyKor oOHMMaa MeHs. MaslbuuK Telt, Kak
CBEpUOK. AHHYIIIKa Mpsiia. B ryxoii u30e, v psgoM co MHOM, OblTa xkuBast ManoH Jlecko, B KpacHOM
LIEJIKOBOM ILJIaThe, C BHICOKOM MPUYECKON, MPUIaBaBIlel el cXoncTBo ¢ Mapueii- AHTyaHeTTOil.

VY meHs ObUT M3/1aBHA KaKOK-TO CMYTHBIA 00pa3 Mapuu-AHTyaHEeTTbl, He TO MPUAyMaHHBIH,
HE TO TIPOYMTAHHBIN WM T/Ie-TO YBUICHHbIA: Mapusi-AHTyaHeTTa CTOUT y OKHA, CIIMHOM K 3ajy,
¢ 6e3MepHBIM HAIpsIKEHUEM CMOTPUT, Kak Oecutcsi Hapos iepen ABopiioM. [Totom oHa pe3ko moBo-
pauMBaeTcs — ee JIMIO Bce MOKPO OT noTa. CyiecTBo OT IJIaMeHH, BHE (pOPMBI, BCE CTPACTH C SICHO-
CTBIO OTIIEUATHIBAIOTCSI HA N3MEHYMBOM, TIOIBHKHOM JIHIIE.
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3HauMT, €CTh U B BOCEMHA/IIIATOM BEKE — TAKOM COBEPIIIEHHOM U 0OPEYEHHOM CMEPTH — YepPThI
IOHOCTU ¥l HECOBEPILIEHCTBA, KOTOPHIE TSHYTCS B OyAyIliee U pa3pelaoTcsi B pPOMaHTU3ME.
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Cgerer| racwim paHo. MaipuuKk U AHHYIIKA HECJIBIIITHO 3achillayid Ha reuke. B n3be Obuio
KapKo. Ml 3aJbIXaJIMChb Ha XOpax. ColoMUHKHU IMPOKAJIbIBAJIA TUIC U ITPUKJICUBAJIMCD K TCITY. Bepa
CTAaHOBWJIACh KAKOKI-TO APYIOi; s [yMaJl, YTO TYT OHA MO-HACTOSIILIEMY MHE OTKpbIBaeTcs. Uto-To
PacTBOPSUIOCH B 9TOM TEMHOTE, B TOPSTYEM U BJIAXHOM Bo3yxe. TOHeHbKasl JIeBOUKa ucyesasna. Mue
Ka3aJioch, 4To Bepa craHoBuUTCSI 00IIBINION U cTporoit. KpoBb y MeHsI puiTiBajia K BACKAM M HAUMHAJIA
OOJIHO CTy4YaTh. Y/IyIibe MOACTYNAIO KO MHE; Cepiile KOJOTUIOCh TaK, YTO s PyKOM ObUT JOJIKEH
JepXKarhb ero.

B CEPCANHEC HOUM Mbl HAUMHAJIN TOBOPUTD.

— 1 Bce X0y 3HaTh O TeOe, — TOBOPHLI 1.

Bepa cama o ce6e mano 3Hana. Y Hee ObUIM TOJNBKO OTPBIBKM, OCKOJIOYKH, KOTOPBIX OHA HE
yMena cooparb. OHM CTPEMHUTEIBHO CMEHSUIUCh U CMEIIUBAINUCh. KaKoW-TO OCTPEeHbKUI KOHUMK
3acTpeBall B KaXI0M pacckase. S npukacaiics K 1oHOCTH. [lemeBbie KuHeMaTorpadbl, rjie CTost J0KU-
JaK0TCs Havasia ceancoB. [1oipyru, ¢ KOTOPHIMU KaK-TO HE BBIXOIUIIO HUKAKOTO BeceJbsl. JIECTHUIIbI C
TYCKJIBIM 3JIEKTPUYECTBOM, IJIe TIOTUXOHBKY Kpacuiu ryobl. ToMiieHue, He pa3pelaomnieecs: HUUeM.
BCILHLIG MAPYHIKKU, KOTOPLIC KOHYAJIUCh MMOYTH OPruAaAMU, TOKE 6CIIH])IMI/I. 3aHI/ICO‘{KI/I, MaJIbBYUKU,
KOPHUIOPBI Ha TeaTpajibHBIX Kypcax. Maipuuk JleBa B KOPOTEHBKOM CTapOM MaJIbTO, KOTOPBIM BAPYT
npeoOpasuiicsi B HOBOM KocTioMe U motiesioBan Bepy. [Totom cpa3y 3aMykecTBO ¢ MOXUIBIM COCe-
JIOM, Karipu3bl, OOU/IBI M YTO-TO JIAKe COBCEM HEeXOpoIliee: MyX ObUI CO CTPAHHOCTSIMHU.

— OH MeHs mouemy-To IIMIAJ, — pacckazaia MHe Bepa.

Hauaso BoiiHbI 1 BEPCHULIA MOJITHUCHOCHBIX POMAHOB, HAYMHAIOIIMNXCA BCEraa C HIO6OHHTCTB3.

— Pa3Be ThI HUKOTO U3 HUX He ToOUIa? — CIPOCHUIT 5.

— Jliobuna, — cka3ana Bepa, — TonbKo Tenepb 51 gymaro, 4to He Joomnia. C ToOO! y MeHsI COBceM
He T0. M HuKorma g He Obl1a Tak CYACTIIMBA, KaK ¢ TOOOM.

— A TBOEro BTOPOro Myka, TAKOrO KpacuBOro, AJelily, pa3Be Thl He JIIOOUIIH?

— U Koky?

— AX 1a, Bep UX OBLIO IBOE.

S monymai, uto 06a MOrIM ObITh BECEIBIMH TOBapUIlIaMK Bepe 1 HarmpacHo cTaim JIIoOOBHU-
kamu. {1 He cipocui Bepy, kak oHa paccraBajiach o CBOMMU Bo3moOneHHbIME. HaBepHoe, ee rpy0o
Opocanmu. A MoxeT ObITh, OHA CaMa YCKOJIb3asa 0e3 OObsCHEHUIA.

— 4 Tonpko TEOs OHOTO JII0OMIIA 1 JTIOJTIO Ha BCIO *KU3Hb, — CKa3asa Bepa.

S 3amoxnyincs. Bonocbl Bepbl npukienBanuch K MouM rydoam. OHa oOmsiTh MOKa3ajiach MHE
OOJIBIIION M CTPOTOM.

— Pacckaxu MHe TTpo CBOIO CEMBIO, — CITPOCHIT 1.

Teneps 51 gymMalo, 4To B 3TOM pacckase Bepa sydriie BUHA, YeM B COOCTBEHHBIX CBOMX OCKO-
JIOUKax U OTpbIBKax. [ToHeMHOTY, B HECKOJILKO HOYEH, OHA paccKa3ajla MHE TakK.

Babymika Bepbl — KpecTbsiHCKasi JIeByIIKa Te-TO B sIpociaBckoi nepeBHe. Korma eit Obuto
YETBIPHA/ILIATh JIET, €€ U3HACWIOBAJI B Jiecy Heu3BecTHBIN oduiiep. OHa ponuia Bepuny marts.

C He3akoHHBIM peOESHKOM B JIepeBHE Heslb3si ObLIo KuTh. baOymika (ee 3Baymm Kareit) yexana
B IletepOypr, a 1eBOUKY OCTaBWJIa TETKE, SIPOCIABCKOM 0abe-TOproBke, 37101 U kagHoM. [IeBouka
OblTa HecuacTmBa. A cama Kars crasia, HACKOJIBKO sI TIOHSIT, Y€M-TO BPOJIE IIAHTAHHON TICBUIIBI U,
KaK BUJIHO, Toruia mo pykam. Cyap0a pycckoil rpuseTku u3BectHa. Copoka JieT ¢ HeOOMbIIM, ykKe
Ha namsaTu Bepsl, OHa ymepra OT 4axOTKU B OOJIbHHUIIE, OpOIIEHHAs] CBOMM IOC/ICIHUM JTIOOOBHHU-
KOM, KaKMM-TO MaJIbYMKOM-CTYJeHTOM. [lepesl cMepThio Tiesia Ha BCIO MajiaTy MOJIOIBIM U 3BOHKUM
rojiocoM. Bepa 3aroMHmIIa ee KanoThl ¢ OONBIIMMU pa3pe3aMu Ha pykaBax. Korma 6a0yiika nexana,
3aKMHYB PYKH, PyKaBa PaCKPBIBAIUCH, KaK KPbLIbA.
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CynpOa matepu miporrie. [locie ckydHoro u 6efHOro JeTCTBa ¢ TETKOW-TOPrOBKOM OHA KaKHUM-
TO CIIOCOOOM TONasia B TOPOJ, IJe-TO Y4miach (3T0 ObUIO B MEpBbIe TOAbl PEBOJIOINHN), padoTasa
Ha TabayHoOU (haOpuke, IOTOM cTaja TenepOHHON OaphiliHel. APTUCTU3MA B HEl, MOXET ObITh, HE
ObLJIO, HO JPYTUe YepThl TPU3ETKU HAJMIIO, B OCOOEHHOCTU — cinaboe cepaiie. MUMOXOIOM MOSIBIIS-
ercst 371ech ee mepBblid Myxk — Bepun ortenr. OH, BUAMMO, KaK-TO MPOIIES CTOPOHON, MUMO KH3HU
CBOEH JKeHBI U JOUepH, He YCTPOUJI CEMbH, HE OCTABWII HU B YeM oTrieuarka. Booobie nist Bepsl otent
KaK-TO HEXapaKTepeH; ee POIOCIOBHAS CTPOUTCS TOJIBKO MO KEHCKOW JIMHUM, B TUHACTUHM PYCCKUX
IpU3ETOK, KOTOpylo Bepa 3aBepiiiaeT U BO3BOIUT HAa HOBYIO cTyrieHb. Oten — Anekceit MiBanoBuY
HcaeB, ObIBIIMI yHTEP-O(HIIEp BpEMEH I'eépMaHCKON BOWHBI, TIO TTPOECcCcru I0BEIUp, MPeCTaBIs-
eTCs1 MHE CUJIBHBIM, HEMOJIOZBIM Y MOTYQJTUBBIM, HECKOJIBKO JIAKe MPauyHbIM MYKUYMHOMU, CIIOCOOHBIM
Ha Oonbinue yyBcTBa. OH ObUT HecuacTvB. Bepa HMUero He ymena o HeM pacckaszath. [TomHMIIA
TOJIBKO, YTO, KOIJIa MaTh CTajia IyJsiTh, OTEll Ha4ajl MUTh, HECKOJIBKO pa3 Opocasics B OCIleHCTBE Ha
JKeHy, HO HUKora He 6w, OH yMep Kak-TO HEOXKUIAHHO, CIIOBHO AJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI YCTYIIUTh MECTO
apyrum. Ero coOcTBeHHast pojib OKa3aiach BTOPOCTETICHHOW U OYeHb KOPOTKOM.

3a HUM TOoCIeIoBaIM Apyrie. Bepa U3 novyepHero nuerera ux He nepedrcisiia. Tonbko paau
9K30THKH YIIOMSIHYJIA O HETrpe U3 KaKoro-To Jka3-0aHaa. MaTb nucana JHEBHUK, a Bepa mOTUXOHbKY
ero uuTasa.

Bropoii My, coBceM ellle I0HOIIA, KaKOK-TO CYETOBO, YChIHOBUI Bepy. Math Oblia Terepb
C HUM B pa3Bo[e.

— 3Haemnb, — ckazana Bepa, — oH Takoi Mononou. s meHs Oyner yxkac, eciii OH B MeHs
BITIOOUTCSI.

K ytpy u36a BbicThiBaza. CBETaJIO CKYNO M MejajeHHO. Bepa cHOBa cTaHOBHMJIACh TOHEHBKOM
JIEBOUYKOM U 3achlliajia y MeHs Ha Tuiede. BripakeHne CTpeMUTENbHOCTH JaXe BO CHE HE MCUe3alio
C ee JIuLa.
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JIHeM s He TIOMHMJI HOYHBIX Pa3roBopoB. OHU Kak-TO caMy COOOM MCcUYe3aId BMECTE CO BCEM,
YTO 51 3HAJ ¥ IOMHWJI paHblnie. MHe Ka3aaoch, YTO TOJIBKO TO M BO3MOKHO B MUPE, YTO OBLIO BOKPYT
MeHsl, — JTI00OBb, N30a MOJ] COJIOMEHHOU KPBIIIEN U CHEKHbIE TypIENUCKIE XOJIMBI, T/Ie-TO TaM CIIMBa-
IoMecs ¢ HeboMm.

S BcraBau pasblle Bcex. Manpuuk 1 AHHYIIKA TUXO JIeXKaiau Ha neuke. Bepa eme cnana. S
BBIIIIEJT K OKOJIHILIE. YTPO OBLIIO XOJIOIHBIM U MITTUCTBIM. CepeOpsiHble TPYOOUKH 3aMH/AEBEION COJIOMBI
JIeXay Ha Kpblie. Bce TpaBUHKY, KYCTUKH U JAJIbHUE JIEPEBbsI CTOSLIU Oelible, TOKPHIThIE NHEEM.

Boi1o tuxo u mycto. $1 60s1cs rTyOOKO B3I0XHYTh, YTOOBI HE HAPYIIUTD TOM TUIIUHBL Hesa-
METHO — BriepBble Oe3 Bepsl — s 3amien Kyna-to B nojist. OAMHOYECTBO CTANI0O MHE HENPUBBIYHBIM.
[Nosnst nokazanuch MHE HOBBIMHU — IIUPOKMMU M CBETJIBIMH, Kak OyTO paHblle s1 MX He Buenl. f cam
HE 3aMeTIJI, KaK yIes JaJeKo B CTOPOHY OT JIEpeBHHU, K TOW camoii porrie, rae Bepa cobpasa cBoit
MoCJIe/IHNY OyKeT.

Uro-To BpoAe mpucTyna Kak OyATO JOJNro CACP:KMBAEMON M HAKOHEI] HaXJIbIHYBIIEH TOCKH
Havyasoch y MeHs. «Heyxenu s1 coBcem motepsit cedsl, — ogyMall s, — U HUKOrJa He YBUKY ceOs
MPeXHUM, He CMOTy OOJIbIIIe COSMHSATh U CBSA3BIBATh B ceOe KyCOUYKM MHUpA TaK, YTOObI BO3HUKA
0COOEHHBII, MO COOCTBEHHBI MHP, C KOTOPBIM $I TIOBCIOAY U MO-BCSIKOMY CYMEIO KUTh». 1 BCIIOM-
HWI CBOU TIPEKHHIE MBICIIM O CYACThE: PaHbIlie OHO MPEACTABIISIIOCh MHE KaKUM-TO TETEBCKUM, POB-
HBIM 1 OECKOHEUHBIM, KAKMM-TO UTOT'OM 3HAHMsI, TBOPUECTBA M CBOOOBL. Bee 310 ncuesano psgom
¢ Bepoii.

«B pomaHTH3Me Jpyroe cuactee, — nopymai s1. — PoMaHTU3M paspbiBaeT (popmy, U C HEro
HauuHaeTcs pacraja cTuisd. TyT 1oHOCTh U OyHTapcTBO. A OYHTYIOT — MellaHe. Benvkuii u coBep-
1meHHbIi [€1e ¢ npeHeOpekeHneM OTHOCUJICSA K pOMaHTHKaM, MOTOMY YTO BUJIEN B HUX MelaH. Bo
BCSIKOW I0HOCTH €CTh poMaHTu3M. U cuactbe 371ech ObICTpoe, mpexosiiiee, HU ¢ 4YeM Kak OyITo He
CBSI3aHHOE; HE 3Haelllb, KaK ylepKarh ero. B poMaHTH3Me HET TOCKH, IIOTOMY YTO OH He oOparaercs
K MPOIIJIOMY; Y HETO M HET MPOIILJIOro. BMecTo Tocku B HeM TOMJIEHHE: TPeIYyBCTBUE UJTH OKHUJAHUE
TOTO, YTO OyJeT».

41 Bce yrpo xoaun no nosisiM. Korna 51 BepHysicst B u30y, Bepa He BcTana u He 6pocuiiach MHe
HaBCTpeuy, Kak OHa Jiesiayia Bceraa. Bee MoM MbIciu Kyaa-To ucdesnu. §1 ¢ TpeBoroi Bolesn B KOM-
HaTy.

— Th1, kKaxercs, makana, Bepouka? — cripocur .

— Her, — ckazana Bepa.

— Yt0-HUOYAH CITyYMIIOCH TUI0X0€? — CIIPOCHIT 1.

— Huuero He cimyuninock, — otBeTiiia Bepa, 0TBOpaumBasich, Tak YTO I IMOLIEJIOBA €€ B 3aThUIOK
BMECTO IIIEKH. — 3a TOOO0M 3axoani AcnamassiH.

— 3auem?

— He 3Ha10. BBI3BIBAIOT B 3IIEJIOH.

— omxkHO OBITh, MIOEIEM OTCIONA, — CKa3all 5. — A 4TO ke, AcJIaMa3siH 3aiiJIeT elle pa3 Wi MHe
caMoMy HYKHO Kyaa-HUOYAb UITU?

— 3aiiger, — ckazana Bepa u pacriiakanace.

— Bepa, urto-To mpousonwio y teds ¢ AciamasssHOM, — CKa3al si.

— Her, — orBeTnna Bepa ckBO3b Clie3bl.

S BCTAJI M OTOILIEN K OKHY.

— Bepa, s1 Te0s1 OueHb MpOIIly: MepecTaHb IUIaKaTh U PacCKakM MHE BCe, YTO TYT ObuIo Oe3
MeHS, — CKazal .

— 3auem Thl MeHsI OCTaBJIsielb OIHYy? — cka3asa Bepa.
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— Tocnonu, 1a He W3-3a 3TOroO *e THl Twiaven b! Thl cmana; s yXOAua COBCEM HEHAJoNro, —
CKazaJ s ¢ pa3ipakeHUeM.

— 41 3Hat0, MoYeMy THI yIIies, ¥ 3Ha0, I/ie Thl ObLT, — cKa3asia Bepa.

— TyT 1 3HaTh HEYero, — ckazalm f.

— Tebe Ge3paznmuuHO, UTO 5 OfIHA, — CKa3aia Bepa M HEOKUAAHHO CTajia CMEeSIThCSI.

— Jla THI cOBceM He ofiHa ObUIa; cama e TOBOPHIIh, YTO MPUXOIWT AclaMa3siH, — OTBETHII S1.

— A THI He BOOOpaxaii, uto AcinamassH Tede Takoit qpyr. OH X0Te MeHs MOLIe/IOBaTh, — CKa3asa
Bepa.

— 51 B 3TOM He comHeBasics. VI Kpome TOro, s BIOJIHE YBEPEH, UTO ThI caMa ero IiejioBaja, —
CKa3aJ s ¢ BUJIOM IOJTHOTO PaBHOIYIIIHS.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[TpouuTaiitTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEIMKOM, KYIHB IIOJHYIO JIeraabHYI0 Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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