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YACTD IIEPBAS

PockomHbiil oM kHs13st Anekcanapa JlanunoBuya MeHIIMKOBA, 4TO Ha
BacuibeBckoM ocCTpoBe, MpeAcTaBisii HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE oxuBjieHue. C
yTpa 10 HOYM TOJIAa OCAXKIaJla €ro, NObE3IKAIN BCEBO3MOKHbBIE DKUIIAXKH,
Yy BCEX BXOJIOB U BBIXOJIOB IIOMEIIAINCH KapayJibl TBAPIAUU.

Jleno B TOM, 4TO BOT yXe OOJibllle JABYX MECSLEB, MOYTU C CaMOU
KOHYMHBI HUMIEpPATPUIlbl, B 3TOM JIOME€ HUMeN NpeObIBaHUE MaJleHbKUN
MMIIEPATOP.

Cpemnedmuii  KHI3b  MEHIIMKOB, KOTJA-TO OOWKWUN  YIWYHBIN
MaJIBYMIIKA, NOTEWHbIA ToBapuul IleTtpa, mMOTOM 3HAMEHUTBIA €T0
CIIOABWXXHUK,«JUTA  MOEro CepAua», IO BBIPAXKECHUIO ITOKOMHOIO
MMIIEpaTopa, [OYTH IIOJHONPABHBIM X03dMH Poccum B mapcrBoBaHue
Exarepunsl I, Teneps yxe He Benasl HaJl cOOOW HMYbEW BIIACTH U HUYBETO
KOHTPOJIsS. XOTsl, COMNIACHO €KATEPUHUHCKOMY 3aBEIlIaHHI0, OH 00s3aH ObLI
BEpUIUTH Bce jena ¢ contacus BepxosHoro CoBera, HO, KOHEYHO, 3TO OBLIO
TOJIBKO Ha CJIOBAX, a HA JIeJie OH ympasisl Poccuen, kak eMy B3AyMaeTcCsl.
Jla u k10 Mor emy mpoTuBUTHCSI? Ero moub Oblia 0OBsBIEHA HEBECTOIO
Iletpa II. EMy HUKTO HE MOT BOCHPENATCTBOBATh EPEBE3TH UMIIEPATOPA K
cebe 1, TakuM 00pa3oM, OTCTPAHUTH OT HETO BCAKOE TIOCTOPOHHEE BIMSIHUE.

beuto cnaBHoe neTHee yTpo. CTaiin moroBapuBarh O MEpPEE3ae 1BOpa B
[lereprod; HO moOKyHga emie TOpPOJACKAsl XU3Hb IUIA CBOUM IOPSIKOM:
YUYUTEIISI AaKKypaTHO MPUXOAWIN JaBATh YPOKU UMIIEPATOPy, U TENEPh OINH
Y3 HUX TOJBKO YTO BBILIEI U3 €T0 allapTaMEHTOB.

[letp II cumen 3a pabouWm CTOJIOM, OKpPY>KEHHBIM Oymaramu,
YEpPTEKAMU U BCEBO3MOXKHBIMU MAaTE€MaTUYECKUMU HHCTPYMEHTAMH, — €My
HY)KHO OBLIO TPUTOTOBUTHCS K cledyromiemMy ypoky. Ho oH, Bugumo,
CKy4daJl 3a CBOMM JIEJIOM; OH IIOCMarpuBaj B OKHO Ha HeBy, mo xoropou
MEJIBKAJIM JIOJKU, U HETEPIEIUBO MPUCITYIIUBAICSA, OYEBUIHO, IOMKUIAS
KOT'O-TO.

BTtopomy pycckoMy MMIepaTopy HEOABHO HMCIOJHWIOCH JIBEHAALATh
JIET, HO OH Ka3ajcs CcTapuie cBOero Bo3pacra. [IOJHbBIM, BBICOKUH, C



HEOOBIKHOBEHHOU OENM3HBI JTULIOM, C IPEKPACHBIMU T'OJIyOBIMHU IJ1a3aMH, OH
HEBOJILHO OOpalaj Ha ceOsd BHUMAaHUE; HAyAPEHHBIN, 3aBUTHI MEJIKUMHU
OyKJISIMH TapUK, 110 MOJIE€ TOTO BPEMEHH, €IlIe OOJIbLIE BBIAEISUI KPACOTY
sToro nuta. [leTp ObLT TOX0XK Ha CBOIO MaTh, «KpoHmpuHiieccy» lllapmorry,
Y HUYETO HE HaCJIeI0Baj OT OTIa, apeBr4a AJIeKcesl.

Bor B coceaHeil komMHaTe MOCHBIIAINCH Mmard. [[Bepp OBICTPO
OTBOpWJIach, M Ha TOpOre IoKaszajlach HeOoJblIas >KEeHCKas Qurypa.
Bomenmas neBymka Oblla TOXE TMOYTH PEeOEHKOM M B HEH cpaszy
3aMeyaoch CXOJCTBO C UMIIEPATOPOM. XOTs OHa Oblia COBCEM HE Xopolla,
C HENpaBWIbHBIMM YepTaMH JIMIl[Aa, HO [Ja3a €€ CHUsJIM HeOoObYalHOM
A00pOTOM W OOHapyXUBajdu MPUCYTCTBUE MBICIM U JaXe KaKoON-TO
HEJETCKOM 3aJyMUYMBOCTH, YJIbIOKAa €€ MpHUBJIEKalIa K ce0e BCeX, KTO HHU
CMOTpEJ Ha Hee.

Bolins B koMHaTy nMIiepaTopa, AeBYIKa OKHMHYJA €€ ObICTPHIM B30pOM
U, YBHUJIEB, YTO HET HHUKOTO, CO CJIa00 BCHBIXHYBIIMM pPYMSHIIEM Ha
OnmeaHbIX IIekax momdexana k IleTpy u oxBaruia ero mie0 CBOMMU
TOHKUMH PYKaMHU.

— Harama, — pafocTHO BBITOBOPUII UMIEPATOP, — S AABHO KIY
Tebs! A nyman, Tel He npuaenb, XoTss AHApeil MBaHbIY U CKa3ayl MHE, 4TO
ThI OyJIEIlIb HABEPHO.

— Mens 3anepxanu, — OTBETWJIA BelMKas KHskHa Hartanbs, — HO
BeJlb Thl 3HAEMIb, YTO €CIU s 4TO-HHUOymab Tebe obemaro, TO Bcerjga M
VCITOJIHIO.

— AX, cecTpulia, — nedanbHO npoumentan [letp, — oryero Tel He
KUBEIIb CO MHOKO? MEHS B MOCIIETHUE THU MPOCTO 3aMYYHIIA COBCEM 3TH
npotuBHbIe ypoku. [TocMoTpu, kakas cimaBHas noroja: mo Heee xouercs
nokararbcsi, a Anekcanap JlaHuibld HE IMyCKaeT... BCE YYUThCA, Ja
YYUTHCS. . .

— Hy, Bot, nmoroau, nmoroau, — yabpi0asiCh, 3arOBOPHIIA CECTPA, CKOPO
nepeeneM B llereprod, Tam Oymer Oomdbiie cBOOOAB. AHupeil BaHbIY
CKa3aJl, YTO BCE YK IPHUIOTOBJIEHO K Hallemy rnepee3ay. Beap Tel moOuIb
[Tereprod. [Momuumb, kak Beceno Obuio mpu 0alymike? Hy, BOT U ondarh
OyneM ycTpauBaTh pa3Hble MMpa3IHUKH, MacKapaibl, caM 3Haelllb, Kakas
JIuza Ha 3TO MacTepulia.

[Ipu >TOM MMeEHM sipKas Kpacka pas3jilmiach IO II€KaM MaJIeHbKOTO
uMIIepaTopa.



— A d4ro ke JIuza, — 3anuHasch, CIPOCUI OH, — OHA He Mpuexania ¢
TOOO0I0?

— Her, HO oHa OyzeT, oHa o0eriaia 3a MHOM 3a€Xarb.

JIBephb OIATh OTBOPHIIACH M BOLIEN IIJIOTHBIM YEJIOBEK CPEIHUX JIET, C
KPYIJIbIM, HECKOJBKO >KE€HCTBEHHBIM JIUIIOM, C MSTKUMHU BKpPaJIYMBBIMU
MaHEepaMH.

— 3a genom, rocynapb, — CKas3aj OH, KJIAHSSChb UMIIEpaTopy, — 3TO
xopotio. [Toyunurecs, moyuynutech — OTIAOXHYTh Oy/lEeT NpUsTHEE. ..

— DX, AHzpeu lBaHblY, Ja CIMIIKOM YK MHOIO YyueHsbs!.. Bor
cecTpulla Ipuexaiga, ¢ HeW Obl MOOBITH XOTENOCh. HEyXTO X HeNb3s
OTKa3aTh YUYUTEIIO XOTh HA CETOHS?

Bommeammit yneioaysmcs.

— S GBI, mOXaMyii, OTKa3aJI €My, XOTSI OH YK€ TYT JIO’KHUIaeTCsl, J1a YTO
&Ke CKaxeT KHA3b Anekcanap JlaHwiba?

— Aunekcannpa J[aHwnbplua HET aoMa, s BUAEH caM, KaKk OH yeXall.
[ony6uuk, Anapeit MBaHbIY, CKaKUTE YUYUTENIO0, YTO MHE HEKOIJa, 4To s
J€JIOM 3aHAT... Anekcanap JlaHunbld He y3HaeT Jaxe, Korga BEpHETCs, —
KTO EMY CKaXeT?

— Hy, xopomro, xopoio, s nouay, — orBeTust AHapen MBanoBud, —
TOJIBKO BbI YK TOMPOCUTE IJAPEBHY, UTOOBI OHA 32 MEHS 3aCTyNUJIACh, €CIU
KHS3b OyZIeT CepauThCS.

N Anppeit IBanoBuu OcTepMaH BbIIIEN U3 KOMHATBHI.

— Kako#t 100psIit 3T0T AHapei MBaHbIY, — OXKUBJICHHO 3arOBOPHUII
uMIiepaTop, odpamasch Kk cectpe. — BoT eciu Ob1 OH BceM pacropsbkaics,
He Takas Obuta Obl Haia >ku3Hb! OH OBl HE CTall MEHSI MYUYUTh U pa3ilydyarb
¢ ToOOH, cecTpulia.

— Jla, Annpeit IBanbI4 100pBIi Y€TOBEK, OH HAC JOYIIEBHO JIIOOUT, 5
€My BEpro, — 3aJlyMYMBO MPOrOBOpUJIA [IAPEBHA, — a KHA3I0 HE Bepro. S
0O0IOCh €ro 1 3HaI0, YTO OH HAacC HE JIFOOUT.

— Bunena Tbl cerofgHsi KHSXKHY, MO0 HEBECTY? — 3JI00HO CBEpPKHYB
ra3zamu, crpocud Iletp.

— Jla, g ceituac BcTpeTminach ¢ Heto. OHa ObLI0, XOTeNa UATH 32 MHOIO
CIOZIa, 14 €€ TIO3BAJIH.

— Bor eme veBupans! [loroBoputh He MaayT Kak CIEIyeT. 3HACHIb
yto, cecTpuna? CHauana emie HUYero ObLIO, a Temepb IMPOCTO MHE
MIPOTUBHO IIAAETh HAa HEE — Ha 3Ty Moo HeBecTy! [locMoTpH, Kakoe y Hee



JUIMHHOE JIMLO, KaK €CcTh Y AslekcaHipa [[aHniibiya; Bce MHE TaK U KaXeTcs,
YTO 3TO OH MEPENO MHOIO, KOTZA 51 TOBOPIO C HEIO. ..

[{apeBHa HMYErO HE OTBEYAJIA U TPYCTHO INIsAENIa CBOUMH OOJNBIIMMHU
razamu He murasi. OHa B37J0XHYJIa, HO BCE )K€ HUYETO HE cKa3alla.

— Haramenska, 4to e 310 Takoe? S BOT CeroiHs HOUbIO MPOCHYJICH,
BCE JyMal: Kak ke 3TO OyleT, Kakas € 3TO HEBEeCTa, KOIJa OHa MHE
MPOTHBHA U ... HE TSI Obl HA HEe HUKOTAA... AX, 3a4eM, 3aueM yMepiia
0abymka! Ona Obla q00past, st Bce Obl ckazan eit! MoxkeT ObITh, OHA U HE
nana Obl MEHS B OOHUTY.

— Mla, Benb, Bce 310, IleTpyia, Obuio emie npu OalyliKe penieHo;
pa3Be Thl HE TOMHHIIIb, KAK OHA ciymianack Anekcanapa Janvnbraa?

— Jla, ciymarh-TO CilynIanach, a TOJIBKO S 3HaK0, YTO MEHS BCE Ke Obl
B 00my He fana. babymika, korma Hamo, 3a ce0sl U 3a HAC TTOCTOATH yMeTa!

Ho Ha 5TOT pa3, BUIHO, HE CYXJACHO ObLJIO MaJCHHKOMY HUMIIEPATOPY
Mo JylIe MOTOBOPUTH C JIFOOMMOM cecTpoil. J[Bepb CHOBa OTBOpHIIACh, U B
KOMHATy BOeXaja pacKpacHEBIIAsCA M 3allbIXaBIIasiCs JEBYIIKa JIET
CEMHaaTH.

Iletp KuHyJICA K HEW HABCTpedy M OCTAHOBHWIICS IIEPE] HEH BECh
KPAaCHBIN, CUAIOUIMNA Jyuye3apHOl yiblOkoil. OH HECKOJbKO MIHOBEHUU
JaXe HE MOT CKa3aTb HU CJIOBa M TOJIBKO CMOTpEN Ha Bomeamyr. /la u,
JNEUCTBUTEIBHO, OBLJIO HAa YTO CMOTPETh. JTa JIeByLIKa Oblla B IOJHOM
CMBICJIE CJIOBA KpacaBWIlA: BBICOKasl, MOJHAs, CTPOHAsA, C POCKOIIHBIMH
TEMHO—30JIOTUCTBIMU  BOJIOCAMH, KUBBIMH TOJYOBIMH T[Jla3aMU |
OCJICTUIAIONIEH YNBIOKOM Ha pPyMSTHOM, HEKHOM JIMIIE, OHA IMPOU3BOAMIIA
BIIEYATIIEHUE CBETIIOTO JHA, JKMBOM PaJOoCTHOM *u3HU. Kazanock, 4To OHa
yabpi0aiach BCEM CYIIECTBOM CBOUM, M 3Ta IpeJIeCTHAs YIblOKa HE MOIJa
M3ITIaJIATHCA U3 MMAMATH pa3 B3MISTHYBIIETO HA HEE.

— Terymka, poporas, cmacubo, 4YTO 3amisiHyJa, — HaKOHEIl
nporoBopu [leTp, kinans cBou HeXHbIE Oelble PYKH Ha TUICYU JCBYIIKH U
KPETIKO €€ LIEeITyH.

— Au, au, TJIEMSHHUYEK, Thl OMSATh TaKk OOJBHO IETYyelIbCs, TOTO U
A KpoBb u3 ry0 moimer! Ckaszana, yto 3a ymu Oyay Jparh, €CiH
CTaHEIIb TaK LIEJIOBATHCH. . .

N necapesna Enunszasera [lerpoBHa B3siy1a XOPOILIEHBKOTO TIEMSHHUKA
34 YXO M CTUCHYJIA TaK M3PSAOHO, YTO OH JaK€ CHEeJIall HENPUTBOPHYIO
rpumacy ot OOJIH.



— Yaii, Bce JIEHUIIbCS, — CHOBA 3aroBOpujia OHa, — HEOOCh, TYJISITh
xouercs! [locagunm Monoana 3a BEPEBOUYKY, a JEHB-TO, JEHB-TO KakKoOM,
boxe moii, Tak BOT neTh U xoueTcs!.. Berperuna st TBoero 3Bepsi—iiepoepa,
e/IeT ce0e U HU Ha KOrO HE CMOTPHUT.

TyT oHa ceifuac ke U npeacTaBuia, kak eaet 3sepb—1iepoep. U Iletp, u
napeBHa Hartanbst He MOTIIM HE pa3pa3uThCs HEYACPKUMBIM XOXOTOM.

[Tox 3BepemM—I1epOepoOM MoOIpa3zyMeBacsi, KOHEUYHO, KHA3h AJIEKCAHIP
JlanunoBu4, U niecapeBHa EnuzaBera U3 CBOEro MpEIeCcTHOrO JUIA CyMena
MTHOBEHHO CJI€JIaTh )KMUBOE MOJI00ME €ro CyXOW U ropJeIuBOr (PUryphl.

— Yto0 3TO THI TYT NOJENBIBaCIIb? — cKa3aja EnuzaBera, mogdexas K
pabouemy crtonmy ummeparopa. — lludupp Bce, na miynbie QUIYpKH...
BuaHo, yMHBI TBOM yuuTElsl, 1a HE OYEHb, 3aueM Tebe Bce 31o? [la BOT
IIOTOJIH, ITOCTOM, pa3oM TeOe BCE ITO 3aMAYKAL0.

— A, ali, He Tporai, JIuzaHbka, 4YTO ThI 3TO, BEAb MHE XK€ KO
nocTaHercs!

Ho necapeBna He ciymana. OHa cXBaTWia KapaHJall U PSAOM C
KaKOH-TO TeoMeTpuyeckoil (urypod B MrHOBEHHE OKa HapucoBala
KapuKaTypy.

[lerp u necapeBHa Haranbsi B3DIAHYIM U ONATHh 3aJIMJIUCh TPOMKUM
CMEXOM: B KApUKAType OHU y3HAIIM TOTO K€ 3Bepsi—1iepoepa.

Ho Iletp ckopo mpekparusi CBOM CMEX U, JaXKe MOOJIETHEB HEMHOTO,
MIPUHSICS TIIATEJIBHO BRIUEPKUBATH KapUKaTYpYy.

— Yto ecnu OblI yBHUAEIH, YTO e€cin 0! — 03a00YEHHO IIeNnTal OH. —
Torna, moxkanyii, npomait u [lereprod: 1a 1 Bac k0 MHE MyCKaTh HE CTAJIH
OBl

— Hy, >xenana Obl 1 IOCMOTPETh, KTO ObI MEHS HE MycTUJ! — cKa3ana
EnuzaBera ¢ mpe3putenbHOi MUHKOU. — A 3Haete? Bort Bam Xpucroc, 4to
s CErofiHs 3BepIo—1iepOepy Ha YIHIIE A3bIK BbICYHYJA. Buaen unum Her, s He
3HAK0, a TOJIBKO BBICYHYJIA!

— Benap 1B OeccTpamnas, JInza, — 3amertwna napeBHa Haranbs, —
TOJILKO HE 3Hal0, XOPOIIIO JIK 3TO; KaK ObI 32 TAKKE TBOU MOCTYTMKHU JJIsT TEOSI
K€ XyJI0 HE BBIILIO.

— Jla, — o03abodenHo nporoBopui u [leTp, — BOT MBI TYT cMeeMcsl U
JAyMaeM, 4TO HUKTO HAac HE CIBIIINT, @ TOTO U KIU Yy JBEPU Ube-HUOYIb yXO
— 51 y’K HE pa3 3aMeydall, 4YTO MEHS MOACTYIINBAOT.

EnuzaBera nmonkpaniach K ABEPH, OBICTPO €€ OTBOpHUIIA, HO TaM HUKOTO
He ObLIO.



Eme Heckobko MUHYT IIPOJ0JKAJIACh OXKUBJIEHHAsI Oecenna B paboueit
KOMHaTe wumneparopa. llecapeBHa mnepebOpana U TmepecMoTpesia Bce
MPEAMETHI, KXY KHUXKKY, KXyl TeTpagb U COIPOBOXKJIala 3TOT
OCMOTP CBOMMH BECEJBIMHU IITyTKaMHU, TPUMACKaMHu U TiepeipasHUBaHUSIMU.
To m306pakana oHa KaKOTO-HUOYIb YUUTEIIS, TO BAPYT 3arOBOPHIIA TOJIOCOM
OctepmaHa, KONMpOBaJia €ro >KeCThl U MAaHEPHI, Ja TaK YIAUBUTEIBHO, YTO
caM OH, BOW/II B KOMHATY U 3aCTaB €€ BPACILIOX, HE MOT HE YJIBIOHYThCS.

— BoT BBl 4eM TyT 3aHUMaeTeCh, aW, MPUHIIECCA, U BaM HE Tpex
noAbpIMaTh HacMmex Bariero BepHoro ciayry! Toibko Bce paBHO s Oyay
MPOCUTh Bac MPEKPaTUTh 3TH IIYTKU, HE OOWABI pajau, s HE OOWUJIUUB, a
MOTOMY, 4YTO caM KHs3b AunekcaHap JlaHunoBHY BEpHYJICS M CHOIA
ILIECTBOBATh U3BOJIUT.

EnuzaBeTa MrHOBEHHO MpUTHXJA, a y IleTpa gake JuIi0 BBITSAHYIIOCS.

MeHIIMKOB He 3acTaBMWI celOsd OONro »kaaTh. MeIEHHOM, Ba)KHOU
ITOXOAKOM BOLIEII OH B KOMHATY.

Hpyr Hdanunerd, gutsa cepana IleTpoBa, yxke 3HAYMTETbHO U3MEHUIICS
M TocTtapea B 3TO Bpems. Ero cyxoe JuIO TPUHSIO BBIPAKEHUE
HEOOBIKHOBEHHOHN HAaJIMEHHOCTH, €MY YK€ HE Mepe]] KeM ObLIO CKIOHSTHCH,
3aMCKUBaTh U U3BEPThIBaThCS. [lpu B3MIsiie HA HEro cpazy MOXKHO OBLIO
3aMETUTh, YTO ATO YEJIOBEK, HAYyUMBIIUNCS IOBEJIEBaTh U BIIACTBOBATH,
HEBUIAIIUHN TTepe]; COO0M HUKAKOU Mperpabl.

HenpustHseim, ITPOH3UTEIbHBIM B3[VI10M OIS AEIT OH
IIPUCYTCTBOBABIINX.

— A 4 yasii, 4TO ThI 3a JEJIOM, Ballle BEINYECTBO, — MPOTOBOPHUI OH,
MOJIOKUB CBOKO CYXYH JKHIIMCTYK) PyKy Ha IUIEHO HMIEparopa, — IO

PaCIHCaHUIO-TO TENEPh YPOK MaTeMaTuku. [ ne ke yuurenp?

IleTp BCobIXHYI U omycTWI Ima3a. Pyka MeHIMkoBa JaBuiia €ro Kax
yJ0Basi TSHKECTh, M OH HE HaXOAWJI CJIOB, YTOOBI OTBEYATH €MY.

— UYero xe Tl cMmoTpullb, Aunapeit MBanblu, — oOpaTuics
MenmmkoB k OctepMany, — HENb3sl OTAKATh JIEHU. DX, I€a-TO HETY, OH
OBl ATy JIeHb JyOWHKOM BBITHAI OTCIO/A!

IlecapeBna Enmn3zaBera yXe AaBHO BepTeach Ha MECTE, OYEBHUIHO,
Kesast BBEpHYTh CBOE CIIOBO.

— Jla He BopuH, HE BOpUYHU, KH3b, — HAKOHEL 3aCMEsIACh OHA, AyMas
B3ATh IWIYTKOM W JIACKOM, — TyT BHHOBar He llerpyma, a BOT MbI ¢
napeBHoil Hatanweii. Hy, a Ha Hac He moHsIIach OBl U OTIIOBCKAas TyOWHKA.

MEHIIIUKOB KUCIIO YABIOHYJICS.



— C Bac B3ATh HEYETO, — CKa3all OH, — s OT Bac OTCTYIMJICS, a 3a
HETO U JIOASM U bory OTBET OTIaTh TOIKEH.

— Jla 1 ¥ TaK ceroaHs MHOTO yuuics, — npouwentai Iletp, — BOT
CeCcTpulla TOBOPHUT: JEHb CErOAHS TaKOW CJIaBHBIM, TMOTYISITh OBl
XOTENOCH. ..

— IlorymaTe, BCe TynsTh, — BOpYajl MEHIIMKOB, — €IIe YCIIeEeUlb,
Bale BenuuecTtBo, B Ilereprode Harymarbcs. A B MOCJIEAHHE-TO JTHU HE
MemIaiao Obl XOPOIIEHBKO MOYYUTHCA.

— Jla Belb OH ¥ TOBOPHT, UTO C yTpa 3aHUMAJICS, — TUXHUM TOJI0COM
ckazana Haranbst AnexceeBHa, — s 3a paboToil ero u 3acrana. byawre
JIACKOBBI, KHS3b, OTIIYCTUTE €0 MOKATaThCs C HAMMU.

— Bcemy cBoe BpeMs, IapeBHA, — HACTABUTEIBHBIM TOHOM 3aMETHII
MenmukoB. — He xody oropyarh Bac, HO MpPOChOy Ballly HE HCIOJHIO.
Anzpeit lBaHbI4, MO30BM yuuTeNs. A Bac, UAPEBHbI, MOW JOYEPHU
TOXKUIAFOTCA.

OH yKa3all UM pyKOH Ha JIBEPb C TAKUM YECTOM, KOTOPBIMA HMCKIIOYal
BCSIKYIO BO3MOKHOCTh COITPOTHUBIICHUS.

Bcee BbIu 1 MEHIIMKOB OCTAJICS € IV1a3y Ha [J1a3 C UMIIEPATOPOM.

— Hy, nokaxxu, 4yTo ThI TyT Aeyiai? — oOparuiicad OH K HeMy. — [oToB
YpOK?

OH HAKJIIOHWICS K CTOJly M CTaJ Pa3lIsAAblBaTh MCYECPUYEHHBIA JIUCT
Oymard.

— 910 uro? Tombko-To? Jla 4TO TYT Takoe, KTO TyT Hamaukai? Yto
3a4YEpPKHYTO?

— Huuero... 370 Tak... s ommodcs, — npotuentain [letp.

— To-To ommbcs, 6€3 MOEro BeoMa M pa3pelieHus: BCEX MyCKaroT B
yueOHoe Bpems... CMOTpH, ToCydapb, YYUCh XOPOIIEHbKO CErO/Hs, 51 BCIO
IIpaBIy OT YUUTENS y3HAIO.

N, nwe B3miaHYB Ha lleTpa, CBOMMH TSKEIBIMU MEPHBIMM IIAramMu
MEHIIMKOB BBIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI.

KpynHseie cne3pl noOKa3alnch Ha CBETIBIX IT1a3aX IOHOTO UMIIEPATOPA.

— Yto %e 3TO Takoe, — MIeNTaa OH caM ¢ CO00I0, — YTO HU JI€Hb, TO
OH JIIOTE€E CTaHOBUTCA. Heyxkemn Tak-Taku HUKOIIa s OT HEro M He
u30asmock? [IpaBny roBopuna Jluza — cymuii 3Beps—1iepoep... Ax, Jluza,
JIuzal..

[letp mnomoxwn roNOBY Ha pyKy u 3agymancs. Cresbl, enBa
MTOKA3aBIIMECA Ha IJIa3aX €ro, y»K€ BBICOXJIM, BCE XOPOLIEHBKOE JIMLO E€r0



yAbI0AIOCh, U OH TIyO)XKe M MIyO)Ke MOTpyKaJicd B KaKHUE-TO PajOCTHBHIE,
OJTHOMY €My BEJIOMbIE MBICIIH.
Haxkoner| rojoc BOIIEANIEro y4uTess BbIBEI €T0 U3 Pa3yMbsl.
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Ha mnonoBrHE MEHIIMKOBCKOTO JIOMa, 3aHAMAe€MOW KHATHHEW U
KHSPKHaMH, ObIJIO HECPAaBHEHHO OOJIbIe JBWKECHHS, YEM B amapTaMeHTax
umneparopa. Crofa, 0ObIKHOBEHHO C yTpa, CTEKAJIUCh BCE CAHOBHUKHU U MX
ceMeicTBa, 4TOOBl TOKA3aThCs M 3aABUTh CBOIO MPEAAHHOCTH IAPCKOM
HEBECTE.

Jlom MeHimkoBa OBIT B TO BpEeMsS CaMbIM POCKOIIHBIM JOMOM
IIETPOBCKOTO»IIApaan3a», U Ha €ro OTHAECIIKY KHSA3b HE MOXKAJIEN JIEHEL
Boo6mie /lanunbpid He OTIIMYaics CKyMOCThIO, U €T0 OTPOMHOE COCTOSIHUE,
BO3pACTaBIlIee C KaXbIM TOJIOM U JOOBIBABIIIEECS CaMbIMU HE3aKOHHBIMU
MyTAMH, MO3BOJISUIO ATy POCKOIIb. Teneph ke, B MOCIECIHEE BPEMS], KOrma
JI04b €ro yke Oblla 0OpYyYE€HHOW HEBECTOM MMIIEpaTropa U Ha COAEpKaHUE
€€ M3 Ka3Hbl OTIYyCKaJlaCch 3HATHasi CyMMa, €My Jake HEeOOXOJuMO ObLIO
CHEJIaTh U3 CBOETO JIOMA HACTOSIINAN ABOPELL.

[{apeBHbI, mpoxois U3 paboyell KOMHAThI UMIIepaTopa, TO U JIEJO
BCTpEYaM MPUABOPHBIX MYKUYMH U JI1aM, KOTOPBIE MOYTUTEIBHO C HUMH
PACKJIaHUBAJIHC.

Cxopo HarHan ux ¥ MEHIIMKOB W TPOBEJ B JAJIbHIOK KOMHATy, TJIE
HaXOJIMJIOCh €0 CEMEMNCTBO.

Kuasruna [lappss MmuxalnoBHa BCEMHM CBOMMH CWJIAMH CTapaliach
n30eratb B TOCHEAHEE BpeMs MOpuABOpHOro Immyma. OdeHb YacTo He
BBIXO/IMJIA OHA TIO0 IEJIBIM JTHSM W3 CBOHMX IOKOEB, 3Bajia K ce0e Jodepen u
HEe BIyckana noctopoHHuX. OHa U Temephb cujaenia 3a Kakohu-To paboToi u
Tuxo OecemoBana ¢ KHsbkHamMu. Cpasy MOXKHO OBUIO 3aMETUTh, YTO
moOumulled ee Oblla HE Ilapckas HeBecTa, a MIIaJIias KHSKHA,
Anekcanzpa. OHO ObLJIO ¥ TIOHATHO: HEOOBIKHOBEHHAS Pa3HHUIIA 3aMevalach
MexXay aABymsi cectpamu. KHsbkHa Mapusi, kak yxe ckaszan Ilerp B
pasroBope ¢ CeCcTporo, ObUIAa MOX0XKA Ha OTLA: BBICOKAS, CyXas, C pe3KUMU
yepraMu Julla, ¢ HaXMypeHHbIM B3DsoM. OHa peako cMmesiach, Oblia
IIOCTOSSHHO COCPENOTOYECHHA M yrpIOMa M HE yMeJla JIaCKarbCad Jaxe K



Marepu. Mnajiias, HalpoTUB, ObLIa OYEHB JKUBAsl, MUJIOBUIHAS JEBYIIIKA: K
TOMY € Ternepb €l 0COOEHHO HE CIIEOBAJIO NMEYAIUTHCS: OHA ObLIa yiKe
IOYTH MPOCBaTaHa 3a NpuHIA AHraisr—/leccayCKoro, KOTOpbIM €l CUIIBHO
HpaBuicda. M BOT OHa mepenaBana MaTepu CBOM MOCHEAHUAN Pa3rOBOP C HUM
M JETCKA HaWBHO BOCXHMINAIACh BCEMH KOMIUIMMEHTAaMH, KOTOPBIE OH
pactouan ed. Kusruns J[lapps MuxaitioBHa ¢ 100poil MaTepUHCKOM
yABIOKOM MTOKauMBaJia roJIOBOIO U PaioBaliach Ha CBOE JIIOOMMOE JETHUIIIE.

— A s BOT HE MOT'y TTIOXBaCTarbCsd KOMIUIMMEHTAMHU MOETO KE€HUXa, —
IIpOroBopwIIa KHsKHA Mapus.

— Yo ke, MaleHnbka, T€0€ U MOXKIaTh MOXKHO, €111€ Oy/lIeT Bpemsi —
roCcyAapb, 1 4ar0, U KOMIUIMMEHTOB TOBOPUTH €IIIE HE YMEET.

— Hy, 06 »TtoM Hamo cmpocuTh y TmpuHIEecCH EnmzaBeTsl, —
A3BUTEIIBHBIM TOHOM 3aMETHIIA HAapCKasi HEBECTa, — ISl HEE Y HETO OTKyZAa
U cioBa OepyTcs.

KHsrnHa onycruiia mas3a u neyaiabHO 331yMaliach.

— DX, HeJaaHO! — IIEMHYJIH €€ T'YOBI.
— Jla yk Tak HelagHo, YTO M CKa3aTh HENb3s, — BAPYT OXKHBJICHHO
3aropopmia Mapusi, — HHKakoro ao0Opa He BblfeT. C KaXkAblM JHEM

BHUJIHEE, YTO KJET HAC TOJIHKO MOTUOeNb, a 0aTIOIIKAa HUYETO HE BUIUT, Ky/a
U pa3ym ero aeBaics! bbul y MEHs KEHHX — YEJIOBEK MHE IO CepAly —
BbIZIaTh OBl 32 HEro, TaK HE 3Haja Obl S HUKAKOM Tedald; HET, apulleu
3axorenu caenats! Hy, a konu He caenaere? Komu BkoHEI[ MEHSI oryoure,
KTO K BUHOBAT Oynet?

— Bort TBI Bcerga Tak, — ckazajia KHSITWHSA, — BHUIHO, HUKOTIA OT
TeOs1 paoCTH HE MoK AaThcsl. O KOM K€ OTeI-TO XJIOTOYET, 0 TeOe Beb!

— CoBceM He 000 MHE, — BCIIBIXHYB, OTBETHJIA KHS)KHA, — COBCEM
He 000 MHe, a 0 cebe Tosbko! EMy HY»HO BJIaCTBOBaTh, 2 000 MHE OH U HE
MOMBIIUISIET, TyMaeT — Ha €ro BEK XBaTUT, a TaMm, 0e3 Hero, Mmyckail s
pa3BEIBIBAIOCH, KaK 3HAK0. UTO K, pa3Be y MEHS I71a3 HET, pa3Be s HE BUKY,
YTO MMIIEPATOPY HA MEHS W IVISAJIETh IPOTUBHO. Temepp OH elle Mall, He
3HaeT CBOEM CWIbl, a KOIJIA BBIPACTET, TaK JKJAaTb MHE YIIHOH
MOHACTBIPCKOM KEJIbH, €CJIU U €IE TOTO HE Xy>KEe — IIPUMEP HE MEPBBIit!..

KusxHa 3aMonyana v 3aXouia o KOMHaTe B BOJIHEHUH.

Uto morna el oTBeTUTh MaTh? begHas KHATWHS M caMa BCE XOPOIIO
MOHKMMaJIa; OHa BUENA, YTO €€ JJaHnIbpI4 3aHecCs TaK BBICOKO, YTO MHOTOTO
U coo0pa3uTh Teneps He MOkeT. OHa cama cebe ThICSuy pa3 MOBTOpsia To,
YTO TEMEPH CIIbIIANIA OT Jouepu. [1o Houam He crana KHATHHS: BCE JyMalia



Ja MOJWJIach, CTPAIIHBIE CHBI IpecienoBain ee. [Ipochimasce yTpowm,
KaXIbIA pa3 €M Ka3ajJoCh, YTO 3TO IMIOCICIHUM JEHb WX CYACTHI;
MY4YHTENIbHbIE TPEIUYBCTBUS JABWIIM €€ U HUTJIE HE HaXOJuja OHa cede OT
HUX TOKos. Eil OBLJIO TOIIHO CMOTPETh HA OTH YIBIOABIIMECS JIHMIIA
MPUJIBOPHBIX, HA HX JIECTb W YHWXKEHHbIE 3aucKuBaHus. EW dacto
BCIIOMUHAJIMCh MPEKHUE, JIYYLINE TOMbI, MPUBOJIbHAS KU3Hb B MOCKBE C
cectpoii Bapmapoii, ¢ cectpamu MeHIMKoOBa, ¢ OyayIiel uMIiepaTpuiiei
Exarepunoit 1. Kak xopomo Obulo Torma, kak Beceno. He 3Hanm oHu
KpY4YMHBI, )KUJIU ce0e MPUIIeBAOuH, O 3aBTpalliHeM JHe He nymas. Haezxan
K HAM YaCT€HbKO C HEM3MEHHbIM cBouM /[lanmnbiuem Iletp AuexceeBuy,
BXOIWJI OH IIYTIMBBIA W PagoCTHBIM. [lMp y HUX men ropor, Koraa
Hae3Xajlu BecCelble TOCTH; a YeIyT, COOMPaIuCh OHU BCE W MPHUIYMbBIBAIH
mytnuBele nuckMa K Ilerpy AnekceeBuuy. [lomHMia OHa, Kak Bcerga
MOANKMCHIBATACH MOJ ATUMHU nUcbMamu:«/lapbs rynas». [a u morom
xopoiio Ob10: KarepuHyliiika cienanach BEJIMKON MMIIepaTpuiiei, 1o0poit
U JJAaCKOBOM, M HUKOIJIa HE 3a0bIBaBIIel CTapuHHOW JpyKObl. Bcerma ObLn
KHSTHHE J10 Hee CBOOOJHBIN TOCTYI, BCEr/Ia OHU BMECTE TOJIKOBAJIU O JIeJlax
CBOMX, NOBEPSUIM JIPYr APYry CBOM PAgOCTH MU Nedaid. MHOro TOXe M
Haracteil u3BenbiBasia KHATUHA Jlapps MuxaiinoBHa: ObIBasio, Y& OYEHb
3apBeTca Anekcanap JlaHWibd, HaTalUT ce0e HE3AKOHHBIMU IMYTAMHU Ky4dy
NEHET, U JIOWAET 3TO A0 0 MMIEparopa; CMOTPUT, MOJIYUT MMIIEPATOp,
IOKPBIBACT CBOEro JlaHwipiua, 1a, HAKOHEL, U HEBTEPIIEK €My CTAHET.
beiBamn gHHM, YTO Ha BOJIOCKE BHUCeNn JlaHWIBIY, HO U TYT BEYHOU
3acTynHulen sBisiack Exarepuna. Ilommader mepen Hero [lapwromika u
CMOTpHILIb: Ha JAPYTroll JIeHb Bcsikas Oela MUHOBajga. A BOT Temepb 3TO
KUTbE CTApOe, 3T MUJIbIE BOCIIOMUHAHMS OTOLUIN JAJeKOo, KaK OyATO UX U
coBceM He ObUI0. Besi 3HaTh, BeCh JIBOP TOJMUTCS BOKPYT KHSTHUHU, B
LIEPKBaxX BO3MIALIAIOT €€ J104b I'OCYJApbIHEH, 1a HE Ha PagoCTh BCE ITO.
[Ipuget 6ena — ko 3actynutcsa? B morune u [letp AnekceeBud, u noopas
noapyra Exarepuna. HenaBuctp JrOACKas, CTpamiHas HEHAaBUCTH
CKpBIBa€TCS MOJ yJAbIOKAaMU M JIbCTUBBIMH pedaMu OKpyxaromux. Oaux
TOJTYOK, OJJUH MUT — W B Ipax pasJIETUTCS Bce 3TO Oe3yMHOE Benuyue!
TeMHO U cTpaimiHO Ha Ayuie y KHATUHU [lappu MUXalIOBHBI, C TPYCTHIO
CMOTPHUT OHA Ha CBOUX JIEBOYEK.

Y nBepen mocnslmanuch mard. KHATMHS BCTpeneHynach M JTODKHA
OblJIa HACHUJILHO 3aCTaBUTH Ce0sl BECEJO YNIBIOAThCS U PAAYLIHO BCTPETUTH
IByX 1apeBeH. [la uto sxe? OHa Beap UX MCKPEHHO U tobmia. OnHa U3 HUX



OblJIa JIOUEpPhIO €€ CEPIECYHOro JApyra, a Belukas KHsbkHa Haranbsi Bcex
o0ex1ajia CBOMM MUJIBIM BHJIOM.

— B noOGpom nu 370pOBBU, MOM SCOYKH? — oOpaTwiach K HUM
KHATHUHSL.

— 310pOBBI-TO, 3I0pPOBBI, — OTBeTWJIA Eim3aBeTa, — TOJIBKO YK
OYeHb XKapko HbIHYe — B Jec xodercsa. Korma xe mel B Ilereprod
nepeesxkaeM, Anekcanap Jlanumbrya?

— TaMm Bce yxe roroBo, — cKa3zaJl MEHIINKOB, — Ha 3TON HeIele
nepedeperech.

— To-to, nockopee 651! Jla 3acTynucek xoTh Thl, lapbs MuxaiinoBHa,
3a UMIIEpaToOpa, — COBCEM KHSA3b €r0 y Hac 3aMy4ui!

Happss MuxanioBHa TOJIBKO pyKOM MaxHyla, [IOKa3bIBas 3TUM, YTO HE
€€ ITO JIEJIO.

Benukas kusbkHa Haranes ycenace ¢ Anexkcanapon AJIEKCaHAPOBHOU
U IPY>KECKHU C HEN 1IENTaNach.

Kuspxkaa Mapust jaxke u He cTapajiach Ka3aThes Jro0e3Hoil. OHa cena B
yroJ, MOTYIIWJIA CBOU IVla3a W, OYEBUIHO, HE XOTEJa MPUHUMATh HUKAKOIO
y4acTHus B pa3roBoOpe.

— Yrto Tak CcypoBa, TOCyIapblHsI? — C SICHON YJIBIOKOM, HECKOJIBKO
MacCKHpPOBAaBIIIEH HAaCMENLIMBOCTh TOHA, OOparuiack K Hell EnusaBera. —
He roaurcs Tak XMypHUThCsl HeBecTe. JKEHUXU XMYPBIX HEBECT HE JIFOOST.

[Ipu sTUX cnoBax y Anekcanjipa JlaHunoBruua Jaxxe poT CKOCHUIICS.

«9X, mogabliie Obl 3Ty €ro3y, a MOCKOpe!» — ayMal oH.

— A 4r0 XK€, lecapeBHa, — B3IVISIHYB Ha Hee, CKa3ajl OH, — IOoAyMalla
JIY ThI, O YEM s BaM BUYEpA JOKIAAbIBAN?

— Her, He nogymana, n1a u AymMarb MHE HE O YE€M: HE MOIXOISALIEE 3TO

JETI0.

— Yro xe, pa3Be MOM XEHHX IUIOX? Uem BaM He mapa IPHUHIL
IIPYCCKH?

— A Xxots Obl TeM, 4YTO OH MPYCCKUH, a HE PYCCKUU! — }KUBO
nepebmina EnuzaBera. — S Xopolino 3Har0, YTO WHBIE JIIOAU JKENadu Obl
MEHs MOJAJbIIe OTCIOAA CIIPOBAJINTh, 1a SA-TO ye3KaTb HE HaMmepeHa. Sl ¢
TOCKM yMpPY Ha 4Yy»XOW CTOPOHE — BOT CecTpulla AHHAa Kak B IHCBME
IJIa4ETCS.

N Becenoe ymno Enm3aBeThl MTHOBEHHO OTYMAaHWJIOCh HCKpEHHEH
Nevyasiblo: Terepb OHA OblIa HE IOX0XKAa Ha BCErJAUIHIOK 0€33a00THYIO



neBylIKy. Jlaxxe Kpacka cOexaya ¢ €€ HeXKHbBIX IIEK U OHa TUXO TOBOPHUJIA,
€1Ba MTOIABIISSA CIIE3BI:

— He iy MHE %KEHUXOB, KH3b, BCE PABHO TENEPH HE BBIWY 3aMYXK.
b1 s)xeHnx — tak bor ero k cede B3s1, Ja U HE BpEMsl O KEHUXaAX TyMaTh,
KOT/Ia 4yTh HE BUEpa eIle Marylika B rpo0 Jerna.

TyT mecapeBHa He MoOTIa COBIaAaTh ¢ COOOI0 W 3alIUIACh TOPHKUMHU
CJIE3aMHU.

Bce nputuxnu, a kasaruns dapes MuxaiioBHa nogounuia k Enuszasere,
OOHslJla €e U caMa MCKPEHHO 3arulakaja. ToNbKO OJHAa Iapckasi HeBecTa
cujieja B CBOEM YTy C O€3KM3HEHHBIM JIMIIOM U MOHSATH HEJb3sl ObLIO, O
YeM OHA JyMmaja B 3Ty MUHYTY.

Ho cne3sl m mewans EnmzaBeTsl gamiamnchk Hemoaro. BoT oHa omsiTh
yAbIOHYNIach, 3aroBOpWJIA IIYTS W BECEJIO0 M TOJ KOHEI[ CyMella Jae
OXKUBUTH AJiekcanipa Jlanuibiua, KOTOPBIM HA MTHOBEHHUE 103a0bLT U CBOU
CTpaxu, U CBOE, B IMOCIEIHEE BPEMs BCE BO3pACTABUIEE, 3JI0€ K HEM
YyBCTBO.

— Hy, kHA3b, KaK XOTUTE, a TENEPh S BaC HE MOCIYIIAOCh, — BIAPYT
oOparunach K MEHIIIMKOBY BeJIMKas KHs>kHa Hartanbsi, — Tenepb yx mnopa
OTJIOXHYTh Oparily. S 1ymaro, OH KOHYMJI CBOU YPOKH, TTONTY ¥ IPUBEY €TI0
CrO71a.

MeHIIMKOB HUYEro He OTBeTUJ1, M Haranbs BbiOekana u3 KOMHATHI.

B nBepsx lIlerpa oHa, IEUCTBUTEIBHO, CTOJIKHYJIACH C YXOIMBIIUM
YUUTETIEM.

— Konuun, Hy cnaBa bory, — oOparunachk oHa K Opary, — a s Tebe,
Ilerpyura, npuinuia onHy Bemls cka3arb. JlaBeda JIuza nomemana, a cka3arb
HYXHO.

— UYto Takoe? — xwuBo cupocui IleTp.

— A BOT 4TO, Oparen, Thl XOTEJI MHE MOJIAPOK CJIEJIATh.

— Jla, Hakonen! — yneionyncs [etp. — A yx s gyman, Haramenska,
4TO Thl M HE MOOJarofapuillb MEHS 3a MOW MOJapok; s Bcerma o Tede
nymato. Urto ke, xopomo s npugyman? KakoBel udepBoHIbpl? M Bce-To
OnectaT, Bce HOBBIE. U LIeNbIX UX AEBATH ThICAY? DTO MHE MOJHEC UX IEX
HaIIINX KaMEHIIUKOB. S| ceifyac xe 0 Te0e BCIIOMHII U IOCJIal ¢ HUMHU Te0e
Honropykoro. YTo ke — XOpOIIH Y€PBOHIIBI?

— Bepno xopomu, f1a S-T0 UX HE BUAAJIa, Oparell. . .

— Kak ne Bunana? Uro 310 3Ha4uT?

— A 10, yT0 Jl0JTOpYKUH MPHUIIET KO MHE, a X HE ITPUHEC.



[IeTp nomHSAICA U CBETIIBIE [V1a3a €0 3arOopPeIuch THEBOM.

— 2710 ut0? IT10 uTO Takoe?.. M Jlonmropykuii cmeer. ..

— llepecranb, mnepecranb, He BUHHU JlOATOPYKOro, HE OH TOMY
MPUYMHA, a BOT 4TO 51 TeOe XOUy CKa3aTh: HECET KHs3b VMBaH KO MHE TBOU
MOIAPOYEK, U BCTPEThCs emy Anekcanap Janwnbid... Anexkcanap Januibra
U CIPAIIMBAET:«4YTO 3TO Thl Hecelb?«ToT pacckazan emy:«Tak W Tak», a
Anekcannp JlaHwibld 1 0TOOpall y HEro Bech MeIIoK. Benen emy ceifuac xe
pu ceOe OTHECTH JICHHI'M B CBOM KaOMHET M TOBOPUT:«UMIIEPATOp eIe
OYEHb MOJIO, HE YMEET pachopsiKarbCs JIEHbIaMU KaK CIEIYeT;
MPUTOJSITCS Ha HYXHOE Jneyio». Bor kHs3p VMBaH mpuien ko MHe, 1a U
pacckasail Bce 3To.

[TeTp 3axoau1 MO KOMHATE OOJIBIIIMMU IIATraMHU.

— YT0 K€ 3TO, HAaKOHEIl, TAKOE? — Pa3IpaXKUTEIbHO TOBOPUII OH, TO
KpacHest, To Onennes. — UTo ke, y’k OH MHE COBCEM PYyKHU cBsizbiBaeT! S
Jake HE MOTYy CBOUM JOOpOM pacmopsikaThCs, HE MOTY CECTpe MOJapoK
caenars! Ha 4to ke 310, HakoHel, rmoxoxke? Kakol s ummneparop? Bor oH
MOCJI€ BaC CO MHOM Tak rOBOPWJI... TaK TOBOPHII, YTO OyIb MOS BOJIS, 1 OBl
€ro Jajaeko KyJaa-HuOyap ympsrtan!..

— A pa3Be y TeOsl HET CBOEM BOJIU? — TUXO MPOTrOBOpHUIIA IIapEeBHA. —
Korga Obuta sxuBa 0Oalyiika — jApyroe ObLIO €O, a Teneph Bellb Thl B
camoM aene, Ilets, umneparop — nogymaii 06 3tom! He mory st BUAETS,
CepJlle CKUMAETCS, Kak MEHIIIUKOB MYJIPUT TOOOI0, U TIOBTOPSIIO 51, UTO HE
BepIo ero J00BH K HaM. KoHeuHO, ThI eI11le He B3POCIbIA U JJOIKEH YUUThCS,
U MHOTO YYUTHCA, M YMHBIX JIIOAE€H Ciylmarbcsi, Ja OyITo Kpome
Aunexkcanapa JlaHniblua y HaC yMHBIX JTtoferd HET?! Bbul OH, MOXKET, YMHBIN,
Ja U3 yma Ternepb BbDKHMBaATh cTay. He Thl Tenmeps ummeparop, a oH. Tbl
rOBOpUJI, HET y TeOs BOJHU, a CKaXXu ceOe: €CTh y MEHS BOJIs, BOT OHA U
oyner! Tonbko B JypHOE 4UTO HE Kiaau ee. A MEHIIHUKOB BCEM HaM
OO IYHK.

[lerp ocTaHOBMICS W KaJHO BCIYIIMBAJICSA B cioBa cecTpbl. C HUM,
OYEBUIHO, COBEPIIAICS KAKOW-TO MepeBOpoT. Jlo ceroaHsi, HeCMOTps Ha
BCE, YTO CIYYHMJIOCh B IOCJIEJHUE MECSLBI, OH BCE €UIE HEBOJBHO CUUTAI
ce0st peOeHKOM, MOJHAYAbHBIM, U JETCKH Oosuicsi MeHinkoBa. TArotsck
€ro BJIACThIO HaJl COOOI0, OH BCE K€ HUKAK HE MOT ceOe Mpe/ICTaBUTh, YTO
€CTh KaKOW-HUOY/Ib CITOCOO MO COOCTBEHHOMY JKEJIAHUIO BBIOUTHCS M3-TIOJ]
sToM BiacTu. M BApyT cecTpuilia TOBOPUT, YTO TOJIBKO CTOUT CKa3aTh cebe,
YTO»ECTh BOJIS» — U OHa Oyner. U cectpunia npaBa! OHa ymHa, OHa Bce



3HAeT U BCE MOHUMAET; cecTpulla oueHb ymMHa! BoH emie HenaBHO OapoH
AHnnpeili VBaHBIY TOBOpWII, YTO TAKOM YMHOM IPHHIIECCHI Ha BCEM CBETE
CBICKaTh HEBO3MOXHO.

He Oynp uctopuu ¢ I€BATHIO THICSYaMU YEPBOHIIEB, MOXET OBITh, €IIIE
JI0JITO HE MPUIILITU OBl TAaKME MBICIU ACTSIM AJIEKCes; HO pa3 OHH SIBUJIHUCH,
TaK YK HE YUIYT HAaBEPHO.

— Tloiinem, olimem! — Brpyr 3aroBopui IleTp, cxBaTbiBas cecTpy 3a
pyky. — IlolineM, s mokaxy MEHIITUKOBY, YTO 51 HE PEOCHOK, 5 MOKaXY eMy!
[loigem, mouaeMm. ..

N on noBnek napeBHy Haranbio 3a pyKy B anapTaMeHTbI KHA34.

MHOro4nciIeHHbIE TOCTH, BCTPEYABIINECA WM B KaXJIOW KOMHATe, C
M3YMJICHUEM BHUJEIU, YTO OH COBEPILIEHHO PACCTPOEH U CHEUIUT KyIa-TO, HE
OTIIyCKasl CECTPY.

[IlemoT momen Mo KOMHAaraM: HUKTO HE IOHMMAaJl B Y€M [I€JI0, HO
KQKIbI MHTEPECOBAJICA B BBICIIEH CTENEHU W CTPOWI BCEBO3MOXKHBIC
IIPEATIOI0KEHUS.

VY& He moxasoBaiach Jid OHa Ha MeHIIMKoBa, BOT Obl XOPOIIO ObLIO!

Nmneparop u Hartanes mnoutu BOEXandu B KOMHATy, TAE €IIIe
HaXOJUJIUCh Bc€ MEHIIIUKOBBI B COOpe U ¢ 1iecapeBHOM Enn3zaBeToid.

— Aunekcanqp [anunbry, — mpsimo oOpatuics [letp k kusizro. — S
MOCJIAJI CECTPE JEBATh THICAY YEPBOHIIEB, a Thl MX OTHsI M 3amep. Kak
CMeEeIllb Thl MEIIATh MOUM MTPUKA3aHUIM ?

Manpuuk Bech JpoxKa, TOBOPS 3TO, U CO 371000H IIIsACN Ha KHS3SL.

TOT COBEpILIEHHO pacTEpsICs, HE MOT IPOU3HECTH HU CJIOBA, Kak
OyaTo oOecrmamsiTed, U MAIIMHAJIBHO OMYCTUJICA Ha Kpecio. OH HUKAaK He
OXHUJal MOJOOHOrO0 BOMPOCA OT MOKOPHOIO M OOS3JIMBOTO 0 CHX IOP
pebenka. Eciu 0 kTo-HMOyIb ele 3a Yac mpeickazajl eMy 3Ty CIEHY, OH
HUKOTJIa Obl HE TOBEpPWJI, YTO OHa BO3MOXKHA. Ho Bemp yim ero He
oOmanbiBatoT! BOT OH cTOMT mepeq HUM, 3TOT MAJIBYUK, U TOBOPUT
emy:«Kaxk Tbl cMeelb!» — U MISAIUT Ha HETO C THEBOM, OJIECTUT TIEpesl HUM
ceonmu TmazaMu. o cux mop MEHIIMKOBY HHUKOIZA W B TOJIOBY HE
MPUXOIWIO B3MIsIHYTH Ha [leTpa kak Ha WmIieparopa, OoracarbCs 3a CBOE
HaJl HUM BIMSHUE, HO Temepb Mepel HUM Obul uMmmepatop. M srtot
uMIieparop oOpamiajics K HeMy Kak K TMOJJaHHOMY, 3acCiIyKHUBIIEMY
APCKUM THEB U HEMUJIOCTb.

Kus3p Bce Mmommya.



Hapess MuxaiiioBHa nobnegnena. Miajiasi KHS)KHa WHCTUHKTUBHO
Opocwiack k Mmarepu W 3aruiakana. llecapeBna EnuzaBera ¢ BocTOprom
rsifena Ha [leTpa, u Bes ee ¢purypa BeIpakana TOPKECTBO U panocTh. OqHa
TOJIKO 1IapcKasi HEBEeCTa IMpojoJbKajda MojYa CHIETh, HA Ha 4YTO HE
oOpaiiasi BHUMaHUS.

A Ilerp Bce xpman orBera, W Anekcanap J(aHWIOBUY, HAKOHEL,
ouHyJics. OH 3aroBOpHII TaK, KakK €€ HUKOIJIa HE TOBOPUJI C HMIIEPATOPOM,
3aroBOPHUIJI pOOKUM T'OJI0COM TOJIJTAHHOTO.

— Bamie BennyecTBO, — CKaszajdl OH, — TOCYJapCTBO HYXIAETCS B
J€HbIaX; Ka3HAa MCTOIIECHA; HEOTIOXKHBIX HYXJ MHOTO, U S MOAyMall, YTO
ATUM JEHbraM MOXXHO HaWTH Xopollee ynoTpeodsenue. S yxe ceroiHs
YTPOM XOTEJI MPEJICTABUTH BaM MPOXKEKT HA YTO YIOTPEOUTH 3TU JICHBIH.

— Xopomio, xopomo, — orBevan [leTp, — Bce 310, MOXKET, U ITpaBaa,
YTO Thl TOBOPHUILIL MHE. Jla eclu 51 mapro Moel cecTpe, eCiH g X04uy, YTOObI
Tak ObLI0, Tak OHO U Oyznet! U Thl He cMeenb U3MEHSITh MOUX TTPUKa3aHui!
Celiuac xe U3BOJIb TOCIIATh 3TU JECHBI'M BEJIUKOW KHsHE Harasbe.

C 3TUMU ClIOBaMHM MaJIEHbKHAW UMIIEPATOP KPYTO MOBEPHYJICA U, HU HA
KOTO HE B3IVISIHYB, BBIIIEI U3 KOMHATHL.

OnoMHUBIIHCH, MEHITUKOB 1TO0EKaI 3a HUM U JOJDKEH OBLI OeXKaTh
nosro, moroMy uro llerp He ocraHaBnuBajicss U HE oOpalail Ha HEro
BHUMaHus. Hakoneny Anekcanapy JlaHWIoBHYY yaajnoch MOWMAaTh €ro 3a
PYKYy, OH OTBEJI €r0 B IyCTYIH) KOMHATy W CTaj JIACKOBBIM, BKPaI4MBHIM
rOJI0COM TOBOPUTB:

— Hy 3a 4ro 1Bl OoOuzen crapuka, Baiie BeiaudecTBo? S He XoTeln
HAaHECTH HU TeOe, HU BEJIMKOUN KHsbkHE 00uabl. Kak Ha neteit CBoux cMOTpIo
s Ha Bac.

— Kaxkue mb1 Tebe getu! — ckazan Iletp, BhIIEpHYB y HEro CBOKO
PYKY.

MemnmukoB nobsienHen u 3arpsccs. B ToHe romoca Hape4eHHOTO 35T
eMy MOCHBIIIaNach O/IHa 3HaKoMas HoTa. M3-3a 10HOM W HEXHOU (DUTypHI
Broporo wummneparopa BApyr, HEBEAOMO KakuM 00pa3oM, BBIIVISTHYI
rpoMajiHbiid 00pa3 IlepBoro, u crapeiii JlaHuibry, emie ceivac He BeaBIINil
IpaHUI] CBOEH BJIACTH, BAPYT MOUYBCTBOBAJ CEOsI TAKUM e OCCCHIbHBIM,
KakuM ObIBaJl BO BpPEMsI OHO, KOIJla Cru0ajcs IOj THEBOM U TPO3HBIMU
peyaMH CBOETO MOBEIIUTENS U JIpyTa.

— Bamre BenmmuecTBo, — CHOBA HIENTAN OH, — MPOCTU MEHS, HO BUHA
Mosi Obuta O6e3 ymbicia. Brepen Bo Bcem ¢ TOOOIO COBEMIATHhCS CTaHy, HO



OMSTh MOBTOPSIIO, YTO M CaM Thl JOJKEH MOIyMaTh O JAejlaX ToCy/lapcTBa,
JOJKEH 3HAaTh, YTO YacTO JOOpBIA Lapb >KEPTBYET CBOMMH >KEJIAHUSIMU
HyXJlaM CBOero Hapopa. Ecnu ke 4to u mpoTHBHOE TeOe jAenaro, Tak JJis
TBOGW >K€ TOJB3BI, I TOTO, YTO XO4y, YTOOBI JOCTOWHBIM ThI OBLI
npuemHukoMm Iletpy Benukomy. 1 nen TBoi 00T JapuTh CBOMX OMU3KHUX,
HO TOJIbKO HE TOI/a, KOrja IMOAApOK €ro MOr MPUTOJUTHCS Ha IMOJIb3Y
Poccun. Ilpoctn xe meHd. JleHbru BepHy LIapEBHE HEMENIA, a BalIEMy
BEJINUECTBY TENEPh HE MEIIAJIO Obl MOKATaThCA, 0J1aro YpOKH BCE KOHUCHBI.

— Ckopo 1u Ml niepeenieM B Ileteprod? — Bapyr obparuncs Iletp ¢
MPOCBETIIEBIINM JIUIIOM. ET0 THEB MTHOBEHHO TPOIIIEIT; OH €I[€ HE MPUBBIK
K TaKUM CII€HaM W MPU MEPBOM HAMEKE Ha MPEJICTOSIBIIIECE YIOBOJIbLCTBUE
TOTOB OBLJT 320BITHh BCAKYIO HEIPUSITHOCTD.

— Korma xouemb, — orBeTH MEHIIMKOB, — XOTh 3aBTpa
Iepee3KanTe.

— Hy 3aBTpa, Tak 3aBTpa, W CIBIIIUIIb, KHI3b, HEIPEMEHHO YTOOBI
3aBTpa. MHe oueHb xouetcs B [leteprod, cabimuins — 3aBTpal

T'opa ¢ ieu cBanmmiiacey y Anekcanapa Jlanunosuya.

OH B3su1 UMIIeparopa Moj PyKy H, JIJACKOBO C HUM pa3roBapuBasi, Kak
OyITO HUYEro He ObLIO MEXJYy HUMHU, HAPOYHO THXO MPOIIES BIUIOTH 10
KOMHAT XeHbl. VI Bce MNpUIIBOPHBIE OMATh CTAIM MEPEHIENTHIBATHCS U
MEPEMUTUBATLCSA, U C COXKaJleHHeM cooOpakanu, uyTto JlaHWIBIY COBCEM
MIOMUPUJICS C UMIIEPATOPOM M YTO HEJIETKO UX MOCCOPUTH.

Vil

[{apeBHBI 3aHMMaIu ABOPEL, OCTATKM KOTOPOrOo A0 CHX IMOp €emle
CYIIECTBYIOT B KOHIIe JleTHero cama. DTo ObIT HEOOIBIION W COBCEM HE
POCKOIIIHBIN JIOM, HECPAaBHEHHO TIpolle YyOpaHHBIN, 4YeM JOM KHS3
MeHIIMKOBA, TOJIBKO KPYTOM HETO BO BCE CTOPOHBI I1I€JT ITPEBOCXOIHBIN CaJl,
3aKIrovaBmIMi B cebe TemepemHuit  JletHuid, LapuupiH sayr wu
MuxaijioBCKUM cal.

BepHyBHuch 10MoM MOC/E KaTaHUsl C UMIIEPATOPOM, BEJIMKasi KHXKHA
Haranes Benmena mo3BaTh K cebe OapoHa Octepmana. OH He 3aMeIIHII
SIBUTHCSL.



— Yrto mpukaxute, MpUHIIECCA? — JACKOBO IISIAS HA HEE, CIPOCHII
Annpei IBanoBuu.

— Canurech, MHE MHOTO€ HY)KHO CKa3aTh BaM, — OTBeuasjia Haranbs,
YKa3bIBasi €My KpecCIo.

bapon cen m Bce C TOW K€ JAaCKOBOM YIBIOKOW MPUTOTOBHIICS
CJIyIIaTh.

— BoT BBI y1uy, a rnociie Bac CIy4mINCh CaMbl€ HEOKUIAHHBIE BEIIIH,
— Hauvayna Harasnbs.

— 4 yx xoe-yTo ciblman, — OTBETWI AHApen MBaHOBUUY.

— Orkyna? Kro xe mor Bam ckazarb? [la, Bpodyem, M CHpPAIINBATh
HEYEero, Bbl Bcerma Bce 3Haere. Hy, Tak 4YTO k€ BBl 3HAETE, YTO BHI
Caplanu?

— Ha »tor pa3 HemHoro. Sl 3Hal0 TONBKO, YTO OBLIAa ccopa y
MMIIEpaTopa ¢ KHA3eM MEHIINUKOBBIM U YTO BbI, IPUHIECCA, TOMY ITPUYHHA.

— Jla, s1, neCTBUTENIHHO, ObliIa TOMY NIPUYHNHOM.

U ona pacckazana OctepmaHy BO BCEX NMOAPOOHOCTIX YTPEHHEE AEIIO.

OH BHUMATEIBHO €€ CyIIal U OJ0OPUTEIBHO KUBAJI TOJIOBOIO.

— DTO XOPOIIIO, XOPOIIO, — HAKOHEI] 3arOBOPUII OH, — TOJIBKO BCE K€
Obl Jyuiie ObLIO, €cau O HavyaTh OCTOpokHee. Beab s roBopuil Bawm,
MpPUHIIECCA, YTO JieJla OOJIbIIIME BCETIAa HYXXHO OCTOPOXHO JeiaTh U
MEIJICHHO, 3TaK IMTPOYHEES BBIXOMIUT.

— Hy pma, Bemp TOXE TOBOPAT, UTO HYKHO KOBaTb JKE€JE€30, MOKa
ropsiuo! — 3ameruna Harainbs.

OcTepmaH cTaj OISTh €€ pacCHpalluBaTh, €My OCOOEHHO MHTEPECHBI
OBLIH TTOAPOOHOCTU O TOM, KaK BeJ ce0st MEHIMKOB, U, ClIyllas pacckas o
€ro CMYILICHUHU, O €ro MOYTUTEIbHOCTH U Tpenere, AHnpei MBaHoBUY C
HECKPBIBAEMbBIM YOBOJILCTBUEM MTOTUPAII CBOU MTyXJIBIE PYKHU.

«Xopomio, xopomo! — ayman OH. — ABOCbh M BBIMIET YTO-HUOYIb.
Tosibko OBI 51 OBLT B CTOPOHE, TOJIBKO ObI MEHS KaK-HUOY/Ib HE 3aMeIIai. . .»

— Hy, a Tenepb OHM KakK k€, — CHPOCHJI OH BEJIMKYIO KHSDKHY, —
MIOMUPUIIUCH?

— Jla, mOMUpPHUIINUCH, TOJBKO S PydarOCh BaMm, 4TO OpaT COBCEM YK
JPYTOM CTaJl U HUKOTJA C CETOMHSIIHEro JHS He 3a0ymer. Jlo ceromns oH
OblT peOCHOK, a Terepb — HUMIIEPATOp, YBEPSIIO Bac, MWIbIM AHApeEi
NBanoBuy.

Omna nackoBo norsigena Ha OctepMana ¥ IpOTSIHYJIa EMY PYKY.



TOT MOYTUTENBHO MOLEIOBAI 3Ty MAJEHBKYI0 PY4YKy M IUISJEN Ha
BEJIMKYIO KHSDKHY B NOJHOM BocTopre. OH BHIEN SICHO, YTO CEMsSI, UM
MOCESIHHOE, MOMAJI0 Ha T0OpyIo No4By. Beab OH caM HampaBiIsyl MOCTOSTHHO
€€ MBICIIM B MOCJIEAHEE BPEMS, OH 3HAJI BCIO CUJTY CBOETO BIIUSIHUS HAJl HEIO,
a BOT TeMepb OKA3bIBAIOTCS U TUIOABI ATOTO BIMSAHUSA. J{a, OH HE ommoCs —
TaK MMEHHO M HaJ0 OBUIO JEUCTBOBAaTh: HUKTO JIydIlle CECTPbl HE MOT
HaIlpaBJIATh MAaJIEHBKOTO HMMIIEpAaTOpa, a CECTPY PYKOBOAUTH 10 KOHIA
Oynet oH, AHnpei BaHoBHY.

— 3aBTpa MbI niepeezxaeM B [lereprod, — Beceno oObsiBUIIa ITapeBHA,
— a Anekcangp [lanunoBuu B cBoii PaHOOB ener; OyneT He B IpUMEP
CBOOOAHEN, 1 MHOTO MOXHO 32 3TO BpeMs CIIeaTh.

— V¥X, kak MHOro! — cepwre3Ho nporoBopui Ocrtepman. — Toibko
IIOMHUTE, IPUHIECCA, YTO BCE KE OCTOPOKHOCTh HE MEIIAET.

— IlomHIO, TOMHIO, I HUKOT/Ia HE 3a0BIBal0 BAIlIMX COBETOB, AHJpei
WBanbru. Jla, mockopeit 6wl B [leTeprod, — BIPYT THXO U KaK-TO MEYAJILHO
IIPOJOJDKAJIA OHA, — MHE YTO-TO HEXOPOLIO 374ech. [laxke U B cagy MoeM
BO3JyXy Kak OyITO MaJio, QYIIHO YTO-TO U OMATH Kauienb... Buepa moutu
BCIO HOYb HE CIIajia, a TENephb TaK ycTalla, TaK yCTaja...

OcTepmaH B3IVISIHYJ Ha €€ OJieqHOE JIMIO M HEBOJbHO CMYTWJICA;, OH
yKE€ HE B IEPBbIM pa3 3aMedasl B HEM 3TO II€YaJbHOE BBIPAXKEHUE; OHA,
TOYHO, ObLJIa HE3JIOPOBA.

— IIpomraiite, Auapeit MBanbI4, monpoOyro 3aCHYTb, — MpOINIEnTana
[apeBHA, IPOTATUBASL EMY PYKY.

OH THXO BBIIIEN U3 KOMHATBHI.

Haranps mo3Bana cBoro ¢peiyinHy, Ipoluia ¢ Heil B CabHIO U cTajia
pasneBarbcsi. CKOPO OHa OcTanach OAHA, OTBOPUJIA OKHO U Cela Mepe] HUM
B pazayMbu. Houb ObuTa nyliHas, B JAJIEKUX KyCTaX 3aJUBaJICS OAWH U3
MOCJEIHUX COJIOBBEB, U CTPAHHO OBUIO CIIBIIIATh B HEAABHEM OOJIOTE €ro
necHu. Ho 3To ObUT HacTOSIIMIA COMOBEN: ChIH WM BHYK OJHOTO U3 TEX,
koTopbix Ilerp Benukuii BbhINUCHIBAT U3 IOXKHBIX TyOCpHHU st
CBOETO»ITApPAIN3a».

[{apeBna Haranbst cMOTpena B CBETIIOE CeBEpHOE HEOO, M BCE TPYCTHEE
U TOCKJIMBEE JeNalioch Ha aymie ee. C HEKOTOPOrO BPEMEHHM OHa CTalia
OYEHb 3aJlyMUMBa: MEpexo]; oT 0e33a00THOrO JAETCTBA B HEH COBEPIIMIICA
HEOXKUJIaHHO U ObICTpO. Ellle Tak He1aBHO OHA OblLjIa HACTOSIIUM PEOCHKOM,
HU O 4eM He 3a00TWIach U HUYEM HE CMYIIAIach; €l XOpOLO ObUIO MOA
KpPBUIBIIIKOM J100pOM, XOTS W He ponHod 0OaOymku. Bcrmomunana ona



TeNepb W BEJIUKOTO Jie/la, €ro peIKUe CBOeoOpa3Hble U TeM elie Oosee
ngoporue Jacku. M BOT Kak CKOpO, Kak OBICTPO BCETO 3TOT0 YK€ HET —
4yTo-T0 Oyner? B ycraBuiell M CKIOHEHHOW HAa PYKH TOJOBE I[apPEBHBI
OpOIMIIO MHOXECTBO PAa3HBIX TPEBOKHBIX MBICIEH; OHA BCE aymana Hu
AyMajga O CBOEM JIIOOMMOM, €IMHCTBEHHOM Opare, AyMaja O TOM, 4TO,
HECMOTPs Ha BeCh OJIECK UX IMOJIOKEHUS, BCE )K€ OHU OeHbIE AETH, CUPOTHI,
HE TMOMHSIIME HU OTLa, HU Marepu, 0e3 TOOpBIX pPOIHBIX, OKPY>KEHHBIE
JXOAbMH, KOTOPBIM HEBO3MOXHO TOBEPUTHCS. OIMH TOJIBKO U €CTh YEJIOBEK
— Awnpgpeit IBaHbId — BEPUT €My CEPJLE, a BCE K€ IMMOAYAC U MPU HEM
oeper comHeHue... Xurep, 0onbHO, AHNpel MBaHbI4, He pa3z0epelib HHOU
pa3, 4TO y HEro B MBICHAX, 4 IIaza CMOTPAT IO CTOPOHAM, HUYETO HE
BbIJIaBasl. bonbIioe 1eno 3aaymaia napeBHa.

Ona pemunach BO 4TO Obl TO HM CTaJlo, TaK WJIM HHA4Ye, U30aBUTh
UMIIEpaTOpa OT HEHABUCTHBIX MEHIIMKOBBIX, a YAAcTCs JIU 3TO? A KOJIH U
ynactes, Oyaet au aydie? He MeHIMKoBel — HalayTCs Apyrue, BOT XOTh
obl JIuza. bpar Ha Hee mpocTo monutcs. JIuza moOpas, Muias, HO BEellb U
OHa xuTpasd... Brpouem, o JIuze Haranbs He Momia Aymarh XJIaJHOKPOBHO.
Eme HemaBHO oHa Tak JiIoOWJIa CBOK KpacaBUIy—TETYIIKY, a Telepb
Kakas-TO 4YepHas KOIlKa MpoOekala MeXIy HUMH, U BCE HILET I[apeBHA
4yero-HuOynp nypHoro B EnuzaBere, Bce cTapaeTcs OOBSICHUTH B TEMHYIO
ctopoHy. Otuero Obl 3T0? JIK3a Bcerma Tak JlackoBa ¢ HEo, JIIOOUT €€ Mo—
IIPEXKHEMY... HO YTO-TO TAKOE€ CIyYWJIOCh — M TSHET €€ OT KpacaBHIIbI
JInspl. Bennkas KHsKHA €llle HE COBCEM CO3HABaJla CBOE YYBCTBO, a YK€
OHO CWJIBHO Pa3BWIOCH B HEMl — 3TO ObLIa peBHOCTH! DTO ObLT CTpax 3a
CBOE BIUsSHUE Haja OpaToM, 3a OpaTHIOIO T1000Bb K Hel. Ho u He ogna JIuza
cMyIaiga OenHyr IapeBHY. B mocnennee BpeMsi OHa 3aMeuaja, 9YTO FOHBIN
UMIIEPATOP OYEHB CAPYXNKWICA ¢ MoioapM Jlomropykum. M mano npoky
BUJIETIa OHA OT 3TOM JIpy»KObl. [lonropykuidi — KpacHOOal, IIyTHHUK, BOT
€Illle HEIaBHO OHA y3HaJa, YTO OH BeJET OECIyTHYIO KU3Hb, JaXe, KaKeTcs,
NUTh Havall, Hy KaK ToOMy ke HayuyuT [lerpyuly, Beab 3T0 OyaeT, moxanyi,
enie xXy»xe Menmmukona!

— Jla Het, HE JaM s UM NOTyOWTh €ro, — BIPYT BCSl B BOJIHEHUH U
CBEPKHYB IJIa3aMHu cka3zaja cebe napeBHa. — llokyna s ¢ HUM, OH HHM Ha
KOTO MEHS HE MPOMEHSIET, s nepe; borom nokssiigack CTOSATh 32 HETO U OBITH
€My MAaTepbl0, OTTOHATH OT HErO BCE 3JI0€ — W JIOJDKHA S UCIIOJIHUTH 3Ty
KIATBY! Sl HUKOMY HE OTAaM €ro, s BCIO ce0s MOJIOKY B HETO, s YHUUTOXKY



MeHmmKoBBIX, 1 yHUUTOXKY [lonropykux. Ilycts u oHa mobopercs co MHOIO
— YBUJUM, KTO CWJIBHEE... HUIKOMY, HUKOMY HE OTZIaM £ €ro!

[{apeBHa mnoxHANACh B BOJHEHMM MW BCA Jpoxaia. Bapyr onHa
CXBaTWJIaCh 3a OOK, XOJIONHBIE Kallld MOTa MOKa3aluch Ha JI0y ee, U OHa
ciabo 3akanuisiia. beccuiibHO omycTuiIach OHa B KPECIHO, U KPYIHBIE CIIE3bI
IIOJIWJIMCH U3 IJIa3 ee.

— He otnam, He oTHaMm... a €ciu MEHsl BO3bMYT OT HETO — HE JIFOIH, a
bor?.. Ecnu ympy — 4To Torma?.. A MHE BCE€ TeNEpbh HAaYMHAET Ka3aThCs,
YTO YMpY S CKOpO...

W nonro oHa cuaena nepes OTKPBITBIM OKOIIKOM M BCE TUIaKalla, U BCE
Iymana, U HUIKTO HE 3HaJl, 4YTO TBOPUTCS B FOHOM JIyIIE €e.

v

HBop mnepeexan B Ilereprod. Iletp B cCOmpoBOXIEHUH MOJIOIOTO
Jlonropykoro, 1iecapeBHbl EllM3aBeThl U CECTPhI 00BE3UI 3HAKOMbIE MECTa
u ObUT B caMOM JydllieM HacTpoeHuun Jyxa. OH ObLI JOBOJEH BCEMU
CACITAaHHBIMU TIPEIIOIOKEHUSIMA W YK€ CTPOWJI IUIaHBI, KaK OHH OyIyT
OXOTUTHCA U BecenuThed. Ilereprod B To Bpemsi ObUI COBCEM HE TOT, UTO
tenepb. Llapckuii aBOpen, XOTsS M yaI00HO MOCTPOCHHBIM, HE MPEICTaBIIsI
HUYero ocoOeHHoro. 3xaech Obuta coOpana eme Ilerpom Benukum
KOJIJICKIUS KapTUH, HO KapTUHBI 3T HAXOJUIUCh 0€3 BCIKOTO MPUCMOTPA U
3HAYUTEJIbHO MocTpajanu. J[BopiioBas mebenb Oblia TOKE METPOBCKas, T. €.
camasi mipocras. [[Bopel CTOsuI Ha TOM K€ MECTE, KaK M TEIepb: C €ro
OaJIKOHOB OTKpBIBAJICS BHUJI HA MOpE; BHU3Y OWIM (OHTAHBI, HO MapK
COBCEM TIOYTH HE OB PACUUINCH, U TOJIBKO B DAY MEIKHX CTPOCHHM IS
NPUABOPHBIX KpPacoOBAJIMCh JBa MNpPEJIECTHbIE JOMUKA: Mapnu wu
Moumnesup. ..

B Monnnesupe aenanuch NPUTOTOBICHUS MJIS Pa3HBIX IPa3IHECTB.
HukTo He 3Han, HaAodro JiM KHsA3b MeHmuKoB yexain B OpaHueHOaym u
KOIJIa CIOJIa BEPHETCS; HO JHS Yepe3 JiBa MO Mepee3de ABOpa Ha JIETHIOO
PE3UACHIIUI0 BCE OBUIM MOPAXKEHbl HEOXKUJAHHOI U BaXKHOK BECTHIO:
roHeny u3 PanHOoBa W3BECTWJ, 4YTO CBETICHIIUM KHS3b AJIEKCAHID
JanunoBuu Tskko OosieH. loHenr mipuBe3 mnHChMO MEHIIMKOBA K



umriepatopy. OHO ObUIO HANMMCAHO APOKAILEH PYKOIO, M1 B HEM CBETJICHIIIMIA
MPOLLIAJICS ¢ UMIIEPATOPOM. DTO MUCHMO OBLIO €r0 3aBEIIAHUEM.

Terio u kpacHopeunBO mnucain oH Ilerpy O TOM, Kakue Il HETO
HACTyMalOT MHOTOTPYAHBIE TOABI, YKa3blBal €My €ro OOsI3aHHOCTH
OTHOCUTENBHO Poccum — «HEOOCTPOCHHOW MAIMHBL», YBELIEBAJI
ciaymarbest OcTepMaHa 1 MUHUCTPOB, OBITh MPABOCYAHBIM. B TO ske Bpems
OH mucan u K wieHaM BepxoBHoro CoBera, mopyyajl UM CBOK CEMBIO,
OJTHUM CJIOBOM, IPUTOTOBUJICSI IEUCTBUTEILHO YMHUPATh.

B nepByt0o MHUHYTY HMKTO Ja)X€ WM HE MOBEPUJI ITOMY HU3BECTHIO, TaK
OHO OBUJIO HEOXKMJIAaHHO; HO KHSDKECKHMH TOHell MOJpOOHO pacckasal o
0one3nu ceemenmero. Okas3anock, 4To ceivac no npuesae B OpanneHoaym
OH pPACXBOpAJICSI M TEIEph JIEKUT B BEIUKOW CIA0OCTH M JIMXOPAAKE U
XapkaeT KpoBbio. He BepuTh ObLIO HETB3S.

HeoOpuaiinoe BoiHeHUE MOAHIIOCH B [leTeprode; Bce xonunu Ipyr K
IpYTy, BCE TOJKOBAIIN, MOKUMAJIH IIJIEYaMU, Ka4yaJld TOJIOBOKO, U3YMIISUIKCH,
axaliy, paJoBaJIMCh, 3aJlaBalii ceOe BCsKMe BOMPOCHL. YUTo ke Teneps Oyner,
ko ympeT Aunekcanap Janwnera? Xopomo OyaeT OT JIIOTOro 3Beps
M30aBUTHCS; TIONHUMYTCA CTapUHHBIE (paMuiuu: KHA3b [OnuibIH Oyner
MMETh TEPBBIM rojoc BO Bcex Jnenax. MHbM, Ooliee pacCylIUTENbHBIM U
NAJIbHO30PKUM, MPEACTABIUIOCHh TAaKXE, YTO, HECMOTPSI HA BCE 3TO, CO
cMepThio JlaHumeaa He OyIeT OMHOTO — He OyAeT MPEKHEH KPErKOH CUITBI
B MpaBuUTeNbCTBE. MMIiepaTop u ero Onu3kue pagoBajUCh BCETO OOJbIIE
TOMY, YTO BMECTE CO CMEpPThI0 MEHIIHNKOBA YHUYTOXHUTCS M HEBECTA.
Huxkorga Ha HEM He )KEHUTCs umneparop!

[lerp Besen CHapsAOWTh SKUIAXK M, CKPEI CEpALE, NOEXaI BMECTE C
CECTpOr0 HaBeCTUTh MeHmmkoBa. OH 3acTajl €ro B IMOCTENN U B IIOXOM
Buae. Kusas3s, aelicrButenbHO, Ouia nuxopaaka. OH CTOHAI W XapKai
KpoBblo. Tenepb OH mpeprIBarOIUMCS U ci1abbIM To1ocoM noBTopsii [letpy
CBOHU YBEUIAHMS, U KOIZIa TOBOPUII O CBOEM JOUEpHU — 3aIljiaKall.

FOnb1i1 umneparop ciyman ero Monmda. OH HE Kajlenl KHA3SA, €My
IpPOCTO ObLIO HEJIOBKO M XOTENOCh YUTHU ckopell. OH Tak U caenal: mpoObIB
B PanOoBe He Oouiblie yaca, yexaa oOpaTHoO.

Tsoxkenoe BIieyaraeHUe, MPOU3BEIECHHOE Ha HMIIEpaTtopa OO0JIE3HBIO
MeHmmkoBa, B TOT K€ JIEHb COBEPIICHHO M3MMaguioch; B Ilereproge ero
OXKujana Mporyjika B oOmecTBe Bcex Onm3kux eMy Joneil. Ilerp Benen
oceiarh cede CBOero IoouMoro koHst; EnvzaBera, npekpacHasi Hae€3IHUIA,
ToKe OblJIa BepXoM, IapeBHa HaTanbsi moMecTunach B KOJACKE C KHSKHOMN



Jlonropykoil u qpyroi cBoeil GpeilinHOM, U BC€ OHU OTIPABWIMCH BEPCT 32
IIECTh, TJ€ B MPEBOCXOAHON MECTHOCTH JIJISI HUX OBbUI YCTPOEH Mpa3IHUK:
MY3bIKa U POCKOIIIHBIA YKHUH.

Beceno Obio Ilerpy uyBcTBOBaTh cebsi Ha cBoOoge. C HUM psIOM
exajla KpacaBHIIa-TETyIlIka, ¥ OH BCce Ha Hee JroOoBaicsa. OnHa Obuta
CErojiHs ele Becesjaee OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, 03apsiia BCeX CBOei 0e33a00THOM
yABIOKOM, BeCeNble €€ IIYTKH TaK U ChIMaINCh, IEPEIaBAIUCh U3 YCT B yCTa
¥ BO30OyXJaM UCKpeHHMM cMmex npunBopHbix. K Ilerpy Enm3zapera Obuia
OYEHb JIACKOBA, HO BCE JKE€ TMOCTOSIHHO CJEpKMBajia M3JIUIIHIO €ro
HEKHOCTh. OHAa OCTaHaBJIMBaJa €r0 MOPBIBLI, HAIOMUHASI O TOM, YTO OH
peOEHOK, MaJBYMK, U YTO TaK OHAa Ha HEro u cMOTpUT. Ero 3to yxacHo
CEepAWSIO U MYYHWJIO, OH HM3BICKUBAJI BCE CIMOCOOBI JOKa3aTh €i, YTO OHA
omnbaeTcs, 4YTo OH CMEJBIN U JOBKUM MykurHa. OH MOA3aI0pUBal CBOETO
JIMXOTO KOHSI, IyCKaJI €r0 B Tajol, MOJIOAEUKH MEePENpPhIruBall Yepe3 PBHI,
Ia3a €ro CHsIM OXKMBIICHHEM, Ha IIEKax BBICTynaja pyMsHel. B cBoem
POCKOIITHOM IIJIaThe, CTPOMHBIN U U3SIIITHBIN, OH, IEHCTBUTEIBHO, 3aCTaBIISII
Ha ce0s roooBaThes. Y mpuHiiecca EnuzaBera ro0oBajgach UM, OHA OYEHb
Jo0uiIa 3TOr0 MUJIOTO, KPAacHMBOTO MallbiMKa, HO, KOHEYHO, HUKOTJA HE
MOIJIa CMOTPETh Ha HEro MHaye, Kak Ha pedeHka. OHa XOpomIio 3Halia, YyTo
elie HeaaBHO 0apoH AHjpei MBaHOBHY ToAaBall MPOEKT O HEOOXOAUMOCTH
Opaka mexnay Heto u Ilerpom. OHa 3Hama, 4TO ATOT Opak MMENT MHOTO
XOpOIIMX CTOPOH, MPUMHPSUT BCE NAPTUH, YNPOUYUBAI CIOKONCTBHE
rocyJapcTBa, HO BC€ K€ cama He Momia 0e3 cMexa 00 3TOM MOAyMaTh.
Kakoit 3T0 MyX — OTOT MaJCHbKUH XOPOIICHBKUN TIJIEMSHHUK?
Hacrosimuii ;keHuX ymep, MHOTO OJIM3KHUX, TOPOTUX YMEPJIO U MOTUOIIo 3a
nocineaHee Bpemsi. Tak BOT MHOM pa3 IIYTUT OHA, CMEETCS, BECEIUTCS KaK
OyaTo, a BAPYT 3aayMaeTcs W Tsokelno ed craneT. KoHneuHo, 0€33a00THBIN
XapakTep OepeT cBoe, Medallb MOPOXOAUT CKOPO, 30BET KW3Hb, 30BET
Becebe!

Nuorma en nmaxke ayMaloch, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB MPUAETCSA-TAKU
B3DIsIHYTH Ha [leTpa kak Ha Oymyiiero Myxa, Mo KpaHel Mepe, IpuaeTCs
oCTaparbCcsi HaJ 3THUM. YK OYeHb HEHABUCTHO €W ObUIO YCTYINHUTh €ro
KHsDKHEe MeHiukoBoil. Ho BoT MeHImmkoB 00JieH, yMUpPAET, UMIIepaTop He
JOOUT CBOEUW HEBECTHI, OHA €My MPOTUBHA — BCE YHUUYTOXKAETCS, U HE O
4YeM Ternepb AyMaTh. AX, KaK XOpOIIlo, KaK Beceso!

[IpuHiiecca TOXe MMOA3aJ0PUBAET CBOETO KOHSI U MUUTCS BCIEN 3a
UMIIEpaTOPOM, U BCE MPHUIBOPHBIE CMOTPST HA Hee, JIIOOYSICh €€ KPacoToro,



€€ CMEJIOCThIO U MPUPOIHBIM I'PAIIUO3HBIM BEJTUUHEM.

«Bouctuny oHa nous [lerpoBal!» — mienuyT uHbie TYOBI.

A Benukas kHskHA HaTtanbst MO4a U TPYCTHO €/1€T B CBOEM TSHKEIIOM
SKUIMAXKe, TPYCTHO CMOTPHUT BAalb, TJA€ MeEIbKalOT (GUTypbl Opara o
EnuzaBersl. Ee cnyTHUIBI HE CMEIOT HApYLIUTh MOJYAHUS, BUASAT, YTO
BEJIMKOW KHSDKHE HE 10 pa3roBopoB. UTo ¢ Hel, oHU HE 3HatoT. CTpaHHOU
KaKOW-TO CTajla OHa B MOCJeAHee BpeMsa. Bce Te ke HEOTBA3HBIE TYMBbI
npecinenytor Hartanpro. BuauT oHa, 4TO € KaXKIbIM JHEM YCHIIUBAETCA
MPUBSI3aHHOCTh Opara k Teryiike JIuze. C yTpa 10 Beuepa OHU BMECTE: IJIe
OH, TaM U OHa; TJie OHa, TaM W OH. I oHa XOpoIIIo 3HAET O MPOeKTe AHApes
HBaHoBHYA U TTPOCTO rOTOBA BOZHEHABUJIETh CBOETO CTApOro JApyra 3a 3TOT
y>KaCHBIN MPOEKT, HE MPOCTUT OHA €EMY HUKOIJA ATOTO!

Beuepom, mocie karaHbsi, BelMKasi KHsKHA I03Baja Opara k cebe u
3anepiia J1Bepb.

— Yro ThI Tak ckyuyHa, Hatama? — cpocun umreparop.

— AX, He3nmopoBa s, Ilerpyma, odeHp HE3IOpPOBa, a U HE OJHO
HE3JI0POBbBE. .. — IE€YaIbHO MPOTOBOPHIIA OHA.

— Yro Takoe? Obumaen pazse Te0s1 KTo-HHOYIb? CKaKH TOJIBKO!

— Tb1 MeHs oOmkaeb, Oparell. ..

— Yem? Haramenbka? [Tomumnyii! A tak mo0mnro Te0s, Kak s MOT TeOs
obuaers?!

— JIroOumb-TO0 THI MEHS TIOOWIL, — THXO OTBeTHiAa Harambsg, — a
Bce JIn3y IFOOUIITL OOJIBIIIE MEHS, ST 3TO XOPOIIIO BHIKY.
— Ax, Harama, — xpacHest BeiroBopua Iletp, — ax, Harama, 3auem

Thl MHE ToBopuIb 3T0? JIn3a HuKoraa Tede momMemniars He MOxeT. Bce moe
cepille TPUHAMICKUT Tede, W s Jo0MI0 TedsS Kak CecTpy, Kak Marb
poanyto!.. JIrobmo u JIuzy, Toapko TO coBceM apyroe neno... [locmorpw,
Kakas OHa KpacaBWIla, Kak JIOBKAa, BECeJa, MHE TaK YXacHO XOpOLIO U
BeceJo ¢ Hero... Ho Hukorga, Hukora s Te0s Jj1sl Hee He 3a0ymy!

Benukas KHs>KHA TPYCTHO YJIBIOHYNACH.

— 3alyzemnib, cCKOpo 3alynenib! — CTpaHHBIM TOJIOCOM MTPOTOBOPHUIIA
OHa ¥ MaxHyJla PyKOIO.

[letp mombexan K HEM, cTan mepel Hel Ha KOJIEHHU, MpHUKaJICsI K Hel
TOJIOBOIO, OOHSIJI €€ U IIIsAJIeN TaK JJACKOBO, TaK JIIOOOBHO M CMYILIEHHO.

— Ilerpymia, romyounk, — Hadana Haranbsi, — eciii Thl OUY€Hb MEHS
JOOUIIIb, TaK MOCIYIIANCSI MOETO COBETA.

— 4 Bcerna te0s ciymarch, — 3aMETHII UMIIEPATOp.



— Her, ne Bcerna; Tel He Bepb JIuze, HE Bepb, OHA OOMaHIIMUIIA, OHA
TeOs. HE JIIOOUT, OHA TOJBKO IIYTUT Ja CMEETCS HaJl TOOO, CMOTPUT Ha
Te0sl KaK Ha MaJICHLKOTO MaJIBUMKA, 4 Thl 1 HEBECTh YTO JTyMaelllb.

IleTp mMOgHSUICA HA HOTU WM BBITSIHYJICSI BO BECH POCT IEpPEN CECTPOM.
JInno ero BOPYT cAENanoCh CEPbE3HBIM U BAXKHBIM.

— DBo-niepBeIX, s BOBCE HE MAJIECHBKUUA MAJIBUUK, — PE3KO
BBITOBapHUBasi KaXKJI0€ CJIOBO Hayald OH, — MOCMOTPU HAa MEHS, Kakou
MaipauKk? IloTom, cectpuuia, MOTOM, 3HACUIb JU... BE€Ib BOT Y MEHS €CTh
HeBecCTa, KHsbkHa Mapusi. OHa ctapuie JIu3bl; OHa B ThICAUYY pa3 €€ XyxKe, a
Bce ke HeBecTa! Hy, 3TOil HEBeCThl CKOpPO HE Oy/eT, MHE HYyXKHa Oyaer
1pyras, MOTOMY YTO MHE HUKAaK HEJb3sl 0€3 HEBECThl — HTO TOBOPHUT U
Annpeit MIBaHOBHMY — y umneparopa JoJiKHA ObITh HeBecTa! Tak ckaxu
MHE caMa, KaKylo K€ HEBECTY MOKHO HalTu MHe Jiyuuie JIuzsl? Beap 310
emie 70 cMepTu Oadymiku cam AuHapeit MBaHblu mpuayman, a OH Takou
O0OPBI, YMHBIH, YYEHBIN — OH JTypHOTO Jia TIIYIOro He PUAYMAaeT.

«Ax, Aaapent MBanbry, Anapeit FMiBanbI4, U ThI cTaN XyXe Bparal» —
nojymana npo ceds napesHa Haranbs.

— Ilocnymaii, — obGparunack oHa Kk Opary, — AHapeil liBaHb4 ymeH,
71a, HO TOJILKO BEAb M Y YMHOIO YEJIOBEKa ObIBAE€T 3aTEMHEHHUE B PACCYIIKE.
XOopolio OH MPUAYMaJ, a BBIXOAUT BCE K€ coBceM AypHo. OH Hemel,
AHpnpeit VBaHbI4, a MBI pyCcCKHe, MPABOCIABHBIE, OH 3a0bLI, YTO TPEITHO
YKEHUTBHCS HAa POIHOU TETKE: bor He BENUT, IEPKOBb HE pa3peliacT.

— DJ10 nyctoe! — HaxMypuB OpoBH, ckazai [leTp u cTan B BOJTHEHUU
XOAUTh MO KOMHare. — OJTo myctoe! Pamu Omara rocymapctBa, paau
HEOTJIO)KHOM HYXIbl U bOI, W LEpKOBb paspelarT. Beap U HEMIBI He
UJIOJIOTIOKJIOHHUKH K€, & Y HUX TaKUe KEHUTHOBI 3a4aCTyI0 ObIBAIOT.

— Hexopoiiio, HEXOPOIIO Thl 3TO TOBOPHIIL, Oparel, HUKAKOM TYT
HY>XIBI HEOTJIOKHOW HET, M HUKAKOro Jo0pa u3 3Toro He BeIiAeT. Kak
nepen borom roBopro Tede, BEIOPOCH 3TO U3 MBICIEH, HE TyMmail 00 9TOM, He
IOJKHO 3TOMY CTaThCst!

[lerp momyan Heckoabko MrHoBeHMM. Hakonenr oH o0epHyncs k
cecTpe.

— Buauis yto, Harama, — TBEpABIM TOJIOCOM CKa3ajl OH, — ThI BCE
3TO TOBOPHIIbL, IOTOMY 4YTO TeOe KaxeTcs, Oyaro s irobmo JIuzy Oosnblie,
Hexelm TeOsI, ¥ 4To eciim O OHAa cTajla MOCH JKEHOIO, TaK s TeOs 3a0b11 OBl
coBceM. Ho panu bora, Harama, He mymaii 006 3ToMm... Eciii 6 TOJIBKO MOTJIO
CIIYYUTHCA. .. (OATH sIpKasi Kpacka 3ajuiia ero MmeKu), eciiu 0 ObLIO 3TO Tak,



Ka)XeTCsl, CHaCTIIMBEe MEHS He ObUIO Obl Ha BCEM CBETE YEJIOBEKa — Y MEHS
OBl U cecTpa Joporasi, U xeHa Obun Obl... I Hukorga JIuza He MOXKET MHE
IOMeIIaTh JIIOOUTH TeOsA, Ja M OHa BOBCE HE XOYET TOr0, OHA camMa TeOs
moout. He roBopu aypHoro npo JIusy; Tel Takas yMHas, Takas joOpas,
3a4eM JK€ Thl XO4YEIlb 3JI0K0 CJeNarhcs, HecnpaBeqiuBor? CamMa MeHs
YUHIITb ObITh CIIPABEUTMBBIM, TaK IPUMEP MHE TTOKaku. Bo Bcem Oymy TeOs
CITyIIaThCs, BCe JJIs TeOs caenato, a JIu3y He TpoHb, JIn3a cama coboro!..

N Tletp, HEKHO TOIIEIOBAB CECTPY, BbIea OT Hee. ONATh TOPHKO U
Oc3HaIeKHO 3allIakana Benukas KHshkHa Harambs.

V

JIHu npoxomuiii 3a JHAMM — HUMIIEpATop Bce Becenuica. Hekomy
OBLJIO CTECHATH €ro: Jalieko B cBoeM PamOoBe, JIeKUT Ha MocTenu 00JIbHOU
n ymuparommin Anekcanap JanunoBud. OQuH 4€I0BEK TOJIBKO U OCTAJICS,
KOTOPBIN MOT Obl CTECHUTH Becelibe, — 3T0 AHpei MBanoBuy OcTepmaH.
Ho Annpen MBaHOBMY HE CTECHSAET MMIEPATOPa; OH TOBOPUT, YTO MOCIHE
YY€HbsI, B JIETHIOIO TMOpY, OTAOXHYTb HYXHO, MOBECEIUTHCA, JIUIIb OBl
3a0aBbl HE MEUIAJIN JeIy, JUIIb Obl HE OYEHb YK JOJTO OHU MPOTSIHYIIUCH.
CrnenoBarenbHO, MOXKHO BECEJIMTHCS C YUCTOW COBECTBIO: J1ayke AJIEKCaHID
JlanunoBud HakasbiBal ciymarbes OctepMana. [[pyrue Onu3kue JOAU HU
B uYeM He mnepedar umneparopy. HMBaH Jlonropykuii KaxXIbld J€Hb
IPUAYMBIBAET HOBbIE 3a0aBbl: TO OXOTY YCTPOUT, TO KaTaHbE C MY3bIKOW U
NECHSIMU, TO BO ABOPEL Wi 1o ()OHTaHAMH MaIlIKapasy.

[lecapeBna Enm3aBerta — Aymma 3TOro BECENbs; JHU IMPOXOMAT Kak
PANOCTHBIN COH U TOJIBKO JKAJIKO, YTO CKOPO TaK UIYT OHHU, U YTO BPEMEHU
yaepkarb HeBO3MOkHO. OpmHoii cectpunie Harame He mo cebe — Bce
I'PYCTHA OHA, MHOIZA II0 LEJBIM JHAM M3 CBOMX IIOKOEB HE BBIXOAUT, HO
cectpuua Harama He31opoBa; BOT NOIIPABUTCS — XOPOIIKUE JOKTOpa €€
Jieyar — MONPABUTCS U CHOBA CTAHET BECENasl.

Kaxneiii nens e3asat rousl B PanOos n n3 PanOosa. CHauana KHSA3I0
BC€ OBLIO Xy’K€, HO BAPYT MOJIETYaio.

— He ymper eme, moau, 4ai, BBI3TOPOBEET — UYTO €MY JIE€JIAETCA! —
TOJIKYIOT ITPUJBOPHBIE.



WU, neiictBUTENBHO, KH3b BbI3OpoBeEN. [leTp ObUIO moexan Kak-To K
HEMY, J1a Ha jopore B PanOoB ero camoro BcTpeTmi. Hecmotpsa Ha qoOpoe
CepAle, HE MOT HE IOA0CAT0BaTh HMIIEPATOP, U €CIU €My TSDKEIO U
HEJIOBKO OBLJIO CMOTPETH HA €1ab0ro ymupaniiero MeHImKkoBa, TO TENEpb,
Ha 3I0POBOT0, OH INISAEN MOJIOKUTEINBHO C BPAXKIOIO.

«IIycTp TONBKO OIIATH 3a CTApOE MPUMETCS, MYCTh TOJIBKO, — JyMall
OH, — sI IOKa)XXy €MY, UTO CO MHOM TPYIHO TATrarbCs!»

Cityyali mokas3aTh 3TO CKOPO IIPEACTABUIICS.

MenmmukoB ensa nosiBuiica B Ilereprode, ceituac sxe u morpedoBan
OTYeTa BO BCEM, YTO MPOM3OILIO BO BpeMs ero Oosie3Hu. OH, OYEBUHO,
3a0bU1 UCTOPUIO C AEBATHIO THICSYAMU YEPBOHLIEB, WM PACCYdW, YTO HE
CTOUT TpUJaBaTh €W OOJIBIIOr0 3HAYEHUs, YTO OTO TOJIBKO ObLIa
MUMOJIETHAs! BCIIBIIIKA U OT HEE HUYEro He ocTanock. OH mpu3Bal K cede
LIApCKOTO KaMepAuHEpa W CIPOCWI €ro, Kylda HCTPAYeHbl TPU THICAYU
pyOnel, naHHble A MEJNKUX pacxooB ummeparopa. Kamepaunep Havai
BBICUMTHIBATH, HO HE JIOCYUTAJICS HECKOJIBKUX COTEH U OOBSIBUII, UTO BbIIA
MX UMIIEPATOPY IO €r0 MPUKA3Y.

MeHmmkoB pa3OpaHuil KaMepAWHEpa, NPOrHajJ €ro M BeJlel eMy
HeMeJUIeHHO yOuparbess u3  llereproga. Kamepaunep kuHyncs K
MMIIEPATOPY, NOBAJIMJIICA €EMY B HOT'M M YMOJISIJI 3aCTYIIUTHCS 32 HETO IEPEN
kHs3eM. lleTp Tonpko M kenan 4ero-HUOyap MOJAOOHOTO M yXBaTHWIICS 3a
BO3MOXKHOCTh TOKa3aTh ce0s1 MenmmukoBy. OH mpu3Bai ero kK cede u
BCTPETWJI TAaK, 4YTO KHA3b OIITH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ BO3BPAIICHUE CBOEU
auxopaaku. Bce KOHUMIIOCH TeM, YTO KaMepauHep ObUT BO3BpALIEH.

JlHst yepe3 ABa OMsITh NOBTOPHIIACH MOAOOHAS CIICHA.

[letp notpeboBan y MeHIIMKoBa NSATHCOT YEPBOHIIEB.

— 3auem? — cripocusl MEHIINKOB.

— Hano6Ho! — pe3ko orserun [letp.

Anekcannp JlaHWIOBMY HHMYETr0 HE BO3pa3sWil M BEJIENI BBIIATh
yepBOoHIIbL. [leTp certuac ke cHec ux k Llapesne Haranse B momapok.

— Bor kak g ero y4y, — ckasall OH €il, — He0O0Ch, Telepb OH UX Y
Te0s1 HE OTHUMET!

Ho xakoBo ObUIO H3yMJIEHWE HWMIIEpaTopa, KOrja 4Yepe3 uvac
KakoH-HUOyIb cecTpa oObsiBHIIA eMy, 4To Ajekcanap JlaHuinoBud otoOpant
y HEE 3TU YEPBOHLIBI.

— I'me on, rue oH, 3ToT MenmukoB? IlomaiiTe MHE ero ceildac ke, Iie
OH? — 3aJbIXasACh OT BOJHEHMS U THEBA KPUYAJ UMIIEPATOP.



MeHniukoBa He 0b110. OH TOJIBKO YTO yexan K cede B PaHOOB.

[lerp xoren OBUIO HEMEUIEHHO 3a HUM €XaTb, HO MOTOM PaCCyIWJ
VHAYe.

— CnumkoM MHOTO IJIsI HEro 4ectu, — ckaszaln oH. — Ceigac
MocJiaTh TOHIA U BepHYTh ero! Ckaszarb eMy, 4TO sl JOJKEH €ro BUJIETh,
4TOO OH BO3BPATHJICS HEMEIJICHHO.

MEHIIMKOB BEPHYJICS B CTPALTHOM Pa3ApAKEHUH.

— YTto 5TO 3HAYMWT, BalI€ BEIMYECTBO, — CKa3aJl OH, BXOAS K
MMIIEPATOPY, — YTO Thl MEHS C AOPOTU Bopodaenib? Jlen BaXKHBIX HUKAKUX
HET, ye3Xasi, 51 pelInyl BCe, a 51 yCTapell, YTOObI Thl TaK IIOMBIKaJl MHOIO.

— He s ToOO0¥M mTOMBIKaI0, a Thl MHOM MOMBIKATh XOUEIlb, — 3aMETHII
emy [letp. — TsI BepHO 3205171, UTO 51 TOBOPHII Te€OE, THI 3a0bLI, UTO OOEIIAT
MHE HUCITOJHATh MOM MPUKA3aHUSA U HE MEPEUUTh MOUM PACIOPSLKEHUSIM.
IoAApuil CECTPE MOEU MATHCOT YEPBOHLEB, U Thl ONSATH OCMEIIWIICS OTHSTH
UX, YTO K€ ITO, HAKOHEI], TaKOoe?

— Ho, Bame BenmuecTBO, paccyiu. ..

[letp nepebun ero. OH TONHYJ HOTOIO M, CKa3aB:«s TeOs Hayuy, s Te0e
MOKaXYy, UTO s UMIIEPATOp M UTO MHE HaJOOHO MMOBUHOBATHCS!», BBIIICI U3
KOMHATBL.

OH He xoren BUAETh MEHIIMKOBA, HE XOTEA O HEM CJBIIIATh.
Cpemnedimuii He 3HAJN, 4YTO €My Jelarh. EmMy sCHO ObLIO, YTO MHOTO
HEJaJHOTO COBEPIIMIOCH BO BpeMsa ero Oonesnu: lletp mpuyuwmics K
cB0O0OOZIE, K TOMY K€ U Bparu KHSKECKHE, OYEBMJIHO, CYMENU BOOPYKHUTh
€ro MPOTUB OYyIyIIEro TeCTS.

«Benp, 4TO HU 4YENIOBEK, TO Bpar MHE JIIOThIM! — nyMan MEHIIMKOB.
— Yro ke 310 Takoe? Benb 3Tak OHMU B caMOM JIeJie CHUXHYT MeHsI — Oefia!
N ne Ha KOro monoxuthed... Hanesnes s, uro Ocrepman 3a MeHA... Benp
BOT MOHUCAJ OH, BCE MHUCAJ, YTO CIEAUT 3a HMIEPATOPOM, IIHUCAJ, 4YTO
MMIIEPaToOp PaLyeTCsl MOEMY BO3LOPOBJIEHHUIO, — MHOIO ITHACAJ, a, MOXET,
caMblid 3TOT OCTEpPMaH U €CTh JIFOTeHMK Bpar Moi! Ha xoro monoxurbcs?
Bor o0HO, nocnegHee MNHCBMO €ro... Wb Kak pacnuchiBaeT:«Bamry
BBICOKOKHSIKECKYIO CBETJIOCTh BCEIMIOKOPHEMIIIE MPOITY O MPOIJICHUH Ballen
BBICOKOM MWIOCTH W Mojis bora o 3apaBum Bamem npeObiBaio cC
riyOouaiuM ~ pecnekroM — Bamell  BeIMKOKHSKECKOHM  CBETJIOCTH
BceHmkaumuii ciryra A. Ocrepman». Xopom ciayra! Xopowm apyr! Bor u
Iletp npunmceiBaet:« a1 mpu cem Bamen Csernoctv, W CBETIEUIIEH
KHATHMHE M HEBECTE M CBOSYMHE M TETKE W ILIYPUHY IMOKIOH OTAAr0



mobutensHblil [letp». Ho 310, HEOOCh, caM AHzpel MpOAUKTOBAJ, 4TOO
raza oTBecTu MHe. Het, Hy)kHO nmoOpartbcsa g0 Octepmana, MOCIyLIATh,
YTO-TO OH CKAXKET, KAK BBIBEPHETCS!»

Anexkcanap /laHWMI0BHY BBINIEN W3 IBOPIA, CIYCTWICS C MPUTOPKA U
HalpaBWICSI K JAOMHKY, 3aHuMmaeMoMy OcrtepmanoM. bapon Amnzapen
HNBaHoBMY C yTpa HE BBIXOAWJ U3 CBOEW KOMHATbl. OH 3HaN, Kakas BO
JBOpIIE UJIET Oypsi, €ro JKeHa y)Ke JIBa paza MPUHOCUJIA €My OTTyAa camble
CBEXHE BeCTU. A BO BpeMs Oypb U BOJIHEHHI, OY€Hb YaCTO UM CaMUM
MIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIX, AHJApell BaHOBHY Bcerma CUAECH JOMa, OIAEPKHUMBIN
BCEBO3MOXHBIMU Heayramu. OH U Teneph cjaesiall BUa 00JIbHOTO YesloBeKa:
CHSJI MapuK, HaJen nuiapok, CIyCTH MITOPY U JaXe MOCTaBWI Tepes
CBOCIO MOCTEJBIO CKIISIHKY C KAKUM-TO JIEKAPCTBOM.

Anapeit MBaHOBUY 3aHMMall MaJI€HBKOE MOMEIIEHHE — TpHU O€IHO
MeOIMpOBaHHBIE KOMHATHI, U BOBCE HE MO3a00THIICS, YTOOBI UX YKPACHUTh.
He nro6u oH u3nuniHen poCcKoIIy, Aa U BOOOIIE HUKAKUX TPaT HE JIIOOWT,;
JUIsl HETO OBLIO HECPABHEHHO MPUSTHEE OTIOXKHUTH JIEHEKKY B Oe30macHoe
MeCTO Ha 4YepHbId JeHb. K Takoil ke OepeXJIMBOCTH M CKYNOCTH MPUYYNIT
OH U CBOKWO OapoHeccy, KoTopas OblJla €My BEpPHBIM JpPyroM, CyMelia
OKOHYATEJIbHO BOWTH BO BCE€ MHTEPECHI W IUIaHBI MYy>Ka M 0€3 AyIIU €ro
mo0una.

baponecca Mapda HMBanoBHa OctepmaH, ypoxJaeHHas CTpeniHesa,
Obuta cocBarana AHnpero MBanoBuuy camum Iletpom Benukum, u B
HECKOJIBKO JIET CHACTIIMBOW CEMEMHOM XHU3HH KaK-TO JAXE IO BHEIIHEMY
BUJTy COBCEM TIPEBpaTHIIach B HEMEIKYIO (Ppay.

Tenepb OHa TOJBKO YTO BEpHYyJach M3 OOJIBIIOrO JABOPIA U IICTHYIA
MYy, 4YTO cedyac TaM ObUIO KpymHOE OObSICHEHHWE Yy Trocyaaps ¢
MeHIIUKOBBIM, U 4TO AJiekcaHip J[aHUIOBUY CHENIHO HAET TEeHeph K UX
TIOMUKY.

— Iloau, monu, moau Ha KyxHio! — ObIcTpoO 3amientan OcTepmaH. —
Kak 0ynro te0s u Hety!

baponecca ckpeutach, a AHzapeid BaHOBUY COCTPOWII CaMylo
0oJe3HEHHYI0 (DU3MOHOMHIO, JIET Ha TOCTEeIb, HAIMI ceOe JIEKapCTRa,
00epHYJI TOJIOBY MOKpPBIM IMOJOTEHILIEM M MPUHSIICA TUXO CTOHaTh. Yepes
MHHYTY K HEMY BXOAUI MEHIIMKOB.

— Bansemincs, Oosnen onsiTh, HEOOCH, MOMpeEIIb K Beuepy? UTo-To yxK
JI0JITO Thl YMHUpaEIh, C TEX MOp Kak Tebst 3Hat0. 1 Bce oT Oone3Hel TBoux



JIIOTBIX TOJBKO pacnupaeT Te0s BO Bce cTopoHbl! — EnBa clepkuBasi CBOM
rHEeB, Hayajl MeHIIUKOB, €1Ba BOIIIC]I.

— bonen, 0oJieH, Ballla BEICOKOKHSDKECKass MIJIOCTh! — o0Xasl M KakK Obl
HE 3aMeyas MEHIIMKOBCKOTO TOHA, OTBeTWJI OcTepMaH, UCKYCHO BbIpa)as
Ha CBOEM JIMIIE HEBBIHOCUMBIE CTpaJaHusi. — TakK rosoBa TPELIUT, YTO €JIe
IsKy Ha cBeT bokuii. BoT okHO 3aHaBecuI1, a Bce TiazaM OOJIbHO.

— A, HeboCh, HE OOJBHO TV1a3aM U HE CTBHIIHO UM CMOTPETH Ha CBET
boxwuii, nenas BCsAKUe HEMOTPEOHBIE Jiesia? — YK€ HE CIASPKUBAsI CBOETO
THEBA BO3BBICHII TOJIOC MEHIIINKOB.

— Kakune Ttakume pgena? O dYeM TOBOPUTH M3BOJIMTE, Balla
BBICOKOKHSDKECKast MHIIIOCTh? OX, ox! — nipocTtoHan OctepMmad.

— He 3HaeT, He MOHMMAET, CKaXXU Ha MUIOCTh! AHApPE, CMOTPH Y
MEHsI, HE JOBOJIU JI0 TOCJIEAHETO, UJIU Thl MEHS HE 3HACIIIb?

— Ox, ox! Jla TonkoM cka3bIBaii, Ballla BHICOKOKHSKECKasi MUJIOCTb,
er bory Hu4ero He noHMUMaro.

— Te1 MHe THcan 3TO MUCHBMO? — BBIHYJA MEHIIMKOB U3 KapMmaHa
TTAKET.

— 1. TyT BOT 1 IpUIIHCOYKA €CTh UMIIEPATOPA.

— To-to mnpunumcouka, nucarb-To Thl Mactep! Bce Bpems meHs
YCIIOKanBaj, YBEPsJ, YTO HMIIEPATOP CIPAIIMBAECT IPO MEHS, MKAJICET,
KEIaeT 3M0pPOBhs. A 4TO BBl TYT Oe3 MeHs Hanenanu? Tel, s yaro, BCe JHU
Typ4all eMy Ha MEHs!

— boxe MeHs coxpaHu u u30aBu! — BIPYr MOAHSUI TOJIOBY C
noaymwku OcTrepMaH, B HEKOTOPOM HM3YyMIIEHUM TS Ha MeEHIIHKoBa. —
YToObI s MOT... J1a 3a4eM, CKaku Ha MUJIOCTh? W oTKyma y TeOs Takue
MbICIIH OepyTcsl, Ballla BRICOKOKHsDKeckas Muiiocth? I'pex tebe! U, rmasHoe,
OJTHOTO COOOpa3UTh HE MOTY, HEYXKTO * Bbl MEHS 32 MaJIOrO peOeHKa Ui 3a
nypaka nountaere? Eciam MoeMy ceplIeHHOMY PaCHOJIOKEHHIO U PECIIEKTY K
cebe He BEepHUTe, TaK MOoayMau Obl O TOM, 4TO caMm s cebe He Bpar. Kem xe s
U JIEpKYyCh, KaK He Bamu, Bamia muiocte?! Hy, He npuBenu bor, uto ¢ Bamu,
TaK BeAp Kyaa s aeHych? CoTpyT MEHs, 3a OJTHO TO COTPYT, YTO 51 C BAMHU B
Jagax ObUI, HUKOTJA HEe MpocTAT 3Toro! Tak Benb s Bce OUYE€Hb 3TO XOPOIIO
MOHUMAI0, KaK e MOT'Y 4TO-HUOY/Ib AypHOE PO Bac 3aMbICIUTh! OX, 0X...
MIIIb T0JIOBA MIPOKJISITas!!

MEHIIMKOB MOJTYAJI B HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH.

«Henerkas ero 3maer, — nmymMan oH, — XUTpbelM Hemen! Mnm Tyt
B3aIlpaBAy APYyryue PyKH ACHCTBOBAIN? !»



Tak, B HEPEMIUTEIBHOCTH U C TSKEJIBIM YyBCTBOM, W BBIIIEI KHSA3b OT
Annpes MBanoBuya.

[o ero yxoae B KOMHATy NpoKpajack OapoHecca.

— Hy uto %, Anapeii MiBaHbI4, HUYEro, 3aCTaBUJI 3aMoiiyath ero! S
BCE y JIBEPU CJIBIIIAJIA.

— Jla kak xe ¢ HUM uHaue? — mporoBopws OcTrepMaH, CHUMAs C
TOJIOBBI CBOIO MOBSI3KY. — A ThI BOT UTO, MEUH T€pPIXEH, 000K HEMHOTO,
Jla CXOJIA OMSTh BO JIBOPEILl, Y3HAH, KOIJla OH YENIET, TOTAa MPUAN U CKaXKH
MHE: Teneph TyJa HaJ0 — C Beuepa Bellb TaM He ObLI.

Annpeln IBaHOBMY J0CTaln MAaJIeHbKOE CKIIAJHOE 3E€pKaJblie |
MPUTOTOBUJI ce0€ MApPUK; JIEKAPCTBO CHOBA BBUIMJI B CTKIISIHKY W CHJIET,
NOKUIAACh BO3BPALCHUS KEHbl. Ero miaza BecCelo CMOTPENU, TOJOBHOU
00711 Kak He ObIBaJIO.

Vi

26 asrycta B llereprode Obul OONBIION MOpa3qHUK — WMEHUHBI
BeNMKOM KHsKHBI Harameu. K 3TOMy 1HIO crloma coOpaiuch Jaxe BCe
PUABOPHBIE U CAHOBHUKHU, ocTaBaBiuecs B [lerepOypre. [IpurotoBisumch
pasHble npa3aHecTBa. Eie 3a Tpu 1Hs Bce yOUpanock, MapK pacyuIiaics; y
Momnme3upa roroBwics Oonbinoi (eiiepBepk. Ele HakanyHe BedepoM
KkH3b Anexkcannp JanunoBud npuobu1 n3 OpanueHOaymMa co BCEM CBOUM
ceMericTBoM. IleTp xoTen 0coOEHHO Becesno OTIpa3aHOBaTh JIEHb UMEHHUH
CECTPBI U TOJIBKO OJHO €ro CMyIIaJO0 — OHA caMa. 3JI0POBbE BEJIMKOU
KHSDKHBI OY€Hb IUIOXO IIONPABIBUIOCh; HECMOTPS HAa XOpPOLIMM BO3AYX,
NpOTYJAKM M JIEKapCTBa, OHA Bce ObUIa OYeHb OJemHa, 3aAyMyHBa, IIO
BpemeHaM Kanuisiia. Korma OcrepMaH cnpammBall €€ O 3J10pPOBbH, OHA
[eYaJIbHO KayaJja roJI0BOK0 U TOBOPUJIA EMY:

— AX, AHapelt MBaHbIY, KaK K€ MHE TYT NOIPABUTHCS, KOTJIa CEPALIE
HE Ha MecTe. Pa3Be BBl HE BUIIUTE, YTO KPYroMm Hac naenaercs? bparen mo—
IIPEXKHEMY JIJACKOB CO MHOIO, HO BCE K€ HU MOM COBETHI, HU Ballll HA HETO
HEe IeUCTBYIOT. BoT OH Teneps capyxuiics ¢ MBaHoM [lonropykum, Bce Ha
OXOTE C HUM Jia C [IECAPEBHOM. ..

OcTepmaH HE HaXOIWJ CJIOB, YTOOBI OTBEYATh €if Ha 9T0. OH, KOHEUHO,
HE XyXE€ €€ BCE BHUACH M MOHUMAJ, HO CYUTAIT HEBO3MOXHBIM PE3KO



BMENIMBAThHCA B JIeJIa UMIEpaTopa U oTcTpanuth Jonropykux. Teneps ogHa
Obua 1e1h y 0apoHa AHapes MBaHOBUYAa — YHMUYTOXKUTH MEHIIUMKOBA, U
OH MPSIMO IIEJ K ATOM 11€J1H, 3a0bIBasi BCE OCTAIBHOE.

Pano yrpom Top)kectBeHHOro nHs IleTp mpocCHynCs U elie B MOCTENn
BeJIeNI 1T03BaTh K cebe HOBOTO Jrobumiia, kHA3s1 MBana Jlonropykoro. Tot He
3aCTaBWJI ceO0s JKIaThb. OTO OBUI elle O4YeHb MOJIOJOH 4YeIoBEK, JIET
NBAJATH JIBYX, C HENPaBWIbHBIM, HO JOBOJBHO NPHUATHBIM JIMIIOM H
OTKPBITBIMHM BecCeNIbIMU Tiazamu. Bcernma dbpaHToBaThIl U ga)Ke POCKOIITHO
OJICThIM, YMEBIIUM, KOTJa HaI0, Jep>KaTb ce0sd B BBICHICH CTENEHU
MPWJIAYHO U C TAKTOM, KOTZIa HaJ0, COBEPIIEHHO PACITyCKaThCsl, MOHSABIIUN
XapakTep UMIIEPaTopa U B KOPOTKOE BPEMsI BOLIEIAIIAN €My B AYIY, OH,
€CTEeCTBEHHO, JOHKeH ObUT mrparh Oomnbinryio ponb mpu Ilerpe. OH Obul
HEUCTOIIMM B  IPUAYMBIBAHUM  BCEBO3MOXKHBIX  pa3BJICUCHUN U
YIOBOJIbCTBHM, 3HAJ, KaK HAJ0 TOBOPHUTh C FOHBIM HMMIIEPATOPOM, KOTO
XBaJIUTh, KOTO OpaHUTh, a, TIABHOE, MOAJaKUBaTh U MOTBOPCTBOBATh BCEM
Kapu3aM M KEeJaHUsIM CBOETO HOBOTO Apyra. [lerpy oueHb HpaBUIOCH, UTO
B3POCIIBIM MOJIOZION YEJIOBEK pa3JiesisieT BCe €ro 3a0aBbl, OH CaM MPU 3TOM
3a0bIBaJI CBOM TOABI U CUUTA Cc€0Sd TaKUM >KE€ B3POCIBIM MOJOJBIM
yejgoBekoM. IleTp pasBuiicsi HEOOBIKHOBEHHO OBICTPO U, JEUCTBHUTEILHO,
HUKaK HEJIb3s OBbUIO MPUHATH €r0 3a JIBEHAJATUJICTHETO MaJlbuMKa.
CrocoOHBIN ¥ YMHBIN OT MPUPOBI, OIAPEHHBIN KPEMKUM OpraHU3MOM, OH
TOPONMUJICS KUTh U KaK-TO BAPYT MPOBET YEPTY, 38 KOTOPOK OCTAJIIOCH €TI0
NETCTBO U IPEKHUM BHYTPEHHUM MHUp €ro. KoHeYHO, OH enie Mmo—AeTCKU
OTHOCWJICS K 3a0aBaM, HO Bellb €ro 3a0aBbl ObUIM 3a0aBaMH B3POCIBIX
moaei! OH JIF0OUI 0XOTY, CKaYKU U BCAKHWE TUMHACTUYECKHUE YIIPAKHEHUS.
ITon BinustHEEM JlOJITOPYKOTO OH COBCEM HMHAY€, YEM HECKOJIBKO MECSALIEB
TOMY HazaJ, CTaJl CMOTPETh Ha XOPOIIEHBbKHX XECHIIWH. Temnepsb yxke OH
CKazaj caMm cebe, uto BIt0OJeH B npuHIieccy EnuzaBery, u 4acTo moBepsi
00 aToit mo6Bu Apyry Jonropykomy. Ho 3T0 He Memano emy 3amedarb U
IPYTUe XOPOLIEHBKHE JIMIA; €My HPAaBUIIOCh, KOTAA MOJOIBIC JIEBYIIKH C
MOYTUTEJIBHBIM KOKETCTBOM OTHOCWJIUCH K HEMY; €My HPaBWJIOCH CIIYIIATh
pacckasbl JIoATOPYKOro 0 BCEBO3MOXKHBIX JTIOOOBHBIX MOXOXKJICHHSX, U HE
OBLJIO HUKOTO, KTO OBbI OJaropa3yMHBIMH PacCyXJCHUSMH M COBETaMU B
IPYTYIO CTOPOHY HAMpaBisl €ro MbIiciin. OcTepMaH 3Hall, UTO Pa3bIrpbIBaTh
TENepb POJb BOCIUTATEINSI, 3HAYUT, MOTYOUTH cebs, M OJIaropazymHoO
OTCTPAHSJICA, CTapasiCh TOJBKO Ka3aTbCs BOCHUTAHHUKY CBOEMY J0OPBIM,
JTACKOBBIM, BCEIJIa CHUCXOJAUTEIBHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.



Boling B cnmanbHiO uMIieparopa, KHA3b MBaH OecliepeMOHHO cen y
camou nocrenu I[lerpa.

— 3adeM M03Ball MEHS, TOCYIapb? — CHPOCHUIT OH.

— A BOT 3aueM: PacCKak MHE, 4TO Thl MPHUAYMAJl HACUET BEUYEPHETO
Mackapazaa, Kakue KOCTIOMbI? JloIropyKuil OKUBHIICS.

— Jla Huyero HOBOro He mpuayMai. Ilo-mMoemy, XOpowIO Tak, Kak
BUYEpA MBI pemin. Tbl, TOCyapp, oaeHembcsa ANOIUIOHOM, 1 — Mapcowm;
[I€CapeBHa €III€ HE PEIINJIa, KaK €i OIEThCH. . .

— Ilocroi, moroau; Hy, a cectpa, roBopuia Thl ¢ Heto? ContacHa oHa
ObITh MuHEpBOW?

— Benukas KHs>KHA OTBETUIIA MHE, YTO €CJIM Ha TO TBOS BOJIS, TAK OHA
MIEPEYNUTh HE CTAHET.

— Koneuno, koHeuHo, ObITh €1 MunepBoii. OHa kak ecTh MuHepBa,
most muitasi Munepga!.. Hy, a MeHIMKOBBI Kak OyayT OfeThI?

— IIpo 10 51 He 3Har. OT MEHsA Tenepb, ToCylapb, OTBEPTHIBATHCS
ctanu. Buepa enBa cioBa noouicst ot Anekcanapa Jlanuiprya.

— Hwuuero, Hwuuero, mnyckail cebe, TeM IS HHUX XyXe, —
CaMOYBEPEHHO MPOrOBOPHUII UMIIEPATOP.

Kyna peBancst ero mpexHuid crpax U nouyreHue k Jlanwnsray. Ilo
COBETYy CECTpHUIIBI OH JIaBHO CKa3zal cebe, 4TO»ecCTh BOJIS», U OHA,
JEeHCTBUTEILHO, OKa3allach: MuHepBa, KaKk M Bcerja, Owbuia mpasa. Ilerp
HETEPNEIMBO JTOXKHUAAICSI TOrO0 JHs, KOIZA COBCEM OTAENAeTCs OT
MeHnumkoBa, U peuuni, 4To JI€Hb 3TOT CKOpo HactaneT. MBan Jlonropykui,
4acTo Oece0BaBIIMI ¢ HUM O MEHIIMKOBBIX, KaX/bIi pa3 Oosee u Oosee
€ro Moj3aJI0pyBaJl. Y HUX €I1I€ U Buepa ObUIO PEIICHO BO BpeMsl Mpa3aHUKA
nocaxaarh JlaHWibIdy U €ro JOYEpH.

— JlroGonbiTHO, — C ynbIOKOM 3amerun Ilerp, — mOOOMBITHO, KaK
Oynet omera mos Heecta? To-to xopoma, yail, Oyner! S mymaro, Takou
OOTrMHM HUKOT/A U HE OBIBAJIO; HA HEE IPEBHUE HE CTAJIM Obl MOJUTHCA. ..

Jlonropykuii TOXXKe OJOOPUTENIBHO YiIbIOANICS, HO HE HacTawBajl Ha
IIPOJOJDKEHUH 3TOTO Pa3roBopa.

«Tenepb HEe HY)KHO pa3pa)kaTb UMIEpPATOpa, — AyMall OH, — JIeJla U
TaK XOpOIIX, MEHIIUKOB OCTAHETCS JOBOJIEH CETOAHSIIHUM JTHEM.

N MeHImuKoB ocTajcs JOBOJIEH.

Hu yTpoM, HU 3a CTOJIOM UMIIEpAaTOp HE oOpalajl Ha HEr0 HUKAKOTro
BHUMAaHUA. Tobko 4TO AJekcaHnap J[aHWIIOBUY HAa4MHAJI TOBOPUTH C HUM,



kak [lerp moBopaunBascs K HEMY CIMHOKO, HE OTBEYAJ HA €ro BOMPOCHI U
Jeall BUJI, Kak OyTO COBCEM U HET €ro 3/1€Ch.

— CMoTpHUTE, — Ha BCIO KOMHATY CKa3aj OH [ onuubiHy, — pa3Be s He
HAYMHAIO BPa3yMJISTh €107

OTu cioBa o0NeTeNr BCEX MPUCYTCTBOBABIIMX W JOCTHIIM 0 yXa
CBETJIEUIIErO KHsA3s. bblla MUHYTa, KOTZA PAa3apaKCHHBIM U JOBEICHHBIN
10 OT4YasgHUS MEHIIHMKOB MPOCTO XOTesa 3a0paTh CBOMX W YyexaTb U3
[Tereproda. Ho on omymascs. OH MOHSUI, YTO 3TUM HUYETO HE BO3BMET, U
XMYPBI OpOJIWI IO IBOPILY, BUAS, UTO Jiejia, JeUCTBUTEIBHO, TUIOXU U UTO
Oella BUCUT HaJ €ro ToJ0BOI0. Ternepb OH roToB ObLI HA BCSKUE YCTYNKH, HA
YTO YTOAHO, JUIIL Obl UMIIEPATOP OOpATHJI HA HETO BHUMAaHUE, JUIIL Obl
MOIAPUII €r0 JTaCKOBOM yibIOKOi; HO [leTp ynopHO nmpoaoxan He 3aMedarhb
ero. BceMorymui mpaBUTENb TOCYIApCTBA, €€ TaK HEIABHO CUUTABIIWN
ce0s HaBepXy 3E€MHOTO BEIWYHS, JaK€ CO CTOPOHBI TeNepb HauWHAI
Ka3aThCsl JKAJIKUM: B HEM KJIOKOTaJu U 37100a, ¥ TOPAOCTh, 1 OCKOpOIEHHOE
caMoJIro0ue, U CTpaX — HEBOJIBHBIM U MYUYUTEIbHBIA. DTOT YEJIOBEK yME
naguth ¢ Benukum IleTpom, yMen oOpaiiarh B camble CTpaIlHbIe MUHYTHI
IPO3HBI THEB I1lapsi B MWIOCTh JIFOOSIIEro Jpyra, a BOT TENephb
JNBEHAUATHICTHAN MaJIBUMK OKAa3aJICs €My HE IO CHiiam!

«/la HeT, 7TOr0 OBITH HE MOXKET, BCE OTO MPOHIET, TOJIHKO TydYa
HaJjeTena, — YycClmokawBaid cebs MEHIIHMKOB, — pa3Be B CHJIaX OHH
paznaButh MeHsi! Het, 3T0 HeBO3MOXKHO!» — OH CHOBa ropao MOJHUMAT
CBOIO TOJIOBY M TPE3PUTEIBbHO OMISABIBAICSA HA OKPYKAKOIUX. B3risasl
MHOTHX OIyCKaJUCh Mepe] HUM: BCEM OBLIO KaK-TO HEJIOBKO CMOTPETh Ha
HETro, BCE MOHMMAJIH €ro MOJIOKEHHE JIYUIle, YeM ITOHUMAJ OH CaM.

Ha Oennoii kuarune Jlappe MuxaijoBHE JIMIIa COBCEM HE OBLIO;
1apckasi HEBECTAa, OKPYKEHHAs MNPUJABOPHBIMHU S>KEHIIMHAMHU, ObLIa, IO
OOBIKHOBEHHMIO CBOEMY, KO BCEMY paBHOIyIIHA. Miuasimas cecrpa ee
OKa3zajach YEM-TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO pAaCCTPOCHHOH, HO €€ rope ObLIo
npyroro poga. OHa noBejaja ero CBOeMy APYTry BEIUKOM KHskHE Haranbe:
ee Opak ¢ nmpuHiieM AHranbT—/leccayCKkuM pacCTpOUIICS.

Aungpeit MBanoBuu OcTepMaH BCAYECKHM H30eral BCTpEUaThbcs C
CBETJICHIIMM KHS3€M, a MpPH BCTPEYAX CTPOMJ CAMYK YMHIBHYK H
nevyaiabHylo (¢usnoHomuto. Ho Temeppr OH yxke He MOr OOMaHYTh
MeHIIIUKOBa: TOT HEOMPOBEPKUMO pEIIui, 4YTO BCs 0Oefa, IJIaBHBIM
obpazom, ot OctepmaHna.



— Yro ke 3T0, HaKOHEL, — CKa3zaad oH AHjapero MiBaHOBUYY, — pa3Be
ATO BO3MOXKHO, YTO MMIIEPATOP HU Pa3y HE MOAOILIEN K MOEU JT0YEPH, WIH
OHa eMy He HeBecTa? Yero Tel CMOTPUIIb, BOCIIUTATEND?

— Ero Benu4ecTBO Tak 3aHAT NPUTOTOBICHUAMU K BEUYEPHEMY
IIpa3HUKYy, TaK paccesH ceroaHfA... Ho A cenyac xe IOJIOXKY €My O
JIETKOMBICJICHHOM €ro IIOBEJICHWHU; Ballld BBICOKOKHSKECKAss MUJIOCTb,
MOJKeIIb ObITh CIIOKOMHBIM, Ja BEIb U TOCYIAaph-TO MOYTHU PEOEHOK elle,
MO>XHO JIM C HETO TaK B3bICKMBATH!..

MeHIIMKOB HHUYero He OTBeTW, a OcTepMaH MNOJOMIEN NIPSAMO K
uMIIepaTopy U mnepepan emy xanoly KHs3s. OH, NEeWCTBUTENBbHO, CKa3al,
yto [leTp He nomkeH npeneOperarb CBOMMU 00A3aHHOCTSIMH OTHOCUTEIIBHO
HEBECTBHI, HO CKa3aJ 3TO TAaKUM TOHOM, YTO HHUCKOJIIBKO HE pacCcepIu
ITetpa.

— AmHzpeit VBaHbIY, — OTBETHJI UMIIEPATOpP, — TOAU U CKaXKHU OT
MeHsI MEHILIMKOBY BOT YTO: CKa)kM, pa3Be HE JOBOJBHO, UTO s JIOOIIO €€ B
cepilie, JacKu U3JIMIIHU, & YTO KacaeTcs J0 CBaJbObl, TO BeAb MEHIIHNKOB
3HAET, YTO s HE HAMEPEH YXCHUTHCSA pAHEE ABaAUaTH IMATH JieT. [lomn u
cenlyac ke Ieperam eMy CiioBa MOMU.

OcrepMaH HEMEIUIEHHO WCIIOJIHWI IIPUKA3 HUMIeEparopa. MEHIIHNKOB
M03€JIEHEN OT 37100B5I.

Bedepom, BO BpeMsl Mackapaja, HapcKas HEBECTa SIBWJIACH B KOCTIOME
MusnepBbl. IT0 ykacHO pazapaxuio lleTpa, Tak kak U BeIMKas KHSKHA
Haranps Obls1a TOUHO Tak ke OJIeTa.

— Cmotpu, — rpomko ckazan Iletp, oOpamasce k Jlonropykomy, — y
Hac ABe MuHepBbl, HO TOJIBKO OJlHA U3 HUX (hasblivBast!

Hakonen Iletp cuen cBoeto 00s13aHHOCTBIO MTPUTTIACUTH HA OIMH TaHEI]
KHDKHY Mapuro  AnekcanapoBHy. OHa He caenania €My HHUKAaKOro
3aME4YaHus, HUKAKOro yIpeka M YHOpHO Mojdana, JOKHUIasicCh, 4TOO OH
3arOBOPHII C HEU.

— 3adeM BbI Tak OJEIUCh? — CIPOCHI UMImeparop. — Pa3Be BbI He
3HAJIM, YTO y HAC e€IIe 3apaHee ObUIO peHIeHO MOeH cecTpe OBITh
MunepBoit?

— He 3nana, rocynapp, — ONpOCTO OTBETHIIA KHSKHA.

— Hanpacno. Wnu Bbl aymanu, 4ro K BaMm 3TOT Hapsija OoJibliie
noiner? MoxeTt ObITh, BAM KTO-HUOY/b U CKa3aJl 3TO?

— HuKTO HUYEro MHE HE TOBOPWII, U MHE PEIIUTEIFHO BCE PABHO, YTO
MJIET KO MHE U YTO HET, — TUXO MPOTrOBOPHJIA OHA.



— OTO HEXOPOIO, — 3aCMESUICS UMIIEpaTop, — BEIb BbI €IIE B
CTapyxXu HE 3anucaiuch. BaMm Hano OBITh NPEKPACHOW, XOTh Jaxe
Hanepekop Co3narento!

Bor no wero momen Ilerp. Jlaxke KHsbKHA, HECMOTpSI Ha BCE CBOE
paBHOAyIIHE, TOOJIEIHENA U eBa HE pacIllaKaiach.

— 3adeM BBl MEHS KoyeTe, rocyaapb? Ecin s BaM He HpaBIIOCH,
OCTaBbTE MEHS, HO 1 HUYEM HE 3aCIIyXKWJla BallluX HacMenlek!

[lerp B3MISIHYJ Ha Hee: Meped HUM ObUIO JIJIMHHOE, MPOTUBHOE €My
JUII0, HO TENeph Ha 3TOM JIMIE H300pa3wiioch YYBCTBO COOCTBEHHOTO
JOCTOMHCTBA, Ha Ivia3ax OyiecTeNH cie3bl. Y IOHOr0 HMMIEparopa ObLIo
no0poe, ClIaBHOE CEpALE, TOJBKO YK OYEHb €ro pasapaxana, Bo30yxaaia
HEHABHUCTh KO BCEMY 3TOMY CEMEWCTRBY.

EMy BIOpyT *ajKO CTaJI0 KHSKHY, U OH C OTKPOBEHHOW, CMYILIECHHON U
JJACKOBOM MHHOM ITONPOCUII Y HEE MPOLIECHBSI.

— 5 He xoTen 06uAeTh Bac, MPOCTUTE, — MPOIICHTAIH €T0 I'yObl.

KHsbxkHA TONBKO Mokania IiedaMu, M 0 KOHIIAa OHM HE CKa3zalau JIpyr
IpYTy HHU CJIOBA.

— Yto roBopui ¢ T0060# umneparop? — crapocwia y gouepu Jlapbs
MuxaitnoBHa, KaK TOJIBKO 3TO 0Ka3aJI0Ch YIOOHBIM.

— OH Ha3BaJl MEHA YPOAOM, MATYIIIKa, — OTBETHJIA KHSKHA.

— Tocronu, 1a BeAb 3TO HE MOXKET OBITh; 3a4€M Thl MEHS MyTaellb?

— Hy, He Takummu ciioBamu, a Cka3zajd 3TO0 camoe. benHas KHATUHSA
MOHYpPHJIA TOJIOBY U YIIIA U3

Monmie3upa B m1yOb Iapka; OHa HE Moriia OOJbIIe BIAJETh COOOIO.
OHa Bce NOoHsIa, BCE yrajajia u JJis HEe HE 0CTAaBAIIOCh HUKAKOW HAJICXKIbI.
OHa 3aMeTwna Jake, 4TO HE TaK YK€ 3aUCKUBAIOT Tiepen Hero. [lpuien
BCEMY KOHEI[ MU HHMYEro OoJibllle HE MompaBulllb... W miyOdxke B mapk
criemvia Jlapps MuxaisioBHa. OHa HarblKajdach Ha KyCThl, HE 3aMevalia,
KaK 3alEeIUIAETCA U PBETCS O CyXHE BETKH KPY’KEBO €€ IUIaThs; HE 3aMedaia
BEUEPHEU CHIPOCTH, POCHI, MOUMBIIEH €M HOTW. KpymHbIE€ Cle3bl TEKIH T10
IeKaM ee, CMbIBast Oenuia u pyMsiHa.«UTo Tenepp aenarb, 4To AesiaTh?» —
IIeMnTajlia OHA U PEIIWIach Ha MOCJIEIHEE CPEJICTBO; OOPATUTHCA K BEIMKOM
kHskHe Hartanbe. OHa ckopo Haiia ee. [{apeBHa Toxe Oexania oT mryma u
uckana yenuHeHus. M roHoe, Oe3BpeMEHHO oOTiBeTaroniee auio Haranbu
AJIEKCEEBHBI, M CTapo€, OTI[BETIIEE JIMII0 KHSITHMHU OBUIM OJUHAKOBO
MeYaIbHBl U PACCTPOCHBI, U MMPUYNHA ITOTO PACCTPOMCTBA ObLIa OJTHA U Ta
K€ — IOHBIN UMIIEPATOP.



— Baire BricouecTBO, roiyoyiika Mosi, HatameHnbka, mo3Bojib cKa3aTh
TeOe CI0BO, — MPOroBopuIia B BoaHeHuH J{apbs MuxaiiioBHa.

— I'oBOpH, KHATHHS, TYyT HUKTO HAC HE CJIBIIINT.

Benukas KHs>KHA MTOAHSJIA HA HEE MIa3a U NIOYTH HE y3HaJla KHATUHMU.

— Jlappsa MuxaiinoBHa, uto ¢ To60i? Ha Tebe numa Her!

KuArnas He BbIASpkKAIA U 3aILIaKala.

— Marymka, 3o010Tasg Mosi, XOTb Thl 3acTynuch 3a Hac! Komun
Anexkcanap J[aHuUIbIY B 4eEM BUHOBAT, — TaK Mbl HemoBUHHBI! CepaeuHo
J00JTI0 51 BaC BCEX U MOYHUTAIO, 32 YTO K€ €r0 BEJIMUECTBO TaK HEMUJIOCTUB,
3a YTO OOMXKAeT OH MO0 JIOUKYy? 3acTyluCh, IlapeBHA, 3aMOJIBU JIACKOBOE
cioBo. He mroba MaieHbka €ro BeIMYECTBY, TaK U HE Hamo. Bce ermre
MONMPAaBUTh MOXXHO — HE OOBEHYaHbl, a 3a YTO K€ OOWABI, 3a YTO
norubens?!

Benukas kHsxkHa B3sna Jlappro MuxailloBHY 3a pyKd M TPYCTHO Ha
HEe IIIsea.

— OX, KHATUHS, YK U HE 3Ha[0, MOTY JU MOMOYb g 3Tomy. 1 MHe,
MOXKaTyH, HE JTydIlle TBOET0O — He OOJIBHO Belb CIyIIaeT MEHs Opartell, y
BCEX Y HAC MHOTO ropsi! A HacyeT KHSDKHBI Mapuu s ckaxky TeOe: U Hellb3sl
BUHUTH Opariia — HACWIHHO MUJI HE OyJIeIlib.

Tak u He HoXkIanach HUYETO OeHasi KHATUHS; TOCHEAHSS HAJEKIa €€
pYLINIACh, HUKTO 33 HUX HE 3aCTYIUTCS.

«Yto x 310 JlaHWIBIY, BUJHO, HE KAJIKO €MY T'OJIOBBI CBOEH, HEYKTO
HE BUJWT OH, YTO TEIEPb CaAMOMY CKOPEM OT BCEro HYKHO OTCTYIMUTHCH,
TOJILKO 3TUM M CIIaceT U ceOsl U Bcex Hac. [ ocrnoau, moMuiyi, He omycTu!
— 3aKpecTWIach KHATWHA. — He 3Har, Ha 4eM U OCTaHOBUTHCS, — OX
TSXKKO, KaK U JI0 yTpa JOKUBY, HE 3HAIO.

Vil

VYrproMblii U 37100HBIM Bhexal MeHmukoB B cBol PanO6oB. Hudero u
HUKOTO HE 3amedas, TMpollesll OH uYepe3 aH(uiaay anapTamMeHTOB
POCKOIIIHOTO CBOEro ABOpLIA M 3amepcs y ceds B paboueid KOMHATe, U K
CTOJly Jake He Bbilies. KHSATMHA BO 4TO Obl TO HU CTajl0 PEIIWIIACH
MEPETOBOPUTH C HUM U, €CIIM BO3MOXKHO, JIOOUTHCSI OT HETO0 KaKOTrO-HUOY/b
OmaropazymMHOro pemieHus. TOJbKO THEBEH YX OYE€Hb HBIHYE, KaK U



MOACTYNIUTBCA K HEMy, He 3HaeT oHa! Bor TuxoHbko mnogonuia Jlapes
MuxaisioBHa K 3alepTOl €ro ABEpHU, NMPUCIyILIanach. TsKEIbIMU IaraMu
XOIUT OH MO KoMHare. OHa CTyKHYyJIA.

— K10 Tam? — paznancs MpayHbli €ro rojioc.

— 1, JlaHuibI4, MMyCTH MEHSI, OY€Hb HYKHO.

— Eme yto Tam?

Ho oH Bce ke oTrep aBepsb.

— barromka, [{lanumsd, ronyOuuK, 4To e 3To Takoe? Ha xakoil koHel
Bce 3T0? — 3anmuiach J(apbs MuxaiinoBHa TOPbKUMHU CIIE3AMMU.

— He xHb1ub, 1 0€3 T€0s TOIIHO, — O0TBe4yan MenmukoB. — Hy, yero
tebe? C uem npuia?

— He cepaucey Th1 Ha MeHd, [JaHWibi4, Jdydlle NOTOBOPUM, YTO HaM
nenarb, nmoaymMaeM BMecTe. bena HemMuHywas HaJg HaMH — cam, 4Yaii,
noHumaenis! Ha MeHs HbIHUE BO ABOpIIE HUKTO U BHUMaHMs HE OOpaTui, a
MaiileHbKy Tak rocyaapp, IpsiMO 4TO, IOYUTal, Ha3BAJI ypoaom!..

— A, 4 ellle HEe 3HAJl ATOT0, — 3acKpexeTan 3yoamMu MeHIIUKOB, —
Tak Bot kak! Bor no yero nonuu! Hy, HET, Bce mepeBEepHYTh HYKHO, HE
ObIBaTh 3TOMY! Hruero onr co MHOM He noJIenaroT!

Y KHSTWHH U pyKu onmycTuinch. OHA BCE XK€ Aymana, 4TO CMUPHUTCS
Teneps ee JlaHumbry, momMeT cBoe Oeccuire, a OH BCe €Ie 3aHOCUTCS, BCE
ellle CUUTAET CeOs MPEKHUM YETIOBEKOM.

— Tpynno, TpynHo Temneppb crpaBuTbest! XUTphl Bparu Hallv, U BOT
4TO s XOTeJsa ckazarh Tede, JlaHmibd, royOuruK MoH, rmogyMai o Hac BCEX.
Tonbko OAHO TeEmeph OCTAETCA — HYXHO Kak-HUOYIb YMHUJIOCTHUBUTH
uMmriepatopa. Tl yK cTap CTaHOBUIILCA, OOJICH, 51 TOXKE, @ O JIETAX HaIIUX
103a00TUTHCS HAM HYKHO, UX CIIACTU OT MOruodenu. bpock Bce, OTKaXUCH,
yeleM Mnojabliie, XOTh Ha YKpanHy, CTyIai, IOnpocH cede TaM Ha4aabCTBO
HaJl BOMCKOM. A MbI TAe-HUOYIb YKpOEMCs, UTOO O Hac He ObLJIO U CJIBILIHO;
nmyckail Bce ycnokoutcs. [onyOuuk, [[aHWIIbIY, TONBKO TaK HaM U MOXHO
CIIACTUCh; ABOCh YMWJIOCEPIUTCS TOCYIapb, @ TO Thl HHUYETO C HUM HE
MOJIENACIb, TOIBKO CE0s U BCEX HAC MOTYOUILIb. . .

— [appd, HE TBoero yma 3TO neio! — KpuKHYn MEHIIUKOB. —
TpycuTh, B HOrax BajsTbCS... HET, emie He Bpems! [nsg Toro nu g BCrO
KU3Hb CBOIO TMOJIOKWI Ha CiIyxO0y Poccuu, 1uist TOTo Jid MOAHSIICS, YTOOBI
Ha CTapOCTH JIET CKPBITHCSA B HOPY, KaK KPOT KaKOH-HUOY/Ib, UJIU Ha 1apCKOU
KyXHE Joxunarbcsi mnopaudku!.. Her, [lapbs, HeT, Bce emie MOINPaBUTh
MOXHO, 51 MOKaxy uM! BoT mocToii, B BockpeceHbe 3 ceHTsIOpst y Hac OyaeT



OCBSIIIEHUE 1IEPKBH, IPUEIET KO MHE rocylaph, U Bce s nomnpanito. He nam
s BparaM MOHUM HACMESIThCS HAJ0 MHOIO, SI TOKaXY 3TOM MEJKOTE
HECYACTHOW, 4YTO HE C AJIeKCaHApPOM MEHIINKOBBIM MM TArarbes!.. A
Ternepb MHE HU CIIOBA, CJBIIIUIIG, Jlaphsi, 1 HE JTOBOAW Thl MEHS... 30J] S
HBIHYE.

Kusruas B3DIsiHyna Ha Myka M yOenusach, 4TO, JEHCTBUTEIBHO,
Jy4llle OCTaBUTh €ro B mokoe. [leyanbHO WM enBa naepkach Ha HOrax,
noOpesa OHa Ha CBOIO TIOJIOBUHY.

MEHIIIUKOB O4Y€Hb PACCUUTHIBAJ Ha OCBSIICHUE CBOCH IEPKBHU.
[IpucyTcTBUE MMIIEpaTOpa B €r0 JIOME U MO TAKOMY CJIy4Yar) YHUUYTOXKUIIO
Obl BCE CIYXH O BpaxkAe MEXKIYy HUMU M HENPUITHOCTAX. TYT 3Xe
MPEACTABIIOCh YIOOHBIM XOPOIIEHBKO meperoBoputh ¢ Ilerpom u
Pa3HBIMU CPEACTBAMH CMSTYUTH €10 U YCTPOUTh HCKPEHHEE TPUMHUPEHHUE.

Emie 3a uetkipe qHs 10 ocBsiieHus MenmukoB noexan B [lereprod u
C CaMbIM YHI>KEHHBIM BHUJIOM yrnpamuBal [lerpa noceTtuts ero.

— He 3Hato, kak ckazatb TeOe, KHsI3b, Ha OXOTY s COOMparCh —
MTOCIIEO U ?

— Bame BennuectBo! bynas MunocTtus, o rpod Tede 3Toro He 3a0ymy,
HE OTKa)XU MHE.

«3JX, Kak TMpHCTal, OTBsI3aTbcsi OBl OT HEro mnockopee!» —
pasapaxxurenbHo nogymai [letp.

— Hy xoporio, xoporio, mpuexay, odemao, — cka3all OH.

MeHIMKOB pacchinajics B OJarofapHOCTIX U YCIIOKOEHHBIN BEpHYIICS
B Pan6oB. OH Tak OBUI JOBOJICH, YTO JaXke 3a0bUl MPUITACUTh Ha
TOPKECTBO 1iecapeBHYy EnmnzaBety, a eMy HUKaK Obl HE CJIeI0BaJIO 3a0bIBaTh
3TOTO.

BepnyBumuch K cebe, KHSI3b Hadal OTJaBarb IPUKA3aHUS
OTHOCHUTEJIBLHO YCTPOMCTBA MpUE€Ma UMIIEPATOpa: €My XOTEJIOCh HE YIApUTh
JULIOM B IpsA3b U YCTPOUTHh BCE€ KaK MOXHO BeJMKojenHee. Tpu gHA
JUTUIIMCH TIpUToTOBIIeHUs. HakoHel Bce ObIII0 TOTOBO, Y LIEPKBH COOpaioCh
MHOXXeCTBO Haponay. KpacHoe cykHO ObLIO pa3oCTIaHO OT CaMoro Joma Jio
[IEPKOBHOMW TANlepTH, TUPJISTH/IBI IIBETOB U 3€JICHU OBLIN pa3BEIICHBI BCIOMY.
JIyXOBEHCTBO B HOBOM OJIeCTSIIEM OOJau€HUH YXKE€ MPUTOTOBUIOCH K
Ha4YaTHUIO CITY>KOBI, U TOJIBKO JTOKHUAQINCH UMIIEpaTopa.

— Yto ke He eAeT rocyaapb? — 03a004eHHO crpairBail MeHIIMKOB
npuexaBiux u3 [lereproda, u Bce oTBeUanu eMy OHO U TO XKe€:

— Buepa cobupaics, a CerofHsi He CIBIITHO YTO-TO.



[Ipomen eme yac. [lo qopore ObUTM pa3ociiaHbl TOHIIBI, HO HUKTO U3
HUX HE BO3Bpamajics. MeHIINKOB HAYMHaJ BOJIHOBATHCS OOJIbIIE U OOJIbIIE,
U BAPYr BCHOMHUJ, YTO MO3a0bUT MpUIacuTh IecapeBHy. OH Obl cam
Tenephb MoJeTel 3a Het0, HO ObLIO MO3AHO. A city0a TaBHO, IaBHO JOJIKHA
Oblma HavaTtbcs. MexXay TNpPUCYTCTBOBABIIMMH I  TOYTH  yKe
HECKPBIBAEMBI POIIOT, MEpEHIenThIBaHbs, MPEINOIOKEHUS Pa3HOro poja,
HEBBIHOCHMBIE U OOUJIHBIE 111 MEHIIMKOBA.

— Yo, ecnu He npueaeT?! — c oTyasHUEM Jyman oH. — Toraa Bce
HAJI0 MHOW HaCMEIOTCA, TOT/Ia BCEM OyJIE€T BOJIBHO JIsiraTh MEeHs!..

Bot, HakoHen, moka3ajicd KakoW-TO BCAJHHMK, HO OH HE W3 TOHLOB
kHs1351 — OH u3 [lereproda... l'ocoau... Urto Takoe?

— Ero uMmmnepaTopckoe BEIUYECTBO W3BOJIWIM IMPHUKA3aTh JOJOKUTH

CBETJICHIIEMY KHS3I0, YTO OHM HHUKAaK HE MOTYT OBITb! — BO3BECTHII
ITOCJIAHHBIN.
— Jla ortuero, oruero? — oT4asHHO Kpudan MenmukoB. Ho emy

HUYero He oTBeTuiIM. OH 1'[06J'IC,Z[HCJ'I, 3alaraliCa U €aBa yCTOAI Ha MCCTC.
Tak 1 OCBATUIIN HCPKOBb oe3 MPpUCYTCTBUA UMIICPATOPA U LIAPCBCH.

VIII

Ha npyro#t nens Anekcannp Janwisiy npuexan B [lereprod Ha HOUb U
JOJITO HCKaJl Ciiy4das YBUAEThCA C MMIEPATOPOM, HO HUTAE HE MOT €ro
BCTPETUTh. HaKOHEI OH 3aMETUII €ro B MapKe C HE MOKUIABIIUM €r0 TEIepPh
JloiropykuM #W JpYTMMH MOJOIBIMU JtoAbMU. KHs3b Opocuiica emy
HABCTPEUY M CIIpaAIlIMBaJl €ro, OTYEr0 OH HE MpHUEXal BUEpPa U 3a UTO TaKasd
HEMWIOCTB?

— He Mor s, HEe MOT, He3A0POBHIIOCH, — OTBedan lleTp, He TAAT Ha
MenmmkoBa.
— Bame BenuuecTBo... — Havay OBLUIO TOT, HO UMIIEPATOP MepeOuI

€ro.

— IIpocTu, KHA3b, MHE HEKOT/IA, CIIEIY!

W oH OBICTPO MpOIIe MUMO CO CBOEH CBUTOM.

Anekcanp JlaHWJIOBMY OCTaHOBWICS C OIYIIEHHOW TOJOBOKO, B
COBEpPUICHHOM OTYasHUHU. TOJBKO TENEph OH, HAKOHEI], IIOHSJI BCIO
0€3BBIXOTHOCTh M OC€3HAAC)KHOCTH CBOETO ITOJOXKEHUs. TONBKO TeImeph



OKOHYATEJIbHO CMUPUJIACh €r0 TOPAOCTh, U OH OBUI TOTOB Ha KOJEHSX
BBIMAJIUBATh ce0€ MPOIIEHUs, TOTOB ObLII OT BCErOo OTKA3aThCsl, YCTYIUTh
KOMY YTOJTHO BJIACTh, TOJIbKO ObI €r0 MOMUJIOBAJIY.

Own ocrascst HoueBath B [leTeprode, HO HE crmayl TOYTH BCIO 3Ty HOYD,
Y BCE€ JyMaJl © HUYEro HE MOT IIPUIyMAaTh.

Ha npyroit nenp omste Obim B IleTeprode mnpa3maHUK: UMEHUHBI
necapeBHbl EnuzaBeTbl. ABOCh XOThb TYT MOXHO OyIeT dYTO-HHOYAb
YCTPOUTD, aBOCh BBIMAJET CIy4ail OObSICHUTHCS C UMIIEPATOPOM.

Pano yrpom nipuexana u kasaruss Japesa MuxainossHa ¢ nouepbMu. Ha
HUX HUKTO IMOYTH HE CMOTpPEJ, BCE CTapaiUCh C HUMHU HE BCTPEUaAThCs, ObITh
OT HUX nojaiplre. HUKTO HE COMHEBaJiCs, YTO Tpo3a pa3pa3wiiach Hal
MEHIIIUKOBBIMH, U MHOTHE COOOpaXkaau, YTO TENEepb ObITh C HUMHU JaXXe HE
coBceM 0€30macHO — 3a JApy3ed emnle NpuMyT, 3a CTOPOHHUKOB. U y
MEeHIMKOBBIX HE OKa3aJ0Ch HU OJHOTO APYra.

Kusa3p Anexcanap JlaHWibIY e111e 10 MpUE31a >KeHbI B3AyMasl IPONTH K
[lerpy u HaAcToATh Ha OOBSCHEHHH, HO €MY JIOJOXKUJIHU, YTO HUMIIEPATOP
ceiyac TOJIbKO BbIexal Ha oxory. He 3Has, yrto naenarb, MEHIIMKOB
MOCTICHINJI B anapTaMEeHThI BEJIUKOW KHSKHBI Haranbu, HO OHA, y3HaB, YTO
OH HMJIET, U HU 3a YTO HE KeJlasi TOBOPUTh C HUM, BBITIPBITHYJIA U3 OKOIIKA U
OTIpaBuiIachk BMecTe ¢ Oparom. OJTHO TOIBKO OCTABATIOCH KHS3I0 — UJTH K
MMEHUHHUIIE, LecapeBHe EmmzaBere. OH W momeNn €€ IMO3APABUTH.
EnuzaBera mpuHsia ero W MpuUHsJIA JOBOJbHO JroOe3Ho. CnaBa bory,
HUKOTO HET, MOXKHO IOTOBOPHUTH, @ TOBOPUTH HEOOXOAMMO: Ha AyIIE TaK
TSKEJO, TaK CMYTHO, HY>KHO TIepe]l KeM-HUOY/Ib BHICKa3aThCsl.

— Y10 3TO BBI, KHI3b, TAKOM XMYpPBIM CErOOHs, WIH ONATH
HE3/10pOBbI? — HaBeJla Ha pa3roBop cama Enusasera.

— Kaxk ke He ObITh MHE XMYPBIM, IIPUHIIECCA, — MEYaTbHO 3arOBOPHII
MeHIMKOB, — pa3Be s HE BHXKY, YTO BCE€ BOOPY>KEHBI MPOTUB MEHS, YTO
JIFOTBIE BParu MOUW, HABEPHOE, OKJICBETAIIM MEHS MEPE €T0 BEIINYECTBOM U
Iepel BCEMU BAMU.

— AX, COBCEM HET, HUKTO HE KJIeBeTall, — cKka3ajia Enuzasera.

— He pa3yBeputs Bam MeHs, PUHIIECCA, PA3BE Y MEHS I1a3 HET, pPa3Be
g He BIKY? U 3a uTo Tak oOmxkaeT MeHsa ummeparop? S Bcerga aymai, 4ro
y Hero no0poe cepAlle, 4YTO OH YMEET IIEHUTh 3aCIyTd U PacloIOKEeHHE K
HEMY — HEYXKTO X 5 ommbancs? S Bcero cedsi MOCBITHII Ha CIYKOy eMy U
roCyJapcTBy, MaJio, YTO Jid, 1 0 HeM 3abotuics? Ecnu u mocaxknan korga
CBOEH B3BICKATEIILHOCTHIO, TaK BeIb TaKoBa ObLIa MO OOS3aHHOCTb.



[ToTakarh eMy rpex ObL BEJIMKUM: 51 OOCIIaHue 1)l TOKOMHOM TOCyIaphIHe,
Ballle MaTyllike, BHYKa Y4YUTb M BOCHOUTaTh Ha cllaBy Poccuiickoro
rocyaapcTsa. Sl nomkeH ObUT BCE CUIIBI CBOM TOJIOKUTH Ha TO, YTOOBI U3
HETO BBILIEJ I'OCYIaph CIPABEMJIMBBIA U IMTPOCBEUICHHBIN. BOT OH meHs1 Ha
MEHS, YTO MHOTO 3aCTaBJISI0 YUYUTHCS, — a Kak ke nHade? Uto ¢ Hum OyJer,
KOJIM OH C O3TUX TOp TMepecTaHer y4uThesa? Benp BOT He3aOBEHHHBIM
POJIUTEIIb BAlll BCIO JKM3Hb YYWICS U TOJBKO ATUM BEIIMKMM YYEHBEM U
npociasui Poccuro. 3a uto ke Takas HeOnarogapHocTh? Jla Tenepp B3STh U
TO, BEJb S BCE 3I0POBBE CBOE PACCTPOMI B JI€JaX TOCYapCTBEHHBIX, BEIAb
NOKOIO ce0e He 3Haw, C yTpa OO HOYM 3aHAT, XOTh Obl 3TO MPHUIIO HA
MBICJIb €T0 BEJIMYECTBY, 3a YTO K€ HA MEHS TaKas HanacTb? 3a 4To BCE ITO?

IlecapeBHa cujena, MOTYNUB IJaza, — €W, OYEBUIAHO, OBLIO OYECHB
HEJIOBKO.
— 4 3Har0, KHA3b, BCE BAalllM 3aCIIyTd, — HAKOHEI] CKa3aja OHa, — W,

KOHEYHO, TOCYJapb UX TOXXE HE MOXKET HE BUJIETh, OH OYEHb YMEH, OH BCE
MTOHMMAET, TOJIBKO YTO % JI€JaTh, €CJIM Bbl CIUIIKOM MHOTOTO XOTUTE 3a 3TH
3aCIIYTU. YK TOBOPUTH OTKPOBEHHO, TaK CKa)XKy S BaM, YTO KHsDKHA Ballla HE
IO CEPALLY UMIIEPATOPY, U UTO XK C ITUM IOAENATH?

— Ecim Tonbko 310, — 3amenrtan MeHIIMKOB, — BCE 3TO MONPABUMO.
Marymika necapeBHa, IIOTOBOPUTE C €TI0 BEJIMYECTBOM, OH BAaC ITOCIYIIAET,
CKa)KUTE €MY, UTO BCE Mepeaenarb MOXHO! Most 104b OTKaKETCsI, OHA yEeNIEeT
OTCIOIa, OHA TMOWJET B MOHACTBIPb, €ciau HyxxHO! Jla u cam s Xouy Ha
IIOKOW, U 1 yeAy XOTh Ha YKpPauHy, K TOMY K€ TaM U IPUT0XKYChb, MOXKET:
BOMCKO ellle He 3a0bUI0 MEHs, BCSAKHM COlar elle MOMHUT HallM Jeia
BOCHHBIE, B KOTOPBIX HE yAaps s JULOM B IpsA3b; €1IE TaM MOCIYKY Laplo
u oreuectBy. LlecapeBHa, OyabTe MOEH 3aCTYNHHIIEH, CKaKUTE€ BCE 3TO
rOCyZIapro, IIyCTh TOJIBKO OH ITPEJIOKUAT THEB HA MUAJIOCTB ! ..

EnuzaBera obemana MEHIIMKOBY HCHOJHUTH €r0 MPOChOy M OYEHBb
Obl1a pajia, Kora OH yIiel OT Hee.

OH oTopaBwiCs HCKaTh >KEHY M JOYEpE, a OHM JaBHO €ro Yyx
NOKUJAJINCH.

Kusaruns lapss MuxailioBHa CO clie3aMu CTajla »KajJoBaThCsl MYXKY Ha
TO, YTO UX BCE OOMKAIOT, €1Ba OTBEYAIOT UM.

— Yenem 0Tcroia, yeeM, HEBTEPIEK MHE, KHA3b, TAKOE YHUKEHHE! ..

— Xopomo, yexnem! — BAapyr oTBeTMI MEHIIMKOB W IpHKa3all
3anpsrarb CBOM YKHUIAXKH.

Ho onu moexanu ve B Opanuenbaym, a B [letepOypr.



IIpssmo ¢ nmoporu, He 3ae3kas Ha BacuinbeBCKUN OCTPOB, MEHIINKOB
ornpaBwics B 3acemanue BepxoBHoro Coera. Tam B 3TOT J€HB
npucytcTtBoBanu: AmnpakcuH, l[omoBkuH u lonuipiH. MeHmMkoBa He
OKUJIAJIU, U TIPU €r0 BXOAE BCE NMEPENISHYIHCh MEXIy co00r0. OH 3TO
ceryac e 3aMEeTHIL.

— YT0 y Bac TyT Ha CErofHsA? — CIPOCHJI OH.

— A BOT rOCIIOAWH MHTEHAAHT MOIIKOB JIOKJIA/IBIBAET, YTO JETHUN U
3UMHUM JIOMa €r0 BEJIWYECTBA B TPH JIHS MOTYT OBITh YOpaHBI K CIIy4aro
rocyznapeBa npuesna. Bor u yka3 ero Benudecrsa.

MeHUNKOB poYeit:

«JleTHU# ¥ 3UMHUHN J0Ma, IJI€ HAJICKUT MMOYUHUTh U COBCEM YyOpaTh,
9TOOBI COBCEM OBUIM TOTOBHI...«Jlanmbllie OH HE MOT 4YHTaTh, y HETO
IIOTEMHEJIO B IJIa3ax.

ITogpesxas Kk CBOEMY JIOMY, OH YBUJIEI, KaK YKJIAJbIBAIOT U BBIBO3ST
Belu u3 anaprameHToB [lerpa. CoBceM oOeccUsIeHHBIN BOIIET OH B CBOU
MaJiaTbl, HAKOMY HE TOBOpPS HU cjoBa. Hedwero temepp eMmy Jaenarb, HE HA
YTO HAJEATHCA. ..

OH 3anepcs Ha KITI04Y U MPoOOoBaJl Jaxe MOJIUTHCS, HO MOJIUTBA HE 11
€My Ha YM, J1a OH U HE YMEII MOJIUThCA.

B Beuepy, 0qHaKO, OH BBILIEN U3 CBOETO OLICMICHEHHUS; CTaJl METAThCS
0 KOMHaTaM, 3aKpryall Ha >KeHY, IPOOOBABIIYIO OBLJIO 3aTOBOPUTH C HUM,
U BAPYT NMpHUKa3aj 3aKkiaabiBaTh dkunax. OH onsiTh noexai B [lereprod yxe
HOYbIO, & HAYTPO, YyTh CBET, OTIPABHIICS B JOMUK OCTEpMaHa.

bapon Anpapeli MIBaHOBHY TOJIBKO YTO BCTaJl C MOCTEIU U MPU BXOJIE
KHSI351 JJAaCKOBO TOAHSJICS €My HaBcTpeuy. Ternepb OH cOBceM He ObLT OOJIeH,
a HaIlpOTHUB TOTO, BO BCEU €ro purype u ABUKEHUSIX U300pakaaoCh MOTHOE
JOBOJILCTBO COOOIO U 310POBBE.

MenmukoB He noaan pyku Anapero MBaHOBHYY M IIPSMO MPUCTYITAI
K JICILY.

— Ilpenarenb! — ¢ MCKaKEHHBIM JIMIIOM 3alllenTal OH. — Tak BOT
TBOs1 OnaromapHocTh! Bot uto Thl mns mens caenan! Uto x, U Temneps,
MoKy, CTAaHEIIb BEIBEPTHIBATHCS, TOBOPUTH, UTO JIJII MEHS cTapasics?!

— AX, Bama MWIOCTb, Thl OIATH CO CTapblM, — IPOTOBOPUII
Ocrtepman.

Ho MeHiukoB He 00paTui HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHUS HA €T0 CJIOBA.

— Benb uMmmneparop He XO4YET TOBOPUTH AAXE CO MHOIO, HE IIISIAUT Ha
MeHd. .. Celiuac xe 00bICHH MHE, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT?



Annpei IBaHOBUY MOXkaJ IIJIEYaAMHU.

— boxe Mo, na f-1o nouemy 3Haro? [IpaBo, Thl MpUHUMAEIIb MEHS 32
HEYTO HepaszesibHOe ¢ umneparopoM. Kak e s Mory oTBevarsb 3a Hero? Sl
MOTY TOBOpPUTh €My, yOexaarb, HO OH BOJIEH MEHS HE€ CIyllarb. [bl
rOBOpHUIIIb, Ballla CBETIOCTh, UYTO OH HE IIISIAUT Ha TeOs, a 3aBTPa, MOXKET, U
Ha MEHS DISAETh He OyAeT, Tak s-TO ueMmy TyT npuuuHoi? S He mory
OTBEYaTh 3a YYyBCTBO €ro BeIWYecTBA. BOT OH Temepp OT pyK COBCEM
OTOMIICS, C HUM ¥ TOBOPUTH-TO, HE TO UTO CIIOPUTH, HE TPUXOAUTCS!..

— A, BoT kak! — 3ackpexeran 3y0amu MeHmmkoB. — BoT kak T
Terepb TMOToBapuBacllb, Hemenkas Jjucuma! Tak BOT Thl Kakou
BOCIIUTATENb, BOT KaK HCIOJHsENb cBOU oOsi3aHHOCTH! Tebe HyKHO Ha
A00pO HACTaBIATH HMIIEpATOpa, BHYIIATH €My HENpPEeCTaHHO J00pbIe
npaBujia, Ha TO Thl K HEMY M IPHUCTABJIEH, a Thl TOJBKO MOTAKACIIb BCEMY
JTYPHOMY — BOT Thl KAKOW BOCIIUTATEb!

OcTepmaH MoT4al U CHJIEN COBEPILICHHO CITIOKOMHO.

— Yro xe ThI Tymaelib, YTO Ha BCE TBOM OCCUMHCTBA U MPOJEP30CTH
HUKAaKoOro CyJa HeT, Tbl JAyMaellb, YTO BCE MOXEIIb TBOPHUTH
6e3nakazanHo?! Ho s emie, ronyO4uK, TOKaxXy TeOe, YTO Thl OIIMOACIILCS:
HE BCErJa U XUTPOCTh MOMOTaeT. 3HaKo 51 BCe, — IMPOJOJIKAJ, 3a]IbIXasICh,
MeHIIIUKOB, — BCE TeIepb 3HAK0, HE CKPBUICS Thl OT MEHS: Thl HEMEII, ThI
0€300KHUK, Thl OT IMpPaBOCIAaBUsS OTBpAILACIIb TOCyHdapsi, BOT Thl YTO
nemaemb! A Thl 3Haellb JU, 4TO 3a 3T0 TeOe Oyner? Thl BOT MHE sAMy
BBIKOMAJ, JJa CMOTPH, CaM MOMaJellb B HEE — 3a COBpAIEHUE rocyaaps B
0e3Bepue TBOE ThI Oy/IeIb KOJIeCOoBaH! ..

MeHIKoB 3amMoiiyai: OH HEe ObLT B COCTOSTHUU OOJIbIIIE BHITOBOPUTH
cioBa. JIuio ero ObLIO cTpamiHO; OH MHoAHsIcsAs mnepen OcTepMaHOM U
CBepKasl Ha Hero miazamu. Ho Gapon AHjpeit MBaHOBUY HUCKOJIBKO HE
cMyTHICS. TUXUM U MATKHM CBOMM TOJIOCOM CKa3ajl OH KHS3I0:

— Moxelb roBoputh BCE, YTO TeOE YrogHO, MEHS HHUYEM HE
UcIyTaeub. 5 3Har0, YTO MHE HAIJIEKUT AENIaTh, 3HAI0 CBOU O0SI3aHHOCTH U
Bey ceOs Tak, 9TO MEHsS KOJIECOBATh HE 3a UTO; a BOT 5 TaK CKaXXy Te0e, 4To
3HAI0 OIHOTO YEJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIN B3ampaBay MOXKET ObITh KoJIecOoBaH!..

AHnpelr VIBaHOBMY MENJICHHO TOMHSUICS W BBIIIENT W3 KOMHAThl, a
MIOTOM U COBCEM U3 CBOETO JIOMHUKA.

MEHIIMKOB HECKOJIbKO MHHYT CHJEI HENOJABM)KHO, HHUYEro He
NOHMMAas, M HAKOHEI[ CaM BBIIIEN, OIYCTUB ToJOoBYy. Bce mnpeameTsl
KPYKWINCh MEpe]l €ro ria3aMu, €eMy Ka3ajoch, YTO caM OH KPYKHUTCS B



KaKOM-TO BUXPC U MYUTCA KyJAa-TO B YCPHYIO IMPOIIACThb. EMy CTaHOBUJIOCH
AYITHO, HEBBIHOCHUMO.

IX

C xaxapIM THeM Bce Ooiiee U Oosiee BOJTHOBAJICS MPUIBOPHBIA MUP,
OKpY>KaBIIIMK MaJICHBKOTO uMMepaTopa. HakoHel HacTynmuio 0XuaaeMoe
BCEMHM BpeMs: HaJ TOJOBOW BCEBIACTHOTO MeEHIIMKOBA JOJKHA OblIa
pa3pasuThCs Ipo3a, U ATa IPO3a OKOHYATEIBHO €r0 MOBAJIUT — U PYXHET C
KOpHEM AyO0, HaJl KOTOPBHIM TIIETHO MPOOOBAJIM CBOIO CHIIY BCSIKHE XUTPbIC
U HexuTpble moau. Eine HemaBHO Tymanu, 4to Oopb0a cO CBETIEHIIUM
HEMBICIIMa HO BOT OJWH JIOKHBIA IIIar 3TOTO BEJIMKaHA MPeoOpasui
poOKkoro pedeHka B HEYyMOJIUMOTo Bpara. M 3ToT peGeHOK BBICTYIIUI CMEJIO
B OTKpPBITYI0 OOpPHOY C BEJIMKAaHOM, U BOT—BOT IOBAJUT €ro, 1 HUYEro He
OCTaHEeTCA OT BeJuKaHa. M BolMHOBaJIMCH, U pagoBalINCh, 0OCYyXAas 3TO,
npuaBopHble moau. [lyme Bcex padoran 6apon Anapeit iBanoBu4, HO €ro
pabota, M0 OOBIKHOBEHHUIO, BEJaCh CaMbIMU TAWHCTBEHHBIMHU IMYTAMH U
HUKOMY B I1a3a He Opocanack. COBCEM MHave IEMCTBOBAIM MPEICTABUTENH
CTAPUHHOM, €II€ HEJAaBHO HMEBIIECH OTPOMHOE 3HAYECHUE, HO TEIeph
OTOIBUHYTOM MEHIIMKOBBIM HAa BTOpPOW IaH, GaMUIUW, KHS3bS
Honropykue. OHU ObUIM CaMbIMU 3JICWIIUMH BparamMu MEHIIUKOBA,
HUKOTJIa HE MOMIU €My MPOCTUTh €r0 HEOOBIYaHOIO BO3BBIIICHUS, TEM
0oJsee, 9TO OB OH YEJIOBEK HU3KOTO MPOUCXOXKICHHUS.

Honropykux ©Obputo MHOro. OJIMH U3 HHUX, KHSI3b AJekcei
['puropbeBud, 4eIOBEK JOBKUW, XUTPBIHA, XOTd U OECXapaKTepHbIH, CyMel
MMOCTOSHHBIMH YTOXKIACHUSIMH U JIECTHIO TIOHPABUTHCS IOHOMY HMIIEPATOPY.
CoiH ero, MIBan AJlekceeBUY, KaK MbI YK€ BUAEIH, OblT Apyrom Ilerpa, ero
HanepcHUKOM. bbu1 m eme omuH Jonropykunn — Bacunumii Jlykuy,
IBOIOPOJHBIN Opar Anekces: ['puropheBuya, M3BECTHBIM TUIIIOMAT. DTOT
YMOM CBOMM M XapaKTE€POM MOT 3aTKHYTh 3a IOSIC BCKO POJIHIO, M €r0 MyIIE
BCETO JOJIKEH ObLIT 00STHCSI MEHIITUKOB.

B 10 Bpems kak Anexcanap /lanunoBuu Metancsa, He 3Has dro
NpeAnpuHsATh, pazbe3zxan u3 Ilereproda B Opannenbaym u oOpaTHO,
Jlonropykre HEM3MEHHO HaXOAWIIUCh ITpy umrieparope. [1o3aHo no Beuepam
coOupannch OHU Bceil poaHed y Ajsekces [puropreBruda B OJHOM U3



nerepropCKux JOMHUKOB. B 3TOM ke HeOoIsblIoM, HO 00raro yCTpOE€HHOM
JIOMUKE Kujia U KHITuHA, JKeHa Asnekces | puroppeBruya, v IB€ €€ T0YEPH.

Nmneparop TONBKO 4TO BEPHYJICS € OXOThl. OH ycCTal, JIET CIarh U
otmmyctuia ot cebs MBana [Jonropykoro. ToT ormpaBuiics ObIJIO TOMOM, HO
BJIPYT KAKasg-TO CYACTIMBAS MBICJIb MPUIILIA EMY B T'OJIOBY, H OH IIOBEPHYJI B
IPYTYEO CTOPOHY.

«OnATh TOJIKYIOT cTapuku! — MHoaymal OH, INISIASI Ha OCBEIICHHBIE
OTLIOBCKHME OKHa. — Bce TaMm ofHO U TO ke, CKyka cMepTHad. Jla u Hu4ero
0COOEHHOTO HET paccKaszaTh UM, €IIe YCrer BepHYyThes.. .« kHs3b MBaH,
HACBUCTBIBAS KAKYIO-TO BECEYIO MECHIO, CICIIHBIMU IIaraMyd HalpaBUIICA
B INIyOMHY Tapka.

B nmomuke Jlonropykux NpOUCXOAMIIO POACTBEHHOE COBEIIaHWE. TyT
Haxoquics u Cepreit ['puropbeBuu, pomHoit Opar Anekces, u Muxaui
BrnagumupoBud, nanbHUM €ro poACTBEHHUK, U caM Bacunui Jlykuu.

— UYac-To Benb yX MO3MHUM, — 3aMeTun Aliekced |puropneBud,
IIOCMOTPEB B OKHO, 32 KOTOPBIM B THUIIMHE M TEMHOTE€ HOYM LICMTAJUCH
nepeBbsi. — HeyXTo 10 cuX op OHHM HE BEPHYJIUCH?

— Kak He BepHyTbhCS, BepHYJIHCh, — cKa3asl Cepreit Jlonropykuid.

— Kynma xe »to WBanm 3ampomactuics?.. OmnsaTe TAe-HUOYIb
OecryTHUYaeT, — IpoBopuai Ajnekceit [ puropreBud.

— Hy, Heboch, ObUIO OBl YTO BaxHOE, 3a0exan Obl ckazaTh, —
OTO3BAJICS. MOJIYAJIMBO CUAECBIIUKN B yriny Bacuwiuit Jlykuy. — becnyTHbIN
Majplii TBoM KMBaH, 1a He coBceM, JO Jejla JOMAET, TaK BCE IAJIOCTHU
3a0biBaet! Twi, Opatr, ero He OYEHBb YK — 5 32 HErO BCETNa 3aCTYILIIOCH.
Huuero, nmpok u3 Hero Oymer! OH nena CBOM MOJydIlle HAc C TOOOM
oOxenbiBaet. [IpaBna, BBIICPIKKH €111€ HETY, HY Jla HABOCTPHUTCH.

— He xBanu 161 MBaHa, Opareln, XOTh U ChIH OH MHE U B JIEJI€ HallleM
YEJIOBEK HY)KHBIM, a HUYEro MPO HEro cka3arb He Mory. BoH y marepu
CIIpOCH, — C JICTCTBAa TakoW ObUI, J]a U OOKOCh 5 TOXE, KaKk Obl OH HE
3apBajics... Mbl TyT CBOM Bce, — CKaxky s Tebe, uro HMBaH-TO MOU
BBIIyMaJI, 3HA€IIb, C YE€M IMOABEIKAET TENEpPb: — BOT, TOBOPHUT, HE
CEerofHs—3aBTpa JlaHWib4y KamyT, TaK Mbl [€JI0 ITIOBEPHEM TaKUM
MaHEpOM: M3 CECTEp, TOBOPHUT, KOro-HHOyIbh, HY, XOTh Karwomry, — oHa
00JIbHO CMa3jiMBa — Ha MecTo Mappu MEHIIUKOBON BBIIAAUM 3a
uMIeparopa a cam si — 3To VMBaH-TO roBOpUT, — TOXe ceOe HEBECTY
3aIpPUMETHIL.

— Yr1o? Koro? — cnpocuiu Bce pa3oM.



— A koro ObI BB 1yMau?

— Heyxro Benukyto kHskHy Haransio?

— Her, He Tyma oH Merun, eMmy Oosbllle MO HpaBy LiecapeBHA
Enusagera.

— Hy, rycs! — ¢ ynbi6koii mognsics Bacunmit JIykuu. — Tl uero ke
3TO, Opar, roBopuillb, YTO MpoKy B HeM Mmano? Het, mpok xopomi. T
rOBOPHILb — 3apBAJICS, a 51 HE TOr0 MHEHUA. KOHEUHO, C 3TUM JEIOM HaJ0
OCTOPOKHO, M Tenepb HU TI'y—Ty! A 4TO K, B KOHIIE KOHILIOB TaK U OBITh
0JKHO. S cam He pa3 00 3TOM BCeM AyMall — M CTPaHHO, YTO TeOe 70 cei
NOPBbI, 0 CBIHOBHUX CJIOB B TOJIOBY TOT'O K€ HE MPUXOAUIIO. YTO K, 1apoM,
4TO JIM, MEHIUKOB-TO MOAeTUT? UTO K HaM Tak U OCTaBaTbCsi U CUACTH
cinoxa pyku? KoMy 310 nmopory ycrynmarb — lonunuHeiM? OX, Opart, Thl
JepKUch 3a Takoro ceiHa! Tonbko eciu Bce Tak M OyleT, Kak OH CKas3all
Tebe, TOIBKO TOTJIa MBI U MOXKEeM OBITh CIIOKOMHBIMH, a TO BCsSIKask Kpearypa,
HeMmel Besakuii — AHJpeit OctepmaH HaC yYHET THYTh B TPU HOTHOEIH.

— Uro x TbI Tak Ha OctepMana? — nepedbus Asekceil ['puropbeBudy.
— OcTepmaH, KOHEYHO, HE APYr HaMm, /1a U ONACHOCTU OT HEr0 HUKAKOM s
He BUXY. IlycTh OH Temepb Juisi KOrO YroAaHO, XOTh Jyis ce0si paboTaeT, HaMm
TOJIBKO OT TOT'O MOJIb3a BBIXOAMT. Bellb Kak HU rOBOpH, a He MeHble VBaHa
OH y UMIIepaTopa 3HaYUT. MEeHIINKOBCKas-TO Oefia, INIaBHBIM 00pa3oM, €ro
pyk geno! Ham eme W B TOJOBYy HHYErO0 HE NPUXOAWIO, MBI €LIE
BooOpakai cebe, yTo MEHIIMKOB, KaK CTaTyl KaMEHHBIM, HEABWXXHUM, a
HEeMel[ BOKPYT HEro yX Komajcsi cebe MOMaJIeHbKY, Ja U MOJAKOMal CTaTyu
— CTarTyy U NOIIATHYJICH. . .

— Tak-To Tak, BC€ 3TO Tl BEPHO ONUCAJ, — CBOMM THUXHUM T'OJIOCOM
3aroBopui Bacuimii JIykud, — TONBKO KaK K€ Thl BUJIETh HE XOUYEIIb, YTO
3a ntuna 3toT AHnped IBanoBuu? Kak nojg MeHIMkoBa, aku KpoT
MOJI3EMHBIH, MMOAKONAJCS, TaK BEAb U MOJ HAC MOJKONATHCS MOXKET — U HE
3aMeTHIlb. VI B MBIIIETOBKY MOMAJIEIb, a BCE HE Oyaeulb MOHUMATh, KTO
Te0s Tyza cyHynd; BOH JlaHuibra pa3se nonumaet? He coBcewm, s gymaro.

— Tak ThI Kak xe? — mnojacen Anekcedt k Bacunuro Jlykuuay., — S
ayman... VMBan 3apBaics, a Tbl, OpaTel, TOYHO IOJaraceiib BCE CHE
BO3MOXHBIM? W cam Oynenis opynoBarh?

— Emte 651! TonbKo ONsITH TOBOPIO, — HU Ty-TY!

— Hy, na yx 3Hamo, 3HamMo! — 3aMOTajM TOJOBaMHU OCTaJIbHbIC
Honropykue.



B 510 BpemMs B komMHaTy BOeajia XOpOIIEHbKas MSATHAAATUICTHSIS
JIEBYIIIKA. Ona oOBena  OOWKMMHM  YEpHBIMM  IJla3aMu BCEX
MPUCYTCTBOBABIIMX M PaJOCTHO Opocwiach Ha II€K0 K KHA310 Bacuiuio
Jlyknuay.

— 3apasctBy#, KaTttomia, 3qpaBcTByii! — noienoBai oH ee. — TouHO
YTO HE BUACIUCH cerofHs. A uto x He cnuib? [lo3aHo, cnars mopa! BoH
IJIa3KU-TO COBCEM OCOJIOBEJIH.

On B35 ee 3a MOAOOPOJOK M C YIOBOJBCTBHEM paccMaTpHUBall €e
CBEXEE, XOPOUIEHBKOE JTUYHKO.

— Jla caTh 4TO-TO HE XOUeTCH, ASACHbKA, U MATYyIIKa HE CIIUT TOXKE
— TIpucliajia COpOCUTh, HE XOTUTE JIM YXUHATh? Benumb, OaTrollka,
M0JIaBaTh y>KMH? — oOpaTuiiachk oHa K Aliekcero [ puropreBuyy.

— Jla, Xopol1i1o, Benu MoAaBarh yKUH, a caMa UM CIaTh, UAU CHaTh —
paz0asnoBaia yX o4eHb TeOs MaryIika!

Kartoma caemana Bum OyATo MCHyrajiach CypoBOTO rojioca OTIa H,
Ipalo3HO OTBECHUB BCEM IOKJIOH, BbIOEKaa U3 KOMHATHI.

— Hy, 4em ke He napckas HeBecta! — 3acmesyics el Beien Bacunuii
Jlyknu. — Xoten ObI s, OpaT, UMETh TAaKylO JOYKY, s Obl HE WHA4Ye €€ U
TOTOBWJI KaK B IIAPCKHUE HEBECTHI. BOT MOXIU rOJIUK, APYroM, paciyCTUTCS
OHa aKu PO3aH, KTO X C KPacOTOM MOCIOPUT, pa3Be UTO LapeBHa!

Kusa3p Aunekcert [puroppeBud HUYEro He BO3paxkan. lemneps, Mocie
pacCyKJIeHUl JIBOIOPOMHOTO Opara, KOTOpPBIA Bcerma HWMENT Ha HEro
OrPOMHOE BJIIMSIHHE, OH YK MHAu€ B3IVISIHYN Ha Aeno. Cpa3y eMy TOYHO 4YTO
MOKa3aJI0Ch HEBEPOSTHBIM OCYIIECTBICHHE OE3YMHBIX CHIHOBHUX IUIAHOB:
elle Tak HeJJaBHO Bce oHM, Jlonropykue, Oblid B TeHH, B 3aroHe. Ho, Ooxe
MOH, BeJlb TYT OJIMH JICHh BCE BEPX JIHOM ITOBEPTHIBAET, YTO K€ MYIPEHOTO
— BYEpa BOH KHsKHa MEHIIMKOBa BelWYaiacs roCyldapblHEW, a 3aBTpa
HUKTO U HE BCIOMHUT MPO KHSOKHY MEHIIMKOBY, TOCylapbiHEWd OyaeT
Benuuatbest Katroiia, TONbKO OBl yaepKaTbCs, TOJbKO Obl HE 3a0bITh
npumepa toro ke MenmmkoBa! Hy, n1a Mbl ynep:kuMcsi, HAC-TO MHOTO, J1a U
rojoBa y Hac xopomiasi ecTb, — Opareny Bacunuit JIykuu, — 3TOT Ha Bce
Mmacrep!

— OpHo Tenmeph HaJO, — OXHUBIGHHO oOpaTtwics Auekcei
['puropreBuY KO BCEM: — OJHO HAJIO, CIUIOTUTHCS HaM Kperde, BpOo3b HE
CMOTpPETh, KaK OJIMH YEJIOBEK OPYAO0BaTh, TOIJIa MHOTO CII€JIATh MOXXHO.

— Bor a3t0 Tak, — 3amerun Bacwiui Jlykud, — g HaBHO YyXKe
MOAYMBIBalO, KaKk Obl HAM C CHJIaMU coOpaTbcsi. MHOro-To Hac MHOTO, Ja



4yTO B TOM TOJNKy! Bor MeHmukoBa He Oynet, a [onuipsin u OctepMan Bce
K€ OCTaHyTCsl, a | ONUIBIH, KaK BBl AyMaeTe, JIETKO C HAMU CIPABUTHCA?
Tam y Hux ogun Muxaiino ¢enpamapiiiai 4ero CTouT!

— Yro ke, kHa3b Bacunuii, — 3ameTns Muxaitno Bragumuposud, —
IIOWCKAaTh MEXJY HaMHU, TaK U y HAC HAWJETCS YEJIOBEK HE XYXKE KHA3A
Muxaunel lonmuneiHa. BugHo, TouHO, 4TO BCe Temepb o Opare Bacuauu
BnagumupoBuye 1mo3a0bui, BUIHO, JOJATO OH ObUI B Omale, a U Tenephb,
BHUIIIb, Jasieko B [lepcuu. KaGbl HaM BEpHYTH €T0 CoJIa, TaK MHOTO ObI y Hac
CWJIBI TPUOABUIIOCH.

— Tbl 3TO HampacHO TaK JyMmaellb, — TMOBEPHYJICA B CTOPOHY
Muxawnna Bmagumuposuya Bacunui Jlykuy. — HamnpacHo aymaenib, 4to
MBI TBOETO OpaTa mo3a0bliu, s BOT O HEM Bce AHU ayMaro. CaMm 3Haro, 4To
HEe OOOWTHCH HaM 0€3 HEero, HyXHBII OH HaM YeNOBEK, yX, KaK HYXHO
BepHYTh HaMm ero! Tonpko 4To MEHIIMKOB MPOBAIUTCS, TaK CeMYac ke u
BEpHYTb KH:3s Bacunua Bragumuposuua. ..

— DTO TOYHO, 3TO TaK! — OTO3BAJIHCH BCE.

B cocengneil komHare ObUT MoAaH yKMH, U AJekceil [puropbeBud
MPUNIACUI CBOMX FOCTEH 3aKYCHUTh U BBIMUTb.

OHU mnpoAOIXKATM TOJIKOBATH OO0 OXHJAAEMOM CO JHSI Ha JICHb
OKOHYATEIbHOM HU3BEPKCHUM MEHIINKOBA, W TMOJ KOHEL BCE 0 OJHOTO
OBLITM B caMOM JIy4IlleM HacTpoeHHH ayxa. KHsa3p Anekcel u3psaHo TAHYI
BHUHO U3 CepeOpsSHON YapKu U TEreph MY Y>K COBCEM HE Ka3aJloCh CTPAITHO
U HEBEPOSITHO BHUJETHh B cBoeil nouepu Karromie Oynyiiyro ummneparpuily.
Tenepp, 110 Mepe TOro Kak HaAYMHAJIO MPUATHO IIYMETh B TOJIOBE, OH BCE
Oosee u Oosiee BXOJIUJI BO BKYC IUIAHOB CBOETO HeMoOMMOTro chiHa MBaHa,
€My YX Haualld TPEACTaBIATHCS caMble COOJa3HUTEIbHBIE CIIEHBI,
3aTOBOPWJI0O M 3aKJIOKOTAJIO B  HEM  HECKOJBKO  NPHUIABICHHOE
00CTOATEIHCTBAMU YECTOIIOOHE.

— A Heuger-taku HeroaHbIN MIBaH! — CTYyKHYJ OH KYJIAKOM IO CTOJTY.
— Toro m xau OTOOBET y KOTro-HUOYIh >KEHY, HApBETCA Ha HCTOPHIO,
HCKOJIOTUT €T0 KTO-HUOY/b, YObET, TOXKaIyH, Hy U MUIIX BCE MPOTajo!

— Hebocp, HEOOCH, Opatr, — cmescsa Bacummii JIykuu. — He TakoB
TBOM WBaH, He nactcs B o0uy. Hy, a HacyeT uyKoi »KeHbl — 3TO TOYHO, HE
3HAK0 B KOTO OH, MOXKET, U B maneHbKy. [Ipusnaiics, ctaprHa, KHATUHA-TO
JAJIEKO — HE YCIIBIIIUT!

Kus3p Anekcell TPUATHO YXMBUIBHYJCS, O4Y€Hb MOXKET OBITh, UYTO
yepe3 MUHYTY OH Obl Hauajl Kakoe-HUOY/Ib MUKAHTHOE MOBECTBOBAHUE W3



JHEH CBOEH MOJOJOCTH, OH YK Jaxe, OOOAPEHHBIA JIOOUMBIM H
YBO)KAa€MbIM  JIBOIOPOJIHBIM ~ OpaToM, W coOOMpayicsi HadaTb YTO-TO
pacckas3blBaTh, KaK BAPYT Pa3fajiCsi HEUCTOBBIM CTYK B HApyKXHYIO IBEPb
JIOMMKA, U TIPE¥KJIE YEM CIIyTra €€ OTBOPHII, ITOCIIBIIIAJICS TPOMKHN TOJIOC.

Yepe3s MuUHYTy Ha TMOpOre KOMHATHI TOKa3angach (urypa MoOJIOIOTO
kHs35 VBaHa.

— A, 3a y>)KMHOM, Y€CTHasi KOMNaHusi! — OecrepeMOHHO KPUKHYII OH,
cHuMas nusiny. — W mens He nomoxnanu... Hy, a BUHO He Bce BBIIWI
poautenb?.. ChIHKY-TO ocTaBui?.. S BbINbBIO, 51 MOTY!

OH, OYEBUIHO, U TAK YK U3PsAHO BbIMWI. [lomareiBasich, MOAOIIEN OH
K CTOJIy, TPY3HO OIYCTWJCS B KPECJIO, MOMIEpP PAaCKPACHEBIIEECS JHULO
pYyKaMu U OCMaTpUBajl BCEX MYTHBIM B3[JISIZIOM.

— Xopom! — pa3Ben Ha Hero pykamu oren. — Hy, BOT 3actymaiics
ThI 3a Hero, Bacunuii JIykud, BOoT oH kakoB! Becw TyT nepen toboro! S emy
TOBOPIO: MbSHCTBYM, OCCITyTCTBYH, Ne0omupHuYa, TOJIbKO TaK, YTOOBI HU
oqHa cobaka 00 9TOM HEe Bejaasia, MOTOMY OH TeNeph IyIIe BCETO CBOIO
penyTaiuoo coOmoaaTh JOJMKEH, a OH pa3Be O ciloBax Moux nymaetr? Emy
HEYEro BOT Tak oparh Ha Bech Ilereprod! Yaii, mo poie 1miesn, MecHU Mmell,
co BceMM B Jpaky jne3. Ha urto ke 310 moxoxke? Kak TpesBwlil, Tak ele
HUYEro, MHOM pa3 M TOJK IMOKAa3bIBAET, J1a BOT TAKUM-TO y>X OOJIbHO 4acTo
AaBIsIThCA ctan. Y! He misiieTs Obl HA HETO — COBCEM M3 PYK BBIOWJICA. ..

Kusa3p BaH niprcTanbHO CMOTPEI HA OTIA BO BCE BPEMSI 3TOW peUu U
BIPYT PAcXOXOTaJICS caMbIM 0€33a00THBIM U O€CIIEpEeMOHHBIM 00pPa30M.

— Jamgromka Bacunuii Jlyknd, 3acTynuch XOTh Thl, BOT OH Tak
K&Kl 1eHb. .. [IpaBo, s ckopo Ha Hero yesaoM Oyay OuTh rocyaapro!

— Monuu, HeToAHBIN! — KpUKHYJ Ha Hero AJiekcel [’ puroppeBud. —
He 3a3naBaiicst 0051bHO, 4 e1le Tede MOKaxy, 4To 5 TBOM OTell.

— Jla nonHoTe, nepecransre, — BeTynuiics Bacunuii JIlykuy. — I'ne
ObLI, IIeMsIHHNYEK? YTo moaenniBai?

— Tax BOT 51 Bam ceiuac U CKaxy, rie s Obui!

— Hy, a yTo rocynaps — B 100pOM 3710pOBbE?

— 3710pOB, TENEPH MTOYUBAET, /1A U MHE MIOPA TOXKE.

Kus3p MBaH coOBcEM HAKIIOHWII TOJIOBY K CTOJLY U CKOPO 3axpariell.

— VYHecute ero, paszaeHnsre! — oOparwica Anekceit ['puropreBuu K
CIIyTaM.

Te 0OCTOPOKHO MPUCTYNUIIN K UCTIOJIHEHUIO 3TOTO MPUKA3AHHUS.



— [a, 310 m1oxo, — 3agyMuuBO cka3zan Bacwiui JIykuy, — s 3aBTpa
C HUM NOroBopro. OueHp TypuTh cTaI TBOM MBaH, a Tak HENb3s — BCE €TI0
MOXET UCTIOPTUT.

— S yxe Tebe roBopwi, roBopui! — MaxHyll pyKow AJjekcei
I'puropseBuu.

B 310 Bpems B TOM k€ CaMOM JIOMHUKE, B MAJIEHBKOU CHIAJIbHE KHSIKEH
Jloropyknx, Ha MSATKOM, C TMBIIIHO B3AyThIMU IEPUHAMU U BBICOKUM
OanaxuHoM kpoBatu cujena Karromia. Houb Obuia Temsas, OKHO OTBOPEHO.
Psmom cmnama ee cecTtpa M cmana KpENKO, BPEMS OT BPEMEHH YTO-TO
nienTajga BO CHE, KaKhe-TO HEMOHSTHbIE OTPhIBOYHBIE ciioBa. Cradblil CBET
JaMMaJKu, 3a%KEHHON B YIIIy TIepe]l MKOHAMU, 03apsil KpoBarh KaTromm u
BCIO €¢ HeOobIyto, rpaiuo3nyo ¢urypy. Eif Obu10 JKapko U He CajiocCh.
OHa OoTKHHYJIa OAESIIO U pacnyCTWia BOpoT. He cnanock el moromy, 4To yx
OYEHb OHA YIMBUJIIACH CETOJIHS, ceiuac yauBmiack. Korma mMate nociana ee
y3HaTh, BEJIUT JM OTEI] MOAaBaTh y>KWH, U OHA YXe moadexasna K JBepsAM
KOMHAThl, TAE€ TOJIKOBAIM JlONTOpyKHEe, €l SICHO MOCHBIAIOCH €€ HMS,
npou3HeceHHoe KHs3eM Bacunnem JlykuueM. He ynepxkanace Katroma: uro
000 MHE TOBOpSAT, nail mociymaro! M oHa mpuiokuia yxo K 3aMOYHOU
CKB@XXHHE... HY, U BCE yciablmana. YyIHO U CTPaHHO II0Ka3ajaoCh €W: OHa
OyZleT 1apCKoil HEBECTOM, IApUIIEH... J1a pa3Be 3TO BO3MOXHO? Jla u 3auem
sro!l.. OHa mOYTHM KaXABIM JCHb BHJAEIA HMIEPATOpPa, IOYTUTEIBHO
KJIaHSJIaCh €MY; KOrjia MHOM pa3 OH 3aroBapuBall C HEIO, OTBeYasia, MOTYIHUB
rjJaza, HO BCE JKe, HECMOTpS Ha TO YTO €M camoi eme He ObLIOo
HIECTHAALATH JIET, UMIIEpAaToOp Ka3zajicsi €d MaJICHbKHMM MAaJjlbihKOM, U
HUKOT/Ia HE MOTIJIa OHA MOJlyMaTh O HEM MHaue, Kak O CyIIeCTBE 0COOCHHOM,
CTOSIBILIEM JIaJIEKO U BBICOKO, a TYT BAPYT XOTAT, 4TOO OH cjAenalcsi ee
HKEHUXOM!..

«U Bce aT0 Opar UBan, yero oH He BbiayMaer! A caM-To, cam-To!.. Ax
KaK BCE ATO CTPaHHO, KaK CTPAHHO!..» — MIeNTaIu TyObl KHsDKHBI. HakoHern
OHa 3aCHYJa.

Ho B 3Ty HOYB U CHBI €l CHWINCH BCE TAKUE CTPAHHBIE: € CHUJIOCH,
YTO OHA IIapHWIlla, YTO HA HEH 30JI0Tasi KOPOHA, MAHTHS HA TOPHOCTAaE; €
CHWJIOCh, YTO BCE KJIAHSIOTCA €l B HOTW, U € CTAaHOBUJIOCH MOYEMY-TO
IOYIIHO, TSYKKO, OHA MTPOCKINAIach U METAJIACh HA CBOEH ITyXOBOW MOCTEIH.



X

Bce Tak ke BeNMKONENEH JOM KHs3s MEHIIHNKOBA, Takas K€ Tojma
MPUCTYTH OpOAWT B3ajJ U BHEpen MO OECUUCICHHBIM ero komHaram. Ho
YTO-TO BUCHUT HAJ 3TUM JIOMOM, U Ka)KJIOMY BXOJSIIEMY B HEro C MEPBOU
MHHYTBI 3TO CTAaHOBHUTCA SICHBIM. [la Temepp peako KTO M 3aXOAUT K
Anekcannpy [lanunoBuuy. OH yx Tperuil nenp B IlerepOypre, Bce 3TO
3HAIOT U Kak OyITO HUKOMY JI0 3TOTrO HeT naena. J[aBHO au 01000 HE ObLIO
OT nocetruteien? JIaBHO JIM BBICOKME CAHOBHUKHU TOCYIAapCTBA JOKUIATUCH
KHSDKECKOTO BBIXOJIa CO CTPAaXxOM M TPEMETOM U CTUOANUChH Mepel KHSI3EM,
YyTh HE 1IEJIOBAJIU TOJIBI €r0 Kad)TaHa — J1a U LeTTOBATU-TaKH.

Anekcannp [anwnoBuu yx u He e3nut B Ileteprod), He crapaercs
YMUJIOCTUBUTDH UMIIEPATOPA, TOTO U KM XyXke OT 3Toro Oyznet. Bce napckue
BEIIM YK€ BBIHECEHBbI M3 MEHIIMKOBCKOIO JIOMa: UMIIEPATOp HE CErOJHS—
3aBTpa nepeesxkaer B [lerepOypr. Ox, uro-to Oyzaet! [locnennue Halie)KHbIE
JIOIA TOHOCAT, YTO»TAM»HHUKTO U CJIOBAa HE TOBOPUT MPO MEHIIUKOBBIX,
Kak Oy/lITO UX U HET Ha CBETE;«TaM»TENEPh TOJIbKO Jlonropykue u Hemenkas
kpearypa. Jlomaer cebe ronoBy Ausekcangp JlaHunoBuY: K KOMY Obl
oOpaTuThCs, Ja YTO Temepb BbayMaenib? CaM OTTOJKHYN OT ceOsi BCeX.
Jlyman, HUKTO ¥ HE TPUTOIUTCS, HUKTO U HE OylIeT HUKOTAAa HYXKEH, a BOT
Tenephb MPUTOAWIICA Obl KaXKIbIi MaJICHbKUM YEJIOBEUEK, 1a HET HUKOTO: BCE
paz0exanuch, BCe BparaMu CMOTPSIT, BCE JISITaTh TOTOBBI!

[Tocnenusst cnabasi HajgexkJaa MeEJbKHYJAa KHs3I0 — K [OnuibIHY
oOpatutThbcsi. [OMUIBIH TaK K€, KaK U OH, JOJKEH OOSTHCS BO3BBILICHUS
Honropykux u Octepmana. [OMUIBIH pagd CBOUX BBITOJ MOMOYb JOJIKEH.
Bor camurcs Anexcanap JlaHwioBMY W nOMIIET KHA3I0  Muxamny
Muxaitnosuuy ['onuneiny:

«/3BONBTE, Ballle CHUATEIBCTBO, MOCIENIUTh CHOAA KaK BO3MOYKHO, HA
MoyTe, M KOIJa U3BOJUTE NPHUOBITH K MEPCIEeKTHUBHOM aopore, Toraa
U3BOJIUTE K HaM W K Opary BallleMy MpHUcCIaTh ¢ HAPOUYHBIM H3BECTHE U
Ha3HAUYWTh YMCJIO, KOTJa HamepeHbl Oynere crojga mpuoObiTh, a ¢ Mxkopbl
OMsATh K€ HAac OOOUX YBEJOMHTH, MOHEXKE BEChbMa JKejlaeMm, Ja0bl Ballle
CUSATENBCTBO MPEK/E BCEX U3BOIUIN BUAETHCS C HAMI.

Cnemut, et ronna Anexkcasp Jlanunosud, yto-to Oyaet? [lomoryt
v YHUUTOXUTH [Jonropykux n Octepmana? A keM 3aMEHUTh BOCIIUTATEIIS,
€ClIi yJacTcsl €ro CBEpPrHyTh, KeM 3amMeHUTh? KrTo Obu1 OBl yromex?



BcnomMHu cBETIIEUIINE PO CTApOTO YUYHUTENS 3EUKUHA, KOTOPOTO KOTAA-TO
mobui IleTp, u BOT apyroe muchbMoO MUIIET OH K 3ToMy 3elkuHy. [luchma
MOCJIAHBI, HO KOTZIA-TO €IE MOJIy4Yarcs, KOIJIa SIBITCS 3TU HY>KHBIE JIIOIU? A
TYT, 4YTO HHU JI€Hb, UTO HU Yac, Oe1a HEMUHYYas CTPSICTUCH MOXKET.

Anekcangip JlaHWIOBMY YX WU W3 JIOMYy HE BBIXOJHT, 3a0bLT U O
BepxoBHom CoBetre — rae Teneps! Uto Tam — oaHu o06uabl Tosbko! Kak
JIeB, 3amepThlii B KJETKe, OpOIUT U3 yIiia B Yrojl MO CBOEMYy pabouemy
kaOuHety Aunexkcauap JlaHuiaoBudY, XIeT BecTed HEAOOpHIX. A BeCTU
HeZoOphele YK ONM3ko, BOT OHM Yy IMopora, B JBepu cTyyarcs. Bor
JOKJIAIBIBAIOT KHS3I0: TOCyHapbh M LAPEBHBI nepeexanu B JleTHWil oM,
CBETJICHIIIEMY HUKTO M3 HHMX HE JlaJl 3HaTb 00 3TOM, M celdac xe Io
nepeesze rocyaaps nocjiaHo OObSIBUTh TBAPJUU, YTOOBI CIYIIATUCH TOJIBKO
apCKUX MpPUKa3aHUM, KOTOpble OyAyT OOBSBICHBI MallOpaMH, KHSI3bsIMU
KOcymnoBbiM 1 CalTBIKOBBIM. DTO OBLIO YTPOM 7 CEHTSIOPAI.

KHsA3p pemniics xaare 10 Beuepa. TSHYJINCh 4achl, HET MOCJIAHIIEB U3
IBOpLIA, HUKTO HE SIBJISETCS, BCE KaK B BOAY KaHynW. llenblii neHp B poT
HUYEro He MOT B3sATh Auekcanp JlanunoBuy. CTty4anach K HEMY JK€HA —
HE OTHEP; JAETU CTYYAIUCh — HE MOJAJ TOJ0CA. YK COBCEM HM O UYEM HE
aymajl KHS3b, MbICIIE HHUKaKUX HE ObLIO, 1a U O 4YeM Telepb IyMaTh!
Tonbko TOCKa TyTyXasi JaBUT, IOXHYTh HE JAET, U JIEBAaThCS HEKyJa OT 3TOU
TOCKH, HUYEM HE 3arTyIIHIIb e¢!

Beuep. CremHeno, Tyuu XoAsaT mo HeOy, BETep OCEHHUU TOTHSJICA U
3aps0un HeBckue BoAbl. Cepo M MpauyHO, BOH M3 OKHA CIIBIIIHO: BOPOHBI
KapKaroT, U MylIe HaJgpbIBaeTCA cepaue Aliekcanapa JlaHuinoBuya, U myliie
TocKa AaBUT ero. Hert, HeBTepriex 3Ta yOUilCTBEHHAss HEU3BECTHOCTh, Oy/lb
4yTO OYyJIeT, a Y3HaTh HajJ0, 4yTo TaM Jenaercs! CaMoMy exaTh — HU 3a 4TO!
IToxanyi, naxxe He BIyCTAT. IIpyr 3TOM MBICIIA XOJIOAHBINA NOT ITOKA3AJICS HA
BBICOKOM, MOPIIMHUCTOM JIOy MenmukoBa.«Jlerel nmouuito, 1eTe — Beb
YTO K€, €lle He OOBSIBWIM, Belb Mapbs Bce elle LapCKod HEBECTOM
cunurtaercs... OHU JOMKHBI MOEXaTh MO3APABUTh C MPUE3AOM, JOJIKHBI. ..
MOIILUTI0O MX K IIapeBHAM, XOTh YTO-HUOYAb y3Hato». IeT oH Ha MOJOBUHY
KEHbI, a Ta BCTpeYaeT ero OyenHas, Apoxamlas, JUlIa Ha HEW HeT:
M3Maslach BCS, MCXyJaja B OTU IIOCIENHUE YyKacHble IHU Jlapbs
MuxainoBHa.

— I'ne nouepu? MpadyHO MPOTOBOPUI KHS3b.

— Jloma, noma! Jla rae ke uM OBITH-TO?!



— To-To, Benu ceifuac 3anpsrarb, CHapsIu UX, MyCTh €AYT MO3APABUTH
LIApEBEH C MPUE3AOM, MyCTh Bce y3HatT! O, rocriogu!

Hapes MuxaitnoBHa no0pena K go4yepsiM, a KHSI3b OCTAJICSI HA MECTe,
CeJl B KPECJO U 3aMep.

Bbonble yaca cuaen oH Tak, CI0Ba HUKOMY HE CKa3all, TOJIbKO TOJIOBOM
MOTHYJI, KOT/ia JOJOKHIIA €MY JKE€Ha, UTO JOYEPH BO JBOPELl YEXAIIH.

Hesecenoro Bbeia m3 skunaxa y JlerHero cajga KHsbkHa Mapbs
AJtekcaHIpoBHA. B mocieaHue qHU 1 OHA OCTaBUJIa CBOE PABHOMYIIUE; CIIIE
Ooblie MooIeIHeNa OHa, elle 0oJiee BRITSHYIOCH JIUIIO €€, TOITHO ObLIO e
IJISIJIETh Ha CBET OOXKHI — Yysijla OHa HEMUHYYYIO THOEIb.

N uecapesna EnusaBera, u Benukas KHsbkHAa Haranes noma, a KHSKEH
BCE K€ JIOKUJAThCA 3aCTABIISIIOT: HE BBIXOASIT K HUM U K ceO€ HE 30BYT.
[Tomuaca mpoxoAuT, Yac — IapcKasi HEBECTa OMATh MOChUIAET (PpernuHy
NOJIOKUTH 1apeBHaM. @OpelnvHa BO3BpAIlACTCd W TOBOPHUT:«CEHUYAC
BBINIYT, 103a0bITh U3BOJUIIN O BaIlleM MPUE3IE».

— Mairenbka, 4To XK€ 3TO Takoe? — Jaxe 3aJpoxkana KHSKHA
Anekcangpa. — YTo ke 3TO 3a HeCcHOCHble oOunbl? Yenmem, paau bora.
boxe Mo, Heyxkenu Harama u ot MeHst oTBepHeTCs !

Bor Benukas kHs>kHa Haranes mokazanace Ha mopore, AJEKcaHJpa
AnekcanapoBHa Opocujiach K Heil: ObIBajlo, OHH BCTPEUYAIIUCH
3aKaJbIYHBIMU JIPY3bsIMU, 1I€JIOBAJIUCh W OOHHMMAlIUCh, ObIBAJIO, HE
HaDAASTCS APYyr Ha apyra, yto ke 310o? Uto xe Haranbs misiaut U He
ynapiOaeTcs, eaBa MPOTsAHYyJa PYKY... LleToBaTh HEe xoueT. YUto ke 31o? 3a
YTO Ke?

— IlapeBHa, yem s BHHOBaTa mepen ToOOKW? — MIEMUYeT KHsHKHA
Aunexcangipa. — Eciu ecth MOs BUHa, ckaku MHe. Pa3Be 3a0buia Thl, Kak s
0010 T€0s1, pa3Be 3a0blia Thl HAITY CTAPYIO APYHKOY?

Benukass kHsbkHA BCE€ MOJIUMT, €l HEJIOBKO. BXxomuT 1ecapeBHa
Enuzagera.

— Ilpomy u3BUMHEHHUS, — TOBOPUT OHA, oOpamiasch K KHSHKHAM, —
3a0bUTH MBI, YTO BbI 3/I€Ch JI0KH/IAE€TECH.

— MBI 31ech Ooniee yaca! — mienuyT OneHble, TOHKKE I'yObl IApCKOM
HEBECTHI, a Ha IJ1a3ax ee OJIECTAT Clie3bl,

— OueHb )anko, — oTBe4aeT EnmszaBeTa, — BOJBHO K€ BaM TaKOeE
BpeMs BbIOpatTh... Yali, cibliliaiii, Mbl TOJIBKO YTO MEpeeXalid, TOXKE BEIb
pa3zo0parbcs HYKHO, HE 10 4yXKHUX!



— A 4 Tak ycTaija, s HE3I0pOBAa, — 3aMEYaeT BEJIMKAS KHSKHA
Harasnps.

— Toxe He 10 4yXuX, BUOHO! — mpopelaana nepea Her AjekcaHapa
AJleKCaHAPOBHA.

— AX, KaK 3T0 CKy4yHO! — pa3gpakUTEIbHO BBITOBOpHUJIA IIECApPEBHA,
NOJIHUMAsICh C MecTa. — Takue Jr00e3Hble TOCThU, OT HUX CJIOBa HE
noowemibes. [loinem, Hatama, y Hac Tam Becenee!

O06e oHM BBINUIM. MEHIIMKOBBI OCTAJIMCh OJHU B ITYCTOM KOMHATe.
Huxoro Het... boxxe Mo#, 4TO0 ke 3TO Takoe?

He nomHus ceOsi, 00e cecTpbl KMHYJIWUCHh K BBIXOIY, HE TOMHs ceOs,
J0€XaJId OHU JI0 JIOMY, TpUOekaau K Marepu U 00e HEe MOIVIM CKa3aTh HU
CJIOBa, 00€ TOJIBKO PHIJIATIH.

— Jla uTo Takoe, uro? He TomMuTe, HE HAJIpBIBANTE AYIIY, PACCKAKHUTE
XOTh YTO-HUOY/b, UTO C BaMH TaM ObUIO? — HM3MYYEHHBIM, OCIIa0EBIIMM
rojocoM mmentaina Japes MuxainoBaa. — [la roBopure, roBopure.

N Brpyr nepen HUMHU ouyTHiCs oTell. Ha Hem nuiia He ObLIO0

— T'oBopure ceituac xe, 4To TaM ObLI0?! — 3aKpUYa OH.

— A TO OBUIO, — TOAHSJIACH TIEPE] HUM KHsKHA Maphbsi, — TO ObLIO,
YTO ThI IOTYOWJI U Ce0sl, U MEHSI. .. U BCEX Hac...

KuskHa 3apbiiaia v BeIOEKaia U3 KOMHATHI. . .

— ToBopu Bce mompoOHO! — MpoXka W CXKUMas KyJlakd, 0O0paTuics
KHsI3b KO BTOPOM J04e€pH, — TOBOPH, HE TO YObIO Ha MECTE: BUICIH BBI
rocynaps?

— Her, He Buzmenu, — mpopsliana KHsDKHA AJleKcaHapa, — Ja U

IIapEeBHBI HE BBIXOAWIM K HaM OOJIbIlle Yaca. A BBIILIM, CKa3aaH JIBa CJIOBA,
oOMIeNIN U YIILTU, OCTAaBUB HAC OJHUX.

— Kak, u Haranes? Benr oHa TeOst mroOuna... bennas KHsDKHaA
3apbljana ene OT4asiHHee.

— Jla, ¥ OHA... 1 OHA HAa MEHS CMOTPETH HE 3axoTenal

Anekcannp JlanuioBu4 cxBatuil ceOs 3a TOJIOBY, TIJia3a €ro
OCTAaHOBWJIUCH, JIMIIO HKCKA3WJIOCh, OH 3aCTOHAJI W BIPYr 0€3 4YyBCTB
pyxHyiacs Ha noi. Hecuactnas [lapps MuxaiiioBHa ¢ OTHasTHHBIM KPUKOM
KUHYJIACh K MY)KY, CTapajiach MOJHATh €ro, HO €l ObLIO ATO HE MO CHJIaM. —
«Bomapl, Boabl, JOKTOpal» — KpUYaja OHA OXPUIHYBIIUM TOJOCOM.
KusxkHa Anekcanapa MeTaliach U3 KOMHAThl B KOMHATy Kak MOMEIIaHHAs.
[To BceMy OrpoOMHOMY JIOMY BC€ JQJIbIIE U JAJbIIE Pa3HOCUIIOCH:«IOKTOPA,
nokropa! Ceernenmuii ymupaet!»



XI

Crpamnas, gonras HOYb, HAKOHEI, MPOIIA; HACTYNHIO YTpPO &
ceHTs0ps. CBeTneluil yCIOKOUJICS HECKOJIBKO M 3aCHYN TOJIBKO TpHU
COJMHEYHOM Bocxoze. Jlapps MuxailoBHA OCTOPOXKHO BBIIIA W3 €T0
CIAJIbHU; BO BCEM JIOME€ HHUKTO MOYTH HE JIokKuUica cnarh. C yacy Ha 4ac
OXKUJAJIM MEHIIMKOBBl pELIEHUsT CBOEWM ydyacTu. bemHas KHATUHS
BBIIJIAKAJIA BCE CBOM CIIE3bI, JAXKE€ MOJIOAOW ChIH MEHIIIMKOBA, 10 CHX IOpP
HU BO YTO HE BMEIIMBABILINNCS U UTPABLIAN CAMYIO HE3HAUYUTEIBHYIO POJIb
B JIOM€, U TOT TOHSJI BCIO BaXXHOCTb COOBITHN, HE OTXOAMJI OT MaTepu U
CTapajicsi €€ YCIIOKOWTh, HO pPa3Be MOXHO ObUIO YCHOKOUTH Jlapbio
Muxaitnoay! OHa He IJakana: mia3a ee ObUIM CyXH, HO Ha Hee€ B3JIAHYTh
OBLIO CTpAIlHO; OHA TO M JEJIO0 IMOAXOAWJIa K JIBEpsSIM CHAJbHU MyXa M
MPUCITYILINBAJIACH.

[Iponno HECKOJIIBKO AOJTUX YacOB, U BOT KHATHHE JOJIOXKWUIIH, YTO U3
IBOpPLA K CBETICHIIEMY SIBWJICA Malop TBapAvH, TE€HEPAI—JICUTCHAHT
CanTbIKOB.

Hapbsi MuxaitnnoBHa Opocuiach K HEMY, HO HE TONyd4Wsia OT HETo
HUKAKUX Pa3bsiCHECHUN.

— MHe Hy»XHO BHIETh KH:3s1 Anekcanapa JlanunoBuya, — ckasai OH,
— IPOBOJIUTE MEHS K HEMY ceiuac ke, 1 He Mory 0e3 3TOro yexarb.

JlenaTh Heuero — NpUIUIOCh Pa3OyauTh KHs34. OH ObLT Tak ciiad, uyTo
HE MOT BCTaTh ¢ nocTteau. CalThIKOB JIOJKEH ObLIT BOUTU K HEMY.

— Ilo mpukazy ero BenuyecTBa OOBSBISIO BaM apecT, YTOOBI BbI
HUKY/1a HE BBIE3KaJIM U3 CBOETO JIoMa, — cpasy ckaszai CanaThIKOB.

MEeHIITMKOB OTKPBUI TJ1a3a, 3aJpokal M BTOPUYHO ymayn Oe3 YyBCTB.
Yepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT MEIHMK IMYCTHII €My KpoBb. OH OUHYJICS, HO IIISIZIEI
Ha BCEX OECCMBICIICHHO U HE TOBOPHJI HU CIIOBA.

JHapess MuxaitioBHa B3sijla ¢ OO0 ChIHA U CEeCTpy CBOlo, Bapmapy
ApceHbeBy, U MOCIENIIWIa BO ABOPEL: TaM €l CKa3aJiv, YTO TOCydaphb €Ile
HE BO3Bpamjaicsi oOT obegnu. OHa ocrajack B TepeHENd KOMHaTe
noxkunaarbesi. Bor u rocymapp — KHSTHHS Opocujiach Nepel HUM Ha
KOJICHH, JieprkKaia ero 3a noxy kadrana. OH He TIsIIeN Ha Hee, OH MPoOoBal
BBIPBAThCA, HO OHA BLIENIMJIACh B HETO U HE OTITYCKaJIa.



— Tocynaps, nomaau! — 3aabIxasich U 0OJUBASCH CI€3aMHU, IIeNTajIa
Hapbst MuxaiyioBHa.

Benukas kusbkHa Haranbs 3aminakana u yOexkana k cebe. Bcee
OKpYXaBIliie OBLIM PACCTPOCHBI ITOW CIIEHON — Ja)ke U Te, KTO UCKPEHHO
HeHaBuaen MenmukoBa. HenaBunenu MeHIIMKOBA, HO IPOTUB YKEHBI €TI0
HUKTO HE MOT HMYEro MMeTh. Bce 3Hamm, yTo oHa n00pas, MOYTECHHAs
KEHIIMHA, YTO caMa OHA HECYacTHa M BCEraa MpH MEPBOM BO3MOXKHOCTH
WCIIpaBIIsiIa 3J10, TIPUYMHEHHOE €€ MykeM. M BceM ObLIO HEJIOBKO, BCE
OMyCKajly T[Jla3a, >KAJIUCh K CT€HaM, HO HHM Yy OJHOTO YeJOBEKa He
MIOIIEBEIIUJICA SI3BIK Ha €€ 3alllUTy. 3aluTa Tenepb Oblaa Obl Oe3yMHueM, 3TO
3HAUUIIO OBl MOABEPraTh CaMOro Ce0sl OMACHOCTHU... A KHATHUHS BCE CTOUT
Ha KOJICHSIX, BCE JIEPKUTCS APONKAINMMHU pyKaMH 3a KaM30J UMIIeparopa,
MOYHT TIOJI CBOMMH CJI€3aMH, IIEMYET HEBHSATHBIE PEYU, & OH BCE CHIIUTCS
OT Hee BbIpBaThCcsi. VI BOT OH BBIpBAJICS, HE CKa3aj HU CJIOBA U OBICTPO
ymien. OHa o/1Ha, Ha KOJICHSIX, cpear KoMHaThl. Ceifyac ObIJI0 MHOTO HApOIy
— TeIepb HUKOTO: BCE pa3Opesuch, BCE YILIM OT HEE, TOYHO OT UYMHOM,
005ICh 3apa3UTHCA. ..

OHa KuHylIach K BEIMKOM KHsDKHEe Haranse; mo mopore Bce
paccTynaiuch Iepe]] HEl, BCE OT HEe OTBOPAYMBAINCH, U HUKTO HE
ropopuil ¢ Hew. Kuskna Haranbsi Toxke yOexana OT Hee U Kylda-TO
ckpbu1achk. bpoaut n medercs Jlapps MuxaiiaoBHa 1o JBOPILY 3TOMY, TAE
Ka)KJ1asi KOMHATa, KaXKJI0€ KPECJo, Ka)K/Jas BEIIHIA €l TaK JaBHO 3HAKOMBI.
MpbIcau ee CyTaJIuCh: OHA HUYETO HE MOHUMAET, OHA KUJAETCS TO Tyaa, TO
croga. imneparop ymen; Belnukasi KHSKHa YIIJIa; OCTajJach ecapeBHA — K
HEeW WATH... HO U II€CapeBHA HE CKazajia HU CJIOBa KHSATHHE, Y HUX TaK,
BUJIHO, TOJIO)KEHO OBLJIO: HU OJHOTO CJIOBA, HY XOThb Obl OpaHUTH CTallH,
XOTh OBl TSXKEIBIE OOMJHBIE pEUYM MPUIILIOCH €W BBICTYyIIaTh, a TO HU
cioBa... HH cioBa! Bemp 310 eme xyxke, eme yxachHee!.. M monsna,
HaKOHEIl, KHSTHHS, YTO HET HUKAKOTO CIACEHUsi U OBITh HE MOXET, U,
IaTasCh, BCSA pacTpEeraHHas, €Ba BOJoYa HOTH, MPOTAlIWIach OHA BOH U3
JBOpIIA, HECs C COOOI0 Y)KAacHbIE BECTH O MPHUILIEIIICH HEOTBpAaTUMOMN
norudenu. Ho mo gopore nocneaHsisi MbIC/Ib MPHUIILIA €i B TOJIOBY — UJTH K

Ocrtepmany.
Octepman, Mo KpailHe Mepe, PUHSI €€ U J1a’Ke CTapascCs yCIOKOUTb.
— Hy 4TO X, KHSTUHSA, — TOBOPUJ OH, — YTO X TEIepb JAeNarh,

HUYEro Tenepb He mojenaeiib! Toro m oxuaarh ObUIO HYXHO, OYEHb YK
3a0bIICa Anekcanap JlaHWibId; BeAb HA TBOUX K€ IVIa3axX, KHATHHS, BCE



OBLIIO; BBI, Yall, MIOMHUTE, KaKk oOpalaics Cynpyr Ball ¢ €ro BEJIMYECTBOM?

Hy, u He BbITeprien umnepatop — OHO W TOHATHO! TOMBKO BBI
YCIIOKOWTECH, KHATUHS, HE HAa Ka3Hb K€ MOBEAYT Bac. ..
— O, rocnogu, — croHana [lapbs MwuxailJloBHa, — HE HA Ka3Hb,

roBOpHIlb Thl, AHJpel MBaHbIY... a modyeM s 3Hato? Benb He caM Jid Thl Ha
IOHSAX elle roBopuin Anexkcanapy JlaHWIbIYy, 4TO €ro KOJECOBAaTh HY¥KHO,
TaK MOYEM S 3HAIO, MOXKET, U KOJIECYIOT. ..

— Jla, Beab s TOBOpPWIJ MOTOMY, YTO CaM OH CTpamaj MEHs 3THM U
KJIEBETY BO3BEJI Ha MEHsI, Oy/TO 51 OTBpAILIAl0 TOCyAaps OT IPaBOCIABUS.

— AX, rociogu! IIpoctu T8I, TpocTH, AHApel MBaHbIY, MyXKy — HE
3HAJI OH CaM, YTO TOBOPWI, YK O4eHb oOua mHoro Owuio. Ilpoctu ero,
Xpucra paad, HE MNOMSHU 371a, HE moMsiHU. CMuutylicss Haa Hamu! — U
IpoXaias KHATUHS cTaja Ha KojieHu nepen OcrepMaHOM U, TaK KE Kak U
MMIIEpaTopa, CXBaTUJIA €ro 3a MOJIbl U MOYMJIA €70 HOI'M CBOMMU CIIE3AMMU.

— AX, 4TO BBI, YTO BBI, KHATUHS! — cyeTwics OapoH AwnHapei
NBaHbIY, cTapasich NOIHSATH €€.

Ho Bce Obuio TmietHo. OH Mmo3Bajd KE€HY, MU Ta Hayaja yCHOKauBaTh
Jappro MuxaiinoBHy — Ja 4€M K€ OHU MOIIIM €€ yCIOKOUTh? OHa XOpOIIOo
3Haja, XOpOIIO BHUJIENA W3 Kaxaoro cioBa AHapes lBanbpiua, 4ro OH
MPOCTO HE XOUET 32 HUX 3aCTYNUTHCS U MYCTUTh B XOJ CBOE BiHsHHE.«OH
ObI el1le MOI, OH MHOTO€ MOXET, HO BOT OH HE XOYET, HE XOUeT — YeM JKe
ero paszxkanoouts?! Wnu y nmroneit coBceM HET cepila, Wil UM PagoCTHO
BUIETH MTOTUOEIb HEBUHHBIX ? | »

— Amngpeit MBanbry, romyOumk, — 3anuBaiiach cie3amu Jlapes
MuxaiiioBHa, — CMUJTYHCS e HAKOHEIl, Be/lb €CTh ke y TeOs cepaue? Hy,
MY BUHOBAT, HY, 1 BAHOBATa, XOTh HE BEJAal0, B UeM MOS BHHA, HY, HAC U
Ka3HUTh, Ja JeTeil 3a 4To xe? Beap BOT XoTh Obl MallieHbka, pa3Be cama
OHA... Belb, OTEH PEIIWI... IPOTUB €ro BOJM OHA WUATH He morna. U s,
IJIyIasi, BAHOBATa, MOXET, B 3TOM JEJ€... CHUMHA MOIO TOJOBY, a JETEU HE
ryou!

— AX, KHATHHS, Ja A-TO TYT IPH YEM e, UTO K C MEHA BbI XxoTUTE? S
HUYETO HE MOTY, s HUYETO HE 3HAKO, 51 TYT B CTOPOHE.

— Awnpnpeit UBanbrd! MHOTO ThI MOXKeIlb, HE OOMaHEIIb MEHSI, 3HAO I,
1 Bce, Belb... AnHaper HMBanbiu... Marymika, cygapeiHs Mos, Mapda
WBanoBHa, — oOpaiaiack oHa U K *eHe OctepMaHa, — BeJlb BOT U Y Bac,
bor nact, BeIpacTyT JIE€TKH, BEAb BOT U C BaMH O€Jja MOXKET MPUKITIOYUTHCS,
BCE MbI 1oA boroMm xomuMm, Tak XOTb pagyd HAETOK, PaAud HX CHACThS



OyayIiero, mnoxajaeWTe Bbl MEHsS, HECYaCTHYIO: 3aMOJIBUTE CJIOBO HE 3a
MEHS, a 3a AeTel Moux!

DTa ClleHa CTaHOBWJIACH CIIMIIKOM JIJTMHHOW WM CIUIIKOM TSIKEIOM.
HecmoTrpss Ha Bce cBoe TteprneHue, OcTepMaH BHUJIEN, YTO HYXKHO K€
MOJIOKUTH €1 KOHEII.

— Kusarunsa, — ckaszan oH, — er—bory, MHe Hekorga, B BepXOoBHBINH
CoBeT cmnemmuTh HAIO, TyJda HBIHYE NPHEACT caM HMIIepaTop, OOCH
ono3aaro!

OH pemuTeNnbHO BBIPBAJl CBOE IUIaThe U3 pyk Jlapbu MHXaWIOBHBI U
yuen oT Hee. OHa ocTanach BABOEM C €ro KEHOM.

— Tak u y Bac HET HUKAKOTO Cep/illa, — C Y>KacoM B3IVISIHyJIa OHA Ha
OapoHeccy: — U BbI Bparu jJtotbie! 3a0buia, BUAHO, Thl CyJapbiHs, BCE MOU
Jacku, BCIO Mow npyxkO0y! Kak HyxHa s Obuta TeOe, Tak pyKH y MEHs
[[EJI0Bajia, a BOT TEIMEPh U CIIOBA 3a MEHSI CKa3aTh HE XOYElIhb!..

baponecca OctepMaH, IpuydeHHass MYKEM K CIEpKaHHOCTH, HE
OTBE€Yaja HU CJIOBA.

— Tak Bor uyTo s ckaxy Tebe! — cHoBa 3aroBopuia Jlapbs
MuxaiiioBHa, MOJHUMAsICh, OHAa BIPYT IMepecTaja IJlakaTh, BBIIPSIMUIACS,
KaKk OyATo ucuesdna BcAd €€ cinaboCTh W BCE €€ OT4asHuhe, IJia3a ee
BCIIBIXHYJTH. — Tak BOT YTO s CKaxy TeOe: MOMOMHUIIE ThI ICHb 3TOT U Yac
3TOT momnoMHuIlb! Kak MeHs Temepb OTTONKHYJA, TaK U T€OS OTTOJIKHYT;
KaK 32 MOMX JIETeH HE 3aCTyNIIACh, TAK U 32 TBOUX HE 3aCTYIATCS, U Y TEOsI
Oyzmer Ta K€ y4yacTh, 4YTO M y MEHS — W HM B KOM Thl HE HaWJeIIb
MO/IJIEP)KKU B JIEHb TBOM YEPHBIN: 32 MeHs TeOs1 bor HakaxeT!

N Napbs MuxaiinoBHa yiia, OCTaBUB 3a COOO0 TOCIEIHUN MPOOIecK
HAJICK/IbI; TEHEPh Mepe]l HEI0 He ObUIO Ja)Ke U COJIOMUHKH, 332 KOTOPYIO OBl
OHa MOTJIa YXBAaTUThCHL.

A B 310 Bpemsa B BepxoBHom TaitHom CoBerte, JE€MCTBUTEIBHO, CaM
UMIIEpATOP 3aceAarb W3BOJMI. [BEpAOK0 PYKOI TMOAMUCHIBAT OH
yka3:«I[loHexe Mbl BCEMUJIOCTUBENIIIEE HAMEPEHHUE B3I OT CETO BPEMEHU
camu B BepxoBHom TaiiHom CoBeTe MNPHUCYTCTBOBaTH M BCEM YyKa3zam
OTMPABJICHHBIMU OBITh 3a TMOJANMHCAHUEM COOCTBEHHOW Hallled pPYyKd U
BepxosHoro Taiinoro CoBeTta: TOro pajid MoBeJyiesin, 1a0bl HUKaKue yKasbl U
MKMChMA, O KaKuX OBl JleJlax OHble HU ObLIU, KOTOPhIE OT KHS351 MEHIIMKOBA
WU KOTO-IMOO MHOTO MApPTUKYJISIPHO MUCAHBI, WIK OTHPABJICHBI OYyIyT, HE
CJIYIIaTh Y TIO OHBIM OTHIOAbL HE UCIOJIHSTH, MO/l OMIAaCEHUEM HaIlleTO THEBA,
U 0 ceM IyONMKOBaTh BCEHAPOJHO BO BCEM TOCYIApCTBE W B BOWCKE W3



Cenara». Tonpko 4TO OBUI MOANMCAH yKa3 3TOT, KAK TOCYAApI0 IPHUHECIN

[MUCHMO MeHnmmkosa, IIEPECIaHHOE M yepes
CanteikoBa: «BceMWIOCTUBENIIMK ~ TOCYIaph  UMIEpaTop, —  MHCAI
MeHIMKOB, — MO BalIEr0 MMIIEPATOPCKOrO BEIMYECTBA YKA3y CKA3aH MHE

apeCT W XOTd HHUKAKOTO BBIMBIIUICHHOTO IIE€PE] BalllUM BEJIWYECTBOM
MOTPEIICHUSI B COBECTH HE HAXO0XYy, MOHEKE BCE YMHWI I PaaM JIy4llIeH
MOJIb3bl BAIEr0 BEJWYECTBA, B YEM CBHUICTEIBCTBYIOCH HEJIUIIEMEPHBIM
cynioM boxpuM, pazBe MOXKET OBITh, UYTO BallleMy BEJIMYECTBY WU
BCENMOOE3HENIIEN CEeCTpUIlE Ballled €€ HMIIEPAaTOPCKOMY BBICOYECTBY
YUYUHUJ B 3a0BE€HUU U HEBEJICHUU WJIM B MOUX K BallleMy BEJIUYECTBY IS
MOJb3bl Ball€d TMPEACTABICHUSAX: M B TaKOM MOEM HEBEACHUU U
HEIOYMEHUM BCEHIDKAMWIIE IPOIIY 3a BEPHBIC MOM K BaIlIEMy BEJIUYECTBY
CITY’KObl BCEMHJIOCTHUBEMIIIETO TPOIICHUS, W Ja0bl Balle BEJIMYECTBO
M3BOJIMJIA TIOBEJIETh MEHS M3-TIOJI apecTa OCBOOOANTH, MaMSTYsI U3PEUCHUE
Hamiero Xpucra Crnacurtelsi:«a He 3aiiJIeT COJNHIE B THeBe Baiiem». Cue
BCE MPENAK0 HA BCEMUJIOCTUBEMIIIEE BAIIECTO BEJIMYECTBA PACCYKIECHHE: s
&Ke 00eIarch MO K BallleMy BeJIMYECTBY BEPHOCTh COAEpXKaTh Jake 10
rpo6a moero». 3areM MEHIIMKOB MHUCaNl, YTO cCaM MPOCUTHIJISA CBOEH
CTapOCTU U OOJIE3HW»OT BCEX JIeNl €r0 YBOJIUTh. Jlasnbliie OH ompaBabIBasICs
B HEKOTOPBIX B3BEJICHHBIX Ha HEr0 OOBHHEHMSX, Pa3bsICHAS CMBICI
CICJIAHHBIX UM NPHUKA3aHUW, U 3aKaHYMBAJI MHUCHBMO, MPOCS MUIOCTHUBOTO
MPOIICHUS.

— Yro xe, Ballle BEIMUECTBO, — oOparwics k ummneparopy OcrepMmas,
— TNPUKAXKETE MHE OTBET KHA3I0 MEHIIMKOBY COCTaBUTh WIIA CAMU
HaIucaTh U3BOJIUTE?

— 4 Huyero orBeyaTh HE XO4y HAa O3TO NHUCbMO, — 3aMETHII
uMIIeparop. — S Jaxe xKaljiero, 4To mpoUes €ro.

Tak v He BbIILIO MEHIIIMKOBY HUKAKOTO OTBETA.

B sToM ke 3acemaHuum pemieHa Oblla Ha IIEPBOE€ BpPEMS ydYacTh
Anexcanapa JlanwioBuua. bapon OcTepMaH COUYMHUI JOKJIAA»0 KHS3E
MEeHIIIMKOBE W O JIPYTHUX JIUIAaX, K HEMY OJIM3KUX», U PE3OJIONUS 3apaHee
ObLIa perreHa Tak:« MeHIIMKOBA JIUIIUTh BCEX YMHOB U OPACHOB M COCJIATh
B JlaJibHee UMeHHe ero OpaHueHoypry.

XIT




B Mruosenue oka mo BceMy lletepOypry pacnpocTpaHuiaach BeCTh O
najgienn MeniukoBa. C 8 ceHT0psi OBICTPO MOSBISUIUCH U TPUBOIUIUCH B
WCIOJIHEHUE PACIOPSIKEHUS, KACalOIIUECSd €ro CKOPEWIEN BBICBUIKH K
MECTy CChUIKH. OTSATh Kapayibl TBAPINHU CTOSUIM Y BCEX BXOAOB U BBIXOJOB
MEHIIMKOBCKOTO JOMa; HO HE C TOM LEJIbI0 YKE CTOSIIM OHU, KaAK BO BpeMs
npeObIBaHMS 37IECh UMIIEPaTOpA.

MeHIMKOB ynaj IyXOoM, CMUPWJICA U HE mojasan rojoca. [Iucemo k
UMIIEpaToOpy, OcTaBieecs: 0e3 0TBeTa, ObLIO MOCIEIHUM aKTOM MPOSIBICHUS
€ro CO3HATEJIbHOM BOJIA. Tenepp CTpallHO NOXYAEBIIUNA U U3MEHUBLINNCS,
COCTapUBIIMICA Ha JCCATH JIET, ONMUPAsCh HA KOCTbUIb, OpOAMII OH, Kak
TE€Hb, 110 OIYCTEBLIEMY JIOMY. MHOI0 4acoB IPOBOJAWII OH B CHAJIbHE JKEHBI,
y ee noctenu, Jappds MuxalJioBHA JiexKajla HEIBM)KMMA; HE BBIHECA OHA
BCEr0, YTO CIYYWIOCh B IMOCJIEAHUE [HH, W, BEPHYBIIUCH JTOMOW OT
Octepmana, He MomIa Jaxe O00paThCsi JO CBOEH KOMHATHI: >KECTOKHIA
MPUIIAJIOK Mapajinya OTHsUI y Hee HOoru. OHa TOXKE Ka3anach TENepb, B
CBOEH TOCTENM, COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOMHOK: HE IUJIaKajla, HE CTOHAJIA, HE
KAJIOBAJIACh — TOJBKO MOJIMJacCh. [Tociae ToArux et CynpyKeCcKou, JajieKo
HE CYaCTIMBOM JKM3HM, HECYaCTbe CHOBa cOmu3uino Jlanwiwsiua u
Hapsroniky. OHa — HeIBUXKUMasl, pa30uTasi, © OH — €JI€ IIEBEIUBIIHIACS,
pa3OUTHIN HE MEHBIIIE €€, IOHSUIA JPYT APYra, MOHSJIU, YTO TOJIBKO JIPYT B
Ipyre ¢ 3TOU NOPbl OHU MOTYT UMETh ITOAAEPKKY; TOIBKO OHUA OJHU BIBOEM
¥ OBUTM Ha BCEM CBETE: BCE OT HUX OTINATHYJIOCH, JaK€ JETH HE MOIIH
CKpBIBaTh CBOETO IIPOTUB HUX pasfapakeHus. M crapuku NOHSIIM, YTO JAETU
MOYXKAJIYH, Y MPaBBbI.

A B nome, MEXAY TEM, TO U JEJO MOSBISUIUCH JTOJKHOCTHBIE JIUIIA,
OTOUpaBIIINE MEHILINKOBCKUE BELIH, pacnopsbKaBIIMeCs €ro
co0cTBeHHOCThIO. [Ipexie Bcero oroOpaiu y HEro U MOBE3JU BO JIBOPEI]
AHJIPEEBCKYIO0 U AJEKCaHAPOBCKYIO KaBAJIEPUU, [IOTOM CTAIU JEJIaTh OIUCH
BCEMY €T0 COCTOSIHHIO, a COCTOSHHE ObLIO Ooibiioe. Y HEro 0OKa3alioch
IEBAHOCTO OJHA ThICAYa YLl KPECTbSIH U CEMb MUJUIMOHOB TOTHAIIHUX
pyOuieil feHbramMu U OAHKOBBIMU OMJIETAMH; HO M 3TUM, KaK TOBOPUJIIH, €I
HE MCUYEPIBIBAIOCH BCE COCTOSHUE CBETJIEUIIIETO: T1OJIArajiv, YTO MHOTOE OH
yCIIEJ BOBPEMS CIIPATATh B HAJIEKHOE MECTO.

HesbiHOCHMMOE BieyaTieHUE MPOU3BOAUII TENEPH 3TOT OTPOMHBIN JOM;
KAa3aJIOCh, YTO B HEM MPOUCXOIUT JEIICK HACIEICTBA MOCHE MOKoHuKa. Ho
ATOT MOKOMHUK e111e ObLT )KUB: OH OBbLI 371€Ch U MPUCYTCTBOBAJ MIPHU JEIECKE
cBoero Hacnenctsa. OH ObUT JKMB U €II€ TaK HEJABHO IMOAMHUCHIBAICS C



TaKUM TUTYJIOM:«MbI, Anekcanap MEHIIMKOB, pUMCKaro U pOCCUMCKAro
rocyIapcTB KHs3b repuor Mxopckuii, HacieIHbIi rocnogud Apanudypxa u
WHBIX, €70 [[aAPCKAaro BEJIMYECTBA BCE POCCUNCKATO MEPBbIN IEVCTBUTEIbHOM
TaiHOW COBETHHUK, KOMaHIYIOITUH TeHepali—QeabamapIiinai BOUCK, TeHepai—
ryoeprarop ryoepHun CaHKT-TTUTEPOYPXCKOM M MHOTHX MPOBHHIIEH €ro
MMIIepaTopckaro Bennvecta kapasiep Csararo Anapes u Ciona u benoro
u Yepnaro OpJoB, v OIp. U 1p. U IP.»

Teneps repror Mxkopckuit ObLT IPOCTHIM pacciiabiIeHHBIM CTapUKOM;
BCSl €T0 KU3Hb J0 MOCJIEAHET0 BPEMEHU MPEACTABIAIACH €My KaK KaKoe-TO
JAJICKO€ CHOBHUJICHUE, €My Ka3ajoCh, YTO BOT TOJIbKO TE€NEPh U €CTh
HACTOAIIAs )KU3Hb, YTO OH MPOCHYJICS.

[To3gHO BeEyepoM, BEpPHYBUIMCh W3 CHAJIbHHU JKEHBI, AJEKCaHIp
JlaHunoBuY 3amepcs B CBOCM KOMHATE U CO CTOHOM OITYCTHJICSI Ha KOJIEHU
nepea OrpOMHBIM KHOTOM: OH BAPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJI B ce0€ CHIIBI IS
MonuTBBl. HUKOTIa, B caMble TSKKHE MUHYTHI CBOEU KWU3HH, HE Mpuderat
OH K 3TOMY CPEICTBY, U BOT TENEPb, KOIJIa HUYETO YKE HE OCTABAIOCH, OH
BCOMHWI 0 bore. MuHyTHI 1K 32 MUHYTaMU: 4ac MpOIIe — JIPYrou, a
KHSI3b BCE CTOMT Ha KOJICHSIX, BCE MOJUTCS: CJe3bl OETYyT M3 Ila3 €ro
HEYJEPKUMO — THXHE, HUKOT/Ia HE M3BEJaHHbIC UM CJI€3bl; KPYIHBIEC KaIlJIu
MOTa CTPYATCS MO BBICOKOMY OJIETHOMY JIOY €ro, ¥ C 3TUMH CJI€3aMU BCE
TUIIIE CTAHOBHUTCS B M3My4eHHOW aymie ero. Eime Buepa oH ObIT — yiKac,
oT4yasHUe, 3J100a M HETroJOBaHWE, CIIe CCErojHs B OCCCHIIBHOM 3J100e
MPOKJIMHAJI OH BpParoB CBOMX, @ BOT TENEPh €My KaXKETCS, YTO HUKAKUX
BparoB HET, YTO HUKAKOT'O HECUYACTHUS HE CIYYHJIOCh C HUM U YTO, HAIPOTHUB
TOrO, MpUILIO criaceHne. OH BCIOMUHAET BCIO KM3Hb CBOKO, BCLIOMUHAET
BCE HHUKOMY HEW3BECTHOE, NTa)KE€ KEHE HEHU3BECTHOE, JakK€ UM CaMHUM
103a0bITOE, U 3TO HEU3BECTHOE W M03a0BITOE BCTAET TEMEpPh MEPE] HUM.
OHO cTpaIHo, y>KaCHO — B HEM Irpex U npecryruieHue! Y Momurcs KHA3b
Anekcannp /lanunoBud, u ObeT ceOsl B TPydb, HETUIIEMEPHO PACKaUBasICh
BO BCEX TEMHBIX JI€JIaX CBOETO BEJIMYMS, U YYJIUTCS €MY, UTO TyT ceildac, 3a
€ro CIUHOMW, CTOUT OTPOMHBIN, CTPAIIHBIN ITPU3PAK BEIUKOIO UMIIEPATOPA,
0OMaHyTOTO JIpyra.

«Pab HebOmaromapHbIi, — IIEMYeT 3TOT Npu3pak. — He s 1u BeIBEN
TeOsl U3 HUYTOXKECTBA, HE s JIM BO3BEJI Te€Os Maye 3aciIyr TBOMX Ha BEpX
3€MHOT'0 BEJINYUMUS; HE 5 JIU, B CJIA0OCTU MOETO Cep/lia, IPUKPHIBAII BCE TBOU
0e33aKoHus, Tpolal Tede MHOTOKPAaTHO, TOTAa KaK JOJDKEH ObLIT KapaTh
paau boxxeckon M 4esoBeYeCKOM crpaBeauBocTu?! Uem ke 3artatuil Thl



MHE 3a 3T0? bblia 51u HenuiemMepHa Jt000Bb TBOS, MOMBIIUIS JIK ThI
HEMpPEeCTaHHO O Ojare rocyaapcTsa, BBEPEHHOrO B TBOM pyku? Hert, ThbI
3a0bIBaJI O HEM, ThI TOJIbKO O ceOe yman! M BOT Thl MPOHUK B caMble HEJpa
MOETO CEMENCTBA, Thl MOCESI 3JI0 B JIOMY MOEM U €Ille ce0s K€ CUUTACIIb
ockopOnenHbIM! CMHUpHCh, pabd JHUIIEMEPHBIA, CMUPUCh U MOiH locmona,
YTOOBl OH MPOCTUJI TPEXU TBOU; JOJITUM PACKASTHHUEM, TSKEIBIMU THAMHU
3amniajb BUHBI CBOU! K. ..

N momutcsi, Bce MONMUTCS KH3b AJekcaHnap JlaHWIOBWUY, W THIE
CTAaHOBUTCS LIETOT OIPOMHOTO IMpu3paka. BoT ymen 3ToT npuspak — HET
HUKOTO, TOJBKO bBOr OOWH CIBIIAT pacKanBaOUIErOCAd TPEUIHUKA, U
HEBEOMAas THUIIMHA U JYIIEBHOE CIIOKOWCTBHUE HE CXOAST B MSITEKHYIO €ro
h10%11)%

Hey3naBaembiM, 0OHOBJIEHHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM BCTasl MEHIIIMKOB CO CBOEH
JOJTOM MOJMUTBBI: HE ObLIO 371001 M HE ObUIO TETeph B HeM oTyasiHuA.«Bce
K Jy4iieMmy: bor BcriomMHui1 000 MHE, — Jymall OH, — HY>KHO MOJIUTBCA,
HYXHO 3aMaJINBaTh rpexu cBou!..«l moiien KHs3b K )K€HE, Ha KOJICHSIX CTall
MPOCUTH MPOUICHUS, TPOCKUII MPOILICHUS y JAETE CBOMX M BBIIIET OT HUX
COBCEM YCIOKOCHHBIA. K HEMy NpUIIIIA U COIPOCHUIIM €0, HE MOKEIIAET JIU
OH BBINPOCUTH ceOe YTO-HUOYAb y Trocynaps, MOTOMY YTO Ha 3aBTpa
HA3HAYEH €T0 BHIC3].

— Hwuyero mHe He Hago, — otTBeTW] Anekcanap [lanunoBuu, —
CIIPOCHTE JKE€HY, CIIPOCHUTE JCTEH, OBITh MOXKET, OHU YTO-HUOYb CKAXKYT, a 5
y €ro HMMIIEpPAaTOPCKOrO0 BEIWYECTBA MPOILY OJHOW TOJIBKO MHIIOCTH, C
BEJIMKOI0 TOKOPHOCTBIO MPOILY 5 €€: MyCcKall MOBENETh W3BOJIUT, YTOOBI
JOXTYp MOW W JIEKaph MIBEACKOW MOpPOABI, IOJOHEHHBIH W TIPU MHE
YKUBYIIUHN C IBAJIIIATH JIET, CO MHOIO OBLI OTIYIIICH.

[ocynapb UCOTHUI Ty NMPOCchOy MEHIIMKOBA U OJJHOBPEMEHHO C TEM
MoBeJieN, 4YTOObI BIIPEh OOpPYYEHHON HEBECTOM B IIEpKBAaX HE MOMUHAIU U
YTOOBl HEMENJIEHHO B3sIM y MeHmukoBa O0o0bioil  sSXOHT.« Toabpko
MocKopee Obl BCE OHU yeXallh OTCro/ia!» — OOBsIBIII UMIIEPATOP.

B ToT ke JeHb, B YEThIpe 4Yaca MOMOJYJHHU, Ha3HAUYCH OBLI OTHE3[
MenmukoBsix. Kusirunst Jlapps MuxaiijoBHa HEOCHOBATENbHO 0OsaCh
Ka3Hu Myxka. [lokyna rocynapp oTHECCS K HEMY BEChbMa MHJIOCTHUBO; OH HE
XOTEeJ €My 3j1a, OH XOTeJ TOJbKO OT HEro M30aBUTHCS, XOTEJI 3HATh, 4YTO
OBIBIIMN JIIOTBIM Bpar Jajeko, YTO HEYero OOAThCS CTOJKHOBEHUH C
HCHABUCTHBIM YEJIOBEKOM W UyTh JIK HE OOJblIe €I1€ HEHaBUCTHOMU
HEBECTOM.



K wuyerblpem wacam BOKpyr 1oma MeHIINKOBA, O HaOepexHOM
BacuiibeBckoro octpoBa, coOpaiauch TOJIBI PA3HOIO JIOAA CO BCEX CTOPOH
[TerepOypra. /laBka OblIa cTpalliHasi: BCEM XOTEJIOCh B3MISIHYTh HA MaBIIETO
BEJIBMOXKY Y HA €ro IOMOYaJlIEeB, HA HAPCKYIO HEBECTY. BOT ofHa 3a npyrou
CTalli TMOABE3KATh K OOJIBIIOMY KpBUIbIY KApEThbl IMIECTEPHSMH; BOT
HACTeXb PacTBOPWIKCH NBepu. KTo ObuT Ommske, TOT yBUIEH BBICOKYIO,
coroeHHyo (purypy BUEpaIllHETO BIIACTEIMHA; 32 HUM BEJIM MO/l PYKHU MOYTH
HeaBIKUMYI0 Jlappto MuxainoBHy. CBeTIEHIIMN KHA3b CEN C JKEHOK U
CBOSTYEHHIIECI0, BapBapoli ApCeHbEBOM, pa3ieiBIIYIO UX y4acTh, B IIEPBOM
kapere. OH HU Ha KOTO HE B3MJISIHYJI, XOTSI COTHH IJ1a3 OBbLIM YCTPEMIICHBI Ha
JULO €ro; BCE IMOPA3WIUCh HEOOBIYAaHHON NEepeMeHe, MPOUCIIEAIIECH B
MenmukoBe. OH UMen BUA APSIXJIOr0, U3HYPEHHOTO O0JE3HBIO CTAPUKA, HO
B TO K€ BpeMs JIMIO €ro ObUIO COBEPILIEHHO CIOKOHHO: Ha HEM He
OTPaXkaJOCh HU CMYIICHUS, HU OTYASHUS.

Kusaruas [lapps MuxainoBHa TOXKE HHA Ha KOrO HE B3NISIHYJIA M
€XKECEKYHIHO KPECTUIIACH.

Mx xapera oTbpexana Ha HECKOJBKO IIaroB U OCTAaHOBMJIACH; 32 HEIO K
KpBUIBLY MOAbeXayna Apyras. B 3Ty kapeTy NMOMECTHIICS MOJIOAOW KHS3b
MenmmkoB. OH IPUKPBLUT IUIAIOM BCE CBOE JIMIO, TAK YTO HUKTO €r0 HE
BUJEN; C HAUM BMECTE yCelach crapas, KpouledHas kapiaumna. Orbexana u
3Ta BTOpas KapeTa. beicTpoe IBMKEHHE TPONLIO B TOJIIE HAPOAA, BCE PA30M
YCTPEMWINCh B30paMu K JBEpPSM, W3 KOTOPBIX cedyac JOoJDKHA Oblia
NOSIBUTHCS ObIBIIAs 1apckas HeBecTa. BOT u eif momaHa kapera, BOT UM OHA
NoKa3zajach — HO HHUKTO HE yBHUJEN JIMIA €e; OHAa TaK ke, Kak u Opar, ero
3aKkppula. Mnaamas cecTtpa ee, KHsDKHAa AJIEKCaHIpa, WeAmas 3a HEo,
rOpbKO TUIAKaia, HEYIEPKUMO BCXJIMIBIBas, Kak peOeHok. OHa He aymana
3aKpBIBATBCSI OT MOCTOPOHHUX B30pPOB, OHA 3a0bLIa, YTO TOJIMIBI HApPOJA
cMoTpsAT Ha Hee. OTbhexana W TpeThsi Kapera. B uerBepryro cen Opar
kasirua Jlappu MuxaitnoBHbl, ApCEHbEB, U IPyTre MPUOTKEHHBIC JTIOIH.
Bce, naumHas ¢ cBemeiiiero KHs3s, ObuIM oAeThl B yepHoe. [locne
YeTBEPTOM KapeThl CTAM MPUOIMKATHCS SKUIIAKHU, HAMIOTHEHHBIE CITyTaMU
Y BEIIaMH.

[loe3n ObUT OrpOMHBIN, €ro CONMPOBOXKJAN T'BapACUCKUN KalHUTaH C
OTPSIIOM B CTO JABajuarb 4enoBeK. llo 3HaKy »TOro kammraHa, IO€3[
HAaKOHEL| TPOHYJICS BIOJIb HAOEPEKHOH, W HAPOA THXO IIOIIEN 33 HHM,
[IEPETrOBAPUBAACH, IIEpeaaBast ApPyr APYyry CBoM 3amedyanus. Haganu xonuth
BCEBO3MOXKHBIEC CIIYXH. BOT B OHOW KydKE€ TOJKYIOT O TOM, YTO TEIEPb



OTKPBUINCH BCE NPECTYIUIEHUS U 3JI0ACSHUA MEHIIMKOBA; YTO OH XOTEN
COBCEM OTCTPaHUTh TOCydaps M CaMOMy KOPOHOBAaTBbCS Ha MPECTOI
pycckui. loBopwin, 4YTO HAWAEHO NUCbMO MEHIIMKOBA KO JBOPY
IIPYCCKOMY, B KOTOPOM OH IPOCHUT JaTh €My B3alMbl IECSATh MHWJIJIMOHOB,
oOemiasicb BO3BpPaTUTh BJIBOE, KaK TOJIKO CHellaeTcs umieparopoM. B
IPYrol KydKe 3a caMO€ BEpHOE IEpPEAaroT, 4TO C HENABHEIO BPEMEHU
HAYaJioCh yAalleHHe TBapJeckux opuUIepoB JIJIsl TOrO, YTOOBI 3aMEHUTh UX
JXOAbMH, MPEIAHHBIMU MEHIMKOBY; TOJKYIOT O 3aBelaHuu Exarepunsr 1.
Ho o 3aBemanum roBopsT yKe€ HE B TOJINE Hapoia, a B KpPYyXKKax Ooiee
ONMM3KUX KO JBOPY. YBEPSAIOT TYT K€, 4YTO Tepuor [ONmITHUHCKUN u
MeHIMKOB 3acTaBWIIM LieCapeBHY Enm3aBeTy moammcarb 3TO 3aBELIAHHE
BMECTO MaTepH, KOTOpasi HUYEro o HeM He 3Haia.«Ternepp HecI0O0poOBaTh U
TOJIITUHCKOMY JBOPY: BOH YK MUHHCTD TOJIITHHCKUM KaKUM MpPadyHbIM
xomut! Hy, a uyro x MenmukoBel? HeykTo Tak WX M OCTaBAT B
Opanuenbayme Ha cBoOome? Pa3zBe »TO Kapa 3a CTONb BEJIUKHE
3noaesHus 7« NAJTbHO30PKHUE JIYOIU OTBEYAIIH Ha TaKue
Bornpochl:«Koneuno, He ocraBar. Camoro JlaHunelua BMECTE €O
cBOsTUeHUIIEH ApceHbeBoil, Bapsapoii, couumtor B CuOupb, MoToMy 3TO
Bapgapa Toxxe MHOTO Myapuiia, Hy, a )K€HY C I€TbMHU OCTaBsIT Ha CBOOOIE».
B KoHIle KOHIIOB BCE Tak MoOJlarajid, 4YTO, OBITh MOXKET, U HUKOTO YX He
OyayT ccbutatb B Cubupb, HaBepHO, U Anekcanap Jlanuneiu u Jlapes
MuxannoBHa MPOKUBYT HEJOJITO: JIMIA HA HUX HET, €€ ILIECBEIATCS, HE
KWUIbLBI OHU Ha cBeTe! W BCAKMIA, KTO yCIIeN B3IVISIHYTh HA CBETJICUIIETO U
Ha O€IHYI0 KHSATHUHIO B IOCJIEJHUE JHU, HE MOT HE CONIACUTHCS C
BEPHOCTBIO 3TOTO MPEAITOIOKEHNUS.

X1

[Tpouuto Heckonbko nHEU. [lycTou, 3anepThid U 3aKOJIOYEHHBIA CTOUT
MEHIIIMKOBCKUI JIOM, OyATO JIOJTHE TOAbl HUKTO HE >KUBET B HEeM. THXO
BOKPYT HErO, TOJIbKO BETEpP OCEHHUU TYJAET MO MHUPOKOMY JIBOPY, MUHUTCA
1o caJy U OOPBIBAET Ha JIETY JKEJITCIOIIME JINCThS, U C )KATOOHBIM IIETIOTOM
KPYTATCA OHM M TAaIarT Ha 3ewmuto. M nmanpimie MUMTCS BETEp, XOYET
3a0paTbCsi B OMYCTEBIINE TOKOW; OhETCS B OKHa, W Jpede3kar OT ero
Haropa CTeKJa, HO Ty/a, BOBHYTPb, EMy HE IIPOPBAThLCS, U C KaJI000H JIETUT



OH OOpaTHO, W OISTh KPYTUT JUCTbSI, OMSITh KJIOHUT K 3€MJI€ JIPEBECHBIE
BeTKU. BoT noOpasnca oH A0 canoBoil Oecenkn — 53X, ABEPH-TO 3alepeTh
3a0bUIM — PBaHYJ OH €€ YTO €CTh CUJIbl M paclaxHyJlaCh OHa — COCKOYMJIa
c merenp U ynana. BopBaiics Berep B OecenKy — BCe B HEM THUXO; CTOAT
napueBble CKaMEWKH, CTOAT BBIYYPHBIE CTOJUKH — 3TO OblIa JroOMMas
Oecenka KHSDKEH. 3/I€Ch €Ille HEIaBHO yCIHblana KHsSKHA AJileKcaHapa
MPU3HAHKE CBOETO JKEHMXA; 37€Ch JIOMPEX TOro M KHsDKHA Mapus He pas
cilyliajga cliaJikue, JIbCTUBbIE peun. [71e Temepb Bce 3THU JIOOE3HUKH, BCE
ATH B3JbIXaTeH, TAC Tenepb OeaHbIe NeBYIIKU? B nanekoe u3rHanue emnyT
OHH, ¥ TIOTHAJICSI UM BJIOTOHKY BETEp, U HarHaj uX Ha OOJIbIIION JOpore.
Bce Tak ke MeyIeHHO, ¢ MeYalbHOM TOP>KECTBEHHOCThIO MTOIBUTAETCSI
OTPOMHBIN KHSKECKHM moe3. EMy HaBcTpedy BBIXOMST JIFOIU OKPECTHBIE U,
pa3svHYB PTHI, CMOTPST Ha 3TO HEBUIAHHOE 3penuie. Harmyxo 3akpbIThI
OKHa TEpPBOM KapeThl, CIYIICHbl H3HYTPH MICIKOBBIE IITOPHI; TYIIHO B
KapeTe, HO HU KHS3b, HU KHSATHHS HE 3aMedaroT 1yxoTbl. OHU 00a ymuu B
CBOI BHYTPEHHHUM MHUP U TOJBKO H3pEAKa IEepPEroBapuBaIOTCSA JPYr C
APYTOM: MX PE€YM TUXU U CHOKOWHBI. TOJNIBKO, BUAMMO, C KaXIbIM JTHEM
cinabeeT KHATUHSA, BpsA JIM noeneT. Jla m KHsA3b COBCEM IUIOX — CKOPO,
CKOpO cOyayTCsl Ipe/icKa3zaHus MeTepOypKUEB. 3arisiHY/I BETEP BO BTOPYIO
KapeTy — HEUHTEPECHO: CIUT KPEMKHUM CHOM MOJI010M MEHIIMKOB, 1a 4TO
K €My TeTepb U JieaTh, Kak He crnarh? HasiBy neyanbHbIe MBICTH TTPUXOJIAT,
a BO CHE Bce 3abbIBaeTcs. PSoM ¢ HUM HE CIUT, a 30pKO CMOTPHUT TIO
cTopoHam Oe3o0pa3Hasi Kapiuia. 3abpajach OHa Ha IIMPOKOE CHUIEHBE
KapeThl C HOTaMU U CUAUT, KaK KOM Kakoi, rop0 crepeau, ropd c3aau, mieu
COBCEM HET, roJIoBa MEXKy ropOaMu, Kak IIMIIKA Kakas. 3710 MOCMaTpUBAET
Kapiuila U BC€ BOPUMUT 4YTO-TO cebe moa Hoc. Bieren Berep mpsimo B
OTKPBITOE€ OKOIIKO KapeThl M C pa3Maxy yaapuwi B JMIo Oe300pa3Hoi
KapJuile, CayJd y Hee IUIaTOK C TOJIOBBI, pacTpenall Ceble BOJIOCHI, TaK U
3a0upaeTcs B I71a3a, B HOC, B YIIM, TAK U CBUCTUT MPOKIIATHIA.«IX, 4TOO

TeOs!» — KpUKHYJIa OHAa M 3aXJIOMHYJAa OKOIIKO KapeTbl — €JIBa yCIel
BBUIECTETH BETED.
N 3akpyXuWics OH KPYroM TPETbEM KapeTbl — CHUIOSIT B HEU JBE

KHSDKHBI. Mapbsi AJIeKCaHJIpOBHA YK HE CKPBIBAET JIMIla CBOETO — HUKTO
Ternepb ee He BUIAWT. biienHas onHa, OeqHas, Tak cTajia, YTO CTPAIIHO
B3IVISIHYTh Ha HEe, IIEKU BBAJIUIUCH, I'yObl MOOJEAHENH, KPYTOM IJla3 —
cuHeBa. MHOrO cje3 BBIIJIAKaHbl KHSDKHOIO, M3MYYEHO JIaBHO YK€ €€
cepilie, 1 HE Teleph 3TO HAyajloch, HE B MoOcCjeaHee Bpems. Bces KU3HB



KaK-TO He ynajach Mapbe AJIeKCaHIpPOBHE: BBIPOCIA OHA JIMYKOM,
HET0OMMOIO JTIOUYEPbhIO; HE HAa PaJIOCTh MPUIILIO €M U HEXKJIAHHOE BEIUYHE.
Ona HuKoTa HEe 3a0Iy»K/1ajach U BCE OUEHb SICHO BUJEna. B To Bpems e,
KaK OTIl[a BCE CUMTAIM HEJBW)XUMBIM, HEPYLUIMMBIM»CTAaTyeM», a B HEH
BHJICNIM OYIylUIyl0 TOCYJapbhlHIO, OHa CaMa HHUKOIJIa HE BEpWIa CBOEH
CBETION J10J1€. Pa3 TONBKO B KM3HU U NTOKA3AJIOCH €1, YTO OHA CHACTIIMBA —
3TO OBLIO emie npu umneparpuile Ekarepune — mnono6mia oHa MOJIOAOTO
MOJIbCKOTO BbIxXoAMa, Carery, 1 OH €l CTpOUJI CBOM KOMIUIUMEHTHI — U
OBLJIO MOYTH PEIIeHO OTHOCUTENIhHO ee Opaka ¢ Cameroii. Ho BOT B oauH
JIEHb BCE TIepeyMaHo: UMIIepaTpuliia Belaia 3a Canery CBOO IJIEMSIHHUILY,
CkaBpOHCKYI0, a MEHIIMKOB MpeIHAa3HAYWI JI0Yb B IIAPCKUE HEBECTHI.
Pemmmn Amnexcanap JlaHWIOBMY BCE€ 3TO M JaXK€ 3a HYKHOE HE CUell
MOTOBOPUTH C JIOYEPHIO; BIPOUYEM, OHA HE MPOTUBUIIACH, OHA TOJBKO BCE
yxonuia K cebe, 1a makajga B oquHovYecTBe. Houn He cmana u Bce OT Bcex
CKpbIBasia Mapbs AJieKCaHJIpOBHA, U HUKTO HE 3HAJ, CKOJBKO Ha AyIIE Y
Hee Topsi, 1a HUKTO 00 3TOM M HE CIPABISJICS: C JIETCTBA HUKTO HE JHOOHUII
ee, C JICTCTBa OHa HUKOMY HE HPaBUJIaCh.

Havyanace HOBasg KHW3HB: Tepel] KHDKHOM €XKEMHUHYTHO CTaJH
MOSIBIIAITHCSL HOBBIE JIMIIA, HA KOTOPBIX OHA MPEXJe HEe oOpalana BHUMAaHUS
U I KOTOPBIX HE CYyIIECTBOBaja cama — TENepb 3T HOBBIE JIMIIA
VHWKEHHO €M KIAHSJIUCh, 3aWCKUBAJIM, JIOBWIM KaXKJIO€ €€ CJIOBO
MPEACTABISUINCh CAMBIMU MPEJAHHBIMU Jpy3bsiMu. Ho HU OHOMY U3 HUX
He Bepwia Mapps AlekcaHapoBHA: XOPOIIO OHA 3HAJA, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAYUT,
¥ XOpOIIIO MOHUMAJIA, YTO MPUJET JIEHb — M Pa30M BCE MpeAaHHbIe APY3bs
ATH ONATH OT HEE OTBEPHYTCS. Tak OHO W BBIILIO XOPOIIO €Ile, YTO Ha
CBO0OJIE €€ OCTaBUJIM, UTO TaK CKOPO BCE Pa3bIIpalioch, a TO Obl MPUIILIOCH
MPOXKUTH JIOJTHE TO/bl C MBICTBIO O BEPHOM, MEIJICHHO MPUOIHKAIOIICICS
rudenu... O, 3to ObLI0 ObI Takoe MyueHbe! Tenepb, KOHEUHO, gyuiie... [a
4TO W AyMaTh — KHSDKHA HUKOTO M HUYETO HE JKajena, kajejia OHa OJHOTO
TOJIbKO YEJIOBEKAa, KOTOPHIM elle HEeJaBHO ObUT Tak ONM30K C HEK, O
KOTOPOM OHa MedYTaja Kak O OyIyIlIeM MYyXe — YeJIOBEK 3TOT ObLT BCE TOT
xe Carera. B mocnennee Bpemsi TOJIBKO OJ{HA U ObLIa PaloCTh Y KHSHKHBI —
MEJIbKOM YBHUJATh €r0, YCJBIIIATh €ro TOJIOC U MOTOM JOJTO KUTh 3TOU
MUHYTOU. BOT Teneps HUKOT/IA YK €r0 HEe YBUAUT, HE OyJEeT 3HaTh, IJIe OH U
YTO C HUM, Ja U HUKOTO HE YBUJUT... MOXET, TaK U Jy4IlI€... CKOPO, CKOPO
BCE 3TO KOHYUTCH. ..



«Ckopo, ckopo! — menuer el Ha yxo Berep. — Cama 3Haelb, 4To
CKOPO...«HM IeTUT OH NpPOYb OT KHSKHBI, OH 3HAET, YTO U TOJa HE MPOMJET,
KAaK CTaHET OH HOCUTBCS HaJl €€ MOTWION B CTPAHE NAIEKOU U XOJIOJHOU —
B Cubupu. Temepr mojyieraeT OH K JAPYyrodl KHSDKHE, K AJIEKCaHIpe
AnleKcaHIpOBHE; OHA TOXe, OenHas, BCE IUIaYeT, OMyXJIM W TOKpacCHEIH
IPEKpPacCHbIC IJIa3a €€... HO B HEW €llle MHOIO XW3HU, OHA €IIE HE BCE
norepsina, XOoThb moTepsiia MHoroe. OHa eme XIOET 4Yero-to, €me He
HaMEpEHa paccTaBaThCs C )KU3HBIO. 1 BeTep cBUCTUT el B yxo:«He miays,
YCIOKOWCSI, TPOIIIIHET Te0€e COJHIIE, ONSTh Oy/Aellb €XaTh M0 3TOM J0pore,
OmsATh OJIECK W IIyM OKpyXaT TeOsl, © CHOBA YCJBIIIUIIb Thl JhCTHUBBIC
peuH... a BCE XKE HEHAJONT0, HEHAJIONro... W Thl yHIEHIb 3a HUMH, 32
BCEMHM, HE HAa paJlOCTh, HE HA CUYACThE POJMUIIUCH BbI, OecTataHHbIE!»

Jlanpiie MUuTCsl BETEp M 37I00HO PBET OH BCE, UYTO MOMAJAETCS €My
HaBCcTpeuy... K peke mOomIeTUT — B3AYKOTCS W 3alCHATCS BOJIHBI; Ha
NEPEBO HATKHETCS — CKPUIUT JEPEBO, TPEIIAT Cy4bs; TYyT IOJHUMAECT
IbUIb CTOJIOOM, 3ajie3aeT B IJla3a MEIIEXOAy, TaM BpBIBAETCA B ILIOXO
MPUTBOPEHHYIO ABEPh OCAHOTO >KWIIMINA U CTYIUT €ro, CTyIUT — M HUKAK
HE BBITHATh €ro xo3sieBam. M omsiTh, HaCKy4yuB STUMHU 3a0aBaMu, JIETUT
OCEHHUW BeTep KO B3MOpbIO, K HeBe MMpPOKOH, U OIATH BBETCS BOKPYT
MEHILIMKOBCKOIO 3aKOJIOYEHHOro JoMa U, B3AayBas Hey, mpoOupaercs Ha
apyroit Oeper, k IlerpoBckomy cTapomMy cany, OTKyla pasjieTelncCh
IIPUBO3HBIC NTULIBL. ..

[IpunBopHas KU3HB UIET CBOMM YEPENOM, OXKHBJIEHHO U IIYMHO —
BCE Pa3oM B3JIOXHYJU CBOOOJHO, BCE pajbl, yTo gajiexk MenmukoB. HoBbie
3a00ThI Y BCEX HAa yME€ M Ha cep/ilie. MEHIUKOBBIX HET, HAJ0 NIEeUTh UX
HAcCIIEACTBO — KTO ke ero mnoaenut? llepen kem mnpupercs CcHOBa
CKJIOHATBCS, KOMY yCTyIarh qopory? Xurpsld Hemen AHapen MBaHoBrd —
BOT TEIEph NEPBOE JIMIO, BCE ATO XOpOmO NMOHMMAKOT. [loHmmaer 3to,
KOHEYHO, M CaM OH, HO 3HAET, YTO TPYAHEHBKO Aepxkarbcs. Hepaspemmmeblii
BOIIPOC CTOMUT Tiepen AHapeem IBaHOBHYEM: BEAb, OH BOCIIHUTATEIb
MMIIEpaTopa, 3HAUYUT, HY’KHO XOPOILIO BOCIIUTATh €r0, HY’KHO BBIYYHTbH, a
IIeTp coBCEM YUHUTBCS HE XOUET, XOUET KUTh B CBOE yIOBOJIbCTBUE. Kak TyT
OBbITh, YTOOBI M COBECTh YCIIOKOUTBH, Ja U BpeJa HEMONPaBUMOTO HE
caenarb?.. IIpu MenmukoBe paxke syumie Obuto. Torma OctepmaH ObuI
N0OpbIN, CHUCXOJIUTEIIbHBIM YEJIOBEK, OCOOCHHO PSJIOM C CBETJICUIIIUM, OH
HE Hajeran, kak ToT... Hy, a Temeps HeTr 3TOro cpaBHeHus. Bcskoe
3aMeuanue HenpusaTHO llerpy. BOT OH Bce HOYM HampodET TYNISEeT C



MOJIOBIM Kameprepom, KHsa3eM MBanom Jlonaropykum, J0:KUTCS B 7 4acoB
yTpa. 3aukHercs Anapeid MIBaHoBHY 0 HEOOXOAMMOCTH yuuThcsa — lleTp
CTaHET CyMpaueH; pa3apaxkaTb €ro He roautcs. M3BepThiBaeTcss AHApEH
HNBaHOBMY M yCIIOKaWBAET CE0sl CBOUMHU HEYTOMUMBIMU TPYAaMHU Ha MOJIb3Y
rocyaapcTna.

Hy, a ngpyrue? Kro »xe 3tu npyrue? — KoHeuHo, KHs3bs [lonropykue,
MX HE CMYLIAeT COBECTh, OHU 3HAKOT CBOE JEI0 U JEJ0 MX 3aKJIF0YaeTCs
TOJIbKO B TOM, 4YTOOBI yroXJaTh IOHOMY HMIIEPATOpy, YTOO OBITH eMy
npuATHbIM. OHU XOPOIIIO 3HAIOT, YTO TOJBKO ATUM CIIOCOOOM U MOXHO UM
yIepKaThCs, a HE TO — OeJia: IBATCSI Bparu U CIUXHYT UX TakK ke, Kak caMu
OHU CNUXHYJIU MeHlmnkoBa. BOT yx SBUIIMCH Bparu: npuexajl 3HaMEHUTBIN
kHs13b [onmunibia. OnsaTh coOpasics poJCTBEHHBIN coBeT y Jlonropykux: Kak
ObITh ¢ TomunbiabiM? Bacunuit JIykud oObsBUA, 9TO OOSITHCS OCOOCHHO
Hedero: KHs3b [onuiibia B (haBope He Oy/eT, He TAaKOB OH YEJIOBEK, OH HU 3a
YTO HE MOXET OTKa3aTbCi OT CBOEW CaMOCTOSITEIIbHOCTH, HE MOMKET
CMOTpPETH B IJ1a3a, IOCTOSIHHO YTOJHUYAaTh, /1a U XapaKTep Y HErO TAKEIbIN:
caM ceOe MOBPEAUT Cpasy.

Kuszo MBany JlonropykoMy Ha 3TOM pPOACTBEHHOM COBETE OBLIO
MOPYYEHO TMOCKOpPEH COOOMIUTh HMMEparopy O ToM, 4to [onuibiH B
MOCJIeTHEE BpeMs CBEII JIpY>KO0y ¢ MEHIIMKOBBIM U C HUM MEPENUCHIBAJICS.
Koneuno, VBan akkypaTHO HCIOJHHJI 3TO TMOPYYEHUE M JIETKO J00UIICA
TOrO, 4TO Jaxke llerp HEMHOro MOMOpPIIMIICS, KOIZla €My JOJOKHWIM, YTO
KHA3b Muxaisno ['0JIMUbIH SBUJICS U KIET ayAUCHIIUM.

[Tetp xopoiiio 3Ha 000 Bcex 3aciayrax Muxaitnsl [onuiibiHa U, CKPBIB
CBO€ HEYIOBOJIBCTBUE, BBIIIET K HEMY U BCTPETHUJI €r0 O4YE€Hb JIackoBO. Ho
Bacwmii [Jonropykuii OpUT mipaB, TOBOpsI, YTO KHA3b Muxaiiyio cam cebe
MOBpEeIUT CBOMM XapakrepoM. [locime mepBbix ciioB [onuIpiH ceryac xe
HayaJ:

— MHoro mnepemeH 3actan s 34€Ch, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, BOT U
CBETJICHIIEro KHA35 MEeHIINKOBa HET!..

[letp HaxmMypu OpoBH.

— A 4TO X, KHS3b, pa3Be T€OE XOTEIOCh, UTOO OH OBLI 371eCh?

— 1 sToro He ckazail, — orBeTHI I onuLbIH. MEHTUKOB MHE HE APYT U
HE CBOH, a TOJIbKO, IO UCTHUHE, BaIll€ BEJIUYECTBO, HE MOT S HE CMYTHUThCH,
Y3HaB, 4YTO TAKOM 3aCIy>KEHHBIM T'OCYIAPCTBEHHBIN YEJIOBEK, IMOMOIIHUK
[lerpa Benukoro, yaaneH Tak CKOpo, cociiaH 0e3 cyaa... Konb ectb ero



BUHA BEJWKas, TaK BCE€ Ha cylae Obl OTKpPHUIOCh, a 0€3 cyla CcChlIaTh
YeJI0BEKa HE JIAJIHOE JIETIO.

IOHBIII MMIIEpaTop HUYEro HE OTBETWI M OYE€Hb CyXO IMPOCTHICS C
[ onmnubIHBIM.

Jlonropykue Top;kecTBOoBaIM. Ternepb UM HEKOTO ObLIO OOSITHCS, pa3Be
yto OcTtepmana, Ho OcTepMaH — OAWH, €0 MOXKHO CJeaTh OC3BPEIHBIM, a
YHUYTOXKUTh, YIAJIUTh — HE TOJUTCS: Ha KOM K€ JieJla TOrJa OCTaHyTCs?
Kuszpst [onropykue mgr00AT MOXWUTH B CBOE YAOBOJLCTBHE, OT Jejia HE
OeraroT, J1a U Jiejia He JIeTal0T, €CJIU MOKHO CBAJIUTh €r0 Ha KOO JIPyroro. A
Ha KOTO € CBaJIUTh, Kak He Ha OctepmanHa, O6j1aro paboTaeT HEYCTaHHO,
HUTJIE HE ChICKaTh Takoro pabotHuka! U peimieHo A0 BpEMEHH BCSYECKHU
oepeub Octepmana.

X1V

bapon Anapen MIBaHOBUY TOJBKO YTO BEPHYJCS JOMOW U3 3aCEHaHUs
BepxoBuoro Taiitnoro CoBera. C paHHero ytpa, He mepecraBasi, paboran
OH, W TeMNephb, NEHCTBUTEIbHO, YK€ HE TMPUTBOPSSACH, YYBCTBOBAI CeOS
ycTaBmuM. Ho joMa, B €ro CKpoMHO#M ceMeiHOM 00CTaHOBKE €r0 OXKHIAJIOo
YCIOKOEHHE. 3a00TIuBas KeHa K BO3BPAILICHUIO MYy>Ka MPUTOTOBUIIA 00€],
cama 1mo3a0oTHIach O TOM, YTOOBI BCE OBLIIM BKYCHBIE U JTIOOUMBIE AHApEeeM
WNBanoBuuem sictea. CamMa oOHa HakpbpUla eMmy nOpuOop, MOCTaBUIIA
cepeOpsAHYIO CTOIKY U OyTBUIKY aHIVIMHCKOTO MUBA.

AHnjnpeit IBaHOBHMY, mepeoieBIINCh y ce0si, BOIIENI B CTOJOBYIO U C
YAOBOJIbCTBUEM 3aMETUJI 3a00TIIMBBIE TPUTOTOBIICHUS KEHBL. 31€Ch, B 3TON
MaJIeHbKOM CTOJIOBOM, OH OBLJT COBCEM HE T€M UEJIOBEKOM, KAKUM MPHUBBIKIIN
€ro BUIETh BCE €ro 3HAaBIIME. 37IeCh OH OBLI caM CO00I0, Ja)Ke JIUIIO €ro
U3MEHUJIOCh, Clajajia ¢ HEero claep:kaHHOCTh. OH He aymall yX Oojblle O
TOM, 4TO TOBOPUTH M KakK JepKaTb ceOsi, TeNneph Ia3a ero, 0OLIKHOBEHHO
OIYILIEHHBIE U PEIKO IVISAEBIIME MPSMO HAa COOECEIHUKOB, UCKPUIIUCH U
CIIOKOMHO U JIACKOBO 00palainuch K BEpHOMY JIpYTy — JKEHE.

— Ox, ycTaji, MeilH repuxeH, — cKa3all OH, — JaBail ckopel 00enaTh!

[ToBTOpATH MpHKa3aHHWEe OBLIO HEYEro: BCE OBLIO YK€ rOTOBO. Y TOIUB
cBoil ammeTuT, AHApei MBaHOBWMY MOKypuBal TPyOOUKy, MpUXJICOBIBAS
TIUBO.



HukTo, misiis Ha HEro, He Mpu3Hal Obl B HEM OJIHOTO U3 BEJIMKUX
rOCYIapCTBEHHBIX JIFOIEW TOTO BPEMEHM, TOHKOIO JIHIUIOMAaTa, MCKYCHOTO
uHTpurana. OH ObUT Temepb AOOPBIM, JXKUPHBIM HEMEIKUM Oypiiiem,
CO3IaHHBIM, Ka3aJ0Ch, JIJISI TUXOW CEMEHHOU KU3HH, VIS TPYOKU M CTOMKH
MMBa — W HUYETO TaK HE JIFOOWJI OH Ha CBETE, KaK 3TH PEAKHUE CBOOOTHBIC
4achl, TOT CTAPBIM, MOTEPTHIN TEIUIBIN NITAdPOK, CTAPYIO TPYOKY U MHUBO.

— Hy 4ro, xak Tam y Bac? — cnpocuia 6aponecca Mapda MBanoBHa,
BU/IA, YTO MYK OTAOXHYJ U TETEephb caM pajl OyaeT nmodecenoBaTh ¢ HEXO.

— Jla 4to Tam, Bce TO ke... Cmacubo, YTO HHUKTO B JieJla HE
BMEIIMBAETCS U BOJIBHO MHE JIENaTh BCE MMO—CBOEMY. BOT Ir0aM — KaX bl
rOTOB YTOIIMTh MEHS B CTAaKaHE C BOJOI0, A JIEHb y HUX BCE XK€ IYIIE
BpaXIbl U HEHABUCTH, yTOIAT, TaK Belb paboTaTh OyIeT HYXKHO, a ATOTO
OHHM HE JIOOAT. A Y KaK HEHaBUAT, KaK UITYT MPUAPATHCA K YeMy-HUOYIb
— BOH HameJHU [0JIOBKHMH MOJOIIEN KO MHE W TOBOPUT:«CTpaHHOE €0,
roBoput, AHaped VBaHbIY, YTO BOCIHTAHWE HAIIEr0 MOHapXa MOPYYEHO
BaM». A Mo4YeMy, TOBOPIO, CTPAHHOE JIEJI07«A TOTOMY, — OTBEYAET, — 4YTO
BBl YEJIOBEK HE HAIIEW BEPHI, Ja U HUKAKOU, KAXKETCS.

Mapda VBaHOBHAa HHUYEro Ha 3TO HE CKazajia W CHejiajia BUJ, 4YTO
3aHATA MEPECTaHABIMBAHMEM IMOCYAbl Ha crtoje. OHa cama HE pa3 yxe
NoJlyMbIBajia O TOM, Kakoil Bephl ee A0Opwlii Myk, AHnped MBanosuu. He
pa3 W OHA IMOAHMMAJIA C HUM PEIIMTHO3HBIE BOIPOCHI, HO BCETAA KaK-TO
O4YeHBb OBICTPO W JIOBKO OTAENBIBAIICS OH OT MOAOOHBIX Pa3rOBOPOB, M ATO
O0CTOATEIBCTBO OUEHb CMyIajgo OapoHeccy.«BumHo, Her Ha cBerte
COBEPLICHHOIO 4YEJIOBEKa, — JyMajla OHAa, — BCE XOpOIIO, a OJHOIO
4ero-HuOy/lb BCErJa HelocTaeT yenoBeky». M ona ycepano monmiachk bory
U TMpocuia ero, 4ytod OH MpocTui pady cBoeMy AHJIPEI0 BCE TPEXU €ro
BOJIbHBIE 1 HEBOJIbHBIE.

— Hy, a rocymapp uyto Temepp aemaer? — TMOCHENIWIA OHA
MIEPEMEHNUTh PA3roBOpP, KOTOPBIM MOI COMTHM HAa HENPUSATHYIO IOYBY U
pacctpouth Auapes MBanoBruua. — bwut oH cerogusa B Coere?

— He Ob151, marymika, He ObUI, Korma oH ObiBaeT! B mepBeie nBe, Tpu
Helenu rnocie MeHIMKOBa MpUe3kai, a TEIepb U I1a3 HE KaXET, HE TEM
3aHAT — BecenuTed Bee. [IpocTo He 3Haro, uyTo U Aenarsk! 3Haelb Belb, 4YTO
BUepa ObLIO — XOTesN cKa3aTh TeOe, Ja He yCHel: Belb s Buepa UMel
00JbII0€ 00BACHEHHE C TOCYyAapeM — IPaBo, CEpPALIE Y MEHSI HE Ha MecCTe,
4TO 5 3a Bocnuraresnb! BOT Buepa, ocTaBIIMCh C HUM HAEAWHE, U TOBOPIO
€My: Ballle BeJINYECTBO, UCIIOJHU MOIO CEPACYHYIO MPOChOYy — YBOJIb MEHS



OT JOHKHOCTH TBOETO BOCHHTATENs, MO0 MHAue NPHUAETCS MHE CTPOTHM
OTYEeT JaTh; BeAb JOJDKEH S CIEIUTh 3a TEM, YTOOBI Balle BEIUMYECTBO
YUHIIUCH U3PSAHO, a Ballle BEITMYECTBO TOJIBKO O BEcebe aymaere. OTIyCTH
Thl MEHS, XPUCTa PaJid, Ha3HA4b HA MOE MECTO KOI'0 JIPyroro.

— Hy, 4yTo xe rocymapp, 4T0 OH CKa3zaj? — MOCHEMIHO CIPOCHIIA
OapoHecca.

— Ouenb yx oH uzymwics. [loToM 3ariakan, cTail IpOCHTh, YMOJISATh
MeHs ocrarbcs.«He ocTtaBigil MeHs, — TroBOpHUT, — AHApenl HBaHbIy,

HUKOTO JPYyroro, KpoMe 1eds, He Xouy — Ja U Koro Haiiay? S tebs j1ro0mto
CeplEeM U MOoYHTar. S 3Hal, YTO Thl UMEECIIb MPABO OBITh HEJOBOJIHHBIM
MHOU. f 3Hat0, 4yTO Bemy celst Hexopoiio». BOT u roBopro s emy: Tak eciu
caM 3Haellb, TOCYIapb — OTYEro HE HCIpaBUIIbCSA? Y YeIoBEKa BOJIA
J0MKHA OBbITh, TBEPAOCTh. BUANIIb, YTO HY)KHO HUITH HAMPaBO, 3aUE€M XKE
uaemp HaieBo? CMOTpro s, rocyaapp emie mnymle miader.«lIpoctn, —
TOBOPUT, — MeHs, AHJpel IBaHbIY, — HCTIPABIIOCH, Oy YUUTHCSY.

— Yro %k, 3T0 X0poio! — ckazayia 6apoHecca.

— To ecTh 0OTHO HEYPHO, UTO €IIIe HE YCIIETN €r0 OTBPATUTh OT MEHS,
MOOUT, 1a U cepAlle Y Hero no0poe, a APYroro HUYEro XOPOIIEro HET,
NOTOMY XOTh M OO€IlIaj OH MHE 3TO BYEpA YTPOM, a K BEUYEPY 3a CTapoe
IOPUHSIICA: HE MPEeoAosesl UCKYIIEHHEe — BCIO HOYb MpoOeral mo ropomy ¢

Jlonropykum.

— Ox, yx 3710T Jlonropykuii, — 03a004€HHO IOKayaja TOJOBOM
OapoHecca.

— Jla, Hedero ckas3arb, — 4YTO HU J€Hb, TO XyXKE; IPOCTO sI3Ba 3TOT
Jlonropykuii, — 3aroBopuii onath AHapeint MBanoBuu. — Yaii, cibliiana
Thl, UYTO OH Tenepb ¢ KHATMHeW TpyOenkoil BOAWUTCS — TaK 4YTO TEHEPb

BBIIIJIO, TOBOPUTHL O TOM CThIAHO. Benp kHsA3b-T0 Hukwura TpyOerkoil He
bor 3naer kTo: m apeBHAS (aMWiIvsA, U HA BUY — a 3HaJia Obl Thl, KaK C
HUM oOpainaercst 3ToT JJonropykuit — HH cThifa, HU coBecTH! [IbsiHCTBYET
y HEro B JIOME€, PyraeT ero, gake ObeT, MHE TOBOPUJIH, — a TOMY UYTO X
nenarb? Krto crmamut ¢ daBoputoM? Benp Temepp MHaue €ro yX U He
Ha3bIBalOT. [IpoOoBai 51 Buepa rocygapro 0 HeM 3aUKHYThCS, TaK MOOJIeaHEN
ToT Agaxe:«Het, — cka3ai, — He roBopH Thl MHE, AHApeN VIBaHbIY, HUYETO
AYPHOTO MPO MOETO JApyra, OH MHE TeNepb 3aMEeCTO Opara, Tak JIOO0 5
€ro, U HUKOMY, CJBIIINIIb Thl, — TOBOPUT, — AHJpel VIBaHbIY, HUKOMY HE
no3Boit0 ero oOwxkare». Jla pasBe ogHa TpyOeukas, — OIITH
pa3apaXKuUTENIbHO 3aroBopuil AHApern MBaHOBWUY, — 1MO30p, CpaM, YTO OH



TAKOE€ TBOPUTH HAYAJI: KO BCEM MPUCTAECT, HUKOMY OT HEro HET CIAacEHbs, a
324 HUM W Jpyrde MOJIOAUYUKU TPUMEPY €ro CJleAylT... XOTb Obl
MHOCTPAaHHBIX PE3UAEHTOB NOCThIAWIMCH! Te yx cBouM JaBOpam
OTIHCHIBAIOT, YTO B Poccuu 4ecTh JKeHCKas B TaKOM ke O€30MacHOCTH, KaK
BO Tpajie, B3ATOM HENpUATEIIMU—BapBapaMu. /[0 4ero OH NOWIET, 3TOT
JIoNropykuii, MOMBICIUTE CTPAIIHO, Aa W rocyaaps cosparut. Hy, Teneps
MOJIOJI TOT €11I€, @ BPEMA-TO UAET CKOPO; TOM, APYTOM IMIPOMIET, BBIPACTET —
ax, boxke mMoii, mpaBo, CTPAIIHO MOAYyMaTh!

B 5T0 Bpemsi B kKoMHaTy BOeKasia ciiykaHKa U 00bsBUIIa, YTO MpUexasa
BeJIMKas KHsbkHAa Haraneg. OcTepMaH 3acyeTWiICs, BCKOYMII U3-3a CTOJIA W
nodexan Kk cebe nepeoneBarbes. bapoHecca BCTpeTHIIa BEUKYIO KHSXKHY
MOKJIOHAMH, PAaCChINasiCh B OJarofapHOCTH 3a BBICOKYIO YE€CTh, KOTOPYIO
OHA UM OKa3ajia CBOMM IOCEIICHUEM.

— Ouenp AHjnpes MBaHbua HYX HO BUJETh, OH JIoMa? — CIPOCHIIA
Haranps.

— Jloma, noma, nmpuHIecca, CEM4ac BbIMIET.

AHnnpeit VMBaHoBHMY He 3acTaBuUil ceOs JOXKUIAThCs, a OapoHecca
MOCIEIIHO BBIIIJIA M3 KOMHAThI, YTOOBI HE CTECHSTHb IapEBHY CBOUM
MIPUCYTCTBHUEM.

— UYem 3acnmyxuna s, Balle BBICOYECTBO, TaKyl 4YeCTb? —
MMOYTUTEIBHO TOBOpUI OCTepMaH.

— Kakas yectb, Anapeir VMBanbi4, — 03a004€HHO MPOTOBOPHIIA
BENIMKasl KHSKHA, — TIOTOBOPUTH HYKHO C BaMH, J1a TaK, 4TOO HUKTO HE
3HaJ. Bort karanace u 3aexana.

— Pa3Be ciryumnocs 4To, npuHiecca?

— A pasBe y Hac MpOXOJUT JIeHb, YTOOBI YETO-HUOYb HE CIYUUIIOCH?
CeromHst yTpoM y MEHsI OISITh ObLIO 0OBscCHeHUe ¢ OpatoMm. He mory s
CMOTPETh Ha HETO PaBHOIYIIHO, YMOPSAT OHHU €r0, — W BEJHUKasg KHSKHA
3arUiaKanga U CKBO3b CJIE3bI MPONOJIKAIA, — Kak ecTh yMopAat! Beap oH B
CEMb YaCOB yTpa TEHEPh CHaTh JIOXKUTCSA; I7I€ OBIBAET, UTO JCJIAET, HE 3HAIO
s. CeromHs nuIla Ha HEM HET, OJeAHBIN TakoM, 1a TOCMOTpesa 5, U I1a3a y
HEr0 KpacHble, TOYHO IUIakail.«lleTnyka, — TOBOpHO, — ThI ILIAKAJI,
npusHarica?«Hy, BOT OH U pHU3HAJICS, YTO TOYHO IJIaKal, U IPUIUHON ITUX
cne3 uecapeBHa EnuzaBera; ninu ¢ Jlonropykum oH, uin y Hee. TpeTrbero
JIHA JIBa pa3a 3BaTh €ro MOChLJIajia, a OH TaK KO MHE OT HEE€ U HE BBIIIEI.
[ony6uuk, Aunpei MBanbiu, Ha kakoil koHell Bce 3To? [lomoru, mocoBeryi



MHE, KaK CIacTH €ro. Sl Bce Teprielsia, BCe Modaia B MOCIEIHEE BpEMs, HO
TaKue Jiejia Ternephb y3Hajaa, 4TO MOJI4arh HEe MOTy OoJibIe!..

— UYto e BBl y3HAJIU TaKoe, MpPUHIECCA? — THUXO CIpOCUi AHApEN
HNBanoBuu.

— A TO, YTO 1LecCapeBHA CMEETCS HaJ HHUM, MyYUT €ro, OHa BOT C
ByTypiuHBIM €10 HacMeX ITOAHUMAET, BEPHBIE JIFOAU MHE 3TO CKa3aJIH.

— A BytypnuH y Hel yacto ObiBaeT? — crpocui OcrepMaH.

— Iloutn u HE BBIXOAUT OT Hee, — oTBevana Haranepda, u 1maza ee
3aCBEpPKAJIH.

— Hy, 4T0 %, 3TO HHUYEro, YCIOKOWTECh, PUHIIECCA, OOOIPSIIOIINM
rojocoM 3aroBopun Anaperd HBaHOBHMY, — YCIIOKOWTECH, MPHUHIECCA,
MOXET, B DbyTypiauHe Bce Hame cnaceHbe. YKO S BCE pa3y3HAW U
IIOCMOTPIO, UTO HAJO AEIaTh. Y TPUTE K€ BaIllK CBETIIbIC MIA3KU, Bl COBCEM
HE JypHble BecTH mnpuHecau MHe. CaMu yBHUJIHATE, BCE K JIydlIEMY
ITOBEPHETCHI.

— Jla xoTs1 OBl U TaK, HAJIOJITO JIU? — TIPOIIENTala BeJINKasl KHsDKHA.

— Hy, aTo apyroe neno! — pas3sen pykamu Auapei MBanoBuy.

[{apeBHa yexana, u OcTepMaH OCTAJCS OMSATHh BIBOEM C KEHOIO; OH HE
paccka3bIBall € O CBOEM Pa3rOBOPE C BEIMKOW KHSKHOM, OH XOPOIIIO 3HAI,
YTO OHA W TAK CJIBIIIAJIA 33 IBEPHIO BECh PA3rOBOP ITOT.

— Tenepr nena npunHuecchl Enn3aBeTbl IUIOXHM CTAHOBATCS, —
3aMETWJI OH, — HYXXHO JaTh nepeMeH. Bor ckopo B MoCkBy Bce noeaem
IUIsl KOpOHAIMK, a B MOCKBE HOBBI YEJIOBEK €CTh, 0adyIlIKa, U YeIOBEK
ATOT MOXET CTaTh Ba)KHBIM YEJIOBEKOM JUIsl Hac I BceX. UTo K, MEWH
TePIXEH, HalKcalla Thl CTAPOM UAPHUIIE TUCHMO?

— Hanucana, — orBetmiia 6apoHecca, — BOT YEPHOBOE B KapMmaHe,
MPOYTH, BCE OTIHUCAHO, KaK Thl MpUKa3blBal. — bapoHecca nmomana Myxy
oymary. OH c OOJbIIMM BHHUMAaHHEM TPHHSICS dYHTaTh ee. Mapda
NBanoBHa OctepMaH mucana mapuie EBmokun, mo3alObITOW A0 CHUX TOP
nHOKuHE EneHe, o ToM, 4TO BpydaeT ceOs B BBHICOUANIIYIO €€ BEIMYECTBO
MHJIOCTh M TP 3TOM yBEpsia, YTO MYK €€ TOCyJapro U €il, apuue, co
BCSIKMUM YCEPJIMEM U BEPHO CITYKHUT U CIIY)KUTh OyJIeT.

— XopoI1o, XOpoIo, TakK, TaK U HYXHO, — OJO0OpUTEJIbHO KHBAJI
rogoBoro AHjnpen MBanoBuy, uutas nucbmo 310. — Hy, a Teneps u 4,
Mapdyma, noiay Toke Hamumly Iapuie, OX, Hy>KHa OHa HaM, OX Kak
HY>XHa, Bellb BC€ ke OalOymika pojaHasi, KpoBb 3aroBoput! MHoroe ona
CMOXET CJIeNIaTh, MYIIE BCETO HY’KHO HaM 3apyUUTHCS €€ MUJIOCTBIO. ..



Anjnpeit Banblu cen 3a cBOMl pabouuid cTos U npuHsuics nucarb. OH
OMKCHIBAJI CTApOM Lapule Cchoyx0y, COUMHEHHYI0 Ha J€Hb POXKICHUS
rocyaapsi, npuiarajl pUCYHOK (eiliepBepka, B 3TOT JE€Hb COXCGKEHHOIO, U
MaHupectT o KopoHamuu. Jlonro mucam OH M Tak OKOHYWJI MHCHMO
CBOE:«(SIKO 51 Ha ceM CBeTe HMYEro MHOIO HE Kejlal, OKpOME 4YToO ero
Nmnepatopckomy BennuecTBy 0€3 BCAKMX MOUX MAPTUKYIISIPHBIX TPUXOTEH
U CTpacTed MpsIMble U BEPHBIE CBOM YCIyrM IIOKa3arb, Tak MU Bare
BennuecTBo COM3BONINTE BCEMUJIOCTUBENIIE OJIAarOHAIEKHBI OBITH O MOEM
BepHelen npeganHocty k Bamero BennuectBa BhICOKO 0co0e 0 TOM He
pacnpoCTpaHsIo, IIOHEXKE Benaro, uto Kak Ero Mmmneparopckoe Bennyectso
Ttak 1 Ee UMneparopckoe BricouecTBO BeMKas KHsIKHA, MHE B TOM BEPHOE
CBUJETENIbCTBO MOAATh W3BOJAT, U BepHas Mos ciayxk0a Bcerma Oonee B
caMOM JieJie, HeXKeJIM ITyCTHIMU CJIOBaMU SIBHA OyJeT».

— Bor Ttak mamHo! — ckazan cam cebe Awnzapeit lBaHoBud,
NepeynThiBas MUCbMO cBoe. — OX, TPYyIHO, TPYAHO >KUTh Ha CBETE: 000
BCEM-TO HAJO IIOAYMarb, BCE IPEAYCMOTPETh, Mpeayrajgarb, a TO KaK pas
MOJIETUILb B MMPONACTh U YTO OT T€Osl TaM ocTaHeTcs!..

N Aungpeit IBanoBHY coOpajcst Bo aBopell. Ha HOBble MbICIM HaBena
€ro BeJIMKas KHsDKHA Haramnbs.

XV

[lecapeBna Enn3zaBeTa BepHyJIach C NPOTYJIKH B CBOU allapTaMEHThI U
oTAbIXaja B MArkoMm kpecine. Ha ayme y Hee ObL1o, Kak BCerna, CBETIIO U
BECEJIO, OHA C YJOBOJBCTBHEM OCMATpUBalia CBOKO JIFOOMMYIO KOMHATY,
yOpaHHYIO U YCTPOCHHYIO MO €€ BKycy. KomHaTa Oblia 10BOJBHO OOIIMpPHA,
ycmIaHa MArkumMu kospamu. [lo crenam Bucenu nmoprpersl pogubix: Ilerpa
Benukoro, Exarepunsl u mroOumoini cectpsl EnmzaBeThl — TreproruHu
Ansbl [leTpoBHBL. BbIT TyT TakKe M MPEBOCXOJHBIA MOPTPET FOHOTO
MMIIEPATOPa, HEIABHO C HETO CIIMCAaHHBIA M NoJlapeHHblid M Enusasere. Y
OKHa CTOSJI MOJBOEPT C HAuyaToll KapTUHOM, HaJl KOTOPOM MO yTpam
paborana EnuzaBera. MHOro KHUT pasiiokeHO ObUIO B YIUIy, HAa OOJBIIOM
CTOJIE, IIOKPBITOM TsDKEIOM  ckareprbto. llecapeBHa, 1ipenasasich
YIOBOJIbCTBHSIM, BCEIZA HAxXOAuia BpeMs IS 3aHATHM; OHA IIPEKPACHO
pucoBaa, 1ena, JIIOOWJIa YATaTh UHTEPECHBIE U NOJIE3HbIE KHUTU. Tenepb



OHa BBITSIHYJIAa HAa OapXaTHYIO MOAYIIKY CBOM MaJICHbKHE HOTH, OOyThI€ B
atiacHble Ty(UiM, OTKMHYJIA TOJIOBY U YJbIOAach CUJIEBIIEMY IEpe]l HEIO
Anekcannpy bopucosuuy bytypnuny. ByTypivH Obul KpacuBBIM, CTAaTHBIN
MOJIOJIOM YeJIOBEK, O4YECHb JIFOOC3HBIM W OOpa3oBaHHBIA IS CBOETO
BpeMeHU. B mociennue MecsIibl Bce 3aMETHIIH, YTO IIecapeBHa o0paruia Ha
Hero OoJbIlIoe BHUMAaHKE, TOCTOSHHO K cebe mpumiaiiana, 00 3TOM YK BCe
ropopwin. B koMHaty Boliia ¢peitinHa u nogana nucbmo Enuzasere.

— Ax, sto u3 Kwisg, — oOpanoBanach 1ecapeBHa, — OT MaBpsl
[IeneneBoit. YTo-TO OHA mUIIET?

EnuzaBera ObICTpo pa3zopBajia KOHBEPT U MPUHSIIACH YUTATh TUCHMO.

Ee nmnpemectHoe JuIO  OXUBWAJIOCH  emle  Oonblie,  yablOKa
pacnpoCTpaHWIACh 10 HEMY U MOKAa3bIBaJla HA IMIEKAX MPEJICCTHBIC SIMKHU.

ByTypnuna Momga ro6oBasics €ro.

— UYTo X OHa BaM NUIIET, WIK 3TO TailHa? — HAKOHEI] MPOTOBOPUII
OH.

— Kakas raiina! [Iumer, yto Bce 310poBbl. CecTpa €31uiia B CaHsIX MO
Kwito, 1 Bech ropos AUBOBAJICS PYCCKUM caHsAM. baiel y HUX TaMm uepes
neHb. OcobeHHo Becenbli 0al, roBopuT Maspa, Obu1 y rpada bacceBuua,
BOT Kak mnumieT:«l TaHIeBaau Mbl TaMm JO JECSITOro 4yaca yTpa U HE
VIOBOJIWJINCh B KOMHATax TaHIEBaTh, TaK CTaJld TMOJbCKUN TaHIIEBaTh B
MOBapHE U B orpedey.

N necapeBHa u byTypiiiH rpOMKO 3aCMESUIUCH.

— Bot Tam Kkak BecelsiTCs, HE HallleMy 4eTa, — roBopuiia Enn3zasera,
— ot aymn Becensarcs. [locnymiait, yto mamemie:«l Bce gambl KUJIbCKUE
TaKXe TaHIleBau, a rpaduus Kacrenb crapas, JIET NATUIECATH, OXOTHHUIIA
BeJIUKasi TaHIeBaTh U TIEPETAHIIOBBIBAJa BCEX JaM — MOJIOABIX
neperanioBeiBasiay. M eme numer:«bumod oyeHb OypHO TaHIlyeT, a
MpUHII ABTYCT M €IlI€ TOTO XyXe». A BOT U €Ille, HO BOT MPOYTH CaM, U
1iecapeBHa KpacHesd Iepeaia nucbMo byTypiuHy, yka3biBas Ha MPUITHCKY.
OH npouen:«Exenu BameMy BbICOYECTBY HE B MPOTUBHOE MO3APaBUTH C
KaBasiepuero Anekcanapa bopuceruay. llecapeBHa, Bce Tak ke yablOasCch U
KpacHesl, B3sijla MUCbMO 00patHO y byTypinuna. OH ¢ BOCTOProm misjien ei
B IU1a3a, HeXKHasl, Oesast pyka ¢ MUCbMOM Oblila Tak OJM3KO OT JIMLA €ro, YTO
OH HE MOT YyIEp)KarbCd W TMOIEIOBal 3Ty pPyKy. Enm3zaBera THXOHBKO
yJIapuiia €ro MUCHMOM IO JIUIY U OIATh 3aCMESIaCh.

B »T0 Bpemsi JBephb OTBOpWIJIACh, M Ha MOPOre MOKAa3aics FOHBII
umrneparop. OH OCMOTpeNn BCIHO KOMHATy, HPUCTAJIBHO B3IVISIHYJI Ha



CMESIBIIIYIOCS, paCKpacHEBIyIOCsl Elln3aBeTy, MOTOM MepeBes CBOM IJ1a3a Ha
byTtypnuna, mobneaHen u HaxMypuICs.

— MmHue kaxercsi, Thl HHMKOTZIA HE ObIBaeillb JIEJIOM 3aHST, — HE
CAEp>KUBas CBOETO paslipa)ke€Husi, ckazal oH byrypiuny, — s TeOs emie
HUKOTIIA 3a JIEJIOM He Buaen!

— Bot nmaiite MHe Aeno, Baiie BEIWYECTBO, TaK s U Oyay 3aHsIT, —
CIIOKOMHO OTBETWJI byTypiuH.

— Jlam, HempeMeHHO JaM, a Temepb OCTaBb HAC, MHE HYXKHO
IIOTOBOPUTH C LIECAPEBHOM.

ByTypivH MOKJIOHWICS TITyOOKUM MOKJIOHOM U BBIIIET.

EnBa 3anepnack 3a HUM JBepb, [leTp nonbexan k EnuzaBete, cxBaTui
€€ 3a PYKy U IPOLIEITAN, 3aAbIXasICh OT BOJHCHUSA:

— JIuza, JIuza, 3a4ueM Thl MEHSI My4Yaelllb?

OHa U3yMIJICHHO Ha HETO B3IVISHYIIA.

— 1, 51 TeOst Myuaro, CKaku Ha MHJIOCTb, YeM?

— Kak Oynro cama He 3Haemb! UTo x 310 Takoe? Beskuit-ro pas, Kak
npuay K Tede, HEempeMEeHHO y TeOs 3TOT ByTypiivH TOpUMT, BCeraa Thl C
HUM!

— A BOT s chblllIajia, 4YTO MEHS yIIPEKaroT, OyATO sI Bceraa ¢ To0Oro,
4TO s TeOe YUUTHCS MEIIato, TAK HE 3HAI0, IIPABO, YTO YK MHE U JIeiaTh, BCE
HesmaaHo! Y moToM CKaXKu, MOXKAJIYWCTa, TOCylapb, ¢ KaKUX 3TO IOP ThI
cTajl MOUM Jsi/ibkor? Eciii Thl BUIIUIIB Y MEHSI ByTypiuHa, Tak 4To XK TyT
MYIpPEHOTo W JypHOro? s oueHb Jro0mo ByTypnuHa u Bcerga panga ero
BU/JIETh, JTIOOJIIO TTOTOJIKOBATh C HUM, OH YMHBIH, BECEIIbIH. . .

— A sl HE MOT'Y JIOITYCTHUTh 3TOT0, Sl 3TOTO HE MO3BOJI0! — BOJIHOBAJICA
HMMIIEPATOP.

— Bor kak! — 3acmesnace EnuzaBera, misaas emy npsiMO B masa
CBOMMH JKMBBIMH, CBETJIBIMH TIJa3amMH. — Bor kak! Mol MuibIit

IJIEMSHHUYEK XOoueT MoapaxaTh AJiekcanapy JlaHWIIbIYy, MOUM 3BE€pEeM—
nepoepom xouet caenarbesa! U yem Tebe momeman byTypiuH, 3a 4TO ThI Tak
He B31100111 ero? Cam elle HeJIaBHO XBaJIWII. ..

FOHBIII WMMIIEpaTop HUYEro HE OTBETHJ, TOJBKO BIAPYr €ro JIMUIO
W3MEHUJIOCh, OH ymaJ Tepell 1eCapeBHOI Ha KOJEHU, MPHXKAJICA K Hel
JUIIOM M TOopbKo 3aruiakaj. OHa B3sila TOJIOBYy €ro OOCMMM pyKaMH U
MIOJHSIIA €¢.

— T'onyOuuk moit, [leTuHbka, 4To ¢ TOOOI? 3a4eM ThI TIaYeCIb?



— S Bce BUKY, Bce... — 3axyeObiBajics ciezamu lletp, — s... 5
BIJKY, YTO Thl MEHSI HUCKOJIBKO HE JItoOuIb, JInza!

— AX, Kako# Tbl, mpaBo, pedeHok! Kak tedbe He cThiiHo? Thl Tak yMeH,
TaKk OnaropasyMeH, a BAPYr MpeBpallaclibCcsi B CamMOro MaJeHbKOTIO,
rIyneHbKoro Mapanka. Kak tedbe He cThIIHO?

— Ho no coBectu, kak nepen borom, Moxelib JId Thl MHE CKa3aThb,
JIuza, 9TO THI MEHS JIFOOUIITH?

— Eme Ow1, 11005110, 711005110 BCEM CepiieM, MO MUJIbIN, Toporou! —
OHa 00HsJ1a €ro U KPErnkKo morieonaia.

— Hy, eciu 310 mpaBaa, eciyd Thl MEHS JIFOOUIIL, — HadaJl FOHbBIN
HMMIIEPATOP, BBITUPAS CJIE3bI, YCAXKUBAICH B KPECIIO PSIAOM C IIECAapEBHOU U
HE BBINIYCKasl €€ PyKH, — €CJIM 3TO MpaBjia, TaK JOKAXU MHE: COITIACHUCh
OBITH MOEH KEHOIO. ..

[lecapeBHa c BUIOM [ITyOOKOTO HM3yMJICHMs B3IJAHYJIa Ha HErOo U
0CBO0O/IUJIa CBOIO PYKY.

— AX, kakoil B3gop 3TO0! — THXO mporoBopuiia oHa. — OTKyna,
npaBo, OepyTcsl y TeOsl TaKue MbICTH?

— ITouemy > 3T0 B310p? — BCIBIXHYB, BO3PA3UIT UMIIEPATOP.

— IloTomy B3110p, YTO BOBCE T€OE TEMEph €Ille HE CIAEAYET AyMaTh O
xeHuThOe. U kakas s Tede HeBecta? S crapiie Tebs, s TBOS TETKA.

— Tetka, TeTKa... U Tl TOXE, pajJibl Bbl BCE, YTO HAILIXA 3TO CJIOBO.
Tak uTo >k, uTo TeTKka? Pa3Be TeOe Takoil KpacaBuIle, TAKOM MOJIOICHBKOM,
MPUINYHO ObITh TeTko#? Jlyumie TeOe ObITh HeBecToM. M morom ThI
rOBOpHIIIb, YTO MHE paHO 00 TOM JyMaTh; J1a KaK € paHo, KOTJa yX y
MEHsI ObLTa HEBECTA... W JOJMKHA ObITh HEMPEMEHHO, U BE/Ib MOSI HEBECTa
ObLIa HE MOJIOXKE Te€Os, @ HUKTO TOIJIa HE HAXOIWJI CTPAHHBIM!

— Bot oTToro, yto oHa Obljla TBOSH HEBECTOW M ObLIa cTapiie Teos,
ThI ¥ HE JTI00mIT ee. Tak OBl 1 MEHS CKOPO pastoOu, eciu 6 s coracuiach.

— Tol 1 oHa, cMemHO noayMaTh! Kak moxernis Thl ce0si cpaBHUBATH C
Her? — Bce Ooubllie ¥ OoJbIlie BOJHOBAJICS IOHBIM muMmIiepatop. — Jluza,
MoCHyIIan, COracuch, 1 Te€OS yMoJisaw, s TeOs 000 OOJbIIe BCeX Ha
CBeTe, s JJIsl TeOsl BCE CJlieNlaro, 4TO Thl TOJIBKO 3axodyenib! Uto kK, pa3Be
aydiie Tede OyneT BBINTH 3aMyK 3a KaKoro-HHOy[bh HEMEIKOTo IPHUHIIA,
yexarb OTCIO/Ia, HUKOTJIa He BUJIETh HU Hac, HU Poccuio? Beaw BOT Thl cama
4acTo TOBOPHIIL, 4TO TeTylika AHHa [leTpoBHa HecuacTHa, 4TO TaK OHa
CIOZIa ¥l PBETCSI; YTO K, Thl U c€0€ TOrO K€ XOUellb?



— Her, s cebe BoBce ATOro HE XO4y, S COBCEM HE XO04y 3amyx. Sl
OCTaHyCh TaKOIO, KaKOBa s W TeIepb, OCTAHYCh CBOOOJHOM. 3aueM MHeE
Myx? He HyxkHO.

— Jluza, ymonsito TeOsl, COTIAcHCh, pa3Be Thl HE XOUYElIb OBITH
napuiero? Beap BOT Temepb KTO-HHOyAh MOXET TeOsS OOuAeTh, a Toraa
HUKTO YK HE OOMIUT.

— S He 3Hama, rocymapb, 4TO MEHS MOXHO TeNeph OOWXKaTh; S
JAyMalia, YTo Thl HUKOMY MEHS He Jalib B o0uy? — nonusiiack Enuzasera.

— AX, IpOoCTH, NPOCTH, 51 HE TaK CKazayi, — 3aroponuicd [lerp, — 4
HE 3Hal0, YTO TOBOPIO, s TaK OIeYasieH, TaK HecuacTIuB... JIuza, romyoyika
MOSI, COTJIaCUCh, MOXKATYICTa, S TeNeph HE MOTY KUTh 0€3 TeOsl. . .

— Her, BugHO, MOXenib, — yiabIOHYIAach Ii€capeBHa, — Thl HE
MOXEIIIb )KUTh TOJIbKO 0e3 MBana Jlonropykoro. BoT Thl MeHs ynpekaens,
YTO 4acTo ObIBaeT y MeHs byTypiuH, a mocMoTpu Ha cebs: Beb, Thl COBCEM
HE OTITyCKaelb oT ceds Jlonropykoro; Beib BCe JHU M HOYU Thl C HUM. YK
3a OHO 3TO s Obl HHMKOIJIA HE COMIACHUJIIACh HA TO, O YEM Thl MPOCHUIIIb.
Jlonropykuii nenaetr u3 Teds BCE, UTO XOYeT: €Cld O Thl M KEHUJICS KOT/a,
B3IyMaeT OH OOUJIETh TBOIO KEHY, U ThI 3TO €EMY JI03BOJIHUIIIb.

— boxe Mo, 4Tto Thl ToBOpUIIb, JInza! MBaH, TOYHO, MOU CaMBbIii
JYYIIUA PYT, S €ro JI0II0 U OH MEHS JIIDOUT, HO TOJBKO HAIpPacHO Thl
TyMaelllb, 4TO sl TI0O3BOJIF0 €My UTpaTh co0or0. Ax, JIuza, ma ecnu s Bcerna ¢
HUM, €CJIU SI CTaparoCh BECEIIUTHCS, TaK BEAb TOJHKO, MOXKET OBITh, YTOO
Kak-HUOy/b yOUTH Bpems, uTo0 0 Tebe He AyMaTh, Thl BCEMY MPUYHHOM!
Ckaxkel OTHO CJIOBO, COTJIACHCH, O YEM MpOIy s, U Bce OyneT uHaye. Jluza,
NOCHyIlIai, CKaXk, 4YTO Thl MEHsI JTIOOUIIIb, S BCeM TeOe MOKEePTBYIO, U XOTh
mo0mmro MBana, a 1o TBoeMy MpUKa3y U ¢ HUM HE CTaHy BUJAThCA, 3a0yay O
HeM, 000 Bcex 3a0yny, JInzal..

N onHo ee ciIoBO, JEWCTBUTEIBHO, MOMIO Obl MPOU3BECTHU CaMYIO
HEOXHUJIAHHYIO U OTPOMHYKO NEPEMEHY, HO OHa HE CKa3aja 3TOro CJIOBA.
OHa Bce X0poIllo BUeNa U TOHUMaJIa, 3Haja, 4YTO Ternepb Moria Obl 3a0paTh
BCE B CBOM PYKH, BCEM PpaCIOPSKATHCSA, KaK €l B3ayMaercs, Morjia Obl
CeNIaThCd BCEMOTYIIEH, HO JJISI 3TOT0 HY>KHO ObUIO MPUTBOPSTHCS, JTaTh,
JIOMaTh CBOE CEpALE, COMIACUTHCA HAa TO, YTO Ka3aJIOCh € HEMBICIUMBIM,
HEBO3MOXXHBIM, TPOTHUBHBIM COBECTH, — M YECTHas, IMpsMas Harypa
EnuzaBersl Bo3Mymanack 3TuM. OHa OblJIa TOTOBAa OT BCETO OTKAa3aThCs,
roToBa OblIa BBIHECTH MHOTOE, 4YTOO OCTaTrbCcsd CBOOOJHOM B CBOHX
MOCTYIKaX W B CBOMX UYYBCTBAaX, — M OHA HE BBITOBOpHUJIA TOrO CJIOBA,



KOTOPOTO TaK >KaJHO *kJajdl OT Hee MalleHbkuil ummepatop. OHa BcTana
nepen HuMm. CrokoiHOe, TOOJETHEBIIEE JUI0 €€ CAENANIOCh BIPYT
CEPBbE3HBIM U JIaXKE TPYCTHBIM.

— Her, rocynaps, Het, Mol Muitblid [leTpyia, 1 HE MOTY COTTIACHUTBCH,
— TUXHUM POBHBIM TOJOCOM BBITOBOpUJIA OHA. — S HE X04y OOMaHBIBAThH
cebs, cebs m bora. S cepaeuno mOmI0 TEOsA, HO Kak Opara, Kak
IJIEMsIHHUKA, Kak rocyaaps. Hukorma st He Mory ObITh TBOEH JKEHOIO.
[lerpyma, rosyOuuMK, U Thl HE BOJHYHCS, Thl CaM IOTOM OyAeIlb MHE
OnarojapeH, 4To sl Tak TOBOPIO Teoe.

— Tak 3T0 TBOE TMOCHEIHEE CIOBO... mocieaHee? — OJIeAHBIN U
JPOXKAIIUN €/Ba BEITOBOPHUI UMITIEPATOP.

— Ilocnennee, [lerpyma.

OH c oTuasgHHEM B3DISIHYJ Ha HEe, KPYIHbIE CJIE3bl TOTOBBI OBLIH
MOJINTHCA U3 INIa3 €ro, OH, 3aJbIXasICh OT CHABIMBAEMBIX PBIIAHUN U BAPYT
coOpaB Bce CWJIbl, MOJIYa U Jaxke He B3MISIHYB Ha EnnzaBery, BbIIET U3
koMHaThl. OH OTHPABUIICSA TPSIMO K CECTPE U BOIIIEN K HEW C TaKHUM JIUIIOM,
YTO OHA UCMYTaJlacCh.

— Yro ¢ ToOoM Oparerr?

— Hwuuero, Harama... S celiuac 0bu1 y JIu3bl, U npeasioxkui e ObITh
MOEH KEHOH, M OHA MHE OTKa3ala...

— Yt0 K, OHa O4YEHb XOPOIIO CAeNala, — CMYIIEHHO MPOroBOpHUia
KHSIKHA.

[lenpIit poit MBICTIEN 3aKPYKUJICS B €€ royioBe:«PagoBaTbCsa 3TOMY WU
MeYaauThesl, — JyMalia oHa. — MOXET ObITh, pacCepAUTCS, HE MIPOCTUT €i
3TOrO, OTBEpHETCS OT Hee... O, kak Obl 310 xopomo Obuto! Ho Beab Moxer
OBITh 1 HA0OOPOT, MOXKET OBITh, 3TAa HEyAaua TOJIBKO Pa3JIPAXXUT €r0 U OH
OoJbIIIe €€ MOJIFOOUT, BeAh TO OBIBACT, S 3HAIO, I IOHUMAI0, YTO OHO MOKET
OBITh M1 HABEPHO OBIBACT.

— Kak >xe ona tebe ckazamna?

— A Tak, 4To ThI ObLJIa TMpaBa, CeCTpHUIlA, KOIrJa ropopuia, uro Jluza
XUTpasi, YTO OHA TOJBKO CMEETCS HaJl0 MHOIO U CUUTAET MEHS PEOCHKOM.
Jla, oHa cama MHE Temeph BCE ATO CKa3aja: OHa B3amlpaBay TOJILKO BCeraa
CMesuIach HaJ0 MHOIO, OHA MEHsI HUKOT/a HE JIFoOuia, Ui Hee s MaJIbuuK,
el co MHOU CKY4HO, il Becesiee BOH ¢ ByTyp/iuHBIM; OH, BUIUIIB Thl, YMEH
u Becen!..

«A, byTypnun», — nojayMalia BeJIrKas KHKHA.



— Jla, # 3Hana, 4yTo Tak BCe€ M OyIeT, — TPOMKO CKaszaja OHa. —
ByTypnuH el 04eHb HpaBUTCs, 3TO s JABHO 3aMedaro.

— Tak s He momyIuy dToro, He BbIHECY... Sl yHUUTOXY byTypinna, s
COILIJIIO €T0, 51 HE MTO3BOJII0 CMEATHCS HAJ0 MHOKO.

— bparen, Munbli, yCIoOKoOKCs, — 3aroBOpHIIa HApEeBHA, — HEXOPOIIIO
3T10. TBI HOMKEH OCTaBuTh byTypinHa B 1okoe. Kak Moxems Tbl
CTaHOBMTHCSI C HUM Ha ONIHY A0CKy? Brl He poBHsA. OH He cMeeT Hall TOOOH
cmesaTbes. He 3a uTo ccpulaTh €ro, moka OH, JEHCTBUTENBHO, HE
MPOBUHUIICS; Thl JIOJKEH OBITH CIIPABEJIUB, Thl TOJDKEH MOHSATH, HAKOHEI],
JIuzy: oHa Tebsa He cTout. Ecnu oHa cebe HaxoAuT Apy3eil, MycKaid, OCTaBb
ee u ycnokoiics. [locnymait meHs, 6eperu cBoe JOCTOMHCTBO, JEPXKHU ceOst
TaK, YTOOBI Bce TE€Os yBaXKasH.

HMriepaTtop MpadHO CiIyILIaj CECTPY, €ro JINLO XMYPHIIOCh BCE OOJIbIIIE
u OomblIIe.

— /[la, TeI mpaBa, — HaKOHEIl MPOLIENTAI OH. — JTO MpaBaa, 4TO HE
CTOUT CBsI3bIBaThCA. Sl OO ee Tak, Kak 0oJiblie J00UTh HEBO3MOXKHO, HO
€CJIM OHA MEHSET MEHS Ha BCSAKOTO M CO BCSKUM JPYKHUTCS, TaK 51 caM He
X04uy €€ 3Hath... S 3a0yny ee, Haraiiia, Teneps Thl MOXEIIIb paioBaThCs. Thl
0osiack, 4TO TE€0S U3-3a Hee 1M03a0yAy U pasiito0a0 — Hy, TaK BOT BUAUIIb,
OyIp Tenepb CIOKOWHA: s HE XOUy O HEW IymaTh, €€ IJis1 MEHs HETy... bl
OJIHA TOJIBKO Y MEHS. .. OJIHa TOJbKo, Haramma!

[leTp Bapyr 3arutakan, OpOoCHJICS Ha IIEI0 CECTPbl U JOJIT0 OHU TaK
OCTAaBaJIUCh U IIJIAKaJId BMECTE.

[Io ero yxonme Benukas KHSKHA JaKe CTaja KPECTUTHCS OT PAJOCTH U
onaromapuna bora, 4To OH OMoOT €i.

ManeHbkuil UMIIepaTop, O4EBUIHO, CEPbE3HO HaAMEPEBaJCs M03a0bITh
KpacaBUIly—-TeTylIKy. Beuepom BO nBopue Obur Oan. Ilerp xkazaics
OKMBJIEHHBIM, MHOTO TaHIIEBaJ M HU pa3y HE MOJOIIEN K LecapeBHe. Bee
ceiiyac ke 3aMEeTWJIM 3TO, U HAdyaJiuCh, MO OOBIKHOBEHUIO, BCEBO3MOXHBIC
pasroBophl U Mpennonoxenus. Ho necapeBHa HU4eM He cMyllanach, Oblia
KaK M BCETJa Becena, MPUBETIMBA; TOXKE TAHIEBajda BECh BEUYEep U HE pa3
XOZIMJIA T10 3ajJ1aM IIOJ PYKy ¢ byTypiuHbIM.

XVi




[Iponuio poxaecto. B IlerepOypre rorToBIINCH K Mepee3y ABOpIa B
MockBy Ha kopoHanui. CaM UMIIEpATOP TOPOIUII 3TOU MOE3/IKOI: MY YK
Hagoen IletepOypr: Bce OIHO M TO ke, J]a OAHO U TO ke, a B MOCKBe,
TOBOPST, CTOJIBKO CJIABHBIX MECT JJIsSi OXOThI, UyJHBIC 00JIaBbl HA MEABEACH
MOXHO nenarb. I Aunpeli MIBaHOBUY TOXKE€ TOPONMUT OTHE3AOM. AHJIpen
MBaHOBHY 4acTO Temepb TOBOPUT O MOCKOBCKOHM OaOymike. Hukorma mo
nociennero Bpemenu HH Iletp, Hu Haranbs He cnbixanu 06 3Toit 6alyiike,
Taxe AyMalid, 4TO yMepyia OHa, 4YTO €€ COBCEM HEeT, a BApyr OalyIka
okazanach >kuBow! Ele paHbliie, OCE€HbIO, TMOCIE CChUIKM MEHIINKOBA,
O0apon Aujapeit MBaHOBHY MpUHEC UMIIEPATOPY MUCHMO OT HEE W TOBOPHII
eMy, uTo 0alyIllka 0 CUX Mop ObUIa B JAJIEKOM MOHACTBIPE, YTO €€ HYKHO
CO BCSAKMM TIOYETOM TiepeBecTH B MOCKBY M MyCTh OHa ceOe BHIOWpaeT
MECTOXXHUTENIBCTBO. MMIiepaTop ceiluac e pacropsiauics; 0adyiike Obui
Ha3HadeH mTaT. OHa MOoXenala MOCENUThcs B JIeBUUBEM MOHACTBIPE:
O0al0ymka — MoHaxuHs. BcmoMHMI wuMmeparop Bce, 4YTO KOrna-inbo
CJIBIIIAT — HUYETO XOPOUIEro HE CIIbIXaJl OH O HeM, HUKTO He JII0OUI ee:
Bce Opanuiau. ['oBopuiiv, 4TO MHOTO OHAa OblJla BUHOBAaTa IEpPe]l CYNpyromM
ceouM, [lerpom Bemukum.«/la momaHO, Tak Jv, HYKHO JIM NOYUTATH ITY
0a0ymky?» — copocwsi 00 3ToM ummneparop y Axzapes HBaHoBuua.
Anzpeit MIBaHOBMY TOBOPHUT, YTO HYXKHO. A Hy, Kak OaOymika cTraHeT
BMEIIIMBATLCSI HE B CBOE 10, OyameT BecTH cels, kKak Bel MeHIHUKoB?!
MEHIIIUKOB TOXKE BCErja TOBOPHWJ, YTO MMEET MPaBO HaJ HMIIEPATOpPOM,
’KaJoBaJICsi Ha €ro HeOJaroJapHOCTh, BBICTABISI CBOM 3aciayru. Ho
MeH1mmkoB ObLT MOTAHHBIN, a eciu 0adyIIKa CTaHET BO BCE BMEIIMBATHCA,
TaK Belb €M U HE OTBETHUIIIb, TTOXKAITYH, UTO HE ee ATo Aeno. OHa pogHas —
3HAYUT, UMEET MPaBO, OCOOCHHO TEeIepb, KOTJa HUKOro crapuimx Hety. Kak
XOpOIIO, YTO OHa mokeyana nocenutbess B MockBe! IOHBIM mMmeparop
JaXe UCIYyTaJICs, KOTJla OJJMH pa3 MOJIy4uJI OT HEE MUChMO, B KOTOPOM OHa,
MeXay mpouuM, mucana:«lIpm sTom mpockba: ecium Baiie BETUYECTBO K
MockBe CKOpo OBITh HE U3BOJIUTE, JaObl MHE TIOBEJICTH OBITh K ce0e, YTOOBI
MHE IO TOPSYHOCTH KpPOBU BHUJETh BAaC U CECTPY Ballly, MOIO JIOOE3HYIO
BHYUKY, MpexJe KOHUMHbI Moe. Jlail, Mmos pagocTh, MHE ceOsi BUJIETH B
MOUX TaKUX HECHOCHBIX Nevaysix. Kak BbI pouiivch, HE JaJiM MHE PO Bac
CHBIIIATh, HIXKE BUIETH Bac». llerp ucmyrancs:«0alyiika XOo4eT croaa
€xarb, MPUENET, UCIOPTUT BCE BeCEIbe — HET, MYyCTh >XUBET TaM, B
Mockge. Iloenem Ha kopoHanui — yBuauMCS». OH Hammcaia CTapou
napuiie camoe Jro0e3Hoe MUuchMo, HO He 3Bai ee B [letepOypr.«lIpomry ko



MHE OTIIUCaTh, — 3aKaHYMBAJI OH MHUChbMO, — B YEM Sl BaM MOTY YCIyTY U
71000Bb MOIO MOKa3aTh, €3KE€ S BEPHO MCIOJIHIAThH HE IPEeMUHY. Sl caM HUYero
TaK He JKeJlalo, KaK 4TOObl BaC BUAETh, U HAJICIOCh, YTO boxkneil moMoIpio
€II€ HbIHEITHEW 3UMBI TO YYUHUTHCS MOXKET.

O MOCKOBCKO# 06a0yIIKe paccykaaid Tenepb U TyMajld O4eHb MHOTHE.
Panbiiie Bcex mogaymal, Kak Mbl yke Buaenu, 0apod Auapeit Misanosuu. Ho
u Jlonropykue cooOpakaid, 4YTO Ha Hee cieayeT oOpaTUTh BHUMAaHHE, U
OHU €1 MHUCAJIH.

Crapas napuiia O1arogapuia BCeX 3a BEpHYIO CIIY»KOY €€ BHYKY U BCEX
yBepsija B CBOEM PaCIOJIOKEHHH.

bapon OctepMaH, O4YEBHUIHO, OKOHYATEIbHO MOMHUPHIICSA CO CBOEHO
COBECTBIO, PyKOM MaxHyJl Ha YYEHbE UMIIEPATOPa U HE MPEMATCTBOBAI B €T0
3a0aBax. Jlonropykue ¢ KaxabpIM JHEM MOTydalu OOJbIIEe U OOJIBIIE CHUITBI.
[To Bcemy IleTepOypry xonuinu npeyBeIMYCHHBIC paccKa3bl 0 OECUMHCTBAX,
YUHUMBIX (PaBOPUTOM.

Benukas kHsbkHa Haranbsi HECKONBKO YCIOKOWJIACh, 370POBbE €€
MONPABUIIOCH: OHA MepecTana KalliiTh.

Nmneparop Bce cepawncsa Ha necapeBHy EnuzaBety M crapaics
MOKa3aTh €M 3TO: OH yXa)XXMBaJ TO 3a OJHOM, TO 3a JPYroil U3 KpacUBBIX
JEBYyIIEK, oduepeit mpuaBOpHbIX. Ha cBATKax, BO BpeMsi MHOTOYUCIEHHBIX
Mpa3IHUKOB M 0ajioB, YCTPAaWBaeMbIX MPHU JIBOPE, OH OOpaTmyi 0COOEHHOE
BHUMaHHE Ha KHsDkHY Katepuny [lonropykyro, KOTopast COBCEM BbIpOCa U
OYEHb MOXOPOIIIeNia B TOCIEIHUE MECALIBI. DTOMY, KOHEYHO, CITIOCOOCTBOBAI
U (paBOpPUT: OH TMOYTH E€XKETHEBHO HAXOAWI CiIydyall TakK WM HWHA4Ye
HallOMHUTh MMIIEPATOpPy O CBOEH CECTpe, pacXBajuBaj €€ yM, TOJIKOBaI O
n00poTe ee cep/la; ObITh MOXKET, IIABHBIM 00pa3oM, YTOO TOJIBKO YTrOJUTh
eMy, — M JI'00e3HNYal ¢ Hel UMIIEPATop.

Ho Karroma Jlonropykas paepkana ce0s BechbMa CAEpPIKaHHO,
HUCKOJIBKO HE KOKETHM4Yala U He ucKaia BcTped ¢ [leTpoM. BeITh MOXKeET,
ecii Obl OHa Jepkaja ce0s mHave, oHa OOoJIbIlie Obl €My M MOHPABUJIACH. ..
bpar He pa3 y BbITOBapuBal €l U AK€ C HEM CCOPWIICSA M3-3a ITOTO: JI0
CHUX TOp OH CMOTpEJ Ha Hee, KaK Ha MaJICHbKYIO JIEBYOHKY, HO 3Ta JICBUOHKA
celanach eMy Hy»KHa, 1a U K TOMY, BOT OHa BbIpocia, noxopoiena. Ho on
BCE€ K€ JIyMaJl, YTO OHA HE BBIMIET U3 MOBUHOBEHMUS, YTO CBOETO yMa y HEH
HETY; a OHa BAPYT €My OTBEYAET Ha BCIO €ro HayKy KakK HYKHO 0OpaIarbcs
C UMIIEPATOPOM.



— Jla 4dro x 510, MBaHymika, camMa s 3Haw, KaKk BECTH MHE ceOs
JIOJKHO, HE TOOpOMY Thl MEHS yUMIllb, 1a U HE 3a0bUIa S CyAbOy KHSIAKHBI
MenmmukoBoiu! ..

NBan Jlonropykuid paszapakayncs, KpU4aJl Ha CECTPY U CKPBIBAJICS U3
JOMY WA K UMIIEPATOPY, WU K MHOTOUHUCIICHHBIM [JapUIIaM CBOETO CEpAla.

MEHIIUKOBBIX HE OCTABWJIM B MOKOE. B mocnenHee BpeMsi MOCIaHHUK
npu mBeackoM JBope rpad lonoBuH, g0HEC 00 OJHOM MHCHME
MeHmmkoBa, M3 KOTOPOTO $ICHO MOXHO OBUIO YCMOTPETh H3MEHY
cBemIeiiero KHA3sA, Y3HaB 00 »TtoM, Ilerp mnpukazan mnocnarb K
MeHIIMKOBY HapO4YHOro, KOTOPbIM OBl 000 BCEM JONPOCHII €ro C
NPUHYKJIEHUEM U YrpOo3aMu, BeJleJl olleyararb BCE €ro MMEHUE, 0ToOparh
Bce ero nmucbma. M BoT 6wt oTmpaBieH k MenmmkoBy [Lierees, koTopomy
Haka3aHO ObUIO JOMPOCUTh Ajekcannpa J(aHwuibrda, MEXIy MPOYUM, U O
IEHbrax, B3SThIX C repuora lommruHckoro.«Henp3si oCTaBisSITh €ro Ha
cBOOOZE, — TOJKOBAJIM TOCydapro mpudbamxeHHsle. — Hano mopanbiie
nocjarb €ro, a TO OH OMATh CTPOUT KOBHI!..«bblna pelleHa nocnemHss,
cTpallHas yyacth Alsekcanapa Jlanmnsida: ero conuitotr B bepe3os, a ¢ HUM
Y €r0 CEMENCTBO! ..

[locne cBATOK UMMEPATOP KaXKIbI JE€Hb OCBEAOMIISIICS, CKOPO JIM BCE
Oymer roToBo K Tepee3qy B MockBy. O MockBe, TaBHBIM 00pa3om,
HanomuHanu [onropykue. ¥ HUX ObUIM CBOW TUTaHBI M, OYEBUAHO, YTO U
rocyaapp Bomien B Hux. Kak-ro, Ha OomnblioMm cOopuie, OH BO
BCEYCJIBIIIIAHUE TOJIKOBAI O TOM, 4TO MOCKBa XOpOWIMK TOPOJ M YTO
HaIpacHo Je/l COBCEM 3a0bL1 ee; B MOCKBE He XyJ0 MOKUTh Obl MOOJIBIIIE.
OTH croBa wuMIEparopa MPOU3BEIM CHJIBHOE BIICUATIICHHE: MHOTHE
BEJIbMOXHM  ObUIM  OYeHb  JOBOJBHBL.  IlerpoBckoro  mapaauza
HegomoOnuBan. TyT OBUIO CTONBKO HEYyHOOCTB: CTpaHa IedalibHas,
00J0THCTAs], BETPHl CUIIBHBIE AYIOT, XOJIOAHBIE; POIOBBIE JTEPEBHU AJIEKO,
TPYAHO NOCTABIISITH BCE HEOOXOAMMBIC 3amachl, a B MOCKBE 4Upe3BBIYANHO
XOpOIIO, CTapoe, POAHOE, HArpeToe MECTO — M IMOMECThE HX OJM3KO
OTTyJla, BCE JIErKO AocTarh. Ho ueMy pagoBaiuch pycCKHE BEIBMOXKH, OT
TOTO MPUXOJUIIU B yKac Bce, KOMy Jopora Obuia HoBast Poccus u 3aBeThl
NoKoWHOro mmmeparopa. B mepeesne B MockBy Bujaenu 3a0BeHHE e
IletpoBbiX, ymameHue or EBpomsl, npenckassiBanu mnaaeHue Poccun,
BO3BpAIllEHUE K CTapbIM MOpsAJIKaM, K MpexHeMmy BapBapcTBy. Ilymie Bcex
Oosuicst aToro OapoH AHapei MBanoBuu. Bcemu cumamu B pasroBopax
CBOMX C UMIIEPATOPOM CTapajiCsi OH €r0 HacTpamBaTh TakK, YTOOBI OH BHUJIEI



B MOE3/KE TOJIBKO HEOOXOIMMOCTb, TI0O CTAPOMYy OOBIUaI0, KOPOHOBATHCS B
Mockse, 4TOObI OH HE 3a0bl1 O HACTOATEJILHOW HYKJI€ BEPHYTbCS CHOBA B
[lerepOypr, moTOMy 4YTO OTCIOa TOJIBKO M MOXHO YIpaBisaTh Poccueil.
IOHBIN umMIIEpaTop BHUMATEJIBHO BCIYLIMBAJICA B  CIIOBA  CBOETO
Bocrutarens. Auapeit IBaHOBUY TOBOPHII TakK yOETUTEIBHO, TaK Pa3yMHO,
HO Bciea 3a AnapeeM MBaHoBuueM siBisumMch Jlonropykne — Aliekcen
I'puropseBud u MBan AjiekceeBrY, U TOKE OYEHb KPACHOPEYMBO U PA3yMHO
OMMUCHIBAJIN MPEJIECTH MOCKOBCKOW KU3HHU.

Haxonen, B Hauane sHBaps 1729 roga nBop Beiexam B MOCKBY.
OxuBuNIack MOCKOBCKas JOpOra, 1o HEW ABHHYJIMCH I[yTOM OTPOMHBIE
CaHU, OKPBITHIE KOKEN KMOUTKH C TEIUIBIMA MEXOBBIMH MOJIOCTIMHU.

VYHBUIBIE MECTHOCTH TSAHYIWCHh c3aau U cnepeau. Co Bcex CTOPOH
JOpPOTH TOYHO ObUIM CHE)KHBIE MYCTHIHU; M3PEAKa MOMaJauCh XWKUHBI U
aepeBeHbku. OOHM Jeca Hapyllaiu 3Ty IUIOCKYI0 OeclpenenbHOCTh, U
CTOSUIM DTH JIeCa, KaK BOMCKO BEJIMKAHOB, IIOKPBITBIE CHEIOM U UHEEM, U
MaJICHbKHI UMIIEpATOp MISAEN HA HUX — M Ka3aJIOCh €MY, YTO OHU TPO3ST
CBOMMM MOXHATbIMH pyKaMH. BOT HOYb IPOXOOUT: TMOYTH BCE CIST B
LIapCKOM Moe3ae. TonbKO OHOMY HMIEPATOpPy HE CHUTCA: 3aKyTaBIIKCH B
CBOIO TEIUIY0O MEXOBYIO MIyOy, MPUKPBIBIIUCH MEIBEXKbEH IMOJIOCTHIO,
IJAAAT OH CHOBAa HAa JTUX BEJIIMKAaHOB, M BCE IPO3HEEC M TAWHCTBEHHEE
MAIllyT OHM €My HaBCTPEYy MOXHATBIMHM pyKamu.«/la 3a 4TO X OHH MHE
I'PO3ST, — CKBO3b IOIYAPEMOTY IyMAaeTCs HUMIIEparopy, — 4YTO s UM
caenan?«W 3a0biBaeT OH O HMX, M JyMaeT O TOM, YTO OXHJIAET €ro B
Mockse: kakue Becenbsa.«Her, Annapeir VBaHoBHMY HE mpaB, a MpaBbl
Jlonropykue, — 3a4em 3To Aeayuika BeicTpou [lerepOypr Ha TakoM MecTe,
3aueM yexan oH u3 Mocksel?! B Mockse nydnie, fa U BCerza napyu pycckue
B Mockse xuin. MockBa ctapblif, pOIHOU TOpOA, U sI TaM KUTh Oyay». 1
IIPEACTABIAETCA UMIlepaTopy MOCKBa — XOTh OH M HUKOTAA HE BUIAI €€
— NPEICTABISAECTCS TaMOIIHSSA XU3Hb B BOJIILIEOHOM, CKa304HOM BHzie. OH
OTKpPBIBAET IV1a3a — M OIATH IIEpEe]] HUM JICASHbIE BEIUKAHbI, U OIIATh OHU
€My I'pO3sITCsl; BOT OyATO BBICTYIHJIM OHU CO BCEX CTOPOH JIOPOTH, OYyJITO HE
IyCKAIOT BIIEPENl €ro HapcKui moes3n. EMy naxe CHbIHUTCS B JIEASHOM
MOJYaHUM Mopo3HoM Houm:«Hazan, Hazan, He nyctum!.»«UHUTo XK, OHHM
CrOBOPWJIMCh, YTO JH, ¢ AnHzapeem /BaHoBHYEM WM 1Ipopodar
HenoOpoe?..«M BApYr Kak-TO CTpalIHO CTAaHOBUTCS €MY: APOXb IMpoOeraer
[0 €ro 4JjeHaM, IUIOTHEE 3aKyThIBAETCS OH B CBOK IIyOy, HO JIpOXKb HE
IIPOXOJNT. ..



Ha npyroit nensb, noabesxas k TBepu, coBceM paz00iescs UMneparop.
PeilieHO OBLIO 3/1€Ch OCTAHOBUTHCA HA HECKOJIBKO JHEW, JKJaTh €ro
BBI3JJOPOBIICHUA.

A B 31O Bpems Haj [leTepOyprom HOCHUIICS XOJOAHBIN TyMaH. YHBLUIO U
CyMpadyHO OBLIO MO OmycTeBIIUM yiuiaM [leTpoBckoronmapaansa»: HET
MPEKHETO OXKUBJICHMSI, KaK OyITO U HUKOTZIA €r0 U HEe OBbIBAJO, U CEBEPHBIN
JOTBIA MOPO3 3aCTyAWJI TaK €II€ HEIaBHO KHUIIEBIIYIO JKM3Hb, YIOXKHI Ha
BEUHBIM COH BCE€ XuBo€. MomuuT, He MmenoxHercs Hesa mmpoxas,
3aKOBaHHasl JIbJIOM U MOOEJEBIas; TPYCTHO TOpYaT MAa4Thl HEJIOCTPOCHHBIX
KOpabJel; OCTAHOBWIKCH IO MIUPOKUM YIIUIAM HEJIO/ICIaHHBIE TTOCTPOMKH;
[IApCKHE Cajbl 3alepThl U TOJIbIC, AEPEBbI UX TOXKE TOpYAT KAK MauThl, U
TOJIBKO BOPOHBI MHOW pa3 HAPYLIAOT CBOUM KapKaHbEM WX THUIIUHY
HEBO3MYTUMYIO. 3aKOJIOYEHBI CTABHU JBOPIIOB, JOMa BEJIBMOXK 3aKOJIOUEHBI
— COBCEM MEPTBOE, COHHOE HAPCTBO. UTO K, HEYKENU U BOPSIMb HE HYKEH
BECh 3TOT MPAYHbIA HEJOCTPOCHHBIA TOPOJ, BocCTaBIIUi u3 6onora?! Bot
3UMHSISI HOYb HAJIBUTAE€TCAd HAa HEro, U €Ile MEpPTBEHHEE, HEBO3MYTHUMEE
CTAHOBUTCS TUIIIMHA, U KAKETCS 3TOT TOPOJl KAaKUM-TO TIPU3PAKOM, OYIITO U
HET €ro COBCEM, OYyATO OH TOJIbKO COH — MPUYYJIUBBI COH OOTrarbIps
3eMJIM PYCCKOM, 0€3BpEeMEHHO 3acHYyBIIIEro Ha Oepery HeBbl, B KaMeHHOM
HOBOM cobope...



YACTDb BTOPAS

3UMHHE SICHBIE M MOPO3HbIE JTHHU cTosiii Haj MockBoil. ['ycro
BBINIABIIMNA CHEr 3aKyThiBajl €€ W OJecTen W MepeuBajcsi Ha COJHIE.
[TokpbITBIE MHEEM, CTOSUIM JEPEBbSI Cal0B MOCKOBCKHX, JIECOB W POIIl,
OKpY>KaBIIIMX CO BCEX CTOPOH MEPBONPECTONBHYIO cTonully. Pexka Mocksa
U3BUBaJach TBEPJOIO, OeIoil Joporod M MO HEM B3ajg W BIEpEN
nepedupancs Nenuin JIroa U TAHYJIUCh MHOTOYUCIIEHHbBIE 0003bl. 3a0bITast U
3aTuxiias B TocieAHuE Troabl MOCKBa CHOBa OXHUBHWIACh; B HEH
oOHapyxxuiioch HeoObryaitHoe npmxeHue. K TBepckoil 3actaBe TO U 1eio
MoABE3KAIU KypbepCKUE TpOMKM; B Kpemie M BO ABOpPLAX HEMELKOU
CJI000/IbI JIeTIaNiCh MPUTOTOBJICHUSI K TPUEMY UMIIepaTopa U aBopa. BecTsb
00 WMIIEpaTOPCKOM TMpUE3/Ie yKe obJseTesaa BeCh TOpOJ: MEpeaaBanoch
M3BECTHUE, YTO JBOP YXKE€ BbIEXall, YK€ Ha JIOPOTe; MOTOM BIPYT NPYroe
u3BecTue — umneparop 3abonen B Teepu. Ilpomno HecKonbko JHEH,
TOBOPWIM: BbI3AOPOBEN M efeT. Ho B oknmaHuu TOPKECTBEHHOTO BbHE3/IA
ra3a >KUTEelIed MOCKOBCKMX M MX YIIM OOpamajiuch K OJHOW U3 OKpauH
ropoza, k 6epery MocKBbI—peKkH, Ha KOTOPOM BO3BBIIIANACH, 32 IIUPOKUM
noJjieM, CTapuHHas ooutenb — HoBomeBuunii MOHACThIph. MOHACTHIPH 3TOT
nocTpoeH eme B 1524 roxy Benukum kHs3em Bacunumem MBaHoBHuYeM, B
naMmsTh MoOebl HaJl Ka3aHCKUMM TaTapaMu Tpu peke CBusizu. C Tex mop
3Ta OOWTENb HUKOIAA HE 3a0blBajlach IIEIPOTAaMH LApPEHd U BCSKOTO
PYCCKOT'O JII0/1a; HO OCOOCHHOE 3HAUYE€HUE U M3BECTHOCTh MPUOOpEia OHA C
TOrO0 BpeMEHH, Kak ciofa Oblja 3arodyeHa mapeBHa Codbs AJieKceeBHA.
Tenepr TP MOHACTBIPE CYIIECTBOBAJI MPUIOT IS COAEPKAHUA
MOAKHUJIBIIIEH — OCCIPU30PHBIX JIEBOYEK, M HUX OBLIO 0Oojiee JBYXCOT
natuaecatTi. OHM BOCIUTHIBAIIUCh B MOHACTBIPE MOJ HAJ30pOM MOHAXHHb
10 COBEpILICHHOJIETHUS, OOY4YaJuCh MPSAACHUIO TOJJIAHJACKUX HHUTOK H
IJICTEHUIO KpyXkeB. MexIy UuX YUYUTEJIbHUIIAMH OBLUIO HECKOJBKO,
BbINMCaHHbIX [leTpoM BennkuMm, nuromMuly 3 6pabaHTCKUX MOHACTBIPEH.

B a1y ke oOuTens HeJaBHO NepeBe3eHa Oblila MHOKUHS EiieHa, BceMu
JaBHO T03a0bITasi W BIPYr Kak Obl BOCKpEcCIIasi, BAPYr 3acTaBHUBIIAsS



ropoputh 0 cebe. Temepp oHa Obula yXe He UWHOKMHS EineHa: ee
Ha3bIBUIN»BENUKaA rocyaapbiHs EBnokus degopoBHa». Tuxo, TEMHBIM
BEUEPOM, IPHUEXAJIAa OHA U3 CBOETO 3aTOYCHMS: HUKTO W HE 3HAJ, KaK 3TO
obuto. Temeppb ke OHa MepecTana CKPbIBaThCs; JJIsl HEE, MO MPHKa3y M3
[TerepOypra, oTaenany MOMEIIEHUE B OHOM M3 MOHACTBIPCKUX CTPOCHHH,
HaIIPpaBO OT INIaBHBIX BOPOT. Eil OT1aBannch BCEBO3MOXKHBIE ITIOUYECTH.

MockoBckur JiroA BajoM Banuil B HoBoaeBuuwWii, TOJBKO YTO
pazmaBalicsi YTPEHHUN WM BEUYEPHUN KOJIOKOJI, BCEM XOTEIOCh B3IVISIHYTH
Ha CTapylo LapHUILy, BBIHECIIYIO CTOJIBKO ropsi U YHUKEeHUH. Bee 3Hanu, 4ro
OHa HE TPOMYCKaeT IEPKOBHBIX CHyk0. Jlroau, KTO TmMOBUAHEE U3
CTApOKHUIIOB MOCKOBCKHUX, €3AWJIM K HEM HAa NMOKIOH, HO PEAKO KOTO OHA
MIPUHUMAJIA. . .

Hactymmn yxe paHHU 3UMHUM Beuep; MOOJeIHET PO30BBIM CBET HA
3amajie; Majo-TIOMajly 3aXIIKUCh 3BE3/lbl, MEPHO OTOMBAIM Yachl Ha
kosiokosibHE HoBoZIeBMUbEro MOHACTHIps. Pa3gancst nepBhlil 3ByK KOJIOKOJIA.
Tonmel memero Jiroga U BO3KH HA TOJO3bSIX CO BCEX CTOPOH CHEHaT IO
JleBuubeMy TOJIFO K OOWTENHU, TaK YTO €CJIM Obl BCEX BIYCTUThH B IIEPKOBB,
TO HE XBaTWJO Obl B HeW Mecta. HO BOT ye HECKOIBKO JAHEH KaK MOYTH
HHUKOTO HE ITyCKaJIK B MOHACTBIPCKUE BOPOTA, U MPHUILECAIINE U IPUESKUE C
MEYAJIbHBIM HEJOYMEHUEM BO3BpAallaJIUCh BOCBOSICHM, HE YBHUJIAB CTapoOH
LApHIIbIL.

JlomxkHa Oblla Yy HayaTbCs BCEHOIIHAS: MOHAXWHU M MHUTOMIIBI
CTAaHOBWJINChH pPSAIaMH 32 BBICOKUMH YETBIPEXYTOJbHBIMH KOJIOHHAMU,
MOAACPKUBABIIMMHU CBOJIBI XpaMa, HO CBAIICHHUK €II€ HE HaYMHAI
MOJIMTBBI: KOTO-TO, OYEBHUIHO, XKJIaJKM. HakoHEI HECIBIITHO OTBOPUIHCH
TSKEJIbIE LIEPKOBHBIC JBEPHU, BEIIME B KPBITYIO Tajepero, W IMoKazanaach
cTapueckas (purypa B MOHAIIIECKOW OJIekK]Ie, BEAOMAas JByMSI MOYTEHHBIMU
MarepsiMu. ITo Oblia nHOKUHA Enena. Boiifs B 1iepkoBb, OHa 0CBOOOMIA
CBOI0 TMPABYK) pPYKy C BHUCEBIIMMM HA HEW YETKAMU U IPUHSAIACH
KpecTUThCs. [71a3a ee ObLIM OMyIIEHBI, TOHKHE, HECKOJIBKO BITABIIHE TYOHI,
HIenTaid MOJUTBY. MEIJEHHO Mpoluia OHAa Ha BO3BBIIIEHHOE MECTO,
BCETAAa 3aHMMAEMO€ HI'YMEHbEH, a TEnepb IMPEIHA3HAYCHHOE I HOBOWM
MOHACTBIPCKOM >KWIMIBI. MOHaXWHU, TMpUBEAIINE €€, TIyOoko eu
MOKJIOHWJIUCh U CcTanu noojasib. Havanmace BceHomHas. CTapylika ceiyac
K€ OIYyCTUJIACh HA KOJICHW W MNPUHSIIACH TOPSTY0 MOJUTHCS, BCKUIbIBAS
OONBIIMMU, €II€ SICHBIMA U >KHUBBIMHU IJla3amMu Ha 00pa3 boropoauirsl,
BOKpPYT' KOTOPOTO TEIJIMIUCh OecuuclieHHbIe Jammnaabl. O4eBUAHO, HU Ha



KOTO W HM Ha 4TO He oOpainasna BHUMaHusi Epnokust denopoBHa U ropsiio
MOJIMJIaCh; HO BOT OHA MOAHSJIACH C KOJIEH, C€lIa B KPECIO0, MOKPBITOE
JIOPOTOM MapU€Io, U 0CTaJach HEABMKMUMA. E€ pyKH OMyCTUIIMCh HA KOJICHH,
OHa, HE OTPBIBASICh, CMOTPEJIA BCE HAa TOT K€, OBIBIINI Mepel Heto, 00pas,
HO MBICIIA €€ HOCWIMCh JaJIeKO. Termepb, B 3TOM THUXOM MPUCTAHULIE,
OOpETEeHHBIM €0 TOCJE JOJITUX, OCCKOHEYHO IONTHX JIET MYYUTEIbHOU
KU3HU, HEBOJbHO 000 MHOTOM MPHUXOJWJIOCH TOAyMaTh IApPHIIE:
1M03a0bIThIC MBICIIH, T03a0BbIThIE YYBCTBA MNPUXOJWIU €M B TOJIOBY U
CTy4aJucCh B CEpIIIE.

Tuxasi, TOp>KECTBEHHasi OOCTaHOBKA; IIOYTH HEYJIOBHUMBIE 3BYKH
IIEPKOBHOTO XOpa; TEIUIbIM, JIACKAIOIIUK CBET JaMIIaJ; JIMKU CTAPUHHBIX
WKOH; TyIIHCTas arMocdepa, paziauBaeMas o0IakaMy XOJAIIETO 10 IEPKBH
JajaHa; TOJHAs W OnaroroBeiHas THUIIMHA — BCE JTO eIie OOoJbIie
[IOMOraji0 LAPULE YXOAUTh B MHUP NPOLICAIIErO, BCA JOJras >XKU3Hb
BCIIOMHMHAach eid. BOT oHa MOMHUT ce0si MOJIOAOK JICBYIIKOW B CTapoM,
OTIIOBCKOM, MOCKOBCKOM Jome. OHa W HE TPE3UT HUKOIJa O TOM, YTO
CIIy4YMTCS C HEHO, OHA HE Ilapulla U HE IapeBHa, a mnpocto JlonmyxuHa —
OosippiiHsg. OTel] ee CTapUHHOTO poja M CTapblXx IpaBuil. Beipocia
EBnoxus ®degopoBHa B YETHIPEX CTEHAX CBOErO JEBUYBETO TEPEMA;
BBIHSHUWIA €€ HSHIOMIKU Ja MAMYIIKW, HE MNPUXOAWIM K HEW YUHUTENs
3aMOPCKUE, HE TPYAUIIU €U TOJIOBY Pa3HBIM YUYEHUEM: MOMPOCTY, IO—PYCCKU
BOCIIMTANach OHA M BbIpocia. lIpomuio na€eTcTBO, HACTYNWIA TOMBI
neBuyecTBa. HSHIOMIKM M MaMyIIKW CTajdd €€ 3axBajuBaTh, HE WHAUe
Ha3bIBAIM €€ KaK 30JI0TOM KpacaBUIECH; CYIWJIA €M BCSKOTO CYACThA
BUAMMO—HEBUINMO: CYJIWJIM K€HUXA 3HATHOTO Ja KpacuBoro. M pamocTHO
ciayliajga OHa WX JbCTHBBIA IIEMOT, YACTEHBKO CTaja NISAETHCS B
3epKajblie, CypMHUJIa CBOM OpOBH COOOJIMHBIC, PYMSIHUJIA HEXXHBIE IICKHU.
Koca y Hee HmKe mosica, IBIIIHBIA CTaH, MOJHBIC PyKH, Oella, YTO MEepPBBIi
cHer BwimaBmmii. M ckopo, ckopo ybeamnacy Epmoxust demopoBHa, yuTO
HSHIOIIKK M MaMyIIKW MPaBbl, YTO OHA TOYHO BBIILIA KpacaBulla, CTaja
3aTyMBIBaThCSl U O CBOEM CY)KECHOM, MPEJICTaBIsAIa €ro ce0e B IEBUUECKUX
rpe3ax.«3HaTHbI Jla KpPacHUBbI», — TOBOPUJIM HSHIONIKK, KOHEYHO,
JIOJKEH OH OBITh 3HATHBIM M KPACUBBIN, 32 MHOTO U HE BbIAAAYT Jlomyxuny
OospbiHIO. HO HM JIbCTUBBIE BOCHUTATEIBHUIIBI, HU camMa OOSIPHILIHS
HUKOT/IA Y B TIOMBICJIaX HE UMEJIH, KAKOW )KEHUX € TOTOBUTCA. A B T€ TIOPHI
rocygapeiHa  mapuua  Haranes  KupuimoBna  mpumerniia  CBOMM
MaTrepuHCKUM OKOM EBnokuro DenopoBHY, U 3aMBICIMIIA OHA B3STh €€ B



KEHBI CBIHY €IMHOMY, ChIHY JIIOOMMOMY, Tocynapro [lerpy AnekceeBuuy. He
mobuna unapuiia Haranes KupuuioBHa OTKIQAbIBaTh B JIOATHM  SIIIUK
3aJyMaHHOTO €K Jeja: ChIHOK Ha BO3pacTeé — IMOpa €My KEHUThCH,
HEJIAJIHO, YTO TOCYHaph XOAMUT XOJIOCT, — HE JKEHAT, Ja U BHYKOB YK
XOTEJIOCh Lapuue. Yropopwia oHa [lerpa AnekceeBuua, TOT HE BBILIEN U3
pPOIUTENBCKOM BONM, W BOT OospbiiHsA JlomyxuHa oOBsBIEHA IAPCKOM
HEBECTOM. J[pIM KOpoMBICTIOM cTOUT B JIomyxuHCKOM A0oMe, Bcsi MockBa Ha
MOKJIOH BaJIUT, HSHIOMIKK M MaMyIIKH YK M CJIIOB HE HaXOHST BEIUYaATh
CBOIO 30JIOTYIO KpacaBWILy; JIIOOMMBbIE MOAPYTH BCE TaK IMOUYTUTEIHHO U
YMUJILHO Ha HEE CMOTPST: pa3oM MOJIFOOUIIN €€ BO CTO pa3 MyIle MPEXKHETO.
Beceno u pagoctHO OosipbiiiiHe. locymapb—KEHUX [ISIAUT Ha Hee
MPUBETIIMBO; XOTh M PEIKO OHU BHISTCS, MO CTapbiM 00bI4asiM. PoGoCTh
HeMajiasi OepeT HEBECTy OT KCHMXOBA B3MNIsSIIa OPJIMHOTO; YyAeH OH e
OUYECHb, a CEPALE BCE K€ K HEMY TAK U PBETCSA — U HE IMIOTOMY TOJIBKO, YTO
OH TOCYyHapb, YTO CAENAET OH €€ LApHUIIE, BO3BEIAET HA BEPX 3E€MHBIX
MOYECTe, @ WU TMOTOMY, YTO MHCAaHBIM OH KpacaBell: POCTY BBICOKOIO,
MOJIOJIEI, OOTaThIph: TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI KYJIpPSMH Ha IUICUYM MaaaroT; OpoBU
HaJ IIa3aMy AyTOW CBOMSATCS, a IIa3a, — boxke Tbl MOW MUJIOCTUBBIN, —
I71a3a, YTO Y MOJIOAOTO cokona! Xopoll OH, YyJHO XOPOII, a BCE kKE KAK-TO
MPA HEM XKYTKO — U OISITH-TAKM HE MOTOMY, YTO OH TOCYyAaph U BIAJbIKA
3eMJIM, U HE MOTOMY Ja)e, YTO TOBOPST JIFOIH, OYJITO OH HPABOM KPYTEHEK,
ropsiy OOJIbHO, @ MOTOMY, YTO COBCEM HE MOXO0X Ha JPYTrMX MOJIOAIIOB,
kakux Bugana Epnokuss @enopoBHa: U TOBOPUT HE TaK, U HE O TOM JIyMAae€T;
BCE YUHUTCSA Jla YUUTCS, ce0sl He JKaJietouu, paboTaeT, Kak OyJITo U He 1aphb, a
MIPOCTON KPECThSIHUH, IO BCETO CaM JOXOAUTh XOUET, BCE CBOMMHU PyKAMU

nenarb TpoOyeT; Jaxe U PYKH y HEro He Iapckue — OOJIbIIKeE,
MO3OJIUCThIE, TPyObIe paboune pyKHu.
beicTpo uaer Bpemss — BOT U J€Hb, HAa3HAUYCHHBIM JIsi CBaJbLOBI,

CTpAlllHbIA, TOPKECTBEHHBIM JeHb. Bor m oH mnpomen, u EBnokus
®enopoBHa ctana mnapuied. YynHoe ObUTIO BpeMsi, CBETIbIE JHU, J1a CKOPO
OHM YJIETEJIU: TOCYAaph, CHaUajia JOOPHIA U JTACKOBBIM, HEXKHBIN, KaK TOIHKO
MOT OBITh OH HEXHBIM, BUJIMMO HaIlleJ, YTO HEe BEK MHJIOBATHCS MOJIOMIY C
MOJIOJION KEHOM, Topa OIAThH 3a JIEJI0 MPUHUMATHCS, 3a YEPHYIO BEIUKYIO
paboty. U yiren oH B cBOIO paboTy, U M0 LEJIBIM JHSIM 0€3 HeTr0 0OCTaBalach
Mosnonas mapuna. CKydHO €M CTajio, Havyajga OHa »kajoBarbes Haranbe
KupunnoBue, a ta mackoBo cmeercs.«llocToil, morogu, — TrOBOPUT, —
CKOpPO CKy4aTh IEpecTaHellb, OyaeT apyras y Teos 3adotal« sBuiace 3ta



3a0ota, crtana marepbto EBpokuss ®denopoBHA, pOAMIICS y HEE CHIHOK,
napeBuy Anekceit [lerpoBruy. Monozgoii rocynaps ObUT paoCTeH: TIPUXOIUIT
U 3anbIBall B KOJBIOEIBKY HOBOPOXKJIEHHOIO, W CKIIOHSJICA HAaJl 3TOU
KOJIBIOENIBKOM, M YNBIOAJICS MaJ€HbKOMY MAJIBYHKY, LIEKOTAJI €r0 CBOUM
rpyobiM  manbleM.« b KpOXOTHBIM, BBIpacTaii  MOCKOped, Oyab
pabOTHUKOM — MHE MTOMOIIIHUKOM!» — IIIeNTaiu ero ryOsbl.

Koneuno, pebeHok Opan MHOTO BpEMEHU Yy LApHIIbI, pa3BlieKall ee,
3aHUMaJ U 3a00THII, HO BCE e OCTaBaJIaCh OHA HEIOBOJILHOIO JIOJITUMHU Ja
4acThIMU OTIIyuykamu rocyaaps llerpa AnekceeBuya u He pa3 BCTpeyasa €ro
*ajno0aMH Ha CBOE OJUMHOYECTBO, Clie3aMU Ja poOKMMH monpekamu. U
CABUTAINCH OT CJIOB 3THX M CJI€3 T'YyCThbI€ LIAPCKUE OpOBH, MOTYAI OH H
BBIXOJIWJI OT KEHbI XMYPBIA U HEAOBOJIbHBIN.

Ycranplid, 3amblIEHHBINA, C HOBBIMH MO3OJISIMH Ha pabO4YuX pyKax
BO3BpallaJICd OH JJOMOH OTIOXHYTh HEMHOI'O; XOPOILIO Obl BCTPETUTH KEHY
BECEJION, XOpolIo ObUIO OBl MOBEATh €1 BCe, UTO C/AENIaHO; MoJyMaTh Mpu
HEel 0 TOM, YTO HYXXHO CJIeJIaTh; paccKazarh 00 yclexe Kakoro-HuOynb jAela
Y YBUJIETb COYYBCTBHE U PAIOCTh MPHU BECTH O TAKOM YCIEXE — M HUYETO
3TOro He BcTpedan y cebs noma Iletp AnekceeBuu. Mosonast keHa
BBIXO/IWJIa K HEMY HaBCTpedy HEBECEeNo, Oe3yyacTHO Ciyliaja €ro
pacckasbl M 4acTO JaXe He MIOHUMaa, 3a4€M OH TaK O TOM-TO J1a U O TOM-TO
3a00TUTCS, K YEMY 3TO HY>KHO.

— DX, BCE 3TH HOBBIE 3aMOPCKHE XWTPOCTH, — TOBOpWJIA OHA, —
HUYEro Toro Jompex y Hac Ha Pycu He Obuio, a xunock BceM u3psanHo. K
yeMy >K HOBIIECTBA, XU Obl MO—CTApOMY, KaK HMCKOHU KHUBalU IapH
BEJIMKHE, HE TPYAUJ Obl CBOMX LIAPCKUX PYYEK, CBOIO TOJOBY HE JIoMas Obl
HaJl MyCTHIMU 3aMOPCKUMHU HayKaMH, Ja Tfodyamie Obl C XKEHOW ObLI,
nocepjieyHee JlacKasl Obl €€, a TO YTO 3TO TaKO€ — HWHOW pa3 yHIenlb He
MPOCTUBIIUCK. 30J0TOM MOH, 000 MHe noaymait! CkyuHo MHe 0e3 TeOs, a
Y M0 3aKOHY HENaJHO OHO BBIXOJUT. [ 1€ 3TO BUIAHO, YTOOBI MYX C KEHOMH,
ITOYNTal, YTO COBCEM M He XWiH! YHaelmb Tl — Bce cae3bl 1 0e3 Teds
BBIIIJIAYY, JCHEYEK MHE Ka)KETCs 3a TOJI0YEK. . .

W naumHana 1oiakaTe HApuLa, U C KaXIbIM JHEM BCE CyMpayHee U
cyMmpayHee ctaHoBuics [letp ArnekceeBrud, BCe HETEPIEIUBEE €€ CIIylIal.
WNHoM pa3 HE BBIIEPKUT OH — XJIOIHET 110 CTOJY PYKOH.

— OX, ABIOTbSI, HAIOE€TTM MHE TBOU BEUYHBIE CJIE€3bI, 1JI T€O0S TOJIBKO U
CBETY, UTO B 3TOM OKOIIKE, HY & MHE 3TO OKOIIKO ThbMOI KPOMEIIHOIO
Kaxkercd. [[yllIHO MHE B UeThIpEeX CTEHAX CUAETh, C TOOO HEMHOTO BBICHIKY.



PabGorate Hamo, ABIOThA, a, KaXHCh, HE TOKMO YTO OJHOM >XKHU3HU
YeJIOBEYECKOM, @ U COTHM >KM3HEW HE XBAaTUT HAa TaKyl padoTy, Kakas
repeao MHOM!

— MHoOro yX Thl O4€Hb pabOTHI ceO€ BBIIYMBIBACIIb, 30JI0TOM MO,
I7ie 9TO BUAAHO, 4TOO rocynaps Tak padotan. Uto 310 3a rocyaapb, caM OH
Y IUIOTHHUK, U MaCTEpOBOI!..

— OX, TO-T0, TO-T0! — MpauHo 3amedan [letp AliekceeBUY: MHOTO,
00JIbHO, CMBICTUIIEL THI B MOEH padore. ..

W yiiger oH mpodb, XMypbI U HEINACKOBBIM, a BCJE €My CIBIIIATCS
JNOKYYHBIC )KCHUHBI CIIC3bI.

— Yt0, HMKaK OIATh ¢ ABIOTHIOIIKOM MOB3I0pWI? — TOBOPUT [leTpy
Aunekceesnuy napuna Haranes KupuiinosHa.

— Hukorna s ¢ HEM HE B3IOPO, MATYIIKA, & KUTh OHA MHE HE JAET
CBOMMHU CJI€3aMHM; HY, a cama, 4ai, 3Haellb Thl, YTO C JCTCTBA HE JIIOOIIO 5
cle3 3TUX, J1a M KTo ux jgoout! JXuTh Xouy 5, a ¢ HEIO 3TO COH KaKOH-TO,
OYIIA 3aMUpPAHUE. DX, PAHO Thl MEHS KEHUJIA, MaTYIIIKa!

Kauaer romosorw u 3agymeiBaercs Haranbs KupwiuioBHa:«BuuHo, u
BIIPSIMb PaHO JKEHWIA, a TO, MOXET, U HEBECTY IUI0OXO BbIOpana!.. Jla rue
OBLJIO CHICKATh €My MOAXOJAIIYI0 HeBeCTy? OH UTO OTOHb, 32 HUM HUKTO HE
MOCTIEET.

Nnet crapas ctapyxa u yTelIaeTcs Ha BHYKa, U BCAYECKH YCIIOKAUBAET
HEBECTKY: COBETyeT €W He IUIakaTh I[epel TocylapeM, a ObITh
Becenon.«Huuero He BO3bMEINIb Cl€3aMH, TOJBKO XYK€ CJHENaclllb,
OTTOJIKHENIb OT cedst Myxa». Ho He ciymaercs MyapbhIX MaTepUHCKHUX
coBeToB EBnokus @enopoBHa — HE TAKOW Yy HEE XapaKTep, CTOUT OHA Ha
CBOEH TpaBze. B 3ToM 1paBe BocnuTalaa €€ poaHas MaTyIllKa, HIHIOMIKA U
MaMyIIIKU B 00sipcKkoM JIOITyXUHCKOM TepeMe.

A Bpems uzet: xano0 u cie3 Bce Oosblie U OoJiblle, BCE NajblIe U
JAJIbIIIE Pa3pacTacTCa MPOIACTh MEXIY MYKEM U keHou. COBCEM Terepb
HE TOHATh UM JPYT APYrd, TOJIBKO M CHOKOEH MOJOIOW LAph BAAIU OT
KEHBI, BBIHOCUTh HE MOXET €€ NpUYUTaHuU. [I[pOTUBHBI CTAHOBATCS €My €€
CJie3bl, UHOM pa3 OOUTCS OH, YTO HE COBJIAJAECT C COOOIO Jla MOYYUT €€
XOPOIIEHbKO, MO—CTapuHHOMY. HenoOphie MBICIM MPUXOAST MHOM pa3 B
rosioBy Iletpy AnekceeBudy, U CUIAT OHU B HEM BCE YIIOPHEE — HE YXOJISIT;
a YWAyT, TaKk cerdac K€ U OIATh BO3BpaILaOTCSa.«HYTO 3TO 3a KeHa, —
IyMaeTCsl EMY, — TOJIBKO KU3Hb MHE OTPABJISIECT; HUKAKOM MHE PagoOCTH —
oJlHa TOcka Aa jgocana! Monon u HepazymMeH ObUI s, KOIJla MEHS Ha Heu



AKEHWIH, 1a BEIAb W KEHWIM, a HE CaM S KCHWJICS, HEYXKTO X TaK U MHE
IpornajaTh M3-3a MarymkuHod omuOku? I[loTepruiio eimie roauk, a eciu
OyzeT Bce TO ke, Tak He B3bIU, ABIOThI DeOpOBHA — HE yMeEellb ObITh
[apulieii, Tak, aBOCh, CyMeelllb ObITh MOHAXWHEH, MOU Jia CBOU TPEXH
3aMaJuBaThy.

Ox, mopa Obuia, mopa B3ATbcs 3a pasym EBmokue denoposHe,
XOPOIIEHBKO MY>Ka—Tocyaapsi MOHSTh, YTO HU € ¢ HUM OOpOThCs, HE ei
U3MEHSTh €r0 XapakTep, €ro KpenkKyl BOJIIO, a Lapulla U HE JyMaeT 00
3TOM, BCE€ Ta €, Ja €le W TOro Xyxe. Haluumce yCiIyKIuBbIE
MPUSTEIbHUIBI, MIENHYIA € HOBOCTh:«Thl 4TO, MOJ, LIApUIA, AyMAaellb,
TaK, MOJI, I0O—TBOEMY, HE0OCh, TOCyaph U HE DISAUT 0€3 TeOs HU Ha OJHY
KpacaBHIly, & OH M KpacaBHIly ceOe Hallell, U ¢ Hell eMy He CKy4HO!»

Csery He B3Bujaena EBpokusa denopoBHaA, 3akdmena B €€ CEpIle
Jr0Tass PEBHOCTh. HaknHynacb OHa Ha My)Ka C HOBBIMHM YIIPEKaMH, C
HoBbIMU ciie3amu. Hy, u He BeiHeC [letp AnekceeBud — u napuina EBnokus
®enopoBHaA crana MHOKMHENW EneHon. M HUKTO 3a HEe HE 3aCTyNuICs, HE
HAIIUIOCh HU OJHOTO JpPYyra, BCE OTIIATHYJIHWCH OT MOKHHYTOM >KEHBI, OT
OBIBIIIEH CBOEH HAPUIIBI.

Tspkkoe MOpUIILUIO BpeMsi: OTOpPBaJid €€ OT BCEro €l OIu3Koro u
JIOPOrOro, OTOPBAIU U OT ChIHA, IPAXOM PAa3JIETEIOCh HEJABHEE BEIIMYME. ..
YeTblpe CTEHBI MpPAdyHOU KE€JbH, OJWH JI€Hb, KaK JpPyrol, B THUIIWHE
HECHOCHOM, Ta K€ MOJIUTBA C yTpa JI0 HOYH, TO K€ LIEPKOBHOE IIEHUE, TE KE
JaMITafibl Mepel MKOHAMHU, TOT ke Jiagad!.. PBamack n mMeTanach B MEPBOE
BpeMs Iapulla, Jlake PyKHd Ha ceOs HaJOXKUTh XOTeJa, JAa HE PelIniach:
rpexa nobosinack. [TotoM mpoOoBaia MOJNUTHLCA, CTOSIa HA KOJEHSAX, HO U
MOJIUTBA HE JAeiicTBOBajia. byiieBaio B Heil cep/lie, MOAHIIACH B HEl 37100a
Y HEHABUCTh: TO, YTO €III€ HEJAaBHO JIt000 ObLI0, TO onocThuIeNo. U mryboko
3arawia B JyII€ CBOEH 3Ty HEHABUCTh MHOKHWHS ElieHa M KOHIIa HE OBLIO
ATOM HEHABUCTU — TOJIBKO €0 OJJHOU M >KWJIa OHA, TOJIBKO €10 U MUTAIaCh.

B nmonrue OeccoHHblE HOYM MHOTO pa3HBIX YYJAOBHUINHBIX U
HEBO3MOXKHBIX IUJIAHOB CTPOMWJIA OHA, MECTH Kaxzaano ee cepaue. Ho uem
Obu10 oTMCTUTH ei? Tam cuia, TaM BOJiE — a y Hee PYKU CBSI3aHBI
paslaBiieHa OHa, KaKk 4YepBb, M OeccuiabHa. A BpeMs III0O B TOCKE U
OTUasiHUM, B MYyKax HEHABUCTH; TOAbl MPOXOAWIM, M yIUIa OBICTPO U
HEBO3BPaTHO MOJIOAOCTh. He nera cocrapuiu, a COCTapWIIM 4Yachl JIKOTHIE,
MOOJIEKIN PYMsIHBIE IIEKH, BBUIE3JIa KOca pycasi, MOSBWINCH CEJIbIe BOJIOCHI,
MOPIIUHKHU. YTO 32 KU3HB ObLJIa — /1a ¥ pa3Be MOKHO HA3BaTh KU3HBIO 3TO



HECHOCHOE, BEYHOE 3akitoueHue! Penko KTO HaBemian OBIBIIYIO LAPUILY,
PEAKO KOrO OHA BUAANA.

Ho Bce ke Hamiencss u y Hee Jpyr. IDToT Apyr Obul maiiop Creman
[e6oB. IlomHas HEHABUCTH W KaXIbl MECTH, MPUBSI3AIACh K HEMY H
nomobunia ero EBgokust @enopoBHa, ¥ I0JIT0 IIHIACH JTIOOOBH 9Ta. A TYT
BBIPOC U 1IapEBUY — HE 3a0bLI MaTe€pH, BpeMsi OT BPEMEHHU BHUJIEIICS C HEIO.
[lepen cbiHOM WHOKMHS EneHa BpUIMBajga BCHO CBOK Jylly; €MY
KaJloBaJlaCh OHA HAa CBOW JIIOThIE MYYEHHUS M HA CBOMX TOHUTENEH, €ro
BOOpY>Kajia OHA MPOTUB OTIIA, TOATOTOBIISISI ce0e B HEM BEPHOE U CTPAIIHOE
opyaue cBoen Mectd. HO OHa He OrpaHMyWiachk 3THUM, OHA CyMea,
HaKOHeIl, Ha0paTh ceOe MPUBEPIKEHIIEB U OCTOPOXKHO U MEJICHHO TOTOBUJIA
CBOM KOBBI. TONBKO HE Jaja el cyap0a JHOCTUTHYTH IENH: W300JIUYCHBI
ObLTH BCKOpe Bparu [1eTpoBel, Hauamoch JJIMHHOE TSKENIOe IO IIapeBrya
Anekces. ..

N Botr Enena omsatk omHa — ceIH noru0, moru® u I1eboB, u mmoruo
CTpaITHON, MyYUTEILHOU CMEPTHIO, MOCAXKEHHBIA Ha KOJI; a caMa ObIBIIas
[apuila, B COINPOBOXICHUU KApJUWIlbl, IOBapa W JABCHAAUATH COJAAT
ornpasiieHa B Jlagory, B YCIIEHCKUN MOHACTBIPb, TAE €€ CTAJIM COAEpPKaATh
IO, CaMbIM CTPOTHM HPUCMOTPOM, B HYXJIE€, TECHOTE U BCEBO3MOKHBIX
obunax. O, TyT OblIa COBCEM HE XKHU3Hb, a kKaropra. M mimummace 3Ta karopra
JI0 camMoro BolapeHus: Exarepunsl, pu KOTOPOU yKe OIpAXJIeBLIYIO Eneny
nepemectusii B IllnuccensOypr M M0OCTaBWIIM €i HEKOTOpbIE YIOOCTBa.
CrpamHo mnomymarh, dero Hareprienach EBmokuss denopoBHa. Bceem ee
oOmwxarh OBUIO BOJBHO, BCE HW3JICBAJIUCh HaJ HEI, YHMXAIU BCSIYECKH,
JUIIanM HeoOoxoauMoro. beiBanu AHU, HEACIH U MECSIIbI, YTO Kasjach OHA
nepes; borom B rpexax CBoMX M UCKPEHHO IMpU3HaBalia ceOs BUHOBHOM; HO
BCE K€ B KOHIIE MPOCHINTAIACH TMPEKHSAA TOPIOCTh, IPEKHUN IyX
CTPONTUBOCTH U YNPSIMCTBA, U CMOTpeJia UHOKMHS ElleHa Ha ce0st He nHaye,
KaK Ha My4YeHHUIly OC3BUHHYIO. ..

Bce 3T0 mpunoMuHamoch TeNEph CTapyllke, U Ja)Ke MOT XOJOIHBIN
BBICTYNAJI HA MOPIIMHUCTOM JIOy €€; OT HMHBIX BOCIIOMHUHAHHUM JPOXKb
npoberasa 1o JpsSxJjbiM €€ WiCHaM.

Bor oHa cHOBa ymaja Ha KOJIEHM M CHOBa AapKO MOJIUTCA TEpeN
MKOHOM boromarepu, HIIET CHACTUCh B O3TOW MOJIMTBE OT CTPAIIHBIX
MPU3PAKOB U HEBBIHOCUMBIX BOCIIOMUHAaHUN. CHOBAa KUIIUT U T'OPUT B HEU
CepALe, CHOBA JIFOThIE MYKH, CHOBA HEHABUCThH K TIOKOMHOMY . ..



«IIpoctu ero, boxe, ynokoi u MOMMWIyi», — MIENYYT €€ ryObl, HO
cepAlle He BTOPUT 3Toi MonuTBe.« Kak TOJIBKO HE ymepia s 10 CHX IOop,
KaK €Ill€ )KUBY Ha CBETE, — HEBOJbHO aymaeT EBpokus denopoBHa, —
CTOJIBKO BBIHECTH. .. boxke Mo, boxke! Beap mecTa )kuBOro B ayuie HETY, Ja
U TEJIO BCE pa3OUTO, BOT YK HOTU HE CIYIIAIOTCS, a BCE KUBY... BUnHO, Tak
HY>KHO, BUJHO, CMUJIOBaJICA bor M roToBUT, XOTh Ha KOHEI] THEH, CBETIYIO
JTOJTFO ! ..»

«/la 3auemM oHa MHE Temnepb?.. — C OTYAsTHUEM, €Ba HE TPOMKO
BCKpUKHYJa lLapuiia. — YTo Temnepb s mojenaro, €ciau O Jaxe BIACTh
MpuUIllia B MOU PYKH, Ha UTO s TTIOXOXKA U YTO MHE Tenepb HyxHO? [TocTens
OBl TOJIBKO MATKasl, 1a KycokK xjeda... A! CInUIIKOM MO3JHO... HE MHJIOCTh
TyT boxbs, a HOBast kapa. Ho HeT, HET, ele ecTh 3a4eM KUTbh, BEJlb OHU
KUBBI... OOUH ymep, Ipyror ocTaics, >KUBbI Bparu MOU JIFOThIE; BCE T€, KTO
103a0bl1 MEHsI, BCE T€, KTO OCKOPOJISLT MEHsI, KTO MEHsI Myuui. Bot 3auem
HAJI0 KUTh, BOT 3a4EM HYKHA BJIACTh: UX MOKAPATh, UX Ka3HUTh, HAJ HUMU
TEMEepPb NOCMEATHCA ! »

[opar m1aza mapuilbl, 371asi yCMeIlIKa KPUBUT €€ OJeJHbIe TYObl, U
BJIPYI OHA TOBEPraercsl OIMSITh HUIl MEpPe]l UKOHOW W ONATh HAYUHACT
MOJIUTHCS, CTapasich OTOTHATh OT ce0s Oeca—HMCKyCUTENIE — HO OTOTHAaTh
ero He MoxeT. OH SIBUJICS, OH 3aBJIaJieNl TENephb €10, e He M30aBUTHCS OT
HETO, U OH IIeMYeT el COOMa3HUTEIbHBIC PEUr U CHOBA PUCYET €l KapTHHBI
mieHus. HaGoneBmias gyiia ee pa3ropaercsi CHOBa, CHOBA PacCKPBHIBAIOTCS
cTtapple pasbl... Jla, OHAa JOMKHA OTOMCTHTh — HE YMPET IIOKa HE
HAacMEETCs HaJl HUMH... M ONATh oHa mmenuer:«/[a 3auem xe?! [lozgHo —
MHE HHUYero He Hazo!..«OH OnM3Ko Temnepb, ONU3KO 3TOT IOHBIM BHYK, ChIH
Aunekces, ¢ cecTporo, ¢ MasieHbkorM Harameii. OHa UX HUKOTJA HE BUJIAJIA,
HE 3Hana... BOT I dero eme MOXXHO OBIIIO OBl KHTh, BOT €IWHCTBCHHAS
OCTaromlascs e orpajia — JIIOUTh UX, MUJIBIX BHy4aT. PogHbie SBUIIUCK. ..
HUKOTJAa POJHBIX HE OBLJIO — BCE OCTABWIM, & TENEPh POJHBIE, ONHM3KHE,
KPOBHBIE JIETU €AMHCTBEHHOTO ChIHA, HECYACTHOTO MOTUOIero Ayexkces —
BOT 3aueM kuTh! Ho Bellb OTBBIKIIO OT JIFOOBU €€ Cep/ille — HakaeTcs Ju B
HEM CHOBAa MPEXHsS CHJIa, Ja U KAaK 3HaTh, ObITh MOXET, U JIIOOUTH-TO
npuaeTcs: 0e3Hae’)KHO — pa3Be OHM €€ MojodsaT, 3T BHydara? Kakas
Takas Oalyiika, OTKyda B3sulack? Y HuX Obula apyras 0OaOynika —
MMIIEpaTpuIla, a 3To 4To Takoe?.. JKankas, apsxmnas crtapyxa, U3My4deHHas,
JI0JITUE TOJIbI TOJOJIaBIiasi, 3a0polIeHHas1, 3a0bITasi, HECUaCTHAsi MOHAXUHS
— pa3Be OHU ee nomdaT Takyr?! OHa U OT JIOAEH-TO OTBBIKIIA, Yal, MO—



UXHEMY U CJIOBA CKa3aTh HE YMEET TaK; HOBbIE COBCEM JIIOAM, HOBBIC HPABHI,
bor 3HaeT kak u ropopst-to onu! U pa3Be koryma-HuOy/Ib XOTh OJIUH YEJTIOBEK
CKa3ajJ 3TUM BHyYaTaMm NIpo 0aOylIKky — a €ClIM U CcKazald KTO, TaK C
OpaHblO, C MPE3pEHHEM, C HEHaBUCTHIO. | 11 BOT Temepb, ¢ BOIapeHUEM
BHYKa, XOTh W BO3BpallleHa €l CcB0O0OJAa, a BeAb €Clih O TOYHO XOTEIU
BUJIETh, TaK TaBHO ObI YK K cebe B [leTepOypr Beimucamu.« MoxeT, mpueayT
Ja U OTBEPHYTCS OT MEHS, U KJIaTh MHE HOBBIX 00U U ockopOineHuit. Bor
TOT Hemel, 0apoH AHapeil MBaHblY, NMUIIET TakWe JIACKOBBIE MHUCHMA,
yBepseT, uto Ilerpyma gymaetr 060 MHeE, 3a00TUTCS U MEHA JIIOOUT — J1a
KaK MHE BEpUTh HEMIly, U3BEpUJIaCh s, HU OT KOTO HE XKy MpaBibl. A
XOTEJIOCh OBl MOMOOUTH UX, STUX JETOUEK—CUPOTOK, 0X! J/[aBHO HUKOTO HE
mobunal..»

Huwxe W HMKE OIMyCKAaeTCs ToJoBa CTApOM UApHUIIbI, TUXHUE CIE3bl
CTPYATCS 110 MOPIIMHUCTHIM IIIEKaM €€, U OHa pajia ITUM CJI€3aM... MHOTHE
rofibl YK He MpUXoamiu cinesbl.«boxe, Onarogapio Teds, — mienyer oHa. —
Maru IlpecBsitas boropoaunia, MuwioctuBas 3actynHunal» — W onsate
Cpeau ropsideii MOJIMTBBI SIBJISSIFOTCSI CTPAIIHbIE MPU3PaKH, U OMSATh 00pa3bl
MEpPTBBIX M JKUBBIX JIFOIEH MPOXONAT Tepen riazamMu. VI MepTBBIM HeET
MPOIICHUSI B CEpAle IapHuIlbl, a Ha >KUBBIX KJIMYET OHA THeB boxuii, u
BEJIMKA €€ BpaxkJa K HUM. U KIISTHETCS OHA HE OCTaBUTh UX B IMOKOE, U HE
MOXET YK BINISIHYTh Ha JUK boromarepu, He CIBIIIUAT CTPOMHOTO KIUPHOTO
NEHUs, HE CIBIINUT YCIOKAWBAIONIUX OOJSAIIYI0 MAYIIy CJIOB CBSITOM
MOJIUTBBI... A KpPyroM, U3 TEMHOTBI, CTYIICIOIIECICS MEXTY KOJIOHHAMU, CO
BCEX CTOPOH OOpalleHbl Ha Hee JIIOOOMBITHRIE B30PhI, COTHU TJI1a3 CIEAST 3a
MaJICUIIIUM €€ JBMKEHUEM. BBITh MOXKET, MHOTHE TTOHUMAIOT €€ BOJTHEHUE,
€€ cJie3bl, HO HUKTO HE B CHJIaX MOHSThH BCIO OECKOHEYHOCTh €€ 37I00bI U €€
MYYEHUH. ..

17

BceHomHas KoHYMIAch, M TAaK K€ TUXO0, TaK K€ OIYCTHB IVla3a W
iernya MOJUTBY, ITponuia EBnokus PenopoBHa MUMO Hapoaa. MoHaxuHH
OCTOPOKHO CBEJIM €€ CO CTyIIEHE! NanepTy, HaKUHYIU Ooraryro 1yoy Ha ee
IUIeYy; OT LIEPKBHU A0 Kpbulblla €€ ObuI pa3ocmiaH Kosep. lIpu Bxone B ee
IIOMEIIICHUE €€ BCTPETUIM IpyrMe MOHAXUHU U CYETWIHCh BOKpPYI HeEe:



CHUMajau C Hee MIyOy, chOpaliuBaivd, 4ero oHa mnpukaxer. OHa crnabo
MaxHyja PyKOM M MpoIUIa B TUXYK) KOMHArTKy, KOTOpPYH BbIOpana s
cnajgbHU. Tam B yIiy CTOSUI OpOMHBIN KHOT, HalOJHEHHBIA 00Opa3amMu B
NOPOTHX PU3aX; TPHU JIAMITIAJIKU TEIUIMIINACH MEepen KHOTOM. B npyrom yrimy
Oblla €€ TMOCTeb, MBIITHO B30WTas, MOKpPHITAs CTEraHbIM aTJIACHBIM
OJICSZIOM C BBIUMTHIMM HAa HEM MPUYYMJIMBBIMH y30pamu. PacnmcannHas
U3pa3IoBas JIeKaHKa JajieKo OT ceOsl pacTpoCcTpaHsijia TEIIOTy; B KOMHATKeE
YK TIOCEIWIICS TOT OCOOEHHBIN 3amax, Kakoi ObIBaeT B KeNbAX HAO0KHBIX
CTapylIeK: MaxJio JaJaHOM, JaMIIaJHbIM MAacjoM. 3a CTapoul Uapuueu
npoOpanack TOJIbKO OJHA JKEHILWHA, €€ IPEXKHS TPUCITYKHULA.

— Hy 4T0 %k, Hy 4TO ), — oOparunack k Hel EBnokust @enopoBHa, —
HET BECTEH OT rocyaaps’?

— Kak xe, maTylika—rocyaapbits, ceiiyac ToHell ObUT — CKa3bIBaeT,
BCE €Ile CTOST Ha MecTe. J{Hs uepe3 TpH, HE TO YEThIPE, TOBOPUT, TPUOYAYT.

EBnokusa denopoBHa nokavaia rojoBoxo.

— Hy, a yto 51 B OpyxelHyro nanary IOcCiIaTh HakKa3blBaja 3a
PYKOMOEM, MOCIAIH?

— 311eCh PYKOMOM, TOCYIapbIHs, Cy[bs TOTYAC KE BbIAA!

— I'ne oH, rme? — oxuBunacek crapyuka. — [Ipunecu ero, Hacrs.

[IpucnyxHuIla BBIIUIA B COCENHIOK KOMHATYy W BBIHECIA OTTYyIa
KAaKyl0-TO BEllb, 3aBEPHYTYI0 B IIEIKOBOM IUIaTKE M OOBS3aHHYIO
IIHYPKAMHU.

— IlocTaBp 31€Ch, BOT TYT Ha CTOJIMK, U YWIHW... MHE HUYETO HE
HY’KHO, — IIENHYJa [[apulia, — Jia JABEpb 3a cOOOI0 3alpu, U HUKOTO HE
IyCKaTh KO MHE. Huuero He Hy»HO, HUYETO. ..

OcraBmmice onHa, EBmokus @enopoBHa mnojonia K CTOIY U
OPOXAIIMMHM CTapYECKUMHM pPyKaMH CTaja pas3BA3bIBaTh ITPUHECEHHYIO
Belb. Jl0JTr0 MHYPKU HE NOIJABAINCH, HO BOT HAKOHELl OHM pacIlyTaHbl. B
MJIaTke ObLI 3aBsI3aH 30JI0TOM PYKOMOWHHUK C TakoW ke joxaHbto. [lapuna
cesa mepes CTOJIOM M CcTajla paccMaTpuBarh PYKOMOWHMK. BoT m3mensercs
BCE JIMIIO €€, BOT Ha IVIa3ax €€ JPOXKaT CJIEe3bl, — YTO K 3TO 3HAYUT? UTo
OCOOEGHHOTO B ATOM pykomoilHuMke? OTdero oHa TaK >KaJHO €ro
paccMaTpyUBacT, MOBOPAYMBAET BO BCE CTOPOHBI, M JIPOXKAT IPU ITOM €€
pykn? PyKOMOWHUWK, JEHUCTBUTENBHO, IPEKPACHOM XYI0XKECTBEHHOM
paboThl, Belllb peAkas W Ooraras, XUTPbIM y30pOM BEChb OH BBIBEJEH,
30J10TOM, ¢ (UHUPTHIO W YChINAH APArOLEHHBIMU KaMEHBSIMU: ajMasbl,
AXOHTBI, U3yMPYAbl — M CUYECTh UX HEBO3MOXKHO, BCEX OKOJIO TBICSYU; a



Kpyrom Haamnuck. [{apuna xanHo npussiiack pazoupars ee:«Jlera 7200, —
MeJIJIEHHO, OyKBY 3a OyKBOM, yuTajia oHa. — [eHBaps Bb MEPBBIN JICHb
CAMb CTOSHEMBb M PYKOMOEMb IOXKAJIOBaJla BEJIMKAas TOCYydapbIHS,
OnmaroBepHasi uapuua W Benukas KHsaruHs Hartaness KupuiioBHa BHyKa
CBOEro OyaroBepHaro rocyjapsi IapeBHYa M BEJIHUKOTO KHs3s AJekces
[TerpoBuya Bcest Benukis u Maibisd B Oenbist Pocciny. CunbHO 3aapoxkain
pyku EBmoxkun ®enopoBHBI, 4YyTh HE YPOHWJIA OHA PYKOMOWHUK; CJE3bI
MTOJIUIMCH U3 TJ1a3 €e.

«ldem oH, 1€N, HUYEr0 HE HMCIOPTHUIICA, BCE€ KAMEIIKHU IEJbl, BOT U
3MENHAas TOJIOBKA, U3 KOTOPOM BOAA MAJIBIMU CTpyMKaMu countcs!«Jlonrue,
JOJITHE TOABI MPOIUIM C TE€X MOp, Kak yBuuena EBpokus denopoBHa B
MEepBBI pa3 ATOT PYKOMOMHUK, HO OyaTo ceityac 31o Opu10. Ha apyroe ytpo
nocje CBaan0bl CBOEH yMbIBAJIACh OHA M3 HEro. JTa Bellb Obljla CaMOIO
mobumoro Bembio Hatambn KupuiutoBHBI, 1 OHAa B BHJIE OCOOOM JIacKu
MOCTaBMJIa €€ HOBOOpayHOM, HO BCE e HE Mojapuia U MOTOM B3sijia cede
obparHo. Kaxkgas MUHYTKa, Ka)XJI0€ CJIIOBO TOTO CTpAIIHO JAJIEKOTO JIHS
BCIIOMUHAJIMChH Ternepb crapou uapuie. [lomHuna ona, kKak My MOJIOAOM,
erle Buepa OBIBIIMN TaKUM JIAJICKUM, TAKUM CTPAHHBIM, a TEIEPh CTaBIIUN
TakuM ONW3KHM, TolaBald €W 3TOT pykoMoWHMK. [lomMHMIa oOHa, Kak
CMESUTUCH TOT/IA, YTO TAKOM MAJICHPKOW M XPYITKOW Ka3ajaach 3Ta POCKOILIHAS
BelMila B Oomnbiioil pyke rocynaps. [lomMHuIa oHa, 9YTO U OH CMesUICH,
MOMHMJIA, KaK JIUIach MAJICHBKMMH CTpYHWKaMu BoJia Ha ee Oelblie, HEeXKHBIC
pYKU U cOeraja ¢ TOHKMX MajibleB, U KaK Trocylaapb, CKJIOHUBIIUCH Haj
HEI0, KacasCh CBOMMHU TEMHBIMU KyIpSIMU IIEKH €€, JIIDOOBHO II€JIOBANI €€
€IIe HE BBITEPTHIC MOJIOTEHIIEM MOKpPBIE PYKH, U KaK OHa OpbI3raja B JIUIO
€ro OCTAaBIIMMUCS KalUIAMU BOJbI, U KaK OH XMYPWIICS, U KaK OHa €ro
mobuna. I BoT cMoTpuUT Teneph HeBoJibHO EBpokus degopoBHa Ha CBOM
MOPIIAHUCTBIE CTApble PYKM — W CTPAHHO €M, YTO CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH
MPOILIO C TEX MOp, JAa U Kakoro BpeMeHu? Huuero, kak ecTb HUYETro HE
OCTaJIOCh OT TOTO, YTO Toraa ObLI0, Kak OyATO €ro U COBCEM He ObLIO, KaK
OyITO OHO BCE MPUTPEZUIIOCH TOJIBKO B KaKyIO-HUOY/Ib TYIIHCTYIO MalCKYyIO
HOouKy. He ona, He oHa OblIa Ta pe3Bas MoJoAas KpacaBulla, HE MOXKET
YeJIOBEK TaK HM3MEHSTHCS, Jla M OH, pa3Be OH TO ObUI, TOT JIACKOBBIH,
CMEIOIIUNCS, O KMypAlIUics OoT  OpbI3l, MOMaJaBIIMX B  Ivasa,
B3MAaxUBAIOUIMNA TYCTBIMU KYIpSIMU KpacaBell, pa3Be OH TO ObLI, €€ Bpar
JOTBIN, €€ My4YUTEIb? !



Ona Tenepp XoTena €ro NMpeACTaBUTh ce0e TaKUM, KaKuM BHJENA B
IIOCIIEAHUN pa3, BUJENA C AI0M U HEHAaBUCTBIO B CEPALE, U HUKAK HE MOIJIA:
BCE BCIIOMUHAJICSI OH €1 MOJIOABIM, JIACKOBBIM M JIFOOMMBIM. I BOT coBceM
HAKJIOHWJIACh HAJ PYKOMOWHMKOM CTapyllka, W BCE IUIAKala, U HE
3aMeuasna, Kak ee Cjie3bl cOeralT KaliIMH U TaJaloT B y3KOE TOPJIBIIIKO
PYKOMOMHHUKA KaK B YPHY.

[ToToM cTano BCIIOMUHATBCS €M YK JIPYroe BpPeMsi, BCIIOMUHAJICS €1
CBIH, KOTOpOMY 0alyIlika mojiapuia CBOU JTFOOUMBIN PYKOMOWHUK.

CHOBa BCIIBIXHYJIM JaBHO T103a0bIThIE MaTEPUHCKHE YYBCTBA K
HECUACTHOMY IlapeBUuy, OE3BpPEMEHHO U CTpamiHo mnorubiemy. Bcs
B3Aporuyna EBnokuss ®enopoBHa, mpeacraBuia oHa cebe Auekces
KPOLIEYHBIM MaJB4UKOM Y TPYJId CBOEH, MOTOM BCIIOMHUJIA €r0 OJIEHBIM
FOHOWIEH, 3aIIsAbIBABIINM B TUIIMHY €€ 3aTOYEHHUS; BCIOMHUJIA OHA TUXUE
qyachkl ¢ HUM — T€ Oecellbl, Korja BCs Jyllla €€ KuMeia OT JIOTOM 37100kl U
KA bl MECTH, KOTZIA C YCT €€ CPBIBAIUCH SIOBUThIE peun. BcrioMHMIIa oHa,
KaK pacTpaBiisjia U pazipaxkana, ¥ Bo3MyIlaja ciIadblid JyX FOHOIIHU, Kak
BOOpYKaja OHAa €ro MpPOTHMB OTLA W MNPOTHUB BCEX AN OTIOBCKHUX, KaK
B3bIBajJla OHA K €ro Cep.Iy, MOJIMJIA O MECTH, O 3aCTYIIHUYECTBE 3a MaTh
ponnyto. O, oH Joiro kosie0ajicsi, HO OHa 3Hajla, KaKk BECTHU JEJ0, OHa
CyMmena, HaKOHEIl, COBCEM IMpPeoOpa3uTh €ro, W BHIIMIET OH M3 €€ PYK
HEHABUCTHHUKOM OTIIAd, HECHABUCTHUKOM €T0 IIJIAHOB, HEHABUCTHUKOM HOBOU
Poccun. I on moru® 3a 3Ty HEHABUCTh — U KTO K€ OBLUT BUHOIO €T0
norudenu? Bee oH ke, OH, 3TOT 3Bepb JIIOTHIN, 3TOT oTell 0e3 cepaua. ..

W Bapyr BceMH WiIeHaMU 3aJpoKajla cTapas Lapula, BAPYT, MOXET
OBITh, B TIEPBBIN pa3 B KWU3HU YTO-TO MPOSICHWIOCH B €€ MBICIIU, U TOHsIIA
OHA, YTO MPHUYMUHOIO THOEIN ee JAeTHIla ObLI HE OTEll, a TOJIBKO OHA OHA:
OHa MPUTOTOBWIA €My 3Ty moruoenb. CtpamHo U aymHo crtajio EBmokun
@enopoBHE M KA3aJOCh €M, 4TO OHAa BUAUT B IOJYyMpPAaKe 3TOM TEILION
KeJehku OJemHbId, W3MY4YeHHBIN ChIHOBHHUM oOpa3. BoTr oH mpocTupaer
Iepel HEK0 CBOU TOHKHE, XyJble PYKM — HA HHUX KaXYTCS CIEIbl IBITKH,
ero OnemHble, 3amneKkiirecs: TyObl, UCKPHUBJICHHBIE CTPaJaHbEM, IICMYyT
eit:«Marymika, Martymika, Tl MeHs noryowmnal«OOeccuiieHHas, MmajaeT Ha
cron roinoBoro EBpokus denopoBHa M yKE HE MOXKET OHA IUIakarh. Ei
CTpAILHO, €€ CEble BOJOCHI MOAHUMAIOTCS IbI0OM. BOT OHa BCKakuBaeT u
MeYeTcs 110 KOMHaTe. 3a Hel cieoM OeryT U HaCTUTaloT €€ MPU3PAKU, OHU
rpo3sT eil:«Thl, Thl mOTYOUIa HAC, ThI 32 HAC OTBETHUIIb Niepea borom!«ChiH
C3BIBAET K ce0€ 1EI0€ MOTUYUIIE, U PACTYT 3TH MPU3PAKU, U CTPAIIHEE BCEX



U ykacHee mpu3pak [71e0oBa: oHa SICHO BUAUT C HEBBIPA3UMbBIM Y>KacoM B
ceplle KOTAa-To JIIOMMOI0 YesloBeKa MOCAXKEHHBIM Ha KOJI, B TJ1a3aX €€ BOT
OH U3BUBAETCS, U3BUBACTCS U CKPEXKEIIET 3y0aMu, U CTOHET, U T'PO3UT
el:«Thl, ThI, BUHOIO Moux MyueHuil!«He 3Haer, Kyma aeBaTbcs OemHas
cTapyxa OT 3THX I'OCTEN HENMPOIIEHHBIX, I1I€ €U TENepb CKPbIThCA. .. [lagaer
OHAa Ha TOJI TIepel KHOTOM M HAYMHAET MOJIUTHCS, KaPKO MOJUTCS, OISTh
mjader U ObeT ceds B CBOIO MCCOXIIYI Tpydb, W JOJTO HE MOXET
yCIoKouThcs. HeT, TobKko 0AHO OCTanoch Ha cBeTe — BHyuara! B HUX Bce
criaceHne. JIFoOUTh UX, CTaparhCsi OTCTPAHUTH OT HUX BCE AJYPHOE — BOT K
4yeMy HY>KHO CTPEMUThCS, BOT 4ero qoouBarbcs. Benb kak Obl TO HU OBLIO,
CTpAIlHO, CTPAIIHO UX IOJOXEHUE: HU Tyl POJHOW, KPYTOM BCE UYXKHUE
JIIOIU, KaXJbIIN-TO cTapaeTcs 3a0paTh UX B PYKH pajid CBOUX KOPBICTHBIX
nesien, a 00 ux Onare HUKTO U HE MogyMaeT!

N BOT HaumHaeT 4yBCTBOBATh CTapas Iapvila B CBOEM CEpILEC NPUIIUB
JaBHO TMM03a0bITOM HEXHOCTH. Jla, oHA JIOOHMT, TOPSYO JIFOOMT ATOTO
MaJIEHBKOTO BHYKAa, MMIIEparopa, W cecTtpy ero. M BHywara HOJDKHBI
HETIPEeMEHHO TOJIIOOUTh €¢ — BeIb OHa CBOs, poxHas Oalymka. IlycTs
BOOpY)KaJIl WX MPOTHUB HEE, MYyCTh TOBOPUJIM UM O HEW TOJIBKO OJHO
IypHOE, HO BCE K€ OHA BEAb €IIEC )KMBA, UX CKOPO YBUAUT, U HE COBCEM K€
BbDKWJIA OHA W3 YMa, CyMEET, JOJKHA CYMETh IOBEPHYTh BCE B CBOIO
M0JIb3Y, JOJIKHA CYMETh BHYIIIUTh UM K c€0€ JOBEpUE, TOUTCHUE U JIFOOOBb.
Jla Tie K OHH, YTO K OHH HE €IYT, YTO K TOMAT Tak joiro?! Benp O6au3ko, B
HECKOJIBKMX BEpPCTaX OTCIOJIa — M BCE-TaKM TSHETCS 3Ta pasiiyka. XOTb ObI
CaMOM K HUM IIO€XaTh, Ja HET, HE KEJAOT, HET, HYKHO JKJaTh UX 3]1€Ch, a
KJIaTh TEIIEPh CTAPOU LAPHUIIE C KAXKIOWM MUHYTOM CTAHOBUTCS HE IO CUJIAM,
n BOT EBnokuss PenopoBHA BEJIUT 3akE€Yb B CBOCHU KEJIEWKE BOCKOBBIE
CBEYH, BEJIUT MoJaTh ceOe OymMaru M HAYMHACT BBIBOJIUTH CTapPYECKUM
apoxkamuM nodyepkom. OHa numieT Benukord kKHsbkHe Haranbe:«lloxanyi,
CBET MOM, MpOocH y OpaTiia CBOEro, 4T00Obl MHE Bac BUJETh U MOPA0BATHCS
BaMH: KaK Bbl U POAWIINCH — HE JIaJIM MHE PO BaC CJIBIIIATh, HE TOKMO YTO
BUJICTBY.

«IIycThb cecTpa OTOBOPUT €My, YOSIUT ero, — JyMaeT Iapuia, — aa
HAIUIIY U HEMILY, TOBOPSAT, OH €r0 CIYIIACTCSI».

«3a BepHyIO Bally CIyk0y KO BHYKYy MOE€MYy, — IIHMIIET OHa
OcrtepMaHy, — M K HaM, s M0 MIPEMHOTY OJ1aroaapcTByIO, a Yy MEHSI HCTUHHO
Ha Bac HaJIesTHUE KPEIMKOE, TOJIHLKO O TOM Bac MpOITy, YTOObl MHE BHYyYaT
CBOMX BHJIETh U BMECTE C HUMH OBITh; a s UICTUHHO C T€4Yaju 4yTh *KUBA,



YTO UX HE BHXKY. A s UICTUHHO HAJICIOCh, UTO YK€ I€Yajlyd HACKYYWIH, U
MPU3HABAI0, YTO MHE B TAKUX HECHOCHBIX MEUYAIIX HE YMEPETh; U €XKEJIU Obl
g C HAMM BMecCT€ Obula M sI Obl TaKME CBOM HECHOCHBIE MEYaid BCE
nmo3alblia ¥ TaK MEHs cBeTiIelmuil KHa3b 30 JIeT KPYIIni, a HbIHE OIATh
COKPYIIAKOT, a S HE 3HA0, CUE YAHUTCS OT KOTOY.

— Ckopeil, ckopel! — KJIMYET OHa CBOIO CTapy0 MPUCTYKHHILY. —
Ckopeld Benu IMOCHaTh TOHLA C 3TUMHM THcbMaMHu... [la HeT, moroaw,
MOCTOM, ait MHE ere Oymaru!

[Tapuna onATh CagUTCA U MUIIET yKE CAMOMY BHYKY:«/lonro iu, moun
Oarromika, MHE Bac He BuAEeTh? Wnu Bac M BOBCce MHE HE BUIETh, a 5 C
nevyaJid ICTUHHO YMHPAK0, 4TO Bac HE BUXKY, 1aiiTe, MOU OaTiollIKa, MHE Bac
BHUJIETh, XOTSI OBbI S K BaM MpHexasnay.

C 5TUMM TTUCbMaMU CKauyeT TOHEI] B IAPCKYIO CTOSHKY, a LIapHIla BCIO
HOYb HE CIIUT B CBOEH POCKOIIHON Keybe; ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK IMOBOpauyMBaeTCs
oHa Ha MmsArkoil Ilepune; ee Opocaer TO B Kap, TO B XOJIOA. 3aKyThIBA€TCS
OHa B JIOPOT0O€, XUTPO BBIIIATOE MIETKAMH U 30J0TBIMU HUTKAMH OAESIIO U
BCE €M YTO-TO HEJOBKO, BCE €M TPEBOXKHO. BBIBAIOT MUHYTBI, UTO KAKETCS
e, OyITO HHMKaKkol HET MepeMeHbl K JyuylleMy B €€ MOJOXeHUU. Tak
HEBBIHOCUMO €W 3T0 okujgaHue. Tam, B TSKEJIOM 3aTOYEHHH, OBLIO
cnokoiHee. [log koHen yKe CKunach CO CBOMM TOPEM, CO CBOEM JIFOTOM
KU3HBIO cTapymka. Huuero yxe He xoTena, HUUEro He »KJajda U HU Ha 4TO
He Hajesuack... HakoHer| 3a0bpIBaeTcss OHa CHOM, HO COH JUIUTCS HEJOJTO.
Bot ona onsite mpocHynack. C u3ymieHHEM DIISIAUT KPYyroM cedsd: Tie oHa,
yTo ¢ Het? OTKyna B3sUIach BMECTO CBIPOM, AYIIHOW KEIbM 3Ta TEIUIas,
criokoitHass komHaTta? OTKyzna 3Ta MArkas IEPUHA, 3TO POCKOIIHOE OEs0?
Kyna wucuesna crapas ckpumsias KpoBaTb C TpyOOMl MPOCTHIHEI, C
V3HOIIEHHBIM OJIESIIOM, KOTOPBIM OHA IIPUKPBIBAJIa CBOE KOUCHEBLIEE TEIIO?
W nonro HUYEro HE MOMKET IMOHATH LAPHUIA, HAKOHEI, BCIOMUHAET U BCE
ISIAUT KPyroM ce0s — M HEe MOXKET IJIa3 OTBECTH OT JParolieHHOTO
PYKOMOWHHMKA, Ha KOTOPOM CaMOLBETHbIE KaMEHbsl OJecTIT U
MIEPEJIMBAKOTCS OT TUXOI'O JIAMIIAJHOTO CBETA.

Vil




Hakonen, B ¢eBpane Obul TOpPKECTBEHHBIM BBE3 HMIIEpaTopa B
Mocksy. IleTp okoHYaTenbHO ONMpaBHIICS OT CBOEH HpOCTYHbl. JleHb Obu1
YyJIeCHBIN, COJTHEUHBIN, C HEOOJIBIITUM MOPO31ieM. MoCKBa ITpOU3BOAMIA HA
IOHOTO MMIIepaTopa BOJIIEOHOE BIIEYATIEHUE. 31€Ch €My BCE HPABHIIOCH,
HO OOJIblIIE BCEro MOHpaBMJIACh BCTpeUa, MPUTOTOBICHHAS MY KUTEISMHU.
Becb ropox BeIChIIAn Ha TBEPCKYIO YIMIY, BCE KOJIOKOJIA MOCKOBCKHE
HECMOJIKa€MO T'yZIeJIM PaAOCTHBIM 3BOHOM. TOP>KECTBEHHBIN LAPCKUN 110€3]
MEJUICHHO TOJBUTAJICS, U TOCYAapb JOOPOAYIIHO pacKJIaHUBAJICS Ha 00€
ctopoHsl. [lyTh ObLT nmanekuii, mouyTu uyepe3 BClO MOCKBY, HO 0 caMOu
HEMELIKOM CJ000[bl HE peAelid TOJIbl HAapoaa, A0 CaMOro ABOpLA HE
CMOJIKAJIM BOCTOPKEHHBIE KPUKH M TyJ KOJOKOJIBHBIM. JlyXOBEHCTBO B
OoraroMm o0Jaue€HUHU BBIXOIWIIO HaBCTpedy mMmiieparopy. Bece 3to, BMecTe ¢
SCHBIM M COJIHEYHBIM JHEM, IIOJ KOHEI[ CoBceM pacrtporano llerpa m on
HECKOJIBKO pa3 JOJKEH ObLT yTUPaTh CIIE3bl.

A 0alymika Bce cuzena B CBOEM MOHACTBIPE M JAOXKHAAJIAch, KOrzna o
HEl BCIIOMHUT BHY4Y€K. BHydeKk BCIIOMHUI B TOT K€ JIeHb U coOpajcs
HAaBECTUTh €€ BMECTE C cecTporo. OH MONPOCHII TAaKXKE €XaTb BMECTE C
HUMH U LlecapeBHy EnusaBery.

— MHe-To 3aueM? — HW3YMIJIEHHO CKas3ajla OHa, — BEAb S €l He
ponHas. Eil OyaeT TONbKO JOCAJAHO, OHA HE MOXKET JIIOOUTh MEHS W,
KOHEYHO, HUKOT/a HE MOJIOOMUT. Sl TOMBbKO MCHOpUy €l BCTpeuy C BaMu;
pasyMeercs, 1 MOT'y U IOJDKHA K HEH ChE3IUTh, HO IIOTOM, OJ(HA.

— Her, JIu3za, noxanyicra, nmoe3:xan ¢ HaMH, s 3HAIO, 4YTO JIEJIAK0, —
ckazadn Iletp.

K ero npock0e npucoenuHuiack U Benvkas KHsokHa Haranbs.

— Jla 3auem xe, 3auem? — noBTopsiina Enuzasera.

— A 3areM, — OTBETWJI UMIIepaTop, — 4TO s 00r0Cch, Aa W Haraia
TOXKE, ATOTO CBUJIaHbs ¢ 0alyiikoi. Benb Mbl ee He 3HaeM, Kakasi oHa. Bor
HaM TakK XOpOILIO CEToJHs, TaK Ha JyIlIe pajoCcTHO, a 0alyllka, HaBEpHOE,
CTaHET IUIAKaTh, XKAJOBaTbCA. BOT rOBOPAT, 4TO OHA CEPAUTCS, OTUETO 10
CHUX IIOp HE BUJIAJINCh, 3aueM B [letepOypr ee He Boinucanu. Hy, a npu tebe,
JInza, oHa OCTEPEIKETCS U BCE COMMIET KAK CIENYET.

Ha 510 00BsicHeHue iecapeBHa EnuzaBeTa He HalLIach YTO BO3Pa3UTh,
Y OHU OTIPaBUJINCH BCE BMECTE.

[lonwvezxas k JleBuubeMy MoOHacThipto, [leTp Haxmypuics Ooiblie U
0oJbIIEe, €My CTAaHOBWIOCH HENOBKO. Emie celiyac Bce ObUIO Tak XOpOUIO,
TaK BECEJIO U PaJOCTHO, €Ille celyac OH YyBCTBOBaJ ceOs CBOOOAHBIM, a TYT



CHOBa KaKOe-TO CTECHEHHE, TOUb—B—TOYb KaK B TOT JI€Hb, KOT/Ia OH €Xall B
Pan6oB HaBemars MenmukoBa. Cky4yHasi 00s1I3aHHOCTh — HEOOXOJUMOCTh
IPUHEBOJIUTH CEO0sl, MPUTBOPATHCS OOpPaJOBaHHBIM CBUAHUEM C 0a0yIIKOiA,
TOTJa KaK B JICCTBUTEIBHOCTA HUYETO, KPOME TOCKM U CKYKH, HE CYJIUT
ATO CBUJAHUE. HUKAKOE YYBCTBO HE CBA3BIBACT BHyKa ¢ 0alymkou. To xe
caMoe JyMmaja M UCIBIThIBaNa IapeBHa Hartambs; HO oHa oOmgyMbIBana He
TOJIKO MPEJCTOSBIIYED MHUHYTY II€pPBOM BCTPEYHM, a M MOCIEAYIOIINE
OTHOIIEHHUS, KOTOpPbI€ JOJKHBI BO3HUKHYTH MEXIYy HHUMU WM CTapou
napuieii. OHa Oospliie Opata 3Haja O MPOUIOM 0aOyIIKU, OHA MOAPOOHO
paccrpocui 000 BceM, U el Bce pacckazainu. OHa MOMHUJIA Jie/la U JTro0usia
€ro, oTila He TOMHUJIA U HE JI0OWIIa, a TyT €il elle U3BECTHBIM CTajo, YTO
He Oynp 0aOymiku, He ObU1O Obl M rHeBa I[leTpa Benukoro Ha chiHa, HE
BoccTan Obl Ha ponutens Anekceit [lerpoBud. Oqna necapeBna EnmzaBera
HE YyBCTBOBaJla cmyiieHus. Huyero obmiero He Momio OBITh y HEW C
EBnokueit ®eqopoBHOM, OHA CTOPOHA, a €CIX Ta U OyAeT KOCO IISACTh Ha
HEE W BO3HEHABUIUT Ja)ke, TaK 4TO K€ e, kakoe Aeno?! l'ocymaps mpocur
€€ MPUCYTCTBOBATh MPU UX CBUJAHUU, OHA UCIIOJHSET 3Ty MPOCHOY U HU K
yemy ceOs1 He 003bIBAET.

OrpoMHasi 1apckas KapeTra OCTAaHOBWJIACh Y BOPOT MOHACTBIPCKHUX.
[{enbIii COHM MOHAXHWHB BBIIIEN BCTPEYATh UMIIEPATOPA.

— I'me xxe 6a0ymka? Benute MeHs K Heli! — rpoMKoO cKas3aj OH.

Nx noenu. OHU BOIIUIM B MaJieHbKUE ceHU. MMmeparopy crano ermie
HEJIOBYE.

[MapeBubl Haraness u EnuzaBera Monya 3a HUM CleayroT. Bor nepen
HUMM CyXas CTapylllka B MOHAIIIECKON OJIe’K]le, BOT OHAa BCKPUKHYJA U
oOBMJIa APOKANTUMU PyKaMH 1€ UMIIEpaTopa.

— baly1ika, — roBopuT OH, — Kak s paji BaC BUJIETh...

— 3onotoii MOH, rocynapb—Oartiomika, llerpymia, HeHarsiqHbIN! —
pBlIaeT HaJA HUM crapymika. — [omyOuuk, jmait B3ISSHYTH Ha TeOs, maid
HaCMOTPETHCH. . .

Ona mogHMMaeT K cebe ero JMI0, BIVISABIBACTCS B HErO, HO CJIE3bI
3aCTWJIAIOT €M M1a3a, OHA MOYTH €ro He BUAUT. OHAa KPECTUT €ro, IIEmYeT
MOJIUTBY HaJl HUM U OISITh PBHIJACT, U OMSATh NMPWKUMAET €r0 K CBOEMY
cepairy, u onAath nenyeT. C Kaxaoii MUHYTOM eMy Bce OOJblie U OoJibliie
CTAHOBUTCS HeEMNpusATHee U Tsbkesnee. OH HE MOXET C YJAOBOJbCTBHUEM
OTBEYATh HA €€ JIACKU TaKUMHU KE JIaCKaMU U TolenysamMu. EMy HenpusiTHO,
YTO 3TA COBCEM UyXkasi, KaKk eMy Ka)XeTCs, CTapylIKa TaKk OOHUMAET €ro, eMy



HENPUSATHO YYBCTBOBAaTh HA CBOMX IIIEKAaX €€ CJI€3bl; HO JIEJIaTh HEYETO,
HY>KHO OPUTBOPATHCS — KPYTOM BUJST — U OH MPUTBOPSETCSI.

— barronika, 3010TOM MOH, Aymana, 4TO YMpY, HE JOXKIYCh TeOs, HO,
ciaBy bory, moxwia 10 Takod pamocTtu... [omyOumk Mo, GOIbIION Kakow,
kakoi kpacasen! Toiabko TOBOPHIIM MHE, Thl OOJIeH ObLI, HE OepeKemibCsl.
Ox, 6010Ch 5 3a T€0s1, MOJIOx!

W Bapyr oHa BCIIOMUHAET, YTO TYT HE OAWH OH, YTO PAIOM C HUM
J0JDKHA OBITh BHYYKa, Hatama. OHa oTpbhIBaeTCsl OT HErO U CHEIHIUT K HEH,
K 3TO#l BHYyuKe. M onAaTh miadyer, 0OHuMas IapeBHY.

— Haramenbka, aHren Mo, 4TO K€ Thl 3TO Takas OJeIHEHbKas Ja
XyJlIeHbKasl, IOCMOTPHU Ha MEHs, YIBIOHUCH cTapyxe. Besakyo HOUb cebe BO
CHE TMpEACTaBisUIa, TOJIBKO O BAac MW Jymaja, JETOYKM BBl MOU
HEHASIAHBIC. .. A 3TO KTO K€ C BaMu?

— IlecapeBHna EnuzaBera, — OTBETUII UMIIEPATOP.

EBnoknss @egopoBHa MOPHUCTAJbHO, MNPOHUUATEIBHBIM  B3IVISIOM
okuHyna EnuzaBety. Ta MOYTHUTENHbHO MOKJIOHWIACH €A M YIBIOHYJIACh
CBOEH IPEJIECTHOM YIIBIOKOM.

— KpacaBuia, — npomenrana crapymka. — KpacaBuma! Pana
BUJIETh T€Os, Marylika, MHOTO CJIbIXaJla O TeOe, Hy U HE COJTaJIH JIFOAH,
TO4YHO, KpacaBuiia!.. — Crapyuika ocMarpuBaja IpUHIIECCY, OIVIsIbIBalia €€

BCIO, HauMHasg C IPUYECKM W KOHYAs MEJBYAWIIMMU MOJAPOOHOCTIMHU
Tyajera. DTOT NPUCTAIBHBIA OCMOTP JaXK€ HECKOJIbKO cMyTuia EnuzaBery.
OHa cpa3y MO4yBCTBOBaJIa UYTO-TO 3JI0€ M BPaXJIeOHOE BO B3IVISAJE CTapOM
HApulbl, JaXe  CIOBO»KpacaBHIa»Ta  MPOU3HECIA  HEMPHUITHBIM,
HACMEIIJIMBBEIM TOHOM.

Haxoneni EBpokus ®enopoBHa OKOHYATENIBHO TMpHUIIJIA B CEOSI U
MpUKa3ajga BCEM BBIUTH, OCTaBUTh €€ OJHY C BHyd4aramu. Enm3aBera
[leTpoBHa MO/IBUHYIACH OBLIO TOXE K JBEpsM, HO [leTp ocTtaHoBMI €e.

— JIuza, octaHbCd C HaMH, — TPOMKO CKas3all OH. — Beap oHa He
MOKET HaM TMoMenaTh? — oOparuiicsa oH kK 6adyiike. — OHa cBOs, poHasi,
Y JIpyT Hal...

EBnokuss demopoBHa HEBOJBLHO IIOMOPIIMIACE M HE HaUla YTO
orBeTUTh. OHA yX€ HEHaBHUJEA ATy KpacaBully EnuzaBery, HeHaBUAeNa U
3a TO, 4TO OHa J104b llerpa m Exarepunsl, U 3a TO, 4TO €€ MPUBE3JIU TEIEPh
¢ co0010, OYEBUIHO, JI TOTO, YTOO MOMEINIATh OTKPOBEHHBIM U3JIUSHUSIM.
3aHbBUIO BAPYT CEpAllE CTapyIIKW, OHa MOYYyBCTBOBaja CJlabOCTh W €liBa
J01IJIa 10 Kpeca.



— DX, crapa s craja, JICTOYKH: HOTH TOAKAIIMBAIOTCA TOJOBA
KPYXHUTCSI, a OT PajoCTH MW €Ille TOro myme! — mpomenraina OHa,
npocrtupas pyku K llerpy u Haranbe.

OHU TTOJOIIIIN K HEM.

«Hy uTo0 %, Hy 4TO X, — JQyMaJia npo ceds crapymka. — Hy 4Tto x, Hy
UIUTE KO MHE OJMKe, OMyCTUTECh TYT, MO0 00EMM CTOpPOHAM, Ha KOJCHH,
naiite s1 OOHUMY Bac 000MX KpEmNKo, MPUAKMY K cede, aiTe pasrisiKy Bac,
MOTOBOPUM K€ Mo aymie». Ho oHa ToJIbKO 00 ATOM jJymMalia, OHa TOJBKO
kKaajga 3Toro W 0Oosimach, 4TO HE JOXKIETCS, W TOYHO: HEBOJBHOTO,
IYIIEBHOTO MOphIBA HE ObUIO BO BHydarax. OHM MOIONUIM K HEM, HO HE
ONyCTWJINChH TIE€pEl HEHM Ha KOJECHHW, He Mprxanuch K Heu. Bor llerp
MOJIOIBUHYJ CTYJI CECTpe, MOTOM cebe, U YUHHO YCEIHUCh OHU MO 00euMm
CTOpoHaM 0aOyIIKH, Ja TaK, YTO OHA Ja)K€ HE MOIJa JOCTaTh MX PyKaMHu.
To cMmylieHne, KOTOpOe YyBCTBOBAJ FOHBIM MUMIIEPATOP C CECTPOIO, TENEPh
nepenanoch u Epnokun @egopoBHe. B nepByto MUHYTY BCTpedn OHa ObLia
TaKk o0OpajoBaHa, OHAa HUYEro HE BHUJIENIA, HE 3aMeuajia, OHa TOJIBKO
YyBCTBOBaJa BO3Ji€ ce0 POJAHBIX, OJNM3KUX, MUJIBIX JETEH, HO TENeph el
SCHO CTajo, YTO OTHU JIETHU XOTh POJHBIC, HO HE OJIM3KHUE: MpPHUHIIECCa
EnuzaBera crosyia MeXJy HMMH U HEBBIHOCUMO OBLIO €€ MPUCYTCTBUE
cTapoul mapuie. Tak MHOro XOT€JIOCh CKa3aTb, a BOT S3BIK HE
noBepThIBaeTCs. Pa3Be MOXHO Tak TOBOPHUTh, HY)KHO OBIJIO TOBOPUTH TIO
Oylle HaeOuHE CO CBOMMHU KPOBHBIMHU, a TYT 3Ta 4Yy)Kasi, HEHABUCTHAas
kpacasuna.«Hy, 1a dero ke emie oTyamBarbes, — 00o/puiIa ceds 1apula,
— 3HaMO JIeJI0 cpa3y TPYAHO, UTOOBI BCE YCTpousioch. Benp u To mpapnia,
OTKyJa UM OBUIO TOJIOOWUTH MEHS, MYCTh MOOCMOTPATCS U YBUJAT, UYTO
0alOymika TOYHO JIOOUT M AoOpa »KejJaeT, Hy W caMH, aBOChb, bor nacr,
MOJIIO0SAT, BEelb MOJOJLI 00a, JETHU, CAMHM HEJIOBKO, MOHITHOE Aeno... 1
Yero MHE, B CaMOM JIeJIe, CMOTPETh Ha 3Ty NHUCAHYK KpPACaBUIly U €€
CMYIIAThCS, €CJIM CUJNUT 3/1€Ch, U TTyCTh CUJNT, a sl O HEel 3a0yay U TyMaTh.
[{apuna mocnemHo oTepiia cliesbl, I1a3a e CHOBa OJIECHYJIM U OHA JIACKOBO
nepeBoauiia ux ot Ilerpa k Harainbe.

— JleToukyu MoM, YTO K€ Bbl MEHS Kak OyATO| TUYUTECh, — THUXO,
BKpaJ4MBBIM I0JIOCOM, 3aroBopuiia oHa. — [logBUHBTECH KO MHE TTOOIHXKE,
9YTOOBI 51 MOTJIa XOPOIIEHBKO Pa3MsA/IeTh Bac, BEAb BOT IJla3a CTaphl, IOUYTH
HUYETO HE BUKY.

Nmmnepatop m Harama monBuHymuch, a 0abymika B3suila UX PyKd U
KpPENKO AeprKaa.



— Ax, [lerunbka, — roBopuiia oHa. — He cymero g u oTOnaronapurhb
T'ocnioga bora 3a Ty pagocTh, KOTOPYIO OH MOCHAJ MHE, YTO BAC 5, HAKOHEII,
BIKY. M HUKOITIA, KaXKETCs, TAKOTO CBETIIOTO JHS HEe ObUIO B MOEH >KU3HH,
Hy, na He ctaHy ¥ rOBOpUTh O MOEH XKHU3HU, OyJET €lIe BpeMs, YCIEEM.
Teneps Bce, Bce AypHOE U TEMHOE M03a0blia, OAHY PagOCTh YyBCTBYIO.
Bort, Ilerpyma, rocynaps Mo#, 00 ogHoM Tebe Temepb Mos ayma. Momoj
Thbl, Bcero tede 12 romoukoB, a yx [ocnoas Tebs rocymapem Haja 3emiieit
PYCCKOM TMOCTaBWJI, TaK HEMPECTAHHO Thl JOJKEH MOMBIIUIATE 00 3TOM;
Yaii, 3Haelllb, BEIb MHOTOMY YUYWJI, Yail, 3HACIIb: KKOMY MHOT'O JJaHO, C TOT'O
U MHOro cmpocurcs». beperm ceds, llerpyma, na v Thl, MOsS 30J0Tas
Haramienbka, 6eperu ero, Thl CTapliie, Thl JOJDKHA ObITH OJaropasyMHee. ..

N maneHbKk#il UMIEpaToOp U LAPEBHA YIIOPHO MOTYATIH.

«Tak s m 3HaI, YTO HAYHYTCA ATU PaA3roBOPbI, BOT U BECH [ICHb
ucnopueH! YTo ke OHa AyMaeT, 4To TaMm He Haciymaics Bcero storo? Jlo
TOIIHOTHI HACIyIIAJICS: BCE Maj Ja Majl, Koraa si, HakoHell, U30aBiIloch OT
HsHOMIEK!..«OH XMypuJl CBOM TyCcThle OpOBU M HE Isfen Ha OalylKy.
Benukas kusbkHa Haranbst Obia Toke HelnoBojbHA.«Bce 310 mpaBaa, uTo
rOBOpUT 0Oalyllika, BCE 3TO HMCTUHHO, TOJBKO 3a4€M OHa cpa3y craja
roBoputh 3T0? BuaHo, U3 yma crapyuika Beikuia. [loreprena Obl, MOXET
ObITh, [leTpymia u momroOmIT OBI ee, eciiu O WHa4Ye TOBOpHUJIA, HY, a TIOTOM H
COBETOBATh, M YUUTh 0OpY ycmesna Obl. A Temeph TOJBKO UCHOPTHIIA cele;
TaK 5 ¥ 3Haja, 4TO 3TO OynaeT!»

Mexny tem EBmokuss @denopoBHa Hadajla TOBOPUTh — €M Tak
XOTEJIOCh BCE BBICKA3aTh M, CKUMAas UM PYKH WM HEXKHO VIS HA HUX, OHA
IpoJIoJpKana:

— Tak-to, IlerpylieHnbka, Tak-To, 30JI0TOM MOW, HE CEPAUCH Thl HA
cTapyro 6a0Ky, 100pa oHa TeOe XO4ET, U O TOM MOJyMal OMsTh, UTO OJHA 5
y Bac, OJlHA HA BCEM CBETE: KTO O Bac, Kpome MeHs, moaymaetr?! Jlonro
UJa 51, BCEro HaBUAAlach, JIOAEH MOHUMAI0, OTTOTO W TOBOPIO, YTO OJHU
BBl Ha BCEM CBeTe, MOM OeqHble CHPOTKU. BOT y3Hana s, 4To coBceM He
Oepexerb ceds, Bce Ha 0X0TaxX, Jia Ha 3a0aBaxX pa3HbIX, HEXOPOIIIO 3TO, MOK
royouuk. M 310poBbe CBOE UCIIOPTHUILIb, J]a M OT JeJIa OTYUHIIBCA.

«9X, cCOoBCeM Bce HcmopTuia Oadymika!» — AocaiyiuBO Moaymalia
napeBHa Haranbs. I[lpunnecca EnuzaBera nenana Buj, OyATO HUYEro He
CHBIIIAT, @ MOXET, U JEUCTBUTENIbHO He ciblmana. Ei mpocto ObLIO
CKy4YHO, U OHa pa3lisiibiBajia BCE, 4TO OBLIO BOKPYr Hee B komHare. Ho



UMIIEpATOp CIylla]l O4Ye€Hb BHHUMATENbHO. OH yXe pa3apakuiics,
MOKPACHEJ, TyObl €r0 HEPBHO APOTHYJIU.

— JlaBHO s 3TO cubliry, Oalyiika, — BAPYr CKazajl OH, — JaBHO
CHBIILY, YTO U JIYpHOH s, U JICHUBBIM, U TOJbKO O 3abaBax Aymatro. Bow,
KHS13b MEHIIMKOB TO U JEJ0 MOBTOPSI MHE 3TO!

Crapyuika noHsuia, 4To 3aiuia CIUIIKOM JaleKo.

— AX, MOH 30JI0TO, HE TOBOPHU Thl MHE O MEHIIMKOBE, —
BCTPENEHYJIACh OHA, — M KakK TeOe He Tpex MPUPABHATH MEHS K HeMy!.. —
W 4T0o0B1 IONIPaBUTH JIEJI0, OHA YK HE 3HaJa, YTO U CKa3aTh BHYKY. — XOTb
ObI ThI JxeHUJICcs, [leTpyiia, Bce Obl OHO JtyyIie ObLIO. ..

— Hy Bort, a cectpa u Terymka Jluza roBopsAr, 4T0 MHE HE CIIed U
aymMarb O >KEHHThOE, — OTO3Bajica wummeparop. — BoT Buaure,
oOpaTwiicsi OH K IIapeBHaM, — BOT U 0alOyIKa TOBOPHT, YTO JIydIlle MHE
KEHUTHCS !

— Ja 4to x, yx KoHeuHo, — mmentana Esmokus denopoBHa, —
KOHEYHO, JIy4Ill€ 10 3aKOHY, Jla U KE€Ha, MOXKET, MONaJeTCs IMyTHas, Tak OT
BCcero JaypHoro ory4uT. Hy, 37ech HET HEBECT MOAXOJAIIUX, TaK B UY>KHUX
CTpaHax Kakas-HHOyJIb TIpUHIIECCA TIOJIOWJIET, TOJBKO HE BBIOUpAIl
KpacaBuily MHCaHy0, OyJAEeT OHa AyMaTh O KpacoTe CBOEH Ja 0 Hapsiaax.

[{apuiia Opocuna HEBOJIBHBIM U 37100HBIN B3mIsAa Ha Enuzasery. Ta
MPOCTO M OTKPOBEHHO YNIBIOHYNAch eil. OpHako mopa ObUIO OKOHYHTH ATO
ceuganue. Ilerp 3aropomnuncs. baOymika mpousBena Ha HEro, Kak OH U
OXujana, AypHoe BreuariieHue. llapeBHbI Toke HE OBLIM €10 OCOOCHHO
noBOJIbHBL. OHa €llle cTajla yAepKUBAaTh BHYYaT, TOBOpWJA, YTO €IIE HE
ycIiejla Ha HMX HarIsIeThCs, yIpalluBajia WX Iodvalle BUAUTHCI C HEIO.
Ckazana, 4T0, HECMOTpPSI Ha CTapble CBOM TOJbl U HEMOIb, caMa OyAeT K
HUM €3/TUTb.

— Her, 6a0y1iika, BbI y’k HE O€CITIOKOMTECH, MBI Bac OyJieM HaBelllaTh, a
BBl HE €3/IMTE, HE TPeBOXKbTE ceOss! — ckazan IleTp Ha mpomanbpe. — A 1,
0aly11ka, 3aBTpa K€ pacropsiHKych, YTOOBI OBIJIO Y BAC BCSIKOE JTOBOJIBCTBO.

W roHbIN UMIIEpATOp yexal.

Crapymka ocrtajiach CHOBa OJJHa Y BECh BEYEp I'PYCTHO B3JbIXaja, a
HOYbIO OIATH €1 TPE3UITUCh CTPAIIIHBIC MPU3PAKH.

HNMnepaTop mocnemua UCIONHUTH CBOE obOemanue. 9 ¢eBpans oH
aBuics B BepxoBublii COBET M mpsiMO, @K€ HE CalsiCh HA CBOE MECTO,
OOBSBUJI, UTO W3 MOYTEHUS W JIIOOBU K TOCylapbiHe, 0aOylike CBOEH,
KEJAET, YTOObI €€ BEJIUYECTBO MO CBOEMY BBICOKOMY JOCTOMHCTBY, OBLIH



COZIep>KaHbl BO BCAKOM JIOBOJIbCTBE, M YTO ITycKald wieHbl CoBeTa yUMHAT
HaJJIeXkKalee OIpeseleHue W JIOHECYT eMmy ckopeil. Takum o0Opazowm,
perieHo ObUIO Ha3HAYUTh CIAEAYIOMIMM IITAT IS HAPULBL: €11 ONPEesioch
M0 MIECTUAECATH ThICSY pyOseil B TOA U BOJOCTh B JBE THICSYH JIBOPOB.
Kusa3p Bacunui Jlykuu lonropykuii u JImutpuin Muxannosud | onuusiH
ObLTM TIOCIaHbl K HEel JoHecTH 00 3ToM. K ToMy ke mMmriiepaTop mpukaszal
MM CKa3aThb LApHUIIE, YTO €CIM U CBEPX BCETO HTOTO HM3BOJHUT YETO
norpedoBaTh, TO OH, MMIEPATOp, MO O0CO0O0l cBoel K HeW IoOBU U
MOYTEHUI0, HE PEMUHET UCTIOJIHUTH BCAKOE €€ TpeOOoBaHUE.

v

7 mapTa ObL1a TOPKECTBEHHO OTIPa3gHOBaHa KOPOHAIM UMIIEpaTropa.
3a HECKOJIBKO JIHEH mepen 3TUM Top:xkecTBoM Iletp e3amn B CeprueBckyro
JaBpy TOBETh W MOJuTbcs. KopoHamusi mpa3aHoBajgach B TEUEHHUE
HECKOJIbKUX JIHEH, J1a U MOTOM BIUIOTH JIO BEJMKOIO IMOCTa MUIA Oajbl 3a
0anamu. Umneparop 3a0bL1 U AyMaTh 0 0alylllke, cCHayaja OH €Ile CUUTal
CBOMM JIOJITOM MPUTOTOBHUTH €¥1 MOMEIIEHUE BO JBOPIE, HO 3aT€M OTMEHUII
310 pemeHue. OHa octanack B JIeBUUbEM MOHACTBHIPE M BCErO pa3 TOJIBKO
npuekana K BHYKY. OmnSTh TpH 3TOM CBHAAHUM [PUCYTCTBOBAja
EnuzaBera, u crapyiika BepHysach k cede, yOexeHHas1, 4To Jesa €€ MI0XU
M 4YTO, BO BCSIKOM Cllyuyae, Hy>)KHO MOBPEMEHUTb, OXKUJIaTh, 4To Oymer. Ho
NOKyJa TPYAHO OBUIO pemuTh O OIM3KOM OyaylleM, MOKyAa BCE TOJBKO
BECENMWIUCh. locymapp Haual ¢ MWJIOCTEM CBOUM TPUOIMKEHHBIM:
Bacumuit Jlyknu u Aunekcedd [puropheBud ObLIM Ha3HAYEHbl YJICHAMU
Bepxosnoro Taitnoro Cosera, a IBan AnekceeBud — 00ep—KaMeprepom.

bapon AHnnpeit NBanoBuu [IO—TIPEKHEMY I10J1b30BAJICA
HEOTPAHWYEHHBIM JOBEPUEM MAJIEHBKOTO MMIIEPATOpa, NO—TIPEKHEMY BEIN
TaNHCTBEHHBIE M HUKOMY HE HM3BECTHBIE MHTPUTH. Tenepp OH Ka3ajics B
CaMbIX JPYKECKUX OTHOIICHUSX ¢ J[0JITOpyKUMU U B TO K€ BPEMs cTapacs
comm3uth Ilerpa ¢ bByrypnuabsiM, 1a0bbl OocIabuTh BiUsSIHUE (aBOpUTA.
Nmneparop nonnasanca OcTepMany, OH MEpeCTal peBHOBATh byTypinHa K
EmnzaBere, u cHoOBa KHsbkHAa Haraned ¢ yxacoM 3amMeruina, 4TO OH
OKOHYATEIbHO MOMUPHUJIICS C KpacaBUIICH TETKOM. 3amedana OHAa W CIe
OJTHO, YTO TMPHUBOAWIO €€ B Oombinoe cmyiieHue: MBan AnekceeBud



JloJIropykuii, COBEpIIEHHO OTKPBITO U HE CTECHSACH, HaYal yXaKMBaTh 3a
Enunzaseroni. OH MOJIb30BajICAd BCAKUM CIIy4Ya€M TaHLEBaTb U TOBOPHUTH C
HEI0 M KOHYMJI TE€M, YTO, HE CMYILIASICh, TOJKOBAJI €M O CBOMX YYBCTBAX, O
HEOOBIYafHOM  BCEMOTYIIIECTBE KpacoThl ee. EnmzaBera cHavaia
BO3MYTWIACh OJTHM, HO IO KOHEIl CTaja CIIOKOMHO IPUHUMATh €T0
yxaxuBaHbe. OHa paccyauiia, 4To (paBOPUT ITUM MOXKET TOJIBKO MOTYOUThH
ce0s, a MPOTUB €ro rudeyini OHa POBHO HHUYETO HE UMeEJa: YK depecuyp
3a3HaJIcs J{oATOpyKuid, COBCEM OBIAAEN UMIIEPATOPOM. . .

Bo nBopiie 0b11 Oosbiioi 6an. Hukorga emie He BUIETW MOCKOBCKHE
KUTEJIU HUYEro MOJI0O0HOTO, J1a U JJis NMeTepOyprcKUX BEIbMOX BCE 3ITO
ObLJIO HOBMHKA. B 1lapcTBOBaHKE BEJIMKOIO UMIIEpAaTopa OHHU HE MPHUBBIKIN
K 1mojo0oHoM pockornu. [lerp rHan Beskuit O1eck. Ha ero accamoOmiesx Obuia
npocToTa. [TaBHOE 3aKiIH04agoch B BECENbH, a OONIBIINX TPaT HE JAOIMyCKal
uMIeparop; ObIBajlo, OH MOSBISUICS B CBOEM CTapOM MOHOIIEHHOM ILIaThe,
B IITONAHHBIX YyJKaX U TpeOoBaj, 4yTOObl HUKTO HE HOCHUI JOPOTOro
iarhsi, 4YTOOBl C HEro mpumep Opaiu; Jake OOBIKHOBEHHO MpecieAoBall
MOJIOABIX MOJHWKOB, BEPHYBIIMXCS H3-3a TPAHMIbI, CMESJICA HAJl HUMH,
Apa3HUi MX, @ MHOTZA Jake U Haka3biBajld. Teneps ke ObLIO COBCEM HE TO,
Tenepb KaXKIblil XOTeN MepelieroisaTh Apyroro OOrarelM KOCTIOMOM;
KEHIIUHbl  CUSUIA  JPAarolleHHbIMM  KAMEHbSIMH,  YIUBUTEIbHBIMU
3arpaHUYHbBIMM KPY>K€BaMU; IMOSBWIOCH MHOIO $ICTB M NUTEH HOBBIX,
BBIBE3EHHBIX H3-32 TrpaHulpl. VHOCTpaHHBIE PE3UJECHTHI OTIIHMCHIBAIU K
CBOMM JIBOpaM: BO Bcell EBpome HEeT Takou pOCKOIIM, Kakas 3aBeJIaCh IPH
JIBOPE MOCKOBCKOM.

B uuncne mpucyTcTBOBaBIIMX Ha Oalie HAXOAWIIACh, MEXKY MPOYUM, U
repuornHs  Kypimsiaackas, AmnxHa oaHHOBHa, MpUINIAlIEHHas  Ha
KOpoHalu. Mano Kro oOpaman Ha Hee BHUMaHUE, HUKOTO He
WHTEpECcOBaja JTa HEKpachBas W HE HWMEBIIAsg HUKAKOTO BIIUSHHSA
npuHuecca; gaxe Ilerp, U mapeBHa HE CUMTAIM HYKHBIM OBITH OCOOEHHO
mo0e3HpiME ¢ Hew. OdeHb CKydyHas Opomuiia OHAa IO KOMHATaM H
NOMBIIUISATIA O TOM, YTO HECPABHEHHO Jiydlle el y cels 1oma, Iie OHa
TOCIIOXKA, I7I€ IMOYTUTEIBHO K HEM OTHOCATCH, I/Ie OHA HA IEPBOM IUIAHE U
3aTMEBAET BCEX €CIIM HE KPACOTOM, TaK BEIMYMEM CBOMM W 3HAYECHHEM.
Tenepsp ke OHa HE MOIJIa CIIOPUTH JIa)Ke ¢ TocienHe (perInHOM: BOH Kak
BCE OHM KPAacCHBBI, KaK BCE Pa30J€Thl, KAKUMH BaKHBIMH KaXKyTCs, & OHA U
OJIEThCA IIO—MOJHOMY HE YMEET, Ja U KaKOW HapsJ NOMIET K HEW: pocCTy
OHA OIPOMHOT0, CIIO)KEHHE IMOYTH MYXKCKOE, JIMLIO CMYTIIOE, HOC OOJIBIION,



B3IVIA]] YTPrOMbIA. OTHOMY TOJIBKO YEJIOBEKY U MUJIa OHA 37€Ch, 1a U TOTO C
coboii mpusesna oHa u3z Kypnsaaauu. Yenosek 3tor — DpHcT-MBan bupon,
CBIH IPOCTOTO CIIYKHUTENS repuoroB KypiasHACKUX, HO I HEE OH JOPOKE
BCEX NPHUHIEB M KOPOJEH, TOJBKO C HUM M OTBOAUT OHA NYIIYy, €MY
nepeIaeT CBOU BIEUATIICHUSI, CBOM 3aMEYaHMUsl, )KAIYETCsl Ha CBOU OOMIBI.

— llorepniure, — menuer e bupon, — Bce nepemenurcs. o cux
nop y Hac Jpy3eil TyT He ObLIO, a TeNeph APY3bs HAUIYTCS, S YK KOW—KOTO
3alpUMETUII, KO€ C KEM IEPEeroBOpmwil U Jaxe cOnusmics; oOliackaH
JIeBeHBOJIBIOM, HY @ OH Y€JIOBEK CUJIbHBIM M HAC HE OCTABUT — HEIAPOM
CIOZIa TPUEXAIIH.

VYXOAUT OT HEro CHENIHO TepPIOruHsS WU CHOBAa OpPOJUT MO KOMHATaMm,
MMPOM3BOAS HA BCEX HENPHUITHOE BICYATIICHUE CBOEH CyMpPadHOM,
HEKpPAaCHUBOM HAPYKHOCTBbIKO, M, KOHEYHO, HM OHAa, HU Jpyr ee¢ bupown,
yCTpauBasi CBOM MAJICHBKME Ji€Jla M 3apydasCh ITOKPOBUTEIBCTBOM
Kakoro-HuOynb JIeBeHBOJIba, U BO CHE HE TPE3AT O TOM, YTO CKOPO, OYEHb
CKOpO, BEPHYTCSI OHM OMSTh B 3TH 3aJibl, U OeqHAas, 103a0bITasi repOruHs
OyzleT BeJIMYaThCs Tocynapbineil umneparpuiieii AHHo MoanHOBHOIM, a cam
OoH, JDpHCT bupoHn, caenaercs repuorom KypiassHICKHMM M MOTYILECTBEHHBIM
BilacrenuHoM Poccun.

Ho kak Hu rpycTHa v HU TieyaiibHa AHHa IBaHOBHA, a eme rpycTHee u
neyajgbHee BeluKas KHsbkHa Haranes. Ycnokownach OHa ObLIO, BUIA
pa3phIB Opara ¢ niecapeBHoOi Enn3zaBeToi, a Teneps Takke KpydrHa, MpoCTO
TOIIHO TVISIIETh €M Ha HUX; BOT OH JIa’ke OOMKaTh €€ CTal — JOJIKEH ObLI
HauaTh 0an ¢ Herw, a Hayan ¢ EnuzaBeTol, gaxke U nepes NpuaBOPHBIMU U
WHOCTPAHHBIMU MUHUCTPAMH HENPUWINYHO U oOuaHo. M ckpbliack ¢ Oana
napeBHa Haranbs, yuuia B cBou anaprameHThl. [lomnakana ona cHavana, 1a
MOTOM W YyCHOKOWJIAach, Ojaro Hamuia ce0e BO3MOXKHOCTh YCIOKaWBaThCs
TENEPh B IPYCTHBIE MUHYTHL.

B 4em ke 3Ta BO3MOXHOCTb, YTO CBETIOE MEIBKHYJIO TIEpPEN
cnabeHbkol, 00MbHOM IMapeBHON? OAWH YETOBEK OO TOBOPHUII C HEIO,
YeJIOBEK ITOT — HUCIMAHCKUN MOocHaHHUK repuor ne—Jlupus. He cam mo cebe
OH €l MHTEPECEH, a HHTEPECHBl €ro peudh. YK HE B IEPBBIA pa3
TAaMHCTBEHHO 3arOBApMBAET OH C HEIO, 4 OH YMEET TaK JIOBKO, TaK MUJIO
BECTH pas3roBopbl. CHauajla BCE€ ONUCHIBAI OH €W CBOK CTpaHy —
npekpacHyro VMcnanvio, moToM cama OHa HE 3aMETUJIA, KaK 3TO CIYYUIIOChH,
BJIPYI CTaJl OH pacckas3blBaThb €H MPO MOJIOAOTO HMCIAHCKOro WH(paHTa
Kapnoca, mpo To, 4ro WH(}AHT CWIBHO 3aWHTEPECOBAaH €10, 3a0YHO B



BOCTOpIe OT Hee 10 MUCbMaM €ro, repuora JInpus, — 1 KOHYUI UCIIAaHCKUN
MOCJIAHHUK TEM, YTO IIEMHYJ BEJIUKON KHSDKHE O TOM, KaK XOpOIIo ObLIO
Obl eil BeITH 3aMyx 3a uH(panTa Kapnoca. UTo x TyT Takoro, yx He B
MEPBBIN pa3 TOJKYIOT O €€ OyayIIeM U IMPeiaraloT €M >KeHUXOB TO TOTO, TO
IPYroro; HO HUKTO €II€ HE TOBOPUJII C HEIO, KAK MCIAHCKUW Teplor, HUKTO
€lle HUKOIZJAa HE CyMmeJl TaK 3auHTepecOBaTb €€, TaK 04apoBaTb CBOUMH
pacckazamu. Ilociie mepBoro pasropopa LapeBHa BCIO HOUb BHUJIENIA BO CHE
HEBEJIOMYIO BOJIIEOHYIO CTpaHy M HEBEJOMOTrO BOJIIEOHOTO MPHUHIA.
Huxorna eme He ciaydaloch ¢ HEW 3TOro, HUKOIZA OHA HE JAymaja HUA O
KaKMX IPUHIAX, a BOT TEIEph AyMaeT, U CaMOM €l CMEIIHO, a BCE kK& OT
IyM CBOHX OTAENarbCs He MOXeT. Kaxnplii pa3, Bcrpedasch ¢ Jlupus, eun
X0UeTCsl, YTOOBI OH CHOBA 3aroBOpi 00 MH(paHTe, U KKl pa3 OH yMEeT
HAUTHU Cllydall W CKas3aTh OxujgaeMoe ciioBo. Hy, a cerogHs 4to X —
CEerOH OH JaXe Jal €W, Ja TakK, 4YTO JTOr0 HHUKTO HE BHUIEI,
MUHHATIOpHBIA nopTtpeT JloH—Kapioca, TOJIbKO YTO BBICIAHHBIA €My W3
Hcnanuu. L{apeBHa He XoTena B3SATh 3TOTO MOPTPETA, XOTENA CHOBA OTAATh
repLory, a Kak-To Tak CIy4WJIOCh, UTO HE OTJiajia, a B3sija ero ¢ co0olo, u
BOT OH Temneph y Hee B kapmaHe. OHa ofHA y ce0si, HUKTO €€ HE BUJIUT.
TUXOHBKO BBIHYJIA OHAa U3 KapMaHAa MAaJECHbKUN IOPTPETHUK U CTaja €ro
pasmisaabiBarh. Kakoi kpacapell, HUKOTJA, HUKOTAAa OHA TAaKOTO HE BHjaaa!
On cHuncs e, atot Jlon—Kapnoc, HO U Bo CHE OB XyKe, YeM Ha CaMOM
nene.«HYTo kK 3TO i Takue DIYNOCTH JIeNIat0, Takoe ayMaro?!» — KpacHes
rOBOPUT cele 1apeBHa, a MBICIU HE MPOXOAAT. B 3TuX MbIcisx 3a0biBaeT
OHAa CBOE€ rope U CBOE OJIMHOYECTBO U BCE, YTO CMYIIAET €€. 3a0bIBAaeT OHA U
CBOIO CJIa0OCTh, U MYUYUTEIbHYIO OOJIb B TPYId, KOTOpas BOT OMSITh CTalla
BO3BpalaThCs Yalle U Yalle. . .

A B »3TO BpeMs Oal HAET CBOMM YEPEIOM; OXXKHUBJICHHBIEC Iaphl
BCTPEYAIOTCS B KOHTPAAHCAX; UMIIEPATOP TO U €TI0 TaHIyeT ¢ Enn3aBeTou;
HO BOT OH yCTaJ, yIIEJ W3 TAHUEBAJIbHOW 3aJIbl B JIPYTYIO, TAE U BEJEI
nonath cede yxuH. C MUHYThl HAa MHUHYTY OHHU JIOJDKHBI CIOJIa SIBUTHCA: U
JInza, m kHA3p MBaH; HO OHM He ABILItOTCA. MMmeparopy CTaHOBUTCA
CKYY4HO — OH OJWH, KPYI'OM HEHHTEPECHO, BCE HEHYXXHbBIC JIIOIU.
TopormImBO OKOHYMJI OH CBOM YKHMH M BbIlIiea B 3ainy.«Yto 310? MBan
TaHyeT ¢ JIM30M, OH HAKJIOHSETCA K HEW, YTO-TO TOBOPUT €U, HaKe
menyer... Kakoe y Hero aumno!» — UM onate no3adeiToe ObUI0€ 4yBCTBO —
PEBHOCTb CTYUYUTCS B €70 CEPJILIE, U HE CBOAUT OH IJIa3 C ITUX JIBYX JIFOJEH,
KOTOPBIX TaK JIIOOUT. A OHU Bce BMecTe. BOT okoHueH TaHen. Jloaropykuii



BCe ke He orxoauT oT Enumszasersl. IleTp He nBuraercs ¢ Mecra, Bce

cMoTpuT. Jluio ero mobnegHeno0, mia3a ropsT, OH BECh — HEOObIYaitHOE
BojHeHue. [logxoaut k Hemy 6apoH OcTtepmaH.
— Angpen MBaHbI4, — MIENYET MMIEPATOP, — C KAKOM ITO CTATH

KH13b MIBaH HE OTXOJUT OT HNPUHIECCHI?

OcTtepMaH HAaBOCTPUJI YIIIU U IPUCTAIIBHO B3MIAHYN Ha [lerpa.

— Kak He orxomut, rocymaps? [la BBl K€ caMu TAHIEBAIHA C HEIO,
KOKETCs, TOoApS] TpU KOHTAaHca. Yto )k TyT Takoro? Bel 3Haere, Kak
MpUHIIeCCca JTIOOUT TaHIIeBaTh, a KHsI3b MIBaH XOpOIIIO TaHITyET.

Ho umneparop BHe cedsi, OH He JoBoJieH oTBeToM OcTepmaHa, U Koraa
K HeMy noaxomauT Jlonropykuii, OH TpO3HO DJISAAT HA HETO W
OTBOPAUYNBACTCHI.

— 3a 4To 3T0? — paBHOAYUIHO W yiblOasick copamuBaer lMBaH
AJekceeBUd. — AX Ja, TOHUMAlO: Tocyaapb MeHs peBHyeT. Hy 4to XK,
HUYETO, OPEBHYM, MOCEPAUCH, CKOPO IIOMUPUMCH. . .

W Takoi e paBHOAYIIHBIN, TAKOW K€ YBEPEHHBIM B CBOEU CUJIC U B
TOM, YTO HUYEM OH ceOe MOBpPeauTh HE MOXKET, oTxoauT WBan [lonropykuit
OT rocyaapss U HUJET B Ty CTOPOHY, IJ€ OOJbIEe MOJOJbIX, KPacCHUBBIX
JKEHIIUH. MexXay HUMM OH BHUIUT CECTPY CBOK, KOTOpash YTO-TO
OKMBJICHHO TOJIKYET C MOJIOABIM IUIEMSHHUKOM aBCTPUMCKOTO IIOCIA,
rpadgom Musnesnmo. Mexay HUMH OH BUJIUT U APYTYIO MOJIOYIO JIEBYIIIKY
M BHE3AIIHO MOPAXACTCS €H; OHA CUIWAT B YIOJKY 3aJbl, MOAAJbIIE OT
npyrux. CrpoliHass W 4YyAHO-TIPEKpacHas, pPaBHOAYLIIHO—CIOKOWHBIM
B3[VIIIOM DIISIAUT OHA Ha OKPYXKAIOUIEE OXKHUBJICHUE W BEJUKOJIENHUE W,
KaKETCsl, TpUHUMAeT BO BceM Mano yvactusa. O! Kak ona xopoma! Kakum
oOpa3oM He 3amedan OH ITOM ee KpacoThl? A BeIb JaBHO OH 3HAET ITY
neBylKy. OH IMTOAXOAUT K HEW U CATUTCS PAJIOM C HEIO.

— 3ayeM He TaHIyelllb, TpaguHa? — TOBOPUT OH €.

— VYcrana, Ban AnekceeBW4, — IOAHMMAeT OHA HA HETO CBOU
Yy/IHbIe, OOJIBIITNE T1a3a, OMYIIEHHBIE JJIMHHBIMUA, TEMHBIMU PECHUIIAMH.

— IloiaeM TaHIIEBaTh CO MHOK, — IIIEMYET OH CHOBA.

— Ycrana, 1ail OTHOXHYTh, KHS3b.

— Yto penko ObIBaellb y MaTYIIIKHU Jia y cecTep? — crpaniuBaet MBan
AJlekceeBUY MOCIE MUHYTHOTO MOJTYaHUSL.

— He penko ObIBato, Aa TOJbKO T€Os HUKOTAA HETY, HE BUAHO TEOsI, ThI
J0Ma He ObIBaellb, — 3aMEYaeT JIeByLIKA.

— AX, ecnu 0 s 3HaJ, KOorza Thl Y Hac, TOo Bceraa Obiai Obl Joma!



OH DISIAUT el OpsiMO B TJla3a CBOMM CMEJIbIM, OJIECTSIIUM B3IVISIIOM;
OMYCKAIOTCSL €€ JJIMHHBIE PECHUIbI, HEXHBIM PYMSHEI BCIBIXMBAET Ha
HIeKax ee, He TO TPyCTHasi, He TO HACMEIUINBAs yJIbIOKa TPOTaeT ee ryObl U
TUXUM TOJIOCOM OHa OTBEYaeT (haBOPUTY:

— IloGeperu TBOU cnoBa AJiA IPYTUX, a 1 UM BCE PaBHO HE MOBEPIO. ..

Paznarorcst HOBbIE 3ByKHM, W HauumHaeT MBaH AJiekceeBHY TaHEI[ C
KpacaBHIIEN JI€BYIIKOM, M BCE IMPUTOKEE OHA €My KaXKETCS: KaK OHa
TAHIYET, KaK IUUIABHO BBICTYNAET, Kakas [WBHAs II€s, KaKUe pPyKH, a
IJIABHOE, €CTh B HEM UTO-TO TaKOE€, YTO-TO TUXO—CIOKOMHOE, COAEpKallee B
cebe Tuxyro cwiy. W onsate moBropser mpo ceds u3ymisieHHo lBaH
AnekceeBnd:«Kak MOT s, KaK MOT MPOIVIANETh TAKYI0 YyIHYI AEBYIIKY?!
YAUBUTENIBLHO XOpolla OHa, 3Ta KpacaBuna — Haranes bopucosna
[IIepemeTreBay.

%

C panHero yrpa M 0 Beyepa 3BOHWIM M OT3BAaHHUBAIM BCE COPOK
COPOKOB IIEPKBEH MOCKOBCKHX, CIIPaBIsJIach BEJIMKOINOCTHAs CIIyk0a;
HapoJ MNpPaBOCIABHBIM MOJIWICS, TOBEJ, HCHOBEHAJICS W MPUYALIAJICS.
3aTuXJI U ABOPIIOBBIE MPA3THECTBA, HO HE MOT UMIIEPATOP YAEPKATHCS OT
ApYyrux cOOJIa3HOB: TO U JIEJ0 ye3Kall OH Ha OXOTY, TPOBOIMII 110 HECKOIBKO
CYTOK 3a MOCKBOIO, BO3BpAILIAJICS HA I€Hb—APYIOW, 1a U ONATh HAYMHAJ TO
xe camoe. BOT u mocT BEIMKUI KOHYAETCSI, MPOIIIa CTpACTHAsI HENEHsT —
ApYroM, yXe Becelblil 01aroBecT pa3HOCUTCS B BECEHHEM Bo3ayxe. CHer
JaBHO Hayajl TasTh, Py4Ybd MOOEXKAIM MO MOCKOBCKHM YJIHIAM, IO
OOLIMPHBIM OropojaM; cOeraroT OHM C XOJMOB U C MpUTOpKoB. M3-mon
TAJIOTO CHEra KOe—TAE 3€MJId HAUMHACT BHUIHETHCS, POCTKH TPaBBI
MPOUUJIOTOAHEN TMOKa3bIBAIOTCA. BOT M COBCEM HET CHeEra, TOJIBKO €Il
MEeCTaMU JISKHUT JIEOK XPYNKUN U MPO3PAYHbIiA, U OBICTPO TAae€T OT Jydeu
BEIIHMX. MOpo3Hass THUIIMHA HEBO3MYTHMAas 3aMEHWIACh BECEJBIM
niebeTaHbeM OECUMCIEHHBIX ITHIl, HEBEJOMO OTKyJa HAJIETEBIINX; BCE
OKMBWJIOCh M KHUIIHWT HOBOM JKU3HBIO M CIEIIUT HACIAJUTHCS HEIOJITUM
TEIUIBIM BpeMEHEM. Majo—nomainy OIyIIAalTCs JEpPEBbs, TpaBa BCIOAY
3a3€JICHENa, 1BETHI JKEIIThIE 3arecTpend. [[eHp 3a THEM UIyT U IMPOXOIST
TaKk OBICTPO, UTO ONISHYThCS HE YCHEElIb; IBETET Yk 4YepeMyXa, BETKHU



CHUPEHM MOYEPHENIN U TOTO MISIAU PACIyCTITCS, 2 UMIIEPATOP BCE HA OXOTE:
B BepxoBHbIil COBET yk€ HE 3aIIs[IBIBACT, C€IIE HEYACPKUMEE, UEM 3UMOIO,
BJICYET €ro Teneph Jrodumas 3abasa. Uto B ropoae? [[yniHo, CTEHBI JIaBsT,
KU3Hb TaM TakKasi CKy4Hasi: OJJHU U T€ K€ PEeUH O JejaxX pa3IndHbIX.

[TycTh KOMY 71000 3TO, KOMY 3TO HPaBUTCS, TOT U 3aHUMACTCS JIeTIaMU,
a MOJIOIOMY MaJBdUKy B JIEC TENEPh XOYETCS, B IIMPOKOE CBEXKEE
NpuBOJIbE. JIyIMIMCTBII BECEHHHMI BO3JyX TaK W BIMBAECTCA B TPyldb H
BO30y)X/JIa€T B HEW HOBBICE YYBCTBA; HESACHBIC, MPUUY/JIUBBIC, IOYTH
o6ecopMeHHbIE, HO MOTYy4YHe TPe3bl CO BCEX CTOPOH HaruibiBaroT. Kyma-To
JIETETh XOUETCsI, XOUETCSl YEro-TO HEBEAOMOT0, OJ1aKEHHOTO, YTO U OJIM3KUM
U JAJICKUM KaXETCs, — W HUYEeM YK Tenepb He 3amanumb llerpa
AJlekceeBrYa BO JBOPLIOBBIE MOKOH, /1a U HEKOMY 3aMaHHUBaTh. J[aBHO yxk
OTCTYNWICS OT BOCIHTaHHUKA CBOEro OapoH AHjpei MBaHOBUY U BecCh
yuien B Jesia TOCyJJapCTBEHHBIE /1a B CBOU JIEJIa JIUYHBIE.

Kak Hu xutpun, kak HU 00XOIWJI KpyroMm Bcex AHpapei MBanoBuu, a
BCE€ YCIIEJI OH MOCCOPUTHCA ¢ MosiobiM (paBoputom MBanom Jlonaropykum.
Tor Ha Hero Temnepb MpPU BCIKOW BCTPEUE HAITYCKAETCSA, HU NEPEN KEM HE
CKpBIBAaET CBOEHW Bpaxkabl K HEMY. 3aTo C OTIHOM (aBopuTa, AJekceem
['puropreBudem, Oonblnas Temepb JApyxk0a y ©Oapona Octepmana.
YacTeHbKO cTain 3amsaapiBaTh AHapen MBaHoBudu B nanarel J(oaropykux u
BCEIJIa TaM €My paayIliHas BCTpeya.

I'ocymaps o 00bI4ar0 Ha oxote; ¢ HUM u MBan AnekceeBnd. Ho KHA3b
Anekcell [puropreBHY Ha 3TOT pa3 HE IOe€Xald, MOHE3AOPOBHIIOCH €MY
4TO-TO U ocTajics aoMa. CUIUT OH y ce0si, B OKHO CMOTPUT OTKPHITOE, a
nepen HuM AHapei IBaHOBHY, TOJIKYIOT, M BCE O TOM K€ UMIIEPATOPE U €TI0
daBopure. XKanyercs Anekcert [ puropbeBrUY Ha ChIHA.

— Kakoit on MHe cbiH! — TOBOpPUT OH O6apoHy. — OH Moel morubdenu
TOJILKO XOYET.

— Hy, yx u norubenu! bonbHO TbI, KHS3b AJIEKCEW, Ha CIIOBa
HeBo3ZepkaH. Kak Moker 3Takoe crtarbes? He mormGenu TBoel xouer, a
MPOCTO YAEPKY ceOe HE 3HAET U HUYETO C HUM CJIeNIaTh HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Jla, 3TO TOYHO... COBCEM OT PyK OTOWIICS: u3banoBanu ero. Benp
BOH HaMEJHU MTPOCTYIUJICS 3TO OH Ha OXOTe, pa30oiiescsi, TOBOPUT; Ja
Kakoe TaM pa30ojescs, MPOCTO MPUBEPEAHUYAET, a BEAb TOCYAAPH-TO
npuexai, HI Ha MUHYTY HE BBIXOJIMJI OT HEro, TaK W CIaJl B €r0 KOMHATe;
BOT Kakas y HUX HbIHYe apyx0Oa! IlpaBo, cuy 3TO s Temepb HE TpHU



rocyaape, BOT M CTpax OepeT MEHs, TOrO U XAy, YTO 10 MHUJIOCTH ChIHKA
IONay B HEMUJIOCT.

— Ilycroe! — omsats 3ameuaer OctepmaH, a caM JyMaeT:«BOT ITYIIbIN
YEJ0BEK, TaKE ChIHY 3aBUAYET!»

A kH13b Anekcelt [ puropbeBud kak Oy1To Obl OTBEUAET HA €r0 MBICIb.

— IIpaBo, npyr Anapeii MBaHbI4, Tak TEMeph MOMBIILISAIO: XOTh OBI 32
4YTO, MPO YTO, a BO3HEHABHJEN Obl €ro rocyaapb, yaaauia Obl OoT ceods,
APYroro Koro Obl Ha €ro MECTO B APY3bsl BHIOpa, TOJBKO KTO Obl TeOe ObLI
YIOZIeH Ja JAPY>KeH C TOOOI0.

AHnpeit MiBaHOBHY Onarofaput KHs3sl 3a Takylo JO00OBb K ce0e u
coOupaeTcs MpoUIaThCsl, HEBTEPIIEK €My 3THU NIyIbIE pedud, JOOUT OH C
YMHBIMU JIFOJIbMU BECTH KOMIIAHWIO, @ HET TaKuX, TaK YK JIyd4lle
MOTOJIKOBaTh CaMOMy € €00010... Jla U He O4YeHb YX HYXEH eMy Tenepb
Anexceii ['puroppreBud — cpasy CyMell XUTPhI HeMell 3a0paTh €ro B pyKu;
TENEPb OH EMY MWJIEE ChbIHA POAHOIO CHENAJCS, HE YUAET yK OT HEro; BO
BCAKYI0O MUHYTY OJHUM CJIOBOM €ro BEpPHYTh K ce0e BO3MOxHO. M yxomut
Annpein MBanpd. KHs3b OCTaeTcss cO CBOMMH TPEBOTaMH M MBICIIAMHU O
TOM, YTO BOT—BOT POJHOM ChIH HAarOBOPHUT LIApPIO HA OTLA. A ChIH HU O YeM
OYPHOM HE JyMaeT, MPOTHUB OTLA HE 3JI00CTBYET: €My Obl CAMOMY XOPOLIO
ObUTO, a JIpyrMM OH Melarb He crtaHeT. Muoe nenmo Gapon Ocrtepmad:
npetut eMy AHnpeld MBaHb4, HE BBIHOCUT OH IJ1a3 €r0 XHUTPBIX, €ro
MATKHX, KOIIAUbUX YXBaTOK, (DAJIbIIMBBIM B HEM YEJIOBEK €My UYIAUTCS, a
KHs3b VIBaH JM1OOUT pycckux Jirofed, 4To0 Bech ObLT Hapachaiiky, HeMIIEB
HEJOTI00IUBAET, EMY Obl XOTEJIOCh COBCEM YBOJIMTH HEMIIEB, UTOO HE JIE3JIH
CO CBOMMH COBETaMH, HE MEIIAIUCh B JieJla PyCcCKUEe. XOTEI0Ch Obl eMmy
BEpHYTH cTapyto Pyck, mo3a0bITh coBceM o IleTepOypre, 3axxuth B Mockse
IIMPOKO M BECEJO: MUPOBATH J1a BECEIUTHCS, O 3aBTPAIIHEM JIHE HE yMaTh.
HckpeHHO OH JIOOUT CBOErO rocynapsi U Apyra, a €ciy IypHOMY €ro YYuT,
TaK CaM XOPOLIEHBKO HE 3HAET, lyPHOE 3TO WIIA XOpOIIEe.

becniytHbIli uenmoBek BaH AJiekceeBMY, a BCE K€ Aylla y HEro
IMpOKasi, 100pas ayla, TOJbKO, NEUCTBUTEIBHO, HUKAKOTO YAEpKYy cede
HE 3HaeT. BoT OH BEpHYJCS ¢ 0XOThI, ToMOM mpuexan. OTen ToTdac ke Ha
Hero HakuHyjlcsa:«Uto tak monro mpomaxan? Tel, Moy, BCEMY NMPUYUHOM.
Yaii, HEBECTh UTO HAXYXKaJl B yIIU F'OCYIapI0, HA BCEX HArOBOPUJI, TOJILKO
Obl T€OE OTHOMY MHUJIOCTH, JIyIIa TBOSI HEHACKITHAS ! »

[ToxkuMaeT Ha 3TU HeEMyTHble peun Iedamu MBan AsekceeBud. OH
y’K€ IPUBBIK K OTILY U HE IPUHUMAET B CEPhE3HOE €ro OpaHb U MOMPEKH.



— Jla mepectanb, 0aTioNIKa, — TOCKJIMBO TOBOPUT OH, — 4TO 51 TeOe
JieJ1at0, OCTaBb Thl MEHs B mokoe!.. Mnu 0e3 MeHs HaroBOpwics cO CBOUM
OcrepmanoM?.. Yail, 10 KOCTOYKaMm IiepeOupand MeEHs, Hy W
YIOBOJILCTBYHCSI, OOHUMAICS Thl C HEMEIIKOW KJI€aTypoM, a MEHsI HE TPOTail.

— Hy 4T0 THI NaembCa? — KpUUUT HA Hero otel. — Kak Thl cMmeentb
TaKOro TMOYTEHHOTO 4YeJloBeKa, Kak OapoH AHuaped HMBaHbiu, 003bIBAThH
KJICaTypou?..

— J1aBHO JIM THI K€ CaM TakK Ha3bIBal ero! — cmeercst B oTBeT MBaH
AJtekceeBu.

OTOT CMEX OKOHYATEJIbHO BBIBOJUT W3 TEPIICHUS CTAPOTO KHS3S: OH
HAaKUJBIBACTCSI HA ChbIHA YyThb HE C KyJakamMu. A B COCEIHENM KOMHATE
CJBIIIEH LIETOT.

«Tam cectpbl, — nymaer MBan AnekceeBud. — To-to, yan, Karroma
paayeTcs, 4To OTell Ha MeHd HakuHylcs! HeHaBUIUT OHA MEHs, a 3a 4YTO
HEHAaBUIUT, YK MPaBO, HE 3HAK. Sl BOT XO4uy €€ Lapulen Clejiarb, a OHA
MEHSI  HEHABUIWT, BCE KaKUM-TO  H3BEPrOM  MEHS  CUMTAIOT,
YEJIOBEKOHEHABUCTHUKOM, 3a 4YTO 3 07To, locmomu, mpaBo yma He
npuwioxy!.. OgHOrO *Kenaro, YToObl MEHSI OCTABWIIA B MOKOE, YTOOBI Jaiu
M0 JAyllle TOBECENUThCS, HE Melalu Obl MOEH MKWU3HU, TaK HET, He
OCTABJISIFOTY.

Oren, MeXxay TEM, KPUYUT BCE€ TPOMYE M TpOMYE, CTpAIIHEE U
CTpalllHEe €ro YyMpeKu, TocKa 3abupaercs B aymry MBana AmnekceeBuda.
bexxan Ob1 U3 10MY, HE TJIsAIeT OBl HU Ha KOTO.

— barromka, na nmomanu Tel! — OTYasHHBIM TOJIOCOM, HAKOHEL,
nporoBopui oH. — [IpaBo, mociaymiate Te0sI, Xy»Ke 5 3Bepsl JIIOTOTO.

— A TBI KaK 0 cebe aymaenib? — KpuauT Asekceit [ puropbeBud. —
YUto x ThI Mojlaraeiib, HUKTO M3 HAC TBOUX MPOAECIOK HE BHUJUT, ThI
MOJIaraeliib, Mbl HE 3HA€M, 4TO OT BCEX OTBPAIACIIb ThI TOCYAApS.

— O, T'octtogu, na xorma xe? KTo MOXeT cKa3aTh 9TO M KTO OT MEHA
BUJIEIT YTO JypHOE?

— TbI BOH KO3HM CBOM CTpPOHUIIb Terepb 0apoHy AHapero MBaHbIuy, a
TOTO HE CcOOOpa3uillb, YTO YMHEE M TIOJIe3HEE ATOr0 YeJOBEKa HAUTH
HEBO3MOXHO. [T1yn Tb1, IBaH, BOT 4TO, @ ¥ 3011 K TOMY *e!

benublil kHA3b MIBaH COBCEM B OTHASIHUU, EMY JABHO YK€ HAJIOEIIU BCE
AT JOMAIIHUE CLEHBI, BCE 3TH WMHTPUTH; NAXKE B Pas3ryyie ¢ HEKOTOPOTO
BPEMEHH HE HAXOAUT OH MPEKHETO BECEIIBSI.

«3Ix, OpocuTh OBI BCe, yITH ObI!» — JTyMaeTcst emMy.



— Jla koM Tak, — TMOYTH CO CJI€3aMU OTBEYAET OH OTILY, — KOJIU BbI
TOYHO BC€ 000 MHE TaK JyMaere, Tak HAWTE K Iapio, OOHECUTE MEHS
KaK-HUOy/lb, 4TOO OH MepecTan JIIOOUTh MEHs, 4TOO OH yIajluid MEHS OT
cebs. CoznmareneM KISIHYyCh, cioBa He ckaxy! Paxg Oymy OpocuTh Bce,
TOJILKO 4YTOO MEHS B TOKOE OCTaBWJIM, TOJIBKO YTOO HE CIBIXaTh 3ITHX
BEYHBIX MOIMPEKOB, 3TUX 00U OT pOAHBIX cBoux. OCTaBiIIO Bac BCEX, yilay,
€CIIM MHE MECTa MaJjlo MEXAy BaMu!..

OH eaBa MOXET TOBOPUTH OT BOJIHGHUS W OTYasHUS U BHIOETACT B
COCEJTHIOI0O KOMHAaTy. YBHUJEB €ro, KHsbkHa ExarepuHa oTBOopauuBaeTcs U
BBIXOIUT B JIPYTUE JIBEPH, 1K€ U BCTPETUTHCS C HUM HE XOYET.

Ho B koMHare elie KTo-To, Kakas-To *eHiruHa. OHa MOIXOIUT K KHS3I0
WBany u npotsiruBaet emy pyky. OHa DISIAUT €My B IViaza, DISIUT Ha JUIO
ero OJIETHOE U YUTAET B HUX yCTAJIOCTh, TOCKY U OTYAsIHUE.

— VYCIIOKOWCS, KHSI3b, — TOBOPUT OHA THUXHUM TOJIOCOM, — ST BCE
cibllana, s MOHUMAalo, KaKk BCE 3TO JIOJDKHO TeOS MYyYHUTh W TeOs Temepb
MMOHMMATh HAYMHAIO; BEPIO 5, YTO Thl TOBOPUIIb HCKPEHHO M YTO Thl COBCEM
HE TaKOB, KAKMM OHH TeO0s1 N300pakaroT.

CtpaHHO U OTpagHO CIHbIIaTh 3TH ciioBa MBany AsekceeBuuy. OH
YKAJITHO BCIYIIMBACTCS B TUXUU, JIACKAIOUIUN TOJIOC, TOBOPSAILIUN €MY, KaIHO
BCMaTpPUBAETCSl B UYJIHOE JIUIIO, KOTOPOE Mepes ero niazamu. MrHOBEHHO
CTHUXAET TOCKA €r0, OH CXBAThIBAET MPOTAHYTYIO EMY PYKY U MPHKUMAET €€
K ry0am CBOUM.

— Tony6ymika, Haransst bopucoBna! — mender on. — Cnacu6o Tebe,
YTO XOTh Thl 32 MEHSI 3aCTYIAeIIbCs, Cacu0o0 3a cjIoBa TBOU JOOpBIE, UMU
JyIa MOS JICYUTCHL. ..

Mornonas rpaduns [llepemeTeBa onmyckaer 11a3a, Ha KOTOPBIX OJIECTST
HEBOJIbHBIE CJIe3bl. XOTS M CIICIIUT OHA MPoYb OT KHs3sl VIBaHa, HO ¢ HUM
OCTalOTCs €€ AyMbl. A OH, TIO €€ YXOJIE, JOJIT0O CTOUT HEMOABUKHO U CaM HE
3HAET, YTO ¢ HUM Takoe. Hukorga He BcTpeuall OH MOJOOHOM JIEBYIIIKH,
HUKOTJIa HE CIIbIXad MoAgoOHOro rojoca. YTo 3To 3a roiocok! — poBHO
MEeCHsI COJIOBBUHASA, YTO 3TO 3a peun Takue! [IpsMo 10 TIyOMHBI ITymIH
MIPOHUKAIOT, U HE TOMST, He OOJILHO OT HUX, a CJIOBHO Maciio OJIaroyxaHHOe
Mo AyIlie OT HUX Pa3jIuBaeTCA M CMSTYaeT Bce cepiaeuHbie Oonu. YUymnHas
nesymika!.. I BcnomuHaroTcs KHs310 VBaHy pyTHe, ObITh MOXKET, HE MEHEE
KpacHUBbIE JIEBYIITKH, BCTIOMUHAIOTCS KHsI310 MIBaHy BCSKHE €r0 TTOXOXKICHUS
M000BHBIE, MHOTO UX Y HEro ObLJIO, a HEAPYTM M HEBECTh YTO MPO HETO
paccka3biBatoT. OX TMpaBbl, MPABbl 3TU HEAPYTH, COBCEM HE 3HAET YACPKY



cBoeMy cepany KHsa3b MBan AnexceeBnd!.. MHOIMX NIE€BUYBHX CJE3 OH
IIPUYMHOM, MHOTO I'pexa IPHUHSII Ha CBOKO JIylIly, HaJl MHOTUMHU HAaCMESIICS.
Ho He no cMexy emy, kak nogymaer oH o Haranse bopucoBHe, coBceM Ha
yMe JIpyTroe — CBATO KaKOIO-TO OHA €My KaKETCH.

Vi

He cnurcs rpadune Haranbe bopucoBHe B THIIMHE CTaporo
OTIIOBCKOTO J0Ma. EIlle HEJaBHO CIIOKOMHO W POBHO TEKJIA €€ KU3Hb, HE
3a/1aBaja cebe TPYIHBIX, HEpa3pEeIIMMbIX BOMPOCOB Mojonas rpaduHs, a
BOT C HEKOTOPOTO BPEMEHH CTaJI0 COBCEM JIPYro€, caMa HE 3HAET OHA, KaK
3TO CIYYWIIOCH, & TOJIBKO HET YK MPEKHETO CIIOKOMCTBHUS, TPEBOXKHO y HEE
Ha cepaie. Bce mymaer oHa, mymaeT Kak €d ObITh M UTO TeNephb Jenarh,
001bHO MoroomIIcs e kHs3b MBan Jlonropykuii. MHOTHX MOJOJIBIX JIFONIEH
BUasIa TpaduHs, MHOTO >KEHMXOB 3a HEE CBAaTaJIOCh, HO HU OJUH J0 CHUX
IIOp HE CyMeJl IUICHUTH €€, a BOT KH:3b VIBaH u He cBaTalcs, O CBaTOBCTBE,
MOXET, U HE AYMAeT, a B35J1 Ja U BBIHYJI €€ nymry. M 4To B HEM XOpOIIEro
Haia rpaguuga? YTo IpyKeH OH ¢ UMIEPATOpPOM, UYTO B MOUYETE BEIUKOM,
TaK BeAb 3TO HE MOXET MpHBICKaTh ¢e. Ee oTel BCo *KU3Hb OBLT B IMOYETE,
M e ¢ JCTCTBaA IPH JBOPE JacKaroT, a borarcTa y IllepeMeTeBBIX CTOIBKO,
YTO W HE COCYUTATh €ro, CaMOI0 OOraror HeBeCcTOI0 ciabiBeT Haranbs
bopucoBna. Uem ke mosionws ee KHs3b MBaH, kpacororw uto jau? Ho on
najexko He Kpacasell. HpaBom cBoum, n0OpoTor0 cepjia, 0JaropoaHbIM
xapakrepom? Ho coBceM Masio 3HaeT ero rpaduHsi, a CIBIIIUT O HEM TOJIBKO
oIHO AypHoe. CTpallHO Aa)Xe MPUINOMHHUTH BCE, YTO PACCKa3bIBAIOT IMPO
KHsA3 lIBaHa, Takoe pPacCKa3bIBAKOT, YTO MEBYIIKE 3a30PHO WM CIyLIaTh,
Takoe, 4Yero IpHU JEBYIIKE M CKa3aTb HEBO3MOXXHO. WM 3Haer Haranbs
bopucoBHa, 4TO €CiiM HE BCE B 3TUX PaCCKa3axX, TaK BCE K€ OYEHb MHOIO€
coBceM BepHO. becnmyTHyro »u3Hb BeAeT KHs3b VBaH, 3a0aBbl cebe
BBIJIyMBIBA€T BCE€ HEXOPOINIWE, /1a U HE Pa3 COBCEM IMOYTU MbSHBIM BHUJAJIA
ero rpaduHs.

bexxarp Obl ToOAasbIIEe JAEBYIIKE OT TAKOrO YeEJOBEKa, MPOTHBHBIM
JIOJKEH OH €l KazaThes, a BOT JitoouT ero Hartanest bopricoBHa u HUYero ¢
coboro mojaenath He MoxkeT. [Ipumia 3Ta J1000BH BHE3AIIHO, B OAUH MMUT
KaKoW-HUOY/1b, U 3HAET KpacaBHIla, YTO HE YIJET OHA, TaK Ha BCIO KU3Hb U



OCTaHETCs, JIBa pa3a JIFOOUTh HEBO3MOXHO. Jla, TouHo, Oenma BenuKas
MPUKIIOUYWIIACH C HEHO, Bbulo el u3 KOoro BbIOpaTh ceOe CyKEeHOro —
MEPBbIE KEHUXU 3€MJIM PYCCKOM CMOTpPEJM Ha HEE KaK Ha >KEJIaHHYIO
HEBECTY, U OXKHUIATI0 OBl €€ THXOE, CEMEHHOE CUacThe, KU3Hb 03 0OphOBI 1
BOJIHCHHH, TaK HET e, HE TO CyAh0a il MPUTOTOBWIA U OT CYAbOBI TEHEPh
yUTH yxke HeBO3MOXKHO! J[FoOUT oHa ero cebe Ha morudesnp, a BCE K€ TaKH
JTOOUT, 1 HEKOMY pacckasarh € mpo Jr000Bb 3TY: BCIKHM 3a Hee OpaHUTH
ee Oy/leT, CKphIBaTh €€ JO0JKHA OHA, a CKPBIBATh YK CKOPO HE XBaTUT CUJIBI.
Tonbko u xuBa Haranesa bopucoBHa, Kak MEIbKOM YBUAUT KH:A3s lBaHa,
TOJIBKO Y PAaJIOCTh y HEW OJ{HA — CKaXET OH €1 JIJACKOBOE CJIOBO.

A BUJIETh €r0 PEJIKO MPUXOJUTCS; BOT JO CUX IOP OH BHUMAHMUS
HUKAKOTO HE oOpaiai Ha Hee, y Hero 4TO HH JIeHb, TOBOPST, TO JIOOOBb
HOBasi, a XCHUTHCSA, CKa3bIBAIOT, HAIPUMETUI OH YX cebe HeBecTy —
necapeBHy Enm3zaBery. Uto x 310 Takoe? Uem Bce 3To0 koHUUTCS? TosibKO
HET, HET, KJIEBEIIYT HAa HEro JIIOJIU, He TaKOB OH Ha CaMOM JieJie, KaK Ipo
HEro CKa3bIBalOT. BOT Besib ceroins, BOT, OH ObUI caM coOoro! OHa HUKOTIA
He 3a0yJIeT ero OTYastHHOI'O T0JI0Cca, HUKOTJa He 3a0yAeT CJIOB €ro, a Kakoe
JIMIIO Y HETO ObUIO NeYaibHOE, KaK OH Oyiaroyapui ee 3a ydactue! [a, u on
OJIMH Ha BCEM CBETE, U €r0 HUKTO HE MOHUMAET;, BCE JIypHOE, YTO €CTh B
HEM, TaK 3TO HAHOCHOE, MPOUJIET JIpyrasi >KU3Hb, BCE C HETO CHAJIET, U Clieaa
He ocTaHeTcs. OcTaHeTcs B HEM TOJBKO AyIna go0pasi, YecTHas, U KaK HU
BEJIMK OH TEINEPbh, KAK HU CHUSECT OH, a4 BCE K€ OH KAJIKUM M HECYACTHBIN
4yeJoBeK. BparoB y Hero BUAMMO—HEBUIMMO, U HET HU OJJTHOTO MCTHHHOIO
apyra. Yro umneparop! Mimneparop Tak MoJofl, Hy, TENEPh JIOOUT, KaTYeET,
a MaJo JU 4TO ObITh MOXeT? ToNbKO BElb OJHUM TOCYIapeM OH H
JEPKUTCS, a OTBEPHUCH OT Hero lleTp u Bce OTCTYHSTCS; Majo TOTO, YTO
OTCTYIISITCA 4YYXXU€ — PpOAHBIE, KPOBHBIE HAKUHYTCA;, MOTYyOsT €ro,
YHUYTOXAT. ..

Hert, BumHO Tak oHO Hajmo, 4ToO momobuna ero Harambst bBopucosHa,
4100 MOJIOKWJIA B HEro BCIO cBoio aymry. Korma-HuOynb, MOXKET OBITH,
HECYACTHBIA M HEHABUIWMMBIA BCEMH, NMPUAET OH K HEH U TOTAA OHA €MY
MOKa)KET BCIO CHJIY JIFOOBHM CBOEH, CIIACET €ro OT MOTHOENH, OT OTYassHUs. A
MOKy/la, TOKyJda MYyCTh HUKTO HE 3HAET, 4YTO TBOPUTCA B €€ CepiIle,
HAMpacHO W €MY-TO IIENHYJIa OHA CETOAHS JACKOBOE CJIOBO, HE CTEprena,
BIIEpe]l HY>)KHO ObITh ocTtopoxkHee! Ho, boxe, eciu 6 Teneps Kak-HUOY/b,
4eM-HUOY/Ib MOXKHO OBbUIO OBl €ro yaepXkaTh OT BCET0, YeM OH IO30PHUT



cBoro nymry!.. ToapKo pa3Be €CTh y Hee JJIsl 3TOrO CUJjla, 4To OHa emy? Yai,
C I71a3 OHAa — HU pa3y HE BCIIOMHUT PO Hee KHA3b IBaH AsekceeBuu!..

YToMmieHHass TaKUMHU TPEBOXKHBIMH, TSDKEJIBIMU MBICIISIMU, 3acHYJa
HaKOHEI[ MoJiofias rpaduHsa. A Ha APYTroi JEHb C HEIO CIYYUIOCHh TO, YETO
OHa HUKaK He oxujana. Ha BClo )KU3Hb COXpAHUIICA 3TOT JE€Hb B €€ MaMSTH.
[Ipuexan xk HuM KHs3b VBan [lonropykuii, a 1oMa HUKOTO He ObLIO, OAHA
mosioaas rpaduns. Tak emy u gonoxkunu ciayru. CiienoBajio eMy yexarb, HO
OH HENpeMEHHO xenain BuueTh Haranbio bopucoBny.«/la passe 370
BO3MOXKHO?! — moaymana oHa. — Yrto roBoputh OynyT!«Ho Bapyr
KaKasi-TO pelIMMOCTb OBJIa/ielia €10 U OHa JOMYCTHUJIa K ce0e KHS3SL.

— Bot cnacu6o 0onbioe tede, rpaduHIONIKA, — CKa3all OH, BXOMS K
HEW, — TaK s W XJaJj, 4TO BEJIMIIIb THaTh MEHA. A BeJb BCE K€ HAIPacCHO
THI 3TO cjejajia, HalpacHO MEHsSl BIyCTWJIA, BEb OT MEHS, KaK OT YyMBHl,
TeOe HY>KHO Oerath; TeO€ ¥ TOBOPUTH-TO CO MHOIO JOJIKHO OBITh 3a30pHO!..
VYxenu B3arnpaBay He OOHUIILCS Thl MPUHUMATH y ceOst MiBana Jlonropykoro?

Ona noJiHsAJIa Ha HETO CBOM OOJIBIITUE T1a3a, OHA YBHJIENA €r0 TPYyCTHOE
JUI0, U OOJIBHO CXAJOCh €€ CEPILIE.

— Yero x MHe TeOs1 00sThesI?! — TUX0 ckazana oHa. — Ilycts apyrue
OosTcs, a 1 HEe Oorocs, s TeOe Bepro. S 3Hal0, CIBIIIUIIE JIM, 3HAI0, YTO ThI
MEHSI HUYeM HE OO/ IUIIIb.

Ha rpycTHOM Jniie KHA351 MEJbKHYJIA CBETIas yablOKa.

— Bropoii pa3 cmacubo! — ApOTrHYBIIUM T'OJIOCOM MPOTOBOPUIT OH. —
OTH TBOM CJIOBa sI HUKOT/Ia HE 3a0y/y.

OH cen psanom ¢ rpaduHei.

«BoT oH, — Aymana OHa, — JaBHO OKHMJAEMBIN CiIydaid, BOT KOTJa
MHOIO€ CKa3aThb MOKHO, HO XBaTUT JIM CUJIbI, KAK HAYaTb-TO?..»

N ona monyana B CMyILIEHHH.

— A Besib s 32 TEM U exall, TpaduHs, 4T00 TOJNBKO B3MVISIHYTh Ha T€OS U
MOTOBOPUTH C TOOOIO, OTHOXHYTh HEMHOro. HuUkTo 10 cux mop He ObLI CO
MHOIO TaK JacKOB, KaK Tbl, HUKTO HE€ IMOKa3ajl MHE TaKOrO Yy4acTus, He
3HAI0, YEM 3aCIy>KWJI i 3TO, HO MHE TakK JOPOro TBOE y4acTHUE, TaK JOPOTo,
KaK TOJIOIHOMY HHUIIIEMY KyCOK xJjeba!

— CTpaHHO MHE BC€ 3TO CHbIINIATh, — oTBe4asna Haranbs bopucosHa,
— TBI JIU TOBOpHUIIL 3T0? UTO, TOoMa-TO OpaHsAT TeOsA, TaK B KAKOM JOMY
pa3HBIX CCOp HE OBbIBaeT, a, KaXXHUCh, He TeOE Ha CBOIO JKU3Hb MEHSTH:
KUBELIb Thl BO BCE€ YAOBOJBLCTBUE, TOJIBKO W 3HACIIb, YTO BECEIIUIIbLCH,
3a0aBbl ce0e pa3HbIe YCTPanBACIIIb.



— W 1B TOXKE! — MaxHyn pykod KkHsa3b MBaH. — Jla moimu ThI,
Haranbs bopucoBHa, 4TO HET MHE Becelbsl B 3TUX 3a0aBax, HAJ0€IU OHU
MHE€, IaBHO HAJ0€JIH, OTHO U TO €, HUYETO HOBOTO HE MPUAYyMAaeIllb, OTHO
M TO K€, a YEJOBEKYy Maj0 3TOro, a U IMPOTUBHO K TOMY JKe€... BCE
OMPOTHUBEJIO, TOIIHA MHE >XU3Hb MOs... MHOW pa3 u crpamHo 3a cebs
CTaHOBUTCS, 3a CBOKO yIly, MHOTUM £ rpeuieH. Haranest bopucosHa, passe
HE BUXKY, pa3B€ HE MTOHUMAI0, YTO TaK KUTh HEBO3MOXKHO! BOoT B mocnennee
BpeMS M TOCyldapb Ha MEHSI CEPJIUTCSA, YTO OTCTaBaThb HAYWHAIO OT HETO,
PEIKO Ha OXOThI C HUM BhIe3kKaro;«Tebe, — roBOpUT, — CO MHOKO CKYYHO;
CKa3bIBAIOT, YTO 0€3 MEHs ceO€ HOBbIC BECENbsl HAXOAUIIbY). A KISAHYCh
tebe, kak nepea borom uctunneiM, Haranbs boprucoBHa, He HAx0XKy 51 cede
HOBbIX Becenuit! [lycTh roBopsiT 000 MHE UTO XOTSIT, MHE BCE€ PABHO, TOJIBKO
COBCEM HE IS 3aT€M Pa3HbIX OCTAIOCH 5, HE €3XKY S C TOCYyHapeM, IOTOMY
HE €3XKY, YTO TOLIHO MHE ITISJIETh TEIEpPh HAa TO, YTO TaM TBOpHUTCSA. [1oHs
1, HAKOHELI, KAKOW CTPAIIHbIA I'PEX B3sUIM MBI BCE Ha CBOKO AyI1Y, ITOJIOHWUJIN
UMIIepaTopa, MPUYIUIN €ro KO BceMy Heao0poMy. DX, KaObl 3HaJIA ThI, YTO
TaMm Temnephb Jiefaercs, Aa HeT, Tedbe Helb3s W 3HaTh 3Toro! OTel, CKaxy
TeOe, BUEpa Ha MEHS HAKUHYJICS, BCE OOSITCSA, UTO S OT HUX TocCyaaps
OTJIy4aro, J1a TJE X MHE, eciu O U XOTell, OHM TaM TEelepb CUJIbHEE MEHS
CTAHOBATCSA. MHE TOIIHO DISAETh HA JeNa UX, 32 3TO0 OHU U CEPISTCA.
[IpaBo, WHOM pa3 Kak JayMarTb HAUMHAKO, YTO HEJNb3S TaK KU3HU
MPOJIONIKATHCS, TaK B Ty TIOPY XOTeJ Obl HAJIOKUTh Ha ce0s pyKu!

— UYTto TBI, YTO THI, — OBICTPO Mepedmna ero rpaduHs, — MOOOMCT
bora, uTo ThI roBOpHIIL! A Tak pagoCTHO ciyiiaia TeOs, a Thl BAPYT TaKUM
HEMYTHBIM KOHYMIL. ..

— 0Ox, Haranbes bopucoBHa, Bellb BCET0 HE BBICKaXKEIIIb, a KaObl 3HaJA
ThI, YTO CO MHON MHOW pa3 JeeTcs, TaK HE M3YMMIJIACh Obl MOMM YEpPHBIM
MBICIISIM. BepHO, HCTMHY TOBOPIO, YTO IMO30pHAs JKU3Hb JOTa MHE
ONIPOTUBEIIA, & APYTOE. .. Thl HE 3HACIIb, HE 3HACIIb, KAK MAJIO Y MEHS CUJIbI,
BOJIM HaJl c00010. Sl moHUMaro JypHOe, Xouy OekaTh OT Hero, a He Oery, B
CTapbIX I'PEXaxX CBOUX IIOrPsA3ar0, U HEKOMY CIIaCTU MEHS.

OH neyanpHO 3aMOJTYaIl U OITYCTHUJI TOJIOBY.

Haranbs bopucoBna ¢ Boctoprom ero ciymana. To, 4To emie B4yepa
HOYbIO Ka3aJIOCh € HEBO3MOXKHBIM U JaJI€KUM, TO HAUMHAET CObIBATHCS: OH
MpUIIET K HEWM W3MYYEHHBIM M HECUACTHBIWA, TMPHUIIET U KICT OT HEe
criaceHusi. BoT OH MOAHSII ONATh TOJIOBY M IISAIUT HA HEE, BCE MIISIAUT, HE
orpeiBaeTca. Kakas HexxHocTh B ero B3mmsine! Ipadune u orpamHo, u



cTtpamrHo. OHa HE MOXET BBIHECTH, HE MOXET CMOTPETh Ha HEro, u
CMYIIEHHO, TO KpacHesl, TO OJIe/THEsI, OT HETO OTBEPTHIBACTCHI.

— 3ayeM Thl TaK Ha MEHS CMOTpPHIIIb! — B BOJHEHUH IIEMYET OHA. —
MHe cTpalllHO OT TBOEIO B3MIAA, 1 HE 3HAl0, UTO OH 3HAYMT. ..

— A! — mnonHsica kHa3b MBan. — U Thl MeHs uciyranach, u Tede
cTpamHo!.. Uto x, yiau, yiau, He mpuctano Tede A0iblie ObITh CO MHOIO,
HEMYTHBIA YEJIOBEK MPHIINET B TBOW JIOM, YWIIU, T€OE €CTh OTYEro MEHs
oosatecst! Hy, mispky st Ha T€Os... W 9TO K, CKaXy TeOe, mouemMy Tak IJISDKY
— NISDKY TakK MOTOMY, 4TO nofito0un s Teds1, Haranbs bopucosHa!

Omna B3apornyna. OHa xoTena yoexarb, HO OCTajlach HEMOJBUKHOIO.
Ee rososa kpyxunacs.

— Jla, s momoOwmi TeOs, ... W JOJDKHA OBITH TO30pHA I TeOs
11000Bb Mosi! KoMy TOJIBKO HU TOBOPHJI S O JIFIOOBU CBOCH, KOMY TOJIBKO HU
Jarajn si, © TOYHO TaK K€ CMOTPEJ Ha TeX, KOMY Jiraj, U MHE Bepwiu. U
0OMaHBIBAJI, U HE CTBIIHO MHE OBIJIO OT MOMX OOMaHOB, M HE KaJIKO MHE
obU1O cie3 neBuubux. beru, 6eru, Benb U TeOs 0OMaHy Tak, U HaJl TBOUMH
cie3zamu nocmeroch si! Hy, uto sxe Tl He Oexuiiib, Oeru!..

Ho ona He meBenuiace.

— YTO TBHI TOBOPHIIb, OIOMHHUCH, KHS3b, — IIIENTaja OHA, — pa3Be
MOXXHO TOBOpHUTH 3TO? Heyxkenu W BOpsAMb Thl MPHUIIET HAAO0 MHOIO
W3JIeBaThCS U OOMKATh MEHS, HE MOT'Y 3TOMY BEpHUThH!

— Her, s He u3AeBaThCs NpuIen Haj TOOOM, — CHOBa 3arOBOPUII OH,
— s caM HE€ 3Halo, 4TO CO MHOIO... fl He Jry, 4To MOoJIFoOuI TeOs, s BCIO
HOYb IJIa3 HE CMBIKaJ, O TeOe aymaj IMocjie TBOMX CJIOB BUEpAIHHUX, U
TeNepb MHE KaXXeTCs, UYTO €Clu O paHblle 3anpuMeTuin s 1eds, ecnu O
paHbIlle YCIBIIIAT TBOW TojIoC, TaK MHOTOro Obl HE ObLI0. MHeE Kaxercs,
4TO B T€O€ OJHOW MOE CIACEHbe, U BOT S MpUILET K TeOe, Kak OEe3yMHBIN,
pacckasarh BCE 3TO M MOJHUTH TeOsI OT MEHS He oTBopaduBaThes. Ilomoou
MeHs1, Haranes boprcoBHa, u cnacu meHs!..

Haranesa BcTana nepen HUM U B3IIAHYJIAa €eMy IpsiMO B miasa. JIuio ee
OBLIO OJIETHO, HO CEPHE3HO M CITIOKOMHO.

— Kus3p MBaH, — cka3zana oHa pOBHBIM TOJIOCOM, — MHE HE Clie
TeOs ciyllaTh, a i CIyllal; MHE He cien Tede BepuTh, a s Bepro. Ecnu 6
TOYHO MOTJIa CIAcTH g TeOs, s craciia Obl, HO THI JODKCH MHE JI0Ka3aTh, 4TO
HYX/Ja€lIbCd B MOEM MOMOIIM U 4TO s MOTYy cractu 1eds. Ecnu TouHo s
YTO-HUOY/Ib JUIsi T€Os 3Haudy, €CJiM TOYHO Thl 000 MHE JyMmaellb U HE
CMOTpHIIIL HA MEHSI TaK, KaKk CMOTPEJI 0 CUX IMOp Ha BCEX, TaK Thl JIOKEH



HalTU fopory K moemy cepaly. OOMaHyTh MEHsI HETPYIHO; Y MEHs OJIHA
TOJIBKO Orpaja OT TBOEro oOMaHa: Moe K Tebe aosepue... CIbIIUIIb JH
Th1?.. 51 TeGe Bepro!..

Kus3p MBaH xoTen OpOCUTBCSL K HEHM, XOTEN B3SITh €€ 3a PyKy, HO OHa
HE J1ajia PyKU U OT HEro OTCTyNuJja.

— OcraBb, He Tporaii MeHs, KHs3b! — cka3ana oHa. — Iloliau k cebe,
ycnokoiics. Eciu 3Haems rpexu 3a co0o010, eciii MpoTUBHA TeOe Ta JKU3HB,
KOTOPYIO BEJ Thl JI0 CUX TOp, TaK HAlIU B ceOe CHIly OTKAa3aTbCs OT 3TOU
KU3HU, HAIA B ce0e CUITy YUTH OT IPEXOB CBOMX. 3HAH, UTO KaXK/blil I€Hb,
KOTJla Thl CyMeelllb TOOOpPOTh ceOst, Oy/IeT Mt MEHsI JHEM CHACTIIUBBIM, U
KOTJ]a HAKOMUTCS HECKOJbKO TaKUX JHEH, TOrAa MPUXOAH KO MHE HOBBIM
YEJIOBEKOM M PACCKaKM MHE BCIO TBOIO NIy, U s Oymay moMorarh Tebe, u
Oymy 3a Tebs pamoBaThecs. Takum, KakuM ObUT ThI CHX TIOp, S HE MOTY, HE
JOJKHA, HE CMEI0 JIIOOUTH TeOs; €ClU Ke Thl CyMeellb OBITh JIPYTUM,
CyMeeIllb OYUCTUTHCSA, TOTrJa g Oyay JIIOOUTH TeOs... a Teneph OCTaBb MEHS,
IIPOLIAN. . .

Kus3p MBan He Hamien Hu4ero cka3arb €. OH BUIEN, 4TO OHA B pyKax
€ro, OH BUJIEJI, YTO OHA YK €ro JIOOUT, HO OH HE XOTEJ MOJIb30BAThCSI CBOEIO
BJacThi0 Haa Hew. OH B3DIAHYI Ha HEE C BOCTOPIOM H, JaXe He
OCMEJIMBIIMCh  MPOTAHYTh €U  PyKy, NPOCTUJICA ¥  BBIIIET U3
[IIepemeTeBCcKOTO JOMA.

Vil

bapon Amngapeit WBanbiu OcTtepMadH 3aHMMal HEOOJBIIOW JIOM,
HEJAJIeKO OT JBOpIa. Y HEro 37eCh BCE OBLIO Tak e MPOCTO, Kak U B
[TerepOypre; oH Bce emie cuuTaia ceOs Ha OMByake, BCE €Ie Hajaesics Ha
ckopbiii epeesn B IlerepOypr. Ho Tenepb ¢ KakIpIM JTHEM Bce ciabena u
cnabena 3Ta HaJexkaa, KaKIbId pa3, BO3BpallasCh M3 ABOpLIA, OH Bell
noJirue Oecenbl C KEHOM, WM TPyCTHBI ObIBasi 3TH Oecennl. [lomokeHue
OapoHa OBLIO BCE TaK e TSHKEJIO: OH BHUJIEI, YTO €0 BJIMSHUE Ha OBIBIIIETO
BOCMUTAHHUKA, KOTOPOTO HOMHUHAJIBHO OH U TENepb CYUTAl elle
BOCIUTATENEM, OKOHUATENbHO ociadeno: IleTp coBceM BbIOMIiCS U3 pyk. B
HEM BApPYT Tpowmsoluia ObICTpas mepeMeHa K xyamiemy. Emie HemaBHO,
HECMOTPSI Ha JIGHb W CTPAacTb KO BCEBO3MOXKHBIM 3a0aBaMm, AHIpei



MBaHOBHY YacTO MOAMEYa] B HEM JIIOOO3HATENbHOCTb, PAJOBAJICS €ro
IPEKPACHBIM CIIOCOOHOCTSIM, €r0 KHUBOMY yMY, HO TE€IEpb, MO/ BIUSHUEM
TOM OECCOBECTHON KOMMAHWU, B KOTOPYIO MOMAJ FOHOIIA, €r0 TOPU30HT
cysuinca. OH Iepecralm HMHTEPECOBATHCS TEM, YEM CJIEAOBAJIO E€MY
UHTEPECOBATHCS, TIOMBIILIS TOJIBKO O BECENbE, 00 0X0Te, O Pa3HOIro Pojaa
HEMO3BOJIUTENbHBIX  INAJOCTAX; CTal OYEeHb JIIOOUTh HECKPOMHBIE
pasroBOpbl, K KOTOPHIM MPUYYAIH €r0 OKPYXaBIIM€ U B OCOOECHHOCTH
crapuk Anekceit Jlonropykuil. Hy, a Anapeii MIBanbiu He 11001 U HE yMell
BECTH HECKPOMHBIX Pa3rOBOPOB, Ja U, BO BCSIKOM CIIy4dae, HU 3a YTO B MUPE
HE MO3BOJIWI Obl ce0e OH MX IpPU BOCIHTAHHUKE; HE YMEI OH TaKXKe
TOBOPUTh U O cO0AKax, HE CMBICIWI B OXOTE: TAKUM 00pa3oM, UTO K €My
OCTaBaJIOCh, YeM MOT OBbITh OH IIPUSITEH UMIieparopy?!

HenaBucth K HEMy €O BCEX CTOPOH; C (DABOPUTOM BEUHBIE CCOPBHI.
KoneuHo, oH Bce-Taku e BCEM HYXKEH, HE MOTyT 0e3 Hero oO0OHTHCh, HO
47O K K3 3T0ro? OH CHJIEH €IMHCTBEHHO Pa3pO3HEHHOCTBHIO CBOMX BPAaros,
a cobepuch OHM B KPEIKYIO MapTHUI0O — U eMy He yraepxarbcsi. C apyroi
CTOPOHBI TOXX€ BHUCUT 3JI0 CTPAIIHOE HAJ TOJOBOK: COBCEM TOTOBST
norubens g Poccun Bparn MNETPOBCKUX MOPSAAKOB. OUeBUIHBIM
CTAHOBUTCS, YTO M MOMBIIUIATh HEUEro o nepeesae aAsopa B IletepOypr. A
ecau coBceM B MOCKBE OCTaHyTCs, Tak cylias MNPUXOAUT IOTHOENb:
Ka)KeTCs, HUKOTJa elle He ObLIO TaKOro Oe3Hadyanius, Kak Ternepb, MpOMaeT
HECKOJIBKO JIET, M CKAXYTCs NOCIEACTBHSA. Benp mogymars CTpamiHo, 4To
Tenepb TBOpUTCA. HUKTO, Kak €CTh HUKTO, O 3aBTPAIIHEM JIHE HE JYMAET,
3aHATHI TOJILKO BCE MHTPUTaMU, OECCMBICIICHHBIMA UHTPUTaMU, HU K YeMY
HE BEAYUIMMH, TOJBKO YTOOBI TPBI3ThCA APYr ¢ JpyroM. Bce panbl, yTo
xopoio u Beceno xuBercs. Ho oH, 6apon Anapeit MBaHOBUY, CMOTpPHUT
Janblile, BUJIUT DIyOKe, BUAUT OH TsDKEJIbIE M HEOTBPAaTHUMbIC BELIW.
Henonro Bce 310 OyAeT Tak MPOJOJIKATHCA: TaKasl KU3Hb, KAKYH) BEAET
HMMIIEPATOP, CKOPO, OYEHD CKOPO, PA3PYLIUT €T0 KPEMKOE 3{0POBBE, YIOKHUT
€ro B MOTWIIY: HEJIb3s TaK HACUJIOBATh NMPUPOAY, HUKAKAX CWJI HE XBATHUT.
bapon Anapeii MiBaHoBUY IpyCTHO B3/BIXAET, €My BCIIOMUHAETCS OJIETHOE,
00JIbHOE JIUIO BETUKON KHsDKHBI Haranbu, koTopas erie Buepa skanoBaiach
eMy O4eHb Ha 001b B rpyau. OH JaBHO Y€ 3aMeUaeT, 4To OOJbHA OHA HE Ha
IIyTKY, HUKAKHAE JIEKapCTBA €M HE IOMOraroT. [ pyCcTHO, TpyCTHO 3TO, a
CKOpO ympeT napeBHa. C HEI0 BMECTE YMPET U MOceaHee J0OpOe BIUSHUE
Ha FOHOTO UMIIEPATOPA: BCE K€ TEIEPb, KOTNIA OH YK Yepecuyp 3aBECEIINTCH,
OHA €Ill€ MOKET Ha HECKOJIBKO JTHEU yIep:KaTh €ro, BCE KE OHA HAIIPABISACT



10 BPEMEHaM €ro cepjile, u30aBiseT ero oT MOCTYNKOB HECIPaBEJIUBhIX,
napajgu3yeT 3j10€ AoJIropykoBckoe BiusHue. [loka ona xwuBa, OctepmaHy
HEYero OO0ATHCSI HEMUJIOCTHU: KTO JPYT €, TOT APYT W UMIIEPaTopy, yMpeT
OHAa — W BCE TIEPEMEHUTCHI.

Emie Buepa ona oberrana yroBoputh Opata nepeexats B [letepOypr, u B
ATOM MOCHEAHSS HAJIekKa; YMPET 1IapeBHA, TOTJ]a KOHYEHO, COBCEM 3a0yayT

o IletepOypre.
Yewm Oompiie mymaeT AHapei MBaHOBWY, TEM SICHEE W SICHEE JJIS HETO
CTAaHOBHTCS, YTO HEIOJITO MOCJe Hee MPOKUBET HMIIEPATOP — COBCEM

3aBEPTAT €ro, HAJOPBYT €r0 CUJIbI, YJI0XKAT B MOTUIY. M KTO 3HAET, MOXKET
BCE ATO CIYYMTCS JTaKE€ OUYEHb CKOPO... YTO X Torja Oynet? Eciu HukTO 00
ATOM HE JyMaeT, Tak OH, AHaped MBaHOBWY, MOAyMarh JOJDKEH, YTOOBI
Takrue COOBITHS BpaciuioX He 3acTtanu. Ha koM ke ocrtanoButThesi? Crapas
napuna EBmokus @emopoBHA, MOXKAIYyHM BO3BBICUT TOJIOC, HO BEIb 3TO
HEBO3MOXXKHO — OHa caMa B TpO0 CMOTPHT, K TOMY ke C Hero Ta e MocCkBa,
Ta xe norubenb. IlecapeBna EmmzaBeta? C HEwo, MOXET ObITh, MEHBIIE
norudenu s Poccuu, HO HaBepHoe mnorubenb emy, Octepmany, —
HEB3JIOOMJIAa €ro B TOCHEAHEEe BpeMsl IliecapeBHa, JaJbl WX JaBHO
KOHYWJIMCh;, OHAa €ro CBOMM BparoMm cuutaeT. Het, eciu cOepeub cebs oH
XO0YEeT, TaK JOJKEH BCEMHU CHJIaMU OTCTPaHSTh 1iecapeBHy. 11 oH Bce mymMaeT
Y TIEpEayMBbIBAET, J1a TaK yIIeJ B CBOM MBICIH, YTO HE CJBIIIUT BOIPOCOB
’K€HbI, HUYEro €l He oTBe4yaeT. BOoT OH BCTaj, MOIIEI B CBOIO CIAJbHIO,
CHsIJI ¢ ce0sl cTapbli TFOOMMBIN IUTAQPOK U OJIEIICS.

— Kyna 11?7 — cnpammubaer Mapda MBanoBHa.

— K onHO# nepcoHe, — TauHCTBEHHO OTBe4YaeT AHapen MBaHOBUY U
yxomguT u3 gomy. OH wuaer BO ABOpEl, HUACT 3aJHUMH XOJaMH B
YEOUHEHHYIO, JAJbHIOK YacTh JBOPIOBOIO NOMEIICHUS, TAE OTBEICHO
HECKOJIbKO KOMHAT JIJIsl T€PIIOTMHM KyPJIsTHICKOW AHHBI FIBaHOBHBI.

Anna VBaHoBHa y ce0s: OHa peIKO Kyda BBIE3KACT, PEIKO
IOKA3bIBAECTCS Y LI€CApeBHBI EyM3aBeThl UM BEIUKOM KHsKHBI Haranbu, B
[IAPCKUX OXOTaX TOXE HE NMPUHUMAET ydacTus. HukoMy He a0cCTaBisgeT
0COOEHHOTO YJOBOJILCTBUS €€ KOMIIAHUS, a, MEXAY TEM, C CBOCH CTOPOHBI
OHa yHoTpeONsieT BCE€ CHJIbI, YTOObI HPABHUTHCS, YTOOBI 3aCIY>KUTh
pacnoJiokeHue. 171a3 He CITyCKaeT ¢ UMIIEpaTopa U [apeBEH, HE 3HACT YEM U
YrOAUTh UM — W BCE-TaKU He oOpamiaroT Ha Hee BHUMaHUs. C KakuM Obl
YIIOBOJIbCTBHEM y€Xajla OHa B CBOKO MwuTaBy, HO bUpPOH TOBOPUT, YTO €IlIe



MOJIOXK/IaTh HY>KHO, €IIe HE BCE Jieia ClIeJaHbl, a 0e3 pelIeHus el eXaTh He
CTOUT, — HEJIAPOM K€ IIpUe3kKaja. ..

['epuoruns oueHb U3yMUJIach U 00paoBaiack npuxony Ocrepmana: ee
Y TIPUIBOPHBIE HE 0aI0Bali CBOUM BHHUMAaHHUEM.

— Kak 310 T 000 MHE BcrioMHmII, AHApei VBaHb4? — ckaszaja oHa,
MPOTITUBASA EMY PYKY.

— UYto »5TO BB, Ballle BBICOUYECTBO:«KAK BCIOMHWII»... Ja s
HEMPEeCTaHHO Bac B MBICJSIX CBOUX HMEIO; BOT TMIPHIIEN Yy3HaTh, HE
MPUKAXKETE JIM YETO — TaK 51 BCE JUIsl BaC YCTPOIO. ..

— Yero K MHe... BCeM s JIOBOJIbHA, HUYEro MHE HE HAaJo,

3aropornuiack AHHa MBanoBHa. — UYto rocymapb, Kak OH B CBOEM
3]10pOBbE?
— Kakoe, g nymaro, 310poBbe! — otBevan Octepman. — CoBceM He

OeperyT ero, a cam o cebe, KOHEUHO, OH M HE JyMaeT.

— AX, Kak, BeJlb 3TO IJIOX0, — I€YaJIbHO Kayaja roJIOBOM repLOruHs,
— 51 TaK BCEM CEepJIIIeM JIt00JII0 €r0 BeJIMUECTBO U TaK MHE JKaJIKO CJIBIIIATh,
4TO OH He OepexeT ceds... /la U ee BhICOUECTBO BeJiMKasi KHSPKHA BCE TaK
HE3/10pOBAa, ax, KaK 3TO JKAJIKO!

— 3aro 1ecapeBHa XOpOIIO ce0s YyBCTBYET, €IIE MOMOJIHENIa, —
nporoBopui OcTepMaH, MPUCTAIBHO IS/ HA TEPIIOTHHIO.

— AX J1a, 1a, Kakasi OHa KpacaBulia, IiecapeBHa!

W repuoruHs TOXKE CTajla NPUCTAIBHO NISIAETh B Ivaza AHJIPEIO
HNBaHOBHYY, MBITAsICh NPOYECTh B HHUX, MOYEMY O3TO OH 3arOBOPHI O
necapeBHe M TakuM ToHOM. OHa Tak Oosjiach MOMNAcTh B KaKOH-HUOYIb
Ipocak, CKa3arb YTO-HUOYIb JIMIIIHEE, KaKUM-HUOYIb CJIOBOM IMOBPEAUTH
cebe! M kak HapouHo ¢ Hel He ObUIO ee apyra bupoHa, KOTOpbIi Bceraa
yMeJl BBIBECTH €€ W3 3aTpyJHEHMs, 4TO-HMOyJIb CKa3aTh 3a Hee WU
HE3aMETHBIM 00pa30M HABECTH €€ Ha OTBET MOAXOISAIIHM.

— Ax pma, Augpern UBanblu, — BcnomHwia AHHa MBaHOBHA, —
MpOILy Bac, MepefaiTe BEIUMKOM KHSKHE, YTO s yX nucaira B Mwurapy
HacyeT co0ak, 0 KOTOPhIX OHA MHE roBopuia. MoxeTt, u 6e3 MEHs HaWIyT
UX JUIsl €70 BEJIMYECTBA, a TO KakK 5 MpHUey, TaKk ceidac Bce cenaro, 4ToObI
UCIIOJIHUTh UX JKellaHue, caMa uckath Oymy. Iloxkamyiicta ke, mepenaiire,
Anpnpeit VBaHbIY, 4TO I TOJIBKO M Jymasi O TOM, HE MOTY JIM 4eM-HHUOYIb
OBITh MOJIE3HOM €r0 BEJIMYECTBY U €€ BHICOUECTBY, ITOXKaIyiicTa, mepenanre!

— Jla Benp BBl camu, TEPIIOTUHS, YBUJIUTECh C HUMU PaHBIIIE MOETO,
TTOXKAJTY .



— Jla, 1a, KOHEYHO, HO BCE K€ XOPOIIO Oy/IeT, €CIu U Bbl UM 00 3TOM
CKa)keTe, Mpomry s Bac, — MpojojDKajda OHa, 3aniAlblBas B Ivia3a
OcrtepMaHy M CMYIIAsICh, — YX MOpoOIy sl Bac, 1oOpbii AHapei BaHbly,
KaK yeny, He 3a0yapre 000 MHeE, OyapTe KO MHE MUJIOCTHUBHI M MHOW pa3
HarOMHUTE 000 MHE, CKOKUTE 3a MEHS I00poe CII0BO, a YK 5, 1 4EM TOJBKO
MOT'y — Jia BOT MOTY-TO 51 MaJIO, — Y€M MOTY, YCIIyKYy BaM 3a 3TO...

— Ax, bor ¢ BamM, MOJIHOTE, TEPUOTHHS, YTO 3TO BbI, HEYKEIH
QyMaeTe, 4TO MEHS €UI€ MPOCUTh HYXKHO. lloxkanylicra, MOIOXKHATECH Ha
MEH$, sl BCErJa MouTy ce0sl CUACTIMBBIM, €CIIM CMOTY YTO-HUOYIb CleaTh
BaM YTOJIHOE.

— He 3nato, kak u OnaromapuTh Bac! — paxke MOKpacHena AHHa
NBanoBHa. — Bbl Takoi 10OpbIN YETOBEK.

B 310 Bpems Bomenr bupon. OH noutuTenbHO nokIoHWICS OcTepmany,
a TOT BCTaJ U APYKECKHU MPOTSIHYI EMY PYKY.

— Bort 6apon Aungpeit MBanbiu Tak m0o0p, — oOparuinack AHHa
NBanoBHa k bupony, — 4T0 He 3a0bIBa€T MEHS, HABEIIAET.

— W s Haneroch, — nporoBopui bupoH, — 4To Mbl, ye3kas, 0CTaBUM
3/1eCh HAJIEKHOTO JIpyra, — BeIb BbI MO3BOJUTE, OApOH, TaKk Ha3bIBaTh
ceos?!

— Koneuno, — ckazan OcrtepmaH, — s ceWdYac YK€ HMMEN 4YeCTh
JOJIOKUTh F€PLOTUHE, YTO BCE CIIETAI0 Ha €€ IMO0JIb3y, YTO B MOUX CIa0bIX
cunax. Tak He WU3BOJIMTE MHE [JIaTh HUKAKUX [IPUKA3aHUl, Balle
BBICOYECTBO?

— Yro kK, Tenepb HUKAKUX, TOJIBKO HE 3a0yapTe PO co0aK, 4To s BaM
rOBOpUJIA. ..

— Kak wMoxHO 3a0biTh, HE 3a0yay, IpU IEPBOM K€ CBUJIAHBU
HEIMPEMEHHO CKaXXy W LIapeBHE, J1a U TOCyaapIo.

Anzpeit MBaHOBHMY TOYTUTEIBHO OTKJIAHSJICA TEPLOTHUHE, OISITh
noxkan pyky bupoHy ¢ camoit 1o0OpoiyiiHoi, MUTION yABIOKOW U BBIIIIEIL.

[To ero yxome Anna VMBaHoBHa moApoOHO, HE MPOITyCKask HU OIHOTO
CcJI0Ba, epeaana bupoHy Bech CBOM pa3roBop M CTajla €ero CpaiimBarh, 4TO
Obl 3Haum1 Hamek OcTtepMaHa Ha npuHIeccy Ennzasery.

— UYto-uuOyap aa 3HaUUT, — ckazan bupon. — OcTtepmaH xuTep, OH
JapoM He CKaXeT HM OJHOTO CJIOBa, Ja M BOOOIIE MBI MOXEM Temepb
YCIIOKOUTBHCSI, 3HAYUT, Jie]a Hallli HE COBCEM AYpHBI, eciau OcTepMaH Hac
HapemraeT. OTKya ke Obl ATO B3sUIaCh Takasi K HaMm Apyxoa?

— Hy, a uro Te1? UTO HOBOTO?



— 4 Teneps ot kHA3s MBaHa AnekceeBuya, TOXKE U sI C HAM TOJIAJIHII,
JJACKOB OH OBUT CO MHOIO, MWJIOCTHB, U €My s oOellall HaWTh y Hac B
KypasiHiuu XOpolryro OXOTHUYBIO CO0AUKy, TaK OH 3a 3TO JaXKE MOIEI0BaI
MeHs. Kak Tonbpko mpueneM 10Mou, ceiyac HyKHO CO0aK UCKaTh, — MHOTO
3TU COOAYKH HAM MTOMOTYT.

— Hy, u ciaBa bory! — gaxe nepekpecTuinach repioruHsi. . .

VI

CBemible MaliCKHE THU CTOAT HaJa MockBoro. biaroyxanHasi TUIIMHA B
TerioMm Bo3ayxe. [1o MockBe—peke XOIAT JIOAKH, U TPeOIIbl HE 3HAIOT WHOMN
pas3, 4ToO UM U Jenarh, Tak oomenena MockBa—peka. Hanportus ero, mo Ty
CTOPOHY pE€KH, TAHYTCSI BOpoObEBBI TOpBI, MOKPHITHIE TYCTHIM 3€JIEHBIM
secoM. C BBIIITUHBI ATUX TOP BO BCE CTOPOHBI Uy/IHBIE BUIbI OTKPHIBAIOTCS U
BeCh ropoJl MOCKBa, KaK Ha JIAJIOHU: BCE COPOK COPOKOB IIEPKBEU €€ BUIHBI,
OT COJIHIIA, KAK OTHH, TOPST UX 30J0YCHBIE KymNoJibl. JUIMHHEIOT BEYEPHUE
TEHW, U BCE THUILEC W THUILE CTAHOBUTCS, TOJBKO TJe-HHOyIhr Ha Oepery
MPOMBIYUT KOPOBa, Ja pa3fgagyTcsi TOHKHE, >KaJlO0OHbIE 3BYKH POXKKa
MacTylmbero... Yackl Ha MOHACTBIPCKOM KOJIOKOJIbHE BCE OBIOT MUHYTHI 3a
MHUHYTaMH, U C TOCKOIO BEJIUKOIO, C TOMJIEHBEM U CKYKOM MPUCITYIINBACTCS
K ux 0oro mapwuia Esnokus ®enoposHa.

Bce B TOM K€ OHa THUXOM M CIHOKOMHOM CIIAJIbHE, TOJBKO OKHO
OTBOPEHO, a MOJ OKHOM IIBETET KYCT cUpeHU. J[JIMHHBIE, OMHOOOpa3HbIC
JTHU TSHYTCS IS LapUIlbl, yero Obl ei, kaxercs? — JKu3Hb CHoKoMHas,
0e33a00THasi, BCEr0 y HEH BIOBOJIb U JIFOJIEM MHOTO, YTO IO NEPBOMY €€
3HaKy TOTOBbI UCIIOJIHSThH BCE €€ MPUKA3aHUsl, U CTOJ OOUIIbHBINA, U BCSIKOTO
MIPOJOBOJILCTBUSL CKOJIBKO AyIIa TMOXKenaeT. B 1mepkoBb BOMAET — BCE €
HU3KO KJIAHSIIOTCS, CBSIIEHHUK BCEHApPOJHO BO3MVIAIIAET €€ BEIUKOMN
rOCy/IapblHEW, OTBCIOly €l MOYTEHHE — YEro K OHa TaK IeYalibHa, Yero
CUIUT YaCTO MOJ OTKPBHITBIM OKOIIKOM, CMOTPUT Ha JIBOP MOHACTBIPCKUH H
TUXOHBKO IIJIAUyT €€ IJla3a CTaphle, ¢ OE3HAJEKHBIM OTYASHHUEM IICMYyT
XKajo0bl ee OsenHble ryobl? Yero kmajia oHa, HA YTO HaJEssIaCh — TO HE
cOBLIOCH; 4ero 0osijgach — TO MCHOJHUIOCH. TOJIBKO COOJIONU MPUIUYHE,
Ha3HAUYWIIK € cojepkaHue Ooraroe BHyYaTa, a €€ 1mo3a0bUiu, U 3a YTO 3TO?
Bcero pa3a Tpu u Bujaena oHa BHyka. Uem mocaauTh eMy OHa ycnesna?



CoBeToBasia eMy MoOepeyub CBOE 3/I0POBbE, J1a )KU3Hb BECTU Pa3yMHYI0, 3TO,
BUJIHO, He noHpaBwiock? Hy, a cecTpunia ero, BHyuka Haramenrka, oHa-TO
4ero OTBepHyJach oT 0alOymku? Jla u 4ro aymars o0 3TOM: OTYEro jaa
nouemy? Otdero Obl TaM HU OBLIO, @ OTBEPHYJIUCH OT HEE BHyYaTa, U CaMu
K HEW HE 3alIsAbIBAIOT, U €€ K cebe He 30ByT. Bee kpana, Bce Haaessiach
CTapyllika, 4TO 3TO NEPEMEHHUTCS, Ja HE JoXKJalach. BOT U Temneps:
HEMOXETCS €W, — IMOCJajla OHA 3alMCOYKy HMIEPATopy, MUIIET, YTO
00JbHA W TPOCHUT HABECTUTh €€, Hy U uTo k? OH Ha cioBax Bejenl
OTBETUTb, YTO OYEHb COXAJIEET, YTO IMOCHLJIAeT K HEH MoXTypa H
MPUKA3bIBAET MOCTOSIHHO M3BEIIATh €ro 00 ee 3I0POBbHU, a caM K HeUl ObITh
HE MOXET — OUYCHb 3aHST. 3aHSITUE €T0 U3BECTHOE, HA OXOTY €JIET, OTTOTO U
HE MOI' HaBECTUTh cTapyxy. Jlymana, XOoTb BHyuYKa MPHUENET, aH U BHYUYKH
BCE HETy — TOBOPSAT, camMa OOJbHA OYEHb, MpaBla JIM, HET JIH, KaK TYT
y3Haenis! [Ipexae 3ae3xan Xxoth HeMell, Oapon Auapeit BanoBudY, 1a 1 OH
yK TIepecTan e3auTh... HukoMy He HyKHa 1apulia, BCE MOHSIIH, YTO HEYETO
B HEW 3aMCKUBATh...

CuauT OoHa y OTKPBITOTO OKOIIKA M IIJIa4eT;, 4acTO IUIaYeT Terepb
napuiia, Oeccuiaue oAoJieso €€, TOJBKO M MOXKET, 4YTo IulakaTtb. Houb
npuxoauT. JIoKUTCS OHa B MOCTENIb, HUKAK 3aCHYTh HE MOXET, TaK BCIO
HOYb U BOpOYaETCsl ¢ OOKY Ha OOK. YK 3a3BOHWIIM K 3ayTPEHE; MONUTU XOTh
nOMOJIUThCSA. OHA KIIMYET CIIYKAHKY, CIIEIIUT OAEThCS U OpENET B LIEPKOBb.
Tam CTaHOBUTCSA OHa HAa CBOE€ MECTO W IMOJHUMAET 3alUlaKaHHbIE IMa3a K
ob6pazy boropoauiiel. Bce Tak e CIOKOMHO W MHUJIOCTHBO TJISIIUT Ha HEe
muk [Ipeuncroit J[eBbl; OH 30BET €€ Aylly K MOKOK M CMUPEHHUIO, HO BCE
eIe He MOKET 0OPEeCTH ATOrO MOKOsl U cMUpeHus mapuia. Korma mpoxoaut
TOCKa W CJe3bl, TOTJa MOJHUMAIOTCS B HEH Jpyrue 4YyBCTBa: CHOBA
CTYUMTCSl CTapas »axkJla MeCTH, HO OOJIbIIIE YeM KOIJa-Tu00, MOXKET OBITh,
CBS3aHbl €€ PYKH, — TIpaBo, MpEeXJe Jydile ObLUIO, HY 3aTOYeHUE, HY U
3Haja 4YTO 3TO 3HAYWT, a TENEPb BEJb, OKPYKUIU MOYETOM U JYMAIOT, YTO
BCE CHeNajad, 4YTO MOTYT Ha 3TOM YyCHOKOWUThcs. Jla, Bemp HET OoJbIie
oOu/IbI, KaKyI0 OHA TEPIIUT TENEPh OT BHyYaT CBOMX, BEJb BOT HE 3aXOTENU
MIOMECTUTH €€ BO JBOPIIC, BCE CAENAIN, TOJIHKO YTOO MOJAjbIIe, YTOO HE
BHUJIETh €€, HE CIBIIIATh O HEW. 3HAYUT, NPOTUBHA OHA UM, 3HAYUT, IIPSMO
MOKa3aTh €M XOTAT, KAaKOK €€ CUMTAIOT. BClo Ku3Hb BCce OOMXKald, a 3TH
oOUIbl, MO CTAPOCTh, YK HE MO cuiaM Hapuiie.«YTo x oHU, B caMOM JeJie,
nymaror? Uem s Tak NMPOBHHWIACH Nepen HUMH? Uem a4 ux omozopuia’?
Jlyuie Mensi, 4to u, ObUIa Ux apyras 6alymika? — Toi Bce mpomanocs;



na U camu oHM Kak xkuByT?!«l HemaBHee uyBcTBO J1I0OBU K IleTpy u
Haranbe 3aMeHsieTcs B HEM IIOUTH HeHaBUCThIO. CMmelTech, CMEMTECh,
n3/eBaTeCh, 0OMKanTe! — MBICIIEHHO IpO3UTCs OHa M. — Iloroaure, Bce
KE s JKHMBa €IIe, ClI€ HE YMHUPAK, €I, MOXET, Bac mnepexuny!.. BoH
BHYYKa, KaK I[BETOK BSIHET, K 3€MJIE€ KJIOHUTCS, I'Pyllb y HEE€ BCE OOIUT,
KAIUISIET, YMPET TOIO MISIAM... 1a U Thl YMPELIb TOXKE CKOPO, TOCy1apb MOU
BHYYEK: HE XBaTUT Te€Os Ha 3Ty KU3Hb PasryjibHYyIO, B 3TaKHE-TO TOJbI!
Camu cebs moryouTe: s ObI Bac oXpaHsiia, s Obl HE JOMYyCTHIA, 5 ObI, KaKk
KOPIIYyH, HaJ BaMHU CTOsJA, BalIMX BparoB OTIOHSUIA: HE 3aXOTENu,
OIUIEBAJIM CTapyxy, Hy u mnoruoOaite!.. OX, 4yyeT Moe cepjie, 4yeT, 4To
CXOPOHIO Sl UX, — JIYMAET, IVISA/IsI HA UKOHY U YK€ HE BUIA €€, EBIokus
®enopoBHa, U He noxanero! K demy kanerb, pa3Be OHU MEHS KaJCHOT?
Pa3Be kto-HMOynp Koraa moxainen MeHs?.. Ho moTtom... 4to motoMm, KTO
CAJZIET HA MPECTOJI PYCCKHUM? HEYKEIIM OHA, 3TA MUCAHAA KpaJis, 10Yb MOETO
myuutensi? Hert, eme nomoxau tei! Eciu npu Hem cTaila uMneparpuien
BTOpasi EHa €ro, >KeHa NpH KUBOW-TO *eHe! [[a He cBos, a HEMKa, Tak
OTYEro X U MHE He ObITh uMIieparpuiieii? S ero 3akoHHas HacJEIHULIA, S
nepBasi BEHYAHHAsl JKEHA €ro, pycckKas, MpPaBOCHAaBHAs, TaK HEYXEIH S
ycrymiio mecto 310 EnuzaBere? Bcroo KM3HB BCeM ycTymania, Iopa
00pa3yMHUThCS XOTh MEpe]l CMEPTHIO... OX, UTO 51, 0 4YEM ITO s TyMaro, pa3Be
TOMY MOYKHO CTarbCs?!

Ho mbicib yX npuiiia, mocie nepBo 0e3HaAeKHOCTH, TOCHE JIONT0MN
TOCKM U CO3HAaHMUSI CBOEro OecCWwius; MbICIb TMpUlUIa JUKas, HO
coOna3HUTENbHAS, U TETEPh YK HE yiner oHa.«YTo X 9TO, B caMOM Jelie,
BEJlb MOXKET OHO CTaThCA, MOYEMY 3HATh, MOXKET OBbITh, BCE MJIET TOJIBKO K
ATOMY, MOXKET, Tak caMmuM borom HazHaueHO?» — W HUKaK yX HE B CUJIAX
oTBsa3arbCs EBnokuss PemnopoBHA OT ITOM, BHE3AHO €€ OXBaTUBUICH,
MbIciid. OHa IPOXKUT, I1a3a €€ TOPAT, € CTAHOBUTCS AYIIHO, OHA HAYMHAET
YyBCTBOBATh HEBEAOMOE BOJIHCHWE, €l HAUYMHAET Ka3aThCsl, YTO ceudac,
CUI0 MHHYTY, JTIOJPKHO COBEPIIUTHCS HUCIIOJHEHUE €€ 3aMBICIOB, YTO YK
HHUKOTO MX HET, 4TO OHHU yMepiid. BOT el CIBIIUTCSA MOJ LUEPKOBHBIMHU
CBOJAMHM T'OJIOC CBAIICHHHWKA, OH BO3IMAIIACT:«bIaroBepHyr TOCyAapbIHIO
Hamy, napuny Esnokuto @enopoBHy». [la, ona [lapuna, BeHuaHHas napuia
3emiIM pycckoi! KpyroM Hee Bce 3TO €€ MOANAHHBIE; B €€ PyKax U THEB, U
MHJIOCTh: BCE€ XKIYyT C BEJIMKUM TpPEIETOM €€ MNpPUKA3aHUM, JIOBAT €€
B3IVIsbl. be3yMHBIMU T7a3amMu  OOBOJWUT OHA I1IE€PKOBb, €W UyaATCS
3HAKOMBIE JIMIA, TOJIA IPHUJIBOPHBIX... BCE CMEIIAJIOCh: B CpPEl€ UX H



KUBBIE, U yKe ymepiue Jiroau. Ho el Teneppb KaKeTcs, YTO OHU €I1I€ )KUBBI,
YTO OHM 3[€Ch, NEepel HEW... cendac, Celdac COBEPIIUTHCS JOJDKHO
WCTIOJIHEHUE €€ 3aMbICIIOB, CEMYaC YCIAAUTCS €€ CEpPALE MECThIO, CTapoOu,
JIOJITUE TOAbl KOMMUBIIEHCS MeECThbiO. llepen HeWl OH, CBETJIEHINMN KHS3b
MeHIIUKOB, OH, BEUHBIN Bpar €e€... Kakyro Ka3Hb npujaymaer ona emy? Her,
IUISL HETO Ka3HU €Ile HE MPUIyMaHO: KojiecoBaThb ero — maino! Ha kon
nocaauts — Maio!.. [Togoxkaer oHa, IpuAyMaeT... 3a HUM CTOST Ipyrue!..
Bot onu nmagaroT nepen HeW Ha KOJICHU, MOJISAT O MIPOIIEHUH, U3BUBAIOTCS U
MPECMBIKAIOTCA Y HOr €€. A €l CMEIIHO, OHa HaCIKAACTCS UX
VHIKEHHEM; HET, HE celyac OHa Ka3HUT UX: 3TO ObUIO OBbI JJIsI HUX MAJIo,
OHA MEJJIEHHO CTAHET MbITaTh UX, KaK CaMu OHU €€ mbITaau. OHa CTaHET
OCKOpOJIATh MX, M3/I€BAaThCs HAJl HUMH, KaK M €€ OCKOPOJISIIN U KaK HaJ HEIO
U31eBaIuCh. M1 HUKOro He MOIAaUT OHA, ITyCTh NPOCT MPOUIEHbS, TYCTh!..
Hamnpacno! Ho kxto x ocranerca? BparoB Tak MHOro, BCE Bparw, U HU
OJIHOTO Jpyral..

OHa BBITIPAMUIIACH BO BECh POCT CBOM. OKpy>kKalOIIUEe €€ MOHAXUHU C
M3YMJICHUEM U CTpaxoM NISIAST HAa Hee, Tak M3MEHWIAch OHA. [onoBa ee
TPSACETCS, JUIO OarpoBeeT, TyObl MIEMYyT YTO-TO HEMOHATHOE. M omsTh el
HAYMHAET Ka3aTbCd — €U KAXKETCs, YTO BCE 3TU BParu JIOTHIE, JIEKABIINE Y
HOI €€ MW MOJMBIIME O TOMAAe, IOJHUMAKOTCA... €U CIBIINATCS
YIPOXKAIOIINI KPUK UX:«A! Tak Thl XO4elllb MOTYOUTh HAC BCEX, HO MbI TeOE
He paaumcsi! Hac MHOro — Thl OfHA, XOTh M IIapHIlla, HUKTO 3a TEOs HE
3acTynutcs, Hac MHoro!.«M oHm kupatorcss Ha Hee. Bor oHM yxe ee
OKPY’KHJIH, OHA PBETCS, MEYETCS, BBIPBIBAETCS U3 PYK UX, HO OHU CKPYTHIIH
el pyKH... JIMKW KpHUK OIJIACWII LEPKOBHBIE CBOJBI... BCe KHHYIHUCH K
1apuiie: ¢ 6arpoBbIM JIUIIOM, C 3aKaTUBIIMMUCS IJ1a3aMU, OHA HETIOJIBUYKHO
JIe’KaJia Ha IOy [IEPKOBHOM.

bpocunuce 3a nokropom. J[okTOp OOBSIBIII, UTO ILIapHIla €Ie >KUBA,
YTO HY>KHO €/ IIyCTUTh KPOBB, YTO ¢ HEHN yaap. OCTOPOKHO MPUHECIH €€ U3
IEepPKBHU M JIalid 3HaTh BO JBopell. Ho mmmeparopa Tam He ObUIO, OH yexal
Ha OXOTy C lLiecapeBHOW Enm3aBerol, a Benukas KHspkHa Haranesa cama
Jexana B TOCTenH, ciiabags u OonbHas. OpHa TOJIBKO TEPLOTUHS
Kypnsiaackasi, Anna lBaHOBHa, Mpuexaja B MOHACTHIpb W BECh JIE€HBb
npoBena y OOJIBHOM Iapuilbl, U OCTaBWJIA €€ TOJIbKO TOrja, Korja Ta
OKOHYATEJIbHO MpHUIIJIa B ce0s U KOrja JOKTOp CKa3all, YTO OMAacCHOCTh
MHHOBAJIA.



IX

ITo TBepckou mopore, 3a ceyioM BCecBATCKUM, HAYMHAETCS COCHOBBIN
J€C M TSAHETCS Ha MHOTHE BEPCTHI, JNOXOAUT 10 PEKU XUMKH, HUIET IO
Oepery, nepedpachiBaeTCs Ha APYTYH0 CTOPOHY U OMSAThH TSHETCS. 3UMOIO B
JIECY 3TOM MHOTO BCSIKOTO 3BEpPS: U BOJIKA, U MEIBEIH BOMSTCS; JIETOM
NTUIA JUKAsl KUIIMS KHIIUT 1O CTApbIM COCHOBBIM BeTKam. [IpuBOIBHO
3/1€Ch OXOTUTHCS: NTULIA HE HAITyraHa, HE BHJAJla 10 CUX IOP YEIIOBEKA, HE
ClpIXayJia BBICTpeNa. TWIIMHA HEBO3MYTHMAsl KWJIA 31€Ch IOJITHE TOJIBL;
TpaBa CTosila HEMSTAasl, U B TpaBe IBETHI NpsTalnch. Ha NeCHbBIX ITyxalkax
U Be3le, IJe JIOCTYyN ObUT CONHILY, CHEJM KPYMHBIC STOAbI 3EMIISTHUKH,
YEPHUKU M KOCTSHUKH, CIEIU M OCBINAJIUCh: HEKOMY OBLIO COOMpaTh HX,
pa3Be KOe—KOrja JIEPeBEHCKHUE JIEBKU M3 CEJ OKPECTHBIX 3a0peayT Croja ¢
Ky30BKaMH, HO OHHM XOIST Bce OOJbIIe MO OMylIKe: BIIyOb Oo0sTCS
3arys/1bIBaTh, TaM CTPACTH: MEJIBEb, 3BE€Pb BCAKHUIA!..

A BOT Temneph U TUIIMHA yOexanaa U3 COCHOBOTO Oopa: ITyM BEJIHMKUN
110 HEM CJIBIIINATCS, TUKU, NOPCKaHbe. To oxoTHUKHU [leTpa AnekceeBuya, TO
co0aKku ero BBEpX [HOM JIECHYIO KW3Hb MOAHSUIM. M3yMJIeHHO criyIiaer
NTHLIA 3BYKH BBICTPEIOB M MAJa€T MEPTBOKO, TAK M HE OYHYBIIKCH, HE
MOHSBIIM, OTKyAa mnpuiia rudenb. C yTpa paHHETO OXOTUTCS Trocydaphb
MOJIOIOW, 3aMOpPWICS COBCEM, OTIOXHYTh Tmopa. I Bo3Bpamarorcs
OXOTHHMKU Ha HIMPOKYIO JY>KaillKy y BBICOKOTO PEUHOro Oepera, rae CTosT
maTphl, TA€ TOTOB MbINHBIN yxuH. C rocymapeM Oofiblliasi CBUTA: BCE
Jlonropykue, Ha 3TOT pa3 u VMBan AnekceeBud Bbiexals, 0apon Octepmad,
€CTh W JaMbl: IlecapeBHa EnmzaBeta co cBoeil (PpeiliMHON, KHATHHSA
Honropykas, IIpackoBssi FOpbeBHa ¢ noyepsMu. CoBceM 3aMasijics FOHBIN
UMIIEpaTop, €1Ba HOTU 32 COOOI0 BOJIOUHT, JIUIO 3arOpesioe, MOTHOE, 3aTO Ha
cepAale y Hero Becesio. Bo3Bparmaercss oH yKMHaATh ¢ OOraroil JoObIuei:
CaM CKOJbKO MNTHUIBI BCSIKOM HACTpessul: sAraramu nojinbie! Beceno u
pagoCTHO oOOpaimaercs OH K IiecapeBHe EnuzaBere ©  HayumHaeT
pacckas3bIBaTh OH € CBOM OXOTHUYbY MPUKIIFOYEHUSI, O TOM, KaK 3aCTPsI OH
B 00OJIOTE M KaK €ro €Ba BBHITAIIWINA, O TOM, KaK YyTh B JIIOOMMYIO COOAKY
CBOIO HE BBICTPEIIAIT; MHOTO Y HETO Pa3HBIX PACCKA30B.

bapon Amnzapeit MBaHOBMY TOAXOAUT K MMIIEPATOPYy U CBOUM
MTOCTOSTHHO JIACKOBBIM M MOYTUTEIBHBIM TOHOM TOBOPHUT €MY, YTO €CJIU OH
nomnaj B 00J0TO, Tak, HaBEpPHO, MPOMOYUI ceOe HOTH, HaBEpPHO, BOJa B
carnoru 3adpajach — HY>XHO MIEPEMEHUTH O0YBb, HE TO TPOCTYIUTCS.



— Ilycroe! — Beceno orBewaer wummneparop. — C yero mHe
npoctymutbes? Tenepp — nerTo. Yeranm s, 3TO IpaBla, Ja BOT IMOEM
XOPOUIEHBKO, BBIBKD HEMHOTO, M YCTAJIOCTh Kak pykou cHuUMET. M He
yroBapuBail MeHs, AHAper VBaHbIY, HE CTaHy MEPEOACBAThCA.

On cagutca yxuHatb. Ilo omHy ero cropony — EmnuzaBera, 1o
apyryio — kHsbkHa Karepuna Jlonropykas. YKuH OBICTPO HCYE€3ae€T B
TOJIOJIHBIX JKEJIyJIKaX OXOTHUKOB M BHHA BBIIUTO M3PANHO. Y BCEX SI3BIKU
pa3BsA3aIUCh, MOAHSJICA CMEX, HAYaluCh IIYyTKH, BCe Becelnbl. HeBeceno
Tosibko OapoHy OctepMmany, HeBeceno (aBopury HWBany AunekceeBuuy,
HeBeceno u cectpe ero Karrome. CuIuT OHA psAlIoOM C MMIIEPATOPOM, HE
caMa OHa TaK cella, a ee MOCaaniu, TOJIBKO 3a4ueM, 3aueM 3To? Emie eciu 6
UMIIEPATOP OCOOEHHO >KeJajl 3TOro, 0J1aroBOJIMI Obl K HEW, a TO BElb HET
HU4ero. BoT oH 1 BHUMaHUs Ha Hee HE 00palllaeT, MOYTH CJIOBA HE TOBOPUT
c Herw. Eit ropazno Obl mpusTHee OBLIIO CHACTH IMOAANBIINE, BOH XOTh ObI
TaM, Ha TOM KOHIIE CTOJa, €€ B30Phl 0OpAIalOTCs Ty/Aa YacTo, TaM MEXIY
MOJIOJILIMU OXOTHHUKAaMH, CHYTHUKAMH HUMIIEparopa, BUIAUT OHAa KPACHUBOE
JUIO ¢ OONBIIMMHU YEPHBIMHM I[a3aMHU. OTH IJ1a3a 4acTO BCTPEYAIOTCS C
HEI0, U OHA KPACHEET U OIlyCKAEeT peCHUILbI. 1 yX He IepBBId AEHb dTO —
JaBHO 3allpUMETH/Ia OHa Mojoforo rpada Muuie3umMo, poOACTBEHHUKA
aBCTPUNCKOTO TMoOcCJaHHWKa bparuciaBa. Ha 0Gamax oHa 4Yacto ¢ HHUM
TaHIIEBaJla, U YK YETBEPThIM JI€Hb, KaK BBIEXAJIM OHU HA OXOTY, OH
ITOJIB3YETCS BCSIKUM CIIy4aeM MOJOWTH K HEM, CKa3aTh €M HECKOJIBKO CIIOB U
IJISIIAT HA HEE TaK HEX)KHO; COBCEM IO CEPJILY MPUIIENCSA €M 3TOT MOJIOAOM
WHOCTPAHEL.

ITocne  oxwuBIeHHBIX pacckazoB llerp 3amomuan, BUIMMO,
yTOMJIEHHBINH. OH OTKa3aJjca OT MPEAJIOKEHHOIo eMy OJtofa, OTKUHYJICA Ha
CIIMHKY CTyJIa U BBITAHYJ HOTHU. Y HEro HEMHOTO HAaYyMHAJIA KPYXKUTbCS
rojoBa, peYu MPUCYTCTBOBABIIUX CTAJIM CIUBAThCA. BOT OH CIBIIIUT, 4TO
KHs3b Anekcer JJoaropykuil TOBOPUT YTO-TO, BEPHO, OYEHb CMEIIHOE, BCE
KPYTOM CMEIOTCS U OH YJIBIOHYJICS, HO CaM HE 3HAeT ueMy YiblOaercs.
Terymka JIn3a HarHynace K HEMy U 4TO-TO IIEMHYJIA, OH HE pacclibllal, OH
JIOBUT €€ PYKY, HO OHa He AaeT pyku. [lo—TmpexxHemMy peako ¢ HUM JaCKOBa
JIuza, TO ecTh HE TaK JIACKOBA, Kak eMy Obl XxoTenock. 1o menbim mecsiam
MHOT/IAa OH HAa HEE CEPAUTCS, OT HEE YAalsieTCs, OYTH HE TOBOPUT C HEIO,
HO JIOJTO CEPAMTHCS HAa HEE OH HE MOXKET — BIJIEYET OHA €ro K cede aa u
TOJILKO, KaKas-TO TahWHas cwia y Hee ecTh Haja HuM.«Hy, a ata 4yto x? —
MoAymaj OH, B3NIAHYB HAa KHSKHY, — 3Ta, MOXKaJyld, HE OTBEPHETCS, HE



CTaHET CEPAUTHCA, €CJIM BO3bMY 3a PYKY... a Bellb Kakasi OHa XOpOIIIEHbKas!
Bor eme HenaBHO Oblla MajieHbKasi COBCEM, a TENEph BAPYT KaK BBIPOCIA,
Oonbllas crana, CoBCeM OObIas, yK €il IeCTHAAIATh JIET. .. »

W oH msauT Ha Hee C yIbIOKOW U TOBOPHUT €il:

— YT0 X Thl HUYETO HE Kyluaemb, KaTtoma?

— CblITa, rocyaapb, BEIb 51 HE XOAUJIa HA OXOTY.

— BoT To-TO, — cMmeeTcsa OH, — 3a4eM ke He XOJAWIIa, Ternepb Obl U
Kyllaja MHOTO. 3aBTpa HEMPEMEHHO OTIPABIANCS C HaMU. XOYEIlb MBI
TeOsT HapsSIUM OXOTHUKOM, JaJiuM TeOe pY>Kbe, CIaBHBIM Thl Oyellb
OXOTHHK!

OH OepeT ee pyKy U JI0JTO ACPKUT B CBOEH, U IIISIAUT HA HEE C HEXKHOU
VIIBIOKOM.

Jlonropykue yxe 3aMeTUIN 3TO, 30PKO CIIEIAT 3a KaXKJbIM CJIOBOM, 3a
KaxJ0d MuHOM IleTpa, TOJIbKO AEIar0T BU/I, YTO HUYETO HE BUJIAT.

Karroma He oTHsJIa pyKH, HO BCA MOKpAacHeNa, CMYTHIIACh U B3IJISAHYJA
Ha UMIIEpAaTopa TAKUM HWCOYTaHHBIM JIETCKAM B3INIAJIOM, 4YTO OH Cam
CMYTHJICS, BIPYT OCTaBWJI €€ PyKy M OTBEpHyJCsS oT Hee. EMy ctajo
HenoBko. OH nymaet:«Her, nyudie, xak Jluza, jydine Obl M1 OHa OTHsUIA
CBOIO PYKY, @ TO YTO IPOKY — HE OTHUMAET, a TaK KaJJOOHO CMOTPHUT. . .»

HakoHeln] y»XWH KOHUWJIM, celdac OyIyT 3amnpsiratb SKUIMAXKH:
UMIIEpaToOp CO CBUTOW TOENYyT B ONMIKHEE CEJo, IJIeé MPUTOTOBJICHO
MOMENIEHUE JIJIs1 HOWJIETa.

Beuep temubil, aymucTteii. KTo HE Tak ycran, MOLUIA B POLLY
MOTYJISATh HEMHOTO; umneparop ocrtaics ¢ OcrtepMaHoM Hu  AJekceem
Jlonropykum.

Mex 1y BBICOKMMU JIEPEBBSIMHU, B TEIJIOM MOJTyMpPaKke JIETHUX CYMEpPEK,
UJIET, TPYCTHO 3aJyMaBIIUCh, llapeBHa EnuzaBera. OHa omisiHyIach U BUJIUAT
3a coboro MBana [Jonropyxoro.

— Hy d4r0, mo0e3HuK, ONATh 32 MHOK? — HACMEIIIMBO TOBOPUT OHA
eMy.

— OmnsaTe 3a TOOOIO, MPUHIIECCA; TOTOBOPUTh MHE HY>KHO C BallluM
BBICOYECTBOM.

— Kus3p WBaH, uau, octaBb MEHsI B TIOKOE, HE XOUy Sl pededl TBOMX
CIIyIlIaTh, 3HAID, YTO TOBOPUTH OyJellb. YK O4YEHb Thl 3aHEcCs, O cebhe
MHOTIO JTyMaelllb, HE CTaTOYHOE JIEJIO 3aTesil. ..

— Ilpoctu MeHs1, puHIlECca, 32 MOU MPEKHUE TIYTbIE PEYH, TENephb
ux OOJIbIIIE HE YCIBIMIUIIE. 3aTeM U Uy 3a ToOOI0, 4TOO CKa3aTh 3TO TeOe.



OHa msgut Ha Hero ¢ m3ymsieHuem. Uto 3t1o Takoe? OH TOBOPUT
CEPBE3HO U JIMLO Y HETO Takoe nevyainbHoe. CTpaHHo. ..

— CaM g 3Har, — MPOJOIDKAET OH, — KakK JI0CaXKIal Tebe CBOECHO
AYpOCTbIO, HO CepJilie y Te€OsI 30JI0TOE. .. ThI 3714 HE TOMHUIIb.

— Konm TbI 3TO mpaBay roeopuilb, KHsA3b MBaH, Tak gaBaul pyky,
Tebe 3J1a HUKOT/Ia HE KeJiajia; TOJIbKO HaJoenal Thl MHE O4YeHb. A Temepb
MHE COBCEM YK HE JI0 JII00E3HOCTEN U KOMIUIMMEHTOB.

— 3Halo, 3Har0, pUHIECCA. . .

EnuszaBera oTBepHynach OT Hero M 3amiakaia. HenaBHo oHa,
JNEHCTBUTENLHO, TIOHECHA TSHKENYI0 yTpary: yMmepia JIroOumasi cecTpa ee,
Amnna llerpoBHa, n ymepna naneko, B ropoae Kuie, u He Bunana ee nepen
cMepThio mecapeBHa. C eTcTBa ropsidas Ipy»)0a CBA3bIBaIa €€ C CECTPOIO;
MHOTO CJIe3 MpoJinjia OHa, Korja Ta yeskana u3 [lerepOypra mo mpouckam
MenmukoBa. [lorom nHS He Mpoxoauso, 4yToO HEe Moiydana IecapeBHa
nucbMa u3 Kumsi: wiam oT caMoM cecTpbl, WJIM OT OONIero Jpyra ux,
[IlenieneBon, yexaBlied C TEPUOTMHEN TOMUTHUHCKOW. Bce kpamu cecTpsl
CBUJAHUS, 3aJyMBIBAJIM €T0 HA 3TO JET0. Becenpie mucbma OHO 32 APYyruM
npuxoamin u3 Kumst, u pagoctHee Bcero juisi EnuzaBersl ObLIO M3BECTHE,
4TO y CECTpHI ee poauics coiH. lllenenesBa n3Bemana, 4To 310pOBbe AHHBI
[lerpoBHBI coBcemM Xxopomio. Mmmepatop ObLT 3a04HO BOCHPHUEMHHUKOM
HOBOPOXKJIEHHOT0, Ha3BaHHOro Ilerpom. IlecapeBHa MHOro mnoAapKoB
nocnana B Kwib U cecTpe, W IUIEMSHHUKY, caMma IIWJIa €My MaJIEHbKHE
pyOameuku, BbIIIMBaja pasHble ofesnbla. M Bapyr, B Hauane Mad,
MOJIy4YeHO cTpamHoe u3Bectue: AHHa IlerpoBHa ckonuanacek. lllenenesa
npucIialia NucbMo, BCe OOJIUTOE CIe3aMHU, pacCKa3biBaia BCE MOIPOOHO.

B Kune Obuta wmmomuHanus U ¢eiepBepK MO TMOBOAY KPEIIECHUS
MaJICHbKOTO TIPUHIIA; TEPIIOTUHS HEIPEMEHHO XOTeJIa CMOTPETh UX U JIOJITO
CTOsIJIa Y OTKPBITOTO OKOIITKA, a HOUb Obla chipas, xonogHas. [IpuaBopHbIe
nambl 1 cama [lleneneBa yropapuBaiu €€ OTOMTH OT OKHA, XOTEJIH 3alePeTh
OKHO, HO OHa CMEsIach HaJl HUMU U XBAJIMJIACh CBOUM PYCCKUM 310POBBEM.
W onsaTe oTnepia OKONIKO, BBICYHYJACh B HETO M JOJITO JBIIIAIA HOYHBIM
ChIpbIM BO3yX0oM. K yTpy yk 4yBCTBOBajia OHa ce0s II0X0, a Yepes3 JAeCATh
JTHEN CKOHYAaJIacCh.

Heckonbko [HENW TOCHE O3TOrNO YXKACHOTO W3BECTHS IPOIUIaKasa
1lecapeBHa, 3aMepInuch y ceds U HUKOro K ce0e He myckasi. Ternepb BOT OHA
BbI€Xaja Ha OXOTY, YTOOBbI KakK-HUOY/Ab pacceaThcs. 3a0y/eT Ha 4ac CBOKO



yTpaTy, O)KUBUTCS, HO BCIIOMHUT CHOBA, W 3aIllEMHUT €€ Cep/ille, U IuiayeT
OHAa HEYACPKUMBIMU CII€3aMHU.

— Jla, cnacu6o Tebe, kHa3b MBaH, — oOpaTtuiach HakoHel Enn3aBera
K JloaropykoMy, yTupas cie3bl, — a ecJii O HHade 3aroBOPHII CO MHOIO, TaK
s, KaKeTcs, TeOs Ha BCIO KU3Hb Obl BO3HEHaBHAeNa. M eciau Thl HCKPEHHO
TOBOPHIIIb, U €CJIM ThI JIalllb MHE CJIOBO, YTO HE OyJIellb OOIbIIE TPUCTABATh
KO MHE, TaK 51 CTaHy TBOMM UCKPEHHHUM JIPyTOM.

— Kisnych Tebe, npuHIiecca, 4To U He 3aUKHYCh OOJIbIIIE.

— Hy naano, nagHo, Bepto s Tede, kHA3b MBan. Ho BOT, — ckazaina
OHa, KaK Obl caMa ¢ co00I, — OT OJHOTO >KEHHXa OTAENallach, a JPyrou
BEJb €IIIe ocTalics Ha miee. [lomoru Mue, kHA3b MIBaH, — OmsATh MpUCTAIOT C
rpadom Mopuiiom CakCOHCKHM, CKaXd Thl UM, TaM KOMY HaJ0, 4TOO
OCTaBWJIM MEHSI, HAaKOHeEIl, B TToKoe. CKOJIBKO pa3 MOBTOpPsJIA 5 BCEM, UTO HE
X0Uy 3aMYK, U KaXJIbIi-TO BOXKUK JI€Hb HOBOTO KE€HUXA MHE HaBS3bIBAIOT.
T'oBopuia BceM, yMep MOM KEHUX, KOTOPOIO MHE MaTyIllka Ha3HauYWla, HY
W, 3HAUUT, HE CyAh0a MHE, a TO YTO ATO TaKOE, TO OJHOTO IpejyiararoT, TO
npyroro! IlpaBo, ga)e CMEIIHO MOJAyMaTh, 4YTO S 3a MPEIMET TaKOW st
MCKaHUM pa3HbIx HUIIKMX npuHieB! [la ecnu 0 u xorena g 3aMmyx, Tak 3a
Mopuiia He nonia Obl, BEAb OH U3BECTEH MOBCIO/IY: BHITOJIHBIX HEBECT cebe
uiieT. Tak OKaXku yClIyry, IOMOTHM MHE OT HErO OT/AENaThCsl.

Kus3p MBan oOelan Bce HMCHOJHUTH, M I€CapeBHa YIIIa OT HETO,
JJACKOBO KMBHYB €My rojioBOr0. OH OCTaJICSl OJJUH IO/ IEPEBBIMH JIeCa.

— Hy Bot, Haranps bopucoBna, — ckazan oH cebe, u OnakeHHas
yJIbIOKa Ha MIHOBEHHUE OCBETHJIA BCE JIUIIO €ro, — BOT MOTY TeIephb K TeOe
SIBUTHCSI, XOTh B OJTHOM yCHeN MoJaauTh ¢ co0oro! U mycTh OTCOXHET S3BIK
MOH, €CiIu ellle KOoTaa-HUOyAbh MO—TIPEeKHEMY B3IVISIHY Ha MPUHIIECCY, XOTh
OHa W Kpalle COJHI[a HEOECHOTO U XOTh €IIe C MECSI] TOMY Hazajl, KakKeTcs,
HU 3a Kakue Onara B Mupe oT Hee Obl He oTkaszaiucs. Ho Beap Thl kparie
npuHneccel, Haranss bopucosHa, kpamie Bcero csera boxbero! f nonay 3a
T000¥0, Ky/1a OBl THI HM TIOBEJIa MEHS, BCSIKasl A0JIs ¢ TOOOI0 OyaeT JJIsT MCHS
CUACTIIMBOU foJien!..




«HcnomHsieTces rof, KaK s Ipy 9TOM JIBOPE U, IIOBEPHTE, ITOT 'O/l CTOUT
IBYX, IPOBENCHHBIX B JpyroM mecte. Jlail bor, yTo0 HEe MpPOXHUTH 37€Ch
npyroro, — nucai repuor ae—Jlupusa B Mcnanuro. — 3aech MbI )KUBEM B
ITOJTHOM CITOKOMCTBMH, W OT CKHIIETpa 10 I10ocoxa, 1o (paHIy3CcKor
MOCJIOBHUIE, HE IyMalOT HU O 4YeM, KaK TOJbKO OBl MPOBECTH JIETO B
CEJIbCKUX PA3BIICUCHUSX.

Jlpyrue MHOCTpaHHbIE PE3UAEHTHI TOXKE U3BELAJIA CBOU JIBOPILIBI, YTO
U TPEeACTaBUTh ce0e HEBO3MOXKHO TEX HMHTPUI, KOTOPHIMU 3aHUMAIOTCS
pycckue npuaBopHbie. Bece 3TH n3BecTrs ObUIM COBEPILIEHHO CIPABEINBBI:
onectsmuit  MuUpok, okpyxkaBmui Ilerpa II, gomen 10 Kakoro-to
oemeHctBa. IIpu nBOpe mMoIHMMAIUCh OE3yMHBIE CaTypHajJud M B HHUX
MOTQJIUCh, MPBITAJIA, BEPTEIUCH BCAKUE JIIOAU: CTapble U MOJIOABIE,
MY>KYUHBI U KCHIMUHBL. Kaxaplii 3a00THIICS TOJBKO O CETOMHSIIIHEM JHE,
cTapajyicsi €AMHCTBEHHO O TOM, YTOOBI M3BJI€Yh KaK MOXHO OOJIBIIIE BBITON
st ce0si; 0O HACTOSITENBHBIX HYXJaX TrocyaapcTBa, o Oemax, TpO3UBIINX
UMIIEPUU, O COOBITHSX TMOJUTHUYECKUX HHUKTO M He AyMal. Typku
MOACTYNUIN K rpanuniam Poccuu, KueB Haxoawics B OMACHOCTH; IIBEbI
TOTO Y DIISIAA COEIUHATCA C TYPKaMU; aHINIMYAHE TOTOBSAT CBOU KO3HU — HO
HUKOMY JI0 OTOrO HET HHUKAakoro jaena. BHyrpu HMmnepun Toxke BCsKue
0e3ypsAIuLIbl: HApOJ HEIOBOJIEH, BCE JKAIYIOTCS, BCE HAXOIAT, YTO HUKOTAA
HEe OBIBAJIO TaKuUX OECHOPAIKOB — TOYHO BEPHYJIOCh CMYTHOE BpeMs
CaMO3BaHIIMHBI, & CAHOBHUKAM pPYCCKUM, JIIOIAM, ACPHKAIIUM KOPMUJIIO
npaBjieHUsl, HE JO BBICIIUX BOIMPOCOB: KaK OBl TOJBKO MOBECEIUTHCH,
yIAEPKAThCsl B MUJIOCTU 1IAPCKOM — BOT O 4eM OHHU JymaroT. OnuH 0apoH
Annpeit IBaHoBHY, Kak BOJI, pa0OTaeT, cTapaeTcsl yiIaJauTh U TO U JAPYTOE.
MHoro y Hero cwibl, Kpelkas, CBETjas rojioBa Ha IUIeYax IEpP)KUTCSA, HO
€My HE COBJIAIaTh CHHEIOCTPOECHHOM, Pa3BUHTUBIIEHCS MAalIMHONY. Pyku y
HEro OMYCKAIOTCs, U 0 BpeMeHaM oOLIasi CaTypHAJIMS U €0 3aXBaTbIBACT, U
OH MEYETCs, BEPTUTCS U MNPBITACT BCJEA 3a APYTUMHU, BEAET UHTPUTHU: O
cBoel rosoBe 3a0oTuTcs. [loBanmmiam kojocca METPOBCKOTO, CBETIIEHIIETO
MenmmmkoBa, AymMainu, Jel0 claeliajd, AyMalld, BCE B3JIOXHYT CBOOOIHEE,
BCE MoiIeT 0e3 Hero, Kak Mo Maciy, aH He To BhILIo! M XOTh U3 HETOTHOTO
MaTtepuaia ObLT CO3/IaH KOJIOCC 3TOT, HO BCE K€ BJIOKEHA Obljla B HETO
KaKas-TO MOry4Jasi, UICTUHHAsl CWia, U KPEIKO JeprKaJl OH 3TOW CUJIOM Ha
ra3ax €ro BBICTPOCHHYIO MallnHy. Bce, yTo ObLJIO B HEM 4YEJIOBEYECKOTO,
3aBETHOTr0, BCE MOJHUMAJIOCh, KOTZIa TyMall OH O MalllMHE, OHa ObljIa JOpora
eMy.



Ho, koHEeYHO, HUKOMY U B T0JIOBY HE MPHUXOAUIa BOZMOXHOCTh CHOBA
BEpHYTb MEHIIIMKOBA, HANpPOTUB, Cylb0A €ro OKOHYATEIBHO PEIINIACH;
MUJIOCTHUBOE CHayaja pelieHrue UMIiepaTtopa ObLJIO U3MEHEHO, KaK Mbl YXKe
BHUIeIU. Bpemsi oT BpeMeHHM BCIUIBIBAJIM HA MOBEPXHOCTH CTaphI€ T'PEXH
Aunekcangpa [lanminoBuya u pazapaxanu Ilerpa. Bon nHamm y Cracckux
BOPOT MOAMETHOE€ MUCHBMO B MOJb3y MEHIIMKOBA; BOH M3 BOECHHOU M
IPYTUX KOJUIETUM W KAHLEIAPUK MONAIOT JOHOUICHUS, YTO CBETJIECHUILUN
B3sJ1 U3 Kas3Hbl JICHBIM M MaTrepuayibl, U TPEOYIOT Temeph BO3BpAICHUS
B3STOr0 U3 €ro MOKUTKOB. Hemnb3st jke BCce 3TO Tak OCTaBUTh. MEHIIHMKOBA
cocianu B Cubups, B bepe3os, oToOpain y HEro Bce, U MOJOKUIU €My C
CEMEICTBOM MO MIECTU pyOnel B JIEHb KOPMOBBIX JieHET. CecTpy KHSITHUHU
Hapen MuxaiinioBubl, BapBapy ApcCeHbEBy, XKEHIIUHY XUTPYI0 H
MPOHBIPIIUBYIO, OCTAaBHUBIIYI0 MO cebe OypHYH MNamsiTh, TMOCTPHUIIIA B
CopckoM MOHACTBIpE W Jalld €W TMOJMNOATHHBI B JeHb. (CaM KHS3b
Anekcannp JlaHwibld, pa3OUTHIA BKOHEN, MOPAXEHHBIN TropeM, ee
BOJIOUMJI HOTH. [Ipo Hero pacckasbIBalid, YTO OH, HAKOHEI], CMUPHUJICS, UTO
Mosutcst bory, HeceT yepHyro paboTy U ¢ KaxabIM JHeM ciiabeeT. Eciau 6
3HaJ OH Jila BeJlaJl O TOM, YTO TBOPUTCS B €ro OTCYTCTBHE, O TOM, KaKOM
M030p TOTOBSIT amyHble MPUABOPHBIE Poccuu, eciiu O 3HaN OH, YTO CTaphie
BEJIbBMOXKH M3 BCEX CHJI CTaparoTCs 3aJiep:KaTh uMmieparopa B MockBe, HE
nycTuTh ero B lletepOypr, 3acTaBUTh €ro MmMo3aldbITh NETOBCKHUI TOPOI, OT
OJTHOTO ATOr0 u3BecTHsi ymep Obl Anekcanap Janwibid. Ho x Hemy He
JOXOJWJIN HUKAKHE U3BECTHUS. . .

MockBa coBceM IpUIILIAch M0 HPaBy UMIIEPATOPY, U C KaXKJbIM JTHEM
[TerepOypr kazajncs Bce ckyuHee W ckyuHee. OcrepMaH ObUI B IOJHOM
OTYastHUM, HE 3HAJ YTO U MPUIYMaTh, YeM yOeauTh JloJropyKkux OTKa3aThCs
ot ux miaHa. [logpyxuscs oH ¢ Anekceem ['puropbeBudeM, J1a pacCopuiiCs
¢ ¢paBopuTOM, a B (haBOpUTE, TIOKY/Q, BCS CHIIA.

N Bor Amnzapeit IBaHoBuu ceOs 3a0bIBacT, 3a0BIBACT YYBCTBO
COOCTBEHHOTO JOCTOMHCTBA M BCSYECKH CcTapaercs yroxnaarb HMBany
AnekceeBUYy, TOJIBKO 4YTOO TOT C HUM NPUMHUPUIICA, COMU3UICA XOTb
HeMHOro. MHOCTpaHHBIE PE3UACHTHI COOMPAIOTCS MEXKIYy CO00I0 M C
y’)KacoM TOJIKYIOT O TOM, 4TO Tmpousoiiner, ecinu llerepOypr Oymer
OKOHYATENIbHO oOcCTaBjieH. Ho Oosbllle BCE€X CTOMT Ha BO3BpAIllEHHE K
oeperam Hesnwl repuor ae—Jlupus. OT0 TOBKUM, YMHBIN, KPaCHOPEUUBBIM
YeJI0BEK, Cpa3y CyMEBIIHI MOCTaBUTh ce€0sl Ha MEPBOE MECTO M 3aCIYKUTh
PaCIIOI0KEHHUE BCErO LapCKOr0 CEMENCTBA: BEIUKYIO KHsKHY Haranbio oH



wieHw1 pacckazamu o0 HMcnanmm u o mnpekpacHoMm noH—Kapioce;
pacnonoxkenne Ilerpa cHuckan oOemanueMm Bblucath W3 Mcnanuum
aHJATy3CKUX JIOMAJed U MYJIOB; MPUJIBOPHBIX BECEIUT Yy ce0s B JOME,
3ajaeT Onecrdlire npa3gHEcTBa, HE JkanmeeT JeHer. (OJHa TOJBKO
IpeKpacHasl ecapeBHa He Mo Jylle MPUILIACh TepIOory: TO U J1eJ0 OpaHUT
OH €€ B CBOMX IHCbMaxX, MocblIaeMbIXx Ha poauHy. C OcrtepmMaHOM OH
OOJBIIION NPYT U B TO k€ Bpems Jpyr MBaHa J{onropykoro, KOTOphIM 4acTo
NPUXOJIUT K HEMY, TOBOPUT C HUM MO JyIIe, >KaJIyeTcss Ha 0e300pa3Hylo
KOMIIAHHIO, OKPYKAIOLIYI0 UMIIEPATOPA, U YyTh HE CO CJIE3AMU YBEPSET, YTO
XO0UeT COBCEM YHAJIUTHCS, YTOO TOJBKO HE BHUJEThb, KaK IyOsT MOJOIOTO
MoHapxa. Ho wu 7oBkuii repuor ge—J/lupuss HUYEro HE MOXKET
MPUIYMATh:«HE BbIEAYT U3 MOCKBBI, HE BbIeAYT!«KOHEUHO, BCE KE HENbB3S
OCTaBJIATh JTOTO JieJa, HYKHO MpoOoBarb Bce cpeactBa. OH yacTto
Hagemaer OcrepmaHa W MOJOITY TOJKYHOT BIBOEM, U BCE-TaKW HUKAK HE
MOT'YT CTOJIKOBaTbCH.

JleTo B monHOM pasrape. [loutn Bce NMpUIBOPHBIE EPEEXAHN HA JAYU.
Kapko. Ho repuor ae—Jlupus HE cMyIaeTcsi 3TUM, U B CaMblid MOJIEHb
enet k Ocrepmany. CerogHsi 000 MHOTOM HY>KHO MEpEeroBopuTh. BoT Buepa
ObLT y Hero paBopuT U OOBSBUIL, UTO U LiecapeBHa Enn3aBera u BeChb ABOP
pPEIMTENBHO  BOCCTAlOT IPOTHMB  IUIaHA  OTHOCUTENBHO  Mopuna
CakCOHCKOTO, 4TO OHA HU 3a YTO HE XOYET BBIXOAUTH 3aMyXK. [epuor me—
Jlupust yBUAENI W3 CIOB ATUX, 4TO (paBOopuUT OoJbiie U OOJIbINE HAYUHACT
MOJyMBIBaTh 0 COOCTBEHHOM cBoeM Opake ¢ Enuzasetoii. HerpeMeHnHo Bech
BUEpAIHUNA Pa3roBOp HYXKHO cooOmuTh OcTepMaHy M MOTOM 000 BCEM
noJipoOHO OTMHCATh K CBOEMY JABOPY.

bapon HememnenHo npunsin ae—Jlupus, HO mepex BXOAOM B €ro
KOMHaTy TepLOr 3aMeTWJI, 4TO B APYIYK ABEPb BXOAWJ KHS3b AJIEKCEU
Jonropykuii ¢ 00oumu cBouMH ChIHOBbsIMH: Hukonaem n MBanoM; 3ameTun
OH Takxe, 4uro lBaH AJiekceeBHY MpU B3MISIE€ HA HETO IOKPACHEN U
CMYTHJICS.

«YTO OBI 3TO 3HAYMIIO?»

['eprior ge—JIupus, Kak CBETCKUH M JIFOOE3HBIM YEIOBEK, MOCTapayICs
COKpPaTUTh CBOW BU3UT M yeXall. A Ha CIEQYyIOIIEEe YTPO OTHPABUIICA K
kHA310 VMBany. /lonro m HaequHe MOroBoputh UM He yaanock. Kusase MBan
HIENHYJ €My TOJBKO 10 MTOBOY BUepalllHel BcTpeun, uro Ocrepman 3a0pan
ce0e B roJIOBy CMEJbIE MBICIIH.



— W npexncraBbTe, replior, BAPYT OH o0pamiaeTcss Ko MHE U TOBOPHT, a
caM 4yTh HE IUIAUET: 51, — TFOBOPUT, — BIPENb C €r0 BEJINYECTBOM HU O
KaKOM JIeJIe TOJIKOBaTh HE CTaHy OOJIbIIe, pa3Be UTO B TBOEM MPUCYTCTBHH.
[ToTom cTan mpocUTh MEHSI yIOCTOUTh €ro MO€H ApyKObI!..

He—JIluprst BHUMATEIIBHO CyIIal.

— Hy 4t0 e, KH3b, UTO BBl EMY OTBETHJIN?

— KoHeuHo, 1 cka3ai, 4To OYEHb paJl.

TyT BOILIM MOCTOPOHHUE U PA3rOBOP UX MPEKPATUIICS.

«Hano onsate exats k OcTepMaHy M y3HaTh B YE€M JE€JI0. JTO XOPOIIIO,
4YTO MEXAY HUM U (aBOPUTOM JaJbl HAUMHAIOTCA. AX, €ciii Obl yAanocCh
4YTO-HUOYb | »

['epuor BepHylcs JOOMOW, a TaM YK €ro OXHWJajdl [OCJIaHHHUK
bnankenOypr, koTopwlii octayncs y Hero oOemats. [locie obema 3TOT
MIOCJIaHHUK MPSMO HavyaJl CIAEAYIOILYIO pedb:

— S 3Hato, Kak BbI kenaeTe 7o0pa 3TON MOHAPXUU TepIOT, U HUKOMY,
KpOME Bac, HE MOTY OTKpBITh CBOEro CEepAla, IMOTOMY YTO BBl BalluM
BJIUSIHUEM MOXETE€ MHOTO J100pa clenarhb. ..

['epuior Momya citymiani, a moCIaHHUK MPOIOJIKAIL:

— Beap camu 3Haere, 4YTO AP0 HEMIPEMEHHO HYKHO BO3BPAaTUTHCS B
[lerepOypr, ¥ HE TOJIIBKO MOTOMY, UTO TaM OJNMKE K JPYTMM rOCyIapcTBaM
EBporibl, HO 1 TOTOMY, 4TO TaM OyJIeT Ha ero mazax (JaoT, KOTOPOro *AET
noruenp, €clii €ro BEJIMYECTBO OCTAHETCS 3/1eChb. A PYCCKHE TOJIBKO U
AYyMaroT O TOM, KaK ObI yJep>KaTh 1apsi B pyKax, — BbI BeJlb TaK APY>KHBI C
HUM, YTOBOPHUTE €ro B HeoOxoauMocTu nepee3aa B [letepOypr. OH uenoBek
BCE K€ OJaropa3yMHblid, XOPOIlIWE PE30HBbI MOHATh MOXET. CKaXKuUTe emy,
YTO TakuM oOpa3oM JEWCTBUU OH Bellb MHOIO€ 3aciy>KUT ceOe mepen
BEHCKUM JBOpoM. Hy, moHnMaere, Majio Jid 4YTo MO0OEIaTh EMy MOXKHO. . .

I'epuor pe—Jlupua orBewan, 4TO CHENAET CO CBOEHM CTOPOHBI BCE,
4yToObl yOenuth JloAropyKuX, KaK TOJBKO I[apb BO3BPAaTUTCS C OXOTHI B
TOpOJ.

Hakonen nocnaHHuK yexan, a qe—JIupus yx u He 3aX0Tel B 3TOT JEHb
ornpaBuTbcss K Octepmany. OH Tenepb Bce MOHsUI. KoHEYHO, BO Bpewms
Bu3uTa Jlonropykux k OcrepmaHy IIea pa3roBOp O BO3BpAIlleHUH JBOpa B
[TerepOypr; koHeuHO, OcTepMaH MPEACTABIUT BCE CBOM JOBOJBI U KOHYMII
TE€M, YTO BCE CHJbI CTAJl YyHOTPEOISATh YTOO CONM3UTHCA C (PAaBOPHUTOM.
[locnannuk bBraHkeHOypr, KOHEYHO, MPUEIKAIT K Ieplory Mo MOPYYEHUIO



Octepmana. Jla, Hy>)kHO OyzneT BCAYECKH mocraparhes. M repuor nocnenrHo
MPUHSJICS TUCATh JOHECEHUE CBOEMY ABOPY 000 BCEM CITyUMBIIEMCS.

N TakuWe CueHbl MOBTOPSUINCh OYE€Hb YacTo. B ATHX 3aHATHAX,
paspe3nax Opyr K JApPYry, CKPbIBAHWMHA Jpyr OT JApyra, LIENTaHbU U
IIEPEroBOpax MPOXOAUI0 Bce Bpems. Ho Mexay Tem [ell0 HUCKOJIBKO HE
MOABUTAJIOCH, BCE OKAHYMBAJIIOCH OJJHUMU Pa3rOBOPaAMHM.

Monogoii wummeparop U CibllIaTh HE XOTEJI O BO3BPALLICHUU B
[TerepOypr. A kHs3p MBaH, ¢ OOHON CTOPOHBI, MOJ JABJICHUEM CBOETO
CEeMENCTBa, C JPYrod CTOPOHBI, MO TBEPJAO BBIPAXKEHHOMY TpPEOOBAHUIO
MMIIEpATOpPa, HE CMEJII HU O 4YE€M 3aWKHyTbCs. M1 CHOBa IpPOIOIDKAIHMCH
OXOTbI, U CHOBA MPHUJIBOPHBIA MHUpP METAJICS OECCMBICIIEHHO. Mexay Tem
OTOBCIO[ly NPUXOAWJIM TPEBOXKHBIE WM3BeCTHs. [Ipu ABOpE TONKOBaIM, YTO
npuexan U3 YKpauHbl Kyphe€p C BECThIO O TOM, OyATO Tarapbl, B YHCIE
IATUAECATH THICSAY, TOTOBBI MMOAHATHCS U HABOAHUTH Ipeneiibl Poccuu; 4to
dbenpamapmian  Jlonropykuii, KkoTopbli gopkeH Oblm1 w3 Ilepcum
BO3BpATUTHCS B MOCKBY, mpuexain B [[apHIlblH U HA MYyTH UMEN BCTPEUY C
TarapaMu, KOTOpasi HEU3BECTHO YeM KoHumiack. Kpome Toro, B Actpaxanu
NOSIBUJIaCh MOpOBas 5i3Ba, a B Ka3aHCKOM LapCTBE CTOJBKO Pa300MHUKOB,
YTO HEJIb3s IyTelIeCTBOBaTh 0€3 MHOTOYMCICHHON CTpa)Xu, M OIacaroTcs,
YTO B HEMPOJOJKUTEIIBHOM BPEMEHH OHU U B MOCKBE MOSABATCH.

XI

BepHyBumce B MOCKBY C OXOTBHI IOCJI€ CTPAHHOTO M HEOXKUIAHHOIO
pasroBopa ¢ MBanom Jlonropykum, necapeBHa Enn3aBera OKOHYATEIBHO
3arepriach y ce0sl ¥ OTKa3bIBaJlach COMPOBOXKIATh uMIiepaTopa. OH mpuiien
K HeH, cenan el ClieHy, HO Bce e Hu4ero He goouscs. OHa roBopuia emy,
4To el Temepb He A0 3a0aB, HakoHel, 3amwiakaiga. OH  ymien
pa3no0CcagOBAHHbBIN U CMYUICHHBIN.

«Hy 4To X, Hy 4YTO X, €CIM HE XOYeT, TaKk W He Haao!» —
pa3lipaXxuTesIbHO MOBTOPsT OH cebe. M ¢ Tex mop cTaji onsaTh CepAUTHCS Ha
KpacaBuIly TE€TKY, HE MIPUMIAIIA €€ Ha OXOTHI.

K kxoHiy nera oHa B3ayMalia OTIpPAaBUThCS Ha OOroMoibe B
CeprueBckyro naBpy. OHa moexana ¢ HEOONBIIOW CBHUTOW, OYEHH YaCTO
BBIXOAMJIA U3 SKUIAXKa U IIIA TIEIIIKOM MHOTO BEpCT. Tpu JHS MOJIMIIACh OHA



y wmouerd cB. Ceprusi, a BO3BpaTHbIA MyTh BECh CHEJajia IEIIKOM,
yTOMWIach W TENephb Jiekana OOJbHAs, HUKOro He mnpuHuMaina. Ee
MPUONIM>KEHHBIE 3aMeyalid, 4TO CO BPEMEHU HU3BECTHS O CMEpPTU CECTPbI
IecapeBHa cTajga COBCEM JApyras: Iporaia ee )KUBOCTh U €€ 0€33a00THOCT®,
Jdake Toxyzena oHa W mooOneaHena. M He omHO rope, U He ofHA yTpara
JTOOMMOM CeCTphbl U3MEHUJIA 1IeCapeBHY, BOOOIIE BCE JieNia €€ CTalu UATH
OYEHb IIOXO.

OHa JeXuT, OKpY)KEHHasl CTyIIAIOIUMHUCI CyMEpKaMH, W TMeYalibHO
nymaet... HeT, el HuKakuM BecelibeM XapaKTepa He MOMO4Yb, BUJHO, ceOe:
C KQXJIbIM JIHEM Bce OoJblie U O0MIbIIe BparoB y 1ecapeBHbl. M 0TKyna oHH
oepytcs! U uto Bce aTo 3HaunT? Hy, ecnu O emie HpaB ObUT y HEE KPyToid,
ecny 0 3aMBIIUIsIIa OHA YTO HEIOOPOE, a TO BEAb HET — CO BCEMH JIAaCKOBA
U TIPUBETINBA, HUKOMY HU B Y€M MEIIAaTh HE XOYET, TOJIbKO YTOOBI €i KUTh
HE MeIIaIH. bosTcs ee BAUSHHUSA HAa UMIEPATopa, Ja YTO K y HEE TaKoe 3a
BnusgHue? Uto oHa paau Hero naenaer? Bo BceM IMepedyUT IJIEMSIHHUKY,
HUKaKHX €r0 HEeXKHOCTEH He JIOMyCKaeT: pa3a TPU HAOTPE3 OTKa3alach OBIThH
€ro ’KEHO0, a Bce ke HenoBosibHbI. M1 Harama cepaurcs, U OH cepaurcs, u
BCce BpaxaytoT. [Ipexae BoT OcTepmMaHa IpyroM cuurania, a Tenepb BUIUT,
YTO W OH MNpHUCTaAl K Bparam ee. OHa XOpOIIO 3aMedana, YTO XHUTPbIU
Anpgpen MIBaHoBHY BCSYECKH MOTBOPCTBOBAI Iu1aHaM MBaHa Jlonropykoro,
Korga TOT 3a0pajn cebe B TOJIOBY JKCHUTHCS Ha HEM: 000MX MX XOTEIOCh
noryouts Octepmany. BoT kak 3amimaTuin XUTpbeI Hemel[ Jo4YepHu 3a
oTHoOBCKHE MuIOCcTH! Besueckn XOTAT BEDKUTE €€ u3 Poccuu. IIpocut oHa,
MOJIMT, 4TOO HM O KaKuX >KEHHMXax €il HE TOBOPWJIM, & OHU KaXIblil JICHb
HOBOT'O JKEHMXa MPUAYMBIBAIOT, TO OJHOTO MpeJjIoxkar, To apyroro. Crana
OHa y ce0s 3anuparbcsi. HU Bo UTO HE BMENIUBATHCS, )KUBET TUXO0, CKPOMHO,
a BCE K€ J0 Hee JO0JIeTaloT pa3Hble HenpusTHeie ciayxu. [lpu asope
TOJIKYIOT O KaKOM-TO €€ JypPHOM MOBEJACHUU, HO HAYETO IypHOTO HE 3HAET
3a coboro mecapeBHa. IIpexxae BOT BeCENMUThCA JIOOMJIA, HapsOKalach,
UpoBayia, a TENeph BeCeIbe Ha YM HEHAET, HU Ha KOoro Obl HE CMOTpeTa.
OnuH yenoBek Toibko MuII €l — Anekcanap bopucosuu bytypnun. C HuM
OHa OTBOIUT nymry. OH XOpOIIO €€ MOHUMAET, YMEET OTraiblBaTh KaxKIylO
MBICJIb €€, KaXJ0€ YyBCTBO. Tak BOT B KOM JypHO €€ TMOBEJCHHUE, B €€
Ipyx0e ¢ 3TUM desioBekoM. Ho 4To % 3T0, HAKOHEI, Takoe? DTaK HY>KHO OT
BCETO OTKAa3aThCs, BCE HAIEPEKOp Aylle cBoeu naenarb! /la Beap m Torma
Jydiiie He OyJIeT — HaWIyT YeM MOMPEKHYTh — Bcerja HauayT. M xouercs
1ecapeBHe, 4YTOObI BCE €€ 1M03a0bUIN, YTOOBI OBITh €M MPOCTOM JIEBYLIKON U



caMOW pacropsikaTbCs CBO€H >XM3HbIO. Huuero Tak He JMOOUT OHA, Kak
IPOCTOTY U CBOOO/Y, HY JIFOOUT €I1le, MOKET OBbITh, HAPSABL, 1a BE/Ib 3TO HE
I'pEX BEJIMKUU B €€ TOBI.

[lewanpHBIE MBICTH LIecapeBHBI Tiepeduiia Bomeamas ¢peinuaa. OHa
nonoxuna ei, yto HapeimkuH, ee rodgmapiman, keraeT €€ BUIETh, UTO
OUYCHb EMY HY¥KHO.

— Eme uro? Ax, boxe Mo, na Beap s OonbHa. Kak ke mory s
npuHaTh ero! Hy ma, Bmpouem, HUYEro, mMyCTh BOWJET, TOJIBKO Jall MHE
00JIBII0E OACSIIO.

[lecapeBHa 3aKyTanach B MOJAHHOE OJIEsUIO0 U kaana Hapeimkuna.

— Yto Tam Takoe? Kakue HanacTu? — BCTPETUIIA OHA €T0.

— HcTrHHO, YTO HamacTH, Ballle BBICOYECTBO; HAC YK U BepXOBHBIN
CoBet TecHUTh HaunHaeT. OOpaTWINCh KO MHE MTUCHMEHHO, Y3HAJIH, BHIIIb,
YTO Ball€ BBICOYECTBO, UMES CBOM JOXOJBI U IIOMECThS, BCE JKE MOJIyYaeTe
CTOJIOBBIE JIEHBI'M M3 IAPCKOTO IOMAa, YTO BAIIA CYETHI OYE€Hb BEJIUKH. . .

— Hy, Tak 4to x%? 5l HU4Yero He NOHUMAIO.

— Jla BOT, BaIle BBICOYECTBO, YK HE 3HAIO s, KaK U ObITh. TOUHO, 4TO y
Hac X035UCTBO MJIOXO BEJIETCS, BCAKUN TAIIUT ce0€, UTO XOUET, BUHA OJHOTO
CKOJIBKO BBIXOJIUT, yxac! BoT oHM OOBABISIIOT, 4TO 0€3 MOETro TpeOOBaHUS
HUYETO OTIIYCKaTh HE CTAHYT. A s MPOILY YK BaC, YBOJIBTE MEHs, 1 HE CTaHy
HU BO 4YTO MELIATHCS.

— Jla 4TO X MHE caMOW BXOJUTh BO BCE 3TO, uTO Ju? Heyxto Moum
TOCTSIM M JIFOASIM HE IHUTh, HE €CTh, 4 MHE KaXKJblil KyCOUYEK yCUHMTHIBATH?
He npusskikna g k sTtomy. Tak Toapko-T0 U Bcero? M 3aTeM-TO BbI NMPHUILITA
KO MHE?

HapslknH noxan nie4aMu.

— DTO HE TaK IyCTO, KaK BaM Ka)XeTcsl, IPUHIIECCa.

— Her, 310 ouenp mycro. llokamyiicra, MEHS HE TPEBOXKBTE, S
He3noposa. [Ipuner rocynaps, ckaxy emy, U Hac He OyayT OECIOKOUTH U3
BepxoBHoro Cogera.

HapplllkiH ¢ HEIOBOJBHBIM JMLOM BblIEN, a Enn3aBera cHOBa
MOTPY3WJIACH B CBOW MBICIIH.

N3 0KOH HECIUCh 3aBBIBAHUS BETPA; MEJIKUN JOXKIb 3apsIil;, He00 —
OoJlHa Tyd4a cepas, HemporisiaHas. Bce 3To emie Oomblie paszapaikaer
uecapeBHy! Tocka ee 1aBUT, CKy4HO, AYIITHO.

— IlpusoBuTe KO MHE JEBYIIEK, — TOBOPUT OHa (peilyiuHe, — Ja
CaMu BCE IPUJIUTE, IECHU, YTO JIU, MHE CIIOMTE, TOCKA TaKas. ..



B ee cnanbHIO COOMpArOTCsl IEBYIIKU—CTY>KaHKU U (PPETHBI.

— CroliTe MHe 4TO-HUOYIb, CIIOMTE, Ja Beceloe! — MOTATUBAsSCh,
ropopuT EnmzaBera. OHHM 3ameBalOT MECHIO, HO BBIXOJUT HEBECEIO —
cTapasi 3HakoMas IMECHs, HAlleB TaKOW TOCKIMBBIA. OTKy/a B35ITh HHOTO —
HeTy!

— Ilepecransbre, 3aMmomunTe! — €O CJI€3aMHU B T'OJIOCE OCTAHABIUBAET
UX IIecapeBHa, — JyUIlle PACCKAXKUTE YTO-HUOY/Ib, KAKHE€ HOBOCTU?

HoBocreli HeT 0COOEHHBIX, BCE T€ k€. TOJKYIOT JAEBYUIKH, YTO KHA3b
Honropykuii, IBan AnekceeBuy, Bce Oouibliie U OoJibllle OECUYMHCTBYET.
Bumb, teneps B goM k IllepemereBbIM moBajuics, BUIHO, C YT COUTH
XO4ETCsl €My MOJIONIYIO rpaduHto.

— Cnpimana yx s 3T0, — TOCKJIMBO OT3bIBaeTCA EnnzaBera, — MHOTO
po Hero OoJTaloT, a pa3o0paTh XOPOIIEHBKO, TaK HEMajlo M Bpak
okaxkercs. [Ipo Mens eme myre Toro 6onrarTt. Ax! TonrHO MHE, TOITHO! —
MEYeTCsl Ha CBOEW moctenu KpacaBuna. — (OcTaBbTe MEHA, YHUIUTE,
MTO30BUTE KO MHE APUHYLIKY.

JIeBylIkH BBIXOAST, M HAa MECTO HX MOABISIETCS CTapas crapyxa.
CoBceM yX B 36MJII0 OHA CMOTPHUT; OT JIET CIIMHA JyrOl COTHYJACh; JIUIIO,
4TO s0JIOKO TI€YEHOE, BO PTY HU OJHOTO 3y0a; M3-TI0JI KUYKU PEIAKUE CEJIbIe
BOJIOCHI BBITVISABIBAIOT. [loCTyKMBas Mmajoykod, MOAXOAUT OHA K TMOCTEINH
LIECAPEBHBI U HU3KO KJIAHAECTCA.

— TocymapeiHs MoOs, Marymika, NOpecBeTIas MOS I[ApeBHa, 4YTO
MPUKAXKEIb? 3a4eM 3BaTh U3BOJIIIA?

— Ilpucsigp-ka Tl crloga, ApUHYIIKAa, — JAaCKOBO TOBOPHUT €M
EnuzaBera. — CkydyHO MHE HBIHYE, TOCKa OepeT MeHs. [lymana, neBku
MECHSIMH Pa3BECEINIAT, & OHMU €€ MyLIE€ CKYyKy HarHaiu. Tak XOThb Thl,
HSIHbKA cTapasi, Npuaymail MHe 3a0aBy KaKylo, UeM XOYelllb pa3BIEKHU MEHS.

— AX TbI, MOsI ce€p/icuHasi, — IIIaMKaeT CTapyxa, OecrpecTaHHO Kak
OBl Kysl 4TO-TO 0€33yObIM PTOM, — CBETHK Thl MO SICHBIH, 4eM s TeOs
3a0aBt0? bbuta Thl MaXOHbKasI, TaK CKa3KU TeOe CKa3bIBaJIA. ..

— Hy BoOT Temepr M pacckaxku, HAHbKA, CKa3Ky, XOTb JI€TCTBO
BCIIOMHIO CHaCTJIIMBOE!

N crapas ApuHyllika 3ay4eHHBIM, MOHOTOHHBIM TOJIOCOM HAUYUHAET
CBOIO CKa3Ky. Ml HaunHaeT OHa ee BCe ¢ TOro K€, 4TO, I€CKATh, 3a TPUIACBIThH
3eMellb, B TPUJECITOM IAPCTBE KWJI—ObUI LIaph C LApHUIEH, a Y HUX TpH
ChIHA...



C nercTBa 3HAKOMa IIAPEBHE 3Ta CKa3Ka, HUYErO, KaXUChb, HET B HEM
3aHSITHOTO, a TOJNBKO C KaXJbIM €€ CJIOBOM TEIepb €H JeTCTBO
BCIIOMHHAETCSI — COBCEM JIPYTO€ BpPEMs, KU3Hb ApPyrasi, U OTPaJHO BCE ATO
BCIOMHUTh Enu3aBere, W XKaaHO CIyIIAeT OHA CTapyr HSAHBbKY. Bot
MOBEpHYJIAch Ha CBOEH MOCTENH, MOOIMKE K paccKazdyuIle, MoIepia pykou
rOJIOBY U INIa3 HE CITyCKAeT CO CTapOoro JIMIa, Uy CaMOM IJ1a3a 3aroparorcs,
a Ha rybax MeJbKaeT COBCeM JeTcKas, sicHas, O0e33a0oTHas yabioka. Ho
CKa3Ka KOHUYEHa, 00assHue MWJIBIX BCIIOMMHAHWN MCU€3J10: OMATh TOCKAa U
CKyKa. A TYT HsHbKa e€IIe TMOArajJuia: HallOMHWJIA MUJIYI0 CeCcTpy—
MOKOMHUITY, pa3peBesiach CTapyxa, a ¢ HEH BMECTE IUIaueT, PhIAACT U HE
MOXET yAEep>KaTrhCsi U I[apeBHAa. BOT u crapyxa yimia, U OHSITh HUKOTO
HETY...

OpeiinHa JOKJIAIbIBA€T, 4YTO AJekcaHap bopucoBuu mnpumien
CIIPABUTHCS O 3[I0POBBE MPUHIIECCHI.

— OH 31ech? — oxxkuBmWIachk Enn3asera.

— 311eCh, PAIOM.

— ITo30BH ero!

«Hy 4ro %, — nymaer EnuszaBera, — Benb Bce paBHO bor 3Haer 4ro
y>K TOBOPSIT, MMyCTh CKaXyT: B MOCTEIM NpuHUMaro U HapslllikuHa, U ero, u
BCEX, ITyCTh TOBOPSIT, MHE-TO KaKO€ JIEJIO. . .»

byTtypnun Bowen.

— Croma, mobnuxe! — mIenHynaa 1ecapeBHa, MPOTATUBAS €My CBOIO
peKpacHylo pyky. — BOT kak s HEempUCTOWHO Bexy ceOsi, AJIeKCaHAp
bopuchy, MONOABIX JIFOJIE HBIHYE B MOCTENIM MPUHUMAKO SIBHO, Y BCEX Ha
rmaszax!

— Jla 3auem ke, g yuay... B camom geine, HE Ciel MUILY 3JIbIM
S3bIKaM J1aBaTh.

— YT0 TBI 3TO, YTO THI, U THI TyAa *ke! Jla MHE-TO, TOBOpIO, KaKOE JENO0,
BEJIb HE CTaHy s Apyras ot 3toro. Kakosa ectp, Takoro u octanycb. CoBcem
g pa3OuTta ¢ JOPOTH, CHJI HET OJEThCS, & TOCKA TakKas, 4YTO paja MpHUXOIy
TBOEMY, Kak COJIHIy HeOecHOMy. CoBceM MeHs 3a0MKaTh CTajlH, IPYT MOM
CepICUYHBIN!..

OHa cMoprHyJa ciessl.

— Bor y3Hama, 4to TEn0 CEeCTPUIbl MPHUBE3YT CKOPO, BCA Jylia
pa3pbiBaeTcsi. BcrmoMHu, TonyOurK, erie HeJaBHO KaKWe BECEeJble MHChMa
nonyuana! He sxnana s, He rajana, 4To CIIy4UuTCs Takoe. ..



ByTypnuH cremmusn ee BCAYECKH YCIIOKOUTh, KakK-HUOY/Ab OTOTHATh OT
MEYAIBHOTO MPEAMETA €€ MBICIIH, HO 3TO OBLJIO €MY HE 10 CHJIaM.

— Benp BOT y Apyrux, — roBopujia oHa, — OJM3KUI YEJIOBEK OJIMH
YMUPAET, TaK JApyrue OMU3KWE JIIOIU, APYTHE APY3bsl OCTAIOTCS, a BEAb Y
MEHS HET APY3€H, KTO MHE Teneph nocie cectpuibl octaics! Tel, yTo yiu,

Anekcannp bopuceiy, Tak Benb U T€0s, MOXKaTYH, Yepe3 MEHS CKUBYT
CO CBETAa, YIUTIOT KyAa-HUOY/b. ..

— Hy, 310 eme nocmorpum, enie He O4EHB-TO JATUMCS, — CTaAPaAsICh
BECENI0 YNbIOaThCs, MporoBopuil byTypiauH. — Yk s-To, LecapeBHa, He
CTHHY C IJ1a3 TBOUX, KAKHUCh, C TOTO CBETA, CBUCTHH ThI TOJBKO, U, KaK JIUCT
nepen TpaBoM, SIBIIOCH s epe]] To0O0o!

— Xopoio, xopomo! — ynsidanace EnuzaBera. — S Tak u 3HATH
Oyay, moMHu!

Takum oOpa3zom gonaro oHu OecenoBaliv, W MaJO—TIOMAlly CTHUXajna
TOCKa IIapEBHBI, 1 MaJIO—TIOMaJly IIPEXHsS paJOCTHAs YJIbIOKa pa3iMBalIach
1o JIMIy €€, U He JAyMaja OHa O TOM, YTO HE MOJ00aeT I[apeBHE KUTh TaK
IIPOCTO, YTO IIa3a OCTPBIE, A3BIKU JUIMHHBIE CO BCEX CTOPOH CIIEIAT 3a HEIO
U JAJIEKO Pa3HOCAT MOJBY HenoOpyro. Jluiib Obl 371a B cepjilie HE ObLIO,
JUIIb OBl JIIOASIM HEcUacThbsl HE Kejalla, a JIpyroe 4tro MpocTUT bor
MUJIOCTUBBIM.

XIT

[Toroga pasryisuiachk, JOKIW NPOILIXA, W BBICYIIWJIO COJIHIIE CBHIPYIO
3emuIto. Beceno mMmeparop Bblexan Ha OXOTy. TOJNBKO Ha 3TOT pa3 B €ro
cBUTE He ObLIO KHsKHBI Jlonropykoit, Kattomm. [Tpoctyaunace oHa, BUAHO:
HOYBIO ap y Hee ObLI, Hy U OCTaBUIIM ee JoMa. A yexanu Bce — Karrore
BApPYr Jydile crajo. MoxeT, u O0Je3Hb-TO BCS ObLIa TOJBKO XHUTPOCTH
JIEBUYbsS. YK OUCHb HE JIIOOUT OHA ATUX BBHIE3/IOB, & OCOOCHHO KOTJa B
CBUTE IApCKOM HET MoJooro rpadga Mwumie3aumo. A 4TO Ha ATOT pa3 €ro
HETY, PO TO HABEPHO 3HAET KHSKHA.

Yac yxe mecror B ucxoae. CoyHile K 3amaay ckioHsercs. CKydHO
OlHOM B KoMHarax EkareprHe AJIEKCEEBHE; HAKHWHYJIA OHA aTIACHYI Ha
JIETOHBKOM BaTe CTEraHyro KyllaBeHWKy M coluia B cai. Tuxo Opener mo
JOPO’KKE: Ha TIECKE, HE COBCEM €IlE BBICOXIIEM OT JOXIS BUEpAIIHETO,



OCTAIOTCSl ClIeIbl €€ MaJeHbKUX HOxeK. Caa mopenen: HWHbIE JepEeBbS
COBCEM OCBINAJINCH, PYTUE CTOST JKEIThIC, TPETbU SPKO—KpACHBIC, KAK
OTOHb TOPAT HA COJIHIE. JINCTHEB OMABIINX BUJIUMO—HEBUIAMMO: MTOKPBITHI
UMK JOpoxkKH. CrIyckaeTrcsi KHS)KHAa C NPUTOpPKa, MOAXOAUT K CaJ0BOM
orpaze, a y orpajpl CaJiloBOM yX KTO-TO €€ NMOoKuAaeT.«OH, 3TO OH!» —
pPaJOCTHO TOBOPUT ce€0€ KHSKHA, M C PYMSHUEM, SIPKO Ha NIEKax
BCIBIXHYBILIEM, OCMAaTPUBAETCSI OHA BO BCE CTOPOHBI... HUKOIO HET, JOM
IAJIEKO, XOTh U MOPENENN AEPEBbS, a BCE KE HE BUAATh €ro 3a HUMU. Bce
yexayiu: OaTiollKa M MaTylllka, cecTpa U OpaThsi, HEKOMY MOJICMOTPETh, U
KHSDKHA ~ MalleT  pPyKO0  MOJIOJIOMY  YEJIOBEKY, CTOfAIIEMYy  3a
orpanoii.«llepenesai, Mo, HUKTO HE YBUAUT!«OH TOJBKO M KA1 3TOTO U
BO MTHOBEHHME OKa BCKOYMJI Ha PEIIETKY U OBLI Mepe]l KHAXKHOIO.

Yto x »10 KHsokHa Katroma? JlaBHO m oHa ObLla MajeHBKOU
JE€BOYKON M O JIETCKUX 3a0aBax TOJBKO JyMalia, U BOT TEMEpPh HUIIb KaKOe
JeJI0 JenaeT: POAHBIX BceX OoOMaHyna, OOJIbHOIO CKaszanaach, KPacHBOMY
FOHOILIE CBUJIAHHE HA3HAYUIIA. . .

Bot ona npotsaHyna emy 0o0e pyKH, BOT OH €€ HEXHO OOHsUI, a OHA HE
MPOTUBUTCS, CaMa €ro MOIEI0BANIA. YK OYEHb XOPOII OH, MUJI €i: KaK s
IpYTUX — HE 3HAET, a Uil HEE Ha BCEM CBETE HET Muiee 4denoBeka. U
BHUJIHO, UTO OO0JIbHO MoJiofa KHskHa Kartromra, Oyap mocTtapiie oHa, Tak,
MoKy, OH €l Obl HE MOHPABWICS: KaK C KapTHHKH COPBAJICS MOJOJION
rpad Mwuinesumo. Pocty HEOONBIIOrO, XyAeHBKUN 1a TOHEHBKHUH, YepPThI
JYIIA MEJIKUE, YCbl B CTPYHKY BBIBEIACHBI, BOJIOCBI TE€MHBIC, MEJIKUMHU
KOJIBIIaMH 3aBUBAKOTCS, CaM OH IMOYTH MajikuuK. He BHIHO B 1a3zax ero
MBICJIH CTPOTO#, CEPHE3HOM, yMa SICHOTO, HO 3aTO HEKHO TaK U YMHWJIBHO, C
JETCKUM cuacTheM yibiOaeTcsi oH Katromie. oyT oHU psioM B JANbHIOKO
aJuIel0 U CaJATCSl Ha CKaMEEeuKy, TOBOPSAT 0€3 YMOJIKY, a YTO TOBOPST, U
CaMM HE 3HAIOT: CMEX OCCIPUYMHHBIM, HEBEJOMO OTKYy/la MPUXOJSIIas
paoCTh.

— Kakas e Tbl cMenas, Kakas e Tbl YMHas, KHS)KHA MOSI MIJIasl, —
roBOpUT MusiesuMo, — Jymai si: HA 3a YTO TOrO He Oy/eT, He MPHECIIb
THI.

— Mano Tbl MEHS 3Haelllb, MO MUJIEHBKUM, — CMEETCS U TJIAJIUT €r0
[0 CepJlly CBOMMH Mia3amu KHsbkHa KarepuHa, — yx ecnu ckazana s
4YTO-HUOYIb, TO U CJEJal0, TAKOW MOM Xapakrtep!

Ho Bapyr oHa 4TO-TO BCIIOMHUJIA, BUJHO, TPYCTHOE, U 3aTYMAaHWUJIUCh
SCHBIE TJ1a3a ee.



— Bot MBI cMeemcst TyT U pagyeMmcs, U 1000 HaM U BECeJo, a Beb
IJIOXME JieJla HaIld, MOM MMIIBIM; COBCEM JKMThbS MHE HET JioMa, M
MOJIC/IyIIaja sl TPETHETO JHS, YTO TOYHO, BO UTO ObI TO HU CTajo, 3alyMaliv
BBIJIATh MEHS 3a rocyaaps.

Munne3nmMo ooJeIHes U UCITyTaHHO B3IVISTHYII Ha HEe.

— Jla 4T0 % 3TO Takoe, Tak, 3HAYUT, TeOS HACWJIHLHO BbIJIaBaTh OymayT?
Benb y Bac B Poccuu ato crutonis ObiBaet. Kak xe s-To octanych?!

— ABocbh, bor MHJIOCTHB, W TOTOM... TOTOM €CThb OJHO CPEJICTBO:
KOJIM Thl OUEHB JIFOOUIITb MEHS, KaK TOBOPUJI MHE, TaK BCE CJIAJIUTCH.

— Kak ke, kak ke, Hay4dHn MeHs!

— Bort, — ycMmexHymnach KHsKHA, — BCEMY 51 T€Osl TOJDKHA YUUTh, CaM
HUYEro Thl HE mpuaymaenib. Hy ckaxu, CKaxku, Kak Tam y Bac JiejiaeTcsi, B
3eMJIe Ballle, €CJIM JIEBYIIKY POJIHbIE HE XOTSAT BbIJATh 3a TOTO, KOTO OHA
mo0uT? HeyXTo  TeM BCE€ M KOHYAETCS, YTO PACXOMASITCS OHM B Pa3HbIC
CTOPOHBI... HY, @ KOJIM TaK Y Bac, TaK y Hac APYroe: y HacC, €CJIu 4YeJIOBEK
TOYHO KpENKO JIOOWT, €CIM OH XpaOpbli U CMenblii, Tak OH 0e3
POJIUTENILCKOTO COTJIACHUSI YBO3UT CBOIO HEBECTY, a OHA UJET 3a HUM. [loTom,
KaKk OOBEHYAIOTCA, TOTJA YK JIeJIaThb HEUero, MOHEBOJIE MPOCTIT POJHBIE, a
KOJIb HE MPOCTAT, TAK OHA U POJAHBIX 3a0yJET, C MWJIBIM JPYrOM YOEXKHUT
XOTh Ha Kpau cBeTa!

— BoT TBI Kakas, BOT Tl 4TO npuayMaina!l — pagoBaics Musne3sumo,
1enys ee pyky. — Benpb u s 00 3TOM mymaln, nma Oosuics cka3zaTh TeOe, He
3HaJ, KaK Thl B3MJISHENIb. Jla HET, BUJAHO, Thl TOYHO CMeENas, BUIHO, OYEHb
MEHSI JIFOOUIITh, He OOMaHyIIa.

— Tocnonu, k yeMy e MHeE TeOs oOMaHbIBaTh, HE JtOOMIa OBl TEOS,
TaK MOYKET TENEPhb K€ YK cTaya Obl LIAPCKONH HEBECTOM. . .

— Tak, 3HauuT corlacHa, 3HAYUT, U YOEKHUIIIb CO MHOIO?

— Jla, ma, ckaszana pas, Tak Ha3aj HE MOWYy.

— Tonpko Kak ke MbI 3TO cuenaeM?! — 3aaymaincs MuuieaumMo. —
Ox, TpyaHO, YK M HE 3Har0, Kak 3To OyneT. Beas aTakas oOuaa, 4To CpoIHH
MHEe Bparucnap: Taky0 OHH HMCTOPHIO TOAHUMYT... J1a U TBOM TOXE,
MOXKaTyH, U yOeKaTh-TO HE AaAYT HaAM, MUTOM U JIOTOHSIT.

— KoHeuHoO, TpyHO, 4TO U TOBOPUTH, — 3aMETWJIA KHSKHA, — JIa
3HAENIb JIU Thl, €CTh y HAC OJIHA MOCJIOBHUIIA TaKas:«BOJKa OOATHCS, TaK B
Jec He XoauTh». Hy BOT Thl M1 TOMHU, U TIOMHU, 3apyOu y ceOsi Ha HOCY!

N oHa CBOMM TOHEHBKHM, PO30BHIM MaJIBYUKOM yJapuja Mo HOCY
rpada Munne3zumo. OH 3aBnajien 3TUM MATBYUKOM U CTal 1eJI0BaTh €Tr0.



— Jla Benb u He ceityac 3To! — cHoBa 3aroBopuia Kartoma. — Emne
4TO-TO OYylIeT, MOXKET, M TaKk oOoiaercsi. ABOCh, XEHHUTCS Ilapb Ha
KOM-HUOY/Ib, BE€JIb HE HPABIIIOCH 51 EMY, BOT CHACTHE-TO!

Muuie3umMo c4desl CBOMM JIOJITOM 3asBUTh O TOM, YTO y TOCyaaps
BechMa II0XoM BKyc. Ho kHsKHA HE oOpaTuiia HUKAaKOrO BHUMAaHUS Ha 3TO
3amedaHue. OHa cTajia paccrpaiinBarb MOJIOJOTO YEJIOBEKa O TOM, KaK UM
KUTh npuaercss. OH rOBOPUII € PO CBOIO POAMHY, U HE 3aMeYalu OHU, KaK
nu1o BpeMs. [lopa BepHyThCS nomMoM KHsDKHE Karepune, HE TO €€ MCKATh
CTaHyT; a IPUEAYT JOMOM OTEIl C MAaTEPBIO, TAK JOHECYT UM, UTO CKAa3aJlach
OHa OOJILHOIO, @ cama BeCh Beuep Tylisyla Mo chlpocTu. Jlenars Heuero,
MPOCTUJIACH OHA CO CBOMM KpacaBYMKOM. OH Tak ke ObICTPO, TaK ke JJOBKO
nepeses3 yepes 3a00p, a OHa TUXOHBKO IMOLUIA K JI0MY, Kak OyATO HU B YEM
He ObIBaJlO, OMISABIBAjach IO CTOPOHAM, MPUCITYIIMBAIach, BCE THXO,
MyCTO, HUKOTO HET, HUKTO HE MOAIISAAEH UX, HE MOoAcHylan. A oma ee
noxunanack rpaduns [llepemerena.

— Yro 310, Karroma, — ckazaia oHa €, — TOBOPUJIIM MHE, YTO ThI
0oibHA, B MOCTENH, a TeOs W JoMa HET, Tyiselb o caay. Becb can 4
oOexara, uckajia Teds, rJe Thl nponagana?

— Kak, Th1 ObL71a B cajly? — HEBOJILHO TOKPACHEB, CITPOCHIIA KHSIKHA.

— Jla, 6112 B cany. UTo % ThI MOKpacHeNa, 4YTO 3TO 3HAYUT?

— Hwuuero, npaBo, HUYEro, TOJIBKO sl YIOUBIISIIOCH, KaK 3TO MBI HE
BCTPETUIIHC.

— Her, Tyt ectph uTO-TO Takoe! Karromia, He OTBEpTHIBaCS, PACCKAKU
MHE BCE CKOpee.

Ho Exarepuna AliekceeBHa cTajla yBEpATb, UTO HUYETO POBHO HETY.
OnHa HU 3a 4TO HE MOBEAAET HUKOMY CBOEM TaiHbl. OHa MpoKIMHaNIa ceos
3a CBOM IJIyNbIM BOMPOC U C y»KacoM JyMalia, 4TO BOT, noxkanyi, Haranbs
BbopurcoBHa kak-HUOYAh MPOTOBOPUTCS TIPU Opare, CTaHYT CIEAUTH 3a HEIO,
U TIJIOXO TOT/a OyJieT.

— Harama, kak Tebe He CTBIAHO, IPaBO, YTO Thl TaKOE MOAyMala,
Jla’Ke€ B KpacKy BOTHajla MEHs. Beap BOT 3Tak Ipy KOM M3 HaIllMX, 1A MPHU
Opare ermie MBaHe ckaxkels 4To, TaK MHE MPOXOy HE Oy/eT.

— C kako# cTaTu s CTaHy TOBOPUTH KoMmy-HHOyns? CroBo maro Tebe,
HHUYETO HE CKaXKY.

— By npyr, noxanyiicra, s 4 Tak HE 3HaI0, KyJa IeBaThbCs OT Opara.

Haranbs BopucoBHa BenibixHYa ¥ OBICTPO cKa3ana:

— YT0 3TO BBI BCE €r0 TaK HE JIIOOUTE, UYTO B HEM JYPHOIO?



Kuspxna Kareprna npe3puTenbHO yAbIOHYIACH.

— BuaHo, Mano Thl €ro 3Haellb, KOJu cripaiuBaciib. Jla u e nait bor
TeOe 3HaTh ero. Takoro 4eyjoBeKa s U HE BUJIaJIa HUKOIJIA, KaK Opar Mou
NBaH. Tenepp 3HaelmIb Thl, Y4EM OHU BCE 3aHATHI, & OH IyLIE BCEX: XOTAT
YTOBOPHUTH TOCYIApsi, YTOO OH HA MHE >KCHHJICS, MEHS XOTAT CUJION BBIJATh.
A cam HMBaH o npuHiiecce EnnzaBeTe noyMbIBaeT.

— Her, 310 Henpapna! Oto HempaBaa! — ToO OnenHes, TO KpacHed,
BIIPYT JaKe BcTana ¢ cBoero Mmecra Haranbst bopucosHa.

— IlpaBna, konu s roBopro Tebe. He crany srarb, 1aBHO YK CBOMMU
ylIaMu BCE CJIbIIIANA.

— OT KOro ciplaia, TOBOPH, OT KOro?

— Jla OoT Hero ke OT CaMoro: nepea OTUOM U IAAEH MOXBAJSIICS, YTO
OyZeT My>KeM 11apEBHBI.

Haranesa bopucoBHa xoTena cka3aTb 4YTO-TO, HO SA3BIK €€ HE
MOCyIIAJCs, OHa MoOieIHeNa, Kak CMEepPTh, U, TOIIATHYBIIUCH, OITYCTUIIACh
B Kpecia.

Karroma tak Obl1a 3aHsITa CBOUMH MBICIISIMH M HETOJIOBAaHUEM TTPOTHUB
Opara, 4TO HUYEro He 3aMeTUJIA.

X1

['my6okast ocenb. CHEr BaJIUT XJIONMBSIMH U 3aChIa€T PABHUHBI, Jieca,
nepeBHU. HemoaBM»KHO CTOMT rycTas dyaiia; HU JIMCTKAa HE OCTaJoCh Ha
BeTKax. He CIBIIIHO B HUX JIETHOTO CBHUCTa W TeHus. Jlaneko pas3ieTeauch
NTUIIBI, U TOJIBKO U3PEJIKA MO TOJBIM CyUbsiM MPHITAET OEJIKa, OTPSAXAET CHET
CO CBOHMX JIAMIOK W CIEIIUT CKOpee B HOpy. BHU3Y Ha pBIXJIOM, €/Ba
BBIIIABIIEM CHETY KO€—TJI€ 3aMETHBI CIIE/Ibl 3BEPUHBIE, HO 3BEpEl HE BUIHO:
MONPSATAINCH OHU.

Ha onymke ieca HauMHAeT KpPYXKUTbCS METENWIA W B3ABIMAET
CHEXHYIO TIBLIb.

OpuHOKMM, OTKyZa-To 3a0eXaBIIMK 3asdll Tonajl B 3Ty CaMylo
METEJIUIY W CHJWT, TPHXKAB YIIH, H3YMJIEHHO IIOCMaTpuBasi BO BCE
cTopoHbl. [lymucras mepcTka pas3yBaeTcsi Ha HEM, U JIOJTO HE MOXET OH
MOHATH, KyJIa 3TO OH 3a0eXall, U JI0JIT0 COOOpa)kaeT, Kak €My BO3BPATUTHCH.

CHerom coBCEM 3aMeJo JIOPOTH, €/1Ba PA3IMUYUTh UX MOXKHO.



Tuxo, THXO CTAHOBUTCS, TaK, UTO BCSIKUM JaJIeKUN 3BYK HECOOOPa3HO
YCUJIMBAETCS U U3MEHSET CBOE 3HAYEHUE, U TIOTOM OIISTh TUXO, BCE MEPTBO,
BCE IE€YAJIbHO.

Ho Bapyr moHecIHuch OTKy/Ia-TO Pa3HOOOpAa3HbIE, CTPAHHBIE 3BYKHU.
M3nanu capImmTCes, KaK 4TO-TO JIOMAET Cyubsi: M3-3a YaCThIX JIE€PEBbHEB Ha
Oellyt0 TOJISIHKY TSDKENIO M MEIJIEHHO BBIXOJIUT MeABeAb. Ero nukuii pes
OTJIAIIaeT HEMYIO OKPECTHOCTh, M OCHBIN 3as1] COBCEM MPUKUMAET YU U
TOTOB 3apbIThbCSl B CHEI, JIPOKUT BCEM TEJIOM, U HU C MecTa. Measenp
MEJIJIEHHO TPOXOJUT IO TOJISHKE M OMATh YIyOsseTcs B yally, a JaJieKue
3BYKH Bce Ommke u Omke! To He peB 3BEpUHBIN, TO KPUKU U THKaHbE
JIIOJICKHE.

Bot 3a moBOpOTOM JIECHOM JOPOTH IOKA3aJIKUCh KOHU, BIPSKEHHBIE B
OTPOMHBIE TOIIEBHU, U MHOTO KOHEW, U MHOTO TOIIEBHEW, U BCE TPOUKHU
aMmiuikue. M3 Bcex CHUII KOHEW MOTOHSIIOT, U MYarcs JUXUE KOHH, HE
pazbmpas JOpOTrH, TOJHMMAsT KPyroM ceOs CTOJIOBI CHEXHON IIbLUIH,
3QJIETUISISE ATOM MBUIBIO IJ1a3a SIMILIUKY M CEOKaM.

— Cxopee! Cropee! — pazgaercst 4el-To roJioc.

Kpacasenr toHoma ¢ OjegHbIM, HCIYTaHHBIM JIMIIOM, C TJIa3aMH,
MMOKPACHEBIINMHU OT CJIE3, TO U JIEJIO MOBTOPSET: «CKopee! ckopee!»

W muarcst caHu, U BBUIETAIOT U3 Jieca. 3a MEePBLIMU IOIIEBHSIMU €]1Ba
nocneBarT Jpyrue. B HUX cuast oxoTHUkH U cobaku. To B MocCkBy
BO3BpAaIaeTCsl UMIEpPATOp ¢ 0XOThl. bosnee Hepenu He ObLUT OH JIomMa. OxoTa
nuia Xopouno. Jlymai oH elie HeCKOJIbKO JHEW OCTaThCHl. . .

Otyero ke Tak cHoemudr OH B MOCKBY, OTYEro, 3a/bIXasicCh,
€KEeMUHYTHO MOBTOPSIET SIMIIUKY:«cKopee! ckopee!«OTuero oH Tak OneneH
Y 3aIJIaKaHHBI [J1a3a €ro?

Pano yTpoM cerojHs mpuckakaia K Hemy ToHell oT 6apoHa OctepmaHa.
BbapoH nuiieTt, 4To cecTpa o4eHb IJ10Xa, COBCEM OHa yMupaet. U, He B3Buas
CBETa, OMYAJICS IOHBIM UMIIEpAaToOp, U TOCKa pa3pbiBaeT ero cepiaue. He
3Ha€T OH, YTO MOJEeNIaThb C CO00I0, U KPUYHUT YXKE€ COBCEM OXPHUILIBIM
roJIocoM:«ckopee! ckopee!»

Vxe Bbexaaum B Topoia, Onm3ka HeMmenkas ciodoma. Bor yxke u
JIBOPILIOBBIE CTEHBI IMEpel] MiazaMu. TOIMHO WSAAETh Ha CBET boxuit
MMIIEpaTopYy.

«OKuBa 5, xxuBa au?! — AymaeTcs emy, U TYT K€ MPUXOAUT MBICIb.
— Jla pa3Be 3T0 BO3MOKHO, Pa3BE€ OHA MOXKET YMEPETh, pa3Be OHA yMpeT?!



Mosxet ObITh, AHapeit BaHoBuy ommbcs. Ho 3aduem ke Tak myrarh MeH,
3a4eM TaK My4uTbh! A UTO €Clii YMPET B CAMOM Jielie, Kak s 0e3 Hee Oymy?!»

[Toxbexanu K ABOpLLY.

[atasce, Beimen [lerp u3 momeBHed U, ceOs HE MOMHS, KHHYJICS B
nokou. Auapeit MBanoBuu BcTpeTun ero. FOHBIM ummeparop DISAUT Ha
CBOEr0 BOCHHUTATEJSI U Cpa3y BUAMT, YTO TOT He oOMaHbIBal ero. Octepman
OneneH; y>ke OH HE CKpBIBAET IVla3 CBOMX, a NISIAUT MPAMO, MEYAIbHBIM,
HCIYTaHHBIM B30POM.

— Hy uto0, uTO OHa? — 0O0SCH 3a OTBET, €/IBa MOXKET BBITOBOPUTH
HMMIIEPATOP.

— IInoxa, rocynapp, BCIO HOYb METANACh. ..

— Jla Kak ’ke€ BBl PaHbIIE-TO 3a MHOM HE MOCJIaIu? — OTYAsTHHO

CXBaTWiICA 3a roiosy Iletp.

— Camu He Bejanu, 4TO TaK IUIOXa: OTO BCEX IlapEeBHA CKpbIBAJIA
00JI€3Hb CBOIO... HY, @ K HOYM HE CMOIJIa, 3aCTOHAJIA.

— A xouy k Heit!.. [TycTure, naiite MHE B3IJISIHYTh Ha Hee!

Ho ero ne nyckatot. [lapeBHa TOJIBKO YTO HEMHOTO 3aCHYJA, BCIO HOYb
HE CMbIKaja ma3. ABOCbh, 3TOT COH MOJKPEIIUT €€.

[IpuxoauT ofHa CTpaIllHAs MBICIb UMIIEPATOPY: UTO €CJIM OH OOMAaHYT,
YTO €CJIM OHA HE 3aCHYJa, a YMEpJIa yKE, U €ro OTToro He myckart?! 1 on
pBeTCs K Hell B komMHaTy, OcTepMaH €Ba B CHJIaX yJepXkKaTh €ro.

OH yBepseT, UTO OHA TOYHO 3acHyJa. Y BCEX MPUJIBOPHBIX BBITSHYTHI
JuIa; Bce 00ATCS M MOAOMTH K ummeparopy. OAuH TOJIBKO HCHAHCKHIMA
MOCHaHHUK, repuor pAe—Jlupus, mnomgomen wu 3aroBopuin ¢ llerpom
AJlekceeBHYEM.

— Ycnokoitech, Bamie BenndecTBO! ECTh OgHO cpenctBo M e€ro,
HAKOHEll, Telepb UCIPOOOBAIIM, U BOT IIapEBHA 3aCHYIIA.

— Kakoe xe 310 cpencTBo?

— Sl 1aBHO y»€ PEKOMEHJ0BaJ €ro, JaBHO YK€ TOBOPHJI, UTO HAJ0 K
HeMy oOparutbesi. Ecnu Obl TOrma mMeHs mociyianu, He ObuIo OBl 3TOTO.
DTO BEPHOE CPEACTBO: )KEHCKOE MOJIOKO. BOT TOJIBKO UTO BhINMIA LIAPEBHA
Y 3aCHYyJa. YCIIOKOMTECh, rOCynapb, bor macr Bce morpaBuTcs.

— Ax, maii-ro, boxe! Jlaii-tro, boxkxe! — mienuer ummneparop u cpasy
BEpPUT B 11€JICOHOCTh ATOTO HOBOT'O CPEJCTBA, M Cpa3zy HAAEETCs, YTO OHO
HEMPEMEHHO U3JIEYUT EMY MUJIYIO CECTDY.

Ho kak 0wl ee yBuaeTh! AX, Kak JOJITO TSAHYTCSI MUHYThl. Hu 3a 4To
MNPUHATBCA HE MOXET wuMIiepatop. XOAUT OH MO KOMHAaraM, TO



MOTPYKEHHBIH B KaKOE-TO OIICTICHEHHWE, TO HauWHas JIOMaTh PYKU H
00JIMBAasCh ClE3aMHu.

— Ckaxure MHE B Ty )K€ MUHYTY, Kak OHa IpocHercs, paau bora!
HE MOTY TaK OCTaBaThCsl, 5 JOJHKEH €€ BUJECTh. ..

HakoHnen oHa npocHyach, 1 eMy 00 3TOM JTOJIOKHIIH.

Henonro cnana 6emHas mapeBHa, BCETO C oa9aca KaKuX-HUOY/Ib.

[letp, Bapyr mnoOnenHeB, KaKk CMEpPTh, C TEPECOXIIUM TOPJIOM H
IpOXaIMMH PyKaMu, BOILIENI B €€ ONOYMBaJIbHIO. BOT oOHa Ha nmocrenu. Kak
oHa OJyie/iHa, U KaK TOpsIT riasa ee!

OH ToNBKO TEneph, celuac, 3aMEeTUJI Ty CTPAIIHYIO NEpeMEHyY, Kakas
npou3sonia B Hed 3a mocienHee BpeMs. OH Tak 3aHAT ObLT BECh CBOUM
BECEJIbEM, CBOMMHU OXOTaMU W MPHUJBOPHBIMU MHPAMHU, YTO HE CMOTpPEN
INPUCTAJIbHO HAa CECTPy, a OHa JaBHO YyX OoipHa. OHa Tak CTpaIIHO
m3menmwiach. O! Kakoit mypHoii oH Opar, kakod 3ioi Opar! [mybGokoe
OoTYastHuE H300pa3uyioch Ha Jmie ero. OH MPOTSHYJI K CECTpe PYKH,
OecCHIIBbHO ymasl Ha KOJIGHHU TEpe]l €€ MOCTENbI0, 3apblaal HEYACPKUMO U
0e3yMHO, COpsITal JUI0 B €€ O/ICSUIO U JOJITO HE MOT MOJAHSTH IJ1a3 Ha Hee.
EMy ka3zanochb, 4TO BCTPETAT €ro 3TH MUWJIble, POJHBIE IJla3a C HEMBIM
ynpekoM. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, KAK BUHOBAT nepeq Hew. Emy yxe HauMHAIIO
Ka3aThCsl, YTO OH MPSIMO €€ yOouitiia.

— Ilerpyma, ronyOunk! — paccisliliall OH BAPYT Yy CaMOro yxa ee
cia0bId MEnoT M 3apbiaan eme nyme. — IleTpyma, yenokoiics, I'ocnoas ¢
TOOOM, — CHOBa M elie ciabee mporoBopmia mapeBHa. — [locmoTpu Ha

MEHS.

OH B3m1siHYIL, U uTO ke?! Her HEMOro ynpeka B Im1a3ax €e, 1 CMOTPST
OHM Ha HEro ¢ OECKOHEYHOU JIIOOOBBIO, C MPEXKHEH, C IETCTBA MaMITHOM,
CECTPUHOM JIACKOU.

Bor ona mpotdruBaeT €My CBOM NIPO3pauHble, UCXYJABIIUE PYKH U
roBopuT emy:«MuJslil Oparen, nocuau co MHO. /la He miayb, yCroKoucs,
MHE€ JIydllle, MpaBo, Jydie, bor MuinocTus, s BeiznopoBeto. He myun ceos,
HE TO caM eiiie 3a00eenb ! »

O! Kak MoxeT oHa Tenepb 0 HEM JyMaTh! Kak MOXET KTO-HUOYIb O
4eM-HUOy/Ib TymMaTh, Kpome Hee?!

Omna ycrnokauBaet ero, ona Hajgeetcsi. Ho Benb, MoxeT ObITh, OHA cama
ce0s He 3HaeT, HE BUJIUT, a JOCTATOYHO B3IVIIHYTh Ha Hee, YTOOBI MOHSITH,
KaK TIIETHBI TEIEPb BCE HAJICHK/IbI.



«Huuro temepp He cnacer ee!» — IIenyeT cepille MMIleparopa, a
cepale oOMaHyTh He MOXET. UyeT OoHO, uyeT OIM3KyIo pasnyky. Uyer rope
CTpaliHoe, HeoTBpaTuMoe. Ho eMy HYXHO yaepxkKaThCs, HYKHO YTEpPETh
CJIe3bl, HE CMETh PBIJaTh, MMOTOMY YTO 3THM TOJBKO €Ile OOJbIe OH €€
TpeBOXUT, W lleTp HampsiraeT Bce CHIbI CBOHU, YTOOBI YIEp>KaTh
HETOCIYIIHbIE PBIJAHUS, YTOOBI Ka3aThCsI CIOKOMHBIM.

Hukoraa eiie He 3HaN OH, HE TTOHUMAJ, KaK CUJILHO ee Mo0uT. OH He
yMeNl JOPOXKHUTh €10, a BOT TEIephb, KOIJa OHA YJIETAeT, Tenepb BCE CTAJO
MOHSITHO, HO YK€ CIUIIKOM IO3/THO. . .

Benukass kHsbkHa Haranbs  ynbiOanace Opary, cTapaiach €ro
YCIOKOUTH, MOKAa3aTh €My, UTO OHA BOBCE HE TaK OOJIbHA, YTO 3TO TOJIBKO
KaKOW-TO JIOCAJHBIM TPUIAJIOK, KOTOPBIM MPOMAET CKOPO, OHA OMSTh
BCTaHET, U Bce Oy/IeT XOpOIIO, KaK ObIBAJIO MPEXKIIE.

Ona 3a0bpIBajla O CBOCH CJ1a0OCTH, O CBOEH HEBBIHOCMMOM OOIM B
IpyIu U BCe yiblOaiach, paccipaiinBail Opara 0 TOM, XOpOIIO Jid ObLJIO Ha
OXOTE, KaKUX 3BEpeil OHU YOMIIH, YTO JEIalH.

Paccripochl 3Tv HEBBIHOCHUMO TEp3aJId UMIIEPATOPA.

OH moHMMaN, YTO OHa JIeJaeT YCWJIMe HaJ cO0O0l0, YTO OHAa XO4YeT
0oOMaHyTh €ro.

JIuno ee OXMBWIOCH, Ha WIEKaX BCIBIXHYJ pPYyMSHEL, OHa Jaxke
MpUBCTaja C MOJIYIIEK, CeJia Ha KPOBAaTHU U CMEETCHI.

boxe moit! Moxert, eif 1 B3ampaBay JIy4ille; MOXKET ObITh, B3ampaBIy
ATO TOJBKO TaK M NPOUJIET CKOPO!

OH HajgeeTcs, OH YK€ MOYTH BEPUT, OH COBCEM BEPHUT, OH HAYMHAET
ynbi0athes ei. C Hero crnajaeT HEBHIHOCUMO JaBSAINasl €ro TIXKECTh. AX, Kak
XOPOLIO0, aBOCh, BCE ATO TOJBKO COH!

Ho uto xe 310! OHa BCKpHKHYJIAa, OHAa CXBATWJIACh 32 IPyAb 00EUMHU
pyKaMH U, KaK MOJKOIIEHHAas TpaBKa, ymnaja OMNsTh Ha MOJYIIKU, OMSTh
nooJIeTHEeNa U JICKUT HEHOJBHKHO.

Yto xke... uTo ke 310? MMneparop CHOBa phIAAET U B OTYASHUHU.
[TonHbI yx)aca, OEKUT OH OT CECTPHI K cede, 3amupaeTcs U HUKOTO BUCTh
HE XOUYE€T, HUKOTO HE MOKET CJIBIIIATD. ..

Ho Botr on 30Ber MBana Jloaropykoro u roBoput emy, 4ToObl uepes
KOKJbIe TMSATh MHUHYT JIOHOCWIM €My O 3J0pPOBb€ BEIMKON KHSKHBI.
JIONITOpyKHi XOYET BOMTHU K HEMY, YCIIOKOUTH, PAa3TOBOPUTH €ro, HO OH
TOHUT OT ce0s U J[oNropykoro, OH HUKOro TeNepb HE MOKET BUJETh, HUKTO
€My HE HYXEH.



X1V

[Tpouwuio enie HECKOIBKO JTHEN. Benkast KHsIKHA BCE JICKUT B ITOCTEIN
U TI0 HECKOJIbKY pa3 B JIEHb IbET >KeHCKoe MoJIoko. Eif kak Oyaro cHavana
CTaJI0O HEMHOTO Jyuuie. MMneparop noutn He oTxoauT oT Hee. Korga oHa
3aChIIAET, OH M0 LEJIbIM YacaM NPUCITYIIUBAETCS K €€ Ibixannto. Koraga oHa
MPOCHINAETCS, OH JIOBUT KaXIbl €€ B3IVIAN, Kaxjoe ee ciioBo. OH He
BBIITYCKAE€T M3 pPyK CBOMX €€ ciaboi xoyonHoW pyku. Temepp oHa
MOBTOPSIET, YTO €U JIyYIlle ropa3fo: OHAa MOXET YXE€ CHUJETh Ha MOCTENH,
MOXXET CIIyCTUTh HOTH Ha IOJI.

OHa [OpoCUT €ro YCHOKOWTBCS, 3aHSAThCA JEJIAaMU WA OTJOXHYTb
HEMHOT0, TOBECEJINTHCH.

Hasnauen 6an y rpada bparucnaBa, aBCTpUIICKOTO TTOCTaHHUKA.

Haranes ynpammBaeT OpaTa, 4ToObl OH HEIPEMEHHO TyJ1a IToexall.

E#i ropazgo nyume. OHa Tak BOJIHYETCS, €M0 yroBapuBasi, 4To paju €€
CIIOKOMCTBHSI OH pemaercsa exarb. Ero compoBoXaaeT IpHUHIIECca
Enuzasera. Ho Ttenepr oH He oOpalllaeT Ha HEE HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHUS, OH
y>K€ HA K KOMY €€ HE PEBHYET, €My HET JI0 Hee HUKakoro jena. OH Bech,
BCELIEJIO, OTAAJICS CECTPE, JYMAET TOJIBKO O HEU, )KUBET TOJIBKO €IO.

ban mHoromtoneH um pockomieH. [IpumiamieHHBIX LENble TONMNBI, U
MEK]Iy HUMH TOJIBKO M Pa3roBOpOB, UTO O 00JIbHOM mpuHIIecce. Bcem sicHO,
YTO OHA OYEHb IUJIOXa, BPsAJ JM momnpaBuTcs. Yto y Hee 3a 0Oo0se3HB?
JlokTOpa TrOBOPSIT, UTO JIETKUE MOPTATCS, YaxoTka. Ho Benukasi KHsKHA B
MOCJICIHUMA TOJI TOYTH COBCEM HE Kaluuisuia. YTO-TO OYE€Hb CTPAHHO.
OcoOEHHO MHOCTpPAHHbBIC PE3UACHTHI MOAO3PUTEIBHO WMIEMYYTCs 00 ATOM
oone3nu. I'epuor ne—Jlupus mpsiMmo ckazan OcTepMmaHy, 4TO MOJ03PEBAECT
TYyT HE Xy[0€ COCTOSHHUE JIETKHX, a BEPOJIOMCTBO KaKOTO-HHUOYIh TAWHOTO
Bpara, KOTOPBIA 3aX0TeJ MOTryOUTh BENMUKYIO0 KHSKHY. HO KTO 3TOT TaiHbBIH
Bpar, HU repuor ae—Jlupus, au 6apon Anzapei MBanoBuu npuay marth He
MoryT. OctepMaH, eHCTBUTENIBHO, 03a004eH U neyasien. OH Bceraa JIroou
BEJIUKYIO KHDKHY Hatanwlo, Bcerma ObUT ee MCKpeHHUM Jipyrom. K Tomy ke
€€ CMEPTh JIOJKHA OYEHBb MOBPEAUTH MHOTHM €T0 Cepbe3HbIM I1aHaMm. Kak
OBl TOJILKO y3HATh €MY BEPOJIOMHOIO Bpara, €Ciid Takoi CylIeCTBYyET, HO OH
HE MOXET y3HaTh €r0 U KOHYAET TEM, YTO HE COMIAIIAETCS C TEPLIOrOM JIe—



Jlupus. LlapeBHa Bcernma Obuta €1abOro 370pOBbA M YK€ TPU TO/la TOMY
Ha3aJl CUJIBHO aJIOBAJIACh HA TPY/lb 1 MHOTO KalllIsIa.

«Bor m mmanel Hamwm HacdyeT wuHpaHta Jlon—Kapnoca mnpaxom
pacceInarorcaly — TmedallbHO 3aMedaeT repuor ae—J/lupus, orxoms ot
OcrepMmana.

Nmnieparop HE TaHIyET: HE BJIEUET €r0 HUKAKOE BECEJIbE, OH TO U JEJI0
IOChUIAET TOHIIA BO JBOPELl y3HATh, UTO C BEJMUKOM KHsKHOM. M BOT B
Havasie emie Oama, B 10 4dacy, ToHell JTOHOCUT €MY, YTO BEJIMKOU KHSDKHE
OMSITh XYK€, U UMIIEPATOP, JaXKe HE MPOCTICh C XO3IMHOM, ye3kKaeT ¢ Oana,
CIELIUT K CECTPE U 3aCTAET €€ OMSTh C TOpsIIUMU IIa3aMH, C XOJIOAHBIM
MIOTOM Ha JIOY, C BBIPQXKEHUEM MYKH Ha OJICTHOM JIMIIE.

OH ocTaercs y €€ MOCTENIM, OH PEIIUJICA TaK MPOBECTH BCIO HOYb, HE
OTXOZII OT HEe, HO, W3MYYCHHBIH, YTOMJICHHBIM OJITOM OCCCOHHMIIEH,
HE3aMETHO 3achinaeT B kpecie. OHa NMPUCTYIIMBAETCS: OH CIUT TIIYOOKO,
OHa BEJIUT JACKYpPHOU (DpEHSIMHE YIAIUTHCS U OCTACTCS OFHA, C YCHYBIIIUM
Oparom.

KanHo, HE OTPBIBAsICh, TVISUT OHA HA HErO, TOYHO XOUET HAIIISIEThCS
JI0ChITAa U HUKaK He MoxeT. [lo BpemeHaM 00Jib B TPy TaK HEBHIHOCUMA,
YTO OHA HANpPSAraeT BCE CBOM IOCJICAHUE CHJIbI, YTOOBI HE CTOHATh, YTOOBI
STUMH CTOHaMHU HE pa3OyauTh ero. OHa yke 3HACT, YTO €M He MOTHATHCS,
3HAET, YTO TMPHUIILIN IOCICIHUE JTHH, a MOXKET OBITh, 9achl, MOXKET OBITb,
MHUHYTHI. Jla, OHa yMHUpaeT, U HUYTO, HUKAKHUE YEJTOBEUECCKUE CHUJIbI HE
cracyT ee. OHa yMUpAET TaK Y»KaCHO paHO, U TaK HE XOUETCA €l yMUparh,
TaK aJKO PacCTaBaThCsl C KU3HBIO. XOTsI Obl HEMHOTO €III€ TOXKUTh; BEIb
€IIe COBCEM IOYTU YTO M HE KHUJIa OHA, TOJbKO MPUTOTOBISIACH K KU3HHU.
Bce 6bu10 eliie Briepeau; Tak HEJABHO Ka3ajloCh, YTO BPEMEHHM TaK MHOTO,
YTO YW KOHIIA €My HEeT. A BOT KOHYAETCsl, KOHYAETCS KU3Hb, YXOJUT — U
HHUYEM He ynepkarh ee. CTpaliHo, TSKKO!

Crnesnl OeryT mo miekam OemHoM 1apeBHbI. UTo e 6e3 Hee Oymet, 4To
oynet ¢ 6parom? OH OyneT Tak OrOpUYeH, €ro okujaaet takoe rope! Ho Her,
HEe TO, HEe TO... OH MOJOJ, JIETKOMBICJICH, 3a0y/lIeT €€ CKOpO, IOIIayeT,
noTockyeT u 3a0yneT. A motom uto xe? Ilorom cHoBa sButTcs Jluza,
3aMeHUT ee MecTo. [loropykue coBceMm 3a0epyT €ro B CBOKO BiacTh; MBan
BKOHEII €T0 UCIIOPTUT, IIPUYUYUT KO BceMy nypHomy. boxe moii! Tloxamyi,
AT €IIE MPUYYUT €ro!..

«Ha xoro ke s ocCTaBiwo, KOMy MOpy4yy €ro!» — JIOMaeT pyKu
HecyacTHas napeBHa. M sicHO, y’KacHO SICHO MOHUMAET OHA, YTO HE Ha KOTo



€ro OCTaBUTh, HEKOMY MOpy4YuTh. Hu ojHOTrO OJIM3KOro, HU OJHOTO
moobsiniero yenoseka! bapon Annpeit MBanoBuu? Ho gaBHO yxke XOpoIllo
noHsuia Hatanes, uro 6apon Aujpeit FMIBaHOBUY HE OIUIOT U HE 3al[UTa; OH
TOOWT MX, HICTUHHO JIIOOHT, HO BCE XK€ ceOsl MoOUT ropa3no Oomnbine. Hu ot
4ero JypHOTO HE OCTEpPEeKeT OH Opara, Ja eciim Obl M Hamien B cebe CHITBI
OCTepeyb, TO HEHAA0JTO0, He OyneT ciymarbes ero [lerpyma, a {onropykue
CKOpPO TaK YCTPOST, 4TO coBceM yaanatr Auzapest MiBanoBuua, u Oyzer eiie
TEM XyXe. Y>KaCHbIE MBbICIIH!

«3aueM cyap0a Tak HEMHJIOCTHBA, 3a4€M Mbl POAMIIMCH B LIAPCKOM
cemerictee?! bputn Obl mpocTeie roau U 0bUT0 ObI yunie!» — u Haranps
MPOKJIMHACT OJIECK BEJIWYMSs, C JIETCTBA WX OKpyxaromuil. Ho k uemy
npokinuHate! Tak yrogHo bory. CoBepiieHHO oOeccuiieHHasi, OHa
MepecTaeT COBCEM JIyMarh; KAKOW-TO TMOJIYCOH, KAKOE-TO TUXO€ 3a0bIThe Ha
HEE HAXOJIMT; BCE MPEAMETHI CIMBAIOTCS NEPE] INIa3aMu; OHA YK€ HE BUIUT
Opara, HWUYEro HE BUAUT; €l HAYMHAET Ka3aThCsS YTO-TO CTPAHHOE,
HeonpeeJIeHHoe, OecTsIee.

Bot ona netuT Kyma-to, OBICTPO JIETHT, HECET €€ BeTep, JETUT OHA U
IPUJIETAET B KAKyIO-TO JWBHYIO CTPAHY, I/I€ BCE CBETJIO U SICHO, IJI€ BEUHOE
neto... ['omyboe mope mremiercs o O6eper, a Ha Oepery pacTyT IeJible POIIn
TYIIUCTBIX JIAMOHOB, TI0 BETKaM MOPXAOT NECTPHIE MTULBI U MOKOT YyIHbIC
necHu. Jlaneko 3a QymMCTBIMUA pouiaMu BuAeH Oosbinoil ropoa. [lapesna
JIETUT K 3TOMY TOPOAY, JETUT HAJ €r0 CBEPKAIOIIMMH HAa COJHLE YJWIIAMM,
BireTraer B caa. Kpyrom xypuyaT QOHTaHbBI, C JEpPEBBEB OT JIETKOTO
IYHOBEHHS BETpa OMAJAIOT COTHH OJECTANIMX OEJIbIX IBETOB, YCBIMAOT
NOPOXKKHU. Briepenu BUAHEETCS pOCKOIIHOE 34aHUE, MPAMOPHBIE CTYIICHH, a
no Ookam Oenblie cratyn. M BOT ¢ 3TOM IMIMPOKOM MPaMOPHOU JIECTHHIIBI
HaBCTPEUy LIAPEBHE CHEHIUT NpekpacHbid roHoma. O! Kak oH xopoi, kak
Yy/IHO XOPOII OH, Jlaxke mpekpacHee Opara! OH Oeper ee 3a pyKy, U BMECTE C
HUM HMJET OHA IO IIHUPOKUM AJUIEsIM, U MPAMOPHBIE CTATyd KHUBAIOT €U
rOJIOBAMU, U JYUIMCTBIE IEPEBbsSI CKIOHSIOT HAJl HEM CBOU BETKH, U MTHIIbI
MOIOT €¥, U CTpyilku (OHTAHOB KypyaT €d cBou mpuBeThl. HeoObsiTHOE,
IVMBHOE CYACTHE HAIOJHACT €W AYIIYy; NPEKPACHbIA IOHOILIA HICMYET €u
cnaakue peuu. OHa He MOHUMAET CJIOB €ro, HO Jyllia U CEpALle TOHUMAIOT
MX 3HAQUECHHUE, U CaMa OHAa €My OTBEYAaEeT UM TOBOPHUT, HE CIIOBAMU F'OBOPHT, a
BOCXUIIIEHHOW cBoeil nymioro. M monra mx Oecenma, M HE 3amMedaroT OHHU
BpemeHu. Cryckaercs HaJ HUMH THUXUH Bedep, U €IIE MpPeKpacHee



CTAaHOBUTCSI TMPUPOJA, €IIE BEIUKOJICIHEE KAXKETCS O3apCHHBIN JTydaMu
3aKara BEJIMYaBbIi 3aMOK, €lIe CJIallle MIenoT (POHTAHOB. ..

«lon—Kapnoc!» — menuer mnapeBHa. — «Jlon—Kapnoc!» —
MOBTOPSIET OHA, YK€ OYHYBIIMCHh OT cBoux rpe3. — «Jlon—Kapnoc!«Ona
ISAUT Kpyrom cebs. Tuxo B ee omoumBaibHE; OpaT KPEMKO CIHT, TOJI0Ba
€ro CKJIOHWJIACh HA IPYyAb, U OH POBHO JBILIUT.

«lon—Kapnoc!«llapeBHa BBIHUMAET W3-MIOA MOAYIIKA MAJICHbKUI
MeJanboH, IIISIUT Ha HETO, U PaJ0CTHAs, OJaKeHHAas yJIbIOKa BUIHEETCS Ha
ry0ax ee, W yXe HasiBy, B IOJJHOM CO3HAHMM HAUYMHAET MEYTaTh OHAa O
JaJeKol, HUKOTAa HE BUJAHHOM, BOJIIEOHOW CTpaHe, MPO KOTOPYHO Tak
XOpOIIO paccka3bIBaeT repuor nae—Jlupus, mpo aanekoro, IMPEKpaCHOTro
MPUHIIA, KOTOPBIA MOT CJIeNaThCs OJU3KUM M MOT IPUHECTH €l cuacTue...
N oH yXe MPUHOCHUII HE Pa3 €U €ro, MPUHOCUII B IEBUYECKHUX TPe3ax. 3a4yeM
K€ BCE ATO MPOXOJUT HEBO3BPATHO, M 3a4eM HeCyan0a COBITHCS ITOMY
cuacturo! 3auem ymupars Tak pano! O, boxe, 3a uro?

J{pyrue MbICIIM NPUXOIAT B TOJIOBY LIAPEBHBI. EMl BCIOMUHAKOTCS TO/IbI
neTcTBa. BcmoMmuHaeTcs Tpo3HBIM 00pa3 IMOKOWHOIO Jiefa, MpeKpacHoe
muio 6a0ymiku Exarepunsbi. [lotoM Xouercs e 3amissHyTh €lie Jajblie, U
HAYMHAET BCIIOMUHATHCSI COBCEM 103a0bIThIN, HEXKHBIN 00pa3, CKIOHEHHbBIN
HaJ Hero. JTo 00pa3 ee marepu, nmpuHueccsl lapnorTel. Bece onn ymepnu,
BCEX UX HET, U MBI TAKXKE YMPEM, YMPEM CKOPO, BCE YMPEM. ..

«boxe! [la o yeM ke a1 nymaro! S ymuparo, ymMuparo, a OH BEJlb JKHB,
OH ocraeTrca. YTo ke MHE IOKa3aJioCh, YTO U OH TOxe ymupaer?!«OnHa
JISLAUT Ha OpaTa v HE MOXKET OTBA3AThCSl OT KAKOTO-TO CTPAIITHOTO YyBCTBA,
3aI1aBIIETO €1 BIPYT B CEPALIE.

Bce kaxercs eil, 4Tro He onHa oHa ymupaer.«lla, oH ymper! —
HAKOHEI[ pPEelaeT OHa, — YMpPET, U 3TO XOPOILIO, ATO JIy4lle; MyCTh OH
YMpET, IMMyCTh UJET Bcied 3a MHOKW! TaM, B TOM MUpE, MBI CHOBa Bce Oyiem
BMECTE. .. BCE KOTO JIFOOJIIO 5... Bce Mbl codepemcs. Jla, mycTh OH YMpET, OH
IOJDKEH YMEPETh, 3TO €r0 cyacThe. lTenepb OH YMPET €II€ YECTHBIM, HE
3arpsi3HEHHBIM, JOOpPHIM M OJIaropoaHbIM, a KMB OCTAHETCS, YTO W3 HETO
CHENaroT, YeM OH KoHYuT? Het, mycTh yMpeT, MyCTh UAET 3a MHOIO!..»
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B Houb Ha 22 HOsI0psl COBCEM cTallo MJIOXO BENUKOM KHsbkHE Haranbe.
Heckosbko 4acoB cpsily OHa MeTajJach Ha MOCTeNu W croHana. FOHbIN
MMIIEPATOP HE MOT CIIBIIIATh 3TUX CTOHOB: OHM pa3pbIBalid €My CEpAIIE, U B
TO K€ BPEMS OH XaJHO K HUM IPUCITYIIUBAJICS, JOBUJ KaXKJbIi 3BYK U HE
OTXOJUJ OT cecTpbl. HakoHel] OoHa HECKOJbKO YCIOKOWJIACh, XOTS 3TO
CIIOKOWCTBHE HE MpeABelIaio Hu4yero gooOporo. Ee nuilo oxoHuYaTenbHO
M3MEHUJIOCh M BCSKHUM, B3IVIIHYB Ha HEE, SICHO BUJEJ, YTO OHA YMHPAET.
Ona Besnena mo3Barh K cede O0apoHa Octepmana u 1ecapeBHy Enumzasery.
O6a oHM ObLITM BCE BpeMs B COCEHENH KOMHATE U HEMEJJICHHO SIBUJIUCH HA
30B €€.

— IIpommaiite, — cnokoiHO cka3zana uMm Haranbsi, — npouaiire!

[Ipu 3TOM CTpalIHOM CIIOBE pa3IUpaONIUi Aylly KPUK BBIPBAJICS W3
Tpyau UMIIepaTopa, ¥ OH MOUTH 03 YyBCTB yHaji B KPECo.

— Harama! — omnomMHuBIINCH, OpOCHUIICS OH K €€ MOCTeIH. —
Harama, yto ThI cka3zana! 3aueM Thl MPOIIACIILCA?

— Ilpomait, MO ToNyOUMK, — THUXO OTBETHJIA OHA, — TEMNepb BCE
KOHYEHO, 51 yMHUpaIo. ..

— Harama! — ctonan u metaics umneparop. — I9To Henpasaa! Ito
HE MOXeT ObITh! Thl BBI3IOpPOBEEIIH, Thl OCTAHEUILCS KUBA. 3aYEM Thl MEHS
MYYHILb?

Ho oHa yx He Moria Tenepb CKpbIBaThCs, Aa U HE XOTEIa ITOTO.

— JIuza, — oOparunachk OHa K II€CapeBHE, — €CIi i B 4eM Oblia
BUHOBATa mepea TOOOK, MPOCTH MEHs, — 5 TeOs O4YeHb JIFoOWsIa, BCEM
cepareM Jroouna.

[lecapeBHa HUYEro HE OTBEYAsa U Ilakalia, CKIOHUBIIMCH HaJl HEH.

— Tonbko 0JTHO y MEHsI ObLIO MPOTUB TEOs: s Oos1ach 3a Opara. JIuza,
BOT 5l yMUPAIO U MEpeJ] CMEPThIO Mpoly TeOst ObITh €ro JIPyrom, IpyromM u
POJIHOIO, HO HUKOT/Ia HE COMIAIIAThCSl BBIUTH 32 HETO 3aMYXK.

— Harama, rony6unk Mo, — BCXJIUIIBIBas, menHyiaa EnnzaBera, —
3a4eM ThI Tak 000 MHe aymaenib?! Cripocu ero, OH TeOe CKaXKET, UTOo 5 eMy
BCEr/la OTBEYalia, KOrja 3aroBapuBaj OH ¢O MHOIO 00 3ToM. Thl AypHO 000
MHE naymaia, Harama: s HUKOrJa HE MOTY OBITh JJIS HETO HUYEM, KPOME
Jpyra U poJICTBEHHHUIIBI.

— Teneps s Bepro Tebe, JIuza, Bepro, u crnokoiHa. [Ipomial, nomenyi
MEHsI, HE BCIIOMHUHAaN 000 MHE TYPHO...

[lecapeBHa HEXHO OOHsUIA YMHUPABIIYIO U TOPBKO 3aruiakala.



— Ilogoniaure ko MHe, AHaped MBaHbIY, — ONSATH €1Ba CIBIIIHO
3arosopuia Haranbs, — nononaure ko MHe, Ipyr moil. He ocrassre ero,
HE YXOJIUTE€ OT HEro, yMOJISIIO Bac, MOXKAJIEUTE ero, He JalTe €ro Bparawm,
BeJIb BBl CAMHU BHJIUTE, YTO UIIYT TOJHKO €ro Morubdenu, He OCTaBbTe ero! —
OHa enBa HalllIa CHIIY MOAHSTH CBOIO PYKY M MPOTAHYTh €e Octepmany. OH
MOJTYA IUIAKAJ U TOKPBIBAJI 3TY XOJIOAECBIIYIO PYKY MOLETYSIMHU.

— Ilerpyma, ronyOouuk MOH, HEHATISAHBIN, — oOpaTtuiaack Hatanes
Opaty, — Kak MHOTo Xxotejna 0 s ckazaTh Tebe, 1a cuil HeT. He neuanbes 060
MHe, [leTpyma! BoT HegaBHO st M cama TOCKOBajla, yMUpPaTh HE XOTE JIOCh, a
Ternepb, MpaBO, BUXKY, YTO TaK JIydlle, TaMm Jydiie Oyaer, HaBepHoe!
[lerpyma, Tonbko Tenepb 00 omHOM Tebe s aymaro. [lokisiHuch MHe, nait
MHE CJIOBO, YTO MCIOJIHUIIIb MO0 MOCIIETHIOI0 MPOCHOY. ..

[letp xoTen rOBOpUTh, HO HE MOTI: pblAaHbi AYIIWJIHM €0 U OH
OecCHIbHO JIBUTall TyOaMU U HE TPOU3HOCHUII HU OHOTO CIIOBA.

— Ilerpyma, cnymaii MeHs, oOemaii MHe... MOJ TeOs...
00pa3yMbCs, BCIOMHH, YTO Thl rocyaapb. OcTaBb 3TH BEUHBIC BECEJIbs, HE
3a0bIBail ey, ObiBaii B CoBeTe, a IIaBHOE... IMIaBHOE, celyac, KaKk MCHS
noxoponute, yezxad B IlerepOypr, B IlerepOypr... Bor Mol mocnennuit
3aBeT Tebe, MOsl MOCHeAHssl TPoch0a, Moe Moclie/Hee ciioBo, B [letepOypr,
ckopeii!.. MHade u Tb1 coBceM moru0, u norudia Poccusa. Obemaenb i ThI
MHE 3TO, 0OeIIacb Jim?

— Ja! — exnBa capiiHo BbiroBopuil IleTp, ynagas Ha KOJIEHUM Tepen
cectpoil. OHa MOJIOkKKUJIA CBOU PYKH Ha €ro rojoBy M 3amojyaia. TuiimHa
BOIIApUJIaCh B KOMHATE, TOJBKO PhIJaHUs TPUCYTCTBOBABIIUX 10 BpEMEHaM
ee Hapywauu. [Iponuio Heckoinbko MUHYT. Bapyr Haranbs npunonssiiace,
ycTpemuia OrnecTsaue Iva3a CBOM B IPOCTPAHCTBO Niepen co0ow U
3aroBOpuiia YTO-TO CKOPO, CKOPO, U HUKTO HE MOT IMOHSTH CJIOB €€: OHA YK
MoTepsiyia CO3HaHWE, OHA Opeausia. 3a TOCJIEIHEH BCIBIIIKOW YHEPruu
HACTymwIO mojHoe Oeccunue. OHA CHOBA ymaja Ha MOMYIIKY M OCTalach
HEMOJBIKHA; €€ TyObl BCE UTO-TO MIENTajdd, HO HE OBUIO 3BYKOB.
Nmmepatop apoxan Bcem TesoM. EMy cTpaiiHo ObUTO IsAeTh Ha CECTPY, U
B TO K€ BPEMsI OH HE MOT OT HEe OTOpBarhbCs. Ero masa Tak v TSHYJO K HEl,
TaK ¥ IMIPUKOBBIBAJIO.

bapon Ocrtepman u EnuzaBera, B cie3ax, TOXE €/IBa BBIHOCHIHU
3peJville 3TOM aroHuW. YMupaBlilias TO cjJa00 CTOHaja, TO 3arhxajia Ha
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, TO BIPYT OISITh HOPHIBAJIACH MPUIIOJHATHCS U HE MOTJIA,
TO HAaYyWMHAaJIa TOBOPUTH YTO-TO Opary, moa3biBajia k cede OcrtepmaHa, TO



3a0bIBajia X BCEX, BO3BpAILAJIaCh B KAKOM-TO MHON MUP, OTKPHIBABIIMICS
nepen Hel. A Bpems IUIO: ObLI yXe MAThIM yac, Npulnmxanoch yrpo. Bot
Haranps ycnokomnace. Ee mopsIBUCTOE JbIXaHUE cTano poBHee. OHa emnie
pa3 oOpaTtuiack K OpaTy U ckaszajia eMy Cl1a0bIM IIETIOTOM:

— llerpyma, He miayb, s 3HAKO, Mbl paccTaemMcsi HEHaAoJro. Mel
CBUJUMCSI CKOPO, CKOPO... 10 CBUJAHUsA! ..

Omna cnabo mpunogHsIa pyKy U TYT K€ €€ OIyCTuja U B3aporuyna. Ee
r1a3a OCTaHOBWIKCH. [leTp HaKIIOHWIICS K Hel Onvke, OXBaTUII €€ TOJIOBY U
BAPYT OTIIATHYJICS C UCKa3UBIIMMCS JINIIOM, B CTPAIIIHOM YKace.

— VYMmepna, — KpPUKHYI OH, — yMepia! — W, 3allaTaBlIUCh, 0e3
YyBCTB yIIaJI HA MOJ.

B 3Ty MuHyTy ABEpbh B KOMHATYy OTBOPHJIACH M HA MOPOre MOKA3aJIACh
HeOompIas coroeHHas ¢urypa B uepHoMm. OHa OBICTpO TOTIIsIEeNIa Ha BCEX,
yBHJI€JIa UMIIeparopa Ha mnoiy, a Hajg HuUM Octepmana u Enuzasery,
MOAOIIIA K KPOBAaTu LAPEBHBI, TOTPOHYJIACh PYKOK 10 €€ HEIOJABUXKHOIO,
XOJIOZIEBILIETO JMIA, ONYyCTUJIACh HA KOJIEHUW M cTaja MoJuThed. IIponuno
HECKOJIKO MUHYT, npexae yem OcTepMaH M LiecapeBHa OOpaTHIM Ha Hee
BHUMaHue. OHa Bce CTOsIa M MOJIJIACh. THUXUE CIIE3bl Kalajiu U3 €€ a3 u
[aJaJii Ha MepTBbIE, XojaoaHble pyku Haransu. Ho BOT OHa monmHsnach ¢
KOJIEH, OHa B3DIsiHylda Ha OcrtepmanHa u EnuzaBety. 31002 U HEHaBUCTH
OJIECHYJIM B IUIa3ax €€ U CKPUBUJIUCH OJieJIHbIe CTapuecKue ryosl... Kpemnko
yOUpasCh OAHOIO PYKOIO Ha MOCOX, OHA BHITSHYJA Mepes co00r0, Kak Oynro
BCEX OT Cce0s1 OTCTpaHsIS.

— W x ymupawuied He TMO03BaJiM, MEPTBYKO YK 3actaimal —
nporoopuia crapas napuua Epnokuss @enopoBHa U MENJIEHHO BBIIUIA U3
KOMHATBI.

Ha npyroe ytpo ycommiass napeBHa yx Jexana B rpoOy. Hapon
NOMYCKaJICAd TOKJIOHUTHCS €€ Telly. Benukuil Iwiad CcTosyl B TpaypHOU
koMHare. Ilmakanyu mnodtw BCE, KTO HU NPUXOAWI CHOAA, U IUIAKAIU
HEMIPUTBOPHO, HE IO OJHOMY 3aBEJECHHOMY OOBIUAI0 TUTAKaTh Haj
NOKOMHUKOM: BCE JIIOOMJIM YCOIUIYI0 I[apeBHY, BCe XKajeiu 00 ee
0€3BpEMEHHON CMEPTH, B OJUH TOJIOC TBEPIUIM, YTO aHTell BO ITUIOTH ObLTa
napeBHa. HUKTO JypHOro cioBa OT Hee HE CIBIXMBaJ, CO BCEMHU ObIBaJa
JIACKOBA, BCEX Jlapuiia MPUBETOM U YIBIOKOIO.

«Kak 1BeTodex IpeKpacHbIM CUsja OHAa Ha COJIHBIIIKE M 3aBsUIa Kak
I[BETOYEK», — TaK TOBOPUJIM MOCKOBCKHE XUTeNU. Jla u peun OIumKHUX
MPUJIBOPHBIX M CAHOBHUKOB Maj0 YeM OTIMYAIIUCh OT peuer 3Tux. Bee, kak



€CTh BCe, ayiesd napeBHy. OcTepMaH C KEHOI COBCEM ObLIM HEYTEIIHBI,
BECh JICHb HaB3PhIJl IU1aKaIu; liecapeBHa EnnzaBera Toxxe He ocylliana 1ias.
OO0 umriepaTope U TOBOPUTH HEUETO, OH BECh JICHb METAJICSI B CTPAIIIHOM
OTYasiHUM, HE 3aCHYJ HM HA MUHYTY, MAaKOBOM POCHUHKH Y HEro BO PTY HE
ObLJI0O, HUYEM HEINb3sl OBLIO €ro YCIOKOWTh. B OINMH NI€Hb OH CTpaIrHo
M3MEHUJICA: BCE JIMIIO OT TOPbKHUX CIIE€3 OIyXJO, JPOKaJl OH BCEM TEJIOM,
WHOTAA Jaxke OopMoTan HecBa3Hble ¢pa3bl. Ero enBa yBenu M3 KOMHATHI
yMepIIeld CeCcTpbl, HO OH 4acTo Tyda Bo3Bpamaics. [lpuaer, B3MIsSHET B
JIUIIO €€ M C JIUKUM KPUKOM M PBIAAHBSIMHU OMSATh OCKHUT MPOYb, U OMSThH
BO3BPAIAETCsl, U OIMATh KPUUUT U IUIAYET — MPOCTO HE 3HAJU, YTO C HUM
JieNarh.

Beuepowm, korja yxxe nepecrajiv myckaTh HapoJ BO JABOPEI], 1 KOMHATAa,
IJe CTOsUT TpoO, coBceM omycrtena. [leTp cHOBa mopomien K Teay CeCTPHI.
Bce Obuio THXO, TONBKO MEpPHO pa3gaBajoCh YTEHUE TCAITHPSA Haj
nokoiHuieil. OHa Jexana Bcs B OelOM, HAMOJIOBUHY MPUKPHITAS
JparoleHHou mapyero. mmeparop cMOTpesl Ha Hee W YK He IJIakall: OH,
Ka)XeTCsl, BBIIUIAKAJI BCE CBOM cie3bl. OH HE METAJICs, HE KpUYaj, HO eIle
0ojee CTpallHBIM Ka3ajicd B ATOW mpuTuxiied ckopbu. OH midnen Ha
CECTpPy COBCEM MOYTH OE€3yMHBIMHU, MOMYTUBIIUMHUCS Tazamu. Emie Tak
HEJaBHO OHA MOIJIa B3IISIHYTh HA HETO, MOIJA €My YIBIOarbCsi, U BOT
HETOABWKHA, 1a3a ee 3akpbIThl. O! Kak oHa M3MEHMIIACh, KaK Xylla OHa,
KakK Mpo3payvHa, Toyiyoble KWJIKH BUIHBI, HO TUXO M CIIOKOWHO juio ee. OH
BCE CMOTPHUT, U BOT €My Ka)X€TCs, YTO OHA HAYMHAET THXO YibiOarhcs. Ho
Her! Het, sTa ynpiOka HEMOJBHMI)KHA, C 3TOM YJBIOKOW OHA 3acHyla, 3Ta
yJbIOKa ocTajgach Ha juie ee. M BCOOMHMIOCH €My, Kak, yMHpas, B
MOCJIEHIOI0 MUHYTY OHa IIENHYJA, 4TO pa3jyKa MX HEHAJOJro, 4YTO OH
ckopo Oyzet ¢ Hero.«O, Korja Obl... — AyMaeT UMIIepaTop. — 3a4yeM MHE
#uTh? He xouy! Huuero mHe He Hajo0, TOJIbKO Obl ¢ Herwo...«M omsiTh
CTpAIIIHO €My CTaHOBHTCS, U OMSATh OH BUHUT Ce0sl B €€ CMEPTH: OH TaK €e
MyYuJ CBOMM JIypHBIM [OBEJEHbEM, OHA TaK 3a HEro cTpajaia, Tak
IJIaKaJla, OH BCEMY BMHOK. Benp BOT emnie HEAaBHO MPOCUIIa OHA €ro He
exaTb Ha OXOTy, OCTaThbCcd B MOCKBe, 3aHSATHCS JieJlaMH, aKKypaTHO
nocemarb coopanusi BepxoBnoro CoBeTa, U OH Jaxke oOemai eil, Ho He
WCIIOJHUJI CBOETo OOEIIaHus, Ha JIPYroi K€ JIeHb MOeXall Ha OXOTY U He
BUJEN ee ABe Heaenu. boxke! /a pa3Be BO3MOXKHO 3TO, OH, TOUHO, MU3BEPT
kakoi Obu1 ¢ Hero!.. Ecam 6 BO3MOXHO OBLIO BEpHYTh, OT BCETO OBI



OTKa3aJiCsI OH, TOJIBKO OBl OBITH C HEKO, TOJLKO OBl CIBIIATHL €€ TOoJIoC,
TOJIBKO ObI BUJIETh €€ YJIBIOKY...

— Haramra, noporas, ImeBelbHUCh, OYHHCH, CKa)XHU CJIOBO, BCE s
TeOs1 OymeT, Bce s Opomry! Kaxayro MUHYTOUKY Oymy CIpaliuBarh, Y€TO ThI
X04Yellb, U Oyly TOJIBKO TO JeJIaTh, YTO ThI MOCOBETyelb. Haramiennka,
ronyOunk moi! Ho oHa He CIBIIUT, OHA HE CIIBIIINT!

Ona mpocuiia ero, ymupas, nogymarb o ce0e, HauaTb HOBYIO YKH3Hb.
[locnennee cioBo ee ObUIO, YTOOBI OH yexal W3 MOCKBBI OIATh B
[TerepOypr. On oGemian eil. OH yener... Jla U pa3Be MOXHO TeNeph
ocTaBaTthCcsi B MOCKBe, pa3Be OyJeT OH B COCTOSIHUM BHUJETh 3TOT TOPO/I,
BHJIETh OTOT JOM, Ime Onuia oHa, W rme ee Oompme HeT. Koneuno, oH
yeneT... OH coBceM M3MEHUTCA, €ro He y3HaroT. [lycTh oHa oTTyna, ¢ Heba,
IJISIIAT HA HETO M OCTAHETCS MM JIOBOJbHA. [IyCcTh OHA IPOCTHUT €T0, MyCTh
TOJIbKO TIpocTuT! Jla, OH HCIOJHHUT BCE €€ MPOChOBI, BCE €€ KEIaHUS U
MOTOM OyZeT »JaTh, KOTJla HACTYIUT CBHUJAAHUE, KOTJAa HCIOJHUTCS €€
oOelllaHue, Korja OH YHJIET 3a HEIO U K HEeH. ..

ITocne T1OXOPOH BEIMKOW KHSDKHBI MMIIEpATop mepeexanl B
KpemyieBCKuiM nBopell. OH HEe MOI OCTaBaThbCi B TOM JIOME, IJI€ BCE
HallOMUHAJIO €My CTpallHyr yTpary. Ho BMmecTte ¢ HUM He mepeexana
necapeBHa Enmnzasera.

XVI

A Tam, 1aneko, 3a ThICAYU BEPCT OT MOCKBBI, 3a THICAYH BEPCT OT BCEX
BOJIHEHMM MOCKOBCKHMX, THUIIHWHA BEJHKasg CTOsUIa HaJ HEOOJBIINM
ocTpoBoM, obOpaszyemom pekamu CocBoio u Borynkoro. Kpyrom crpana
JUKas: TOphl Ha COTHHU BEPCT TAHYTCS, Jieca OeckoHeuHble. Ha octpoBe
ropoaok — bepe3os.

VY camoro Oepera CocBbl, Il €lle HEIaBHO IyCThIPb ObLI, BBIPOC
BJIPYT MaJE€HbKHUI JOMHUK B YEThIPE KOMHATHI U C YACOBEHKOW. [JOMUK 3TOT
MOCTPOWJI MOYTH BECh CBOMMH PYKaMHU CBETJICUINNNA KHA3b AJIEKCAHIp
JlannnoBrnd MeHIMKOB. B 0JHOM KOMHATKE IMOMECTHIIMCH KHSDKHBI, B
IPYrol — KHSA3b C CBIHOM; B TPEThEU — IPUCIYTa; YETBEPTAsd KOMHATa
OTBEJICHa OblIa IO/ KIa0BY10. A e kHsaruHs Jlapes MuxaiinosHa? [ e ee
nmomectrin? Jlaneko oHa. JIGKUT OHa B MOTHWIC, B celie YCIIOHE, OJH3



Kazanu, Ha 6epery peku Bosiru. He BeiHEcna goporu, a myiie — BCSKHUX
MyK JAYyUIEBHBIX W OckopOieHui Oeanas [lapps MuxaiinoBHa. CrpaiiHas
obL1a JOpora B bepesos. Yero Tonbko He HaTepneauch MenmukoBsl. Korma
BBIIIIE]T MM MpHKa3 OCTaBUTh PaHeHOypr, OHM BbIEXaJdd B POTONKHOU
KHOUTKE W B JBYX MPOCTHIX Tejerax. He mpoexanu u BOCBMH BEpPCT OT
PanenOypra, kak MenbryHoB, KauTad TBapuu, KOTOPOMY MOPYUYEHO OBLIO
HaOJIOaTh 3a CCHUIBHBIMM, HAarHall UX C BOCHHOM KOMAaHIOM M BCEIO
ObIBILICIO KHSKECKOM JBOpHeH. [po3Ho u c OpaHbl0 mpHKa3al OH
MEHIIIUKOBBIM BBIUTH W3 MOBO3KHU. COJJIaThl U IBOPHS CTAJIM BhIOpAChIBaTh
Ha JIOPOTY KHSDKECKUE MOXKUTKU. MENbryHOB OOBSIBUI, YTO MO TMPUKA3Y
BepxoBHoro Taitnoro CoBeTa, OH JOJKEH OCMOTPETb, HE B3SJIM JIH
MEHIIIUKOBBI YETO JUIIHETO MPOTUB OMKCH, U PaJi OH ObLI MIOKa3aTh BJIACTh
CBOK0 M3/ICBATbCS HAJ BYECPAIHUM BJIACTEIIMHOM 3€MJIM pycckou. Bce
0TOOpa OH, YTO TOJIBKO MOXKHO OBLIO.

Mornonoit kHs3b AjiekcaHap AJEKCaHAPOBUY B3sUT ObUIO C CO0OIO
HECKOJIBKO MEJIKMX BEIIMYEK, IUIaThd Mapbl TPU 3allaCHOro, ISl 3aHSATUU
WH)KCHEPHbIE HWHCTPYMEHTHI, 3€pKajiblle, TpU TIpeOdeHKH, ¢ Tabakom
xecTssHKy. CoBceM eInle MajlbiuK ObUT KHSI3b AJIEKCaHJp, HO U €ro He
noxasnen MelbryHOB — BCE 3TO Yy HEro OTHSUI. 3aMETHWJI, YTO Yy FOHOILIU
KapMaH OTTOIBIPWIICS: — <3, 4TO 3TO y TeOs B KapMaHe, ckasbiBaii?«Co
clie3aMH HEYJIEPKUMBIMHU CTajll MPUKUMaTh KHsI3b AJIeKCaHap K cede To,
yTOo OBUIO Y HEro B KapMaHe, y)X OYeHb BbIIaTh HE XoTenoch. Ho
MenbryHoB cuiioil OTHsUI. DTO ObUT MaJ€eHbKUN MENIOYEK C MOJIYyIIeYKaMu
Ha JiBa pyoOsiss. OOparuiicst 3areM MenbI'yHOB U K KHSKHaAM. Y HUX BelIeH
OBLJI0O HEMHOTO, TOJIBKO KO€-4TO i pabOT W PYKOACIHM, Ja TeIUIbie
€MaHEUKH, IIaM0YKH, FOOKH, YYJIKH.

— OT10 eme Ha 4To? — KpUKHYn MeneryHoB. M conparsl Bce
otoOpanu. IIIBBIpHYIHM CYHIYK C TEJIETH MPOUb, MOCHINAINCH JIEHThI, HUTKH,
JIOCKYTKH Pa3HbIX MaTepUH.

Anekcanapa AJNEKCaHIpOBHA HE yIepKajlach MW 3arulakaia  oT
OCKOpOJIGHH, a COJNJIaThl CTall CMESAThCS, mepedpachiBaTh APYr JAPYTY C
HEMPWINYHBIMU IIyTKaMH €€ JIeHTouku. ONH cTajl HalsUIBaTh Ha cels ee
kopTouky. Anexcanap JlanwnoBud u Jlapbs MuxaiiioBHa 3aKpbUINCH B
CBOCHM KHUOUTKE POTOXKeH, 4uTo0 HE BHUJETHh 3TOro moszopa. Jloiaro mien
OCMOTp, HAKOHEI HecyacTHbIX ornyctuiau. Ha Mapee AJiekcanapoBHE
OCTaBWJIM TOJIbKO TAQTAHYIO 3€JICHYIO I0OOKY, IITO(PHBIN YepHBIN KadTaH U
OeNbIii KOpCET, Ha TOJiOBE OeNbld aTiacHbId 4YeMmuuK, a JJIsi 3UMHETO



BpEeMEHHU 3eiieHyr0 TadTsaHyro mmyOky. Ha mmaamieit kHskKHE OCTaBUIA
3€JIEHYIO TaPTAHYIO I00KY, Oenblii ITOPHBIN NOANUIA(DPOK U TAKYIO KE, KaK
y CeCTpbl, ITyOKY U Ha TOJIOBE TAKOM e OeJIbIi aTIACHBIN YeHYHK.

Bcesa pyxisiap gomamHsAs KHS3€M MEHIIMKOBBIX COCTOSUIO M3 JIBYX
JIOMATOK, KOTJIa C KPBILIKOIO, TPEX KACTPIOJIb MEHBIX, ABEHA/ILIATH TAPEIOK
OJIOBSHHBIX, J1a TPEX TPEHOT Xeje3HbIX. He manu uM HU HOXKa, HU BUJIKH,
HU JIOXKKHU.

N moexanu nanpiie MEHIIMKOBBI, U BCIOAY, TJ€ HU MPOE3KaId OHH,
HapOJl TOJIIAMHU CXOJWJICA TVISIJIETh HAa HUX, KpUYajd UM BCIE, MOKa3bIBaJ
MaJIbIIAMU U TIJIEBAJICH.

Bor noxoponwnu Oeanyio apeto MuxaitnoBny, BoT yxx u Cubupb
naBHO; B ToOONBCK mpuexanu. EXyT MHUMO CCBUIBHBIX, YTO Ha JIOPOTE
paboraroT. OMH U3 CCBUIBHBIX MOAOHUpAETCs ONMKE K Tejere, riae CUALT
KHSKHBI. OHM CMOTPAT HAa HETO M COBCEM HE MOHUMAIOT, YETO OH OT HUX
xoueT. OH HarHylics, HaOpajd B TOPCTh KOM TpSi3M M KUHYJI €ro MpsSMO B
JIUIIO KHSIYKHAM.

— Bor Ha x Tebe, Anekcanap JlaHuiibld, — 3aKpuyaig OH CTapOMYy
KHSI310, — BOT TBOUM JIETKaM OT MEHS FOCTHHEIl. YNpsiTald Thl MEHS CIOJIa,
— Ha x Tebe! Berperuiics-traku ¢ To0010, ciiaa Te, [ocnoau!

3arpsiccs cTapblii MeHIIMKOB, MOOJIE/IHEN, KaK IOJOTHO, U TOPBKO
3ariaKal.

— boxe moil! — npomenrtan oH U KPUKHYJ CCbUIbHOMY. — B MeHs
Opocaii, B MeHs Opocaii, U3Bepr, a HE B 3TUX JI€Te HECYACTHBIX, HU B YEM
OHM Tiepe] TOOOI He BUHOBATHI!

BoT kakoil myTh ObLIT KHSXKECKOMY ceMeHCTBY. JIHs He mpoxoauio 6e3
TOPbKUX 00U, HECHOCHBIX OCKOPOJICHUM.

B bepe3oBe momectunyd MX CHadajla B OCTPOIL, HO CKOPO ITOCIEN
MaJIeHbKUM JOoMUK. Ajnekcanap JlaHwioBud Bce JHU HaJl HUM padoTad,
TOJIBKO B 3TOM paboTe M 3a0bIBajl CBOIO TOCKY, CBOM MYKH HEBBIHOCHUMBIE.
[Tocnen pomuk, mnepeOpanuch Tyna MenmukoBbl. KHsbkHa Mapbs
AJleKcaHIpOBHA MPUHSIIACH XO35IMHUYATh C TPEMS KACTPIOJISIMA MEIHBIMMU.
CrpaiiHas )KU3Hb Hadajlach, IHM TOMUTEIbHBIC: 3UMA MPUILLIA JOTasl, THS
MOYTH COBCEM HETY, ThMa KpOMEIIHAas, TUIIMHA HEBO3MYyTHUMas. 3aTOISIT
KHSIPKHBI OTOHEK B MaJICHbKOM KOMHATKE, MOACSIYT K OTILy U3MYyYEHHOMY, C
KOKJIBIM JHEM CJa0eolieMy, U YUTAIT €My KHUTU CBSIIICHHBIE, a OH
pacckasplBaeT UM CBO€ mnpouuioe. I[loodepenHo [OeTH 3amuChIBalOT €ro
pacckasbl, U Tak UAYT JIHU, HEICIIH, IPOXOJAUT MECSI—IPYTOH.



Bor cugar oHM Kak-To, a BOKPYIr JOMHKa BCE Ta XK€ TbMa
HETPOIJISIHASI; CIBIITHO ObLIO, KaK 3aBbIBACT METEIMIA, IPEOEIKUT OT HEe
MaJiIeHbKO€ OKOIIKO. Bapyr ctyk B nBepb.«KTo ObI 3TO MOr ObiTh? Yac
TAaKOM MO3JHUN». B3aporHynu Bce MEHIIMKOBBLKHEYKTO HOBOE TIoOpe,
HEY)KTO UM TYT HE OCTaBsIT MX B Mokoe? Moxer ObITh, Ha Ka3Hb €Il
MOBJIEKYT, 0, boxe, X0Th ObI yk mockopee!..«[Ipunonnsiics ObLIO CO CBOETO
CTyJa JAEPEBSIHHOTO, UM K€ CAaMUM U CIIeJTaHHOTO0, AllekcaHp JlaHuinoBuY,
MPUIIOAHSJICSA, Ja TMOWIATHYJICA W OIATh CEJI Ha MECTO: HOTH HE
MOCITYIIATHUCh.

JpoxkamuMu pykamu oTrnepiia JIBEph KHsKHA Mapbsi AJIEKCaHIPOBHA,
oTHepyia, U PyKd y HEE OIYCTUIUCH: NEpe]l HEK MYXKYMHA MOJIOJOH, B
TeIiyro I1ry0y BBEpX IIEPCThbIO 3aKyTaHHBIM, Bech B uHee. Ho pazom
CMEKHYJa KHS)KHA HECUACTHAsl, YTO HE3JICIIHUN 3TO 4YeIoBeK.«Tak, BUIIHO,
U €CTh, BUJIHO, OTTYy/a, 13 Poccuu, mpucian Ham Ha MOTHOENb!..»

— Aub He y3Hanu? — pa3gaics MOJOIOM W PagOCTHBIM ToOJIOC
Boleero. — Jla He AUBO, Kak ¥ y3HaTh-T0?!

OH cranm cHUMaTh C ce0s MEXOBYIO OJICKIY, IIANKy OOJBIIYIO CHSJI C
ce0s, 1 KHA3b AJlekcaHp JlaHWJIOBUY W BCE JETH €ro pa3oM BCIUICCHYIU
PYKaMH.

— boxe moit! @enop Bacunbuu, kakumu cynpoamu? OTKynoBa?

— W3 MOCKBBI IPAMEXOHBKO.

— Tak 310 TeOs, TeOs TBOM POAWYU TPHUCTAIA OOBSIBUTH MHE
MIPUTOBOP CMEPTHBIN? — TporoBopul Asekcanap JlaHunoBuy.

— Her, b1 omm6cs, KHA3b! — TUXUM M TI€YAIBHBIM TOJIOCOM OTBEYAl
®denop BacunbseBuu Jloaropykuid, ceiH kHsA3s Bacunus Jlykuua, — ommoOcs
Thl, Anekcanap Jlanunbrd, ecinu © OTell POJHON JCHBb IEJbI Ha KOJEHSIX
CTOSJI TEpPEe0 MHOIO, YMOJIsUI Obl YUYMHUTH TeOe KaKyro-HUOynb oOunuy,
CJIOBOM OJIHUM HE€ 0OuJies OBl 51, 1a U TeIepb MEHsI CaMOTro Obl, KaXeTCsl, Ha
Ka3Hb MOBEJH, €CJIM O y3HaJl KTO, UTO s 37ecCh, B bepe3oae.

— Y10 X BCE 3TO 3HAUUT? — COPOCWIIA PA30M BCE, HUYETO HE
ITOHUMAs.

— A BOT, maiiTe 00orpeThes, NaliTe MPUNUTH B CE0sl — BCE PACCKAKY
I10 TIOPSIKY.

KHsKHBI  MIOCTIENIMIN  BOABI  COTPETh, CBAapUTh YTO-HUOYAb ISt
HEOXKUJAHHOIO TOCTS, & OH TEM BPEMEHEM pa3IIsAbIBAI UX U €1Ba OT CJIE3
MOT yIepKaTbCsl, CMOTPpsi HAa Mapbio AJIEKCaHIPOBHY.



HckpenHo moropeBan OH O KoHYMHE A00poit [lappu MuxailioBHBI,
nepenan Anekcanapy JlaHWIIOBUYY BCE, UTO 3HAN O JIeJIaX MOCKOBCKHUX, a
npo cedst emie HU cioBal — HE TOBOPUT Ja M TOJBKO, 3a4eM OTMaxall
YEThIPE THICSIYM BEPCT, MIpUEXall B 3TOT yxKacHbM bepes3os. M3-3a B3mopy
KAaKOTO CHOJIa HE TTPUEICIIIb.

Haxonen, npucranum Kk HeMy Bc€ MEHIINUKOBBI: TOBOPHU, Aa TOBOPHU, U
OH Yy HE MOXET OOJbIlle OTHEKMBAThCA. PackpacHenoch BCE JMIIO €ro
MOJIOJO€, OIYCTUJIMCh T'YCThIE€ PECHHIIBI, IJ1a3 MOIHITh HE MOXKET HHM Ha
KOT'0, HEJIOBKO €MY, CTPAIIIHO B YEM-TO CO3HATHCS.

— Jla He Tomu, ®enop Bacunbuy, roBopu, paau bora, He CKpbIBaucs.
CrpailiHyt0 BECTh KaKyro-HHOYIb, BUJIHO, Thl MpPHUBE3 C COOOI0, TaK HE
kKajed Hac, KO BCEMYy MPUBBIKIA, HHUYETO YXK TENepb, KaXUCh, HE
HcIyraemMcsi, — roBoput Anekcanap JlaHuioBuy.

— Moker, s 1 npUBe3 CTPAIIHYIO BECTh, JAa HE IS Bac, a JJisi ceOsl.
Ho yx Obuta Hu ObIa, CIIyIIaiiTe, BCE CIyIIANTe: BCIOMHH ThI, KHS3h MOU
MUJIOCTHBBIN, Anekcauap JlaHuaoBuY, BeJlb HEPEIKO s K BaMm B [leTepOypre
XaKUBaJI, U KOJIU Thl HE OBUI JIACKOB, TaK Jiackaia MeHsa aoOpas [apes
MuxaiinoBHa, apcTBUE el HebecHoe. BcrmoMuuTe, KHSYKHBI MOW MHJIBIC, HE
pa3 s IUIsAcald ¢ BaMu B Becernoe Bpemeuko. KHspkHa AJiekcaHjpa Oblia
TOTa €lle€ COBCEM MaxOHbKas, Tak s Bce Oosblie ¢ ToOOK, Mapbs
AJlekcaHJIpoBHA, ObITH cTapalics. I He mapom Jis MEHsl MPONUIM T€ JHHU.
ThI-TO, MOXKET, 1 BHUMAHHSI HUKAKOTO Ha MEHS HE oOpaTuia, a s C KaXJabIM
pazoM Bce Oosblie aa Oosblne 0 Tede ayMall, XOTea ObLIO MOCBaTaThes, Ja
3HAJI, 9YTO TOJIKY W3 3TOTO HE OyJIeT.

Bce m3ymnenHo m BHuMarenbHO ciaymanu Pegopa BacunbeBuua, a
KHS’KHA, HE OTPBIBAsICh, CMOTPEJIA HA HETO CTPAHHBIMU, OCTAHOBUBILIMMHUCS
razaMmu. B nuiie ee HU KpOBUHKHU HE ObL10. OHA HE 1IEeBENUIach HU OJJHUM
YJIEHOM, TOYHO OKaMEHeTa.

— Jla, BujieI1, 4TO MPOKY HUKAKOTO He OyneT. CHavano 3a Canery Te0s
CTOBOPHJIM M MOHSUT I, — OX, TSKKO ObLJIO MHE! — TMOHSUT 51, YTO MUJI TeOe
stor Camnera; Hy, 1 ymes, U ocTajics B cTopoHe. [loTom cranma Tl mapckoun
HeBecTOM. Hu nyiie )KuBOW HE CKaszall s PO MOE JIIOTOE TOpe, a YK Trope
OBLJIO Takoe, YTO M BO CHE MPEXAE MHE HE CHHWJIOCH: JHS CIIOKOWHOTO HE
BEJlaJl, HOYM HAMNpOJET HE CIaJl, CJI€3 MOTOKHU BhIIUIakai. Ho BOT mpuiio
Ballle BpEMsI JIIOTOE; BCE S 3HAJI, BCE UysJl 3apaHee, /1a 4To K B ToM? MHe u
CJIOBA-TO CKa3aTh HE J1aBajul — POT Pa3HHy, OTEL 3aKPUYUT HA MEHA: HE
TBOETO yma, TOBOpHUT, 3T0 jaeio! Hy m Momyan cebe, TOIbKO MYYHJICA.



[TotoMm, kak Bblexanu Bbl U3 [lerepOypra, mpoOoBan s 3a0bITh TeOs, Mapbs
AJIEKCaHJIPOBHA, BO BCE TSHKKUE IYCTHICS. DX, CTBIIHO CKa3aTh Jaxke, HO
HE MOTAal0, YK MbSHCTBOBATh Hayaj, Ja TOIIHO MHE CTajlo, AyIIE IpEeThia
Takas >KuW3Hb. bpocwn s BuHO, Opocun OecmyTcTBa BCe, a TOCKa HE
MPOXOJUT, YK MOUYTH YTO HASBY Thl CTajla MHE MEPELIUTHCS, KHSKHA MOS
3o0Tas. A BpeMms uaeT, B MOCKBY nepeexanu, TaM MHE €Ill€ TOrO TOLIHEE
caenanock. Bor cnpiiny: Ha Bac HamacTh HOBas, B Cubups, B bepe3on Bac
CCBUIAIOT, HY U HE BbITEpIiesl. OTOPOCUIICS y OTLA 3arpaHUILy, B3I NACIIOPT
U BOT, noj uMmeHem MBana MwupoHoBa, mpoOpajicsi 3a BamMu crojia, — U
3/1eCh, KaK BUJIUTE, U OT Te€Os Temneph, KHI3b Asiekcanap [lanwioBud, oT
TeOs1, Mapbs AJIEeKCaHJIpOBHA, BCE CUACThE MOE 3aBUCUT. 3aXOTUTE —
noryoute OJHHUM CJIOBOM, OJHUM K€ CJIOBOM CYACTJIMBBIM YEJIOBEKOM
crenaere. ..

Anekcanap J[aHWIbIY YK JTaBHO CHUIEN, OMYCTHUB T'OJIOBY Ha PYKH, U
THUXHUE CJIE3bl CTEKAIH 1O 1IeKaM ero. KHspkHa Anekcanapa AJeKcaHIpOBHA
c OparoMm ToXe Miakanu, ogHa Mapbsi AJleKCaHIPOBHA BCE MO—TIPEKHEMY,
HETNOABUKHO, HE MUTasi, CMOTpesa Ha mononoro lonropykoro. Bapyr ona
MOPBIBUCTO BCTaJla C MECTa, CAeNala K HEMY HECKOJbKO IIaroB u
BCIUIECHYJIA PYKaMH.

— boxe Moii, boxe, Halejcs YeJOBEK, HaIeICs, HE BCE €I
octaBuiu! Eiie He Bce KOHYEHO! ..

Omna 06e3ymMHO 3aphbljialia, 3aiiataiach W, MOTEPSB CO3HAHME, yIaja Ha
TOJI.

Honropykuii, cectpa U OpaT KUHYJIUCh K HEW, HO JOJTr0 HE MOIJIU
MIPUBECTH €€ B UYBCTRBO.

Koe-kak moctiany rocTio MOCTENb, CIATh YIOKWIN, HO HUKTO BO BCHO
HOYb HE COMKHYJ IJla3 B MajieHbKOM JioMe MenmukoBa. Kuasikna Mapbs
AJIEKCaHIPOBHA BCE CTOSJIA HA KOJICHSX NEPE] UKOHOM M rops40 MOJIUIIACH,
¥ IUIAKaJla, U MeTajlach — CTPAaHHOE YTO-TO, HENMOCTHKHMOE C HEH
TBOpwiIOoCh. Ha npyroi neHp oHa Beinuia K kHsA3t0 Denopy BacunbeBuuy,
OOHsIJIa €ro 3a IICI0 00CMMH pyKamu, MpUXkKaiaach TOJIOBOIO €My Ha TPyb,
phlajia ¥ CKBO3b PBIIAHUS IENTANIA EMY:

— Tony0Ouuk, 30JI0TOM ThI MOM, YyIO BEJIMKOE COTBOPWJI Thl HAaJIO
MHOKO!.. OXKECTOUMIIOCh COBCEM CEPJILE MOE, COKPYLIWJIO MEHS TIOpe
mortoe. ToIbKO CMEPTH OIHOM KJajla s M >KeJlalla, 3Hajla, 4To JIFOIHA BCE OT
MEHS OTBEpPHYJIMCh, 3Hajla, 4YTO BCE€ HE JIOOST MEHs, NPe3uparor,
HeHaBUIAT... M cama g Hukoro He mroOuia, cama Bcex HeHaBuaena! Ho ot



CJIOB TBOMX HEXJIAHHBIX, HETaJaHHBIX, O KAaKUX 5 BCH JKU3Hb W
MOMBICIUTL-TO HE CMeJIa, PacTONUIach, KaK BOCK, BCs jayia Mos. B mur
OJIMH COBCEM JIPYTOI0 Thl MEHsI Cliejiall, cama He y3Hato ceOs. CHOBa XKHUTh
XO4eTCs, U OTO MECTO YKACHOE€, A3Ta >KHU3Hb Oe3paJoCTHas CyYaCThbeM
HEOECHBIM Ka)XyTCsl, BOT YTO Thl CO MHOIO ciaenai!..

OH He oTBevan ed Hu cioBa. OH DA HA HEE U HE MOT HaIJIsAIEThCH,
TOJIBKO MOJIYAJIUBBIMU JIACKAMU CHJIWJICSI YCIIOKOUTH €€ BOJHEHHE, HO OHa
HE YCIIOKOWJIaCh, OHA pblJlajia BCE TPOMYE, U BCE CTPACTHEE, BCE Tropsiuece
JIWJIACH CJI0BA €€.

— HeHamsaaupiii MO, B OJTHY HOYb 3Ty Tak TeOs s MOIIOOMIIA, KaK HEe
Jr00uIIa HUKOTO €lIe B JKU3HHU, J1a IyMalia, 4To U J00UTh He cymero. Kpaiie
Thl MHE TeNephb coJiHila HebecHoro! JIroThie MyKu NPUHSTH 3a T€Os roToBa!
He ornynty tebs Teneps ot ceds, )KU3Hb Thl MOSI, CHaCThE Thl MOE!

Hukorga emie, B cample SICHBbIC THU BeIWYUsT MEHIIMKOBBIX, HE OBLIO
TaKkoW pajoCTH B MX JIOME€, KaK TElepb, B KPOIIEYHOM, CAMOJEIbHOM
nomuke Ha 6epery CocBbl. CTapuk TO M JI€7I0, YTO MOTIEPEMEHHO OOHUMAIT
TO J04b, TO Jloaropykoro, Oyiarociapiisyl WX, IUIaKajdl HaJd HUMH U
BCIIOMHMHAJ JKEHY CBOIO MOKOMHYIO: COKPYIIAJCS, YTO HE JOXKHJIA OHA J0
Takou pajsoctu. [10yCcrnoKouBIIMCh, HEMHOTO, CTAJIA IYMAaTh U CYJIUTh O TOM,
KaK CBaJp0y ycTpouthb. TpyaHO 3TO ObLIO, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CyMeEl
MOIo0i JIONTOPYKH YTOBOPHUTH CTaporo Oepe30BCKOTO CBSIICHHUKA,
MOTAPOK €My CAenai, CBOM OapCOBBIN Il OOraThlii OT/IaJ, 1 OOBEHYAN UX
TalHO CBAIICHHUK.

HoBasi kxu3Hb Hadajach B MEHIIMKOBCKOM JOME, HEXJIAHHOE, THXOE
CYacThe 3a0payioCh MO/ TECOBYIO Kphily. [Ipornuia 3uma, JIeTo HaCTYIHIIO,
JIETO KOPOTKO€ Ja >Kapkoe: cubupckoe seto. M yacto 3TuMm JieTom
OEpE30BCKUE JKUTEJIM BUJAIM MOJOAYIO YETy, COIVIaCHO Jia JIt0OOBHO
ryIsiBIIYIO 1O  pedHoMy  Oepery. Hey3naBaemoit crana Mapbs
AJIeKCaHJIpOBHA, JaXX€ BCE JIMII0O €€ MpeoOpasmioch. Ynuia Kyaa-To
npexHsass Oe3PKU3HEHHOCTh, 3aropeiiuch Iia3a €€ TEeMHbIE, HEOBIBAJIBIN
pPYMSIHEIl HA II€KaxX BCIBIXMBAJ: HA JIUBO IMOXOpOIleia OHA. B3misHyB Ha
HEe Temnepb, MOXKET ObITh, U IOHBIA UMIIEpATOpP HE cKa3all Obl, 4TO JypHa
oHa. BuaHO, ¥ mpexae TOMbKO CYACThsl HEAOCTaBaJO, YTOOBI CHENaTh €€
npenecTHor. OHa Xonuiia MOCTOSTHHO B YEPHOM IUIAThE, C OKJIAJKOI M3
cepeOpsaHoi OJoHABL. DTO TUIaThe nonapuia e @enop BacunbeBuu: npuses
OH €ro ¢ co0010.



Ho "enponoimkutenbHo ObuT0 cuacThe. 12 HosaO0ps 1729 rona Tuxo, Ha
pykax nereu, ckoHdaics Anexkcanap [lanumosud. B nmocnennue nHu cBOEH
KU3HU OH TO W JieJiall, YTO MOJuWJcsA, npocusl y bora cebe mpoieHue,
packamBajCi HEJIUMLIEMEPHO BO BCeX CcTapeix Trpexax cBoux. C
MPOCBETICHHOW YNBIOKOM oTAan oH bory mymry. A B 3TO Bpemsi HOBas
kHATUHA Jlonropykas, Mapbsi AnekcaHIpoBHA, TOTOBUJIACH CTaTh MAaTepblo.
CMmepTh OTHA HAa HEE CWIBHO IIOJEMCTBOBAJIA: OHA MPEKIECBPEMEHHO
paspenmniach oT OpeMEeHH ABOMHSAMU U Yepe3 JIeHb yMepJia; yMEpJIu U JETH.
Tak 1 MOXOpOHWJIM €€ B OJJHOM MoTwie ¢ HUMHU. bbuio 310 26 nexadps, u B
ATOT JAE€Hb €1 UCTIOJHWIOCH 18 JIeT OT poxy.

Bcenen 3a ee xonunHou siBuiicsi roHenr u3 Mockssl. [letp II moceutan
neTsiMm MeHIurKoBa BeCTh 00 X CBOOOE, JO3BOJICHHE UM JKUTh B JICPEBHE.
CinuiikoM TMO3AHO MOpHIUIA 3Ta MWIOCTh, TOJIBKO  AJIEKCaHJpa
AnekcaHIpoBHA J1a IOHbIA AJiekcaHap AJIEKCaHIPOBHY BOCIIOJIb30BAIHNCH
€I0.

HeyrewmHsii, coBCceM pacTepsHHBIM OT rops Belexanl U3 bepesosa
kHsA3b Denop BacunpeBuy, U OmycTen JOMUK, IIOCTPOEHHBIM 3HAMEHUTHIM
JlaHWibIueM, U JABHO—IABHO CPABHSJIOCH U CIIAJIMIIOCh MECTO, TAE CTOSUI
OH, U HMKTO BO BCE€W 3€MJI€ PYCCKOM HE 3HaJ TaiHy IOCJIEIHEro roja
KW3HU [IAPCKOM HEBECTHI, B CEMbE XPAHUIIN €€, HE BbIJIaBAJIU.

Jlonrue roJpl OpOLUIA C TEX MOP, CTOJIETUE LIEJ0E€ B BEYHOCTh KaHYJIO,
1 TobKO B 1825 roxay, 30 uross, y3Haau 0 TOM, 4TO PacCKa3aHo 37€Ch HAMM.

B bepe3oBe cranu uckarb Moruwiry MeEHIIMKOBA, CHavyaja JOKOTAJIKNCH
710 IBYX MaJIEHbKUX I'POOMKOB, OOMTHIX CYKHOM aJIbIM. Packpbuid rpoOuKH,
YBUAATM KOCTM MIIQACHIIEB, TOKPBITHIE 3€JEHBIM aTiacoM, Ja JBa
IIEJIKOBBIX TOJIOBHBIX BEHUYMKA. JTU T'POOMKHU CTOSUIM HA OOJIBIIIOM TpoQy,
CHCJTaHHOM B BHJIE KOJIOABI U3 KEIpa, IJIUHOK OKOJIO TpPEX aplliuH, U
OOHUTOM TEM JK€ aJbIM CYKHOM, C KPECTOM W3 CepeOpsTHOTO MO3yMEeHTa Ha
Kpbllike. CHSUIM KpPBIIMIKY M YBUJIEIW >KEHILIHUHY, MOKPBITYIO AaTJaCHbIM
3€JIEHBIM TOKpBIBAJIOM. [IoKpBIBaJIO CO BCeX CTOPOH OBLIO MOJIOKEHO IO
MOKOMHUILY, IOTOMY, HE TpEBOXa €€, pa3pe3aju ariac IOCEPEANHE
HOokHULIaMU. CTO JIET TOMY Ha3aJl TIOXOPOHEHHAs OKa3ajiach MOYTU CBEKEIO:
JU10 Oe10€e ¢ CUHEBATOCThIO; 3yObl BCE COXPAHUJIMCh; HA TOJIOBE YETUHK U3
IIEJIKOBOM aJlol mMarepuu, IMojA MOAOOPOJIKOM MOJBSA3aHHBIA IIEIKOBOM
JIEHTOW; Ha 70y WIEIKOBBIA BEHUMK, NUIAGPOK W3 TOHKOW IIEITKOBOM
MaTepuy KPacHOTO IIBETa, Ha HOTaxX OalllMakyd C BBICOKUMHU KaOIyKamw,
KHU3Y CYKMBAIOLIUMUCS, IEPEIKNU OCTPOKOHEUHBIE U3 MIECIIKOBOW MaxXpOBOU



Marepuu. Moruja ocTaBajach LEJbIA JE€Hb OTKPBITOI U K BEUYEpy JIUIIO
Mapuu AnexkcaHApOBHBI COBEPIICHHO TMouepHeso. ['po0d omnsTh 3apblid B
3eMITIO.

B bepeszoBe coxpaHWIoOCh €mI€ OJHO BOCIHOMHUHAHHE O IAPCKOU
HeBecTe: B BockpeceHCKOM co0Ope TaMOIHEM XPaHUTCS 30JI0TOM
MeJIaJIbOH TOHKON paboThl, @ BHYTPH €T0 HAXOAUTCS CBUTAs B KOJIBIO MPSIh
CBETJIOPYCHIX BOJIOC. DTOT MEAAJIbOH MOCTYIHII B LIEPKOBB [0 CMEPTHU KHS3S
O®enopa BacunbeBuya. bosibiie HMYEro HeE HalOMUHAeT O Mapbe
AnexkcanapoBHe. ECTh enie olMH YroJioK 3€MJIM PYCCKOM, II€ YCIIOKOMIACh
apyras crpaganuna, HecyactHas Jlapesa MuxaiioBHa. B cene Ycinone, Ha
Bousre, Bo31e gOMHKaA CEIBCKOTO JbsSYKA Pa3BEACH MAJIICHBKUH CaJIUK C
oropoaoM. Cpeau MOJbIHN ¥ KPalMBhl BUHA cTapas HaArpoOHas IIMTa, U
Ha HEW coXpaHWIach HAAMKUCK: «31ech morpedeno Teno padsl boxiei . ..»

[TpoliayT ere roapl, COTPETCS cTapasi HaAMUCh, pacKoieTcs BApeOe3ru
WU YUACT B 3€MITIO, U COBCEM 3a0yleTCs MOTHJIbHBIA KameHb. VCTierT u
CBETJIOPYChIE BOJIOCHI B MeJadhOHE B OEpe30BCKOM IIEPKBH, HO CyanOa
HECYACTHOTO CEMEWCTBA HABEKU COXPAHUTCS U B PYCCKOW UCTOPUH, U B
pacckaszax HapOJHBIX KaK BEJIMKUU MPUMEDP TICHHOCTH 3€MHOTO BEIIUYUS U
HaJIC)K ] YCJIOBEYECKUX.



YACTD TPETDHA

[Iponio HECKOJNBKO MECALIEB CO JOHSA CMEPTH BEJIMKOM KHSKHBI
Haranbu. IlepBoe Bpemsi mMmIiiepaTtop HE 3HAJ, KyJa JEBATbCA OT TOCKH.
[TpubnmkeHHbIe K HEMY JIIOAM HE Ha IIYTKY OOSJIMCh 3a €r0 370POBhE: OH
MOYTH HUYETO HE €1, 3arupalica y ceOsl 1Mo 1eabiM JIHsIM, miakai. Ho B ero
rofbl TOpe He ObIBACT MPOJAOJDKUTENbHO. C MEPBBIMU BECEHHUMHM JTHSMHU
yJIbIOKa CHOBa MOSIBUJIAaCh Ha T'y0ax €ro, 1 OH CHOBa BeJIeJ CHapsiXKaTh
OXOTY.

OcrtepMaH Hayajg HAIIOMUHATH €MY O TMOCJIEIHEM KEJIaHUU TTOKOWHOM,
0 naHHOM ei cioBe. Co CBOMCTBEHHBIM €My KpacHOpPEUHMEM YOEXKIaj ero
criemuTh nepeesaom B [letepOypr.

Nmneparop Monya ciaymiai u 3ayMbIBaJICS.

— IloBpemenu HemHoro, Auapein MIBaHoBU4, — TOBOPHII OH, — YENY,
HENIPEMEHHO Y€y, U CKOPO, TOJIBKO TENEPh HY)KHO ¢ MOCKBOM IPOCTUTHCH.

O mHeoOxomumoctu mnepee3na B IlerepOypr cran wuHOM pa3
IOroBapuBarh U KHA3b VIBaH AJneKkceeBudY, HO 3aT0 OCTalbHbIE Jloropykue
TOJIKOBAJIM MPOTUBHOE M TOBOPHWJIM, YTO BCE ATO B3AOP M IMYCTSAKH, OynTO
Jiena CToSIT u3-3a npeObiBaHusl B MOCKBE, — OTCIOJ]Ja TOYHO TaK K€, KaK U
u3 IlerepOypra, Poccuero ympapnsate MoxkHo. Kpermue u moryde crosiia
Poccus u nonpex IlerepOypra.

Ymenu KHs3bs [JoAropykre ycnokamBaTh M HACYET 3aBETA NMOKOWMHOU
Haranbu. OHY TOAKOBAJIM, YTO BEIMKAsA KHSKHA HAXOAUJIACh MO/ BIUSHUEM
HeMua AHjpeit MiBaHoBuua, a Annpeit MiBanoBuu, koHeuHO, K [leTepOypry
TSAHET: He Oynb yroBopoB Awujpess MBaHoBuUYa, BelMKas KHSDKHA cama
HUKOTa He oMbicauia 061 0 [lerepOypre, U aTn peun ObutH, Kak Maciio 1o
cepaiyy, s uMrneparopa. OH ciaylian X pagoCTHO, HAXOAWI B HUX JJIS
ce0st onpaBnanue. Ho Bce e yacto, 0cOOGHHO 1O HOYaM, KOT/ia He CIaioCh
IleTpy, BcmoMuHaIach €My yMeplasi, BCIIOMUHAJINUCh €My CJIOBa €€, €ro
oOelllaHne, U OH CHOBA IJIaKaJl, © CHOBa peliaj, 4To,«HET, HEIPEMEHHO B
[TerepOypr exaTh HY>kHO. TOJIbKO OTOIUT OH HEMHOTO, a K KOHILY JIeTa, BO
BCSIKOM CJIy4ae, 4YTo Obl TaM HU TOBOPHIIH, a 13 MOCKBBI BBICIICTY.



Honropykue, u B ocobeHHOCTH Aliekceil ['puropbeBudy, ¢ KaxkIbIM
JHEM 3a0upaiu Bce Oobllie U OOJbIIE BIACTH HAJ MUMIIEPATOPOM, U OH HE
3ameuan 3Toro. HekoMy yx ObUIO OTPE3BUTH €r0, PACTOJIKOBATh €EMY U TO, U
ApyToe, He ¢ KeM OBLJIO MOCOBETOBAThLCS, HE C KeM OblIO oTBecTH Aayiny. Her
Haramm, na u apyroro npyra ToXe OH JUIIWICS — KpPacaBHUIbl TETYIIKU
JIuzel. Jlonropykue TO M JEJ0 pacCKasblBalId €My IIPO HEE AYpPHBIE BEIIH,
YBEPSUIM, YTO OHA €ro HE TOJIbKO HE JIIOOUT, HO JaXKe jKeJlaeT eMy BCSKOMN
noru0enu, KIET He JOXKIeTcs ero cmeptd. M moBepun wummeparop, U
COBCEM OTBEPHYJICS OT KpaCaBUIIbl TETKHU.

Aunekceli [ puroppeBud, yBUIEB UTO TOPE OTOLLIO OT UMIIEPATOPA, CTAII
4YTO HH JICHb NIPUAYMBIBaTh €My HOBbIE€ pa3BieueHus. Ero >xeHa u gouyepu
00s13aHbI OBLIIM BCIOAY CIIEA0BATh 3a TOCYIapeM, BCAYECKH BECEIUTH €ro, Aa
U JIpyTUM TPUJBOPHBIM ACBYIIKAM JaHbI ObLIM CTpOTHE MpuKazaHus. Bcee
TOJILKO U AyMalld O TOM, Kak Obl XOPOIIIEHbKO, OECIOBOPOTHO 3a0parh B
pyku Ilerpa AnekceeBnua. OnuH kHI3b VMBaH ocTaBasicsl MO—IIPEKHEMY,
TOJIbKO HET — M OH u3MeHuics. Tak ke OJIM30K OH K UMIIEpaTopy, TakK Ke
JOOUT €ro, Tak *e€ C HUM JIPY’KEeH, HO BCE Yallle U Yalle HaYuHAET eMy
NepeunTh, JACKOBO, JIOOOBHO, HO BCE ke nepeunTh. Ho He cepautcs Ha
HETO0 UMIIEPATOP: HUYTO HE MOXKET IOKojeOarh ero J00BU K CTapoMy
APYTY.

Jlonropykue ObUTM OY€Hb HENOBOJIBHBI KHs3eM MBanom. Oten 1o n
JIeJI0 Ha HEr0 HaKUJBIBAJICS, TOBOPUJ O TOM, YTO 3TO OH CO 3JI0ObI HAa HUX
BCE UM MOPTUT: OHU CJENAlOT, a OH pa3zeibiBaeT. IBaH AjekceeBud Tenepb
yK€ CIOKOWHO BBICIYIIMBaJI yopekd. B Hem mnpousonuia Ooibiias
HPaBCTBEHHAs MEPEMEHA: OCTABWJI OH MPEKHHE OAIOBCTBA CBOM U 3aTEU;
XKU3Hb BeJl Tpe3By10. OH MOJIb30BAJICS BCAKUM CIy4aeM, YTOObl HAIOMHUTD
CBOEMY JIpyry M TOCYJapl0 O HEOOXOAMMOCTH HPOAOKATh 3aHATHUS
HayKaMH, Jaxe coBceM nomupwicsa ¢ OcrepmanoM. He pa3 nmpuHocun oH
[TeTpy BaskHBIE OyMaru, 3aCTaBIIsJI €r0 UX MPOYUTHIBATH, PACTOIKOBBIBAI UX
3HAYEHUE U BMECTE C HUM IIPUTOTOBIILI pe3ontounn. OH cTapacs Bcerna
IPUCYTCTBOBAaTh MPH JOKJIAJAaX CAaHOBHUKOB, JUISI TOTO 4YTOOBI Kak-HUOYNb
HE TMOABUTHYJIM TOCydapss Ha HecnpaBeIIuBOCTb. OJHaXIbl, CTOS 3a
kpeciamu [leTpa u Buas, Kak TOMY MOJAHOCHIIA K MOJMHUCAHUIO CMEPTHBIH
IPUTOBOP, KHsI3b IBaH, HE TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, YKYCHJ rocyaaps 3a yxo. Tot
JaXe BCKPUKHYJ OT OOJM, BCKOUMJI C KpPECed U C M3YMIICHHEM CIIPOCHII
CBOETrO0 ApPYyTa, YTO 3HAYUT ITO.



— Ilpexne yem moamuchiBaTh Oymary, — CIOKOMHO oTBevan lBan
AnlekceeBUY, — HaJ0 BCIOMHHUTh, KAKOBO Oy/leT HECYACTHOMY, KOTJa €My
CTaHyT pyOUTH roJIOBY!

Paccka3z 00 3Tol ciieHE B TOT XK€ JIeHb OO0JIeTeNl BCEeX MPHUIBOPHBIX:
AUBUWIMCH JEP30CTH MOJIONOT0 (haBopuTa, OOBSICHWIM BCE JIUIIL TEM, YTO
OH uepecuyp 3a3Hajicd. B OIHOM TOJIBKO MeECTe JTOT paccka3z Obll
BBIC/TYIIIAaH C HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM BOCTOprom: rpaduusi Haranes bopucosHa
[IlepemeTeBa gaxe B JIAIOUIM 3axjonana oT pagoctu. OHa peako BUAEIACH
¢ MlBanoM AnekceeBHYEM — OH BCE BPEMS CBOE OTIaBall IOCYIapro, HO
aJHO coOMpaia OHa BCE O HEM BECTOUYKH, BCE, YTO TOJIBKO MOIJIa JOOBITh.
ITo—tipesxHeMy THUXO W JOBOJBHO yeAWHEHHO kuia Haranssa bopucoBHa B
OTPOMHOM IIEPEMETEBCKOM AOME. BpeMeHaMu CKy4YHO €Ul CTaHOBWJIOCH. U
KpoMe 3a00T o cepaeuyHoMm apyre MBane AJleKkceeBHMYEe, MHOTO HOBBIX
MBICJIEM CTaJI0 CTy4aTbCsA €M B TOJIOBY: JKM3Hb 3aCTaBIIsIa 3ayMbIBATHCS.
Jlerckue roapl mpouuid. Ei CKOpo CeMHaAnarh JET UCTIOJHUTCSA, & pa3yMHa
Y YYEHA OHA HE M0 JIETaM; K TOMY € M Pa3Hble HECTPOEHUS JOMAIIHUE,
HUKOMY HEBEJIOMBbIE, ydaT W pa3BuBaroT. JKu3Hp Haramen bopucoBHbI B
noMe jpanexko He Becemas. Oren  ee, 3HAMEHHUTBIM  NETPOBCKUMI
(denpamapiua, ymep, OCTaBUB €€ MATHIETHUM peOeHKoM. Math OanoBaia
ee, jrobuna Oe3 maMATd, cTapajach O BOCIHUTAHUU €€, YTOO HUYEro He
yIycTuja OHa B HayKax, MpPUCTaBUJa K HEH Manamy, Kotopas olydaia ee
no—bpaHIy3CKH, BHymala jgouepu Jo0peie mnpaBuia. U Haranes
BopucoBHa, B cBOIO ouepe/ib, BCEM CEpJILIEM JH00uIa MaTh, U CTapajach ee
CIYLIAThCS, U CTApAJIACh NPHUIIEKHO yuuThed. Ho M MaTh moxkuiia Hexouro.
Ocranace mnociie Hee rpauHs MOJoJas YETHIPHAALATH JIET, OpaT roJoM
CTapuie ee ocTajics, a Apyrue AETH MajeHbKkue. bpar crtan XO3SMHOM B
aoMe. XOThb BCEro emy ObUIO MATHAALATH JIET, HO OH Y>K€ TOIJa YUCIHIICS
nopyurkoM B Tojiky IlpeoOpakenckom. Ilpu marepum Manpuuk Kazaics
NOCIYIIHBIM U CKPOMHBIM, & IOYYSJI CBOIO BOJIO, U YX KaK M3MEHWIICS!
Bcem no—cBoemy cam pacnopsiKaeTcsi, TO U €0 XO3IMHOM ce0sl Ha3bIBAET,
CECTpy B I'pOLI HE CTABHT, a O JIETAX MAJICHbKHUX YK U TOBOPUTH HEYETO.
[lepecenunace Kk HUM B oM cTapas 06alyimika CanTblkoBa, CTapyXxa HUYETo,
no0pasi, TOJIbKO CTapa O4YE€Hb, Ja U HE TAKOTO XapakTepa, YTOObl yIepxkarhb
BHYKa. A TOT C KaXJbIM JHEM Bce OOJbIIe U OoJblle ceOe BOIM 3a0UpaeT,
MHOIZIa TECHUT JAXE CECTPY; TOJIIKYET € O TOM, YTO BCE OHH JKHUBYT IO €r0
MHJIOCTH; YTO BCE €MY IPHUHAJIEKUT, OH BCEMY XO3siMH. BOT HaunHaeT yx
OH BO BC€ JI€JIa CECTPUHBI BMEIIMBATHCS: TOBOPHUT, TO J€JIal, TOTO HE JETau.



Ox, xak 3T0 TSHKKO! A M TOro TsbkeJiee, KaKk CTaHeT OH JIETel OOMKarTh, HE
BBIHOCUT 3TOTr0 Haranbs bopucoBHa — JETKM Ha €€ pyKax: OHa UM TENEph
YTO MaTh. TaK BOT, KaK k€ TYT HE MPUXOAUTH MEHAIbHBIM MBICIIAM, KaK K€
TyT He cMymiarbesi? He k ToMy ceOst roToBWiIa, HE TOTO >KJaja s cels
Haranes BopucoBna. Xapakrep y Hee OT MpHUPOIBI BECENbIN ObLI, JIFOOMIIA
OHAa W HAPSAUTHCH, U IOILIACAaTh, U IOBECEJMUTHCS BCAYECKH, a TEIEPb
BECEJIbe Ha YM HEHJET, 1a ¥ ONATh-TakH, €¢ KHs3b VIBaH OOJbHO CMYIIIAeT.
He Toro 6»1 X0TEN0CH EBYIIKE, UTO >KU3HB JA€T €i: XOTeI0Ch Obl moyarie
BHUJIETHCS C JIFOOMMBIM YEJIOBEKOM, XOTEJIOCH Obl 3HATh HABEPHOE, UTO HUKTO
Y HUYTO Y HEE €ro HE OTHUMET. M BEpUT OHa B HErO, BEPUT, a BCE K€ MO14ac
COMHEHbSI OEpyT:«HY, KaK OIIMOJach; HY, Kak OOMaHyll OH €€; Hy KaK OH
HacMmeeTcs Hal Her?«CTpalmiHyo MUHYTY MEpEeXuiia OHa, Kak cKaszana e
Katroma Jlosropykas nmpo 1o yto IBaH AJiekceeBUY HE HA IIYTKY JyMAET
KEHHUTBhCS Ha mnpuHuecce EnmzaBere. BCTpeTWwsiach OHa Kak-TO MOTOM C
HUM, OTBEPHYJIACh OT Hero. OH moOJIeaHeN BECh, CIIPAIIUBACT, YMOJISIET €€
CKa3zaTh €My, 4TO 3a Takas HeMuwiocTh. OHa ellle HEe yMEET BJIaJIeTh COOOM,
HE BBbIJIEpXkKaja, IpsIMO BCE CKa3aja.

— DX, a Belb rOBOpHUJIA, YTO BEpHUIlL MHE, — TPYCTHO OTBETHJ €M
NBan AnexceeBnd. — HeT, Tl HE MHE BEpHIllb, @ BEPUIIIL CIYXy BCSIKOMY,
BEpHUIIIb IEPBOMY BCTPEUHOMY, BCEMY, YTO Ha MeHs TeOe HackaxyT. Hy, na
TYyT HE COBCEM TakK; BOT 4YTO Sl CKa)xy TeOe: TOUHO, MPexae ObUIM y MEHS
TaKue MBICITH, HO OHHM OBbUIH J0 TeOs, 7O TOTO JHS, 3HACIIh, KOT/a s K Te0e
npuexan u OTKpbLT Tede cBoro aymry. He nHa mryTtky, Hatanss BopucosHa,
noJiroouIT 51 TeOst, a KOJMU pa3 Tak MOJIIOOMINb, TaK Kakas ke TYT JIF0OOBb
npyrasa? Toapko o TeOe s Teneph JyMaro, TOJbKO U MEUTAK0 O TOM, Kak Obl
HaM C TOOOIO BCIO KU3HBb MPOXKUTH HEPAZITYUHO.

N nepenain oH er BeChb CBOM pa3roBop C HapeBHoW EnmzaseToit B jecy
BcecaTckoMm, 1 OHa eMy TTOBEpUIia U yCIIOKOWJIACH.

Ho boxe moit, boxke Mo, korja »e 3To OyJIeT, KOrjia ke 3TO CTaHeTCs,
TO, YErO TaK XKJAET OHA, TO, O 4YeM Tak oHa Monutcs? Hy u onsite: Te cTpaxu,
BO30Y)KJIEHHBIE II€CAapEBHOM, PAa3JIETENNCh, OCTAIOTCA JPYTUe CTpaxwu:
MPOJOJIKAIOT TOJIKOBaTh O TOM, YTO OECHyTHYIO >XHU3Hb BeneT HBan
AJIEKCEEeBUY, YTO YacCTO YE€3KAET OH B MUMEHHE CBO€, [OpeHKH, U TaMm
MpeaaeTCsl BCSIKOMY pas3ryily. YBUIUT OHA €ro, XOTeJIOCh Obl CIIPOCUTH, Ja
000 MHOTOM U CHpAIIMBaTh 3a30PHO: €CJIM OH W HEMyTHOE JIEJAeT, TaK HE
CKaXXET e, o0elal, 4To pajid Hee UCIIPABUT KU3Hb CBOIO, J1a KTO €TI0 3HAET,
coBiagaet jau ¢ cooor? Ho B mocnegHee Bpems Bce Yallle U yaiie HauuHaeT



CJBIIIATh OHA O CBOEM KHS3€ TaKOE€, OTYErO JIUKYET U PadyeTcs €€ CepAle.
W BnpsiMb, BUJIHO, OH JIIOOUT, WU BOPSIMb, BUJHO, paboTaeT Haj COOOI0;
CKazaja OHa €My, 4TOObl OT BCEro JypHOTO OTBpallajd rocyjaaps, BOT OH
WCITOJIHSIET U THEBA €0 He OOWTCS, JeIaeT CBoe Aesio. Tak Kak ke He OWUTh
el B JAJOIIM, KaK K€ €l HE MPbIraTh OT PAJOCTH, KOTJA CIBIIIUT OHA, YTO
ykycui oH [lerpa 3a yxo!

Bcro HOUB mocie 3Toro M3BecTHsl He 3acHyla rpaduHs, Bce aTymMania o
CBOEM MWJIOM, a K yTPy BOT YTO JaXe NpUIyMalia: IpuayMala OHA, 4TO
OYEHb y’K MHOTO O ce0€ MEUTaEeT, YTO 3aCTaBJSICT €r0 UCTIPABIISITHCS, YTOOBI
OBITH €€ JIOCTOMHBIM, a CAMa-TO UTO K OHA TaKasl 3a CBATAasl, YTO 3 YUUTEJIb
Takou Oe3rpeiiHblid BeiMcKalcsa! MoXeT, eile el 3To0 HY>XHO J100MBaThCH,
4TOO OBITH €r0 JOCTONHOM; Yy HEro Ayllia CBeTJas, OJlaropoaHas, Hajo 4yTo0
U y Hee Obuta Takas ke. Eciii oH ymeeT mpuHyauTh ce0si, OTY4UTh Ce0sl OT
BCETO JTypPHOTO, TaK M OHA TOXKE JOJKHA YMETh OOPOTHCS € COOO0TO.

N Bor Haranesa bopucoBHa pemaercss U3MEHUTH CBOK JKU3Hb M
KKl JI€Hb JIOCTUraTh OOJIBIIErO M OOJBIIEr0 COBEPIICHCTBA, YMEHBS
o0y37bIBaTh CBOM IIOPBIBBI, CBOM kenaHusa. OHa BO3JIEPKUBACTCS OT
BECEJIbs, TIOYTH HUKY/Ia HE BBIXOJAUT U3 JIOMY, CUJIAT 32 KHUTAMU, YUUTCH. ..

Yk ¢ Mecdl HE BUJANa, HE BCTpeyasia Hurne kHsa3a lBana Haranbs
bopucoBHa, 1 ToCka pa3oUpaeT Tak, YTO OT 3TOM TOCKH JI€BaThCS €l HEKy/Ia.

Bepnyncs momoit crapmmii 6pat, [lerp bopucosuy. CrnpamuBaer oHa
ero, rae Jlonropykue, Ha 0X0Te, YTO JI, UK B ropoje?

— BepHynuce, — oTBeyaer.

— Hy, Tak s cbe3XKy K HUM, IIPOBEALO.

— Crynaii, konu Tede JoMa He CUUTCS, — rpy0o ckazai Opar.

Ho oHa He oOpaTuia BHUMaHMS Ha TOH €ro CJIOB, BeJiesia 3aKJIajbIBaTh
AKUIIAXK U TToexana.

Honropykue TtouHO OblTM goma. Kusruns IlpackoBes IOpbheBHa
BCTPETHIIA MOJIOAYIO Tpa(pHHIO.

— AX, ronyOyika, o4eHb paja, 4yTo ThI 3amisHyna noau k Karromre,
MOJI, aBOCh C TOOOW OHA Pa3BECEIUTCS.

— A 4t0 ¢ He#t?

— Jla HM4ero, IypuT JI€BKA, MPOCTO HE IVIsAAeTU Obl HAa HEe IJ1a3a MOM.
CoBceM B MOCIEIHEE BPEMS HU Ha UTO HE MOXO0XKa CTaja. YK S U HE 3HAIO,
YTO C HEW, YEro €M €I1e HYKHO!

Haranbs bopucoBHa oOTIpaBWIach K KHSPKHE U 3acTajia €€ B OYCHb
IyPHOM PACIIOJIOKEHUH TyXa.



— Yro ¢ TobO010, KaTroma? — y4acTIiMBO CIIpocuiia OHa €€.

— Huuero! — mpauno orBerninia Karepuna AnekceeBHa.

— Hy, He xouenib cka3arb, TaK S U HE HAaBS3BIBAIOCh. A Jiydlie Obl
ckazaja: ecinu Oema ¢ TOOOM Kakasi, ajdu HEMPUATHOCTh, BMECTE OBl
MTOTOJIKOBAJIN, ThI 3HACIIIb, UTO 51 CEPACTHO JIFOOITIO TEOS.

Haranes bopucoBHa roopuiia 3T0 TaKUM JIACKOBBIM TI'OJIOCOM, TaK
IPYXKECKU U UCKPEHHE cMOTpesia Ha KaTrolily, 4To 1 Ta, HAKOHEI], B3IJISIHYJIa
Ha Hee MPUBETIINBEE.

— MmHuoro y meHs O6exn Bcskux, Harama, — CKBO3b HaBEpHYBIIIHUECS
CcJie3bl MPOroBopuiia oHa eil. — bexana Obl 51 U3 ATOro JJ0Ma, a 0COOJIUBO OT
Oparia Moero MuJIoro!

— Omste oH! UTO % OH ¢ TOOOM nenaet?

— A 10, Harama, 4To y>X M HE 3HaK0 5, JI0 YE€ro OHHU JOBEAYT MEHS.
Tenepp, BUIlb, MPUHYKAAIOT BCIYECKHU MPEIbIIATh TOCyAaps, XOTAT, 4TOO
BBIIJIA 51 3@ HETO 3aMYXK, HY... @ MHE 3TO HOX BOCTpBIi, HE MOTY s 3TOro. 1
myIie Bcex TyT AeicTByeT Opar MBaH...

N Karoma pacckazana Haranbe bopucoBHe, 4TO wucTtopus 3Ta
Hayayach yK JIaBHO, a TENEPh K KOHITY KJIOHUTCHI.

Xorena Obuto Haraness bopucoBHa yCIOKOMTH €€ TEM, 4YTO
MIEPErOBOPHUT C €€ OpaToM, Ja 1modosiiack, 3a cedst modosIach, HUUETO e He
CKa3aja, a pemmiach TOJIBKO HENPEMEHHO MEeperoBopuTh ¢ HUM. Ciydaii
npencraBuics ckopo. OHa Obla MpUIIallieHa BO ABOPEIl HA Beuep, U XOTh
4acTO OTKa3blBaJlaCh OT TMOJOOHBIX NPHUDIAIICHUM, HO Ha JTOT pa3s
pemuiack exarb. llepBbIii  KOHTpJaHC TaHIleBajia oHa ¢ ViBaHoMm
AJlekceeBHYEM.

— Cxaxxu Ha MUJIOCTb, KHSI3b, UTO ATO Y BaC C CECTPOIO BCE HEJAJIbI
TaKue, 3a 4TO OHA Ha TeOsl cepauTcs?

— Ox, gaBHO 3T0, Haranmbss bopucoBHa, HEHaBUASAT OHU MEHS BCE
ZI0OMa, HY U CECTPa TOXKE JIFOTBIM BParoM CBOUM CUUTAET... A KaKOU XK€ 5 €1
Bpar? Hukakoro 311a eil He kelaro!

— K3 IBaH, OTBETH MHE ThI CYLLYIO MPABAY, BEPHO JIX 3TO WU HET,
YTO ThI XOYEIllh HACUJILHO €€ BBIJIATh 3aMYyX 3a rocyaaps’?

KHs13b B31pOrHYI U Jaxe mooJeHes HeMHOTO.

— Kto Tebe ckazain, rpaduns?

— KT0 OBl HU CKa3aj, BU/HUIIb, 3HaK0. 3a4e€M Thl 3TO Oepellb Ha cesl,
kHs13b MIBaH? Hexopoliio, 1 He kjana s oT TeOs TaKoro Jea.



— Hy, tak Oyany s ¢ TOOOH roBopuTh mo Ayiie, Kak mnepea borom
WCTUHHBIM. Buaniie nu uro, Haranes boprcoBHa: 3aayMalii Mbl IaBHO YK
ATO JEJO W TOYHO, YTO MHE MEPBOMY MPUIILIA MBICIHL TaKas;, BEIb TOXKE
YeJIOBEK sI, JyMall pOa CBOW BO3BBICHTH, a TEMEpPh M XOTeN Obl Ha3zaid, Ja,
MPaBo, HE MOT'Y 51 3TOT0, TEHEPH YK HE B MOUX PyKax 3TO AEJIO.

— W 310 mpaBaa, 3T0 BEPHO, YTO Thl HE YTOBAPUBAECUIb rOCYAAPS?

— Hu ogHuM cioBOM HE yroBapuBaro, J1a U, IOCYIU camMa, 3a4EM MHE
3TO Tenepb? Benb s onuH cTan, Bce poJHbIC MPOTUB MEHS. BOH cama Tkl
3HaEIlb, YTO CECTPA HEHABUJIUT, — BEJb €CJIU 3TO CIYYUTCS, €CIIU IOCYIaph
0OBEHYAETCsI C HEI0, TAK KaKOro 100pa MOTY s JKJ1aTh OT Hee?!

— Ho B TakoM ciydae Thl JIOJKEH C/IeNaTh BCe, YTOOBI TOMENIATh. . .

— Ox, HE MOTy § 3TOr0, — MEYAIBHO NMPOroBopui MBan AsiekceeBuy,
— rocyaapb Mo—IpexXKHEMY MEHS JTIOOUT, HO HE BO MHE OJTHOM TETeph CHIIA.
JIxo0uT OH M OTIIa MOETO, /1a, MOXET, MOOOJIbIIE, YeM MeHs. VX MHOTO, OHH
JIIOM XUTPbIE, MEHS YK HE pa3 MepexXuTpsiIu, MHE C HUMU HE OOpPOThCS, Ja
W HAJ0EJI0 ATO TaK, YTO U CKa3aTh He Mory. I[lycTh Tam NeNaroT, 4TO XOTST,
MHE-TO 4TO J10 3Toro? Hy, mycTh BOOpYyXaroT IPOTUB MEHS rocyaaps. YUty
OT BCEro, HE pa3 rOBOPWII UM ITO, YWY, YTOO MEHS TOJIbKO OCTaBWJIU B
nokoe. He Tor s cram B mocieaHee BpeMs: YTO JIIOOMJI MpExKIE —
pasiioOuia, 4YTo MaHWIO K cebe U pajgoBalio0 — TENepb HEHYXHbBIM
KaXKeTcHl. ..

Tem 1 moKOHUMIICS pa3roBop y HuX. YBuaena Haranes boprucoBHa, 4To
TSDKENIO Ha JyIIE y €€ Apyra, yBUIElIa OHa TOXKE, YTO COBCEM 3aITyTAJICS OH
B CETAX JOMAIIHUX U HE XBAaTA€T €My CUJIbl U3 HUX BHIOpATHCSI.
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Nwmneparop yBepsin Octepmana U MOJI0J0ro Joiaropykoro, 4to BOT OH
TOJIBKO TIOOXOTHUTCS HEMHOIO, Iompomaercas ¢ MOCKBOIO M yener B
[TerepOypr. Ho stomy mpomiansio W KoHia He Obuio. IIpoxomunu nHu u
JaXe MECSLBI, & UMIIEPATOp BCE MPOLIAJICA: C yTPa 3alpsraiv EMy SKUIIAK,
U KHA3b Allekceld [puropbeBHY yBO3WJI €r0 B CBOKO NOJIMOCKOBHYIO, IJIE
OHM TMPOBOJWIM, WHOTJA BJIBOEM TOJbKO, Lenble OHU. Kakue 3a0aBbl
BBIJIyMbIBaJ ISl CBOEU KEpPTBBI AJiekcer | puroppeBUd, HaM HEU3BECTHO.
Ho, BugHO, 3TN 320aBBl OBUTIM Pa3HOOOPa3HbI, OHU COBEPILEHHO 3aBJICKAIN



¥ OTyMaHuBaJii OeHOro Houry. OH BO3Bpallajcs JOMOW YTOMIIEHHBIN, HO
Ha JIpyroe yTpO OMSATh MOBTOpsJiach Ta e wuctopus. Jlonaro OGopocs
Kpenkui opranusMm IleTpa ¢ 3TOM HEHOPMAJIBHOM KWU3HbIO, HO HHKAKOU
(U3UYECKON CHIIBI HE MOTJIO XBaTUTh HaoiaT0. M BOT mMmieparop To U eJo
HavaJl IPOCTYKAThCsl, MHOTJA JTHS HA TPHU, HA YETHIPE JIOKUIICS B TIOCTEIb U
He MOr nogHATecs. [Ipupona nenana nocinegHue yCUins: UMIIEPATOP OYEHb
BBIPOC, BO3MY»ajl HEOOBIKHOBEHHO, OH TENeph, JNCUCTBUTEIBHO, Ka3ajcs
COBCEM B3POCJIbIM, C(HOPMHUPOBABIIUMCS YEJIOBEK. JIUIIO ero mepeMeHmI0Ch
HEY3HABaE€MO: JIETCKas HEXXHOCTh JJABHO MCue3ja, IVla3a He ObLIM yX Tak
cBeTnbl U npekpacHbl. Cectpa Harama mnakana Obl Tenepb TOPbKUMU
cie3aMM, eciaud 0 Morjia BUAETh Opara, Iiakaja Obl erie Oosblie, eciu 0
MOTJIa 3HaTh, YTO OH YK IMOYTH T03a0BUT €€, YTO €ro CTPAIIHOE TOpeE,
KOTOPO€ BCEX TaK Hamyraio, mpouuio OeccieaHo. OKpyKarolue Toau, y
KOTOPBIX €II€ OCTAaBAIACh COBECTh, C YKACOM NOMBIIUISIJIM O TOM, 4YTO
roToBUT Onu3koe Oyaymiee. Ilpu gBOpE TOJNBKO M TOJIKOB OBLIO, YTO O
nocrynkax KHs3s Ajekces Jlomropykoro ¢ kommnanueid. CoBceM Yk H
OKOHYATEIbHO 3aBJAJICId OHU HMIIEPATOPOM, COBCEM OTIAIWIA €ro OT
necapeBHbl EnuzaBersl, or OcTepmaHa, OT BCEX, KTO MPEXKIE €My ObuI
JIOpOr U KTO MOI' UMETh Ha HEro xopoiiee BiusiHue. s kaxmaoro Oblia
ACHA LEJb TaKWX I[IOCTYNKOB, HEJApOM HAa OXOTaX HEU3MEHHO
MPUCYTCTBOBAIN KHSKHBI J[OJTOpyKHE: CKOPO KOHUHUTCA TEM, YTO OJIHA UX
HUX OydaeT mapckod HeBecTor. CTajo TOBTOPATHCS MEHIITUKOBCKAs
ucropusi, U Bparu JIONTOPyKHMX yTemanau ceds TeM TOJIbKO, YTO JTHU
3aMBICIIbI BCE K€ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB pa3pyuiarbcs, U JJoaropykue npuroToBaT
cebe yuyacTp MeHmukoBbiX. HeHaBUCTh K Asiekcero ['puropbeBuuy U €ro
CEMEICTBY BO3pacTajia C KaXJbIM JHEM HE TOJIbKO B JIBOPILOBBIX cdepax,
HO Jaxe u B Hapoje. Bcem Obuio wu3BecTHo, Kak Jlonropykue
3JI0YyNOTPEOISIIOT CBOMM BJIMSIHUEM, KaK OOUPAIOT Ka3HY, TBOPSAT BCSKHE
HecrpaBeyIMBOCTU. Toiabko 3a oaHoro MBaHa AJjekceeBuua —elie
HAXOJWJIKCh 3aCTYIHUKHU: B BOMCKE €T0 JIFOOWIIH.

Otnyukn rocynaps u3 MOCKBBI, HaKOHEl, CTIM MPUHUMATh
M3YMUTEIIbHBIE Pa3MEphl: MHOIJIA OH ye3Kal BEPCT 3a MATHAECAT, JaKe 3a
CTO M OCTABAJICSI HA OXOTE OOJIbIIIE MECSIIIa.

Anexkcelt Jlonropykuii U3 ce0s BBIXOAUJ, YTO TaK JIOJTO MPUXOIUTCS
€My BO3UTBCA M BCE€ K€ €II€ HE JOCTUraTh HUKAKUX PEIIMTEIbHBIX
pe3yabTatoB.«Hy, 1a y»x 100b10Ch ke s, 100bI0Ch! — MOBTOPSJI OH cede. —
VYx Oymer Karroma ummneparpuiieii; Tak Wik nHave, a aeno cuaenaio». OH



npusbiBail kK cebe Karwomy u HauumHain el BCSKUE BHYIICHUS J1€JIaTh.
CHauana OHa UX MOJ4Ya BBICIYIIMBAJIA, HO B IOCJIEIHEE BPEMS COBCEM OT
pPYK OTOMIACh.

— OXx, netkamu bor Harpagui! — xkpuydan v Tonana HOramMu AJieKcen
['puropreBudy. — Jla 4TO X BBl Bce ¢ yma counumd, uyro jgu? To MBan
[IYNOCTh KaKyHO-HUOY/Ibh BBIKMHET, @ BOT M ThI YIPSIMUTHCS CTalla, 4TO XK
310! OYHUCH, OfTyMaKics, rirymnasi!

Knsxkna Karepuna cBepkana Ha OTLA CBOMMHM YE€pPHBIMH IJla3aMU U
MIOBTOPsUIA OTHO M TO €, YTO HU 32 YTO HE CTAHET OHA HABS3bIBATHCSI.
WNHoW pa3 Tak CTpAIIHO B3IVISTHET, YTO AJieKcel [ pUropbeBUY M CIIOBA HE
HaAWJIEeT, 3alUINAT TOJIbKO, TUTFOHET U YUJIET K cede B cepuax.

— XKena! ITpackoBbsi! — kpuuut oH. — J[a 0OpazyMb Thl J€BKY!

A KHSTHHS TOJBKO IUIEYaMU MTOKUMAET.

«/la moMHO, HET M TYT 4Yero-HuOyab? — JOrajajcs, HAKOHEIl,
Anexkcent I'puroppeBnu. — He 3aBencs M y HOYEHBKM KAKOW ITPEAMET
noctopoHHUN?!«Cripocui oH 00 3TOM KHSTHHIO, a Ta €My U TOBOPUT:

— TouHo, 3aMeuaro s B MOCJIENHEE BPEMS, YTO €CTh ATOT MPEAMET Y
HEe.

— Kro xe, kt0? ['0BOpPH. ..

— Jla BOT, 3TOT (h)paHTUK MOJOJION, IYPUH 1IE€CAPCKOTO MOCIAHHUKA,
Mwuiuiezumo. ..

— Tak 4TO X BBl TOJIOBY C MEHS CHAThb, 4TO JiM, XxoTurte? Kak
MpEeXIe-TO Thl MHE 00 9TOM HE TOBOpmia?! — 3akpuyaja B COBEPIICHHOM
apocTu Aliekcen I puroppeBuy.

— Kak xe mMHe ObUIO TOBOPUTH, KOTAA cama sl Toro He 3Hana? Tonbko
YTO 3aMETHJIA, BOT U TOBOPIO.

— A! Tak sro Mumnesumo, — 35100HO 1mentan Jloaropykuii, —
Mumne3umo!.. Hy Tak... Bo—MepBbIX, HOTH €ro He Oy/leT y Hac B JIOME, 3TO
caMo €000, a BO—BTOPBIX, MpOydy s €ro xopomeHbko. Hy, a 4to 1o
JIOYEHbKH, TAK €I1I€ TIOCMOTpUM! ..

On mpu3Bai k cede kasxHYy Karepuny.

— TsI TYyT, TOBOPST, HEMOTPEOCTBA pa3HbIC 3aBOJUTH XOYEIIh — C
aBCTPHUSIKOM aMypUIIbCsA?!

Kusoxna nmobnennena. OHa i HE CKphIBajia OT BCEX CBOETO YYBCTBA U
CBOMX PEIKUX TaWHBIX CBUAAHUHN C MOJIOJIBIM Tpa)oM, — a BOT BCE-TAKH Ke
y3Hau!



— S He 3aBOXKY HHUKaKHX HEMOTPEOCTB, — CTUCHYB 3yObl, BCS JIPOXKa,
MPOTrOBOpHUIJIA OHA, — a KaObl U 3aBeJia YTo, Tak KTo ToMy BUHOIO? ThI cawm,
Oariolika, MEHSI YYMIIb BECTH ce0si HE Tak, KaKk I0J00aeT YeCTHOU
JIEBYIIIKE.

Aunekcent [ puropbe€BuY KMHYICS K 10YEPH C MOAHATHIMU KyJIAKaAMH, HO
CIIOXBATHJICS, YAEPIKAJICS, U TOJIBKO IIISIZEN HA HEE C HEHABUCTHIO.

— Hy, 4ro x, Oatromka, Oeil MeHs, Oe¥, TOrma, MOXET, s Kparie
caenaroch... Moxer, OoybIlle HA MEHS, OWUTYIO, MO3apPUTCS TOCyaaphb; Oeit
MEHsI, BOT s BCSI Mpe]T TOOOO!

U ona, cBepkas razamu, rnoaxojauia K oriry. OHa ero BbI3bIBaJIA.

Bcst kpoBb mojiHUMaNach €My B TOJIOBY, U OH CXKUMaJl KyJaKu, HO BCE
e HE TPOTaJICs C MECTa.

«M Kak 3TO TOJBKO pOASATCS TaKue acmuab»! — myman oH. — Tak Obl
BOT HMCKOJIOTHII €€... a HeJIb3sl, HET, HelIb3s: OyJIeT apCKOW HEBECTOM, OyeT
Hapuiel, NpurnoMHuT. Het, 4to 3To s, — HeIb3sl TaKk TOBOPUTH TEIEPh C
HEIO».

OH caenan Haj CcOOOK YCWIIME: KYJIaKU €ro pazkajuch, C JIHIA
nponajia 3J00HOe BbhIpakeHUe. OH TUXO MOOIMICN K JIOUEPU U TOJOKHUI
PYKY CBOIO Ha IUIEYO €M.

— 3a Koro ke Thl MeHs cuuTaeib, Katroma?! TouyHo, 4TO Thl MEHS
OYeHb paccepauia; BeIAb Thl 3HACIIb, KaK 5 JIFOOII0 TeOs, 0 TeOe BCSA MOS
3a0ota. 1 TOIIHO MHE, YTO ThI HE XOYEIIh MOHSATH ATOTO, YTO Thl OCKHUIIIb OT
CBOETO cuacThsi. Benb eciu 51 U cepKycCh Terepb, TaK HE Ha TeOsI, TOMMU ThI,
JIUTSI HEpa3yMHOE, a Ha TO, YTO Thl BOT ce0e ruOeib XOUelllh MPUTOTOBUTS.

— IlpurotoBito rudenb cebe, TaK TBOUMHU Ke pyKamu! — MpadyHo
nporoBopuia kKHsbkHa KarepuHa u BBIIUIA OT OTLA TaK BEJIUYECTBEHHO,
B3IVISIHYJIA HA HETO TaK IPO3HO, TAK CBBICOKA, UTO €MY MOKAa3aJioCh, OyATO
OHAa U BIIPAMb YK€ €r0 TOCyJapbIHs, a OH €€ MO/IIaHHbBI.

«Ho Benb Hemnb3s Ke, HENb3s )K€ OCTaBUTh 3TO AEN0! — AyMall OH. —
HyxHo kak-HHOyAb CBEpPHYTH WICIO MPOKIATOMY MMIIIE3UMO, HYKHO
yIaduTh, 4TO0 M AYXy €ro 3/1eCh He ObLIO, JAa Kak 3TO CAENaTh, K 4eMy
npusparbesi? Beap y MalBuMIIKM 3TOrO TOXKE CHJIA HEMaJlasik — IIYPUH
rpada bparucnara! 3a Hero 3acTymsITCSA U IPyrue HHOCTPAHHBIC MUHUCTPHI,
TaKyl0 UCTOPUIO MOJHUMYT, UTO U HE pacxiieOaelib... A BCE K TaKHU HYKHO
nonbiTatbes». Ciyyall MONBITaThCS CKOPO  MPEJCTABUIICA — AJIEKCEIO
['puropreBuuy.



Bepctel 3a uderbipe or MockBbl rpad BparucnaB HaHsin cebe mis
OXOTBl Y4YacTOK Jieca. Kak-To BbIEXaJl OH pPaHO YTPOM C MOJIOABIM
Musne3uMo noOXOTUThCS. EXany OHM B DKHUITAXKE, C PYKbIMH 3a IJIEYAMM,
U MPUIUIOCH MPOE3KATh UM MUMO jaoMa KHs3s Jonropykoro. OH ObLT Yy
ceOst 1 yBUaeNI uX. BHe3amHas MBICIb NPHIILIA €My B TOJIOBY — «HY TaK
MOTO/M K, IOTOJIN!» — MIENTAa OH.

UM BOT 30BeT OH K cele ABYX I'peHajiep cBoel reapauu (y Hero Obuia yx
Y CBOSI IBapidsi) U CIEIIHO OTJAET UM KaKue-TO NpukazaHus. ['peHanepsl
OTIPABISAIOTCS 0  HANpPaBJICHUIO TMpPOEXaBIIEro skunaxa rpada
bparucnasa.

OXOTHUKHM Yy ONYIIKM J€ca BbUIE3NIM W3 DKUMAKA U YIIIyOUIIUCh B
yaury. Bor ckopo pasmaics BBICTpEN, IOTOM APYIOM, TPETUH, IOTOM B
HECKOJIBKMX CTax luarax omsaTh BbICTpen. JlBa rpeHanepa [lonropykoro
KUHYJINCH B Ty YaIly Ha BeIcTpenbl. CMOTpsT, ipea Humu rpad Bparucnas.

«Het, 310 HE TOT, — mENYeT OAWMH APYIOMYy, — 3TOTO OCTaBUM,
TIOWJEM B Ty CTOPOHY».

W onu nocnemmim tyaa, rae 0bu1 Musiesumo. OH CTOsUT 3a IEPEBOM U
OCTOPOXKHO MPULEIMBAJICS B NITULLY. Pa3zgancs BeICTpe, NTHLIA BCIIOPXHYIIA,
cAenana HECKOJIbKO JABMIKEHHM B BO3IYyXE M ymajia, Kak KaMEHb, B TPABY
ryctyto. I B 3Ty € caMyl MHUHYTY YEThIPE KPENKUX PYKH CXBATHIH
Muiuie3numo 3a Iieuu.

— Yt0 3T0, YTO? — M3YMJICHHO OOEPHYJICS OH.

Ilepen HUM nBa rpeHazepa, U KpPErKo AEpkKaT OHU €ro 3a PyKH U HE
BBIITY CKalOT.

— OcraBpre! UTo Takoe? — JIOMaHbIM PYCCKHUM SI3BIKOM CIPOCHII OH
UX.

— A TO, 4TO OT €r0 UMIEPATOPCKOTO BEINYECTBA HE TPUKA3AHO 31ECH
OXOTHUTBCS, a MPHUKA3aHO BCEX, KTO CTPEJSAET, CXBaTblBaTb U BECTH K €r0

BEJINYECTBY.
— MoxeT, 3T0 M Tak, — OTBedyas Musie3uMo, cooOpaxkas, 4To
BBIIJIO TOJBKO HEIOPA3YMEHUE, — HO BCE K€ MEHS Bbl HE CMEETE TPOTaTh,

s KaBayiep uMmIneparopckoro MmuHuctpa. K romy ke, 3Ta necHas g1aya HaHsTa
MOMM LIYPUHOM, U sl UMEIO BCSKOE MPaBO 3/1€Chb OXOTUThCS. OCTaBbTE XK€
MEHS B IIOKOE, UIUTE CBOEU JOPOTOM.

Ho rpenanepsl He ciymanucb. CaMbIM OeCUEPEMOHHBIM 00pa3om
CKPYTHJIA OHU HA3aJl EMY PYKH U MOTALIUIN 32 COOOM.



— Jla mocroiiTe, Kyaa Bbl, HaKOHell! — B30€IIEHHBIN, KpUYajl OH. —
Ecnu BBl MHE HE BEpUTE, €CIIA BBl MEHSI HE 3HAETE, TAK OTBEIMTE CHAdasa K
IPYrOMYy OXOTHHKY, BOH TOT TOXE OXOTHUTCS, CIIBIIINTE BBICTPEIbI, TOI/A
IIOMMETE B YEM JENO.

Ho onu ero He ciymanu u Tammid w3 Jieca. Bor ero skumax; oH
TOBOPUT, YTO MyCKail XOTh OTIIYCTST €ro, OH MoeneT B kapere. OHU U 3TOro
CIyIIaTh HE XOTAT: TallaT €ro mnemkoM. BoT oHm yx B ropome. I'pad
Muiuie3aumo, ¢ KPenKo CBS3aHHBIMU Ha3aJl PyKamu, JOJDKEH UATH MEXKIY
IByMs TpE€HaJepaMu, yTomnas B TpsA3U, NOJKEH UATA MUMO TaylTBAaXThl
JBOpPIIA, OTKYJa Ha HEro CMOTPAT O(UIEpPhl U TBapAusi, UJITU JIO0 CAMOTO
noMa KHsi3s J{onropykoro — BCEro MmMyTH OKOJIO TpEeX BEpCT ObLUIO.
['penamepsl HE OTIyCKAJIM €TO HU HA IIar OT ce0s U TPOMKO pyraimch. [ pad
IIOHUMAJl PYCCKHW S3bIK, NOHUMAJ, YTO 3TO TAKUE PyrareiabCTBa, XYkKE
KOTOPBIX M  BbIAYMaTh HEBO3MOXHO. (CHavama B30OCIICHHBIH |
OCKOpOJICHHBIH, TENeph OH PEIIMICS MOJYaTh U TEPHEIUBO BHIHOCUTH BCE
7T0.«KOHEUHO, celuac BCEe pa3bsICHUTCS, IJIyNble TpeHajepbl OyayT
HAKa3aHbI 32 UX MOCTYIIOKY.

ITogonum k nqomy J{oNropykux, BOT XOpOILIO 3HAKOMBINA €My Caj, BOT
Ta Orpajia, 4epe3 KOTOPYIO MEePEeIie3all OH Ha CBUAAHUS C KHSKHOM. AJIEKCen
JIoNropyknii BBILIENI HA KpPbUIbLO, YBUAEB MMUIIE3UMO, HUCKOJIBKO HE
CMYTHJICSI, HO TMOCIEIIWI OTAaTh I'PEHaJepaM MNPUKA3aHUE Pa3BI3aThb €My
PYKH, JdakKe HE MOKJIOHHUJICS MOJOAOMY Tpady, HE BIyCTHUJ €ro K cede B
ZIOM, TOJIBKO CKa3aJl EMy U3 JIBEpPEU:

— JKasiero, 4To BbI OMAIUCH B 3Ty UCTOPHIO.

— Jla momunyure, KHsI3b, — OTYASTHHO Kpu4all MUILIE3UMO, — YTO K
3TO, HAKOHEI], Takoe? [Ipukaxnure HEMENJIEHHO OTITYCTUTh MEHSI.

— Bac B3su11 110 pUKa3aHuio Haps.

— IIpekpacHO, HO Beap BbI K€ JOJDKHBI IMOHSTh, YTO TYT
HEeZ0pa3yMeHue, MEHsI HUKTO OCKOPOJsTh He cMmeeT. S TpeOyro, 4TOObI BbI
HEMEJJICHHO PacloOpsSAMINCh Haka3aTh 3THX TPyOBIX COJIJIAT, KOTOPbIE HE
TOJIBKO CBSI3aJIM MEHSI, HO JIa)K€ OCKOPOJISIIA U PYTaluCh.

— Her, 1 ux He Hakaxy, — Cyxo orBedasn Jloiropykuii, — OHHU
WCIIOJTHUJIM CBOIO OOSI3aHHOCTh. MHE HEKOrJa roBOPUTh C BaMH, Ipad,
UJIUTE CBOEU JOPOTON.

N xHs13b6 Asiekcelt [ puropbeBrY NOBEPHYICA K HEMY CIUHOIO, BOIIEI B
70M | 3amep 3a coboro aBeph. Conmarsl pa3Bsi3aiu, HaKOHEI, MUIe3uMo
pyKu U cKpbUich. OH ocCTalics OJMH Nepes 3anepTor ABepho. B mepByto



MUHYTY €My XOTEJIOCh BJIOMHUThCS B JOM M TMPOYUYUTh XOPOIIECHHKO
3a3HABIIETOCS BEJIIBMOXY, HO JIBEPh ObLIa 3amepTa Ha KJIt04, U OH TIIETHO B
HEEe CTyYaJcs.

KoneuHo, B TOT e JieHb MOJHSIACh UCTOpUs; MUJIIIE3UMO pacckaszal
060 BceM rpady bparucmaBy. Tor mnpumen B OCMIEHCTBO U Tak
paccTpoMICs, YTO JlaXke TOYyBCTBOBaJ cedsi aypHOo. OH mocian cekperaps
MOCOJIbCTBA K repuory nae—Jlupus cooOmuTh eMy O CIyduBIIEMCS H
MIPOCUTH €T0 MPUHSATHh YYaCTUE B ITOM JIeJIC.

I'epuor ne—Jlupus B CBOXO oOYepenb HEMEJIEHHO OTHPaBUIICS K
OcrtepMany. OH TOJKOBaJ €My O Ba)KHOCTU OCKOPOJICHUSI, HAHECEHHOTO B
auie Muuie3auMo 1ecapckoMy MOCOIBCTBY, O HEOOXOAMMOCTH J1aTh rpady
bparucnaBy Hajiexaniee ylaoBIETBOPEHUE U OKOHYUTH 3TO JEJIO THUXO BO
nzbexanvne nyonmunoctu. Ecim BpartucnaB He OyneT ymoBIETBOpEH, OH
NOMAET Aaybllie, HABEPHOE, a MPUHUMAs BO BHUMAHHE OJM3KOE POACTBO
rocyzaps ¢ LecapeM, MOKHO OXHUJaTh BECbMa HEMPUSATHBIX IMOCIEICTBUM.
OcTtepMaH coOIIacUJICS C T€PIIOTOM, XOPOIIO TMOHSJI, YTO HYKHO BCSYECKHU
yI0BIETBOPUTH rpada bparucnaBa u Musie3umo, gaxe mpexie, 4eM OHU
ATOrO OYIyT TPEOOBATH.

Ot Octepmana repuor ae—Jlupus noexan k MBany Jlonropykomy. Tot
TOK€ HEMEIJIEHHO O0eIas BCE YCTPOWTHh W TOCIal CBOETO CEKpeTaps B
aBCTPUHCKOE TOCOJILCTBO BBIpa3uTh rpady bparucnaBy coxaieHue o
MIPOUCIIEIIEM U YBEPEHHE B TOM, UTO TPEHaJIephl OyAyT CTPOTO HaKa3aHBHI.

Aunekceit ['puropbeBuY IIyno 3aaymMal 3TO JI€JI0, U OHO, KOHEYHO,
HAYEeM HE KOHYWIOCh. Buis, 4TO HHMYEro He BO3BMET, OH CTapajcs
MOBEPHYTh BCE Tak, 4To Musuie3umo Oyaro Obl Ha 3asiBIICHHE T'PEHaIEp O
IIApCKOM YKa3e HE OXOTUThCS Ha paccTosHuu 30 BepcT oT MOCKBBI, clenan
BBICTpEJI HAJl UX FOJIOBAMU, HE TMOMAJI, OISITh HaYal B HUX HNPUIEIUBATHCS U
OOHaXWJ Ha HUX IIHary. JTO OOBSICHEHHE I[IOYEeMYy-TO BAPYr cCTal
noaaepxkuBarb 1 Ocrepman. Uepes neHp repuor ne—JIupus yxe cuurain u
ceOst OCKOpOJICHHBIM, BC€ YyTh HE Mepeccopuiuch. [mymas ucropus
MOJIOKUTENIbHO HaYMHajda TPO3UTh MEPEUTH B MOJUTHUYECKOE COOBITHE.
Haxonen xoe-kak Bce ynaawin. Kus3p Anekceit J[oJropykuii M3BHUHUIICS
nepen rpagom BparucnaBom. OH mpucian B IEeCapcKoe MOCOIBCTBO OT
CBOETO0 HMEHHU Opuraaupa, KOTOPBIM OOBSBWI, YTO KHI3b OECKOHEUHO
COXKaJIeeT O ciayuuBIIeMcs ¢ rpagom Munie3anumo, 4To rpeHaJephl 3a To,
YTO HE OTHECJIMCh K HEMY, BOIIPEKH JJAHHBIM UM IIPUKA3AHUSIM, C JOJKHBIM
MOYTCHUEM, HaKa3aHbl, KaK TOTO 3aCIYXWJW, U YTO HUX HAKAXKYT eIlle



cuibHee, eciu Oyzner yronHo rpady Mwe3sumMo M €clid OH COYTET
HEJIOCTATOUYHBIM YK€ JaHHOEe Haka3zaHue. ['pad Bparucna u Mwuiezumo
MaxHYJIM Ha BCE PYKOM M NMOKOHYMIM Jesio. CiaeacTBUEM €ro ObUIO TOIBKO
To, yto Kartoma Jlonaropykast y>x He MOIJIa paCCUMTHIBATh BCTPETUTD Y CEOsI
B JIOM€ CBOET0 BO3JIIOOJIEHHOTO: KOHEYHO, EMYy Telepb HE MPEICTaBIsIOCh
HUKAKOW BO3MOXKHOCTU MOSABIATHCS K Jonropykum. OH ycnen 000 Bcem
Hamucarb €i, 1 OHa CcTalla elle Pa3Apa)KUTEIbHEE U C HECKPHIBAEMBIM YXKe
HEroZIOBaHWEM [JIsifieda Ha OTHa cBoero. Tojlbko O TOM W Jymana OHa
Terneph, YTo0 Kak-HUOynb yoexxarb u3 qomy. Eciu Obl qpyroit Obl1 xapakTep
y MoJi010r0 Musie3umMo, 3To Obl U CIIYYMUIIOCh HEMTPEMEHHO, HO OH HE YMeEN
HUYEro YCTPOUTh, & MOXKET OBITh, U TPYCHIL.

117

[Ipouuto nero 1729 roga. Hactynuia oceHb, HEHACTHAsA, XOJIOAHAS.
Nmneparop easa moka3bIBAJICS B TOPOJE HA JIEHb, IPYTOM U CHOBA ye3XKaJ C
Honropykumu. Teneps on moexan Ha CeryHb, BepcT 3a 20 or MOCKBBI.
IToexan ¢ omHuMu JlonropykMumu U HE BO3Bpamaercs. Mecdn npouien u
IPYTrOM HA4YaJics, a €ro BCE HET.

MuHUCTPHI ¥ MPOYNE CAaHOBHUKHU 0€3 Tocynapsi TOKE YXOAST OT Jel,
KUBYT Ha jJadax, otabixatoT. B BepxoBHom CoBere aena 3amyuieHbl
CTpamrHo, Xajod He obepemibcs. MHOTMM HE BBIIAIOT JKaJOBaHbBS,
HEBEJOMO Ky/1a U3 Ka3HbI IPONAJIat0T JCHbIH.

Ho Bot ocens. Henorona Bcex BepHylia B ropofl, a rocyaapsi BCE HET;
MHOTHE Ja)K€ HAaBEPHOE HE 3HAIOT, I71€ OH. ABOCh, XOTA KO JTHIO POXKICHUS
cBoero BepHeTcs. K »3ToMy JHIO JenaroTcsi OOJbIKME MPUTOTOBICHUS,
3aroToBIICH (eepBepK, 00ea POCKOIIHBIA BO aBopie. Ho mmmeparop He
BEpHYJCSA — Tak 0Oe3 Hero u ornpazaHoBaiu. [lo Bcemy ropomy Obuia
3aXKEHA WLTFOMUAHAIUS.

Ha obGene BO ABOplie HAXOAWJINCh BCE CAHOBHUKUA W WHOCTpPAHHBIE
MHUHUCTPBI. Poiib X03s1Ha pa3birpeiBall OcTepMaH, a UMIIEPATOPCKOE MECTO
ObL10 TycTO. TOJMIBKO MPUTOTOBIEHHBIN (peiiepBepk HE COXKIIIA B ATOT JICHbD,
a OCTaBWJIM JJISL IPYTOrO Cydasl.

Crpamssiii ponoT noaHsics no Mockse. BceM, HakoHel, SICHO CTalo,
YTO BCE 3TO 3HAYMUT, OTUYETO HE BO3Bpamaercs nMmneparop. KoneuHno, KHs3b



Anekceld [pUropbeBHY TOMY €IMHCTBEHHOW NPUYMHOM: OH PEBHYET
rocyaapsi KO BceM, OOUTCA MOTEPSITh €ro pacroiokeHue, OOUTCs, YTO
KTO-HUOY/Ib HAaroBOpUT Ha Hero. OH, HABEPHOE, TENEPh KEHUT UMIIepaTopa
Ha CBOEU J104YepH; OHA ¢ HUMHU HA CEeTyHM M HUKOTO, KpoMe JlOIropykux,
TaM HeT. BepHble m0AM TOBOPSAT, UTO yXKe Opak ATOT JAEN0 PEUICHHOE;
HaBEpPHOE, UMIIEpaTop BepHETCs B MOCKBY YK€ >KEHaTbIM: UX OOBEHYAeT
POCTOBCKHUM apXUEIUCKOIL.

Bce ybexmaaeT B ToM, 4TO 3aTeeHHOE JloJTOpyKUMU JI€JI0 HE CETOIHSI—
3aBTpa coBepmnutTcs. O4EBUIHO, YTO BO ABOPLE MTPUTOTOBISIOTCSA K YEMY-TO
HEOObIKHOBEHHOMY. (CO BCEX CTOPOH CrOHSIIOT TMOPTHBIX W 33Jal0T UM
cnemHy pabory. Hukakoro TopkecTBa $SBHOTO HE HPUTOTOBISETCA,
CJIeI0BAaTENIbHO, HABEPHOE OBITH CBAJIbOE.

Ponor caHOBHMKOB M IPUABOPHBIX BO3pacTaeT. Bece Tenepp HEHaBUAAT
JloJropyknx, HU OJHOTO JApyra HET Yy HHUX, W IIyIIE BCEX HEHABHUINT MX
OcrepMmaH.

HecMoTpst Ha BCIO CBOIO XUTPOCTh M YMEHHE JIAJUTh CO BCEMH, HA
BBICOKOE MHEHHE O HeM Ajekces [ puropreBHYa, OH TENEPh BUIUT, YTO
Jlonropykue 000NN €0, YTO OH OKOHYATEIBHO MOTEPSI BCE CBOE BIUSHUE
Ha UMIIEPATOPA, U €CIIH €IlI€ HE CIIUXHYJIH €r0 ¢ MECTa, TO TOJBKO MTOTOMY,
4YTO HYX€H paboTHHUK. J[enaTh Heuero — pabotaeT AHapeit MIBaHOBUY, HU
BO YTO CTApAETCSA HE MEIIAThCS, OT BCEX CKPBITHUYAET.

Yacro k HEMY 3ae3xkaeT repuor Jae—JIupus, nepemaer To TOT, TO APyTron
CIIyX M CMYILIaeTCsl BUAUMBIM paBHoLyIHeM OcTepMana.

— Jla Benp monummaere, 0apoH, — ropsuutcs ne—Jlupus, — Benb
Terepb HUYEM HE MPEIOTBPATHILb 3TOr0 HEHABUCTHOTO Opaka, a C 3TUM
OpakoM KoHell BceMmy; B [leTepOypr yk He BEpHYThCHA. . .

— Jla 4ro xe Tenepp Aenarb?! — noxumaer miedyamu OctepmaH. —
K TOoMy ke, HET HU4Yero BEpHOro.

— IlomunyiTe, Kak HE BEPHO; BEIb TOBOPSAT BOT TO-TO U TO-TO. K TomMy
XKe, s 3Haw, 4To y JloNropykux B JOME TOXKE B KaXXIOM KOMHATE IIO
HECKOJIBKY IIBEH CUIUT; 3allacaroTCsi MHOKECTBOM HapsAnoB. Bor BbI ke
TOBOPUTE, YTO KPEMJIEBCKAM JBOPEIl OTACNBIBACTCA C BEIMYAUIINM
BEJINKOJIENMEM. Tak Kak )Ke HET HUYEro BEPHOro.

— 4 He npo 1o, — MemeHHo oTBeyaetr Ocrepman. — [IpuroroBiieHus
JIEJIaI0TCsl OYeHb OOJIbIIIME W TaHO U SIBHO, J1a Belb U Y KHs351 MEHIIMKOBa
BCce OBLIO FOTOBO, U YK€ U B KaJEHAaph 3aKa3all OH 3alucarb UMEHA U JHU
POXKJIEHUS BCEX NIEPCOH CBOETO JI0OMa, a €II€ HE BBILIEN ITOT KAIEHAAPh U3



Me4yaTHH, KaK TOT ke MEHIITMKOB U BCE MEPCOHBI €ro JJoMa ObLIX MO JA0pPOre
B bepe3os.

— Hy na... KoOHe4HO, 51 He COMHEBAIOCh, UTO JlOJArOpyKre KOHYaT Tak
Xxe. ..

N repuor me—Jlupus cnemmt Kk cebe moapoOHO oTmHcarh 000 Bce
CBOEMY IPAaBUTEILCTBY.

A 3a 20 BepcT oT MOCKBBI, B ’KUBOIMCHON MECTHOCTH, Ha Oepery pexku
CeTyHHM, BO3BBIIIAIOTCS HOBBIE HEOOBIYANMHO OBICTPO  BO3HUKIIIKE
MOCTPOUKHU. [ ocynaps nupyer tam ¢ JJOJropykumMu U HE 3aMEUacT, WU He
XO4eT 3aMETUTh, KaK JUKO, HEBO3MOXXHO >HW3Hb HuJeT y Hux. Jla u
JNEUCTBUTEILHO, TPYAHO MOHSTH, 4YTO TaM Takoe TBopuTcsa. Kuszp MBan Ha
ce0st He TIOXOXK CHENAJICS, MPadeH, IPYTon pa3 Mo MEJIbIM THIM 3aupaeTCs
B CBOEM KOMHate, MonuTcs. Ecnu Obl 3ax0Tenn, OH MOT OBl OJTHUM CIIOBOM,
MOXKET OBITh, CLIACTH UMIIEpaTopa OT yrpoXKaroliei eMmy rubenu, HO OH He
TOBOPUT ATOTO CJIOBA. XBaTHJIO Y HETO CUJIbI, XBaTUJIO XapakTepa Moo0eauTh
CBOM CTPacTH, CBOU KEJaHHWs, a HE XBAaTaeT CWJIbI, HE XBaTaeT XapakTepa
BOCCTaTh MPOTHUB OTIA, NPOTUB pOAHU. VMHON JIeHh MO HECKOJbKY pa3
MPOCUTCS OH, YTOOBI OTHYCTWJ €ro B MOCKBY HUMIIEpaTop, Jla TOT HE
MyCKAaeT.

Kusoxkny Karepuny He mouMenlb HUKaK: TO CHIWT OHA U MO LEIbIM
yacaM HE TOBOPUT HM C KEM HHU CJIOBa, TO BAPYI BCIBIXHET BCs, IJia3a
3aropATcsi, OHa OKUBUTCS M CMEETCS, M UIYyTHUT, U 3a0aBJIsIET UMIIepaTopa,
MOET €My, UTpaeT ¢ HUM B KapThl. llepen oThe3n0M Ha 3Ty MOCIEAHIONO
OXOTy Hamucajia OHa MUChbMO MuIUIE3UMO, MHUCHMO, OOJIUTOE CJIE3aMH.
[Tucana emy, 4TO €ciiv TENEph HE CHACET OH €€, OHAa, BEPHO, ITOTMOHET, YTO
OH JIOJDKEH, HE MEIKasi, sIBUThCS M YBE3TH €€ W3 Jomy. I[lpormien neHsb,
JPYroii, OTBETa HUKAKOrO HE ObUIO OT Muiie3numMo, U BOT YBE3JU €€ Ha
Cerynb. OcTaBasch OfHA, B THUIIMHE CBOCW CHaJbHU, 4aCTO IJIAYET OHA U
JIOMAET PyKH.

«Hert, BUIHO, HE JIIOOUT OH MEHsI, HE CyMmel cractu BoBpems. U uro
3TO 32 4enoBek, boxke moit! Uto 3a yenoek? DTo Tpsinka kakas-to! He
J00UTH, a Ipe3upaTh MHE ero Hajio. Jla u pa3mo0it0, 1 BOZBHEHABUXKY €TO0,
Y Ha3JI0 eMy cJieliaro Bce!»

Ho BcriomuHaeT ona moiioforo rpada, BCIIOMUHAET KaXKJA0€ €ro CJIOBO
U KaKAbld B3I ero. Kak HasiBy MOBTOPSIIOTCS MEpPE]l HEH JETCKU—
HEBUHHbICE M OECKOHEUHO—MMWJIBIC Yachl THUXOTO C HUM CBUJAHUS, U
YyBCTBYET KHSIKHA, YTO HE MOXET MpPe3uparb €ro, 4ro HE MOXKET



HeHaBueTh. JItoOUT ero ee cepate. M onsiTh OHA TJIa4€T U BCE XKJAET — HE
OyneT nu eil kak-HuOy/Ab CIoJla BECTOUKM OT MHJIOTo jipyra. HapouHo vacto
BBIXOJIUT OHA HA JOPOTY; IYMAET, BOT IBUTCS, BOT YBE3ET €€ U CIPSYET TaK,
YTO HHUKTO HMKOTJa uMX He cbimer. Ho Hukto ee He yBo3ut. Ee 30ByT K
MMIIEPATOPy, & TOT MPOCUT MOUTPATh C HUM B KapThl, U OHA CAJUTCS, U CO
37100B1 Ha CBOETO MUJIOTO HAYMHAET KOKETHUYATh ¢ [leTpom, HEXKHO Ha HETO
JISIETh, CNAIKO €My yabli0aThca. B MHbIE MUHYTBHI MPUXOAUT €A W TakKas
MBICJIb:«a YTO K€, B CaMOM JieJie, pa3Be IypHO ObITh Iapuiiein? Bor
TOTAa-TO OyJET CBOSI BOJISI; BOT TOTAA-TO HUKTO M MUKHYThH MPEIO MHOIO HE
MOCMEET; HajJ BCceMH s Oynay BiacTBoBaTh. OTell CepAuThIN jJa TPO3HBIN
PYKHU Yy MEHS 1IeJI0BaTh Oyznet!»

A tem BpeMeHeM Auiekcer [puropbeBuY AoAenbIBacT cBoe aeno. Bee
CpPEeACTBa, JaXXe CaMble HEMO3BOJIUTENbHBIE, YMOTPEOISIET OH, YTOOBI
3aCTaBUTh UMIIEpATOpA CAENATh MpeokeHne Karwmre: HECKPOMHBIE peun
O HEHW 3aBOIUT, BOCXBAIAET KPACOTY €€, Bce €€ mpenectu. Mmmeparop yxe
JIaBHO MepecTayl ObITh peOEHKOM, OH YK€ JaBHO MPHUBBLIK IIEHUTh KPacoTy
KEHCKYIO M HYXXJAThCs B €€ OJIM30CTH, & TyT HUKOTO HET, KPOME KHSIKHBI
Kartomm, 1 4yTh HE KaxIyl0 MUHYTY €My TOBOpSAT O Heil... I coBcem
Oecco3HaTeIbHO HaYMHAET B HEE BIVISABIBATHCA MUMIlepaTtop. Emy eie u B
rOJIOBY HE MPUXOIUT MBICIL O BO3MOXHOCTH Opaka C HEK, HO OH YXe
BUIUT B HEM XOPOIICHBKYIO JICBYIIIKY 1 HAYMHAECT TIOHUMAaTh U YyBCTBOBATb,
YTO CTOUT €My TOJIbKO MPOTSIHYTh PYKH K HEHl, 4TOObI B3sTh €e. Ero yxe
OpUYYUTId HE IIEPEeMOHUTHCS; 3a o0egaMu W yXHHaMu AJeKceu
['puropbeBuY COOCTBEHHOPYYHO IMOJIMBAECT €My BUHA KPETKOTO, U MYTUTCS
rosioBa y OemHoro roHomu. CoBceM Mpuiia €My IMOrudenb, HUKTO He
CAJIUTCS HaJ HUM, HU OJTHOM POJTHOU IYILIH BOKPYT HET.

Bor 3apancs neHb TakOW HEHACTHBIM, BETPEHBIW JIOXKJIMBBIM, 4YTO
HUKAaK HEJIb3s MOOXOTUThCSA. C yTpa BCE CHUIAT 3alepiinch. TOIMBKO 4YTO
nmoooemann. OO0ex ObUI OOMJIBHBINM, BHMHA MHOIO BBIIWINA. B JIMHHOM
Kpeciie MPOTAHYJICA HMMIIEPATOP; BO3JE€ HETO Ha TAaKOM XK€ Kpecie B
rpauro3Hor mno3e KHspkHa Karwooma; Tyt xe Anekcen [puropseBud u
[TpackoBbst FOpbeBHa.

Opnoro kHs3s MBana Hetr. He To npemiercs, HE TO Tpe3UTCA 4TO-TO,
He To Hemoxkercs [leTtpy AnekceeBuuy. [1aza camu co6oro cmbikatorcs. Ho
BOT OH OTKPBIBAET UX M BUAMT Iepen codoro Bce Ty ke Karttomry. Tuxo B
KOMHATE, TOJBKO JOXIb CTYUYHTCA B OKHA, Ja JAJ€KO Ha JBOpE JalT
OXOTHUYbH COOAKHU.



Karroma OTKuHyJa TOJIOBY Ha CHMHKY KpECia, MEJIbKOM B3IVISIHYJIA B
rmasa [lerpy u onycTuna nnvHHBIE pecHULBL. Ha 1mekax ee TO BCIBIXUBAET,
1o mnpomamaer pymsHed. I[lomHsima oHa cBow pyky. lllupokuit pykas
aTJaCHBINM OTBOPOTHUJICS; PyKa HEXHas, Oelas U CBEpKArOT Ha HEM Joporue
KAMCHBSI.

— Kakue y Tebs pyku kpacusbie, Karroma! — B momyapemore
ropoput lleTp, omATh 3akpbhIBaeT Ia3a M OIATh UX OTKPHIBAET, U CHOBA
cMOTpUT Ha KaTtommHel pykwu.

Tuxo, HE3aMETHO yXOAUT AJekceil I puropbeBHY € JKEHOK, HUKOTO HET
B KOMHATe.

— Yro e 3710 Bce ynumm? — 3aMmedaer oHoma. — CKy4HO 4YTO-TO,
Kartomia, pacckakxu MHE YTO-HUOY/Ib.

— /Jla Beab 1 MHE TOX€ CKYy4HO, U sI Obl paja, 4ToObl MHE BECEoe
pacckasanu!

— Iloroau, — BAPYT OXKUBIAETCS UMIIEPATOP, — A CEMYAC PACCKAKY
Tebe Beceloe.

OH BCTaer, NOJBUTAET CBOE KPECIO K AEBYIIKE U CAAUTCA PSAOM C
Hero. OH B3 €€ 3a PYKy, pacCMarpuMBaeT €€ JOpOrue Kojbla,
paccMaTpHUBaeT €€ TOHKHUE, HEXKHbIE Maliblibl. BOT mogHec 3Ty pyKy K ryoam,
LEJIYET KaXKbIW MaJIbYUK.

— Yto e — oleman Becesioe pacckazarb, a HE PacCKa3blBAClllb,
rocygapp?! — THXO MPOroBOpPUJIA KHSKHA, HE OTHUMAs PyKH. — OITO
COBCEM HE BECEINO0, YTO MaJbLbl MHE LIEJIyECLIb.

— Tlocroi, morogu. YTto ke pacckaspiBaTh TebOe? — MpsAMO B Ivia3a
B3nIsiHYN eu Iletp. — Hy, BOT 4TO, Kakas Thl XOpPOIIEHbKAS, KAKUE IJIa3a
CllaBHbIC, OOJIBIINE, YEPHBIC, PECHUILIBI JIJTMHHBIC, IEYKU HEXKHBIE, 3yOKU
oenbie. Hy uTo, Beceno 31o?

— Ox, xak ckyuyHo! Bce 310 3Ha10 1aBHO 51 cama, BCE CTapoe.

Cam HE NOHMMAaeT HMMIEPATOp, YTO C HUM Takoe. Brpyr ykacHo
noHpaBuiach eMy Karromra; HUKOTAa erie Tak He HpaBWIach, Kak OyAToO B
IIEPBBIN pPa3 OH €€ BUAUT. EMy y»KacHO X04eTcs MOLEeI0Barh e€.

— Karroa, monenyit MeHsi! — roBopuT OH, eIie OJuke MOJBUTasich K
HEW.

— C yero 310? He cBeblil nmpa3aHUK, ¢ 4ero OyaeM MbI C TOOOHO
XPHUCTOCOBATHCA?

— Jla Hy ke, nouenyu, noxanyicra, pazouek! — npucraert [leTp.

— Hwu 3a uro!



— A, Tak TbI BOT Kak! TbI 3a0bL1a, UTO S TBOM MMIIEPATOP, UTO ST MOTY
MpUKa3bIBaTh T€0OE, a ThI JOJKHA CIYIIaThC.

— A s MOry HEe NOCHyNIaThCsl, — KaIpU3HO CKa3zajla KHSKHA, — S
MpUKa3aHU HUKOTJA HE CIIyIIaloch. BOT eciiu Obl XOPOIIEHBKO MOMPOCHITH
MEH$, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, HY, TOTAA ObI €I1Ie, MOXKET ObITh, TOCITYIIAIaCh.

— Taxk s mpoury Te6s1, Katromia.

— Maio, He Tak.

— Kak e MHe poCcuTh, s U He 3Hato. UTo ke MHE — CTaTh Ha KOJIEHU
nepena 100010, uTo Jin! Xouellb, 1 BCTaHy?

— 3auem 310? Celuac TOBOPWIM, YTO NPUKA3aTh MHE MOXETE, a
Tenepb Ha KOJICHHU. . .

N Bce 6omnpmie u 60mbine HpaButcs [lerpy Karroma. Eme Ommke oH k
HEW MPUIIBUTAETCS; BOT B3sUT YK€ 00€ €€ PyKH, CTaj Mmepe]] HeI0 Ha KOJICHU
¥ OOHSUT €€ 3a IICIo, IPUTSAHYI ee K cebe, nemyer. OHa oTBOpauMBaeTcs, a
OH IIENyeT elne kpemnde. Bapyr ero caMoro KTo-to 0OHUMAET, KTO-TO U €T0
nenyer. OH oOepHyNCs, BCTaJ C KOJIEH WU BUIUT — KHA3b AJleKcei
['puropbeBud Becb B clie3ax, a caMm ynblOaeTcs; 3a HuM IlpackoBbs
FOpbeBHa Toxe criemut o0HATh umneparopa. Kusase Anekceit I puroppeBud
cxBaruil pyKy IleTpa kpenko moruenosan ee.

«Tak uto xe 310? — nymaerca [lerpy. — S xnan, yTo OHU OpaHUTH
OyayT MeHs 3a MOIO BOJBHOCTH ¢ Karromieit, a oHM TOYHO Oiaromaputh
coOuparorcs, paabl!»

— AX, rocymapp MOW MWJIOCTUBBIM, Ballle HMMIEPATOPCKOE
BEJINYECTBO! — COCTPOMB PANOCTHYIO U B TO K€ BpEMSI PACTPOTaHHYIO
MUHY ¥ BbDKHMMas U3 IJ1a3 cje3bl, HaunHaeT Asekcen ['puropreBud. — Kak
yK€ U pajoBarhbcsi, He 3Hat0. CyacTHe Takoe BEJIMKOe IpuBaiuio, bora
OJarofapuTh HE YMEIO 3a TaKyro MUJIOCTh. OHO TOJIBKO MOTY CKa3aThb TeOe,
rocyziapb Moi, — OyzieT oHa Te0e I00poit )KeHOM. YK Tak oHa TeOs JTOOUT,
YTO M CKa3aTb HEBO3MOXHO... /[[aBHO MbI ¢ kHsruHEN [IpackoBbel mpo 3TO
3HaeM, Jla MOJYaji, COKPYIIAINCh TOJBKO Ha Hee, OenHyto, misias. Hy, Bot
U JIOKAaIUCh paaocTu!..

Kus3p Auiekcelr cHOBa KHUHYJICS OOHHMMAarh HMIIEparopa, OBICTPO
CXBaTHJI €r0 PyKY, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 He IMOLIEJIOBAJI, a BJIOKUJ B PYKY KHSKHBI
Karromm u nepxan ux Kpemnko, Apyrou pykou kpecrs Ilerpa.

— brnarocnasisito Te0si, ToCcyiapb BEJIMKUM, JOporoil ceiH Moil. Cam
3Haelllb BCIO JIIDOOBL MOIO K T€O€, a Tenephb, KaXKeTCs, eIle OOJIbIIe JTIOOUTh
Oyny. Bcro ayiny cBoto 3a T€0s moJ10KY. barociaioBu v Thl MX, KHATHHS.



N xusarunsa IlpackoBesi FOpheBHA TOXE MOAXOAUT, TOXKE OOHUMAET
MMIIEpaTopa 1 J04b, KPECTUT UX U UTO-TO LICTYET.

Hu cnosa He BeiroBopun Ilerp, Hu cnoBa He BbIMONBMIIA U Karroma.
Ona Obuta OnenHa, Kak CMEPTh, BIIPYT 3apbljalia U BblOekKana U3 KOMHATHI.
BwmecTo Hee aBuinch octanbHbie Jlonropykue u kH3b FiBaH Toxke.

— CblH, 11037IpaBb rocyaaps, oH xeHux Hamen Kartommu.

WBan orsizien Bcex 0e3yMHBIMU TJIa3aMHU.

— Tak nu 310, IpaBaa v 3T0? — 0OpPATUIICS OH K UMIIEPATODPY.

ToT MpadyHO ONyCTHJICA B KPECIIO U HE MOT HUYETO OTBETUTH. ['0110Ba
€ro Kpy>XWiach, cCaM OH HE NOMHWJ MOTOM, KaK B PYKE €ro O4yTHJIACh
30J10Tasi CTONKA U KaK OH BBIIMWJI €€ 10 JTHA, & 3aTEM BBIITWJI €LIE U EIIE.

— IlpaBma nu, npaBaa JKM? — cCHpamIMBaeT KHsI3b [BaH, Kpemnko
CTUCKHBasi CBOMMHU XOJOJHBIMU, IPOKABIINMHU PyKaMU PyKy UMIIEpaTopa.

— Buaums, uro npasna, — cinabo otBeTua emy llerp.

bosbiie OH HUYEro y>K HE IOMHMJI. Y HETO 3aKPYy’KWJIach TOJI0Ba HE TO
OT BMHA, HE TO OT BOJIHEHUS. Ero OepeXHO CHECNIM B CHANBbHIO, Pa3Aeiid U
VIIOXKHIIH.

v

[IpocHyBIIMCh Ha CieAyIOIEe yTPO, MUMIEPATop JOJITO cooOpakall,
YTO ¢ HUM OBUIO HakaHyHe. bel1o 4TO0-TO, 0OUeBUAHO, ObLTI0. OH YyBCTBYET
TSHKECTh KaKyHO-TO, KaK-TO HEJIOBKO y HETO Ha JyIIe — HEMPEeMEHHO OBLIO
YTO-TO BaXHO€ W Hexopoiiee. M1 BOT OH BCe NPUIIOMHMI, CEPALIE €ro
OOJIE3HEHHO CXaJloCh, U €My CTaJI0 BIAPYT HEBBIHOCHUMO Tskeno, U bor
3HAET, YTO ObI Jaj OH, JIUIb Obl HE OBUIO PTOTO HECUACTHOTO BUEPAIIHETO
JTTHS.

— Jla Heyxenu Henb3a Bce 310 nepenenarb! TyT ommOka, yxacHas
ommnbOka. OH BOBCE HE XOYET JXCHHUTHCSA, OH BOBCE HE JIIOOMT KHSKHBI
Honropykoii. Jla u 4TO ke, pa3Be cKazajl OH €i 4To-HHOyJb Takoe? Passe
MPOCHJI €€ BBIWTH 3a Hero 3aMmyk? Huuero takoro He roBopuit oH. YUto xe
TAKOE BCE ATO 3HAYMT, OTYETO TAK Cpa3y BCE HAKWHYJIUCH MO3APABISATH €ro?
Ho Beap OH CTOSAN Ha KOJEHSAX MpeE] KHSOKHOK, OOHMMAN €€, MOKPBIBA
nouenysaMu ee meku. Oter 1 Marh BOLLIW, YBUACINW U TOAYMaJIM, YTO OH,



HaBEpHOE, CHEJIaJl €l MPEJJIOKCHUE, NHAUY€ HE CTOsUT Obl Ha KOJICHSX, HE
1ea0Ba Obl.

— Jla xak e cMenu OHM 3TO MOAYyMaTh! — BBIPBAJIOCHh Y UMIIEPATOPA.
— Pa3Be s He MOTy Tak nouenoBarh ee?

U Bapyr ctano eMy 3a ce0si COBECTHO.

«KoneuHo, HEe MOTYy, — TOAyMall OH. — MBI XWIH BMeCTe, ObLIH
OnMu3KM ApPYyT K JIpyry, HO Belb Bce ke KaTioma He kakas-HUOyIb Apyras
JEBYIIIKA, BCE K€ OHA KHSKHA OJIarOpoiHasA, U K TOMY K€ sl HIYETO JTypHOTO
He 3amedan 3a Hewo. He B mepBbIi pa3 XOTen s MOLEJIOBaTh €€, HO OHa
BCErJa OTBOpauMBajiach, a TO Tak M ybOerana coBceMm. SI He uUMeN mpasa
HAaCWJIbHO II€JIOBaTh €€, a €CJIM IIeJIOBaJl, TO, 3HAYUT, HE C TEM, YTOObI
OCKOpOUTH, 3HAYUT, AJiekcell [puropreBuUd vmea mpaBo MOAyMaTh, YTO S
cIelian er NpeajIoKeHue! »

JelictBuTenbHO, AJekceil |puropbeBHY pacCcUuThIBal BEPHO; OH
MOHMMAJI HWMIIEpATOpa, IOHHUMAaJl, YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha BCE Y>KAaCHBIE,
OTBPAaTUTENbHBIE YPOKH, KAKHE€ OH K€ JaBaJl €My ITOCTOSIHHO, €IIE HE
pa3BpaTWICS IOHOIIA, €ro CEepAlEe OCTalOCh IO—IPEKHEMY YHUCTO H
0J1IaropoIHO, ¥ HA 3Ty YUCTOTY U HA 3TO OJIArOpOJCTBO OH U PACCUUTHIBAII U
HaJICSUICH.

«AX, KaKk Teneppb ObITh, YTO MHE TEIEeph JieNaTh? — OTYASIHHO JAyMal
ITerp. — Kak Ha 1m1a3a UM Tenepsb nmoka3arbcsa? Benp HE MOTY K€ 51, BEAb HE
MOTYy XK€ B caMoM Jielie keHuThes Ha Kattomre! Uto ke ato Oymer?! Benb
OISITh T€ k€ MeHIUKOBBI. bbul g Man Toraa, riym ObUI, a BCE K€ CyMell
BBIPBAThCS, & BOT TEIEPh U CTApLIE CHEJIAJICS, a MONajiCs, U caM 3Har0, caM
MOHMMA0, YTO BHUHOBAT, HEKOro BHHUTH MHE. Ho kakas ke oHa MHE
HEBECTA, U TTOYEMY ATO BUE€pa TaK OHA MHE MUJIa MOKa3anaach, IOYEMY 3TO
Tak xotel 1enosars ee? OHa, TOUHO, KpacuBa, HO He Jiroouto s ee! He mory
nofyMarb, 4Tto OyleT OHAa MOEH >keHOow. BOT cerojgHs oHa MHE U HeE
HpaBuUTCs. YTO e 3TO TaKoe?»

A B cnanpHIO YyXe€ BXoaud AJekcer IpuroppeBrd € TOKO ke
PagOCTHOIO MUHOIO, C TOIO k€ (PaMUIIBIPHOIO TOYTUTEIHLHOCTHIO.

— 3acmarbcs M3BOJIWI, TOCydapb, a HEBECTa JaBHO BcTaja, TeOs
TOKUIAETCHL.

ITerp omyctun 1masa. Emy 3axoTenoch MNpsiMO BCE BBICKA3aTh
Jlosiropykomy, OObSICHUTb, UTO 3TO ObLIa OIIMOKA, YTO OH CaM HE 3HAET, KaKk
BCE CJIyYMJIOCh, YTO OH, BEPHO, MHOTO BBIMUJI 32 00EIOM.



— Aunekceil IpuropbeBud, — Hayajl OH CMYUIEHHBIM TOJOCOM, —
nociylla, s JOJKEH ckazarh Tede, uto Karepuna AnekceeBHa. ..

— Hy BoT, Hy Tak! — ObicTpo nepedun ero Jonropykuii. — IlepBoe
CJI0BO 0 HeBecTe! DX, U 51 caM ObLIT MOJIOJ, Ballle BEJINUYECTBO, TOXKE MPOIIEST
yepes3 BCE 3TO, 3HAK0, BCE MOHMMAaK0. Yal, HOUEHBKY LIEJIYI0O O HEBECTE BCE
aymai, rocynaps? Hy, 4To e — aeno xopoiee, Aej10 3aKOHHOE.

«Jleno 3akoHHOE! — HEBOIBLHO MOBTOpUI TIpo ceds [leTp. — Ax, Kak
MHe ObITb! OH HMYEro He MOHUMAET, CJIOBA CKa3aTh HE JAeT MHE, J1a U YTO
CKaxy s emy?!»

Aunekcelt [ puroppeBud 3aroBopuiI CHOBA.

— Bor Tenepp Bce Mory I0n0XuTh, rocynaps. Begaems mm — yx Tak
Hac BUEpa C KEHOK OCYACTIIMBWI. Benp B mocnemHee Bpems NMPOCTO HE
3HaJIM Mbl, K&K U OBITh HaM, CJ€3aMU IUIaKaJd. 3aMEeTUJ s, YTO TBOE
BEJIMYECTBO JABHO YK HEKHO INMONIAAbIBAcIIb Ha MO0 Karromry; oguH pas
MHE IT0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO ThI MOLETIOBAJl €€, CIIPOCUTh €€ HE PEIINIICS, U TaK
MHE TOpbKO caenanock. Heyxro, aymaro, rocyiapb IIyTKH HEXOPOIIUE
3areBaeT ¢ Karromen? HeyxTo Xo4eT OH NOCPAMUTh YECTHBIA POJ
Honropykux? KHArMHA MO O TOM XK€ JyMaeT, IUIa4eT, CO MHOIKO
coBetyercs. Het, roBopro, He MOXKeET 3Toro ObITh! 3HAIO 51 rocyaps: cepiue
y HEro BeJMKOe, OllaropogHoe, He MOWJET OH Ha Takoe Jeno. A eciH
HpaBuTcs Kartioma emy, Tak He 3areM, 4Tro0 mnoryouTth ee, a 4Tod
ocyacT/IMBUTh. M He ommbiock Moe cep/ue, 3Hat 1 MOETo rocynaps — Ja
cnacer Te0s bor, na nmpomanut OH XKU3HB TBOIO HA JIOJITME, JOJTHE JIEeTa,
pazy cYacTHUs 3EMJIM PYCCKOM M HAIIETO CYACTHS.

N kus3p Anekcer [ puroppeBud, No—CTapuHHOMY, 3€MHO ITOKJIOHHWIICS
MOJIOAOMY TOCYIapro. Y TOro COBCEM OIYCTWINCh PYKH, OH CHIEN Ha
NOCTENN U OE3HANEKHO IIsAen nepen cobor.«HTo emy Ttenepb oTBeyYaTh?
Kak cka3ath 5TOMy 4enoBeKy, YTO OH B HEM OIIKOCS, YTO, 3aIVIsIbIBAsICh HA
Kartomy u oOHuMas ee, He 0 Opake AyMall ToCyldaph; CTHIIHO BEAb B 3TOM
MPU3HATHCS, CTHIIHO MOKa3aTh ce0s B TAKOM BHUJIE. 3a UYTO TaKOE CTPAIIIHOE
ockopOsienne HaHectu Jlonropykum? Yx He 3a TO JIM, YTO OHU BCE JJIsI HETO
JeJatoT, 00 OJHOM TOJBKO TOM M CTaparoTcs Kak Obl yronuth emy? Her,
HeJb3s 3Toro. OX, Kak CTpalHo, Kak TsKKO! M1 HUKTO HE TOMOXET Tenepkb,
HUKOTO HET.

He ynepxancsa nmnepaTtop 1 3aruiakai TOpbKUMHA TETCKAMM CIIE3AMMU.

Aunekcelt ['puropbeBuy HE 00paTHil BHUMAHUSI HA 3TU CJI€3bl, OyATO U
HE BHUJEJI HX, TOJBKO CIICIIHO BBIIIEN W3 CHAJbHHU, CKa3aB, YTO IO30BET



KaMepAuHeEpa 1, IOBTOPHUB OISITh, YTO roCcyAapsi KJAET €ro HEBeCTa.
Ho 4To > BO BCIO 3Ty HOYb M BO BCE ATO YTPO, MOKA TSIKEIBIM CHOM
CIIaJI UMIIEpaTop, 4To K nAenana, o yeM aymana Karroma? Korma Ilerpa
YHECIIH B CHAJIBHIO U YOEAWIKNCH, YTO OH CIIUT KPEIKO, BCE KUHYIUCH K HEH.
Omna nexana y ceds Ha TOCTENH, 3aPBIBIINCH C TOJIOBOM B MOAYIIKU, U THXO
phlana. YCibllllaB, 4TO BOILIM B €€ KOMHATy, OHa OBICTPO OTepia CJe3Hbl,
BBICTYIIWJIa BIIEPEl HECKOJBKO IIAroB M OCTAaHOBWIACh B TaKOH
BEJINYECTBEHHOM, FrOp/I0H 1103€, YTO BCE HEBOJILHO U3YMUJIHUCH.

— Hy, 4ro X... Hy, 4TO X, TroOCyIapb—OaTiollKa, TOCYIapbIHI—
MaTylIliKa, rocyJapu—Opariibl, 4TO X — MO3JPaBISUTE LApUILy, LEITYUTE y
MEHS PyKy!

OHa mnpoTsHyna WM CBOK pyKy. TOHKME €€ HO3IpU HEPBHO
B3/IparuBajy, Ha Ty0ax Obuta cTpaHHas ynbiOka. OHa 4yyqHO XOopoiia Oblia B
3Ty MUHYTY, HO YTO-TO CTPAIIIHOE, YTO-TO TAKOE, OT YEro OMyCTUJIUCH I1a3a
Anexces ['puroppeBuya, MelbKao B €€ B3MIsAe. MaTh KMHYyJIach OBLIO K
Kartore, 4To0 0OHATH €€, HO Ta €€ OT ce0si OTCTpaHUIIA.

— Xopo1o, JOBKO Bbl caenanu! — CHOBa 3aroBopwiia oHa. — Tak
JIOBKO, YTO JIO0 CUX MOp S JIaK€ YIAUBIISIIOCH: HU KEHHUXA, HU HEBECTHI HE
CIIPOCWJIMCH, OLIOMHUTBCA HE Aanu. YTo XK, pagyurech Tenepb, BECEIUTECH,
ponHs rocynapenal

Anekceit ['puropbeBud yxke ycren onoMHUTECA. OH 0OsJICS COBCEM
Apyroi CieHsbl, OOsJICs, YTO AOYb MPSMO M HAOTPE3 OTKAKETCS, HO OHa
TOBOPUT HE TO.

— Karromma, — o6parwiics oH kK Heil. — [omyOy1ika Tl MOsI, IpyT MO
CEpIICYHBIM, BEIMKOE cuacTbe TeOsI MOCETUJI0, M TOJBKO Oe3ymel] OJIUH
MOXET HE TMOHSATh Takoro cyactbs. OOmymMail BCe XOPOILIEHBKO, BEb
apuie 3emyiM  pycckod Thl Oynemib, umneparpuiied. — W oH
KpaCHOPEUMBO Hauyajl OIKCHIBaTh €H BCE, YTO €€ OXuaaeT. Bcro cBomw
XUTPOCTh, BECh YM CBOM, XOTh €r0 M HEMHOTO Yy HEro ObLI0, coOpan OH,
9100 COONA3HUTH JO0Yh CBOMMH peyaMHu, BO30yIUTh B HEW YECTOIIOOHE.
Jloporoe, 3amoBeqHOE AEN0 [JIsi HEro0 COBEPIIAIOCH TENEPh, U KPACHO
TOBOPHJI OH.

Karroma monya ero ciymiaia, cHadajla HEBHUMATENbHO, HO IOTOM OHa
OJKHMBWJIACh, IIa3a ee CHoBa 3abimcrann, el Bcriomumiaca Muiniesumo.«He
yCIiel Thl B3SITh MEHS, — MYUYMTEJIBHO TMOJAyMaJla OHa, — HE YMeEJI, a BOT
TyT cymenu. M Hexots OepyT, a OepyT BCe-TaKu.



— bartomka, — oOparunack oHa kK Anekcero I'puropreBuuy. — Uto
Thl MHE pacnuchiBaciib? be3 Te0s Bce 3Har0. M He Oolics ThI, 1 HE AyMaro
OTKa3bIBaThCsA. CaM 3Haellb, OT TAKOTO CYACTh HE OTKA3bIBAIOTCA!.. TOIBKO
cMOTpHU B 00a, 94TOO TOCydaph OT MEHS HE OTKa3ajcs, TOTJa cpaM U Tebe u
MHe Oymetr. I tebe He mpomy s sToro cpama. Hy Bot, MBanymika, —
oOparmiach oHa K MBaHy AlekceeBUYy, — TMO3[paBb K€ Tbhl MEHH,
HAKOHEI; Be/Ib TBOUX PYK 3TO JeJ0, TeOe MepBOMY U MO3IPABIATH CIEIYET.
[To3npaBs MeHs, Jia MPOCHU XOPOIIEHBKO, YTOO HOBasi TOCYAapbIHS ObLIa K
Tebe muinoctuBa. OueHb Tede 00 3TOM €€ MPOCUTh HYKHO.

Kusa3p MBaH B3mIsiHY HA HEE pABHOLYIITHO.

— Ommbaembcs, Karepuna, He MouX pyk 3TO jeyio. M, MOXeT ObITh,
MHOTO OBI 5 TaJI TEMephb, 9YTOOBI COBCEM 3TOTO Jieiia He ObLI0. 3HAO S TBOIO
KO MHE HEHABHUCTh, 3HAIO S, YTO HOBAas TOCYIaphIHS OygeT KO MHE
HemunoctuBa. Hy, na bor ¢ ToOo#, s He cTaHy NMPOCUTH TEOSI O MHJIOCTHU:
MHE HE HY)KHA OHA; KOJIM CyMEellb OTBPAaTUTh OT MEHS Tocylaps, Tak,
3HAYUT, TOMY M OBITH CleAyeT. 3Hall TOJBKO OJHO: YTO OBl CO MHOU HH
OBLIO, KaK ObI Thl HU TEp3aJia MEHsI, Kakue Obl MBITKU MHE HU BbIAYMbIBaJa,
3Hall — HUKOT/IA sI HE TOKJIOHIOCH TeOe. MHe He HY>KHbl HUYbH MUJIOCTH.

— O, Kak Tbl TOBOpHIIIb TENEPh, — YCMEXHYJIACh KHskHa KarepuHa.
— Tax Benp 310 TONBKO Temepp, cropadal [lorom He Ty 3amoenip MECHIO.
CMmoTpH, BEpHENILCSA €I1I€, TOKIOHUIIBCS.

Ho xus3b HBaH yxe ee He cmyman. OH BbIIIET U3 KOMHATHI.

— besymen, kak ectb Oe3zymen! — BOCKIMKHYN AJekcel
['puropreBuu. — bec B Hero Bcenmwiics ga U tonbko. CnaBa bory, 4to He
MEIIIAET EIIE HaM.

CrpaniHo U TsKeJno ObLIO CO CTOPOHBI INISIAETh HA KEHUXA U HEBECTY,
KOTJla OHU BCTpeTWiIuch yTtpoM. Mmmepatop Obul coBcem OmeneH. OH
CMYIIEHHO MOJOIIEN K KHKHE U IPOTAHYI €11 pyKH, HE TSI Ha Hee.

— Hy 4ro %, nmouenyirecs, JaiTe Ha Bac MOpPaa0OBaTbCsA, — MICTHYJI
eMmy Anekceil [ puropseBuy.

[leTp ¢ HEBOJNIBLHBIM B3/10XOM XOTEN OBLIO MCIOIHUTH 3TO TPEOOBAHHUE,
HO KHSDKHA OT HETO0 OTCTPAHMWIIACK.

— IlocroHn, rocynapp, — ckaszaja OHa.

Ponnble ¢ yacom Ha Hee B3NIAHYIH.

— IlocTol, s He MOMHIO XOPOIIEHBKO, YTO BU€pa OBLIO MEXKIy HaMH, 5
HE MOMHIO, UTO MHE roBopuJi Thl. He 3Hat0, kKak mMpocui MeHs OTAaTh TeOe
MOIO PYKY, HE 3HAIO 51 TOXKE, YTO cama Tebe oTBeuyana. MoXKeT, HUYero 3Toro



U He ObUIO, MOXET, OaTIolIKa C MAaTYIIKOW OMIMONKNCH, HE TaK IOHSJIU.
MoskeT, Tbl BOBCE HE XO4YElllb, TOCYJapb, YTOO 51 ObLIa TBOEH >KEHOM, Tak
CKaXxu!

W oHa npuctanbHO MIsiiesia Ha UMIIEpaTopa.

Anekceit ['puroppeBuy mooOnenHen u B3ApOrHyl.«boxe, Hy Kak Bce
pymntcsi! — be3ymHast neBkaly

KHATHHSA THXOHBKO YMTajla MOJIUTBY.

MBICITb 32 MBICJIBIO BUXPEM 3aKPYKUJIMCh B TOJIOBE UMIIEPATOPA.

«BoT, BOT MUHYyTa, BE€Jb BOT OHA CIpammuBaer... Ceiiyac U OTBETUTD,
YTO HUYETO 3TOr0 HE ObLIO, YTO OHM OomUOIUCh. BOT pa3Bsizaics, craceH,
HY pa3B€ 3TO BO3MOXKHO? ODTO 3HAYUT MPSIMO CEWYac B IVla3a HAHECTU €U
OCKOpPOJICHHUE W M BCEM).

CoBceM M3MYyYEHHBIN M OOECCHIICHHBIA CTOSUI OH Mepel] KHSKHOM.
XoTe roBOpUTh, 1A SA3bIK HE ciymiancs. HakoHen ¢ BUAMMBIM MYy4YE€HHEM
MPOIIENTAJ OH:

— Ecnu ThI MeHs mro0uiib, KHsbkHA KareprHa, Tak Oyib MOeH KeHOM.

«A BApPYr OHA CKaXET, YTO He J0O0UT?!» — 00siCh HAIESITHCS HA TAKOE
C4acCThe, MOTYyMAJI OH.

«A BIpPYr OHa CKaXeT, 4TO HE JIIOOUT?!» — C yX)acoM MOoAyMaH
Aunekcert [ puropbeBHY C )KEHOM.

— Pa3Be s mory He m00UTH Moero rocymapsa?! — omyckas Iasa,
MEJUICHHO M CIIOKOMHO mporoBopmiia KHsbkHa Karepuna. — S Gnaromapro

Te0sI 3@ BEJIUKYIO YECTh U CYACTUE, KOTOPBIM ThI TOUTUI MEHS.

Omna B3sJ1a pyKy UMIIEparopa 1 NpuiIoKUiIach K Heil ryoamu.

«¥YX, cnacensl!» — pazom nogymanu Jlonropykue.

«Ilorubno, Bce Temepp mnoOrudiIo!» — MEIBKHYJIO B TOJOBE
uMIIepaTopa.

Ha nHero ctpamito O6b110 B3ISIHYTh B 3TO BpeMsi: Tak ObLIT OH OJiefieH.

%

Bectb 0 momosnBke wumrieparopa ObICTpo oOserena BClO MOCKBY.
Bcroay, oT nBopiia 10 camoro 6€IHOro IOMUKA, TOIBKO M TOJKOBAJIU, 4YTO 00
aTON mpeAcTosiied cBaarOe. HenaBucts k Jlonropykum jommia o
MOCJIEMHEeN CTENneHHu, HO Temepb HE BpeMsi ObLUIO MPOSABIATHCS OSTOM



HEHABHCTH, U BCE €€ 3aTaWiid, BCE MPUKPHIBAINA €€ BUIOM JIFOOE3HOCTU U
MOYTUTENBHOCTA. OTHUM CIIOBOM, TOYb—B—TOYb IOBTOPSIIOCH BCE, UYTO YK
OBLJIO B MOCJIEIHUE JTHU MEHIIMKOBCKOTO BEJIMYHS.

bapon Amnpnpein IBaHOBHMY, HE MEHBIIEC JIPYTUX IOPAKEHHBIA U
ONCYAJICHHBIM PEIICHUEM HMIIEpAaTopa, TEIeph 3HaAJ YK€ HAaBEPHOE, 4TO
JIoNTOpyKMX OXKUIAET CTpalliHas Cyab0a, TOIBKO €Ile HEe MOT MPUIyMarh,
Kak mpousoiner oHa. OH yaBOMJ 3HAaKU APYKObI U TMOUYTUTEIBHOCTU K
Anekcero ['puroppeBudy, a MOJOAOMY HMMIIEPATOPY HU O YEM M HE
3aMKHYJICS, TO3PABIISA €70 B CAMBIX YTOHUEHHBIX BBIPAKECHUSX.

— Amngapenn MBanoBuu, — mnporosopun Ilerp, — d4ro X Thl MHE
00JbIIe HUYEro He cKaxelb? Onoopsienb Mol BbIOOp? Ckaku 4YTO-HUOY/b,
Anpgpen UBanoBuu?

— Bame BenmuyecTBO yXK BBIIUIA U3 TEX JIET, KOTAAa MOW TOJIOC MOT U
J0MKeH ObUT MMETh 3HAaUY€HHE TPHU BaIlMX pelIeHHusX. Brl camMu omapeHsl
pa3syMoM, 3HAETe, 4YTO JENacTe, U s TOJBKO MOIY IPUHECTH BaM MOE
BCEIOAJaHEUIIIEe TTO3APABICHHUE.

Huuero 6omnbiie umneparop He noouscs ot Aujpest iBanosuua.

19 HOs0pst HeKOTOpbIM 0cCO0aM, B TOM 4YHCIE KaHIyiepy rpady
['onoBkuny u OcTepMaHy, IPUKa3aHO OBUIO SIBUTHCS B JIOM KHs351 Ajekces
Honropykoro, u Tam npu HuX lleTp 0OBsABII O TOM, UTO BCTynaeT B Opak ¢
kHsokHOM  Karepunoit. B numme ero He OBLIO KpOBHHKH, KOraa OH
IPOM3HOCHUJ CTpaliHble JJsi Hero cioBa. OH JelcTBOBajl Kak Obl
0ecco3HaTeNbHO, OBTOPSJ CIIOBHO HE CBOU, a UYXKHUE U TOJBKO 3ayYeHHbIE
YM HanaMsATh peud. HeBecra ero Toxe He BhIKa3blBAJIa HUKAKUX [PU3HAKOB
CUacThsi M BECENbsA: MCHOJIHWICH OOpsAJ HEOOXOIUMBIHK — U TOJBKO.
['ocynaps npoOsuT B 1omMe J{oropyKux eiiie ¢ yac BpEMEHHU U 3aTeM yexall.
Ho Bce sicHO capllianu, Kak nepes oTbe30M OH oOpatumiics k OcTepMaHy U
CKaszaj emy:

— Amngapeit MBaHOBUY, pacnopsiguch, caeiaail MHUIOCTb, 4YTOO K
necapeBHe EnmzaBere Obu1 ornpasineH roHen; B IlokpoBckoe (oHa
NOCJIEIHNE MecsIpl Xwia B JepeBHe). [lycTe oHa mpuesxkaer crona,
HENPEMEHHO X04Y €€ BUJIETb.

[Tocie 3THX CIIOB MHOTHE NepenTIAHYIUCh. MHbIe 3 Jloaropykux naxe
CMyTUIMCh cuibHO. Ho Auekceld [puropbeBHY IyMall:«HET, TENEPh YK
KOHYEHO, TENEPh HUKTO HE BBIPBET €0 U3 PYK HAIIUX).

I'epuor ne—Jlvupus, NpUCyTCTBOBABIIMK MPU 3TOM, IPEANIOIOKUIL, YTO
napb HamepeH Bblaath EnmsaBery 3a MBana Jlomropykoro, a eciau OHa



OTKaXETCs, TO OH €M NpemIoKUT MoHacThlpb. Ho repuor mne—Jlupus Bo
BpeMs CBOETO MpeObIBaHUS MIPU IBOPE MOCKOBCKOM JI€Jal HEMAJIO Pa3HbIX
HEOCHOBATEJbHBIX MTPEANIONIOKEHUN.

Kak O6»1 TO HM ObLIO, Maph yexan u3 goma Jloiaropykoro, a 3a HUM
CKOPO TMOJHSIIUCH U BCE MPUITIALICHHBIE.

[Ipomasice ¢ X031€BaMH, BCE PaCCHIIAINACh TNEPE] HUMHU B
JT00E3HOCTSIX, TOJIKOBAJIM O YYBCTBaX CBOETO IIyOOYaMIIEro MOYTEHUS U
YBaXXEHUs1, BBEPSUIN ce0si B MHJIOCTh HOBOM pojHU rocynapeBoid. Korma Bce
pa3zbexaliuch, Ja U caMu Jlonropykue pa3onuiuch MO CBOUMM IOKOSIM, K
KHSI’)KHE C CAaMbIM TAaWHCTBEHHBIM BUJIOM MOJIOIIA OJHA U3 €€ KaMEPUCTOK.

— KusixHa, Maryiika, rocyJapbiHsi MOl MUJIOCTUBAsI, HY>KHO MHE TeOe
CKa3aTh CJIOBO OJTHO TalHO, — IIIEMHYJIa OHA.

— UYro Takoe, JIrobama?

JlroGama OOSI3MUBO  OIVISIHYJaCh BO BCE€ CTOPOHBI, HO HHKOTO
nobnuzoctu He Obulo. M OHa BCyHyla B pPyKy KHSDKHE MAaJeHBKYIO
3amucovKky. Ta cpa3y MOHsAJA, OT KOTO 3Ta 3aluCKa, U kKaJHO Mpoujia ee.
I'pad Musie3umo B CTpaITHOM OTHASTHUM MTUCAJT KHSKHE, YTO OH YCIIbIIIal
HEBEPOSATHYIO, HEBO3MOXXHYI) HOBOCTh, YTO HE XOYET BEPUTh €U, UTO
HEIIPEMEHHO, HEMPEMEHHO JOJKEH BUIETh KHSKHY, U CKOpEH, celyac xe,
YTO OH JKJIET €€ 3a yIIoM caja U OyldeT XKJaTh TaM BCIO HOYb, XOTh
3aMEpP3HET.

— Touno on TaM? — cnpocuia KHsbkHa Jlrobarry.

— TaMOTKO, HHKaK yaca TpU CTOUT, C MeCTa He Tporaercs. byner, uto
JIM, OTBET KaKou, rocyaapbins? S coeraro, CHecy.

— Tloitnem, moiiieM KO MHE B CHajbHIO, — OBICTPO 3aroBopuiia
KHsKHA. — [I[pyHECH MHE TUXOHBKO CBOIO IITYOKY.

JIrobarra mpuHecna el uryoKy, OHa ee Hajiela, 3aKyTaia ce0e rojJoBy 1
MOYTH BCE JIMIO IulaTkoM, JIroOamly ocTaBwia B chlajibHE U Bejiena e
MOKpENY€e 3anepeTh JBEPh, a CaMa THUXOHBKO, TEMHBIMH KOPUIOpPAMH,
BBIOpAiach U3 JIOMY.

CHer naBHO YK€ BBINAJ, U B MOCJEIHUE AHU MOpo3wio. Houb Obuia
TeMHasl, 3Tu He BUJHO. C coceqHuX ABOPOB Jasuin co0aku. TUXOHBKO, Ha
KaKJIOM IIary OCTaHaBJIMBAsACh U MPUCTYIIHUBAsCh, 100panach KHSHKHA 10
cafgoBoil KaJUTKU. OCTOPOKHO OTBOpWJIA €€ M IyCTUJIach MO 3HAKOMOW
nopoxke. CHer He pacuMileH, B OalllMaku 3a0UpaeTcs; BETEP YHBLIO
CBHUCTHUT HaJl TOJIOBOIO; JIEPEBbSl UEpPHBIC, KAaK MEpPTBElbl, cToAT. Kayatorcs
CyXH€ Cy4bs, U CTy4YaT OHHU JPYT O ApPyra, CIOBHO KocTH. Jla U Bech 3TOT



caJl KJIQJIOUIIEM KaXKeTCsl: TaK CTPAIIIHO B HEM, TaK XOJIOJHO, TaK TOCKJIUBO.
Ho Huuero 3Toro He BUAMUT U HE 3aMeuaeT KHspkHa Karroma. CnenuT oHa K
camoBou pemetke.«A! OH 37ech, — HOyMmaercs €M, — OH NpPUIIET
KpaJly4ucCh, Kak 3as1il Kako-HuOyzb... Toapko ono3gan!..»

U oHa Bce CrenuT, ¥ BOT HAKOHEIl y OrpaJbl.

— 311eCh ThI? — LIEIHYJA OHA.

A OH yX paccriblliai B THIIMHE U TEMHOTE ee roiyoc. [lepenes uepes
orpaay. OH c HElo, PhIJIaeT, OH TOBOPUT €if:

— Jloporast Mosi, mipaBia Jju, 4To s ciblman? Her, Beab ObITh HE
MoxeT. Heyxxenu 1ol MHE u3MeHuna! Heyxxenu Tl mpoMeHsiia JII000Bb MO
Ha 3emMHOe Benuuue?! He cama i Thl CTO pa3 TOBOpHUIIA, YTO HE CJeacllb
ATOr0, 4TO 0€3 MEHS KUTh HEe MOXenlb. YTo k 3T0 Takoe? CKaxu, paau
bora, ckaxu MHe Bcio TipaBay. Bens 0OMaHymu MeHsI, CONTalH, BEIb HUYETO
ATOTO HET... He ObLI0, HE OymeT?

OH mpocTHpaeT K HEHW pPYyKH, CHIHUTCSI OOHATH €€, HO OHa €ro
OTTAJIKUBAET.

— Ilonaneiie, rpad, moganbiie, s He TBOS, s UyKasi HEBECTA. ..

— YT0 % 3TO... TaK 3TO mpasaa?

— Jla, 570 mpaBna, — OTBEYAET OHA MPAYHBIM rOJIOCOM, — Tpapia. S
BBITy 3aMyXk 3a maps. S Oyay napuiieid, u Tbl MEHS HUKOIJIa OOJbIIe HE
yBUIUIIG. [Ipuiia s mpocTUThCS ¢ TOOOH. ..

— Ox! Vx nyumie Ob1 He nmpuxoawia. [loryOumna mens, a Tenepsb ee
XOUelllb MOCMOTPETh, YTO CO MHOIO CTaJIOCh, XO4YE€Illb M3/EBaThCs Haj
MOUMHU MYyKaMU JIIOTbIMUA. BUJIHO, HUKOTa B TeOe He ObLIO Cep/lia; BUIIHO,
ThI BCET/Ia TOJBKO CMEsUIach HAJI0 MHOIO M MEHs oOMaHbIBasIa!..

— Her, s He cMesutach Haj TOOOM, — TUXO HIENTajla KHSKHA, — S
Te0s He oOMaHbIBajia. A BOT Thbl TaK CTpalIlHO OOMaHyl MeHs. 1 Tebd
mo0uiia Bce AyIIoNW CBOEH, s JJisi TeOs ToToBa Oblia MPUHECTU BCSKUE
KEPTBBI, OT BCETO OTKa3aThCs, OPOCUTHh PONHBIX, POAMHY, OOraTCTBO, BCE
Opocuth, Bce 3a0BITh — s Teb€ CTO pa3, Kak Thl CaM TOBOPHIIb, ITO
noBTopsia. S mpocuia Tedsi, yMoJisisl yBE3TH MEHsI, B35ITh MEHS C CO00I0,
CKpBIThCS. Besikyto 105110 ObI pUHSAJIA Sl KaK CHACThE; B JIauy>KKe OeTHOH, B
JIOXMOTbsIX ObLTa ObI pajlocTHA, KWJa Obl OAHUM TOOOK. BOT kak s Tebs
mobuiia! A nmro0uTh Teds Tak He ciaeaoBaio. Thl Jake M HE MOHSUI JIIOOBU
MOEW, U He OIleHUJ ee. BuaHO, W B3ampaBay JyMaellb Thl, 4TO Jy4lle U
MpeKpacHee TeOsI HET YEJIOBEKAa Ha BCEM CBETE, UTO TaK BOT MbI, OEAHBIC, U
JOJDKHBI IO T€OE COXHYTH!..



[IporoBopuB 370, BCS ApOXKa U 3abIXasiCh, OHA BIPYT 3aX0XOTaja JUKO
U CTPAaIIHO.

— Tocnioau! 3a 4ro Takue cioBa yKacHbIE, WU 51 HE oo Te0s? S,
K)KETCSl, HUYEM HE 3aCiy>XWI NMOJI00HbIX ynpekoB. Eciau O 3Hanma Tbl, 4TO
TENepb CO MHOIO JEIAeTCs, HE 3HAl0, KaK MEPEeXUBYy A 3TO... UTo MHE 3a
KU3HB 0e3 TeOs!.. YObIo cels1, 3aCTpetoch, BOT YeM sl KOHUY!

— Ilycroe, — ropbko orBeTmina Karepuna AnekceeBHa, — mycToe!
He yObemib cebs, HE 3acTpenuIbCs, 3aBTpa e ycrnokouibes. Ha cioBax
— J1a, Thl TOYHO JIFOOUJI MEHS, a s, Aypa, Bepuia. Ha ciioBax Bce MOXKHO, a
BOT KakK JI0 JieJla JIONUIO, YTO * Thl Takoe caenan? Yem jgokazan MHE
1000Bb cBOO? Ecnu 6 mr00ui1 Thl MEHSI XOTh HAIlOJIOBUHY TaK, Kak s TEOs
mo0uia, Tak JaBHO Obl MBI OBLTM HEPA3Iy4YHBI C TOOOIO; JaBHO OBI THI
HaIlIeN CIOCcOo0 Tak WM MHAYe OTHATH MEHs, yBe3TH MeHs. HukoMmy ObI ThI
MeHs He oTaan. Hy, a... TeI yto e caenan? Beap s nucana tede, 4To mopa
MPUIILIA, YTO HECKOJBKO JHEH elie, ObITh MOXKET, U BCE€ KOHUYEHO, a ThI JaXKe
HUYEro HE OTBEYaJl MHE.

— Jla xak xe? C xem e, 9TO s MOT' TeOe OTBETUTH?! — B OTYASHUHU
Metaincsa rpadp Mwuiesumo. — Yto mor 4 caenars? Kak yBestu 1ebda? 3a
HaMM O MOTHAJIKUCH, T€Os ObI BCE PaBHO OT MEHSI OTHSIU. Sl TOBOpUI
mypuny. [Ipu3Haics Bo BceM emy, TpoCUil NOMOYb MHE, OH oTKa3aics. OH
CKa3aJjl, YTO HE MOXKET BBSI3aThCSI B ATy UCTOPUIO, UTO U3 HEE BBIMIYT TaKHE
MOCJEACTBUS, KAKUX JTOMYCTUTh HUKAK HEBO3MOXKHO. . .

— A, Tak Tbl HCHOyrajicsi TMOCIEACTBUM, Tbl BHUMAaJl COBETaM
onmaropasymusi! Eciiu 6 ThI JIFOOMIT MEHSI, HU O YEM 3TOM ThI HE TTOyMaJl OBbI,
a TOJIBKO cJieiall Obl CBO€ Jeo, a TaM, uTo bor gact. Hy, Tak ycrnokoics e
Tenepb, OJaropasyMue BOCTOPKECTBOBaO. Temnepb YK HHUKAKONW HCTOPUU
HE BBIMJET. YCHOKOWMCS, /1a W ycnokoi cBoero mypuHa. Ckaxu rpady
bparucnaBy, 4To0b OH HHUYEro HE OOSJICA, a 1 K BaM HaBEKU MPeOymIy
OmarockionHa... U x tebe Oyay O1arockyioHHa, TOJIBKO M3anu. Temepp yx
HE BpeMsi MHE BCTpedarh Te0si U TOBOPUTH € TOOOI0; 51 HEBECTa UMIIepaTopa.
CoBeryio Tebe yexaTb Ha pOJIMHY, TaM Haijemb cebe OaropasyMHYIO
HEBECTY, a 000 MHe 3a0yb. S ganexo oT TeOs... U BEICOKO, MEHS TErephb HE
JOCTAaHEMIb! ..

Musnne3uMo CTOsUT Mepe]l HeH0 HEMOABUKHO, C OIMYILEHHOI TOJOBOIO.
Ho BoT 0OH B31pOTHYI.

— Hert, — 3aroBopui oH, — HET, Tenepp g T€OsI MOHUMAIO, Thl MEHS
HUKOTJa HE JII00Mia; 4ToO CKPBITh M3MEHY CBOIO, Thl TEMEpPh BOH KaKHE



XUTPbIE pEUYU MPUIYMBIBACIIb: BCIO BUHY Ha MEHs CKJajblBaeilb. TOJIbKO
MHe Bce scHo! TeOs TpenbCTWIM TOYECTH, Thl 3axoTesla ObITh
UMIIEpaTPUIIEH, OTTOrO U OT MEHS OTKa3ajach, a HE 3axXoTesa Obl — HHUKTO
Obl TeOs1 HE MPUHYIUI: caMa Bellb HE pa3 TOBOPHIIA. . .

— Hy xopoiio, Hy ga: s 3axorena ObITh UMIepaTpuiieii. Sl or teds
OTKa3ajach, MOTOMY 4YTO Hamuia TeOs CIMIIKOM HHUYTOXKHBIM; HYy, |
YCIIOKOWCSI Ha 3TOM M TpoIia!

— boxe moit! Jla kak ke s Ternepb OCTaHyCh, uTO 5 63 Tebs Oyny?! —
BApPYT 3apbliaJl OH, Kak MaJeHbKHM peOeHOK, oOHumMas ee. OHa CHOBa
3axoTeja OTTOJIKHYTh €ro, HO HE Haluia B ce0e CHIbl U caMa K HeMy
IpHXKaJlach, U cama rOpbKo 3arljiakaia.

— Oroiian ot Mens, yuam, yuau! OctaBb MeHs B 1okoe. He
paccTpaBiisii MEHs, CHJI MOUX HETy, — TBEpAWJIA OHAa, KaK Oe3yMHas,
3anuBasch ciaezaMu. — [oBopro Tede, uto no3aHo. He xBatuiio y Teds cuibl
B35Th MEHS, TAK YTO K TENEpb? 3HAYUT, CYyKICHO TaK.

Ho Bapyr nmogHsnock B HEM MpexkHEe pa3pakeHHe; OHA OCTaHOBUJIA
CBOM CJI€3bl, OTTOJKHYJA OT ce0s1 Muiie3suMo U CHOBa Hadaja TBEPAbIM U
CIIOKOMHBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— AX, s mrynas, pacmakanack! Hy nma 3to B mocnegnuii pas3. Ycrana
s, ociaabena, BOT U IjIady, a He MOayMai ThI, 94TO MO Tebe 3T cie3bl. Her!
3Hail Tl Temeph, 4TO S YK HE JI0OMI0 TeOs, MOTOMY YTO Thl HE CTOMIIb
T00BH Moeil. S He MOTy JIIOOUTH TAKOTO YEJIOBEKA, KaK Thl, TOTOMY YTO ThI
TPYC, ThI TPSIKa, Thl HE MY>KUMHA, Thl 0a0a. Moero TenepemHero kxeHnxa
moOmto Oonbiie. OH Gomblie Teds CTOUT JIIOOBH, B €ro pykax cuja. A s
MOTY JIFOOUTH TOJIBKO cuibHOTO. IIpomaii, u coBeryto Tede 1mo3adbITh 000
MHE, KaKk 1 0 Tebe mo3alyny, npomai... Uto ke Thl cToMlib? YXOAU OT
MEH$, YXO/IH. ..

OHa cenajia HECKOJIBKO 11aroB Ha3a/l.

OH KHUHYIICA 32 HEI0, OH JIOBUJI €€ 3a mouibl myOku. OH MOJIUI €€ XOTh
Ha MHUHYTKY OCTarbCsi C HUM, IPOCTUTh €ro, CKa3aTb €My, YTO OHa €ro
mo0ut. Ho oHa ero He ciymiaia, OHa OTHMMaja OT HEro CBOKO IIYOKY, OHa
Oexxana ot Hero. OH CTOHAJ, OH BOJIOYMJICS 32 HEIO, HO OHAa BbIpBajach U
nob6exana. M kazanock e, cMepTh 0OCTyMHIIa €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH. YBHUJEa
OHAa Temlepb, UTO OEKUT Yepe3 OrPOMHOE KIIAI0UIIE, MEPTBELbI—BEINKAHBI
YepHbIE IPOCTUPAIOT MEPE] HEIO CBOM KOCTISIBBIE PYKH, CTy4aT KOCTSAMH H
XOXOYYT.



B kakom-To uwanmy, B Opedy Kakom-To mpuOexana oHa K cede U B
U3HEMOXXEHUU OpOCHIIach Ha MOCTEb.

Vi

[Ipommo nBe Hemenu. JleHb, Ha3HAuYEGHHBIM [Ji1  OOpYYEHBS
uMIieparopa u KHsDKHbI J{onropykoi, mpubmmkancs. [ocynapblHs—HeBecTa
OblJIa TIEpeBE3€HAa B POCKOIIHBIM TOJOBUHCKUM JBOpEIl, I/i€ JOJDKHA ObLia
npeObIBaTh BIUIOTH A0 CBajbObI. [leTp che3nuin B HoBoneBuuMii 0ObSIBUTH
0alymike o cBoel xeHuTh0e. OH 3acTal Hapuily ciaboii, 6onbHOM. OHa yx
HE pellnyiach TOBOPUTh C HUM OTKPOBEHHO, JlaBaThb €My COBETHI. Momua
BBIC/TyIIIaJIa €r0 PEIlIeHHe, CyXO MO3/ApaBHiia €ro U Mmodiarogapuiia, 4To ee
HEe 3a0bUI, CaMOJIMYHO M3BeCTUTh mpuexai. [lerpy Obulo cHauajga OYEHb
HEJIOBKO, IIOTOM CTaJIO TPYCTHO, TSKEJO Ha cepaue. Kakoe-to MUMOIeTHOE
YyBCTBO MEJbKHYJIO B HeM Kk 0OaOymike. Bce ke oHa cBos, poaHas, a B
MOCJICIHEE BpEeMs BEIb OH KaK €CTh OJAMHOK, KpyroM Bce uyxue. Emne
MUHYTa, Apyras — M, MOXET ObITh, OH OpocuTcs K Oalylike Ha IIEH,
TOPBKO 3aIJIa4€T U OTKPOET €W CBOK aynry. OH mpUCTabHO B3IVISIHYJ Ha
HEe, HO €€ CTapoe JUI0 TaK CyXO, XOJIOAHO, HE BUJHO B HEM HU JIFOOBU, HU
JIACKU, YYK]l €l IOHBIA MMIIEpaTop, U OHA caMa MOoKa3zalach €My 4YyXk7Olo,
HEeHYx)HOW. He ckaszan oH el HU4ero u, nNpocCTACh C HEU, YeXall.

[Io MockBe mnuM OONBIINE MPUTOTOBICHUS K TMIPEICTOSBIIEMY
npa3aHecTBy. Bee xmonoTtanu o ToMm, 4To0bl Kak-HUOYb HE YIAPUTh JTUIOM
B I'psi3b, IBUTHCS B MOJIHOM OJIeCKe; 0COOEHHO BOJHOBAJIMCH MHOCTpPAHHBIE
PE3UACHTHI: MM CJIEIOBAJIO JIOCTOMHBIM 00pa3oM TMPEICTaBUTh CBOUX
MOHApPXOB, KOTOPBIM OHU MOCHAJIX MO 3TOMY CIy4ar0 JJIWHHEUIINE CYETHI U
peecTpbl MOKYNOK.«B 3TOM CTpaHe BCE€ HEBEPOSITHO JOPOro, a POCKOIIb
3/leCh TaKas, KaKOM HUKOT/A €lle He BUAbIBAIM B EBpomney», — nucaiu oHw,
OMpaBAbIBasi CBOU YPE3MEPHBIE TPATHI.

B romoBHHCKOM JIBOpLIE ¢ yTpa M JI0 Be€Yepa HE 3aTBOPSIIUCH JBEPHU.
Becs ropon cnemui SIBUTBCS K HOBOM T'OCYHApPEBOW POIAHE U YIOCTOUTCS
YECTH MOLETI0BaTh PYKY Yy TocylapblHU—HeBeCThl. U rocynapbeiHs—HeBeCTa
o0s3aHa OblJJa BCEM JOCTaBJISITH 4ecTh 3Ty. OHa BBIXOAWIA K TOCTSIM
CIIOKOITHO, ¢ TOPAOM OCaHKOM, U 0O/laBaja BCEX BEJIMYMEM U XoJiogoM. B



HE HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIO Y3HATh HEAaBHIOW pe3BylIKy Karttomry: Tak oHa
M3MEHWJIACh, TAK BOIIIA B HOBYIO POJIb CBOKO.

Ho HecmoTpsi Ha BUIMMOE CHOKOWCTBUE, TSKENIas, My4YUTEIbHAs
0oprba coBepianack B cepale Karrommu. Tonbko HE BycKkajla OHa HUKOTO
B CBOM BHYTPEHHHUU MHUD, HU C OJHOW >KMBOM IyIIOM HE NOAEINIACH
CBOMMHM MYKaMH; BMECTE€ C TOCKOKO, BMECTE€ C CTpaJaHbE€M pOClia U €€
ropaocte. OHa Temepb OKOHYATEIbHO MPOHUKIACH CO3HAHUEM CBOETO
MPEBOCXOCTBA HAaJl OKPYKaBIIMMU €€ JoapMu. OHU Kazalauch € TaKUMHU
MEJIKUMU, HUYTOXKHBIMH, BCE OHU TOJIMJIUCH TOJIBKO HA TO, UTOO KJIAHATHCS
nepes] HEelo, JOBUTh €€ TOPAbIE B3MNIAJIbI, KaXJ0€ €€ HEOPEXKHO OpOIlIeHHOE
cioBo. U oHa cTOsJla B CTOPOHE OT BCE€X CO CBOMM pPa3OUTHIM, HUKOMY
HEeBeIOMBIM ceparieM. OHa Hamia B ce0e CHITy B TOT HEJJaBHUI CTpaITHbIN
BeYep OTTOJIKHYTH OT cels rpada Mummiesumo, yoexxarb OT HEr0, HO CUJIbI
ckopo ee octaBuin. Cpeau HOBOW KW3HU, B KOTOPYIO OHa IOIMNAaJia, CPEIH
ATOrO BEIWYUSA, IEHWCTBOBABIIETO HAa HEE KAK-TO PA3APAXKUTEIBHO, OHA
NOHUMaJIa BCE SICHEE U SICHEEe, UTO Y Hee Ha BCEM CBETE OBbLIO OJHO TOIBKO
COKPOBHIIIE, U COKPOBHIIE ATO TEIEPb OTHATO, YHUUTOXKEeHO. Eciii 6 MOXKHO
OBLIO BEPHYTh CTapoe, OHAa HUKOrJa OBl HE OTTOJKHYJIAa OT ceos
Musnne3umo.«HYTo X, 4TO OH pOOOK, HEPEIIUTENIEH, YTO OH JaXe TPYC,
MOJKET OBITh; YTO K TaKO€, BCE XK OHA €T0 JIFOOMT, BCE )K€ B ATOM JIFOOBH
TOJIBKO U ObLJIO €€ cuacThe. M kakoe cuactbe!»

Kaxnoro MHUHYTOK €H HYKHO JOPOXKHTh, Ka)XJIas MHUHYTa JOPOXKE
BCEro ATOro Ojecka. 3a4yeM OHa OTKa3ajach cama OT MOCIeAHENH MUHYTHI, U
HEY>KeJIM HUKOrJa oOHa Oofblle YK He yBUIUT cBoero apyra?! Omna
ockopOuIia ero, oH He npujier. Ho Het, HaJ0 BEpHYTH €ro, HaJ0 XOTh pa3
ero yBuaerb. OHa 30BeT CBOI BepHyro JltoOairy, KoTOpas HENbId Toj
nepenasana Muuie3auMo ee nucbma.

— Jlobama, ronyOyimika! — TOBOpPUT OHA, W MEpe] 3TOW MPOCTOIO
JICBYIIIKOM HET B HEW TOW TOPAOCTH, HET TOM BEJIMYECTBEHHOCTH, YTO
TPENeTOM M BOJHEHHEM OOJaeT Temepb PYCCKUX CAHOBHHUKOB, HIMYIIUX
MUJIOCTH Oymy1ieit rocynapsinu. — JIroGara, — roBOpUT OHA, — COCIIYKH
MHE MOCJIEIHIO0 CITYXOY. ..

— Bce, uto mpukaxemp, rocyaapbiHsa! Ceildac XOThb yMpy, 3HaK
TOJIBKO TTofau!

— 3auem ymwupars! — meuyanbHO orBevaeT Karroma. — Iloau, BOT,
CHECH €My 3alMCOYKY U OTBET IPUHECU MHE.

N ona npoxaiieit pykou NUIer:



«3aBTpa O0OpydY€HbE, BCE KOHUYEHO, XO4Yy MPOCTUTHCS C TOOOIO.
JIrobama ckaxeT ocTaiabHOE». A BAPYr OCKOPOJIEHHBIN, OTBEPKEHHBIN €10,
CUUTAIOIIMN €€ U3MEHHUIICH, OH HE TTpuaeT?!

— OrtBera noxauch, Jlobama, oTBeT MHE HYXEH cKopei... He
T0KUBY, HE JOXKIych TeOs 51, kaxkercsa! Ckopee, netu kak Berep! — U oHa
HaYWHAET IenTaTh el uto-1o. [lonnmaens, monnMacb, JIrooamna?!

JIro0ara KUBaeT YTBEPAUTEIHHO TOJIOBOM 1 TOBOPUT:

— Bce MokHO, BCce caenaro, rocyaapbIHs.

W nerutr oHa Kak BeTep, HO BCE K€ JAJEKO 3TO, BCE K€ HY)KHAa U
omacka. Yac mpotien, Ipyroil Hayascs, HeTy oTBeTa. Ho BOT KTO-TO CTYKHYI
B 1Bepu. OHa, Jlrobamma!

— Y0, 4TO? — TOJIBKO MIa3aMM CHpalINBacT €€ KHsbkHAa Karepuna, a
A3BIK €€ HE CIILIAETCs, HE MOXKET TPOU3HECTH HH CIIOBA.

— Bor, rocynappeins, BOT, IPOUTH.

Ona ynTaeT: «Oyay >KUBOU WU MEPTBBIM.

«B nosHOYb, KaK A0JTO elle, KaKk CTPAIIHO J0JIro!»

A TaMm, B apaJHbIX MOKOSIX €€ KIAYT, 3a HEW YX MOChbUIanu. TaM CHOBa
TOCTU: BaBUJIOHCKOE CTOJIMIOTBOPEHHE.

W xHs>KHA MOET, BCs cusisl OpWJUIMaHTaMu M U3yMpyAamu, Bojoya 3a
co0O00 JJIMHHBIN 1UIeH( OeIoro aTiacHOTO IUIaThs, 3aTKAHHOTO 30J0THIMU
pazBogamu. OHa NPOXOAUT Psii KOMHAT, LAPCTBEHHO KIIAHSETCS Ha BCE
CTOPOHBI, 32 HEIO CIEAYET LIEMOT, HO HE OJMH BOCTOPT TOJIBKO CIIBIIIUTCS B
sToM 1menore. OHa 3HAET, MOHUMAET, CKOJBKO COOPAJIOCH 3[€Ch TaWHBIX
BparoB, 3aBUCTHHUKOB W 3aBUCTHUIl ee Benuuus. Ho Hekorma el teneps
aymarb o0 3ToM. JKimer oHa He JOXKIETcs ypOdyHOro udaca. BoT ckopo
OJIMHHA/IATh, CKOPO BCE Pa3oiayTcs v OyleT OHA CBOOOHA.

OHa roBopuT mMarepu, 4To HE370pOBa, YTO JOJKHA Jeub. M3Bectue 00
3TOM OBICTPO OOeraeTr Bce KOMHaThl. [OCTH cremar yexarb, 3aJibl yCTEIOT.
BoT 1 poaHble pa3onunch, MpUeXaBIIve Ia1bd yexaiau. OHa MpOCTUIIACH C
HUMH U CKpbLIach B onouuBaibHe. A Tam JlroOamma yx xKIeT ee.

— TI'otoBO, Bce ycTponna. bor MOMOXET, HUKTO HUYETO HE 3HACT.

— Hy, Tak xuBeH, xuBei!

Jlrobama ucue3aeT. 3a BOpOTaMH JOXKUJaeTca ee kubutka. [1motHo
3aKyTaBIIMCh B IIYOKY KM COBCEM 3aKpbIB JIMIIO CBOE, CAJAUTCS OHA B
kuOutky. Kyuep rapknyn Ha jomajeid, onn myarcs. [Iponuio nomuaca. K
TOM € IMyCTOW CTOPOHE TOJOBMHCKOTO JBOpIA OMISATh MOJAbEXaja Ta XKe
KHOWTKAa, HO W3 HEe BbIIUIA YK He onHa Jlrobamia, U3 Hee BBIIIET €Ile



KTO-TO. /[BE€ KEHIMHBI, 3aKyTaHHBIE, B TUIIMNHE HOYM TOULIN 3aJBOPKAMH.
COHHBIN CTOPOXK MPOTUPAET IV1a3a, COOAKM Ha HUX 3aJIasIu.

— AX BBI, IOJIYHOIIHHUIIBI, — BOPYHUT CTOPOK. — CThIAAa y Bac HETY,
BOT 3aMepeTh BOPOTA, HE MyCTUTH Obl!

— Hy, Hy, HE BopuH, cTapsiil, — menHyna emy Jlrobamra. — Bot Tebe,
BBINEN HA 3J0POBBE.

OHa cyHyna emy B pyKy MoHeTy. OH onrynain ee.

«3Jre! — moxyman oH. — Hukak 310 pyOnb cepeOpsHbIN, BHUIHO,
HCIY’Kaach JIEBKa».

N oH 3amommyann.

Jrobamra u gpyras skeHckas Gurypa noJHUMAaroTcs 1o JiecTHule. Bee
CHAT B JIOME, TENepb HUKOIO HE BCTPETUTh, JloOama Bce ycTpowuia,
KQXIbIM TOBOPOT BBICMOTPENA — XUTPasi OHA JICBKA, TPUBBIYHAS.

BoT y3eHbKHI TIMHHBIA KOPUAOPYUK, ThMA B HECUb — 3TH HE BUJHO.
JIrobamma uaeT BOEpen OUIyMbIo, IIard CBOM OTCUMTHIBAET. Jlepkach 3a ee
11yOKy, MOJBUTAETCA U Apyrasi )KeHIIMHA.

— 3necs! — mennyna Jlrob6arma.

OHa TUXO CTyKHYJa B CT€HY. BOT CIBIIIMT OHA, KaK IJIe-TO OJIM3KO—
ONMM3KO0 TMOBEpPHYJach pydka JBepu. BOT, J€rko CKpPUIIHYB, JBEPh
oTBopwiiachk. Jlrobamma mnpomycTuia BIEpPE] CBOKO CHOYTHHUILY, a cama
OCTaJIaCh B TEMHOM KOPHUAOPE.

Kusokna Karepuna AnekceeBHa CTosuia y MAaJICHbKOM JIBEpU B
OOJBIIION POCKOIITHON KOMHATE, BEAIICH B ¢ onounBanbHIO0. KomHaTa Oblta
COBCEM TEMHas, TOJBKO W3 CHAJbHU, YEPEe3 THKEIYIO0 IOIYCIYLICHHYIO
NOpThepy, MPoOUBaIach MOJOCKA CIA0OT0 CBETA.

— Tb1 310? THI? — mIENHYNA KHS)KHA. — THIlIEe, UKW 32 MHOIO.

Cnytauua Jlro0amu uaet 3a Hero. OHM B cHIaJIbHE.

— HwukTo Bac He Buaen?

— HukTo, HUKTO, — mMOBTOpsieT MuJjae3nuMo, cOpachiBasi KEHCKYIO
11yOKy M IUIATOK € rojioBbl. — HUKTO HE BHEI, MOsI paoCTh!

On Opocaercs Ha koyneHH nepes; KarepuHol, nienyer ee pyku, Iiayer,
CMEETCs, C BOCTOPIOM M TOCKOIO IISIAUT Ha Hee. M oHa cama 1uiauer, cama
cmeerca u ooHumaet ero. Kpyrom Bce Tuxo. Ha kitou 3amepna oHa JiBepb
CHAJIbHU, a OTTyAa, U3 KOPUAOpa, HUKOIJAa HUKTO HE XOAWT. Tam ke 3a
asepsio Jlrodarma.

PasHonBeTHBIE JaMMajibl, 3aXKEHHbIE Tiepes o00pa3zamMu, Kak-TO
BOJIIIIEOHO 03apsAOT KOMHATy. Bcsi OHa ycTiiaHa JOpPOTUMH MSITKUMHU



KOBpamu. 305104eHasi, ITo(oM NOKPHITasi MEOESIb UHOCTPAHHON PabOTHI.

B myOune, moj aparolieHHbIM OalaXMHOM, CKPBIBAETCS BBICOKAS
KpoBarh KHsKHBI Katepunbl. HukTo, Kpome OTIla U Marepu, 10 CUX MOp He
ObLT B 3TOM KOMHATe: IJii BCEX 3amepra OHa, Kak cBartwiuiie. Ho He
cmyimaercs kHsbkHa Karepuna mpucytctBueM Mosonoro rpada. Hu
MHHYTBI HE 3aJlyMajlaCb OHa, YCTPOHUB 3TO OMACHOE, MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHOE
ceuanue. M 9To x, BOT HU4YEro He cinydusiock! BoT oH 31€ech, 31€Ch, a BElb
TOJIBKO 3TOTO U HY>KHO, a TaM Jajblie MmycTh OyaeT, uto OyneT. [lyckait XxoTh
BCE TENEPh MPUAYT CIOJA, OTO BCEX CYMEET OTCTOSATh OHA ero. Hukomy He
OTIACT OHA MOCIEIHETO Yaca CBoero cuacted! Benb 3aBTpa cMepTh, Tak O
yeM ke aAymarb! A! Bl BooOpaxkanu, 4To CyMeNnu OTHSITh Y MEHSI MIJIOTO?!
Cnoyranmu MeHs, aummin MeHs Boim! Bel Tteneps cniure cnokorHo? Hy un
criure!

N ona, obOeccuieHHas BOJIHEHHEM, CUYACTheM H  TOCKOIO,
MEIIAIOIIMMHUCS B IyIIE €€, OIyCKAETCs B KPECIIO.

Muuie3nmo Ha KojleHsX neped Hero. OH He BBITYCKAaeT U3 PyK CBOMX
€€ PYKH.

— Tak Thl MeHS THOOUIIIL? — MIENYEeT OH. — 3a4eM K€ Thl IPOTrHalia
MeHsi? Benb s ¢ TOCKH 4yTh HE yMep, UyTh HE 3aCTpesIriics!

N oHa yX HE MOXET CMESIThCS HaJ HHUM, HE MOXET CIPOCHUTh
€ro:«Io4YeMy K HE 3aCTpPENuiCcA?», HE MOXET CKa3aTb €My, YTO, 3HAUHT, HE
BeJIMKa OblJIa TOCKA, ECIU»IyThb»0cTanock. OHa y)K U HE yMaeT HU O YeM,
U He 3a/1aeT cebe HUKaKuX BOMPOcoB. MoeT ObITh, aKe il Ternephb U jelia
HeT 710 JitoOBU ero. OHa cama ero JIIOOUT: BOT BCE, YTO OHA 3HAeT!

— Ja, g no6mto 1edsi, — TrOBOPUT OHA €My, — JIFOOJII0 BCEM TOpeM,
BceM yxxacoM moei >ku3Hu. [loiinem, noitaem, yoexum otcroga. Bozpmu
MEHSI, YHECU MEHS MoJablie!

— Jla xaK e 3To caenarb? — B HEJOYMEHUH MPOTOBOPUII OH.

— Kak caemars? — cMeercs oHa U mradeT. — Kak? Henbss >Toro
clenarb, Aa U g cama Temnepb He mouay ¢ Toboro. Her! Bce xoHueno!
JIroOmro s Tebs1, oX, Kak JIF0OJI0, HO YK M HE 3HAI0, MPaBO, YTO OOJIBIIIE:
1000Bbh MOSI K T€O€ UM HEHABUCTh K HUM Ko BceM!.. Eciin O 3Ha ThI, Kak
OTBPATUTENIbHBI OHU, KaK JKAJIKU, KaK HUUYTOXHBI! Jla Thl HE 3HACIIIb, THI HE
MOHUMAaeIIb 3Toro. I He HY>KHO, HE HY>KHO! 3Hall TOJIBKO OJHO, YTO OHU
OIKOIUCHh BO MHE, YTO HUKTO M3 HUX MEHSI HE MOHsUI. 3HAl TOJBKO OJHO,
YTO s CMEIOCh HAJl HUMHU M JI0 KOHIa mocMmeroch! OHuM MeHs mpopanu!..
MoxeT ObITh, €llle PacKaloTCsl B 3TOM Mpojaxe. A OH, TOT, KOTOPBIM KyIHJI



MEHS, — OH TOYHO KYNWJI Kak Bellb KaKyl0 — U OH packaetcs! J[oOpoi,
BEpHOU KeHOU Oyny s emy!

W oHa OmsTh XOXOYET 3JIbIM, MYUYUTEIIBHBIM CMEXOM, U 3a0bIBAET OHA
BCE OOCTOSITENHCTBA, MPHU KOTOPHIX KyNUJ €€ TOT, KOMYy TENeph OHa
rpo3utcs. 3a0bIBaeT OHA, YTO OH €€ CIpaIuBall — JIIOOUT Jin oHa ero? OHa
3HAeT, KaK TOTJa éMy OTBETUJIa, 3HAET, YTO CBOMM OTBETOM IOTry0Ousa ero u
ceds, TOTOMYy 4YTO OH €€ He IJIIOOUT, MOTOMYy 4YTO OECCOBECTHO,
OTBPATUTEIHHO MOCTYIUIIN C HUM, C 3TUM O€THBIM, U3MYYEHHBIM PEOESHKOM
U €€ pojaHbIe, U cama oHAa. Ho HMYero 3Toro He MOMHUT OHA, HE MOHUMAET,
3HaTh HE XO4eT. BNl KaXeTcs, 4TO OH, HU B YEM HEHOBUHHBIN, IPEKPACHBIN
peOeHOK, Bpar €e M My4uTelb, U BOT OHa COOHMpAETCS MCTUTh €My, U
CUMTAET ceO0s MpaBOIO: BHUJIHO, BKOHEI[ MOMYTHIICS €€ pa3yM. BumHo,
BKOHEII TOMYTUJIOCH ee cepaie. OX, Kak OOJIUT OHO, KaK PBETCA Ha 4acTH!
N onATh OHA IUIa4YeT, ONATh NPUXKUMAET K rpyaru Muimesumo. U msaaut Ha
HEr0 — HE MOXKET HaIJISEThCS.

Buxpp Kakou-tO0 mnogHumaercs B HeW U nepen Hew. losoBa ee
Kpyxutcsa.«A! S eme nmodoprock ¢ BaMu! — MeJIbKaeT B HEM MOCIeaHss
MbICTb. — Sl eme Hakaxy Bcex Bac!«M oHa omnsTh 3a0bIBa€TCS, YyBCTBYET
TOJIBKO MPUCYTCTBUE MUJIOTO U IIETTUET EMY:

— TBos1, TBOSI, BO3BMU MEHS!..

JleTsiT, MUaTCst HE TO Yackl, HE TO MUHYTHI. JKU3Hb JIM OCTAHOBWJIACH, U
Hety ee? Wnu kunuT oHa u paznuBaercs nojaHou yamiero? CoH JIk 3To, UiIn
ABb HeMoHsATHasA? BonmebcTBO Kakoe-TO... YTO-TO 3aKOJI0OBAHHOE. ..

Ho xt0 310 cryuntcs? Yro 3to takoe? Ax! Jla ato Jlrobamra; BuaHO,
J0JITO, BUJHO, MHOTO MIPOIILJIO BPEMEHU. Y TPO CKOPO, ITopa MpocTuthes. Jla
pa3Be Bo3MOHO 310? Tenepw... Her! Her, Tenepp yxx HE OTHYyCTHT OHa
ero! Teneps yx HE OTHACT €r0 HUKOMY !

Ho Jlrob6ama onsate cTy4uTcs.

— Ilpomaii, — menyeT KHsKHA, — nponail. Hukorma Mel Ooibiiie He
yBUAUMCS! ..

— Her, s ¢ To0O0#i He npo1arck, — oTBeuaeT Musuie3nmo. — 3aBTpa,
3aBTpa g T€OS YBUKY.

«3aBTpa... pa3Be OyaeT 3aBTpa? — AyMaercs KHSKHE, — a €CJIH U
OyzeT, Tak He YBUIUT OH MEHS 3aBTpa. 3aBTpa s Oyay Japyras. 3aBTpa OH
MEHS HE y3HaeT!»

— He yxoau, ocTtanbcsi cO MHOIO! — 0€3yMHO MOJIUT OHA U B TO K€
BpeMsi TOHUT €ro, TOBOPUT, 4YTO IMO3[IHO, YTO HX 3aCTaHyT, YTO €ro



MOTYOSIT. ..

Hakonen on yxonut. Ilouenyit mocnegnuii. [locnennee oOwsitHE...
Bor on ymen. OHa CIIBIIINT, KaK CKPUIIHYJIA 32 HUM JIBepKa. OHa KUHYJIACh
OBLJIO K HEMY, HO Ha MOpPOTe CBOEH POCKOUIHOW CHAJIbHM IMOIIATHYJIACh U
ynaia, 0e3yMHO pbIJasi.

Vil

30 HosiOpst 1729 roma Obulo HazHaueHo oOpyuenue llerpa II c
kHsKHOIO Ekarepunoit AnexceeBHoi Jlonropykoil. Ha oOpyuenne Obuin
IpUIJIalleHbl BCE CAHOBHUKM C HX CeMeiicTBaMM M MHOTue Oorartble
MocCKoBckue xutenu. CoOupanuch B 00JIbLION 3ajie KPEMIIEBCKOTO ABOPLA.

Nmnepatop emie He mnokaszancs. Jlonropykux Toxke He ObLo. Bee ¢
M3yMJICHUEM TIE€pelaBaiv JIPYr APYTY O TOM, UYTO B 3TOT JAE€Hb Kapays BO
nBopiie Ob1 yBenuueH co 150 na 1200 conpar (1enbiii 6aTaaboH rBapIvn).
MHuorue oOBsicHAIM 3T0 TeM, yTo Jlonropykue OO0SATCS KaKOro-HUOYIb
oecnopsanka. IloroBapuBanu, 4YTOo conjgaraM MpPUKa3aHO CTPENIATH MO
BCAKOMY, KTO OyJIET 3aMeU€eH B OECIOPSAAKE U UTO-HUOYIb KPUKHET.

Bor mnokazancs OcrtepmaH. MHOrue KUHYIUCh K HEMY, HIpoOCs
OOBSICHEHHSI, HO OH CaM TMOKMMaJl IMJIeYaMH U Ka3aJICsl OY€Hb YIAUBICHHBIM.

CoOpanuce Bce TroCyJapCTBEHHbIE CAaHOBHHKM M 3HATHBIE PYCCKHE
JIIOAM ¥ ITOMECTUJIMCH 110 OJHY CTOPOHY 3ajibl Ha IApUEBBIX CKAMEMKax, a
CKaMEWKH ¢ APYTroi CTOPOHBI 3aHSIM MHOCTPAHHBIE PE3UACHTHI U UX CBUTA.

B ryOune 3ambl cTosl OangaxuH, a MOJ HUM JBa Kpecia; TyT ke
HAXOAWJICS W aHaJioh, Ha KOTOpoM Jexano EpaHremue. Bokpyr anHamos
pa3MecTHIIOCh 1yX0BeHCTBO ¢ Peodanom IIpokonoBruyeM Bo 1iase.

HakoHenr W3 BHYTPEHHHX IIOKOEB II0KA3aJCsl HUMIIEpaTop. 3a HUM
clieloBajla TpPEHaJepcKas poTa, COCTOSBIIAs M3 CTa 4YEJIOBEK. ITO
OOCTOATENBCTBO OMATH OOpaTwyio Ha ce0s BHuMaHue. Kamutanom
rpeHajiepckoil poTel OblT KHA3b MBan J[lonropykuii: Temepb Y>K HET
HUKAKOTO COMHEHHS, YTO BCE JENa0Ch 10 €ro pacnopsikeHuto. Mimmneparop
JIMIIEH UM CBOOOJbI, OH y HEro MOJ KapaysioM U HE BUIUT TOTO WU HE
HaxXOJUT B ce0e CUJIbl MPOTUBUTHCS cBoemy daBoputy. llerp kazascs
CHOKOWMHBIM U paBHOAYIIHBIM. OH MOAOUIEN K HEKOTOPBIM JIMIAM, KaXI0OMy
CKa3aJl IBe—TpH (Pppa3sbl.



Ho BOT B30pbI BCceX 00OpaTUIIUCh K JBEPSM; MTOAHSIICS MIENOT. B nBepsx
nokaszanca MBan Jlonropykui. OH Benm 3a PyKy CBOKO CECTpPY, 3a HUM
cienoBalia KHATUHSA Joaropykasi co BTOPOIO I0YEPHIO.

Nmneparop momien K HUM HABCTPEUY, B3sUI PyKY HEBECTHI U OTBEN €€
non OanmgaxvH K OJHOMY H3 Kpecel, a B Japyroe cen cam. WM Ttax
HETMOABWKHO U MOJTYa CUIEIN OHU HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

Kuspkna Karepuna Obula omera B MjaThe M3 cepeOpsHOM TKaHW,
IJIOTHO OXBAaThIBABINICH €€ HEeXXHBIM cTaH. BoJlockl ee ObUIM pacuecaHbl Ha
YeThIpe KOCHl M YOpaHbl ajJiMa3aMu, Ha TroJioBe ObUla HajeTa MajeHbKas
KOpOHa.

KusikHa omycTuia mia3a ¥ HU Ha KOTO He cMmotpena. JIumo ee ObuIo
OnmeaHbIM, TYOBI CKaThl, HO BO BCel ee (purype ObLII0 3aMETHO CIIOKOWCTBHE.
Nmmnepatop Toke BApYTr moOieqHeNT W He DsiAel Ha cBoro HeBecTy. OH
paccessHHO Tiepedupal cepeOpsiHOE MIUThE HAa CBOEM CBeTiioM kam3oue. [1o
BpEMEHaM YTOMJICHHE U JJaXKe TOCKa BBhIpa)KajJuch Ha juile ero. EMy Ob110
HEJIOBKO, OH bor 3HaeT yto Obl jaj, 4T00 MMETh BO3MOXKHOCTH YyOEXaTh
OTCIOla, Kyda-HUOYIb CKphIThCA. Ho Temepp yx yOexarb U CKPBIThCS
Hekyna. OH O4HYJICA, BCTAN C Kpecell, MoJall pyKy HEBECTE, U OHU MOJOILIN
K aHasoro. CrnalbIM, yIMaBIIUM TOJIOCOM OOBSBHJI UMIIEPATOP, YTO Oeper
KHSIKHY ce0€ B JK€HbI, OOMEHSJICA C HEIO KOJIbIIAMHU U HAJIeNl HA €€ MPaBYIO
pyKy cBou moprper. [loTom KeHuX ¢ HEBECTOM mouesioBaIv EBaHremnue.
®eodan [IpokonoBuy npoyen HaJ HUMUA MOJUTBY. MiMmieparop mOKIOHUIICS
KHSDKHE, 1 OHM CHOBA CEJIM Ha 30JI0YEHBIEC KPECia, U OISATh-TAKU HU pPa3y HE
B3DISIHYAM Jpyr Ha aApyra. O6a Bce ObUlM Tak ke OJIETHBI, TaK XKe
NeYalibHbI, Ka3aJlhCh TaKUMH K€ ycTaldbiMH. M BceM OBLIO TSXKEIO U
CTpaHHO CMOTpPETh Ha HHUX, BCEM Ka3ajJoCh 3TO TOPKECTBO OOpydUECHUS
KaKOM-TO MevyaJbHOU 1IEpEeMOHUEH, TTPEABEIIAIOIIEH YTO-TO He00poe.

Nwmneparop nopo3san k cebe Mpana Jlonropykoro u ckazai emy, 4To
JKEJTaeT HA3HAYUTh KAaBAJIEPOB W JaM KO JIBOPY CBOEH HEBECTHI.
MaivnansHo, OyATO TOBTOpSS 3aTBEPKEHHBIM YpPOK, OH MPOU3HOCHI
UMEeHa U (paMuIiK, U, OKOHYUB 3TO, B3sUT PYKY HEBECTHI.

Bce mnpucyTcTBOBaBIIME KaBaJiepbl M JaMbl OJIHH 3a JPYTHUMHU
MTOAXOAWIIN U LEJIOBAIU ATy PYKY.

KusxkHa Bce He momHumana ma3. Ee xonmomHas pyka jexana, Kak
Mpamop, KaK HEXHBasi B pyke umneparopa. Ho Bapyr oHa moaHsia miasa,
U3 TPyAU €€ BbIpBaJcs cinadblii Kpuk. OHa OBICTPO MOAHSIIACH C KPECeN U
BbIpBajia PyKy U3 pyku umrieparopa. OH u3yMwics, B3IJISIHYJI HA HEE, TOTOM



nepen co0oro, W spKas Kpacka 3anuia ero meku. llepen HUM cTOST
Muie3uMo, a KHSJKHA cama MpOTsHYJa €My PYKY, U OH 1I€JI0BaJI €.

«Yto x 3t0 Takoe? Ko Bcemy emie u ockopOieHue!» — mogymant
UMIIepaTop, HO CIHOpaBUJICA C CO0O0I0: OH TEmepb YK yMel ¢ Co00m
CIIPaBIISATHCS.

Bce chenanm BHA, YTO HUYEro HE 3aMETHIIM, U IEJIOBAHUE PYKHU
MPOJIOJKANIOCH CHOBA. TOJIa MPUIIBOPHBIX TMOCHEIIWIA OKPYXUTh H
copsTarh 3a coboro Musuieaumo. Ero BbIBenu U3 3ajbl, yCaauiIu B CaHU U
yBe3nu. OH MoJyai, He OTBEeYal HA Ha KaKhe BOIMPOCHI U MO3BOJISLI JIeNIaTh
c co0ow Bce, 4TO OBbUIO YyrogHO 3TUM JofsiM. OH Jake He 3Hal U HE
MHTEPECOBAJICA: CIACAIOT €ro WIM Be3yT Ha moruoOenb. OH caenman cBoe
neno: mnpoctwicsa ¢ KarepuHol AJIEKCEEBHOW, HWCIIOJIHWII JIAHHOE €U
oOenianue.

A BO 1BOpLE BCE IUIO CBOMM NOpAIKOM. LlepeMOHHs OKOHYMIIACH,
AYXOBEHCTBO YIANWJIOCh M3 3alibl, U Havaycs Oan. Mmmeparop Obul B
MepBOM Tape ¢ KHHKHOM, M OHAa CHOBa Oblla paBHOAYIIHA, OJieHA U
MonmyairBa. OH TOXKE HE TOBOPWJI €M HU cioBa. HM ogHUM 3BYKOM HE
3aMETUJI OH €#l, YTO HAXOAUT CTPAHHBIM U HEYMECTHBIM €€ MOCTynok. OH
CHELINWIT CKOpEel KOHYMTh TaHEel, YTOO0 HMETh BO3MOXHOCTb YHTHU OT
HeBecThl. Eme yac ToMy Hazam oH ObUT K HEH TOJIBKO PAaBHOMYIIEH, a
Tenepb, KOrja cBsizall ce0s ¢ HEew, HOBOE YyBCTBO OxBaTtujo ero. U arto
YyBCTBO OBLJIO TO K€ camMoO€, KaKo€ MCIBITal OH J[Ba roja TOMy Hazala K
KHSOKHE MEHIIMKOBOM: HEBecTa CTalla €My MNpOTHUBHA. OH MOMBIIUISI
Terepb O TOM, YTO 3a4€M K€ JOIMYCTUJI OH OOpYYEHbE, YTO €IIE€ MOXKHO
ObLIO OTKa3aTbca. YTo K Takoe OHU B camoM jeie? Benp ecTh ke KOoHell
apyx0e! Jla u npas i1 Anekceit [ puropbud, TouHO Jii 3T0 HY)HO? [Ipexe
BCEr0 rocyapb JOJIKEH ObITh CBOOOIHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, JIOJKEH pacnosiararhb
caM co00r0, a HE OTAaBaThb CBOIO XKM3Hb M CBOK PAaJOCTh KaKUM-TO
CTPaHHBIM H BPSI/T TN CYIIECTBYIOIINM HEOOXOIUMOCTSIM.

ban ckopo KOHUWIICS, U KHSDKHY OTBE3JIM B TOJOBUHCKHM JBOPEL] B
KapeTe uMIiepaTopa, Ha BEpXy KOTOpOil Oblja KOpOHa; KOHBOM COMPOBOXKIAT
ATy Kapery.

JlomMa coOpanuchk poaHble MO3APABUTH LAPCKYIO0 HEBECTY, HO MPEXKIE
elie OHa JOJDKHAa OblIa BbIHECTH Oypro. MaTh ee BCIUIECHYJa pyKamMu U
pa3pasuiiach HEyJEP>KUMbIM IOTOKOM YIPEKOB.

— 3a 4ro THI U ce0d U HAaC ocpaMuiia? — TOBOpHIIA KHATHHS. — UTO
ThI crenanal Benp Tenepp BCAKHM, BOH, TOJIKYET, YTO €EMY B3yMaeTCHl.



— Jla 4T0 K, BeJb MpaBly TOJKOBATh CTAaHYT! — OTBETUJIA KHSIXKHA.

— Hy, ckaxxu Ha MUJIOCTb, UTO ATO CTAJIOCh ¢ TOOOI0? Benpb Buepa eiie
ThI YBepsia U 00€IIAIaCh, YTO BBIKUHYJIA COBCEM U3 TOJOBBI ATy MIIYIOCTb,
gT0 3a0b1a U AyMarh 00 3ToM Mmmie3nmo. Uto x 310, HakoHer, Takoe? O
cebe He ayMaelnb, Tak MofyMalia Obl XOThb 00 UMIIepaTope, BeAb Thl €T0
cpamulb!

— 1 u cama He 3Har0, KaK 3TO CIYYUIIOCh, — THUXO OTBEYaJIa KHsDKHA.
— 4 He nymana yBUAaTh €ro, HE JyMalia, YTO OH IPHUIET CO MHOM Tyna
npocTuThcsi. Ho OH mpwuien... u HeE MomiIa e s TOro BBIHECTH, YTOO OH
MOIETIOBAJI MOIO PYKY U3 PYK UMIIepaTopa.

— Jla roBopro Tebe, mogymana Obl XOTh O rocynape! Benp ero Tbl
ocpammial

— Hy, 00 HEM-TO 51, IENCTBUTENBHO, HE OYEHDb JYMAIO: POBHO CTOJIBKO
K€, CKOJIBKO X OH 000 MHE.

Ho »Tu mocneanue cioBa ObLIM CKa3aHbl TaK THUXO, YTO OJHA TOJBKO
MaTh U paccliblliaia ux.

Kus3p MiBan He BepHysics n1oMoi. OH HE XOTeJl Telepb BCTPEYaThCs C
CECTPOIO.

Bce yx cramum pacxoauThCs IO CBOMM KOMHATaMm, KOTJa Cclyra
JOJIOKUJ O npuesne penbamapiana Joaropykoro.

OH Bomien CBOEH TSKEIOW TMOXOAKOM, MPUOMU3HWICS K ILapCKOM
HEBeCTe, OOHST ee, a 3aTeM, OTCTYIIMB Ha IIIar, MOYTUTEJbHO MOIIEeIOBaJ €€
PYKY.

— Ilo3apasisio T€ds, — rpOMKO CKas3aji OH, — IO3/IpaBJIsio Bac, Ballle
uMIiepaTopckoe BbicouecTBO! Buepa st Obu1 TBOMM JAsifiel, HBIHYE Thl MOS
rocyaapbias, U s Oyay Bcerma TBOM BepHbld ciyra. Ilo3Bonb nate Tebe
COBET: CMOTPU Ha CBOErO aBTYCTEHMIIEro Cympyra He Kak Ha cynpyra
TOJIbKO, HO KaK Ha rocyjaaps, U 3aHUMaMCsl TOJbKO TEM, YTO MOXET OBITh
emMy mpusiTHO. TBOsSI (haMuiIusi MHOTOYHCIICHHA, HO, claBa bory, oHa oueHb
Oorata W 4jeHBl €€ 3aHMMAIOT Xopolnue mecta. M Tak, eciu Teds OyayT
MPOCUTH O MIJIOCTH KOMY-HUOYIb, XJIOTIOYH HE B MOJIb3Yy UMEHH, a B TIOJIb3Y
3acyr W jgoOpomereneil. OTo OyleT HAcTOAIIee CPEICTBO  OBITh
CUACTIIMBOIO, YEeTo TeOe Kearo.

denpaMapiai HU3KO MOKJIOHWICS TJIEMSHHUIIE U CHOBA MOIIEJIOBAI €€
PYKY.

Ha Bcex poaHBIX 3Ta TOPKECTBEHHAs pedb MPOU3BEIA MPUITHOE
BrieuamieHue. Emie BYepa cTaphlil KHSI3b BOCCTaBajl MPOTHUB 33 lyMaHHOTO



POJICTBEHHUKAMU Opaka, €Ile Buepa TOJKOBaJl O TOM, YTO Opak ATOT HE
nosener k g00py, uto [onropykue uayt mo crtornam MEHIIMKOBBIX, U
OKMJAET UX OJWHAKOBas ¢ HUMHU y4acTb. Ho, BUAHO, cTapuk mepemymad,
BHUHO, YECTOIIO0ME B HEM 3arOBOPHUJIO!

Kus3p Anekcedt pagymiHo OOHSJ €ro W Oarofapuii 3a pPOJCTBEHHBIE
YyBCTBA U 32 IIPEKPACHYIO P€Yb, UM CKA3aHHYIO.

@enpaMapmian nmpoModal U ckopo yexain. OH He AyMall U3MEHSTH
CBOMX MBICJIEH, OH TOJBKO BUJEN, UTO TEIEPh HU K UEMY UX BBICKA3bIBATh:
BCE PAaBHO BCE YK CHICJIAHO U HUYETO HE MONPAaBHUIIIb.

VIII

Anexkceit I'puroppeBud BEpHYJCS JIOMOM B CaMOM MpPAvyHOM
HacTpoeHuu ayxa. OH erle He 3HaJl, 4YTo Oy/eT 3aBTpa, KaKoe BIEUATICHUE
MpoM3BeNl DIynbld mocTynok Karepunsl Ha wummneparopa. Tak am 3TO
npoiaeT Bce, win nogHuMercst Oypsi. Ho, Bo BCSIKOM cityuae, TENeph-TO YK
HEOOXOJIUMO OKOHYATEIbHO YHUYTOXKUTh MPUUYUHY OXujaaemoil Oypu. OH
npu3Ba cebe KkHA31 MBaHa W cTanm TOJNKOBaTh C HUM O TOM, 4YTO
HEMEIJICHHO Haao exaTh K rpady bparucnaBy m ybemuTh ero ycnarb
Ky/1a-HUOYIb MoJajabiie Muae3umMo.

— KoHneuHno, 310 cinenyer, — orBevals kHA3b MBaH. — He 11t cectpel
s 9TO clieflar, a JUIsl HecuacTHOTo rocynaps. Ecim © 3Han st BoBpeMsi, 4To
€Ie TaKoe Bbl €My MPUTOTOBWJIM, TaK HE JOMYCTHJI OBl ATOM Y>KacCHOM
CBaILOBI.

— A, TBI OIIATh CBO€ HAaUYMHACIIb! — YrpIOMO MPOTOBOPHUII EMY OTEII.
— XoTh Tenepb 00pa3ymbCs, OCTaBb U HAac, U cecTpy B mokoe. O cebe
nymau!

«/la, mopa MHe 0 cebe moaymarh!», — MBICJIEHHO MPOTOBOPUJI KHS3b

NBaH, 1 moexan K 1ecapCKoMy MOCIaHHUKY.

OH My4uTeNbHO OOAYMBIBAJ, KaK 3aroBOPUTH O TAKOM IIEKOTIUBOM
nene.

Ho rpad Bparucnas npenynpenun ero. EMy O0b110 y>X BCe U3BECTHO, U
OH TMOCIHEIIWJI YBEPUTh KHA34, YTO Ha JApyrom JaeHb Mwuiuie3umMo
OTHPABIIAECTCS K LIECAPIO C PA3TUYHBIMU TOPYUCHUSAMMU.



— ToBopro 3TO K TOMY, KHsA3b, — 3aKOHUWI Bparucnas, — 4TO HE
OyIeT JI OT BaC KaKuX MOpyYeHUn?

[opa ¢ neu cBanunach y ka3 MBana. OH cep/iedyHO MOOIaroapui
MOCJIaHHUKA M TOCHEIIM JOMOHM, TNepenarb CBOMM O OJaromnoixyyHOM
OKOHYaHUU Jena.

«A Temepp MHE HYXHO O caMoM cebe moayMmarh!», — OIATh
MBICJICHHO cKazan oH. M nmyman oH o ceOe BCIO HOYb, M PEIIMUI, YTO
HA3aBTPa, TaK WIK UHAYE, a Oy/leT pa3bsiCHEHa BCA CyAb0a ero.

Ha npyroii neHbp OH BbleXajd KyJa-TO TOPOIUIMBO. JIMXHWe KOHU €ro
MYaJIUCh, U POCIbIN, TOJICTHIM Kyuep AUKUM rapKaHbeM OTTOHSUI C JIOPOTH
poxokux. Berperuiics Ha ynune KHaA310 MBaHy sKunax repuora Je—
Jlnpusi.

«Kyma oH »3rak Munrca? — mnogyman repuor. — HasepHo, k
npuHiiecce. S He s Oymy, eciid 3aBTpa MBI HE Y3HaEM O €ro cBajable C
Enuzaseroit!..»

Ho ucnanen ommbancs. Kuas3p VBaH noBepHysn HE B Ty CTOPOHY, I/
Kuia ecapeBHa. OH CIelny K HIEPEMETEBCKOMY JIOMY.

HaBctpeuy kHs310 BbIlIEN IOHBIM X03siuH, rpad Ilerp Bopucosuu.
KoneuHo, emy ObLIO JIECTHO BUJETh y ce€0si BceMoryiiero ¢paBopura — jaa
enie Korga? — Ha JApyrou JiIeHb Mociie 0OpydeHbsl KHKHBI Jloaropykon
umriepatopoM. OH He 3HaJI, Kak M OJIaroJapuTh €ro 3a 3TO IMOCELIECHUE, U
TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO YCITOKOWJICA, KOTrza KHs3b VBaH cka3ai, 4To mpuexain Io
OOJIBIIIOMY JIEITY.

— Kaxoe moxer ObITh y TeOs neno a0 meHs? Uem MOry CiyX uTh

Tebe? CnoBO CKaku, BCE UCIOJIHIO! — CHpalliBall IOHBIA rpad, O yMbIBas
O TOM, YTO Temepb HEOOXOAMMO, KaK MOXHO TECHee COJIU3BUTHCS C
JlonropyKkumu.

— Cxaxn mHue, Ilerpyma, Beap ThI TENEpbh XO3IMHOM 3TOTO JOMA
cuntaemibes, crapmum [llepemereBeiM? Benb Thl Teneps miaBa Opary u
cecTpaM, Tak Beb?

— KoHeuHO! — camM010BOJIBHO OTBETHII FOHOIIIA.

— Hy, Tak BOT, 3HauuT, Tebe, Oe3ycomMy, MHE NMPUXOAUTHCS B MOSIC
KJIAHATBHCS, POCUTH TeOs 10 cTapoMy obObiuaro. Coymrait mens, rpad Iletp
BopucoBuy, mpuiien s K TBOEM MUJIOCTH MPOCUTh Y TeOS PYKY CECTpPBI
TBOEH, Haranen bopucoBHBI.

Momnonoi IllepemereB HE BCIOMHWIICA OT M3YMJICHHS W PagOCTH,
ycnbima cinoBa 3td. OH KUHYJCS Ha 10 KHsA3i0 MBaHy, ctanm oOHMMATh



ero.

— Ecnu 6 MoxxHO ObLI10, — PajioCTHO TOBOPUI OH, — 51 O 3a TeOs Bcex
MOMX CECTep pa3oM otaan!

— Tak, 3Ha4UT, ThI COIJIACEH?

— Yt0 K€ elle cupanmBarh: HE TPEe3UJI O TAKOM CYacThe!

W oH onsATh KUHYIICS LETO0BATh KHS3S.

— Tak momm k cecTtpe, mepenai 0 MOEM MPEIJIOKEHUH, U €CIU
comiacHa, TO MyCTh MEHSI MPUMET.

— Comnacna! Bor B3gop kakoit! Kak Oyatro MoxeT oHa OBITH
HecornacHa! J[a ee B 3TOM Jiefie U CripaiiuBaTh HEYETo.

— 4 He Tak gymaro, — 3amerun Jlonropykuii, — eciu 6 oHa ObLiIa HE
COINIacHAa, TaK CUJION OpaTh HE CTaHy.

[IlepemereB xoTen OBUIO €My 4YTO-TO HAIOMHUTH, XOTENT OBLIO
3aMEeTUTh, YTO HE BCErNa TAaKOBBI OBLIM y MOJIOAOTO KHS3s MpaBWiia, HO
BO3JIEPKAJICS M MOCIEMNI K CECTPE.

«/la Belb HE CIATHUT )€ OHA C yMa, — JOPOroi MOAyMal OH, — HE
B3/IyMaeT K€ OTKa3aTbCsl, a KOJU B3JIyMaeT, TaK s C HEM HE MOIEPEMOHIOChH,
yJIOMaTh CyMeeM».

Haranbs bopucoBHa Bxoauiia B CBOM KOMHAThI, KOIJIa €M JOJOKUIU O
npuxoze opara.

— Yro tebe, Opaten;? — u3yMIIGHHO cripocuiia oHa. bpat He GanoBai
€€ CBOMMH MOCEUIEHUSIMU, UHOTJA IO LEJIbIM HEENISIM OHAa €ro HE BUJala.
— Jla, BOT 4TO s cKaxy TeOe, — Mpojokaia OHa, HE JOXKHUIAACH €ro
OTBETa Ha IMEPBbIN BOIPOC €€, — CXOJHU Thl K 0a0yIliKe B KOMHATY, 5 ceiuac
ot Hee. CoBceM OHa 0OOJIbHA, MOXKET, YMPET CKOPO, O TeOE CIpaliuBaia. ..

— Dkas HeBugaias! He B 6a0ymike Teneps neno. Cayiiait Tel, cecTpa, ¢
4yeM s IpUILes K Tede.

N on niepenan e o npeaioxeHuun JJoaropykoro.

— I'me ke oH, rae, 3Aech, y Hac B gomMe? — OBICTPO CIpOCHIIa
Haranbs bopucoBHa, KpacHesl, KaK MAaKOB 1IBET, U 3a]IbIXasiICh OT BOJHEHUS.

— Jla, TBOe€ro orBeTa aokumaeTcsa. Ecinu comracHa, Tak NPOCUT
MIPUHATH €TO.

Haranesa bopucoBna Mmonyana.

— Yto k THI, cecTpa, roBopu xe! Beap Helb3s ke Tak JIOITO €ro
3acTaBlATh Joxkuaarbcs. CornacHa Thl Wib He coriacHa? Jla, Bmpouem, o
yeM TyT ToikoBaTh? KoHeuHo, cornacHa. Pa3Be OoT Takoro >KeHHXa MOXKHO
OTKa3bIBaThCs, a TENepb 0co0eHHO? UTO %K MHE cKa3arh eMy OT Te0s?



— Ckaxu, 4To 5 Xy €ro, — THXO IIenHYJa rpaduHs.

NBan AnekceeBUY HE 3aCTaBUI CE0s KIaTh.

[IaTHAAUATUIETHUN, HO YK€ OJIaropazyMHbIi, OCMOTpUTENbHBIN [leTp
bopurcoBud He BOIIEN BMECTE C HUM, OCTABUJ UX HACJAUHE.

— UYem pemmiib Thl cyap0y Moro, Hataness bopucoBHa? — cnpocuin
Jlonropykuii, kiaHsisich rpaduHe.

OHa npoTdHyna eMy pyKy, KOTOPYIO OH MOLEJIOBAJI MOYTHTENBHO U C
HEBOJILHBIM CEPJICYHBIM TPEIMETOM.

— Ilpucsnp, KHI3b, — CKa3ajla oHa, — ToTojikyeM. [Ipexne Bcero
OJaroziapo 3a 4eCTh, KOTOPYIO Thl MHE JI€JIACIIb. . .

— DT1oro Moryia Okl U HE TOBOPUTH, — mnepedu ee MBan AnekceeBuy.

— OTuero MHe HE TOBOPUTH 3TOT0, KOJIX s Tak uyBCcTBY10? [IpaBna sro,
YTO Thl MHE YECTh JIeJIaellb. XOTh [0 POXKICHBIO MOEMY s U HE HIDKE TeOs
CTOKO, HO BE€Ab Thl, KHS3b, TENEPh TaK BBICOK CHAENAJICS, YTO MOT
pacuuThIBaTh HA JIYYIIYyK0 HEBECTy. Bce naxe W roBOpHWIIM, YTO Thl YK
npursigen cede uecapeBHy EnuzaBery. — Hecmorps Ha Bce cBoe
BOJTHEHHE, HECMOTPSI Ha CTPAIIHYI0 BaXKHOCTh PEIIABIIETOCS, HA CUACThE,
O0e3aMmepHO oxBaruBiiee ayumry, Haraness bopucoBHa Bce ke He Moria
yIEPKATHCA OT ATOTO YIPEKa.

— He xopu MeHs necapeBHoOM, — oTBeTWI €l IBaH AjekceeBuY. —
Konu mpouieiM KOpHUTH CTaHEIlb, MHOTO HAWJIETCs, U KOHYMIIbL Thl TEM,
YTO HE 32 YeCTh MOYTEIIb MOE MPEIIOKEHHE, a 3a OecuecThe cebe Hemalloe.

W 0oH rpyCTHO IJIsAIEN HA HEE.

— AX, uT0 ThI, 4yTO ThI! [IpOCTH MEHS, DIynytO, 3a4eM 5 3TO cKazaya?!
He3auem ObUIO TOBOPUTH MHE: BEIb BOT KOJIM 3a MEHsI CBaTaelibCs, Tak,
3HAYUT, JPYTrol HEBECThI y TEOsI HETY, 3HAUUT, MPEKHUE MBICIA OCTABUIL.
Yrto x 3TO 51 TeOs ynpekHyna! Buaumib, Kak s niiyna, MOXeT, U BOPSIMb Thl
HaWJenb )KeHy Mopa3yMHEe MEHs, KoTopas Obl TeOe OoJbIlne Mmoaxoauia,
OobIIe TEOS cTOMIIA.

A KH:3b YK ObUT Mepe]] Hel Ha KOJICHSX U IEJI0BaJl €€ PYKH.

— PagocTe Mosi, — mienTan OH, — IO IJIa3aM TBOUM BHXY, YTO HE
XO4Yelllb Thl MOTyOUTh MEHS, HE OTKaxenb Thl MHe. Crnacubo, pojaHas,
cnacu6o. [onro He cmen s Kk Tebe mosiBUThCA. CTpalllHO MHE ObUIO U
MIPUKOCHYTHCS K TeOE€: TaKUM HEJIOCTOMHBIM U HU3KUM cebe s kazancsa. Ho
Oonbllle TEpHeTh HE XBaTUiIO cuibl. Korga Mor 6opoth cebsi, Oopod, paau
TeOs1, IOMHSI CJI0Ba TBOU, MHOTO Pa3 OT UCKYIIEHUN pa3HbIX YCTauBaJl U 3712
yberai. 3Har0, 4TO MHOTO Mpaka €I¢ BO MHE OCTaJIOCh, HO HE BO3THYIIIAKUCS



Thl MPAKOM MOWM, MPUMHU MEHS, KaKOB 5 €CTh, U NIOMOTH MHE YUCTOTOIO
Ayld cBOe mobenuth Bpara. TOJIBKO ¢ TBOEH MOMOIIBIO U MOTY Sl CTaTh
HACTOSIIIUM YEJIOBEKOM.

OH roBOpUJI 3TO TaK MCKPEHHO, OH IVISJEN HA HEE C TAKOW BEPOU U
J1000BBIO, UTO OHA HEBOJIBHO CKJIOHHIJIACHh K HEMY M OOHsJIA €r0 IICTO.

— He yamxkaii ceds mpeno MHOM, HETOCTOMHOM, I, MOXKET, €III€ BO CTO
pa3 xyxe 1e0s! — menTana Haranss bopucosha.

— To1 He THeBU bora, He kiieBen Ha ce0si, — OTBETWJI OH, TOKPhIBAs
MOLENTYSIMU €€ PYKH, — HO 3HAEIIb JIM: BOT BEJIUKO TEMEPh MOE CUYACTHE, HO
s BCE JK€ TOTOB OT HETO OTKA3aThCsl MPU OJHOM CTPAIIHON MBICIIH. ..

— Yro Takoe, yto? Ckaku MHE BCE, BCIO CBOIO AYIIy! — MCIIyTaHHO
CITpalllnBajia OHA.

— Ilocnymai, Harama, nocmymaii, xu3Hb mosi! BoT Thl ceiluac
rOBOpWJIA O TOM, YTO S TAaK CTOK BBICOKO... CETOAHS — J1a, HO 3aBTpa
MOXET BCE IMEpPEeBEPHYThCA. HempouyHo mMoe Bennune, U cam s 3TO 3HAIO
Jaydiie, 4eM Kro-inbo. Bcero MHe HyXHO OO0STBhCS, a IyIIe BCEro
CECTPUHOW HEHABUCTH. 3HACUIb JIU Thl, YTO OHA MEHS HEHABUIUT? 3HAEIIb
JIM ThI, UTO BCE OHA CJHIEJIA€T, YTOOBI TOJIBKO MOTyOuTh MeHs? U ¢ uero sra
HEHABHUCTh, HE TIOHNUMAI0, HO TOJILKO OHA CYIIIECTBYET, /1a BEJIb U ThI cama €€
BHjieNa. Tak mociie 3Toro cooopasu Thl, KAK HEIPOYHO MOE BEIUYHUE. BhITh
MOJKET, CKOPO, O4€HBb CKOPO 51 OyAy 3a0BIThIM, H3THAHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM. MHe
BCE PABHO, OT IyLIX TOBOPIO, KaK Nepesl boroMm HCTUHHBIM, UTO HE CTAHY S
Ha 3TO ceroBaTh. He Hamo MHe HU OJiecka, HU ITOYECTEH; MHOIO HX, Ja
cyacThbsl OHU MHE He Janu. Beab He 32 HUX )K€ Thl MEHS JIIOOUIIIb, @ TOJIBKO
oJiHa J000BbL TBOSI U €CTh MOE cHacThe. MHe UX HE HaJlo, 51 IOMUPIOCH CO
BCSAKOM JoOJIel, na ThI-TO Kak ke! HMmew M g mpaBo, Opu Takou
HEMPOYHOCTU MOETO TOJIOKEHHUS, 3BaTh T€OsI 32 COO0I0 B 3TO HEBEIOMOE,
OBITh MOXKET, CTpAIIHOE OyayIee?

— Kusa3p MBaH, — oOpartunack Kk HeMy rpaduHs, U BCE €€ JHUIO
CHEJAJIOCh TAKAM CEPbE3HBIM, TaK U3MEHWJIOCH: OHA Ka3aJ1ach YK HE FOHOU,
HE MIECTHAAUATWICTHEN IEBYIIKOM, a KEHIIMHOW, MHOTO HUCIBITABIICH, —
KHsA3b IBaH, — mOBTOpMIA OHA KAaKMM-TO BIOXHOBEHHBIM TI'OJIOCOM, —
JBAXKIbI JIFOOUTH 51 HE cyMmero. Pa3 Te0st momroOuiia — U TOJIBKO OJMH THI U
€CTh Y MEHS, U BCS KU3Hb MOs OyJeT ¢ TOOOI0, UM COBCEM OJIMHOKA. Ecnu
cyap0a CyJUT HaM CUacThsi — Oy/IeM CUACTIIMBBI, €CJIM CyJh0a TOTOBUT HaM
rope, cTpajaHbsi — OyJieM ropeBaTth U CTpajaTh BMecTe. 1 He OTOWIy OT
T€0s U BEPIO, YTO U Thl MEHA HE OCTaBUIlIb. I HE 0OMaHy TeOs U BEPIO, UTO



U Tl MeHs1 He oOMmaHenb. Kusa3p MBaH, xouenb — Oepu MeHs, O€pu BCIO
KU3Hb MOIO, TeO€, M1 OTHOMY T€O€ OTJIato s €€, U KaK Obl CTPAIIHO HU ObLIO
3T0 OyAyiiee, O KOTOPOM Thl TEMNEph JyMaellb, s C BOCTOPIOM H
0JIa’)KEHCTBOM MPUHUMAIO €r0 U3 PYK TBOUX!..

HeBonbHbli Kpuk BeIpBaiicss y HMBana Jloaropykoro, m ¢ 3TUM
CUACTIIMBBIM KPUKOM OH KMHYJICS K HEH, U OHM CHOBa OOHSIUCH Kpernko. U
OH TOHSJ, KaK MHOTO JaeT €My Ccyab0a, MOHsUI, YTO Haled Kiaju
3aKOJIJIOBAaHHBIN, BeJIMYAIIIee 3eMHOE COKPOBHUIIIE.

IX

I'eprior ne—JIupus gomxkeH OBLT CO3HATHCS, YTO MPEACKaszald IUIOXO.
Bectb 0 nomonBke aBoputa ¢ rpaduneit [llepemerenoit ooserena MockBy
TaKk k€ OBICTPO, KaK W BECTh O IIAPCKOW TMOMOJIBKe. Temeps Bce, 4TO
CTPEMUJIOCHh B TOJIOBUHCKHW JBOPEIL], CTAJO CIEIIUTh U B IIEPEMETEBCKUE
najarel. TaM BCeX BCTpedHalia IOHAsT HEBECTA, CHUSBIIAs KpacoTOuM H
panoctbro. M Bce Hecnu el CBOM JIbCTUBBIE MO3IPABICHUS, BCE TBEPAUIU
BOKpYT HEC:«aX, KaK OHa cuactiuBa!l«ckanmu ee
MHJIOCTH, PEKOMEHIOBAJIACH IO/ €€ MPOTEeKUHIo». [loToM, BCIOMUHAs 3TO
Bpems, Haraness boprcoBHa mucana B CBOMX 3allMCKAaX:«s HE HHOE 4YTO
BooOpaxaia, Kak Bcs chepa HeOecHas JjIsl MEHs TEPEMEHUIIACHY.

['paduns 3a0b11a BCE CBOM MPEKHUE MEUAIM U COMHEHBS, 3a0bliIa CBOU
00eThl, BO3JIEp>)KAaHUE OT BECENIbsl U TMPUTOTOBIICHHE celsi K ckyke. OHa
pazoBaaCh U BECEIUIACHh BCEM CYIIECTBOM CBOMM, OHA CIIYIIAJIa 3TH:«aX,
KaK OHAa CYacTIMBa!», W Cepalue €€ TBEepAWIO:«Ia, [ CYACTINBA, U
cyacTimBee MeHs HeT Ha cBere». O OyayiieM oHa He AyMala, a JayMmala
TOJILKO O TOM, KakK ObI moyariie, Ja mo0obIie BUACThH MUJIOTO YEIOBEKa.

A Kpyrom, B 0oraroM HX JOME YK HUIM MPUTOTOBJIEHHUS K CrOBODY.
MHorouucnenHass ponHs [{onropykux Kakablid JA€Hb MOJHOCHIIA HEBECTE
POCKOIITHBIE MOJAPKH: CEpPhI'd OpPWIJIMAHTOBBIE, dYachl C pa3HbIMU
dbokycamu, TabaKepKH,«TOTOBAJIBLHU U BCAKYIO TaJlaHTEPEION.

[Terp bopucosuu IllepemereB mocnan xKeHUXY MIECTh MYJIOB cEpedpa B
MOMApOK, KyOkM J1a usmu 3004eHble. BOT Ha3Ha4wivd W CroBoOp,
npurjaneHa Obula BCA 3HATh, BCE UYKECTPAHHBIE MHUHHUCTPBI, CTOJBKO
rOCTEH, OAHUM CJIIOBOM, CKOJIbKO MOI' BMECTUTh TOJIBKO MPOCTOPHBIN JOM



[IepemeteBbix. Kaanu u napckyro (amunuto. CroBop Ha3HaueH ObUT B
CEMb 4YacCOB Beuepa, M KOrja CTEMHENO0, TO MO BCEMY ABOPY MIMPOKOMY
3aKKEHBI OBLITU CMOJISTHBIE OOYKH, OCBEIIABIINE TOCTSIM JOPOTY.

Cramm coOuparbcs: MOTIHYINCHh IYTOM KapeThl 3a KapeTamu. OKOJIo
orpajbpl JoMa coOpanaoch CTOIBLKO Hapojaa, YTO BCS yiulla Oblia 3ampyskeHa.
N kpuuanu B Hapoue:«cmasa Te, [ocnonu, oTiia Halmero 104ka UAET 3aMyx
3a OOJIBIIIOTO YeJI0BEKa, BOCCTABUT POJI CBOM M BO3BEJIET OpaTheB CBOUX Ha
CTENEHb OTHOBY». B Hapoae Xopomo enie MNOMHIJIM — CTaporo
dbenpamapinana I[llepemereBa, u mamsaTe Obuta 0 HeM J00pas. Ho Bce xe
CIBIIIATMCh W TAaKHE TOJI0Ca, YTO TOBOPWIM:KAJb TOJBKO, 4YTO 3a
JIOIrOpyKoro BBIXOAUT: B NOYPHYK ceMbro nomnaner». Ho a3tm romoca
pas3aaBaliNCh TUXO, TUXO, U HUKTO UX HE CIyIIal.

Ckopo mpuexana HMMIIEpaTop, €ro HeBecTa M liecapeBHa EmunzaBera.
[Terp nmackoBO 0OHMMAIT cBOETO JTF0OMMITa MiBaHa AjiekceeBruYa, MO3IPaBIIsI
ero ¢ Takou kpacamuiei. JlackoBo OecenoBan ¢ Haraneeit BopucoBHOi,
TOBOPHUJI €#1, 4TO OHa OyJeT CUaCTJIMBa, YTO KEHUX €€ XOPOIIUW YEJIOBEK,
YTO [0 HEM OHA EMY, UMIIEPATOPY, POAHEN CTAHOBUTCS, U OH Paj] CEPACUHO
Takol HOBOW pojeHbke. M Bce syue3apHee CTaHOBWJIACh YJIbIOKa
KpacaBHIlbl HEBECTHI. 11 HUUero He 3ameyasia OHa, KpOME CBOEr0 CYACThS.
He 3ameyana, 4To 1aCKOBBIM UMIIEpATOP CaM YTO-TO OJIe/IeH W IedajeH, uTo,
TOBOpPS O €€ CYacThe, CaM OH, >XCHHX TOXKE€ HEIAaBHUM, HE IOXOXK Ha
cqacTiuBoro. Ho japyrue mmomu, KOTOPBIM HEYero ObLIO JUKOBaTh H
paoBaThCsA, XOPOIIO 3aMETUJIM, YTO MMIIEPATOP MOXYAE]I M W3MEHWICA B
nocjeHee BpeMs. 3aMeTWJIM OHM MHOTO CTPAHHOTO U B OOpaIllEHHH €ro C
HeBecTol. OH BbIpaxkasn €l OOJbIIOe MOYTEHHE, HO OT ITOr0 IMOYTEHUS
BESUIO XOJIOJIOM, CKyKOW U TOCKOr. OH, O4EBUJIHO, paj ObLI OTOMTH OT Hee
MOJAJIBIIIE; BCS €r0 JIFDOE3HOCTh, BCE €r0 OXHUBJICHHE OBbUIM HAITyCKHBIE.
IToroM 3ameTWIM, YTO OH IPUCTAIBbHO W JIOOOBHO B3MISAALIBACT Ha
necapeBHy EnnszaBery. BoT OH mopomien K HEHM, U Ha JIMIE €ro MEJIbKHYJIa
MIPEXKHSS CBETJIas JEeTCKas YIbIOKa.

— JIuza, — ckazan Iletp, — penko Buaaro s Tedst. Ha mromsx Torma el
MEHSI TIO3/IpaBUJIa, HE MOT sl U CJIOBa cKa3aTb Tebe. A k Tebe moexan U He
3acTaj Teos.

— Jla, rocymapb, — OTBETWJIa II€CapE€BHA, — PEAKO MbI C TOOOM
TeNepb CTAIU BUJETHCS, HO S JIU TOMY NPUYUHON? A Kak ObLI Thl y MEHS, S
€311a MO3APABUTH TBOK HEBECTY, MOLEIIOBATh Y CBOEH HOBOM TrOCYHapbIHU

PYUYKY.



Ho Honropykue Obutn y> Onu3ko. OHM YK BCIYIIMBAJIUCh B CJIOBa
1[eCapeBHbI U MOCIEUINUIN OKPYKUTh UMIIEPATOPa,«OTBECTH €r0 OT OMACHOM
MIEPCOHBDY.

B Oonpmioil ImepeMeTeBCKON 3ajie COBEPIICHO ObUIO OOpydYeHBE.
OOpyvan apxueped, W TPUCYTCTBOBAJIM JBa AapXUMaHApPUTA W
MHOTOYMCIIEHHOE AYyXOBEeHCTBO. [lepcTHu, KoTopbiMu oOpyuanuck Hatambs
bopucoBna u IBan AnekceeBUY, CTOWIN: )KEHUXOB — JIB€HAALATh ThICSY, a
HEBECTUH — IIECTh.

Bo Bce Bpemsi coBepiieHusi oOpsna HeBecTa Obuia crokoifHa. OHa
Jaxe 3a0buia, 4YTO, 1O CTAapbiM OObIYasM, €W CJEeA0Balo, XOTS s
BUAMMOCTH, IUIakatb. OHA He makana. Beamkoe cdacTee pa3inBajoCh IO
muny ee. C 3TUM cHacTheM IUIsifieia OHA Ha KEHHMXa CBOETO, a OH... 3a0bIBall
BCE, YTO HYKHO €MY JeJaTh, OH TOJIbKO BUIEI OJHY CBOIO MIIIYIO HEBECTY.
becuncnennbie B30pbl ObUIM YCTpEMJIEHBI HAa HHMX, U MHOTO CKPBITOU
3aBHUCTH, MHOTO HEIOOpOKeIaTeIhCTBa 3aKiIodaiu B cede Te B3ophl. Ho
HEMaJIO ObLJIO U TaKUX, B KOTOPBIX CBETWJIOCh UCTMHHOE ydacTue. lisen
UMIIEpATOp Ha JIFOOMMIIA CBOErO M €ro HEBECTy M JyMaJl:«BOT KaK OHHU
CUACTJIMBBI, celiuac 3To BHJHO. EcTbh ke, 3HAUMT, Ha cBeTe cuacTthe!«M
BCIIOMHWIOCh €My COOCTBEHHOE OOpyuyeHue, ObIBIlIee TaK HEAaBHO,
HECKOJIbKO JHEW TOMY Ha3aJl, U NpPeACTaBWIACh €My OrpOMHAasi pa3HUIlA
MEXIy STUMH THAMH. Hukorma oH He 4yBCTBOBaI ce0sl TAKMM HECYACTHBIM,
TaKMM YyCTaBIIMM. B mnocneaHue OHU €My IMOJIOKUTEIbHO HE [aBaju
NpuiTH B ceOs: OT HEr0 HU Ha Iar He oTxoaws AJiekcei [puropnreBud.
Cnauasna oH OO0sUICS, UTO UMIIEPATOP MOJTHUMET»OYPIONIIO TTOBOAY MOCTYIIKA
Kartommu. Ho umMmneparop He ckazal eMmy Jla)ke HM OJHOro cioBa.«O yeMm
Tenepb TOBOPUTH, BCE YK CHEIaHO». [la ¥ MOHSI I OH, 4TO 3HAYMJIA 3Ta
BCIIBIIIKA €ro HeBeCThl! MoxeT ObITh, He MOHsI. C HUM HaYMHAJIO JeIaThCs
YTO-TO CTpaHHOE. MIHOT]a MBICIIN €r0 0CTaHABIUBAJINCH, CITyTHIBAJIUCH. ..

W rocynapeins HeBecTa, KHskHa KarepuHa AnexkceeBHa, MPHUCTAIbLHO
cmotpena Ha Opara u Haranbio bopucoBny. Eif Toke BCIOMHMIIOCH €€
oOpyueHnbe. OHa TOXe MOBTOpsiyia ceOe:«Beab ecTh ke cuacthe! M y Hee
MOIJIO OBITh TaKO€ CYACThe, M OHA MOIJIa TaK IISJIETh Ha KEHHUXa CBOETO,
kak msiauT Haranbst BopucoBHa, ecnum 0 sK€HUX 3TOT ObUI TOT, KOTO OHa
mobut. 1 rae on teneps? Kynma ycnanu ero? Urto ¢ Hum caenanu? Beex
crpamiuBalia, He oTBeuaroT». K Hell mpucraBieHa CTpaka BEIUKas, Kak
3Beps cTeperyT ee poaubie.«Hy na uro, He ycTeperu, Tenepp Mo3IHo!..» —
C My4YeHHEM U CTPAIHOH 3510001 aymana oHa. M Bce myie u myImie Bcex



OHa HEHaBHJIeJIa, HO ITIOYEMYy-TO €€ HEHABHUCTh oOpalaiach, IJIaBHBIM
oOpa3oM, Ha TeX, KTO Majo ObUI BHHOBEH IiepeA Hew. Teneph OHa
HeHaBuzaena aaxe Haranbio boOpuCOBHY, CBOIO NPEXHIOK IOAPYry U
MPUSTEIbHUILY, HEHABU/JIENIA €€ 3a TO, YTO OHA TaK CUacTINBa.«/la Hemonro
OyZIeT WX cyacThe, — yCIIOKaWBaja OHa CBOIO 3JI00y, — Hemoaro! MeHs
nmoryounu, a camu XoTaT OnaxeHcTtBoBarh! Het, He mam s um storo. S
HeCUYacTHa, TaK BCe BBl Oy/IeTe HECYACTHBI, JIYUIIIeTO BbI HE CTOUTE!»

Ho Bo Bceit cBoeif 37100€ BEJIMKOM, BO BCEM CBOEM MYYEHBH M B ATHUX
0e3yMHBIX IIJIaHaX MECTH, OOpallleHHbIX Ha HEMOBUHHBIX, JaXe €l camoil
HE AyMaJIOCh, KAKOTO CTPAITHOTO HECYACThs OyleT OHA MPUYUHOM, JI0 YEro
JIOBEJIET €€ 3JI00HOE YYBCTBO.

— Muneii Mo, — mennyna Haraness bopucoBHa xeHuxy, korma
mocjie OOPYYEHHS OH C HEH IO PYKY BBIXO WJI U3 3ajIbl, 1 CO BCEX CTOPOH
CTPEMIJINCh TOCTHM MPUHOCHUTHL UM CBOU MO3JPABJICHUS, — MUJIBIA MOM,
3a4eM K€ Thl TOBOPUJI MHE O CTpamrHoMm OymymieM? Pa3Be y Hac Moxer
ObITh OHO cTpaiHo? [TocMoTpH, Kak cBeTsio Bce Kpyrom. [locmoTpu, kakoe
CYaCThe, BEJIb U BO CHE HUKOIJIa TAKOTO HE CHUJIOCh.

— Ax! — Tak Xe THUXO OTBETWJI €M JKEHUX. — 3a4e€M Thl BCLIOMHMIIA
00 3tux cioBax moux, Harama? Teneps BOT Thl CHOBa Hamyraja MeHs. S
HA O YEM HE OyMaJ, a TeHepb BAPYT MHE KaXKETCSA, YTO HEHOJITO BCEMY
ATOMY CYACTBIO HAIIEMYy MPOJOKATHCSI, U UMEHHO IOTOMY, YTO OHO TakK
motHo, Tak BoymreOHo. He croro s Takoro cuactes! Pa3Be uro pamu
YUCTOTHI TYIITH TBOCH aHTEIIbCKOM MOydy s €r0, HO 00I0Ch EMY BEPUTb.

— UYTO TBI, YTO ThI, MOJHO, OTTOHU OT CE€OsI MpayHbIC MBICIH, HE
TeNeph UM IpeaaBarbes!

OHM TIPOXOAWIM MHUMO HMMIIEPATOPa, KOTOPBIM UYTO-TO TAWHCTBEHHO
roBopuJ ecapeBue Ennszasere. OH roBopuI eu:

— Jluza, 3aBTpa yTpoM KIH MEHs, 5 K TeOe Oymy.

— He Oynems, rocynaps, — oTBedasia emy EnnzaBeta, — HE MyCTAT
T€0s KO MHE.

Ho ona OwIcTpo packasuiach, 4TO CKaszama cioBa 3TH. IlpucranpHO
B3[VISIHYB Ha IUJIEMSIHHUKA, OHA YBHUJEJA B JIMIIE €T0 TAKOE MYUYEHHUE, YTO €1
CTaji0 OECKOHEYHO €T0 JKAJIKO.

— TonyOuuk MOM, — MpollenTana OHa, — MHE KaKeTcsl, Thl OOJIEH.

— Her, s 3mopoB. OTyero 1ol Tak [yMaenb?

— Jla Benp Ha TeOe nuIa HET, Thl Tak OJeAeH, U Yy TeOs BUJl TaKou
cTpanHbiil. Takou cTtpanHbii! Thl y:)KacHO M3MEHWICS! — TBEpAWIa OHA C



BO3pACTaBIINM HCITyTOM, M BCE MpUCTajJbHEE B HEro BIVIsAbIBajach. OHa
JaBHO €r0 HE BHJaja M TElNeph HE MOIJAa HE MOPA3UThCS CTPAITHOU
MepEMEHE, MPOUCHIEAICH B HEM.

— Her, s He 6oeH, — meyanbHO CKa3al OH CHOBA.

— Tax yto ¢ To60#? YTo ¢ ToOOI?

— Bort 51 u npueny ckazarb Tede, 4To co MHOM. Terneps pa3Be MOKHO?
CMOTpH, YX CIEIAT 3a HAaMH. . .

[TupoBaHbe B HIEPEMETEBCKOM JOME Mponoipkanochk. C xop rpemena
MY3bIKa, MHOTO POCKOIIIA, MHOTO OJIeCKa pas3iuTo OBLIO BCIOMY, BCE UMEIO
BHEITHUI BuJ 6e33a00THOTO Becenbs. Ho Hax Bcem 3TuM Kak OyATo BUcesa
Kakas-To yepHas Tyda. [IpeguyBcTBuE ONM3KOTO rops, 4ero-To HepoOporo
HOCWJIOCh HaJ BCEMH, U HUKTO HE MOT OTOTHaTh OT ceOs HESCHOM, HO
CTpAIITHOW MBICIIH.

X

Ha crnenyromee yTpo, Korma eme HUKTO U3 JloNIropykux He
MMOKa3bIBAJICA BO JBOPEI, UMIIEPATOP BEJIET 3aJIOKUTh CAHU W IOEXal K
uecapeBHe Enmmszasere. OnHa yxe xpana ero. OHa BHU€NIa U3 BUCPAIIHETO C
HUM pa3roBopa, W3 TOro, KaKk OH CMOTpE] Ha Hee, 4TO Temepb OH
HenpeMeHHO npueneT. OHa BCTpeTWa €ro €O CBOEH BcergalniHeu
JIACKAIOIIEeH yIIBIOKOM.

— Bort Buauisb, s 31ech ¢ T00010, — IPYCTHO cKazaid oH. — JlaBHO
cobupasics, Ja He JalOT MHE HU MUHYTHI OT/bixa. OJTHOTO HE OCTAaBJISIOT;
LEJbId JA€Hb TO TO HYXHO, TO JApyroe. Beap emie Korma, HUKaK OKOJIO
Mecsila, Kak BEepHyach Thl U3 cBoero IlokpoBckoro, a Bce k€ HaM C TOOOHO
0e3 MOCTOPOHHHUX MOTOBOPUTH HE yaaBanock. Hy, uto %k, JIuza, 4To Thl MHE
Tenepsb ckaxeb? BOT s U He mpucTaro k Tebe ¢ Moer JT000BbI0. BOT 4
HEBECTY ce0e HaIllel, )KEHUThCA coouparoch! UTo Thl MHE CKaKeIllb?

OH ¢ HETEpIEHUEM U TOCKOIO kJajl €€ OTBETA.

OHa nozHsJIa Ha HETO CBOM SICHBIE TJ1a3a.

— Yro x s Mory Tebe ckazarb, [leTpymia? i yx Tebs mo3apasuia.

— Her, ckaku MHe, KaK Thl HAXOUIITL MOW BHIOOD?

— U Ha 31O omsATh HUYEro HE MOTy cka3arh Tebe. CaM BBIOMpaAJI, caM
peuui AeNo, U 'y TeOsi CBOM pazyM.



— Tocnoau! — oTyassHHO 3aJOMUJI PyKH uUMIieparop. — U ThI Toxke,
TBI TO K€ CaMO€ TOBOpHILb, yTO U AHIpen MBanbra! OT Bac IBOUX TOJIBKO U
YAl sl MyTHOTO OTBETA, U HUYETO Bbl CKa3aTh MHE He xotute! Pa3Be Tbl
HUYErO0 HE BHJIMINb, Pa3Be Thl HE 3aMeyacllb, YTO sI CaMblii HECUACTHBIN
TENepb YeIOBEK B MUpe?!

— Kak xe mory s uro-HuOynb BuAeTh? Bce Bpems s He Oblia 37ech.
Tl HEe BUAANCAd CO MHOK, Thl COBCEM OT MEHsS OTBEpHyJIcA. S wu3
[ToKpOBCKOrO HE BBIE3KAIA. .. HUYETO S HE 3HAIO. ..

Ha cnoBa EnuzaBeTsl 10HBIN UMIIEpAaTOp OTBETHII:

— Ax, JIuza! 3Haro s, 3Har0, 4TO Thl MOXKEIIb YIIPEKaTh MEHs, 3HAIO,
4TO HE npaB nepea 100o10. [Ipoctu mens, paau bora! Buaums nu! Crauana
MHE OBIIO TaK TSKENo, s Tak Jo0mn TeOs, JIm3a, a Thl OT MeHS
OTBOpaYMBAJIaCh, HY, U... CEPAUIICS 1 Ha TeOs, KoHeuHo. 1 6onbpHO, 60THHO
MHE OBLJIO BHJIETh TeOs: MpuU TebOE MHE CTAHOBUJIOCH XyK€. A TMOTOM...
notoM, JIuza, co Bcex CTOPOH MHE MpO TeOs IypHOE CTalu TOBOPHUTH,
yOeXIalu. ..

— U TBI moBepu? — rpycTHO YCMEXHYJIACh OHa.

— IloBepwui, JIuza! — cMyIIeHHBIM TOHOM THUXO OTBeTHI [leTp.

— S He cepxych Ha TeOs, — CKaszaja OHA, MOJIOXKUB PYKH €My Ha
ey, — bor ¢ To6oro, Bepb, ecnu xodemnb! Cama He 3HAK0, YTO AYPHOE
Jenan, y KaxJaoro CBOM B3MISL[ HAa JYPHOE WJIM XOpOIIEE; MOXKET, €CTh
rae-HuOyIb U AypHOE. 3Hail TOIBKO OJHO, TOyOuuK Mot [leTs, 94To yacto o
TeOe s TIaKajia, 9acTO MHE XOTEJIOCh BUIETh Te€Os, TOTOBOPUTH ¢ TOOOM, 1
yero Oosiack s, TO U Ciydmwioch. Ho ckaxku MHe, CKaku BCE, HE CKPbIBas,
MOJKET, TEMeph Ha BCEM CBETE OJUH TOJBKO APYT y T€Os U €CTh, ITO 1.

Kak B mnpexHue pajaekue JAHU TPUIABUHYJT HMIIEpaTop OapxaTHYIO
CKaMeeuky K kpeciy EnvzaBeTsl, OMyCTHICS Ha ATy CKAMEEUKY U TOJIOXKMIT
CBOIO YCTaJIYIO TOJIOBY Ha KOJIEHU KPACaBUIIbI TETYIIKHU.

— CrpamHo MHe, JIu3za, TSHKeno MHe, He JI0OJI0 S MOEM HEBECTHI.
Huxornga nukoro He mobwia s, kpome TeOs. [loMHUIIL ThI KHSKHY
MenmukoBy? [ToMHHIIB ThI, Kak cMOTpel s Ha Hee? Hy BOT u Teneps To ke
camoe. TOYHO Tak k€ MPOTUBHA MHE CTAHOBUTCS MOSI HEBECTA. . .

— Tocnogu! [la 3auem ke Thl cruenan ed npemioxenue? Beap HUKTO
e CUJION He 3acTaBwI TeOs?!

— He cunoi, a 3actaBuin.

W oH nmonpoOHO pacckaszall LecapeBHE BCE, YTO ¢ HUM ObL10. OH He
BUHWI [{onropykux, He BUHWI U KHsDKHY. OH 710 CUX TIOp OBbLIT YBEPEH, UTO



C WX CTOPOHBI HE OBUIO HHMYETO 3apaHee IOATOTOBIEHHOTO, HUKAKOTO
yMmbIcia. Ho He Tak aymana necapeBHa. OHa SICHO TOHSUIA B YEM JIENIO U HE
MOIJIA YAEPKAThCA OT CIIE3.

— Tocnogu! Eme »Toro HemocTraBalio, — Hayajla OHAa, OOHHMAas
[Terpa. — lomyOuuk MOM, HO BeIb ATO JEJIO HEBO3MOXKHOE! Thl HE MOXKEIIIh
OTIIaTbCSI UM B PYKH, Thl HE MOXEIIb MOTryOuTh ceOs. Thl JOIKEH
OTKa3aTbCsl OT HEBECTHI.

— Kak 310 MoxHO, JIn3za! Tenepb 3T0 COBCEM HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Jla oT4ero xe, 0T4ero xe?

N ona Hayana yOexxaTh €ro.

OH BHUMaTeNbHO Cciymail. MHOroe emy CTaHOBWJIOCH SICHO, YEro J0
CHX MOp HE MOHMMAaJ OH. bblla MUHYyTa, KOTJa OH pelini B cede, 4To Tak U
MIOCTYIIUT, Kak coBeTyeT JIuza: cOpocut ¢ ceds 3TO HEHaBUCTHOE Opems,
eI1e pa3 MOKAXKET, UYTO OH CBOOOIHBIN YETIOBEK M MMITIEpaTop.

B BonHeHun, 6mects razamu, nogHssicsa oH. CHOBa BEpHY/IAch K HEMY
Terepb Cuja: OH OOAPO CTOSI Tepes] liecapeBHOM. BOT oH cxkall Kynaku u
CIABUHYJI CBOM TEMHbIE OPOBHU.

— Jla, Te1 mpaBa! [la, 1 He Mory ryOuTh ceOs, s TaK WM WHaAue
Pa3BsIKYyCh C HUMH.

Ho, BuaHO, TEnepp y»k BCIKOE BOJIHEHUE BPEAHO HA HETO JCMCTBOBAJIO;
BHJIHO, B HEM IIPOOyIMIach HE CHJjla, a TOJBKO MOCeaHEee TOI001e CUIIbI 1
SHEPrUM, OH TOIIATHYJCS W TOMHMO CBOE€H BOJM OYYTHJICS CHOBa Ha
KOJIEHSX Tiepes EnvszaBeTon.

— boxe moit! Uto ¢ T06010?

— TonoBa kpyxwurcs, Jluza! Tenepp wacto kpyxwurcsa. [lmoxo mHe
YTO-TO B MOCJIEAHEE BPEMSI. . .

OHa cxBaruiia ero 3a pyKu: pyKu, Kak Jiejl, XOJIOAHBIE, JIUIIO OJIeTHOE.

JloOpoe cepaiie 1ecapeBHbl Cxkaloch 007bt0.«Iloryounu, noryounm
MOETro MaJikduKkal» — aymalia oHa.

— 3Haemnb, JIuza, nHOTAA BECh JIEHb OpPOXKY s, KaK MIAJLHON COBCEM,
MPOCTO pa3yM y MEHS MYTHUTCS, HUYErO0 HE MOHUMAIO, IO HOYaM TPSICET
nuxopaaka. [lotom Bce TNpoHIET, U HECKOJIbKO IHEH OISITh HUYEro, HO
TENEPh... TENEPh MHE BCE XYKE U XyXKE.

— Tak 3aueM TBHI He neunmibes? S ceduac moeay K AHIpPERO
NBanoBuuy...

— AX, ocraBb, He e31u! UTo oHM MoryT MHE caenars?! Tel mOMHUIIB,
Jluza, xkak ymupala cecTpuiia, OHa TOIJa TOBOpHJIA, TMEepe]l caMOM CBOEH



CMEPTBIO TOBOPUJIA, YTO CKOPO s OYly C HEIO, K HEM OTIPaBIIIOCh. 3HACIIIb, I
CHBIIIAJ, YTO y T€X, KTO yMHUpaeT, ObIBACT TaKO€ MPOCBETICHUE, MHOTOE
OHU BUJAT U IOHUMAIOT U3 TOTO, YTO HUKOMY HaM HEACHO.  emie Buepa BOT
10aT0 00 3TOM JayMall, BCIO HOYbL CETOIHS TOXKE MPOIyMall, HE CIaioCh MHE.
S u mpuexan ckazarhb TeOe 370, JIn3a, 4TO CKOPO MEHS HE Oy/eT...

OHa xoTena yTeWUTh €ro, HO CJIIOB HE Haxoawna. Eil camol Tenepb
Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO OH HEMPEMEHHO yMpeT ckopo. Jla u pa3Be MOXKHO OBLIO
BBIHECTH TO, YTO OH BbIHEC? Ele HyHO yIUBIATHCS, KaK JO CUX MOP CHJI
xBartayno. Ho HeT ke, BeAb 3TOro Henb3s JAOMYCTUTh, OH TaK MOJIOJ, €ro
KW3Hb €III€ HE Hayajaach IOYTH, pa3Be MOXKHO eMy ymuparb? Eme ectsb
BO3MOKHOCTh CIIACTH €0, Y HETO Takas 3/10poBas npupoja. Teneps Obl emy
OTJIOXHYTh, IO€XaThb B UYXHE CTpaHbl, K TEM BOJaM LEJICOHbIM, TJE
Oatromika sieuuics. LlecapeBHa XopoIio MoMHUIa, KaK OJMH pa3 €€ BETUKUN
ponutenb yexain B Cria coBceM O0JIbHOM, COBCEM M3MYYEHHBIN, a BEPHYIICS
CHWJIBHBIM U OOJIPBIM.

— Exarb Tebe mosieyuThes B UyKMe CTPaHbl! — IpOMKO BbIpa3ujia OHa
HMMIIEPATOPY CBOIO MBICIIb.

OH MaxHyJI pyKOH.

— A pasBe BboIyCTAT? CKa)XyT, 4TO HEJb35 HUKAK, YTO TOCYIapCTBO
OT 3TOro crpaaarh Oyner. Jla m 3auemM? Hukynma Temeph He TSHET MEH,
JInza, u xu3Hb MHE yx Hagoena. [IpaBo, yMepeTs Jiydlie, 4emM Tak KUTb,
Kak kuBy 5. [lpexkne, HeJaBHO elie, MHOTO OBUIO pajgocTed, BCE MEHs
3a0aBIIsJI0, BCE MEHSI BECEJIMIIO: KaXKIyI0 CBOIO OXOTHUYBIO COOAKy JTHOOMIT
a1, KakJasg U3 HUX MHE J0CTaBisiia ynoBoibcTBue. [ITuily 3actpento, 3Beps
3aTpaBil0 — HE 3HAIO KyJa IEBaThCS OT PAJOCTH, & TENIEPh BOT HE BICYET U
oxora. Urto x MHe xuTb-TO, JIm3a! Koro mro0iro s, TOT MeHs He JIFOOUT:
KOTO He JI00JI0, TOT BCEraa, co MHOI. BOT Thl roBopuiia OTKa3aThCs OT
HEBECTBI; MOAYMAJ Sl CEWYAC, UTO MOXKHO 3TO CHENaTh, a TEIEPh BUXKY, YTO
HE XBaTUT y MEHS Ha TO CWIbL. /[a U 4TO X MOTOM, XOTh ObI JaXke ylia U
sTa HeBecTa? OnsATh Belb MpUAET Apyras. Benb Bce Kpuyar, BCE€ TOIBKO TO
Y TBEPIAT B YIIIM, UTO JOJKEH sI HENMPEMEHHO *)eHUThes. Hy, rox mpouzer,
ApyroM, Belb BCE PaBHO *eHa Oy/eT, a rie ke s Hailay HeBecTy cebe 1o
cepauny? Kakas nmpunnecca miaeHuT MeHs? Jluza, molMu, MOst 30J10Tasi, 4TO
HUKOTO HE JIIO0JII0 5, HHKOTO HE MOT'Y JIFOOUTb.

— llonno, Ilerpymia, He Tem Tbl Tenepb ObLT 3aHAT. W MbIciau, u
YyBCTBA y TeOS MO TBOEMY BO3paCTy, a BOT MPOUAET TOA, JAPYroul, u



HEMPEMEHHO KOTo-HUOy/b TMOMoOuIb. Benp dYenoBek ThI TOXE, a C
YeJI0OBEKOM TaK BCerjia ObIBAET.

Nmneparop nevyanbHO YIbIOHYIICS.

— Bot 10-T0, JIN3a, uTo Majo Tel MeHs 3Haenb. He Ol g yeroBekoM,
Jla HUKOTa U He Oymy: ObUI 51 MaJibIM peOCHKOM, a TTIOTOM IPSIMO CTAPUKOM
caenancs. Hy, mocMorpu Ha MEHSI XOpPOIIEHBKO — pa3B€ HE CTapUK S
teneps? Kak ecTh crapuk crapblif, paccrnabneHnblid. M 3Haems nm, kak y
CTapUKOB BCE CBETIIOE, BCE XOPOIIEE HAJIEKO MO03aJU OCTaJIOCh, U JKUBYT
OHM TOJIbKO O HEM BCIIOMHUHAs, TAK U y MEHA: BCE, YTO MUJIO U JOPOro —
naneko. Jlameko Haiie BpeMsi 30J10TO€, NMOMHHIIb, METEProCcKoe BpeMms,
naneko cectpuiia Harama... ga u Thl ganeko. Thl Teneps il MEHS YK HE
MpeXHssI. 3HACHIb JIM, KaK s Jro0ui Teds, JInza? 3Haenisb i, 4To KaKIylo
MUHYTOUYKY Majyr 00 omHoW Tebe Toimbko ayman? W g xman, 4To U T
MEHS TIOJIFOOHIIIb, KIaJI, YTO ThI Oy/IeIIb MOEH >KEHOI0, YTO MBI BCIO KU3Hb
MIPOKUBEM BMECTE, BOT OBLIM MOM MEUTaHUs, BOT ObLIO ObI MOE€ CHACThE —
ThI €r0 HE 3aX0TeNa.

EnuzaBera Monya ruiakarna.

— Ho 1b1 HE aymaii, — npogomxan Ilerp, — He mymai, JIuza, yto
TeTepb sl He JTH00II0 TeOs; TaK ke 000, KaK MPEXe, MOXET, e1le O0bIie
0010, TOJIBKO YK 0€3 BCSKOM pajoCTH, 0€3 BCIKON HaIEkK/bI!

He morna necapeBHa ero Oonblie ciyniaTh, HE MOIJIa CMOTPETh Ha
Hero. Cep/te ee pa3pbiBasioch. KpyroM npuaBopHbI€ JaBHO YK€ FTOBOPUIIH,
YTO OHA XOJIOJHAs, YECTONIOOMBas JCBYINKA, 3aBIEKAET €ro, KejaeT
3a0paTh B PyKH U KEHUTh Ha ceOe, YTOOBI CTaTh UMIEPATPHULICH.

Hu ogHOV MUHYTHI OHa 3TOro HE JIymania, HO JIOOWIa MMIlepaTopa
HEJUIIEMEPHO, KaK MUJIOTO MJIajiiero Opara, A BOT TeNeph TaK MEPBBIA pa3
B JKM3HM nonyMaiia:«boxe moi, kakas xanocts! Her cun BeiHecTH. HyxHO
CIIACTH €T0, HY>)KHO €My COOOI0 MOKEPTBOBATHY.

— Caymait, [lets, — BIpPYTr B3BOJTHOBAaHHBIM TOJIOCOM OOpaTwiach
OHAa K HEMY, KPEIKO CXKHUMasi €ro pyku, — €CJIM IpaBia, YTO Thl TAK MEHS
JOOUIITE, €CITU TIPABA, YTO S MOTY ClIeJaTh TeOs CYaCTIMBBIM, CIyIIaid — s
cornacHa. Sl Ha Bce comiacHa. S Oymy TBoeil »keHoro, Oydy, XOTb 3TO
OPOTUBHO Hamiel penuruu, Oyay, XOThb ObI 3a 3TO Ha MEHS MOCHINAINCH
kamMHU. TOJIbKO, MWJIBIH, YJABIOHUCH MHE, TOJIBKO B C€0s MpUIU: OTOPOCH,
MPOTOHU OT Ce0s BCEX OSTUX HETOJHBIX JIFOEH, KOTOpHIE HIIMYT TBOEH
MOTru0eIIN, TOIBKO KUBU, TOTyOUHK!..



Nmneparop misifen Ha HEE OCTAHOBHUBIIMMHCS IJla3aMu U BAPYT
3apblJiall MyYUTENIbHO, KHHYJICS K HEW Ha 1110, KPENKO €€ OOHSI U CIpsiTall
CBOIO TOJIOBY Ha rpyau ee. Jojiiro He MOr NpUiiTH OH B €05, JOJIT0 HE MOT
MPOM3HECTH HU cjoBa. Ho BOT phIIaHUs €ro MpeKpaTWIMCh, OH TOIHSI
rOJIOBY W MPUCTAJILHO B3MISAHYJ B JIMIO lLiecapeBHbI. [lo—npexxHeMy 4ymaHO
MPEKpPacHO CMOTpPEJI0O Ha HEro Juio A3To. HemonnenbHOE, HCKpEHHEE
YyBCTBO, TEIJIOE y4aCTHUE CBETUIIOCH B HEM.

— 3a »9otH cinoBa, joporas Jluza, Omaromapro TeOs. Jlramu
OecCOBECTHBIE JIFOU, BCE JITallu — OJIMH s IIpaB ObL, 3Hasl T€OsI, 3HAasI TBOE
cepaie 3oiotoe. Eiie pa3 mporry mpoCTUTh MEHS 3a TO, 4TO s ObLI TaK
Iyn, cMen Ha T1e0s cepauthea. Ho cmymaii, JIuza! Ecnu 6 Teneps Thl Ha
KOJICHSIX CTajla YMOJIATh MEHS O TOM, O Ye€M CTOJIbKO pa3 Mpocuil s TeOs,
ecim O cedyac crtajia MHE KJIACThCsT borom, dro oOMITe MeHsS Tak, Kak
BCEIa X0TeJ, YT0O Thl MEHS JI00MiIa, Bce ke, JIn3a, U3 3Toro Hu4ero Obl He
Morio BeIMTH. O, Kak s TeOs nmonumaro! O, kakast Tel n00pas! Tebe MeHs
aJKO, U BOT Thl XOuelllb MHE MOXXepTBoBaTh cobor. Ho, Jluza, s He
NPUHUMAI0 TaKoW KepTBbl. S TONBKO Onaromapro TeOs 3a Hee, HO He
MPUHUMAIO, HE MOTY MPUHSATH. S MOHSII, YTO HENb3sI Te€OE TOOUTH MEHS, S
TUIsl TeOSI MaJIbuMK, s 1Sl TeOst Opat maneHbpkuit. [Ipexae He moHuMaI 3TOro
— Tenepb MOHUMALO.

[{ecapeBHa KpemnKo 00HsIA €Tro.

— Tak 4rto x MHe aenarb, 4To0 Te0s ycrnokouTh? CKaXu TOJBKO, BCE
UCIIOIHI0. XO0Uelllb, U He OTONYy OT Te0s? S Oymy TBOUM Jydmum apyrom!!

— Jla, xopoio O6b1 3T0 OBLII0, — MPOIMIENTA OH, — HO MEHS OT TeOs
OTHHUMYT.

— CTpimuch, — BIPYT 3aroBopujia OHA, AyMas, 4YTO €CTh €IIe
CpEeICTBO BO30YIWTh B HEM DJHEPIHI0, — CTBIAUCH OBITh TaKUM

MaJIOAyIIHBIM. Thl OBUI MEHBINE, Thl OBUI COBCEM PEOCHKOM, U y TeOs
XBaTWJIO CHWJIBI YHMUYTOXXUTh HEHAaBUCTHBIX MEHIIMKOBBIX, pa3OUThH
BpaXXeCKHE KOBBI, paciyTarh ceOe pyku. Temepb, Temepb Thl CTaplle,
JOJIKEeH OBITh CUIIbHEE: )KU3Hb T€Os MOy4nsa, BUAE ThI JIIOJEH, MOT Y3HaTh
ux. UTo X, HEY>KEJIU Thl CUMTACIIbL CBOMMU JApy3bimu Jonropykux? Emie
WNBan, moxer ObITb, TEOS JIIOOUT, HO Te, oOcCTalbHBIC... [logymait
XOPOIIIEHBKO, TOWMU HAKOHEIl... JTO OOMAaHIIUKH, IUTyThl. BuUAHO, HE
3Haellb Thl, YTO OHU JeNatoT. OHU Ka3Hy TpadsT U TBOPAT BCIKYIO
Henpasny. Ha Hux Becwk Hapon xanyercsa. Mx Bce HeHaBuaar. OHU TO ke,



yTo JlaHWUIbIY... XyXe, TOT, MO KpalHOCTH, JAejall Jeio0, TrojoBa OblLia
30J10Tasl, a TU HUYETO, KpOME 3714, HE JIENAlOT. ..

— Hy, b1 cepauTa Ha HuUX! MoxeT ObITh, Thl HECITPABE/IJINBA, HE TAK
y>K OHM IypHBI, — CMYILeHHO 3ameTui [leTp.

— UYro X, okoyToBaIM OHU TeOs, 4TO Tu? BCIOMHM BCe XOPOIIIEHBKO,
BCIIOMHU BC€ 3TH OXOTHI; BEIb MPEXKIE MOCTOSHHO s TaM TOXKe ObIBalia C
BaMM, BeIb 51 Bce Bujuena! Pa3ee Buepa, 4TO JM, HA4YaJIOCh 3TO JEIO C
kHsDKHOM Karepunoi? Pa3Be Anekceil [ puropbeBruY HE BCAYECKU CTapascs
€€ BBICTaBJIATh Ha I1a3a Tede?!

— AX, MOXeT ObITb, 3TO U IpaBJia, — OTYassHHO nporoBopu Iletp, —
J1a TOJIbKO 3Haelllb, 4TO s CKaxy Tede! BOT ceifuac curo MUHYTY, 51 BCE SICHO
BIDXY, 51 BCE MMOHMMAar0. B3onuin 661 OHU Teneph CIoa U MOCMOTpesia Obl ThI,
Kak 51 uX ObI BCTPETHII... a 4yepe3 yac OyaeT coBceM Apyroe. MoxeT ObITh,
TOYHO, OHM MEHS OKOJJOBaIM — Y MEHS TENepb HUKAKOM HET CHIIBIL,
HUKAaKOM HET BOJIU, 51 TENEPh HE 3HAIO, UTO CO MHOK. BUIIHO, MHOTO ycnen
HarpemuTh 51, YTo bor MeHs Tak Haka3bIBaeT.

Ha mrmazax u3ymyJ€eHHOM M MCOYTaHHOM LECAPEBHBI B HMIIEPATOPE
MpoM30IILIa nepeMeHa. HelaBHo enie OT BOJIHEHHS €ro MIEKU Pa3rOpeEuCh,
HO Temeph IMOKpbUIa MX CMEpTHass OJEAHOCTh, BOT OH 3aJpoXKal u
MCITYTAaHHO OCMOTPEJICS BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

— A, mMoxer ObITh, Hac moachymanmu? MoXeT, 37ecCh Tae-HUOYIb
Aunexceit I'puropseBuu? Ilocmotpu, JIuza, moxanyiicra, Mogu K ABEPSM,
nociymau, nociuymai!..

— T'omyOuuk Moii, uTo, 4TO ¢ ToO0r? ThI, TpaBO, OOJICH, T OPEIUIIIb!

— Her, s He 6pexy, JIuza, He Opexy. S 3Hat0, UTO HU OHO MOE CJIOBO,
YTO HU OJIHA MOSI MBICJIb HE MPOXOAAT TakK, Bce oHM 3HaroT. Kak, oTkyna —
He noHuMmaro, JIuza, ecnu 1eda OynyT cHpalivBarh, O Y€M MbI TOBOPWIIH,
NOXKaITyICTa, YTO-HUOYb BhIIyMaii!..

[lecapeBHa 10 TOTO UCITYTajach 3TUX CTPAHHBIX, OE3YMHBIX PEYECil, UTO
AyMalla KIIMKHYTh KOTO-HUOYZb, IIOCHAaTh MOCKOpEH 3a nokTopoM. OHa He
3Haja, 4To €l JeJaTh, METaJIach IO KOMHATE.

— Ilereuka, anren moi! I103BoJIb S TIOLLIIO 32 CBOMM JOKTOPOM, OH
nacT Tede KaKoro-HuOy/Ib JICKapCTBa.

— AX, 4TO ThI, 4TO Thl! — HCIyraHHO OpPOCHJICS OH 3a HEI U He
nyckan ee oT cedsa. — UTo Thl, kKak MOkHO J1okTopa! Kakoe jekapcTBo oH
nact MHe? BOH W Tak mpWHECIM MHE HAMEIHU JIEKapCTBO, S CKasaj, 4TO
BBIIIWJI, & CaM THUXOHBKO BBUIMJ €ro. 3Haenib, Jluza, s Tebe Mmpu3HaroCh,



TOJIbKO paau bora He roBOpY HUKOMY 00 ITOM: 3HACIllb, 51 KaXIbI pa3 3a
00e0M 0010Ch, YTO MEHSI OTPABSIT.

— Jla xTo T€0st oTpaBUTHL MOXKET? KoMy 3TO HYXHO?

— He 3Haro k10, TOJILKO pa3Be 3T0 He ObiBaeT?! Jla, MOXET OBITh, YK U
Terepb BO MHE OTpaBa, OTYEro s Tak OosieH, JIu3a, oTuyero Ha MeHsl HaXOAUT
Takas ciabocTh?

[lecapeBna Bujena, 4YTO OH, JeWCTBUTENbHO, Openur. OwnHa
JTOTPOHYJIACH JI0 TOJIOBBI €r0 — r0JIOBA ropsivasi, caM JIPOKUT BECH.

— Ilocnymaii, moenem, Mo3BoJib, 51 J1I0Be3y TeOs. S mMpoBOXy TeOs,
TeOe HaJIo JIeUb B IOCTENb, OTIOXHYTh. ThI, BEpHO, IPOCTYAMIICS. ..

— Hert, uto T8I, yTO THI! He €311 co MHOIO, TeOe BeIb CASIAIOT 3a 3TO
HEMPUSITHOCTb.

Ho on yx Tak ocnmabein, 4To el HETPYIHO ObLIO OT HETO BHIPBATHCS.
Omna mpukasana ckopee 1aBath ce0e 0/1eBaThCs U MOYTH CHIIOIO YBE3JIa €ro.

Bo nBopue Jlonropykue yxe JaBHO TPEBOXWIIWCh, HE 3HasA, KyJa OH
BbI€XaJl: BCIOMIY TTOCTIAIA Pa3BEbIBATh.

Aunekcelt [ puropbeBuY CUILHO TTOKOCUJICS Ha IIeCapeBHY, HO, B3JISIHYB
Ha wumneparopa, nepenyraiucs. Ilerpa pazgenu u ynoxunu. Co3Bayu
JIOKTOPOB: T€ BCE MPUMHUCAIIN MPOCTY/IE.

X1

Ha npyroit nens Ilerpy crano nydmre. [Ipoctyna npoiia, HO ocTajiach
NpexHss ci1abocTh, MpeXHUE YHbIHWE W anaTtus. EnusaBera Bo3Oyauiia B
HEM MOCJIEJHIOK BCHBIIIKY SHEPrUM, U OH ObUI MpaB, TOBOPS €H, YTO
MIOJIOKEHHE ero 0e3HaJeXHO, YTO HHMKaKas CHJIa TEIEeph HE CIAaceT €ro, He
BbIpBeT U3 BiacTtu Jonropykux. [la u kak emy Obuio BeipBarbesi? OH HE pa3
CpaBHUBAJI CBOE TEIEPEIIHEE ITOJIOKEHUE C BDEMEHEM, IIPEIIIECTBOBABIIINM
HU3BEpkKEHUI0 MeHIMKOBbIX. Torna ObuIO Apyroe nAeno, TOTAa MOT OH
MOCTYNUTh JHepruyecku. OH BOCCTaBald 3a CBOM 3aKOHHBIE MpaBa,
BOCCTaBaJI IPOTUB YEJIOBEKA, CAMBIM HE3aKOHHBIM 00pa30M MOXWUTHBILIETO
BJIACTh U BO 3JI0 €€ ynorpeOisaBiIero. TOT 4enoBek Aepkal e€ro B pykax,
OCKOPOJISUI €ro, CTECHSJ BCAYECKH, 3JI00CTBOBAJ M THPAHCTBOBAN Haj
BceMH. Takoro yeaoBeka JTOJKHO ObUIO yIAJIUTh U YHHUYTOXKUTH. Teneps He
TO, HOBas pPOIHA,KKOMIIaHbs», KaK Has3blBM Toraa Jlonropykux, He



CTECHsIa CBOOOJIBI MMIIEpaTopa, HAMPOTHB, BCAYECKH €My yroxkjana,
UCIIOJHSIA MaJIelIee ero »ejJaHue, TOJbKO U AyMana, Kak Obl 3a0aBISATh
ero. KoHeuHO, BEJIMKOE CTECHEHHE €Tr0 BOJIM Oblla ITOMOJBKA C KHSDKHOM
Karepunoi, Ho Benp cam oOH comacwicsd. HukTo He mnpuHykman ero
CJIOBaMM M yrpo3amMu, CaM OH BO BCEM BHHOBAT, BHHOBAara €ro
OecxapaKkTepHOCTb.

«Ho Beap npasa JIuza, — Oe3HaACKHO JAyMall OeAHBIN UMIIepaTop, —
YTO OHM BCE€ 3TO MOACTPOMIIA HAPOYHO, 3apaHee Bce moaAroToBwin. Kak xe
cmenn oHu! Kakas xe HeBecta MHe [lonropykas? OHa MeHs crapiie, OHa
MHE He HpaButTcs. Ho Benb cam s BHHOBAT, 3a4€M TOTHA K€, celdac He
otkazaics. [1e 011 MoM paccynok? ['ne Obu1a Mos BoJig? A Tenepb MO3/HO,
MO3IHO!»

XBaTWji0 €me pa3 y HEro CHIbl BBIPBATbCA W3-TIOJI HEYCHITHOTO
HaJ30pa Anekcest [ puropreBrua U Che3aUTh TalHO K OcTepMmaHy, HO BCE
HUYETO HE BBIIUIO U3 ATOU IMOE3IKU.

Angnpeit IBaHOBUY, KOHEYHO, MOT TOBOPHUTH TaK ke yOEIUTEIbHO, KaK
u EnuzaBera, MOXeT ObITh, elle yOeauTelbHEee, HO TOBOPUTH OH TENEph
Oosicsi. OH XOpOIIO TOHUMAJI, YTO BpSAJ JIM YAAcTCS €My MoOOpOTh
Jlonropykux, mOKyna XuB wuMmieparop. KoHedHO, MOXHO HaCTPOWTh
IOHOIIY, HO HEIb3S IMOPYUYUTHCS 32 MOPOJOJHKUTEIBHOCTh TAaKOIO
Hactpoenus. CeromHss oH OymeT moctymarh o coBetam OcTepmaHa, a
3aBTpa JloJropykue oOmnsATh BO3BMYT CBOE€ M JIETKO BBINBITAKOT, KTO
3aMBIIUISIET UX TUOeb, U B OJUH JeHb NMoryosT camoro Ocrepmana. A oH
OoJbIIIe, YEM KOTJA-TM00, TOKEH CHUIETh KPENMKO M HE IMOJaBaTh royoca.
YyBCTBYET OH, YTO CKOpPO BC€ mNepeMeHuTcs. He Hagoiro Top:KecTBYIOT
Jlosropykue: mycTh MOBEIWYAIOTCS, MyCTh mobaxBanarcs. KoHeuHo, TOHKO
M OCTOPOKHO HYKHO pa3fpa)xarb MPOTUB HUX UMIIEPATOPA, U €CIIU OH KUB
OCTaHETCs, TO, MOXET, Yepe3 rojl, JIPyrol cam CTPAXHET C ceOds UX Wro,
packaeTcs B CBOEH XKEHUTHOE, JTaJIeKO Pa30lUIET POAHIO CBOK HE3BAHHYIO,
[apUIly B MOHACTBIPb 3aTOYUT. ECiIN k€ HE BBIIEPKUT, €CIIA YMPET CKOPO,
TOTa BCE KOHUUTCS caMo coboro. Uto torma Oymer, o ToM Octepman
aymaeT HempecTaHHo. OH yX pelunsi, Kakyr poiib €My B TaKOM CIIy4yae
urpatb HajgoOHO. Yamie W yamie CTaHOBSTCA €ro mnucbMa B Muray,
repuornie AnHHe MBaHOBHE W bupoHy. Jlplmar 3Th mucbMa HCKpEHHEMN
Ipyxk00i1 U routreHueM. BepHbIM 1 HEM3MEHHBIM paOOM MOUCHIBAETCS OH
repUOTUHE, BEPHBIM U HEU3MEHHBIM JPYTOM MOANUCHIBACTCS bupony.



N B pasroBope ¢ MMIEpPaTopoM TOJNBKO B3AbIXasl AHnpen MBaHoBHY,
co00JIe3HOBAJI, COBETOBAJI 3aHATHCI COOOIO, ITOJCUHMTHCSA, BECTH KH3HB
Oosee peryisapHyro; HO npo Jlonropykux He cka3zajl HH OZHOTO JYPHOTO
CJIOBA.

He cnopunn oH u ¢ repuorom ne—Jlupus, KOTOpPbIM YBEPSII €0, UTO
rocyJapb HauMHAET CTPSAXUBATH C CEOsI UTO.

Korma xrto-HuOyas c yxkacom oOBsBIsI AHApero MBaHOBHUY, 4TO
Jlonropykue y»X HauMHAIOT JIEJTUTh MEXAY COOOI0 BBICIIME OJKHOCTH:
Anekceii-ie Xo4eT ObITh TeHEPATUCCUMYCOM, IEPBBIM MUHUCTPOM, MBaH —
BEJIMKUM aaMupasioM, Bacumuit JIlykuu — BenukuM kaHugepom, Ceprei
Jlonropykuii — 00ep—ITaJIMeNcTEpOM, OH CIIOKOMHO OTBEYas Ha ATO:

— UYTo X, KOHEYHO, B TIOPSJKE BEIIEH Kelarhb UM ce0e MouYecTel;
Tenepb Belb OJM3KOM POIHEN rocyaapro AENarTcCsi, KOHEYHO, UM IIEPBOE
MECTO.

W Bce yXonuiy OT HEro, MOHUMAs, YTO C TAKUM OCTOPOKHBIM 1 HUYETO
HE BBIJJAIOIIUM YEJIOBEKOM JIyYll€ W HE pa3roBapuBarbh. MOXXHO TOJBKO
3aBUJIOBATh €T0 pa3yMy U CTAPATHCS UATH IO CTOMAM €ro.

Ho urto 6b1 HU roBopuin Anapeit IBaHoBUY, BCeM OBLIO SICHO, YTO €CIIH
JaXe TOCyllapb U HE CTPSXUBAET C ce0s ura, To, BO BCSAKOM CJydae, OYeHb
XOJIOIHO OTHOCHUTCSI K cBOoel HeBecTe.«l OoHa JOBOJbHA 3TUM, HAaBEpPHOE.
OHa HEOXOTHO MpUHUMaa Obl HEKHOCTH >KEHHMXA: BEJlb HE yCIelia elie
3a0BITh CBOETO MIJIOTO, Tpada Mumtesumo». Tak 0OBIKHOBEHHO KOHYAIUCH
BCE€ MOAO0OHBIE pa3roBopbl. M moHEBONIE MPUXOAMIOCH YOEXKAAThCs, UTO
CUJIBHO 3aKOJJ0BaM Laps Jonropykue, €ciau OH MOcIie U3BECTHOM CIIEHBI,
YCTPOEHHOW HEBECTOM, OT HEE HE OTKA3aJICA.

Knsxkna Karepuna, aeiicTBUTENBHO, OblIa OYEHb JOBOJIbHA KEHUXOM
CBOMM: €CJIi Obl OH OTHOCHJICSI K HEM MHaYe, eclii Obl TOCTOSTHHO TpeOoBall
€€ HEe)KHOCTH U JIaCK, OHa, MOXKET ObITh, U HE BbIAEpKaia Obl. Terneps xe et
npefocTaBiieHa monHas cBoboga. Ho kyna neBars ee?! bonbHOoe,
U3MYYEHHOE 371000l M TOCKOI CEepJIe »KaJHO MPOCUT KaKOW-HUOYIb
KU3HU, XOTh B Oype, XOTh B I'PO3€ CTPAIIHOW FOTOBAa HAWTH XHU3Hb 3Ty. Ho
MOKa HET HU T'PO3bl, HU OypH — TOJIHOE, TsDKEIoe 3aTuliibe. M BOT Bce THU
KpacaBHIbl KHSDKHBI TIPOXOAAT B O€3yMHBIX I'pe3ax. Muarcs, HeCyTCs 3TH
Ipe3bl B Jajdb HEU3BECTHYIO, B Ty N1aJib 3aKOJIJAOBAHHYIO, KyJa YBJIECKIN OT
Hee ee Muiioro. MHoraa kakercs el BO3MOXKHO JOOBITH ceOe 3elbsl, UTo
MOMOTAeT MPEO0JIeBaTh BCSAKUE Mperpaabl. BoT dynuTcs e, 4To oHa YK
o0nasaeT CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOM CHWJIOM, YTO TENEepb HE ISl HEEe CO3aHbl



HEYMOJIUMbI€ 3aKOHBI MPOCTPAHCTBA W BpEeMEHU. MUT OJuH, U Pa30OUTHI
3emuble nenu! Myt ee, umyt, u He HaxomdaT. OHa Hmaneko, rue? — He
3HAET: TaM, IJIe €€ BO3I00NeHHbIN. OHA ¢ HUM, U JIETAT OHU 33 TPUJICBATH
3eMellb, B TPUACCATOE ApCTBO, B IIAPCTBO BECHBI BEUHOM, Oaroyxarorei,
B [APCTBO BEYHOTO CBETa WU pAJOCTH, W TaM HOBas, YyqHas >KU3Hb
HAYMHAETCH. . .

W cTpamHo, CTpalIHO KHSKHE OTOPBAThCS OT IPE3 ATHUX, 3AMEHUTh UX
IeYajabHOM  JIEWUCTBUTEILHOCTRIO. HeT Toro  BOJIIIEOHOrO  3€Ibs
BCEMOTYIIET0, OECCUIbHA OHA, KaK MaJibli peOEHOK, B KPENKYI0 TIOPbMY
3aMypOBJI€HA, HE BEIOBETCSI U3 TEOPHMBI ATOM.

[IpoHocAaTcst Apyrre rpe3bl: yMaeT OHAa O TOM, YTO JKJIET €€ B OJIM3KOM
oynymem. Bot coBepimiochk ee BeHuanue. Bor ona mapwuia, emie Oobiie
CKIIOHSIFOTCA mepen Hew roau. M kemaer oHa MHOIOro, MECTH JKEJIaeT
Bparam CBOUM JIIOTHIM, & Bparu €€ — JIIOAU KPOBHBIE: OTeI[ J1a Opat, 4To
Terepb C HEBECTOW JIOOMMOI cyacTheM ymuBaeTcs. M ¢ MyueHuem, c
3JI00HOM OTpajIoi MPUIYMBIBAET KHSKHA BCEM UM Kapy >kecTokyro. Ho BoT
Y MOKapaJia, BOT M OTIUIaTWIIA, a MOTOM 4TO ke? [loToM r3 3eMens Tanekunx
BO3Bpamaercss Muuiesumo. Beb 3TO &e MOXKET ObITh, 3TO K€ JOKHO
ObITh, 3TO OyzneT! OH cHOBa ¢ Her. OTO BceX B30POB CKPBIBAIOT, OEPETYT
OHHM CBO€ cyacThe. Jla XOTh OBl M HE yOeperu, KTo cMeeT mpoTuB Hee? OHa
— uapuna. A myx-rocynapb? Ho He eif ero 0osThCsi, 0 HEM OHAa M HE
IyMaer. ..

Bpewms uner, 6 suBapst npunuio, npa3aHuk — Kpemenbe. Ha MockBe—
peKe mapaj Ha3zHaueH, BopocBsuieHue, Mopaans ycrpoeHa. B pockomrHo#n
30JI04€HOM KapeTe Bblexasla rocyaapbiHsi—HeBecTa. [lo obeuM cropoHam
JOPOTH HAPOAY BUIWMO—HEBUAMMO, IIANKK MNEPE] HEK JIOMAKOT, KpHU4ar
CBOU TPHUBETCTBHS, BOMCKA B Kape MOCTPOCHBI, KOMAaHAYEeT uMu Bacuimit
Brnagumuposuu [Jonropykuil.

Nmnepatop mnpuexan wu3 JlepoproBa gBopiia, Kyda Tenephb
nepecenuics. OH 3aHsUT TOJIKOBHUYbE MecTo. Ha HeM MyHup OnecTsmuii,
BOKPYT HEro 0oJiblliasi CBUTA.

Chauana v He B3IVIsIHYJIA HA )KEHMXa CBOEro KHskKHA KarepuHa, TOJIBKO
BJIPYT HEYASHHO IIa3a €€ C HUM BCTPETWIUCh, U JIOJTO OHA C HEro0 UX HE
CITyCKaJIa.

«YT0 310, Kak OH U3MeHwiICcA?!» — VYiienmu B CBOM BHYTPEHHUN MUD,
OHa COBCEM HE 3aMeyajia ero BCE 3TO BpEMs.



«Ax! Kakas mepemeHa, BUJHO, OH OoyieH! A 4YTO, Kak HE Ha IIYTKY
3aboseet, 4To, Kak ymper, noxanyi! Hy, uro x, 1 cBoOomHa Torma, —
nogymana Karepuna AsiekceeBHa, — JOJDKHA panoBarbes. Ho HeT, Her,
TEIepb MHE HE Hamo 3Tor cBOoOOmbl. UTo ) Torma Oymer?«E# cramo
OECKOHEYHO JIOpOTO €Il€ HEJaBHO TaK HEHABUCTHOE U HACWIBHO
HaBsI3aHHOE €U Benauuue. Beap TOJNBKO ATO BEIWYHME €M U OCTAaBAIOCH B
KU3HH, BAPYT U €ro cyap0a orHumeT?! IIpekpacHblii, M3My4YEHHBIHN IOHOIIA,
KOTOPOrO OHAa TaK >KECTOKO OOMaHylla U KOTOpPOTO 3a YTO-TO HEHaBHUJEThH
XBaTWJIO Y HEE CUJIbI, TENIEPh CAENAJCA €1 JOPOT, HO BCE K€ HE KaK YEJIOBEK,
a Kak Bellb MHOTOIIEHHAs, 3eMHOE OorarcTBo. M1 oHa Bce misijiesia Ha HEro,
BCE MyYaJlaChb BUAUMOU B HEM IIEPEMEHOM.

C mapaga OH mpuexal B TOJOBUHCKHW JBOpEI] K HEBECTE, Kyaa
COOpaJINCh U MHOTHUE TIPUIBOPHEIE.

Kusxkna Karepyuna nocnenmHo nogomnuia K Hemy, B3sijia 3a pyKy: pyka y
HET0, KaK JIeJ, XOJIOIHasl.

— UYrto ¢ 1060, Tocynapb? — HENPUBBIYHBIM €1 HEKHBIM TOJIOCOM
cripocwia oHa. — MHe Kaxercs, Thl He310poB. Koy Tak, 3aueM Bblexa
cerogHs?

OH M3yMJICHHO B3IVISIHYJI Ha HEe.

— A TBI TOJIBKO CE€HMYac 3aMETUJIa, YTO HE3IOPOB A7 — CIPOCHUI OH C
HaCMENUINBOMN yiabIOKoW. — Mnu Tebe MeHs kajko?

— Yro 3a cioBa takue, rocynaps? Koro ke MHE W KaleTh, KaK He
Te0s?!

— Tak ycrnokoiicsi, MOsi KHsSDKHA 3a00TiIMBasi, sl 310pOB, TaK 370POB,
KaK HUKOTJIa He Obu1. S 3110poB, 3710pOB!

N oH 1HKO cMesIcs, CTPAIIHO CMESUICSL.

OHa noHsu1a, 4TO AEJ0 MJI0X0 U KUHYJIACH K OTILY.

— barromika, 4to ke BbI ocierm Bce, yTo au! Pa3Be BbI HE BUAUTE,
9TO0 TOoCcydaph OosieH. Kak MOXHO OBUIO BBIMTYCTUTH €r0 Ha BO3AYX?
[Tocmotpure, uto ¢ HUM. OH Ha ce0s He TTOX0XK... Y HEero JUxopajka.

Anekceit ['puroppeBud a 3a HUM M KHI3b VBaH NOCHEIIMIA K
UMIIepaTopy M YBHJENH, YTO KHsDKHA mpaBa. B rma3zax cTpaHHBIN Orneck,
JIMIIO B OTHE, CaM JIPOXKUT... BUJHO, MJIOXO BBUICUWIM JTOKTOpa HEJABHIOIO
MPOCTY/Y, BOT TENEph OHA CHOBA BepHyJach. Ha Mopmnanu oH ObLI CIUIITKOM
JIETKO OZIET ¥ TOBOPHII MHOTO... Ckopel, ckopei nomoii! JlIokTopoB ckopee!

[ToBe3nu umneparopa. M kak HU KOpOTKa ObLjIa JOpora, a OH C KaKJI0U
MUHYTOM Bce OoJblIe W OOJIbIlIE pacxXBaphlBaJCI B Kapere, TaK YTO



MIPUBE3JIM €r0 COBCEM yke 00JibHOr0. OH Jake U UJITU CaM HE MOT: BHECJIH
ero.

CoOpanuck nokropa. K umneparopy HUKOro He BOYCKaju, MPU HEM
ObLT TONbKO AJiekceil ['puropreBud ga kHs3b MBaH. Crieminiay mpuroToBUThH
JIEKapCTBa, 0 BCEMY ABOPIY LA CyeTa.

UYepes uac Jlonropykue Beiuim u3 criasibHu [lerpa.

— YTto0, 4TO ¢ HUM? — ClpaluBaiId co Bcex cTopoH. Ho Hu Asekcen
I'puropbreBuy, Hu MBaH AJiekceeBHY Cpa3y HE MOIJIIM M OTBETUTh: HA HUX
Jula He ObL10, 00a OHU JPOXKAIIH.

— Jla 4to0, 4TO Takoe?

— JIokTOpa cKazanu, 4YTO Yy HETO OCIa, 4TO €My XyJ0, — IMPOLIeHTall
HakoHel MIBaH AsiekceeBUY U TOPHKO 3arjiaKadl.

X1

Omsate mo MOCKBE BOJIHEHHE BEJIMKOE: MOJOJOW TOCYAaph OIMACHO
ooneH. Bce, uTo uMmeno kakoe-HHOYJb COMPUKOCHOBEHUE C JBOPOM, CTaJlo
METaTbCsI BO BCE CTOPOHBI. MHOTHE OXHUIAIHA BCSIKUX CIy4aWHOCTEH, HO
HECMOTpPSI Ha 3TO, BECTh O IApCKOW OoJe3HW Bcex mopasmia. Okazanoch,
YTO HUKTO, KOHEYHO, Kpome AHIpes MBaHOBUYA, U HE MOIYyMAJI O TOM, 4YTO
K HakoHer, Oymer B ciydae cmeptu llerpa II? Temeppr ObicTpoO
oOpazoBanuchk naptuu. OIHM HAXOAWJIHU, YTO MPECTOJ MO MpaBy AOKEH
MPUHAJICKATh 1ecapeBHe EnuszaBere, pOIHOM, TENEPh E€IUHCTBEHHOM,
nouepu llerpa Bemukoro. Ha 310 BO3pakaniu BCAKMMH BBIMBILLICHHBIMU
pacckazaM O JAYPHOM €€ IOBEAECHUHU, O TOM, YTO €CJIHA OHA B3OWUJIET Ha
MPECTOJ, TO MHOTUM CJIETYET KJaTh €€ HEMIJIOCTH. DTO MHEHHE OCOOCHHO
pacIpoCTpaHsUT JaTCKUil mociaaHHuK BecTtdaneHn, koropoMy Tpu roa ToMmy
Hazaj y>K yIajJoch OTCTpaHUTh repuoruHio [ommruackyto AHny [leTpoBHy
u EnnsaBeTy OT pycCcKoro npecroda.

Jlo cux nop BecTdanen ObL1 CIOKOEH 3a MHTEPECHl CBOETO JBOPA, HO
BOT OIIACHOCTHh BO3BPAILlAETCS, U OH CHOBA BOJIHYETCS: €3AUT TO K
Honropykum, t0 K lomuubiabiM. Ho koro temeps 3actranems? Bce Bo
neopue! HakoHel Koe-kak eMy yIaeTcs HaeIMHE MOroBOpUTH ¢ Bacuinuem
Jlyxknuem.



— Capriman s, — TOBOPUT OH KHA310, — 4TO JmuTpuii [onuubix
JKEJIaeT YYUHWUTH HaCIEOHUIECI0 LecapeBHy Emnuzasery. Ecim ke 310
clellaeTcs, TO Bbl CaMHU 3HAeTe, KaK OyJeT HENMpHUSATHO ABOpY Hamiemy.
JaM BaM, €CIIA CJIOBY MOEMY HE BEpUTE, IMHCBMEHHOE B OATOM
YIOCTOBEPEHHME, BBl MOKETE I0OKA3aTh €T0 KOMY XOTHTE.

— Teneps, cnaBa bory, ocna BeickInalia, — orBevyas Bacunuii Jlykuy,
— U €CTh OOJIbIIast HaJeXkAa, YTO UMIEparop Bei3aopoBeeT. Ho ecnu O oH u
yMep, YCIOKOMTECh, YK MPUHSATHI MEpbI, YTOObI MOTOMKU EKaTepuHbl He
B30LIJIM HA MpecTosl. Tak U HamumImMTe JBOPY CBOEMY 00 3TOM Jeie, OHO
HECOMHEHHO.

Ho Bectdanen B TOT Xe JIeHb BCE K€ IMpPHUCTIAT KHA3I0 CBOE
MICbMEHHOE 3asBJeHHE. BOT 4yTO nucan oH:

«Cnyxu HOCsiTCA, 4yTo Ero BenndecTBo oueHs O0seH, U €Clu MPECTON
Poccutickuii nocranercs lommTuHCKOMY OpuHLY, TO HameMmy Jlarckomy
KoponesctBy ¢ Poccueit apyxObl uMeTh Heab3s. OOpydeHHass HEBECTa U3
Balel (GpaMuiInu, U MOXHO YIAEpKaTh MPECTON 3a HEl, Kak MEHIIUKOB U
Toncrout ynepxanu npecron 3a Exarepunoit AnexceeBHoW. [1o 3HaTHOCTH
Baille (pamMuiauu BaM 3TO CJejaTh MOXKHO, MPUTOM Bbl OOJbIIE CHIBI U
IIpaBa UMEECTEN.

Kusa3p Bacunuii Jlyknd npuexan ¢ 3TUM 3asBJICHUEM B JOM AJIeKcest
['puroppeBuya ¥ TMpouyen ero B Kpyry coOpaBmmxcs poaHbix. Ho
paccyXIarb TEIepb HE CTajv, TaK KaK U3 JIBOpLIAa BEpHYJICA KH:3b VBaH C
PAIOCTHBIM JIMLIOM U U3BECTUEM, UYTO FOCYAAPI0 TOPa3ao0 JIyylle. ..

B 3T0 BpeMs HECKOJIIBKO SKMIAXEW CTOSUIM Yy OIpajbl MOHACTBIPS
HoBogeBnubero. Hanumce nronu, BCHOMHUBIIHME CTApyl0 LAPHIYY U
NOCIIEIIMBIINE K HEH U3BECTUTh €€ O Cepbe3HOM O0JIE3HH BHYKA U B TO K€
BpeMsI HANlOMHUThH €W, YTO OHA 3aKOHHas cymnpyra umneparopa llerpa
Benukoro. Ux skumaxku OBUIM 3aMeU€Hbl MHOTHMH, U CKOPO TOMHSIICS
rOBOP O TOM, YTO €CTh €II€ TPEThs MAPTUS — CTApOM Lapuubl EBmokuun
®eonopoBHbl. Bor OHa, Ta MHHYTa, O KOTOpOM HE pa3 JayMajia B
TOMUTEJIbHBIE TOCJIEAHUE JHH WHOKUHA ElleHa:«BHyK ymwupaer!
3aryounu-taku ero. Hammuce mroau, mprexaiu K Hell U3BeCTUTh, IIEMHYTh,
YTO HACTYNWIO U €€ BpeMdA. [la, oHa MOJDKHA Tenepb, HAKOHEL, MOAHATH
CBOH royioc. 3arHaHHasi, 3a0uTasi, U3My4YeHHasi CTapyxa — 3aBTpa MOMKET
OBITh pycCKOW uMIiepaTpuiei!«3aropenucs mas3a €e, CUIbHO 3acTydalio
cepaue. IlomHsnmace oOHa, omupasch Ha CBOM NOCOX, HO BIPYT
IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BCE MPHUIILIO CIUIIKOM MO3/IHO U YTO TENEPh €1 HUYETO



HE HY»HO: COBCEM CTapa OHa, O/I0Jie]la CTapOCTh, OJI0JIETU JTUXUE OO0JIe3HHU,
OJZI0JIEJIO BEJIMKOE Tope LEeJIoW KU3HU. HeT, He moaHATBHCS ei, HE CYyKICHO
ObiTh uMIieparpuiieil. IlpoiiaeT, OBITH MOXET, HECKOJIbKO JHEW U HE
KOPOHOBATh, a MOrpedaTh e CTaHyT.

Ho Bce ke oHa 3aroponuiach BO JIBOPEI] €XaTh, HABECTUTh BHYKa, a
KOTla TMpuexana, KOrja BBEJIM €€ ToJ pPYKd B TMOKOM, OJIU3KHE K
MMIIEpATOPCKOM crnalibHe, Bhienmun ot Ilerpa mokrop ckazan €W, 4rto
OOJLHOMY CTaji0 XYK€ W 4TO Tenepb HUKAK €ro Heab3s BUJIETh. 3a
JOKTOpOM BbIOEkan u Auiekceid Jlonropykuii W chnemHo yexal K cebe
aomor. Celyac >Ke MOCIal OH TOHLA 3a POJACTBEHHHKAMH, YTOOBI
ChE3KAINCH KaK MOXKHO ckopee. bieaen Obu1 Anekceit [ puropseBud, HOrU
€ro MOJKAIINBAJIUCh, BUJIEJI OH, YTO CTPAIIHbIA Yac MPUILIE: TEnepb WU
BeNMYME, WJIM HeMUHYeMasl moruoenb. Bee Hazo caenars, Bce ucripoOoBaTh!
B ronoBe craporo KHs3s OJHH 32 APYTUMHU POWJIMCH IUIaHbl U MbICIH. OH
€lle HEe YHBIBaJ JAYXOM, HO OcJia0esn TeJeCHO: He MOI COBCEM Ha HOorax
CTOSITh, JIET B MOCTENb. B cianbHe CBOEH M MPUHSUT OH POJICTBEHHUKOB. BOT
BCE ChEXAJIUCh.

— Yo, uTO Takoe?

— HWmneparop OoneH, Xxyaa HajAexAa, 4yToO >XUB ObUI, HAJOOHO
BBHIOMpPATh HACIEIHUKOB, — MPOTOBOPUI KHSI3b AJIEKCEH, eBa Bopouas
S3BIKOM.

— Koro >xe Bbl B HAacleIHUKH BBIOMpaTh AymaeTre? — CIOPOCHII
Bacunuii JIyknu.

— Bor — oHa! — ykazan nansueM HaBepx Anekcei [ puropbeBuy.

N B3mIs116I BCEX UHCTUHKTUBHO OOPaTHIIMCh KBEPXY, KaK OYJITO CKBO3b
MOTOJIOK MOXHO OBUIO BHJETh KHsKHY KarepuHy AJieKCeeBHY, KOTopas
JKWJIa TaM, B BepxHeM nomemieHnu. 1 Bce momuanu. Hakonen kua3p Ceprei
['puropreBud npepBai 3T0 MOTYAHUE.

— Henp3s 1M HanmcaTh MyXOBHYIO, OYITO €ro HMMIIEPAaTOPCKOE
BEJINYECTBO YUMHUII €€ HACIEAHULICIO?

— DX, HEJNAJHOE JIEJIO BbI 3aTE€BAECTE, — HAKOHEL MOJHSI CBOM roJioc
dbenpamapiian Bacwimmit BragumupoBuyd, — TJ€ O3TO BHAAHO, 4YTOO
oOpydeHHON HeBecTe ObITh Poccuiickoro mpecrona Hacienuuieit! Kro
3axoueT e nmojgaHHbIM ObITh? He TOKMO MOCTOPOHHUE, HO U 51, U MPOUYUE
13 Hamed (hamMuiIuM, HUKTO B TOJIJIAHCTBE Y Hel ObITh He 3axoueT. KHskHa
Karepuna c rocynapeM He BeHYaHa.

Anekceil [ puropreBud O€1IeHO B3IVISTHY Ha HETO.



— XOoTb HEe BEHYAJIACh, J1a 00pydaliach, — MPOrOBOPHII OH.

— UYro x Takoe! — oOTBewan, MOaXe HE B3MIIHYB Ha HETO,
dbenpamapiian. — Benyanbe nHoe, a oOpydeHse uHoe. Jla eciu Obl oHa 3a
rocygapeM U B CyIpyXecTBe Oblla, TO W TOTrAa Obl B YYMHEHUU €€
HacJIeIHUIICH He 6€3 COMHEHUS OBLIO.

«310 enle uTo? — OTYasHHO noaymain Asnekceil [ puropreBrd. — Yk B
ponHe Hecornacue? Ho pa3Be MOXHO JOIYCTUTh 3TO?)

— Tlocnymiaiite, npyru Mou, — oOpaTuiicsi OH KO BCEM, — BCE
CHENaTh MOYXHO, CTOUT TOJIKO XOPOIIEHBKO MPUHATHCS 34 JI€JI0, U YCIEX Y
Hac OymeT. Msl yroBopum rpada lomoBkmHa u  KHA3A JMmuTpus
MuxaiinoBuua 'onuiipiHa. A €Clii OHH 3aCTIOPAT, TO MbI OyeT uX OUTh. ThI,
Bacunuii Bnagumuposud, B [IpeoOpakeHCKOM MOIKY MOINOJIKOBHUKOM, a
KHI3b MIBaH — Maiiop, 1 B CEMEHOBCKOM TIOJIKY CIOPHUTH O TOM OyJIeT
HEKOMY.

Ho Bacwmi BmagumupoBud, u3 Bcex JlONTOpyKHX OCTaBIIUKCS
XJIaJHOKPOBHBIM U CIIOKOWHBIM, HE MOT C 3TUM COTJIACUTHCS.

— Yto BbI, pebsube, Bpere! — kpuyan oH. — Kak ToMy MOXHO
CENIaThCA, U KakK S MOJKY OObsIBIIO? YCIbIIIAB OT MEHS 00 3TOM, OyIlyT HE
TOJILKO MEHSI OpaHUTh, HO U YOBIOT, HABEPHOE.

N, ve noxwupasce nanpHeunmiero, Bacwimi BramumupoBuu yexan
BMecCTe ¢ OpaToM, KHsi3eM Muxaioro.

— Tyna Bam u gopora! — Tpsicsch OT OEIIEHCTBA U YXaca, MPOIIUIIEI
uM Bcien Anekced I'puropeeBudu. — UM 6e3 Bac geno craenaem. Beipyuw,
Bacunuit Jlykuy, npuaymait uro-Huoyab, paau bora!

Kusa3p Bacunuii JIlykud cen y kaMHuHa Tepell MaJ€HbKUM CTOJUKOM,
B3sUJ1 JIUCT OyMary U YepHUJIbHUIYY M HadaJl mucaTh JyXoBHY0. Ho ckopo oH
OCTaHOBWJICSI M pa3opBaJl Oymary.

— Moe#l pykd IUCBMO Xy[O, KTO OblI MOJIy4YIlle Hamucayl? — cKa3al
OH.

[Mucare Be3Banica Cepreit [puropbeBuY, TOIBKO MPOCHII, YTOOBI
nuktoBasn eMy Bacwnuit JIykuu u Anekceit ['puropseBud. Cxopo nocnenu
I[Ba SK3EMILISIPA.

B 510 BpeMs B choajdpHIO OTIa BomIed KHA3b HMBaH mnpsMo OT
MMIIEpaTopa, C OMYXIIUMH OT CJI€3 IJIa3aMH, BECh Ja)ke pacTpenaHHbid. OH
CeJI Ha CTYJ U MONIAIEN Ha BCEX B ITOJTHOM OTYASHUMU.

— HWBan! — oOparwics k HeMy ortell. — FEimie pa3 ymonsito teos,
roMord HaMm. O CBOEH roJIOBE XOTh Moayman. Benb eciiv He ynaaum Jenio,



Bce Mbl norudiau. Mano, yto nu, BparoB y Hac? Jlioras cMmepTh KIET,

noxymai!

Kusa3s MIBan Mmomya.

— HWnau 11 yma—pazyma Jumuics!? — TeM JKe€ OTYasHHBIM,
YMOJISIFOIIIAM TOJIOCOM Mpopoiikai oterl. — Hy, Hac He kaneenib, ce0s He

KaJleelllb, TaK IMOoXaJiek XoTh HeBecTy cBoro, Hartanpio bopucoBHy. OHa
TeOs TIOOUT MyIIe )KU3HU, 3a4eM K€ Thl €l TOTOBUIIIh THOEIb?

Kusa3zp WBan B3gpornyn. Hamen orterr 4emM BBIBECTH €ro U3
HETOJIBUKHOCTH.

— [a, — enBa cibllHO npouienTtail oH. — Jla, paau Hee Ha BCe TOTOB,
Bce caenaro. Uto Bel TyT? — JlyXOBHYIO mUuIeTe, Tak s noanumycs. He pa3s
C rocyJapemM B IIyTKYy MHUCHIBAJ, YMEIO IMOJ €ro PyKy MOJINUCHIBATHCS, TaK
YTO HUKTO U HE PACIIO3HACT.

OH npoxalieit pykoi cxBarui nepo u Hanucai: «Iletpy.

Bce xuHynucek k Oymare U B OJMH TOJIOC PEIIUIIN, YTO OUYCHb MOXOXKE.
[Tonoxunu, yto6 VMBaH U mopmucayics MoJ JTyXOBHOW, €CIK rocyaaph 3a
TSDKKOIO €r0 00JIe3HbIO MOANMKUCATLCS HE OyJIEeT B CHIIaX.

X1

— Tocnonu, urto ¢ T06010? [ONMyOUMK MOM, pagoCTh MOS, Thl Kak
cMepTh OnefeH! — Tak roBOpWIIa, UCIYTaHHO BIVISBIBAsSCh B JKEHUXA,
TOJIBKO UTO IMpUexaBlIero K Hev, Haranest bopucosna Illlepemerena.

OH HaKJIOHWJIACH K IJIEUYy €€ U 3apblJall, Kak peOCHOK.

— Tocymape ymupaer! — eagBa cMomia OHa PaCCIbIIIATH €r0
OTYasIHHBIN IIETIOT.

Jla ObITh 3TOTO HE MOXKeT! YK He OCIBIIIaiach JIM OHa, TOYHO JIU OH
CKazaJ 3To: rocynapb ymupaet! Emie Buepa uzseman ee MBan AnekceeBud,
YTO TOCyAapro Jydllle U OHa, OBLJIO, YCIOKOWJIACh, MpOrHajga oT ceds Bce
Mpa4yHbl€ MbICJIIU. Y BOT TOCyIapb yMHUPAET. ..

— HBanymika, tak im 310? Heyxkenu Her Hagexapl? Benp nokropam
HEJb3sl BEPUTh; BOT B IMO3AIMPOIILIOM TOAY sl TOXE OblLIa OOJbHA CHUIIBHO:
BCEX JOKTOPOB ¢ MOCKBBI CO3Bajy, U BCE CKa3ajau, YTO YMPY HEIIPEMEHHO,
a BOT BbI3IOpoBena. MoXKeT, U Tenepb TaKk OHO OyJeT, MOMMIYEeT Hac
T'ocnonb, acT rocyaapro 310pOBBE.



— Her, Harama, pogHas Mos, HE yTelmlald Tbl MEHsS, COBCEM €My
10X0. TOJNBKO HAa CEKYHAOUYKY U MpHUEXall B3IVISIHYTh Ha TEO0sl, MOIIAKaTh C
To00M. Ceifuac K HEMy BO3BpalllalOCh, O0IOCH, B )KMBBIX 3aCTaHy JIH. ..

OH roBopmJI 3TO TakKuM O€3HA/IE)KHBIM TOJI0COM. OH TaK W3MYYE€HHO,
TaK CTpaIIHO CMOTpEJ Ha Hee, OHA TOHsIA, YTO OH He ormmbaercs. [a, emie
TaK HEJaBHO, ceiyac emie ObUIO CYacThe, HU O YeM CTpaIIHOM HE JAyMalia
MOJIOJasi HEBECTA, celyac emle BCA KU3Hb Ka3ajlach TaKOK PagoCThIo,
BIIEPE/IU TOJBKO CBET ObLI. M BOT Kak CKOPO HOYb MpHIIJIA CTPAIIHAS, HOYb
HenponsigHas. PaspeiBaeTca ee cepjille, Ha MUJIOTO 4YeJOBEKa DISfs,
MMOHMMAET OHA BCE €r0 MYKH, €ro 00Jib TYIIEBHYIO.

AX, kak cyap0a Kk Hed HemwiiocTuBa! J[oJro jM cuacTthe IIUAIOCH, U
BOT OHA COWIAa, CKOJIBKO JUIHJIOCHh 3TO CYACThE, U BBILLIO JBAJLATh TPU JHS
c moJioBHHOIW. Yem el yremuTh Tenepb KHsA3s VMBana? Heuem, Her ciioB
TAaKUX y HEE, OHA MOXKET TOJIBKO JIACKATh €r0, MOXKET TOJIBKO MPHKATh €r0 K
CBOEMY CEp/ILly U IJIaKaTh C HUM BMecTe. M OHa M1adyeT u LENYET ero.

— Ho moe3xai, noe3xau CKopee, — TOBOPUT OHA, — 51 HE JIEPKY
TeOs1, moe3kKail ckopee, TyT elle OoJibliie Mydaembes. MOXET, U MoJeryaer
rocyapro. A g XoTh OyJly MOJUThCA, KaK TOJIBKO YMEIO, aBOCh, IOMJET 10
bora u Mmos rpeniHast MOJIUTBA.

— Ja, momuce, Harama, Mmonuce! — DIyXWMm rojIoCOM IPOTOBOPHII
KHA3b BaH. — Tonbko HeT, [ocnons bor He cMuiocepAUTCS HaA HAMMU:
JaBHO MBI Bce 3aciyxuiid THeB Ero, Bo3zbMmeT OH K ce0e 3Ty YUCTYIO Y1y,
HaMU, OKasHHBIMH, MOTYOJEHHYI0. A HaM, HaM OCTaeTcs TSKKasg Kapa |
371eCh, Ha 3eMJle, U Ha HeOe!

He morna cinymars pedeit atux Haranbst bopucoBHa. 3auem oH u cebs
C HUMHU paBHAET U cel0sf K HuUM npuuuciaser. OH U OHHM, YTO Mpak
MPEUCTIONHEN U CBETIIOE HEDO.

— Ax, Harama, teneps BC€ BHHBI MOM CTOST Nepeno MHOr0. Her
TAKOrO0 HaKa3aHWUsl CTPALIHOIO, HET TAKOM MBITKU Y>KACHOU, HE BbIIyMalu
JIFOIU TAKYIO TBITKY, KaKYyO S 3aCIyKHBar0. Bce Tenepb MOMHIO, BCE, B YEM
NOBUHEH OblI Tepes rocyaapeM. MHOroMy QypHOMY Hay4ui sl €r0 BO JTHU
MOETO Hepa3ymus, BO JHU MOETO OKASTHCTBA.

— Jla Beap 3TO ke 1aBHO ObLIO, — MpepBasia ero Haranbst bopucosHa.
— Benp ThI TENIEPHh COBCEM JIPYTUM YEJIOBEKOM CHIENIANICS; BEIb 3HAIO S, YTO
KpoMe JTOOPbIX COBETOB HUYETO HE CHBIIIA OT TEOSI UMIIEPATOP.

— Jla uto 5T mMOOpBIe coBeThl Obutu! IlO3MHO B3sICA S 32 pasyMm,
rOJIOBY CHSUI, 1a O BoJiocax crani miakarbes. Her, Harama, sxnet meHs kapa,



U 4 caM Moy Ha Hee!

OHn otmatHyica ot Hataneu, OH ¢ y>KacoM B3IVISIHYJ HA HEE U CXBaTHII
ce0s 3a TOJIOBY.

— A mnepen TobOOW-TO, Teped TOOOW-TO Kak s BUHOBEH! 3aueM s
noryoms 1e0s-To, 3a4e€M CBS3aJI TBOKO CBETIYIO )KM3Hb C MOEW OeCIyTHOH,
yepHoil xku3Hbto!? Harama, ciymail MeHs, ciiylmaid: TOp>KeCTBEHHO, Mepe/t
borom 3aknunaro tebs: yitnu ot mens! OctaBb MeHs! Sl OTKa3bIBaloCh OT
tebs1! Capimumbs? OTka3piBatoch. Tbl MHE Oonbliie He HeBecTa! S He
3arpsi3HI0 TeOs, 1 HE 3acCTaB/IIO TeOS UATH 3a MHOIO B MOE CTpalIHOE
oynymee. Cinpimmiib, Harama? S ot Te0st oTka3bpiBaoch!

OH npo>kall, OH CMOTpEN Ha Hee KaK MOMEIIIaHHBIM.

OHa cxBarwiach 3a CepJle, KpPUKHYJIa OTYasHHBIM TOJIOCOM U
KUHYJACh €My Ha III€IO.

— Thl OT MeHsI OTKa3bIBa€lIbCA? — TOBOpPUJIA OHA, IJIAJMSI HA HETO C
MYKOH U JIFOOOBBIO. — ThI OT MEHS OTKa3bIBACIILCS, U Thl MOXKEIIb OT MEHS
OTKa3arhbcsi? XOpOIo, OTKa3bIBAWCs, €CIM MEHS He JIOOWIb, Ja S-TO HE
OoTKaxXychb oT Tebsa! Hukro, HUKakas cuia 4enoBedeckas TeOsi OT MEHsS He
OTHUMET Tenepsb. Thl MOH, chbluiib? Thl MOH, Ha BCIO *KU3Hb! Ha cuacThe,
Ha MYKH, Ha paJIoCTh U Tope, BCIOAY Toiay s 3a To0010. OTKa3biBaiics, Oeru
oT MeHs1. SI HacTUrHy TeOs, rae Obl Thl HU ObUIL. JlocTaHy TeOs Ha TyOuHE
Mopsi, Bcrony nocta”y. Het, Thl He yiijenbs oT MeHs, TBOsS Cyabba Oyner
MOEI0 Cyab0010. S Mmokaxy Tebe, YTO YMEIO JIIOOUThH TOJILKO pa3 B XKU3HU. S
MOKaXy TeOe, KaKk BepHa B JIOOBU I, s1 MOKAXy 3TO BCEMY CBETY. beaHbIH,
Muiibii MBanyiiika, rje ke TBoil pazyM-to? CooOpa3uth HE MOXKEIIb, YTO B
CYacTh€ BEJIMKOM MOTJIa ObI 51 TeOsI €1le OCTaBUTh, @ B TOPE Kak ke s TeOs
kuHy? HepasymHyio Bemip Thl NpHAyMal: TENEpb-TO S M HyXHa TeOe.
Crnem ke, CEeN CKOpee, HEMEUIEHHO WU K UMIIEPATOpYy.

OHa kpenko, Kpenko ero mnomenoBana. OHa TNEpEKpecTuia €ro,
OnmarocnoBuia, yoexalia K ceOe B CHajbHIO, 3amepia Ha KoY ABEph U
CTajia TOpsSY0 MOJIUTHCHL.

Ce0st He moMHsI, ipuexan MBaH AnekceeBUY BO JBOPEI] U KUHYJICS K
criajibHe UMIIepaTopa.

— Yt0 0H, UTO?

— Bsmsau, yx 0e3 mamsTd, — MpomIenTal B OTBET eMy AJeKcei
I'puropseBuy, HE OTXOAUBIINM OT KpoBartu llerpa.

Nmnepatop, neWcTBUTENbHO, Jiexkan Oe3 mnamaru. OH mertasncs,
BOCMAJICHHBIE TIJla3a €ro IVISJeIM Ha MPUCYTCTBOBABIIUX W HHUKOTO HE



BUJICIIH.

— YT0 X, OH TOBOPWJI YTO-HUOY/AB? 3Baj KOro-HUOYIh? — CHpallnBall
KHA3b /1BaH.

— 3oBetr Anapes MBanbiva, na He 3HaAro 51, myckarb jau? Ilyckars He
CIIELyeT.

— Kak? U teneps, u Tenepp ero eme MydnTh? Kro-auOyns! Ckopee
3oBute Oapona Octepmana! — oOpatuwics HWBan AnekceeBU4 K
OKPY’KaBIIUM.

Huxro He meBenbHyncs. Torma cam kHs3p MBaH OTBOpWI ABEPU H
mo3BaJj 6apoHa.

— Anppeii UBanbiy, rae To1? — pazgaics ciadblil ToJI0C UMIEPATOPA.

— 311€eCh 1, 371ECh, TOCYAAPh, 3/1€Ch. .. WIHA Thl MEHI HE BUAUIIb?

— Kro roBopur 310? 310 He TBOI ronoc, Anapeit IBanbiy, Te0s HETY,
IpUAN Ke KO MHE, TeOsl He MyCKaloT, TeOs y MeHs OoTHsUIU. [ e Th1, AHIpei
NBanpru?

N tmerno OctepMaH crapajics YBEpUTh OOJBHOTO, YTO OH 3J/€ECh,
TIIETHO Opall ero 3a pyKy — UMIIepaTop CMOTpESl Ha HEro, HO HUYEro He
Buaen. Bor oH coBceM 3amonuan. Bce mputamnum apixasue...«MoxerT,
3acHeT». He 310 ObLT HE COH, a 3a0bIThe TskKOe. HacTynuno 6eccunue, u
JOJITO JITUIIOCH OHO.

[TonHous naBHO mnpoOuna. Eme vac mpoiien — BCE HEIBHXUM
UMIIEPATOP.

— HWBanymika, T 37€Ch? — HAKOHEI] pa3ialics OMATh ClIadbli ToNOoC.
— Tloau ko MHE MOGNIMIKE, WIH HET, OCTAHOBUCH, BCTAHb TOJIBKO TaK, YTOOBI
1 Mor Tebs Buuerb. He momxomu ko MHeE, BeAb y MEHS OCMa, s MOTY
3apa3uTh TeOss. AX cTpamiHo, BeAb 3To! Ilomaneie yiau, noganbiie. Tol
JOJDKEH Oepeub celsi: y TeOs HeBecTa, BEllb Ha JIMIE 3HAKU OCTAHYTCH,
nogypHeewb Tbl, KHa3b HBad... Ilocimyman, s Jjiexxam BOT, U MHE
CHBIIIAJIOCh, YTO KTO-TO CKa3aj, OyaTo s coBceM ymmuparo. MBanyiika,
IpaBaa Jiv 3TO?

— HenpaBna, HenpaBaa! — eniBa caep:kuBas pblaHus, TOBOPHII KHSI3b
NBan. — Henpasna, rocynapsp, Thl BBI3JOPOBECIIIb, IOTEPIIA HEMHOTO. . .

— [a, 1 xouy BBI3IOPOBETH. Sl HE XOuy Tenepp ymuparb. MHe KUTh
XOUETCs, s BCTaHy W JApyTruM crenarock. [lo HoBomy Bce HauHeTcs. A rae
oHa, Most HeBecTa? [porry, 4TOOBI €€ He BIyCKaJIU, J1a, BIPOYEM, U caMa He
MPUJIET: TOOOUTCS UCTIOPTUTH KpacoTy cBoro. Hy, u xoportio, s He Mory ee



BUAETh! Sl HE XOuy ee BUJIETh, CIbIUIIb, AHApeN MBanoBuu? He xouy, Hu
3a 4TO HE Xouy!..

Anekcelr ['puropreBud, ecim 0 TOIBKO MOXKHO OBLIO, 3a)Kay Obl pOT
ymupasiemy.«Beap Bor-Takm mo3Banu 3toro Octepmana! Temeps BOT
CUIUT U KaXJ0€ CJIOBO B CBOEW MaMsATH 3anuchiBaeT. [loToM U3 BCSKOTO
CJIOBA CJIeJIaeT UCTOPHIO: 3a 3BYK OJMH MOTyOUTh HAaC cymeeT!..»

On xunyncs k OctepMaHy M yX HE 3HaJ, YTO U TMPUIyMaTh, 4TOO
TOJIBKO KaK-HUOY/Ib yIAIUTh €T0 U3 CIAJIbHU.

Ho co3nanue BepHyI0Ch K O0IBHOMY.

— OcraBsb ero, Anekcei [ puropbeBud, — CTPOro MPOTOBOPUII OH. —
He yxomu, Oyab co mHot0, AHapeit Banbiu. A rae JIuza? Kak Ob1 xoTen s
ee BuaeTh. [ e JIuza, u ee He myckarot?! [lonuiure 3a HEro ceiyac, 4Tod
HENPEMEHHO OHa Ipuexaia. S xouy ee BUAETh, Xxouy, caplmute! JInuza, roe
TBI, MOs noOpas, mwmnas JIuza? IlocMoTpu, kKak s OOJICH: TOBOPST, S
ymuparo. Bepulb 1u Thl, 4TO 51 ymMuparo?

W oH >xnman oTBeTa, HO HUKTO HE OTBEYAN eMy: liecapeBHbI He Obu10. Ee
pPEIUTENbHO HE BIYCKajlW, MPEIACTABISIE B PE30H, 4YTO OHA MOMKET
3apa3uthes. Ho Teneps u 3a Hero nociian Anekcen [ puropreBuy.

«K uemy ObUIO HE BIycKaTh? — ayMall OH. — Eciu u 3apa3uthCesi, TeM
Jydiiie, — IMycKail cama 3a00J1€eeT U YMpPET, XOTh C 3TOW CTOPOHBI HE OyJeT
HaracTm.

[Iponuio eiie HECKOJIBKO MHUHYT, U CHOBa HMIIEPATOP MOTEPSI
CO3HAHHUE... OH cTaj OpeauTh. BOoT U cecTpy BCIOMHHII, BOT €My Ka)KeTcs,
YTO MEPE]l HUM OHA, YTO OH TOBOPUT C HEIO.

— Harama, 4ero Tel Tak J0JATO HE MPUXOAWIA, 3aYEM MEHS OJIHOTO
octaBmia? A 0e3 TeOs 4To OBUIO CO MHOM, Kakue MyKH, Kakoe rope!
IIpoctu Mens, Harama, s TIpelIHUMK BEJIUKUW, Ja, S IPECTYIIHJI CBOKO
KJIATBY, T€O€ NaHHYIO: 3/1€Ch, B 3TOM yXacHOoM Mockse ocrtaics, U bor
Hakazan MeHs! bonen s, Tshxkko mHe! Harama, 3aueM Thl MeHSI ocTaBuja?
Harama, He oTBepThIBaiica OT MEHs, MPOCTU MeH4. [lociymail, He Bepb UM,
HUKOMY HE BEpPb, €CJIM T€OE CKAXYT, BEPb: HACWIBHO, POTUB MOEW BOJIU
BCe 3TO cjelranock. M Bce oTrToro, uyro teds He ObLI0. S sxman Teds, Kual, a
ThI HE TPUXOAMUIIA. . .

Bosocsl 1p100M cTaHOBUIIKMCH HA rojioBe y Auekcest [ puropreBuya. On
bor 3Haer yto OBl Janm Temnepb, 4TOO HUKOIO, KpOME HEro, He ObUIO B
CITAJIbHE.

OcTtepmaH cuzien ¢ HaKJIOHEHHOM TOJIOBOKO, OTO BCEX Mpsiva JIUIIO CBOE.



Kus3p Ban HM O yeMm He JIymall, Jaxe, MOXKET ObITh, HE MOHUMAJ
CMBICJIA CJIOB YMHpPABIIETO CBOEro Apyra. OH TOJBKO Tep3alics TOCKOIO,
TOJILKO YYBCTBOBAJI BCEM CBOMM CEpJLEM, UTO €II€ MUHyTa—Ipyras — H
BCE OyJIe€T KOHYEHO. ..

MeieHHO OTBOPWIIMCH NIBEPU, M THXO, €/IBa JIEpXKach HA HOrax, B
cnanpHiO Bonwuia mapuna EBgokus ®@emopoBHa. OHa CHOBa SIBWIACh
Mpa4HbIM IPUBUJICHUEM, KAK U TOTAA, B MIOCIEIHUE MUHYTHI )KU3HU BHYYKH
cBoeil Haranpu. M kak Toryia HUKTO He 0OpaTWil Ha HEe BHUMAHUS, TaK U
Teneps Toxke. MiMmneparop yKe He MOT €€ BUAETh, O HEM HE TyMaJl, a BUJEI
TeNepb TOIBKO TEX, KTO ObLT B €r0 CEep/IlIe.

CHoBa THIIMHA BOJBOpWUJAch B crnayibHE. CIHBIITHO OBUIO TSXKEI0E
IbIXaHHE yMUpPaBILIEro. JJOKTOp HAKJIOHWICS HAaJl HUM, B3sUI €r0 3a PYKYy H
MEYaJIbHO TTOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM.

Bapyr Bce muno Ilerpa mpeoGpazunock. C HIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMH,
ONeCTAIMMH I1a3aMU IPUIOIHSIICS OH C MOAYIIKH.

— NBan, Ban! — Cxopeil 3anpsiradTe CaHu... X04y K CECTpE exarh!..

OH cunuics elle cka3arh YTO-TO, HO BMECTO CJIOB MOCJBIIIAIUCH OJHU
XPUILIbIE, HEMOHATHBIE 3ByKH. OH K KOMY-TO MPOCTEP PYKHU U BAPYT yIal
HaB3HUYb. Ero pyKu OMmyCTHIINC.

X1V

Ha npyroii neHp paHo ytpom B mnanarax BepxoBHoro Coseta
Ha3HAuYeHO ObLIO coOpaHue. Tyma cheXaluCh BCE CAHOBHUKH, a TaKXKe U
BBICIIIEE TYXOBEHCTBO.

Havanocek npeaBapuTenbHOE COBEIIaHUE O TOM, KOTO TEreph BhIOpATh
Ha nipectos Poccutickuii. Bece Obuin B cOope, onHoro OcrepMaHa He ObLIO:
OH HaxoAwics mnpu Teine rocygaps u B CoBer He mnoexan. MHorue
YrOBapHUBaldul €ro, HO OH pEIIMTENIbHO OTKazaics. W mnokumare Teno
J00MMOro MOHapXa HeT y Hero cuibl, 1a U B CoBeTe emMy JiefiaTh HEYero:
OH MHOCTPAHEI] U PUMET 0011Iee pelieHue.

Ho Bce ke paHO yTpoM HaJ TEJIOM IAPCTBEHHOIO IOKOMHUKA
OctepmaH yxe ycCIiell MEepPEeroBOpUTh ¢ KHA3eM JImutpueM [ONUIBIHBIM.
Teneps OH MOT OCTaBaThCsl CIIOKOMHBIM, OH 3HAN, K YeMY OYJET KIOHUTHCS
pemenue BepxosHoro Cosera.



B Cogere e ObUT IIyM BEIUKUHN, U JTOJITO HUKTO HE MOT MOHSTH APYT
apyra.

Bce, 4TO TOBOpPMIIOCH €Il€ HakaHyHE PO pas3HbIE IMAPTHUH, TENEPh
OKa3aJI0Ch B3JI0POM, HUKAKUX MapTUi HE ObLIO; BCE SIBUIUCH HU K YEMY HE
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIMH, ITOPAXKEHHBIMUA CMEPTHIO €IMHCTBEHHOIO BHYyKa llerpa
Benukoro mo My>kCko# JUHUH, U TTIOTOMY Bce 110 Bpazoposa. CuibHee Bcex
U OTYasiHHEE TOBOPWJI U TpeOOBasl BHUMAHUS KHA3b Asiekcel Jloaropykuii.
OH cpa3y OOBSIBWJ, YTO MPECTON JOJDKEH MPUHAIUIEKATh €ro J04YepH,
nokasbiBasl BceMm 3aBemanue llerpa II, HO HUKTO He oOpaman Ha HEro
BHUMAHUA.

Ecim 0 Mor KHA3b AJleKcedl B3NIAHYTh TEIepb BOKPYr ce0s
XJITHOKPOBHO, OH yBHUZEN Obl SICHO, YTO JI€JI0 €ro MpourpaHo. B cembe
Jlonropykux enuHCTBa HE OBLIO: OH OCTAJICA OAMH CO CBOUM IOMJIOKHBIM
IMUCbMOM, Ha KOTOPO€ HUKTO U MIISAETh HE XOTEIL.

Nwmst mapunbl EBgokun @enopoBHBI MPOHECTOCH OBLIO MO COOPAHMIO,
HO ceryac ke M 3aMonkio. Crapas, yMHparomas MOHAaxXWHS, YTO X OTO
oynet? llapuna Ha aBa AHs, a motoMm orsTh To *e! llecapesny Enmzasety
Jaxe Kak OyJIT0 COBCEM M03a0bUIH.

Onun kHsA3p Jmutpuit Muxannosud [omuieiH ynnopHo momnuan. OH
BBDKHMJAT BpPEMs, KOIJa BCE YCIOKOATCSA HACTOJBKO, YTO CTaHYT €ro
CIIyliaTh, U BOT, BIOpaB yI0OHYIO MHHYTY, OH BCTall CO CBOETO MecTa H
3arOBOPUJI POBHBIM, TPOMKHM TOJI0COM O TOM, 4To AoM Ilerpa I mpecekcs
co cmepthio Ilerpa II, u 1o cmpaBeaIMBOCTH HEOOXOAMMO MEPEUTH K
CTapuied JUHHUH, TO €CTh K JIMHUM uapsa MBaHa AnekceeBuya. Crapuiyro
J04b €ro, napeBHy Exarepuny, BBIOpaTh TpyJIHO, OHA 3aMY>KEM 3a replioroM
MEKJIEHOYPICKHM, a BTOpasi 104b, AHHA, TepIOTHHS KYpJIsSHJICKasi — BJOBA,
cBOOOAHA W OJape€Ha BCEMH CIHOCOOHOCTSIMH, HEOOXOAUMBIMU JIJIS
MOHApPXHUHU.

Anekceil ['puroppeBud KuHyJICS OBUIO K HEMY, €My XOTEJIOCH
3alyIIUTh €ro, caM OH W HE€ BCIOMHUJ TPO OCAHYIO KYypPJSHICKYIO
TepLOTHHIO U BOOOPA3UTh HE MOT, UTO OHA SIBUTCSI COTIEPHUIIEH €ro Jo4epH,
HO KH:3b AJiekcel yaepskancsa. OH ¢ yKacoM yBUJIEN, KaK BCE COOMpPArOTCs
kpyroM lonmuinpiHa, Kak Bce Kpu4ar:«Tak, Tak! KoHeWHO, M paccyxnaarb
Ooonpme Heuero! BpiOupaem AHHy».«AHHa! AHHal» — TONBKO W
CIBIIIAJIOCH B 3acefnanun BepxosHoro Cosera.

Tspxenple IBEPU PaCTBOPUIIMCH U HA MOPOTE 3aJIbl MOKA3aJ1acCh MOJIHAs,
onegnonunas gurypa 6apona Auapes Misanosuua Ocrepmana.



— W s nomaro CBOM TOJOC 3a TEPUOTHMHIO KYPISHACKYyIO! —
IIPOrOBOPWI OH. — Y OJHOM Yy HeEe, 0 MHEHHUI0 MOEMY, 3aKOHHOE H
HEOCIIOPUMOE MPABO BIAAETh PYCCKAM IPECTOJIOM.

Anekces JloATOpyKOro pOACTBEHHUKH JOJIKHBI OBUIM BBIBECTH W3
3aJlbl 3aCeaHus: caM OH YX UATH He Mor. OH 0e3yMHO IIIsf/eN Ha BCEX U
LIEITaJ CJI0BAa HEMOHATHBIE.

A B 3TO BpeMsi»pa3pyllieHHas apckas HEBEeCTa»THalla BCEX OT ceods,
HUKOTO K ceOe He BIycKaja: Cujiesa, 3alepiiich, B cBoux komHarax. Kakue
MYKH BBIHECJA OHA, KAKWE MBICIW MPOLLIM B I'OJIOBE €€, HUKTO O TOM HE
BeJaj, ]a 1 HUKTO TErephb O Hel U He aymain Oosbiue. Kaxablid ObUT 3aHAT
CBOMM JINYHBIM T'OPEM, CBOMMH OIIACEHUSIMH, U CTOH CTOsI 0 MOCKBE OT
ATOTO JIMYHOTO TOpsl.

He uzber ero u nom lllepemereBbix: B 3TOM JoM€ B Ipoly MapueBOM
Jexana nokoitHuna: 6adymka Hartansu bopucoBHBI.

N ne 3Hana G6enHas HeBecTa MBana Jlonropykoro, o 4em et Gosibiie
MeYaauThCsl; O CMEPTH JIn J0Opor 0alylliKu, WM O CMEPTH UMIIepaTopa.
Yysino cepaue Haranbu BopucoBHBI, 4TO Oeibl TOIBKO €LIE€ HAYMHAIOTCH,
4YTO BHEpenH OAHO rope. Ilmakana oHa U cTOHana AEHb LEIbIM, U HUKTO HE
MOT €€ yremuTb. OHa XOPOIIO MPEABHIEINA, YTO HE OCTABSAT TEIEPh B ITIOKOE
ee JIpyra MIIOro, 4yto nmoru0 oH. PomHble ee yroBapuBaiu, MpeACTaBIIsIIH
i1, YTO OHa elle YeJOBEK MOJIOJION M Hedero Tak 0e3pacCyqHO COKpyLIaTh
cebda. MOXXHO 3TOMYy XEHUXY OTKa3aThb, €CIM €My Xydo Oyaer; mMano Ju
KEHUXOB y Hee Haigerca. Ho oHa ¢ yacom mpocuiia poaHbIX MOJYaTh U
HE 3aMKaThCsl €M O TakoM MO30pHOM Jelie; He AJid CJaBbl, OOrarcTBa u
MOYECTEN pEIWIIaCh OHA BBIMTHU 3a KHs35 BaHa.

— He w™mory s cormacutbcs TakoMy O€CCOBECTHOMY COBETy! —
TBepauiia oHa. — OJHOMY OTJiajla CBO€ CEpAlEe, UYTOO XUTh U yMEPETh
BMECTE, a JIpyroMy Y>K HET ydacTusi B JtoOBHM moed. Her y meHsa Ttou
MPUBBIYKH, YTOO CErOAHs JIOOUTH OJHOTO, a 3aBTpa APYroro! — u CHOBa
OHa IIJIaKaJia, ¥ KOHI[a He ObLIO clie3aMm ee.

«OH-TO 4YTO Tenepp, OH-TO, HECUACTHBIM, KaK My4uTCs? — Oymana
oHa. — XOTb Obl HA MUHYTKY €T0 YBHUIATh!»

Ho xusa3p MBaH He moka3bIBajics; OH ObUT pU rpode umImeparopa.

Bor u nens npumen crpamHbii. Celyac moOBE3YyT MHMO JBOpPa
[IlepemereBbix rocymaps. C omyxXmuMmu I1a3amMHu, U3My4YE€HHas, Ha ceos
HEIOX0Kasl, MOAoNUIA K OKOIKY Haranss bopucoBHa, K CTEKIy IpUIIbHYJIA
u 3aMmepia. Buaur oOHa, 1o yIMOEe YyX MEIICHHO IOJBUTaeTCs



TOp>KECTBEHHAasl mpoueccusi. BoT mpoxoasT TyXOoBHbIE 0COOBI: MHOXKECTBO
apXHepeeB, apXUMaHIAPUTOB M BCSKOTO JYXOBHOTO 4MHY. IloTOM Hecyt
roCyJapCTBEHHBIE TepObl, KaBaJepHUH, OPJICHA pa3Hble, KOPOHBI. BOT U rpo0.
A mepen rpoOom wuuer kHsa3b MBaH AJleKCEeBUY, HECET Ha MOIYIIKE
KaBajiepuu. J[Boe MIOAeH KakuMx-TO BEAYT €ro Ioj PYKH,«caM, BHUJIHO,
ociaben coBceM, Oemublity. Cie3bl 3aCTWIAIOT Ta3a €e, rPylb JaBUT OT
pPBLIAHKWM, HO BCE OHA CMOTPUT, HE OTPBIBASICb CMOTPUT HA CBOETO
HecyacTHOro jnpyra. Emanya Ha HeM TpaypHas, NpeajivHHas: ¢iep Ha
HUISNE 10 3€MJIM, BOJIOCA paclylleHbl, caM Tak OneneH.«Hukakoil B HemM
HET KUBOCTHUY.

BoT mo poBHsJICS OH ¢ OKHOM, U3 KOTOPOTO OHA IVISIAWT, B3IVIAHYJ Ha
HEE ONYXIIMMHU OT CJIe3 IVla3aMM — M MaxHyJl pykoro. Bce 3akppuioch
nepen Haranwelr bopucoBHoil. Co CTOHOM ynajga OHa Ha OKOLIKO H
JIMIIWIACH YYBCTB.

C H3TOii MUHYTBl KOHYWJIACh €€ TMPEKHSS >KU3Hb, Becenas >KHU3Hb
NEBUYbS,, KOHUMIIOCh €€ CYaCTh€ MHMOJIETHOE, Hadyanach HOBas KU3Hb,
CTpalllHasi, Takas CTpallHas, 4To €ciau O OHa MOIJIa BCIO €€ MPEIBUICTD,
Mosmia Ob1 00 oJfHOM ToJIbKO bora: B3sut Ob1 OH ee mockopee.

Bcenen 3a Bomapenuem wummneparpuilbl AHHBI MOaHHOBHBI HA4aloCh
MPECIEAOBAHNE MHHUMBIX W SIBHBIX BpParoB €€: KOHEYHO, MIPEXKIE BCEX,
Jonropykux. OOBUHUIIN WX B TOM, YTO OHH HE OEperii 370pOBbE TOCyAaps
¥ ObUIM IPUYUHOIO €ro paHHer cmeptu. M moBTOpuiace Han Jlonropykumu
cynb0a MenmukoBbiX. [lo To# ke mopore MOIUIM OHU, U KOHYHIIOCH HMX
CTPAHCTBUE TSKEIBIMU HMCIBITAHUSIMU, BCIKMMH OOUJIaMU M MYUYEHHEM,
OKOHYMJIOCh TE€M K€ JAJIEKUM CUOUPCKUM OCTPOBOM, TJE€ CTOSJI JIOMHK,
MIOCTPOCHHBIN AJeKCaHApoM JlaHUITOBUYEM.

I'papuns Haranbs BoprcoBHa, HECMOTpsi Ha BCE€ MOJBOBI U Jaxke
YIpo3bl POJHBIX CBOMX, HE OTKAa3ajach OT KEHUXA, U BCEH CBOEU JOJTOU
CTpaJalIbieCKO >KHU3HBIO JIOKa3ajga CBETy, YTO B JIOOBM BEpHA OHA.
HNanpHenmas uctopust J{OIropykux MOXKET COCTaBUTh NPEAMET MHOTHX
pacckas3oB, HO co cMmepThio Ilerpa Il Ham paccka3 okoHueH.«Pa3pylieHHas
HeBeCcTa»OblIa MPUUYUHOIO OKOHYATENIbHOW TMOENH POJHBIX CBOUMX U B TOM
yycie Opara. OHa OoTOMCTHIIA UM, KaK JaBHO O TOM Medutana. Cama oHa BO
BCE BpeMmsi LApcTBOBaHUA AHHbI MOaHHOBHBI HaxOQWJIaCh B TKEIIOU
ccouike. Ho mmneparpuna Enusasera BepHyna ee B Poccuro, oxpyxuia
MpexHUM OneckoM W BenuuueMm. KarepuHa AjiekceeBHa BEpPHYJIACh KO
IBOPY IIOCTAPEBUICI0, W3MEHUBIIEIOCSI, HO HEU3MEHHBIM OCTaBAIOCH €€



ropaoe cepaie. OHa BbIUIa 3aMyXk 3a rpada bproca u ckopo ymepna ot
cuibHOM npoctybl. [locnennue cioBa ee nepesi KOHUMHOU ObLITN: «COXTUTE
BCE MOM IUIAThsl U HApSAbl — HE XO4Y, YTOO KTO-HHOYJIb HOCHUJ UX MOCIIE
MEHs!»

CMyTHOE TIEpPEeXOJHOE BpPEMSI PYCCKOTO OOIIECTBA, BBI3BAHHOTO K
HOBOW XM3HM reHneM llerpa Benukoro, co3mano wenbld psl CTPAILIHBIX
npaMm. llepen HaMu NpPOXOAAT BEPEHMIbI BUHOBHBIX UM HEBUHHBIX JKEPTB
OOIIIECTBEHHOTO pa3jiaZa, W HEBOJIbHO CXKHUMAETCS Ceple, BCIOMUHAS
Cynb0y MHBIX YHCTBIX W CBETJIBIX JIOZCH, Oe3BpeMeHHOo norudmux. Cpenu
ATUX 00pa3oB CTOUT U IOHBIN uMmIeparop. [Ipupona Gorato omapuia ero; B
JIpyroe Bpemsi, B JIPyTuX OOCTOSATENbCTBAX, MPU JAPYroM BOCIHUTAHUU U3
HEro, MOXKET OBITh, BBIIIEN Obl JOCTOMHBIN MPEEeMHUK Belukoro aeaa. Ho
Cyab0a pemia HHade, U OH JOJDKCH ObLI TOTHOHYTh.

Jlosropykrie BIOJIHE 3aCTyXWIH CBOIO Kapy. OIMH TOJIBKO M3 HUX,
KHs3b MBaH AJlekceeBUY, HMCKYNUJI BCE TIpeXH CBOEM roHOCTH. CTporo
CYIUTh MBI €r0 HE€ MOXEeM. MBI BHUIUM €ro BHOCIEICTBUH JOOpPHIM U
YECTHBIM MYXKEM, VUCTUHHBIM, TEPHETUBBIM XPUCTHAHUHOM.
IIpUroBOpeHHBIN K YETBEPTOBAHUIO, OH BCTPETHUI 3Ty CTPAIIHYIO Ka3Hb C
BEJIMYAWIIMM JYLIEBHBIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM. TBEpIABIM TOJIOCOM Hayall OH
MOCJIEJIHIOI0 MOJIUTBY B TO BpEMs, Kak OTPYyOWJIM €My PYKY, U KOHUMII
MOJIUTBCS JIMIIb TOTAA, KOTJA rojIoBa €ro OTASIWIIach OT TyjoBuia. M ero
MBI TOJKHBI TPUYHUCIIUTD K OE3BUHHBIM >KEPTBAM CTPAIITHOTO BPEMEHH.

Ho mnocnenHee cinoBO Hame NPUHAMICKUT KEeHE ero, Haranbe
bopucoBne, mnevanbHas Cyab0a KOTOPOM XOpPOIIO 3HAKOMa PYCCKOMY
Hapoay. OHa ocranach B NaMsITU HApOAHOM CBETIBIM HICAIOM YHUCTOU
YOI KEHIIWHBI, >KEHbI, MATEPU MU XPUCTHAHKU. BCIO XKHW3Hb CBOIO
TepIesia OHa rope 3a ropeM; ckoHdaiach B Kuese monaxunen. Ilocmennue
CJIOBa €€, 3allUCaHHbIE €10 Mepe]i KOHYMHOW, OBUIN:«KOCTABUTE MO CMEPTH
MOEH, MpOJEHTe Cclie3bl, BCIIOMHS MOIO O€ICTBEHHYIO JXH3Hb. BCSKOro
XPUCTHAHWHA MPOIIY CKa3aTh, BCIOMHS MEHS, ciiaBa bory, 4To OKOHUMIaCh
€€ KU3Hb, HE JIBIOTCA YK TOKH CJIE€3 U HE B3JIBIXAET CEPALE €e».

Ee Teno morpebeHo mpu caMOM BXOAE€ B KHUEBO—IIEUEPCKYIO JIaBpY,
pSAIOM C TpOOOM €€ MIAJIIIEro ChIHA, PaHHAS CMEPTh KOTOPOTO ObLia
nocjaeqHuM ee ropem. Haamnwcu Ha MOTWIBHOW IUIATE TENEPh HE
cylmiecTtByer. MHOro JIroaey MOPOXOAUT HaJ IPaxoM MHOTOCTPadaIbHOU
JKCHILIMHBI, HE 3HAs, YTO 3/I€Ch €€ MOTWJa, HO €€ UMsI HE YMPET — OHO
3aCITy’>KHIJIO OeCCMEepTHE.
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